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51l Sage's death would have brouglit disturbances into “the Street,’
perhaps - thrill into the national finance. Today it marks the passing
simply of the last of an old, famous school of inveéstors, speculators.
manipylatars. Mr, Rage has supvived the men who rose with him. He
waintained until a few months ago, by sheer force of vitaliuy,
piace in the activities of the financinl world. Bt he had outlived his
Cavs of far-reaching power. He had spun into thin chapters the dry
romance of dollars which was his carcer. In the latest estimate of the
world's great fortanes Mr. Sgge was set down as the twenticth mpan
in the orider of wealth, Where the truth lies IMr., Sage has never tald,
He was as secretive as he was seli-reliant.  All that the world knows
is that his chiase of the busy dollar has been pers'stent and had oceupied
most of the active portion of his nincty years.

“W, ALCT in the Washington Star,

I have interviewed several well-known millionaires, asking for an-
,f-\\ ¢rs to the above questions—Russell Sage, Chauncey Depew, Cyros

I'ivlc'[ Peter 'Copper and others. T called oue day and ashed Rus-
ul[ age about this matter, He was no more difficult to get at thun
e was hefore the dynamite crank sought to effect a loan without secur
ity. He was worth a good deal of money and had recovered the il
lions which he lost in that scramble in Wall street one morning twen-
Li-five years ago. le was worth probably at the time of my call fifiy
or sixty millions—it isn’t wortly while to be too exact.

If was a very warm day—aus warm as today. He had his coat n"t'.
antdd wiped the receding front of his business m.upm with a red silk
handkerchief as he handled the marked vnw‘upcs of "pu:s and cal
o2 little table hefore him, and replicd: *Yes)” “No," to the Ll.r..
who came in every minute or so and asked him {or optic;nm n figures
und symbols w hich were all Greek to me.

“You scem te work hard to keep ahead of the boys, Mr'Sage,” 1
said, “There is a prevalent idea that millionaires don’t have 1o work
et alll”

He uttered a significant but inartienlate sound of revelr and dis-
spproval from the npper part of his larynx—a kind of chuckle, stran-
gled in its birth—and addedl, “They have to work, [ guess, if they kee
snviling an this earth. Everybody chinching to get it évery minnte !

*“You have enough money, haven't yvou?” I agked. “As mucl as
vos cn use?”

“Yes, as much as | can use, | belicve,” he answered,
looking at me. “Yes—I have as much as | can use today,

An idea seddenly struck me, “1F | were you,
1 haldly continned,

|KOITIC

tuming anil
| suppuse N
I would stap work”

You haven't a child
ghty vears old or more; you are worth, theg sa)

Wil 15 don’t you slop wark?

fhe workl, you are e

cighpy or nincty million dollas—one million every—"

He interrpted me once more with the same old somud of dissen
and repeated ironically, “They suy!”

After a minwte he adided, “You asked me why 1 don’t stop wark.
Il da it, if yon will pnswer me one question:  What other job can 1
o at that will do as much good and give me as much satisfaction?”

e pansed in distribuing: “puts and calls” long enough 1o say,
“\Well, vou can't answar it, Nobody can. | can't answer 't myself. |
bave thought it over, This is my trade. One other thing: every
pran likes to excel, Every man likes to be worth as much as folks =ay
Le iz worth, Hardly any man sold ont suddenly would measure up
equal to his reputation: Men tgke the same pleéasure in accumularing
as bovs to in running races and cimbing trees; [ don't helleve |
should be happy if Tlleft the strect, and there are thousands of men
Jown yonder who are depending on me for work, What wauld] the
do®”

As T took leave the old gentleman turned and said, “No.”" 1o the
offer of a caller to purchase a “privilege,” Tt then oceurred to me
that Mr. Sage’s face had not taken on a wrinkle in ten years, anid that
his elothes had impoved—the latter fact, perhaps, indicating a weak-
¢ning of his finaneial ability, Uncle Russell was always [ar hetter and
more gencrous than the reputation given him by newspapers,
cr sevenly vears ago, he was a member of Cnmzre“ He was praob-
ably not worth $5.000, but he huckled to bravely and secured the p S5
pire throngh (‘lm;.n 35 of the bill to purchase Nt Vernon, Te
1o he worth seores of millions—how many scores nohady kl]l"\\'c—'\t‘
never spent a hundredth part of the interest of it.  He never saw his
maney and never had it, excepting a bare pittance, for most of it was
wholly in the hands and cagae of others, used by them for their own
benefit.  And they are chiefly the ones who called him “skinflint.”
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