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T3 UYING

By CHARLES N. LURIE.
As "in the spring n young man's

fancy lightly turns to thoughts of

lovef" so at Easter, which is, after
all, apart from its religious sig-

nificance and solemnity, the formal
beginning of spring, his mind adverts
to thoughts of the flowers which ne
will send to his sweetheart. More
and more In recent years has Easter
been made the occasion of gift giving
In emulation of the Christmas cus-

tom, and generally the gift takes the
form of flowers.

Jiot alone do swains send flowers
to their inamoratas, but children re-

member their parent? 1 '"' "HIo
way. The latter make the exchange
of floral gifts a family affair, and
often the custom extends to remoter
relatives. Of course the churches are
remembered with floral gifts, which
lire banked about the altars. This

By AMBROSE BIERCE.

Is fren.ueu.tly the work, especially In

some denominations which believe 'n
the power of symbols to arouse devo-- j

tional thoughts, of the altar guilds,
j The elaborate adornment uf churches
with Easter flowers has "gone out"

' almost entirely, according to fashion-- '
nbio florists. One of them explains

j bered peacefully, of tho: blown tho half) with the catt side, whither General from ranks as shot, left to
Many stories' have appeared in his- - practical waggery prepared by wlilto

torles and magazines of the great bat-- j hands for their undoing,
tlo of Shiloh, but this story Is tho Presently the flag hanging limp and
most wonderfully llfe-lik- o and .strik- - llfcler.s at headquarters was seen to
lng account ever penned. It will bollift Itself spiritedly from tho staff. At
Interesting to old soldierc., especially, tho same Instant was heard a dull, dls-t-

thoso who were in the battle as itsjtant sound, like tho heavy breathing
verisimilitude is startling. It recent- - of some great animal below tho ho--

ly appeared In tho San Francisco Ex- - rizon. The flag had lifted Its head to
aminer and Is written by Ambroso listen. There was a lull
Blerce. In tho of twarm; forgat the wild intoxication of Ito

Thiii simple ttory of battle; a.s the flag drooped, the hush
such as be sol- - passed away. Hut there were some! Tho forces

is no writer to a reader who hundreds more men on their feet than)
Is no soldier. ; before; some thousands of hearts

Tho morning of Sunday, tho sixth beating with quicker pulse,
day of April, 1SC2, was bright and Again tho flag made warning sign,
warm. Rovelllo had been sounded and again the breeze bore to our ears
rather late, for tho troops, wearied tho .long, deep sighing of iron lungr.
with long marching, wore to have a Tho division, a.s If it had received a
day of rest. men wero idling sharp word of command, sprang to Its

tho emberti of their bivouac feet, and stood in groups at
some preparing brcakf8.it, oth- - tlon." Even tho Httlo blacks got up.

ers looking carelessly to the condition I havo s'.nco seen similar effects pro-

of their arms and accoutrements, duced by earthquakes; I am not sure
against tho inevitable inspection; but tho ground wp.s trembling then,

still wore chatting with pur- - Tho mosscooks, wise In their genera-posoles- o

dogmatism on never tlon, lifted tho steaming camp-kettle- s

falling theme, tho end and object of off tho liro and stood to cast out.

tho campaign. Sentinels paced up and Tho mounted orderlies had somehow

down tho confused front with a disappeared. Officers camo ducking

lounging freedom of mien and stride from beneath their tents, and gathor-tha- t

would not havo been tolerated at ed In cluitom. Headquarters had
time. A few of them limped come a swarming hive,

uhsoldlorly, In deference to blistered Tho sound of tho great guns now

fret At a llttlo dlstanco in the came In regular throbblngu tho

of the stacked arms wore a few tents strong, full pulso of tho fever of bat
f .i,ii, fi.nivnv.lipiidcd officers tin Tho fine flnntiori excitedly, sliak

i u L ui ,i i n - . - - - ' '
ocpp.iinnallv neered. languidly calling lng out its blazonry of stars and

their fotch basin Ilerco delight,

water, dust coat, or polish scab- - Toward tho knot of officer.! in its
bard. Trim young mounted orderlies,' shadow dashed from somowhoro ho

bearing despatches obviously unlmpor- - seemed to havo burst out of the ground

tant, urged their lazy nags by dovlous cloud diiBt a mounted s

amongst the, men, enduring with camp, and tho Instant roso tho

unconcern tho good humored rallery sharp cloar notes of buglo, caught

which we.i tho penalty of superior sta up and ropoated, and passed on, by

tlon. Llttlo negros not very clear- - other bugics, until tho level reaches

ly defined status and function lolled of brown tho of woods

on their stomachs, their long, trending away to hills, and tho

heels in tho sunshine, slum-- Been valleys "vocal of
I
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h i.asipg of the custom to the ex-

penditure fur fiocdratlon on the
church edifices themselves in the way

stained glass, etc.
There is as yet among folks with

much money no recognized "Easter
shopping," but none the less n good

deal of is left with the deal

if
ringing as thirty thousand men or their Nor

behind tho! from scene which they been
srnckii of arms. For call not

wearisome "general" before which
tho tents go down; it tho exhilar-
ating "assembly," which goes to
heart wine, and stir.s the blood
llko tho kisses of a beautiful woman.
Who that has heard it calling him
above tho grumble of great guns

hum the human
is a a then, music?

a tale may told a in Ken- -
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a
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tucky and Tennessee had suffered a
Borles of reverses, culminating In tho
losu of Nashville. Tho blow

Immense of ma-

terial had fallen victor, togeth-
er with the strategic
points. General Johnston withdrew
Heauregard'.s army to In

I

tho lost
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looms For
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ers blooms. The demand flow-

ers at Easter steadily,
prices g o up correspondingly. For

orchids, which sold a few

weeks before faster ?o7 T-- :
tfozen, mount as the day approaches
to fiom $12 to a dozen. Tho
higher prices paid the

blooms, which considered
more beautiful. Hut the delicately
tinted lighter also In

great demand, and (herd some-
times supplying mar-
ket. a general rule the orchid
a prlmo favorite at Easter, sharing

year,"

horns," fainter tc and
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tho

tho

has been asked: Why invited likely to inspiro moral
did General cross to tho that to physical

side of the In tho prostration. True, tho air was
of a superior force, the thunder, and the was

liuoll? Huell a long way tolling their feet; and there
come; Graut weary truth in' tho theory of

Johnston of force, these men storing
the gray the morning April, energy from every shock that burst

Cth, when Buell's division was
en bivouac near the little town of Sa-

vannah, eight or ton miles below, the
Confederate forces, having out
of Corinth tho day before, fell upon

advanco and
thorn. Grant was Savannah,

but hr.stcncd to the handing In time
to find his camps in the tho
enemy nnd the rcmnuntii of his beat-
en army cooped with an impassablo

Northern Mississippi, where lie hoped river sit their backs for moral support,
so to reci uit and equip It as to enable have related how tho news of this
it to astumo the offensive and retake; affair came to us Savannah. It

territory.
Tho Is wretched

Is
march Ten-

nessee,

Paducah,
navigable this

whero

APRIL

Instance,

coloicl

difllcutty

confidence

Certainly

brigades destroy-
ed

hands

camo through air a medium that
does not transmit details,

HI.
the the Tonnesseo river,
ngalntt Pittsburg Landing,

and fifty miles further, to where It low bare hills, partly Inclosed
tho at

It is to

knows

in

Is
in

is

Grant

Is

at

by a forest. In tho dusk of tho even-

ing April oien space, ns
point that Is to say, to Pittsburg! seen from other sldo of tho sti earn
Landing, whero Corinth gets to It by j whence, Indeed, it was anxioiiEJy
a through a thickly wood-- 1 watched by thousands of eycB to
ed country and
bayous, nobody

running Into
heavily

aro

orchids

forsIon were
up

up

eoplou.s

On
aro

this

many which It grew dark boforu
tho sun went down would havo ap-

peared to have boon ruled In long,
dark linos, new lines bolng

drawn ncroBS. Tlmso lines
obstructed by fallen treos. Tho Co- - wero regiments of BuelT's leading
rlnth road is at certain Boasons a division, which, having moved up from
branch of tho Tonnraseo river. Its Savannah, through a country presont-mout- h

is Pittsburg Landing. Hero lng nothing but interminable swamps
In wero some fields, and r houso and pathless "bottom lands," with
or two; now thero Is a national como-'ran- k overgrowths of Jungle, was y

and perhaps other riving at .scene of action breath-I- t

was at Pittsburg that less, footsore and faint with hunger.
Grant established his army, with a 'It boon a terrible race, ro.

river in his rear and two toy steam-- ) glmonts hnd lost a third of their num- -

tho honors of the day with tho Eas-

ier lily, tho cnlla lily, the various
oses, azaleas and other flowers. Hut

no blossom is neglected when tb"

sort uiib o. ril bring suggestions
of (lowering meads. Eacli one, oven
tho humble daisy, haB its admirers,

arc willing to pay good prices
for it.
Nothing Especially New This Year.

"There Is nothing especially new 'n
flowers this said a Fifth ave-

nue florist a few days ago, "unless it
be somo newly developed varieties of
delicate rambler roses." There are

unconscious strains

momentary

downed cheers, with recover
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enemy'.! river, fneo full
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its waves upon their bodies. Per-
haps this theory may better than an-

other, explain tho tremendous endur-
ance of men In battlo. Hut tho eyes
reported nothing but matter for des-

pair.
Before us ran tho turbulent river

vexed with plunging shells, and ob-

scured In spots by blue sheets of low- -

did not

tho

the
the

tho

por--

attended
metallic ring

shol'.s, by the
they

Into sldo,
winco but doing llttlo harm.

air of noises. To tho
loft rattled

smartly nnd pctulontly; directly

experienced moant
boats communication fatigue, men dropping! death wm an are which tho
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now in the market- - only at Jue. more

fashionable florists, 6r
BOO varieties or roses from tho little
wide open crimson rambler to tho
great, proud, magnificent American
Heauty. This latter rose retains its

In favor in price,
coming when uphold by a
long stem as high as $3 lor a single
specimen when bought tho dozen.

of course one need rn "v 3i

fbr a dozen American lXhtiitles Unless

one a iong purse. There aro
azaloas gardenias, tulips,
lilies of the valley, lilacs, daisies and
other varieties' of flowers enough to
give a wide choice.

Easter lilies, old which
havo losf somewhat In fashionable
favor this year, as they have been los-

ing for a few past, will sell
about as usual that is, for 3 to

Battle of Shiloh Which Was Fought Fifty Years Ago

Improvements.'

river chord. There wcro a sluggish had
deep, shaking explosions and smart
shocks; tho stray burets
and the hurtle pf conical shells; the
rush round .shot. There wero faint,

such ns announce a
momentary or partial triumph. Oc-

casionally, against tho glare behind
tho trees, could be moving black

singularly but appar-
ently no longer than a thumb. They
.seemed to mo ludicrously like fig-

ures of demons In old allegorical
prints of hell. destroy theso and
their belongings tho enemy needed but
nnothcr hour of daylight; tho steam-
ers would In that havo been do-

ing him fine service by more
fish to his net. Those of va who had
tho good fortune to arrivo late could

lying smoke. The plttlo stcamor.s
j
then havo oaten our teeth In Impotent

were doing their duty nobly. They, rage. Nay, to mnko his victory sure,
came over to us empty, and went back it that the sun should

sitting vory low In tho wa- - pause In tho one of the many
ter, apparently on the point of cap-rando- shots falling In river
sizing. The further edgo of the wa-- t would havo dono tho buslnor.s, had
ter could not be seen; boats came' chance directed it Into tho englno-ou- t

of obscurity, took on their room of a stoainor. You can perhaps
dreadful cargoes, and vanished In the! fancy anxioty with which we
darkness. But on tho abovo,! watched thorn leaping down. But we

battlo burning brightly hnd two other allies besides the night,
a thousand lights kindled and expired Just whoro tho enemy had pushed his
In evory second of time. Thoro wore right Hank into tho rlvor tho
broad flushings In tho sky, against j mouth of a wide bayou, and hero two
which the branches of tho trees show-- , had takon stntlon. They.
ed blackly. Sudden flames burst out too, wore of tho toy .sort, plated

tlo of with tho
of bursting

and musical
humming of

on

Tho was full
right and miukets

In
front It sighed und growled. To tho

oar this that tho
as a means tho lino

course--abo- ut

and
sometimes

by
Hut

has
Jonquils,

the standbys

of

of
desultory cheers,

seen

the

To

case
bringing

heavens;

tho

enough1

gunboats
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... r.i'i a do.en. Contiaiy to the gen-
eral opinion in New York and else-
where, the best specimens of tho
Easter illy are not Imported from

"The iiermuda flower does
not reach the American market in
sood condition," said an authority ort

j the subject. "None of tho good Now
j York florists sells It. Our Easter

"Hes ate all fro.wn nt home, within
' a radius of twenty-liv- e miles of Now

Vork, IiT fjen Jers,?y nnd Long
'liiev are raised from bulba

which aro imported by the million.
jfroni Jnpm. The bullvj are not grown
nere, ror tno can excel ua
easily in that respect. They grow
tho flowers out of doors, in the mil-
der Japanese climate. We Import
very few or lib" flowers of any soft.
NViftfory stock, ornamental shrubs

(Continued on page nineteen.)

was tho bocar.so creek been

need

was

was

from

ploased to fall Into a river at ono
point rather than nnothor. Such is
the part that accident may play In
tho little gamo of war.

Aa a spcctaclo this was rather fine.
Wo could Just discern tho black
bodies of these boats, looking very
much llko But whon they
lot off their b.g guns thore wm a con-
flagration. Tho rlvor shuddorcd in
its banks, nnd hurried on. bloody,
wounded, terrified; objects n mllo
away sprang toward our eyeu as a
snake strikes nt tho face of Its vic-
tim. The report stung va to tho
brain, but wo blossed it Then
we could hoar the great shell tearing
away through tho r.lr until the sound
died out In tho distance, then, a ly

long time afterward, a dull,
distant oxplosion, and a sudden sllonco

small nrnvi told their own tale.
was fine Bhootlng along tho
In tho spring of '02.

IV.
Thore was, 1 romember, no olophant

on the boat that pasid us across that
ovonlng, 1 think, any hippopo-
tamus. These havo boon out

place. hnd, howovor, a wo-

man. Whotuor the cnby was some-
where on board I not loam. Sho
was a lino cronturo, this
somebody's wife, though. Hor mis-

sion, ns sho understood it, was to In--

horo and thoro, singly and In dozen.1. Imps with metals, perhaps .splro tho falling heart with courage;
Fleeting streaks of fire crossed over with boiler Iron. They staggered and whon sho soloctod mine 1 felt loss
to us by way of welcome. Those a heavy gun or two apiece. Tho! flattorod than astonished at hor pone--

jiircd in blinding Hashes and flcrco u mado an opening In tho high t ration. How did she loam? Sho
rolls smoko,

pcullar
followed
tho fragmonts ns

struck tho ground every
making us

the tho

of ber of

years

whisper

figures, distinct,

crowded,

heights

Hormuda.

Japanese

turtles.

audibly.

of
Thoro Ton-

nesseo

nor,

of Wo

did
woman;

railway

bank of tho river. Tho bank was a stood on tho upper dock with tho red
parapot, behind which tho gunboats blazo of battlo bathing hor boautlful
crouched, firing up tho bayou as face, the twlnklo of a thousand mutk-throug- h

an ombrasuro. Tho onomy o's mlrrorod in hor eyes; and display-wa-s

at this disadvantage: ho could not lng a .small Ivory-handlo- d pistol, Bho
got nt tho gunboats, and ho could only told mo, in a sontenco punctuated by
ndvnnco by sxposlng his flank to tholrjtho thundor of groat guns, that if it
pondoroim mlstllos, ono of which jenmo to tho worst sho would do hor
would hnvo brokon a half mllo of his duty llko a man! I am proud to ro
botics and mado nothing of It. Vory member that I took off my hat to thU

this must have boon thoso ' Httlo fool.annoying
twenty gunnors boating back an armyj (Continued on ptge 23.)
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