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Choice Poctry.

did anyt
the zeal or ability of Nathan to condnet to a
| perous issne the canse he had so freely and

THE GALLOWSN GOERS.
BY THOMAS DUKN ENGLISH,
Up. snd make ready. 5o overs of fun!

Ju with holiday dresa. and be gay !
Now that the Sherifl has work to be
Basinesa be mingles with pleasure, to-day.

Some may go husting with ; and & few,
Yeods in 1 rmmd;_!:tl; may o
Churs in The sport whic T -—
We go  banging—a hanging! Hurrah!

wo monthe on a rare. drunken boat,

< Billy, ihcc::‘l\“k the eriminal slew :

Murder's a deed that invile, withoot dowbt—
Frgo—the law will tarn mnsdeger, too.

An for ""C""" whese the liguer be Kot—

Liguor whith raddensd him—yeonder's the spot—

Sammy, who L it mpproves of the law—

He gors for pg—for hanging! Hurrah!

m{p abines the sun on the place where
-nluln tall gallows, sulwtantial snd bare;
Wit & fow hoars, and o fellow will be
Danring fupdangees of fun (o the alr.
Gathered kn grogm at the gullows, Iarbiadd
Parents and children, matils, wives, young and sld,
Waiting the time when the halter shall draw—
They go for hanging—fr bangiug! Hurrah!

Pickpockets plenty are—mark how they go
m\"::rud r’!iﬂ_v to wurk st their trade.
Businise s business, atd rmjllr must know,
Tou much attontion to that can's be paid.
Swearing, and fighting. anld kicking e crumd
Utter their blasplrmozs carses alond—
Righteous example in st by the bow .
Gionad comes froan hanging—from hanging!

Look at the criminal! please ye to ook !
Stanilivg behind bim, the lunl'.'lu.-;'rnu ee—
There is the priost, with his gown his book—

Gallapdng gaily, they go to the tree
Thanks to the privsts whe the hangman befrimmd,
Choking soch knaves as 't wore labor to mend.
Hanging, they say. is LEVITICAL law—
Cheern for the clerpy—thes re CHISTIANS!

Harrah!

Hurral!

Firmlx and proudly the enlprit loaks round,
Holding his head with s satisfied air:
Murmurs applanding go over the ground—
Down pops the pricst with the felon to prayer.
“ How joteresting his looks are!™ says Ann.
“¥ou,” anwwers Sal, “and be'll die like a man!™
Elngaut talk for voung maidens, but—pahaw!
Shout for the hunging—the hanzing! Harrah!

Pravers are all finished, and now for the fan!
Orver his features the cap has been drawn;

Keren and bis comrade, l}u‘ preacher, get down ;
Crack! the whip, and the wagons moves .

W bt for the Christian to see;

Merrily dancing on nnthin1 in he.

"I‘hmu{ there’s ne fddie o hornplipe to naw,

Light are bis leaps—be's a hanging! Hurrah!

All';vr the huhv-‘;tw;;lllr t:-h.
ot the peaple, ally 3
Heaven 5‘;" lw!rirt- whm{uk! nﬂn-:iln
Dhora nnot the elergyman settle the thing 1
Home go the people, and talk of it s,
Children in pursery, servants in ball;
Hen hangs the est, in the manner he saw
Hung st the gallows God's image! Huarrah!

Bomee, ye gooad clergymen, servants of God !
Stand by my side, while I fight for your fun!
Hanging. vem s from shedding of blood—

Hemedy like i, thero mover was oo
Fally voar foroes thamp pulpdia, and be
Clerical guards of the gu-il' gallows-tree!
What i sur Savieur nres the law §

Yot go for banging—for hanging! Hurrah!

Select Storp.
NICK OF THE WOODS;

THE JIBBENAINOSAY.

A TALE OF KENTUCKY.

BY ROBEAT MONTGOMERY BIND, M. D,

(COXTINUED.)
CHATPTER XXY. ’
The moming-star, peeping into the hollow den

of the wanderers, was vet hrighit on the horizon,
when Nolund wos ronsesd from his slumbers by

t Aly 1 |
‘ As they thridded the lonely forest-paths togeth-

| o7, Nathaw explained at length the circumstan-
| o which be foumnled his hopes of
int project ; and in deing »o, convinesd the
soldier, not ml{“ﬂut his sagacity was equal to
the enterprise, but that his scquaintance with the
wilderness was by no means confined to the re-
gion south of the Ohio; the worthern conntries,
then whelly in the iom of the Indian tribes,
sppearing to be just as well known to him, the
inmi eountry in ienlar, in which lay the
til.l.-mf the Black-Valture. How this knowl-
eldge heen obtained was not so evident ; for
although be sverred he hunted the deer or trap-

own present plans, was really possess-

«d by his conductor, and he cared not to question
it had been arrived at; it was an sugury of

success, of which be felt the full influence.

The ata-mnEuf that day found hitn apon the
banks of the Kentucky, the wild and beantifil
river from which the wilderness around derived
s name; and the next morming, crossing iton a
raft of logs speedily constrneted by Nathan, he
taod upon the soil of the North-side, famous even
‘ then for ita beauty and for the deeds of bloodshed

alwost daily enscted among its seattersd setile
| ments, and destined, unbappily, to be remidered
| still more famons for . tragedy which that very
| day witnessed, far off among the barren ridges of
| the Licking, where sixty of the Distriet’s best
- and i ext sonn fell the victims less of Indian
| subtility than of their own nnpurallcled rashness,
| But of that bloody fiell the travellers were to

hiar thereafier; the yultures were winging their
| fight towards the fatal scene: but they alone
| euuld suni in that silent desert, the sceut of the
| battle (hat vexed 11,
¢ Bleeping that night in the womds, the next day,

being the fmrth since they left the Piankeshaw

camp, bebeld the travellers npon the banks of
| the Obio; which, scen, for the first time, in the
| glory of summer, its crystal waters wheeling pla-
| cidly along swid hills and forests, ever retlectod
| in the bright mirror below, and with the air of
virgin solitude which, through so many leagnes of
its oourse, it still presents, never fails to G0 the

| beholder's mind with an enchauting sense of its

Joveliness,

Here a raft was again constructed ; and the ad-
venlurers, pushiog bolilly ncross, were soon npen
the opposite shore. This feat scoomplished, Na-
than teok the precantion to launch their frail
float adiitt in the enrrent, that no tell-tale memo-
rial of & white-man's visit should remgin to be
read by returuing warriors, The next mowment,
ascending the bank of the river, he plunged with
his companion into s maze of brake and forest;
neither of them then dreaming that upon the
very spot whers they toilel throngh the tangled
labyrinths, a few years should behold the magie
spectaclo of a fair city, the Quecn of the West,
u;llri.:d: u'i;h‘ the suddenness, and almost the
splendor, of the Fate-Morgana, thon, bappily,
doomed to no such evanescent cxinf-hn'c.‘r. ; hen
bardling their arns, like men who felt they were

,in o foesnun’s conntry, and knew that every fur-

ther step was to be taken in peril, they resumed |
their journey, travelling with such speed and vig-

| or, (for Rolund’s strength had returned apace,)

Nathan, whe had already risen mud prepared a |
| enee on the prospects of the travellem.

hasty meal resembling in all respeots that of the
preceding evening, To this the soldier alid bet-
ter justice than te the other: for, althongh feel-
ing sore and stiff in every limb, he expericueed
mone of the feverish consequences Nathan hauld
predicted from his wounds; and his mind, invig-
orated by wo many hours of rest, was more tran-
quil and cheerful, The confidence Nathan seem-
il to feel in the reasonableness and practicability
of their enterprise, however wild and daring it
might have secmed to others, was his own
assurancs of its suocess: and hope thos enkin-
died and growing with his growing strength, it
required no laborious effort to summon the spir-
it mocessary to sustain him during the coming
trials.

This change for the better was not unnoticed
by Nathan, who exhorted him to eat freely, as a
nocessary prelide to the Isbors of the day; and
the rude meal being quickly and satisfactorily
despatched, and little Peter receiviug his due
share, the companions, withont further delny.
weized their arms, and recommenced their journ-
wy. UCrossing the river at the buffalo-ford shove,
and exchangiug the rosd to which it led for wild-
or and lonelier paths traced by smaller animals,
they made their way through the forest, travel-
ling with considerable speed. which was increas-
od, as the wurmth of exercise gradually restored
their native supj s to the soldier's limbs,

Aud now it wans, that, as the openinz of a
rious dawn, flinging sunshine and life over the

whole wilderness, infused still brighter hopes in- |
it, he began to divide his thonghts be- |

to hin 5
tween his Kinswoman and his guide, bestowing
more upon the latter than he had previously foumd
time or inclination to do. His strange appear-
anee, his stranger charneter, his sndden metamor-
phosis from a timid and somewhat over-conscien-
tions professor of doctrines of peace and good-
will, into a highly encrgetic and anremomseful,
not to say, valiant man of war, were all snbjects
to viske the soldiers coriosity; which was
still farther increased when he pondered over the
dismal story Nuthan had so imperfectly told him
on the past day. OF thoss dresdful ealamities
which, in Xathan’s own langnage “ had made hi'm
what he was,” a honseless wandersr of the wil-
derness, the Virginian would have gladly known
more; bat his first illnsion to the subject produe-
e such evident disorder in Nathan's mind. an if
the recollection were too harrowing to be borne,
that the voung man immediately re his
inquiries, and diverted the guide’s thoughts into
another channel. Hli: i.mujn;:ion m‘sﬂhﬂ Ix
srfect links in the story: he conld wel
;ﬁ\‘: that the same hands which had shed lh_n

that at the elose of the day, they were, neconling
to Nathau's account, scarce twenty miles distant
from the Blaek-Vaolture's village, which they |
I]‘]irlll easily reach on the following day. On the
following Jlly, accondingly, they resumed their
march, avoiding all |utfu, and stealiog through
the most unfrequented deptis of the wools, pro-
ceeding with a cantion which was every moment
heﬂlmil;ﬁdmura obyviously necessary to the sue-
cens of T enterprise.

Up to this period, their jonrney had presented
nothing of interest, being o mere succossion of

| toil, privation, aud oceasionnl suffering, naturally

epongh o be expected in such an umilertdking ;
but it was now about to be varied by an mlven-
ture of no little interest in itself, and, in its con-
sequences, destined to exercise a powerfal influ-

Layiug their plans so as to reach the Indian
vill.nft- only about nightfull, and travelling but
slowly and with great circamspection, they had
uot, at mid-day, aceomplished moch more tha:
half the distance; when they came to a halt in s
little dell, extremely wild and sequestered, where
Nathan proposcid to rest a fow hours, and recrait
their streagth with a warm dinner—a Inxury
they had not enjoved for the last two days, dur-
ing which they had sulsitsed upon cornand dried
meat fromn the Indian walleta,  Aceident  had,
o few moments before, providel them materials
for a more palatable meal. They had stumbled
n a doer that had just fallen nnder the attack
of acatamount ; which, easily driven from its yet
warm sl palpitating quarry, surrendered the
feast to its unweleome visitors.  An inspection of
the carcass showed that the animal
first struck by the bollet of some wandering In-
dian hunter—a discovery that somewhat coneern-
od Nathan, until, after a more carefill examina-
tion of the wound, which seemed peither sever
nor . he was convineed the beast hind
mn many miles. utuil, in fact, wholly exhanstod,
before the panther had finishod the work of the
t is eire auee removing  his un-
easiness, he helped himself th the choicest

h
hun

tﬁ'ﬂ‘“
| tion of the animal, amputated a hind leg without

| I nlnp!-illg
glo-

to flay it, amd clapping this upon his
ina very business-like way, left the re-

| mainder of the carcass to be despatched by the

wilil-cat at her leisure.

The little dell, in which Nathan proposed to
eook aml enjoy hifsavory treasare, at ease and in
mafety, was enclossd hills; of which the one
by which they doscended into it, fell down into a
| rolling slope densely coverod with trees: while
the other, rocky, barren, and almost naked, rose
precipitonsly np, a grim ture of solitnde and
desolation. A seauty lrook, ooxing along throngh
the swampy bottom of the hollow, and supplied
by n xpring nearits head, at which the two friends
hultu{, tn ]I'N‘IIIN‘ their meal, mn meandering
awny among the alders and other swampy plants,
to find exit into a larger vale that opened below,
thongh hidden from the travellers by the winding
of the rocky ridge before them,

In this loncly den, Nathan and Roland began
straightway to disenenmber themselves of arms
and provisions, seeming well satisfind with its
eonvenience. Bat not go with little Peter; who,
baving faithfully accompanied them so far, now
ﬁilmg humbly ar his ter's heels, and now,
in perinds of alarm or doubt, taking post in frout,
the leader of the

rty, uplified his nose, and fell
1o sunfling aboaf mlu in a way that soon attract-
ed his ter's notice.

lood of every member of the poor borderer's
lt:-\is. might have struck the hatchet into the
hoad of the resisting husband and father; and
that the effects of that blow, with the desolation
of heart and fortine which the heavier onea,
struck at the same time, had entailed, might have

driven him to the woods, an idle, and lleﬁ'.lpl

imless, wanderer. i
'“l-i::‘. far these causes might have opersted in
leading Nathan into those Iate acts of which

were at anch varisnce with his faith and profes-
gions, it remained also for Roland to imagine;
in truth, he imagined they had operated
issions could to sanction sny
v were the results partly of

however they migh
sense of propriety, now rat but lightly on

seience; and, in since his at the

Piankechaw camp, he ceased even to talk of them, -

perhaps resting that as an all-sofficient ex-
planation nlu'l':np!:::[y. It is certain, from. that
m“lmﬂll‘ be lwre himsell more ¥
antered no protest whatever against
on 1o do his share of such fighting as might ecour
—a stipulation made with ﬂ:’ﬁ anxions fore-
thonght, when be fist consented to acoompany
the lowt travellers—nor betraved an

of invective against the Indians, w having
first spoken of them only as “evil poor
Rhawnee creatnres” he now designnted, eonform-

ably to established neage among his bars of
the Stations, as * thieves and dogs” vil-
lains, and rapseallions ;™ all which e

he od with as much case and emphasis a8

if l:;h:-lm-:rnl:t;r;nnl to nxe them all hin life.

ith this singn riend and eompanion, Ro-
land ed his way throngh the Il:luild,'-l'm-,
committing life, and the

than life, to kis sole gnidance and protection: mor |

nocident, |

that were dearer

Smelling first aronnd the
mj awl then giving a look both up aml down

:ﬂu. as if to sat himselfl there was noth-
ing wrong in either of those quarters, he finally
began to ascend the rocky ri sanffing as he
went, and ever and anon looking back to his mas-
ter, and soliciting his attention by a wag of his
tail.

“Truly, thee did onee wag to me in vain!™ said
Nathan, snatching up his gun, and looking vol-
umes response at hin brute ally, “but
! thee won't cateh me napping again ; though, tra-
15, what thee can here, where is neither
track of man nor print of beast, truly, Peter, 1
have no idea!”
| With these words, he crept up the hill bimaelf,
following in little Peter's ; and
who sl graped bo sile, e Norien bnd deme,
withont e & ing same im-
to Peter's note of warning, thought fit
to imitate hix example.

manner, cantiously emwling np, the
':ihe.dl renched the crest of the hill: and
over & of fifty or more fret sheer

. with which it suoddenly dipped into 2

wild but beantiful Jittle rul:f:r lnrhw.:;:;-ld :
“ hem some oy
o both to bless their

meglectad the warning

hing happen to shake his faith in either |

wu| he could earry such ions in
mm‘dthludhn::h‘ nln;--
enough for Roland that the kunow! 5O CESll-

| ter the same in search of the maid, thee kinswo-

which was evidently of angauy asceut, t
abrun:nd wteep. valley thus circumsent
ed, though broken, and here and there deeply fur-
| rowed by the water-courpe, was nearly destitute
of trees, exeept ot ita head, where a few young
beeches flung their silver boughs and rich foliage
abroad over the grassy knolls, and patches of paw-
pawn drooped their leaves and swelling

ley, atthe distance of three or four hundred pa-
cos from them, that the eyes of the two adven-
tarers, direeted by the sound of voices, which

they had heand the instant they reached the crest |
of the ridge, fell, first, apon the smoke of & huge |

fire curling werrily npinto the air, and then up-
on the bodies of no less than five Indian  warri-
ors, all zealonsly and uproariously engaged in an
amusement highly characteristic of their mee.

| Where was among them a white man, an unfortu- | was over: the prisover, 8 man of powerful frame
nate w.utumﬂlﬂll;:'h! : id ap 3 -t

Jhad by the legs to a tree; arcand w
the savages daneed and
rage, now in merriment, but all the while bela-
horing the poor wreteh with rods and switches,
which at every tum round the tree, they laid

abont his head and slionlders with uncommon en- | Two of the Indians sat near him on the grass
ergy and zest. This was a species of diversion bet- | keeping watch, their lintchets in their hands,

ter relished, as it seemed; by the captors than
their captive; who, infariated by his pangs, and |
perhaps desiring, in the desperation o IE mo-
ment, to provoke them to end his safferings with
the hatebet, retaliated with his fists, which were
at liberry, striking flereely at every opportunity,
and onee with sneh effect as to tnmble one of the
tormentars to the earth—a catastrophe, however,
that the others rewanded with rades of approv-
ing langhter, though without for a moment inter-
wmitting their own cruelties,

This spreetncle, it may he well snpposed, pro-
duced a strong effeet apon the minds of the trav-
ellers, who, not without alarm on their own ac-
couut at the discovery of sach dangerous neigh-
bogs, eonld " not view withont emotion a fellow
white-tian awl econutrymen helpless in their
haids, and endaring torfures perimys preliminary
e sdrewdfnl ome of the stake. They
Looked obe another in the face: the Vikginian's

3 parklml with a meaning which Nathan conld
not miaoderstand; and elutehing bis ritle tight-
or in his hapds, aml eyeing the yonng man with
an ominons stare, he mnttersd—* Speak, friend —
thee is 3 man amd a soldier—what does thee think,
in the case mode and provided 1™

“We are but two men, and they five,” replied
Roland, firmly, though in the lowest voice; and
then repeated, in the same energetic whisper—
“we are but two men, Nathan; bat there is no
kinswoman new 1o unman me! "

Nuthan took another peep st the savages, be-
fore speaking. Theu looking upon the young man
with an unessy conntenance, he said—"* We are
Lut two men, as thee savw, and they five; and,
truly, to do what thee thinks of, in open day, is a
thing not to be thonght on by men that have soft
places in their bosoms. Nevertheless, I think, ac- |
conding to thee own opinion, we being strong
men that have the wind of the villains, and a
pood canse 1o help nx, traly, we might snap the
poar man they have captivated ont of their hands,
with considerable mnch damuge to themn hesides, |
the murdering rapseallions '—But, friend,” he
ndded, seeing Holand give way to his eagerness— |

“thee spoke of the fair maid, thee eonsin—If thee
fights this battle, truly, thee may never see her |
more.”

“If I fall,” said Roland —but he was interrapt-
ed by Nathan:

“It is wot that thee is tothink of.  Truly, friend,
thee may fight these savages, and thee may van-
quish them ; but anless thee believes in thee con- |
scienee thee ecan kill every one—truly, friend, |
thee can hardly expeet it?™"

*And why should wet It is enough if we can |
rescue the prisoner.”

“Friend, thee is mistaken. If thee attacks the
villains, and but ee of them escapes alive to the |
village, sounding the alarm, thee will never en-
man. Thon sees the case: thee must choose be- |
tween the captive there and thee cousin '™ |

This was a view of the case, and as Roland folt, |
a just one, well ealeulated to stagger his resolu- |
tionx, if not entirely to abate his sympathy for
the uakuewn sufferer. As his b of sucerss in
the enterprise for which he had already dared
aml endared so mach, evidently depended upon
his ability to approach the Inlian village with-
onk awakening saspicion, it was undeniable that
an attack npon the party in the vale, anless re-
sulting in its eomplete destruction, mnst cause to
be horne to the Black-Volture's town, and on the
wings of the wimnd, the alarmu of white men in the
woods; amd thas not ouly ent him off from it,
bnt actually bring upon himself all the fighting-
men whe might be remaining iu the village. To |
attack the party with the expeetation of wholly
destroying it, was, or seemed to be, an absundity.
Bat to desert a wretched prisoner whom he had
it perhaps in his power to rescne from captivity,
and from a fate still more dreadful, was a derelic-
tion of duty, of honor, of common humanity, of
which be coulid searce persuade hitmself to be guil-
ty. lle cast his eyes upon the glen, and once
more looked upon the captive, who had sunk to
the growmd, as if from ex ion, and whom the
savages, after beating bim awhile longer, as if to
force bim again on his feet, that they might atill
enjoy |h¢ir_nH:l‘\‘1nml, now fell to securing with
thongs. As nd looked, be remembered his
own night of eaptivity, and hesitated no longer.
Turning to Nathan, who had been camestly read-
ing the struggles of his mind, as revealed in his
face, he said, and with nofaltering resolation—
“Yon =ay we ean rescoe that man.—I was a pris-
oner, like him, botund too—a belpless, hope
captive—three Indians to guard me, and but one
friend 1o look npon me; yet did not that friend
abandon me to my fate.—God will protect my
poor cotisin—we must rescie him!"”

“ Thee inamun, every inch ol thee !™ gaid Nathan, |
with a leok of uncommon satisfaction and fire:
“ther shall have thee will, in the matter of these
mundering Shawnee dogs: and, it may be, it will
be nome the worse for thee Kinswoman.™

With that, he motioned Roland to creep with
him  hevond the erest of the bill, where they
straightway held 8 hurried consaltation of war to
determine npou the plan of procesdings in the
prosecution of an wlventare o wild aud perilous,

The soldicr, burning with fience andor, proposed
that they should take post respectively the one
at the head, and the other at the ountlet of the
vale, and creeping as nigh the enemy as they |
could, deliver their tire, and then rushing on, before |
the savages conld recover from their umr.-in-. do |
their best to finish the affuir with theirdatehets
—a plan, whicl, as he justly said, offered the on- |
Iy prospect of entting off the retreat of those who |
might survive the firr. But Nathan had alreads |
e Tty oF Bapedacbiag the taey tham
the im tv of approae the enemy
below, the valley g no mnmnl‘ ment which |
wonld make an advance uarter ica- |
ble; whereas the bushes on the » Where the |
twe walls of the glen anited, Md;:r -fnu;‘:n- |
viti porfanity to_ervep on the without
‘mln:""?m_ “Truly,” said he, “we will |
get us as the assassin thieves as we canj |
and, w‘l,'l

a brace of t
them beaatifal!"—an

"o

proper battle condition,
Prter to ensconee in a bush,
straightway bestowed himself,
with an alacrity of motion and ardor of
indirated anything rather

m work in

desirable position
But a better an even than the tmshes was
soon discovered by the two friends.
l:;::n::i in the side of the hill
and ruuni from
bottom, Il'limlla:i mn‘alr
they saw st a g
tweaty or thirty
and, to add 10 ite sdvan
'little water-course, whose

| eals is in_onr bands, and we will smite them hip

it |
over the stream. It was in this part of the val-  ravine: and

: but

adsuned sham
now with | ous of the Indisns, while his coat, equally mn‘t[

| who, springing up, wilr‘yellnnf fear amd aston-
| wildly arund them for the unseen foe. The

| hill-side, betrayed the lurking-place

| man heads—or, to speak more correctly, two hu-
| man caps, for the beads were far below the
| rising in the smoke, and
| as if to mark the result

| mns, as with the speed of thought, seduced by a

| exposed 1o their vengeanece. The caps fell, and

af 1
was to kill or to die. With his axe Honrished | thei
over his bead, Nathun rushed aguinst the tallest | drew nigh, sunfling the
| and foremonst enemy, wha, as he sdvanced, swung | mucl andor as they coul '
his tomabawk, in the act of throwing it. Their | scent of battle. The hauuch, eooked to ther | little

Bot
| without effect,

from rock to rock, assared them they could =»
certainly approach nohesrd.

“Tuly,” mntiered Nathsn, with a grim chuck-
le, as he looked, first, at the friendly raviuve, and
then at the savages below, “the Philistine ras-

“‘1"]:':!-! he erept i to the
ith this inspi assILrAnce n
- lhmgﬂh , They were uinvn}i’:
possession of A post ng, pot only t
Lput vecupied by the enemy, but the whole val-
Y.
Peering through the fringe of shrubs that rose,
s verdant parapet, on the brink of the gulley,
they looked down npon the savage ¥, how

lena than forty from the m of their
ns, aml wholly anaware of the fate preparing
them. The acene of divemion tormont

nalid a ‘whose hat—a thing of

amd tattered, hnng from the shonlders of o
lay bonnd under a tree, but =0 nigh that they
conlil mark the laborions heavings of his chest.

their guns resting within reach against the trank
of a tree nrrﬂhrzlm by some horricane of form-
er years, andd now moualdering away. A thind was
engaged with his tmahlwh away the
fow dry bonghs that on the trunk.
lhi:'at_lmg at the fire, which the thind was thos
Iaboring to replenish with fuel, were the two re-
maining savages: who, holding their rifles in
their hawds, divided their attention betwixt a
=honlder of venison roasting on a stick in the fire,
and the eaptive, whom they seemed to regand as
destinml 19 be sootier or later disposed of iu a sim-
ilar manuer,

_The position of the parties preclnded the hope
Nathan had veotured te entertain of getting them
in a cluster, al so doing double execution with
rach ballet ; but the disappointurent neither
chilled his ardor nor, embarrassed his plans.  Hin
scheme of attack bad been framed to embrace all
contingeneies; and he wasted no farther time in
deliberation. A few whispered wonds conveyed
his last instrctions to the soldier; whe, reflect-
ing that he was fighting in the canss of humani-
ty, remembering his own heavy wrongs, and
marking the fiery engerness that flamed from Na-
than's visage, bauished from his mind whatever
disinelination hemight have felt at beginning the
fray in a meode so secwingly treacherous and ig-
noble.  He laid his axe on the brink of the gully
at his side, together with his foraging eap; and
then, thrusting his rifle throngh the bashes, 100k
aim at one of the savages at the fire, Nathan di-
recting his piece ngainst the other. Roth of them
presented the fairest marks, an they sat whally
uneonseions of their danger, enjoying in imagina-
tion the tortures yet to be inflicted on the priso-
ner. But a noise in the gnllv—the falling of a
stono locsened by the soldier's foot, ora Jonder than
nsual plash of water—suddenly rpused them from
their dreams: they started up, and turned their
eyes towanls the hill.—“Xow, friend!” whispersd
Nathan;—* if thee minses, thee looses thee maid-
en amd thee life into the bargain.—Is thee ready?™

“Hendy,” was the reply.

“ Right, then, through the dog’s brain—fire!™

The erash of the picces, and the fall of the two
victims, both pierced through the brain, were the
first annoancement of rig'ln their companions ;

ishment, and suatching at their arma, looked

[:riwm-r also, astonnded out of his despair, raised
is head from the gras, and glared aronnd. The
wrealhs of smoke eurling over the bashes on the

1 and prisoner ol‘lh:wh;:-
ants ; aml savages turmin, A
they ‘all Lebeld at once the spectacle n‘f two hu-

m—

ng over the bushes,
the volley. Loud, fu-
rious, amd exulting wore the sereams of the Indi-

strutagem oflen practiced among the wild beroes
of the bonder, they raised amd discharged  their
pieces against the imaginary foes so incautiovsly

| while even Nathan surveyed him with something
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ernsh the skull to atome; and all the while gamn-
ishing them with a running accom.paniment of
onths and maledictions little less tic and
overwhelming. “You switches gentlemen, do
yon, you exfluctified, penditioned mascal? Ar'nt
you got it, yon miggur-in-law te old Sattan ! yon
tarnal half-imp, yon? H'var's for yon, you dog,
and thar’s for yom, you dog's dog! H'var's the
way I pay you in a small-< of sogdulogerd ™
And thns he eried, until Roland and Nathan
seized him -by the shonlders, him by
main foree from the Indian, whomn, as was fonnd,
when they came to examine the hody afterwards,
he had actually pommelled to desth, the skull
having been beaten in as with blndgeona.—The
vietor -rnmg upon his feet, and roared bin tri-
amph aloud :—*Ar'u’t I lick’d him bandsome '—
Mh'ﬁr Kentucky and old Salt—Cock-a-doo-
L LM

And with that, turning to his deliverers, he
davad 6 bl v

play d eyes,
nred by hlood and mire, the never- wrgod ten

features of the captain of horse-thieves, Roaring
Ralph Stackpole.

CHAPTER XXVL
The amazement of Stackpoleat finding to whom

the travellers; but it was mingled, in his ease,
with feelings of the most unl and clamor-
ous delight. Nathan he grasped by the hands,
being the first upon whom he set his eyes; but no
wooner had they wandersd to the soldier. than
throwing his arms around him, he gave him a
hng, neither tender nor respectful, but indieative
of the intensest affection and rapture.

“You eut the rope, strannger, and you cut the
tng” he eried, “on msdan’s beseeching! but
h'ar's the time yon holped me ont of a fix without
axing' Now, straunger, | afn't your dog, ‘eanse
lyow, 'm annfeliferons madam’s: but if T ar'nt
S":mr dog, I'm your man, Ralph Stackpole, to be
your true-blue throngh time and etarnity, any way
yvou'll ax me: and if you wants a sadger, Il Tist
with yon, 1 will, "tarnal death to me!”

But how, in Heaven's name, eame you here a
prisoner? | saw yon escape with my own eves,”
waid Rolaml, hetter p perhaps, at the acces-
wion of such a stout anxiliary than with his mode
of professing I'n::i:lmllt daps;n’lins. -

“Strannger,” al “if you war lo ax me
from now till doomsday about the why and the
wharfo,’ [ evuldy’'t make yon more nor one answer:
1 come to holp the anngelifervns madam out of
the bands of the abl according to my
sworn dnty as her natteral-bormn alave and redem
tioner! T war hanl on the track, when the vil-
lains here canght me.”

“What!" eried Roland, his heart for the first
time warming towanls the dis borse-thief,

like complacency, “yon were following ny poor
cousin then? You were not brought here a pris-
oner T ;
“If I war, I wish T may be shot,” said Ralph:
“it warn't a mils back on the ridge, whar the In-
Juns snapped me; "canse how, [ jist bang'd away
at o deer, and {iqt then np jumps the rascals on
me, afo’ I had loaded old speechifier; and so they

he owed his deliverance, wis not less than that of |
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rsued it with zeal and

party, and immediately
necessary caution mnd

conrage, but still with

was seon red to want and sanffering, which he
bare for three days with hemic fortinde; nmtil at
last. on the moming of the present day, being in
astate of utter starvation, and abuck springing np
in his path, he conld resist the temptation no lou-
ger, and so fired upon it. The auimal being
wounded, and apparently severely, he set off in
pursuit, too eager to lose time by ree hin
e; and it was while he was in that
eondition that the five Indians, a detuchment

and -ltpmul.dtbevn'yrﬂyh
was . mtt d by the od of his gun,
stole npots him usnawares and made him a prison-

er. This, it seems, had bappened but a short dis-
tance behind; and there was every reason to sup-
that the buck, from whose loins the travel.

hal filched the haunch that destiny hal su-

by a better, was the identical animal

whone sedocing a nee had brought Stackpole
into captivity. He was immediately recoguized
by his captors, whose exultation was bonndless,
as indeed was their cmll;: amd be conld muly ae-
conut for their Balting with him in that retired
hollow, instead of pushing on te display their
prize to the main body, by suppming they conld
not resist their desire 10 enjoy 2 sung little
taste of the joys of torturing him at the stake, all
by themselves—a right they bad carned by their

they had paused, and tying him up.
strnightway to flog bim to their hearts’ content;
and thes had just resolved to intermit the amnse-
ment awhile, in favor of their dinner, when the
appenrance of his bold dellverers rushing into
their eamp, converted the seene of brutal merri-
ment into one of retributive v and blood.
The discow that the five beings he
had contributed so much to destroy, were and
of the very band, the anthors of all his suf-
rings, the captom of his kinswoman, abated somne
little feelings of compunction with which Roland
had begun necu'wnnl[:le look upon the gory cors-
es around him.
The main body of maranders, with their prison-
er, there ne;eigmll reason to su were yet
T their to the vilis too far
vanced to leave any hope of overtaking them.
were that even desirable. It is true, that Roland,
firedd by the thought of being so near his kinswo-
man, and having his eves a proof of what
might be done by eraft and courage, even agninst |
overwhelming nnmbers, urged Nothan immediate-
Iy to re-commence the pursait: the Indians wonld
doubiless halt to rest and refresh, as the lnckloss |
five had dove, and might be approached and de- |
stroyed, now that they themselves had inereased |
their forces by the resene of Ralph, in the same |
way: “we can earry with us,” he said, “these |
Indians’ guns, with which we shall be mere than |
amatch for the villaine;” and he added other ar- |

nablb’d me! , And so, sodger, h'yar's the way of it |
all: You see, d'von see, as soon aa Tom Broce |

self—"

wonnded i™

it war a kind of narvousness come over him that |
among the narves. And so, yonu see, d'yon see, |

and he'll holp you ont of the akrimmage;” and, |
mays L ‘T take the back-track, and foller arter |
madam.”  Awl, saya he, says he—But,"tarnal death
to me, let's sealp these h'yar desd villnins, aud do
the talking atter! Did you see the licking I gin
this bere feller? It war s regmular fair lnmk-
down-and-drag-ont, and I licked him! Thar's all
norts of ways of killing Injaus: but, I reckon, I'm
the only gentleman in all Kentuck as ever took a
scalp in the way of satur’!  Hurmal for Kentuck! |
and hurmah for Ralph Stackpole, for be &’ a |

i
seremner!™ |

with them the rifles that had been employed to
raise them; and the voice of Nathan thumdered

throngh the glen, as he 1 his tomahawk |

Tise violation of the dead bodies was 2 mode of |

crowning their victory which Roland would have |
gladly dispensed with; Lut such forbearance, op- |

aml sprang from the diteh—* Now, friend! up | posed to all border ideas of manly spirit amnd pro-

with thee axe, aml do thee daty!”
With these words, the two assailants at once
leaped into view, and with a bold burmah, and

priety, found no advocate in the eaptain of_horse- |
thieves, and none, we are sorry to say, even in the

conscientions Nathan; whe, ‘having bathed his |

bulder hearts, rushed towards the fire, where lay | peaceful sword too deep in blood to boggle longer

the undischarged rifles of their first victims. The
savages Yelled also in reply, and two of them

bounded forwanl to dispute the prize. The thind, |

stagzgered into momentary inaction by the sud- | ing Ralph falling to work with an energy of spir-

at trifles, seemed mightily inelined to try his own |
hand at the exercise. But this addition to the |
catalogne of his backsliding was spared him, Roar- |

denness and amazement of the attack, rushed for- | it and rapidity of exeention, which showed he |

ward but a step; but a w
on his lips, as be raised the rile which ke had not
vet discharged, full sgainst the hreast of Bloody

Nathan. Hut his trinmph was short-lived; the | destined to be really ended but with the anmibila-
blow, so fatal as it must have proved to the life | tion, or civilization, of the American race, first be-
of Nathan, was averied by an unexpected inci- | gan between the savage and the white intrader.
dent. The prisvner, near whom he stood, putting | It was, and is, essentially 8 measare of retalia
all his vigor into one tremendons effort, burst his | compelled, if not justified, by the ferocious exam-
bonds, aud, with a yell ten times londer and | ple of the red-man. Brutality ever begets brutal- |
iercer than had yet been uttered, added himsell | ity; and magnavimity of arms can be onl
of encour- | cised in case of a

to the combatants. With a faricus cry
agement to his rggeners—* Hurrah for Kentueky !
—give it to 'em good!™ he threw himselfl upon
the sav: beat the gun l:run‘Li- hands, and
grasping him in his brawny arma, harled him to
the eart

struggle, growling and whnting, and mndlip‘s
suddiden ey

one anvther like wild beasts, the twao, still
in furivus em Iy
banks of the brook, there
were immediately lost to sight. |
Befure this catast ocenrmed, the other In-

dians and the assailanis met at the fire; and each | awal
| singling out his opponent, and think no more | flict.  Nor were its effects lew
¥ business | than and Ralph,

ritles, they met as men whose «

weapons parted from their bands st the same mo- |

ment, and ullhrlu]n eqpual acenracy of wim; |

I.nutlau-e!in with a erush in the air,
jer to ©

earth, doing no harm to of

. The

his shoulder: a single effort of his vast
snfflesd to stretch the sav at his feet;
bolding him down with his knee and
than snatched up the nearest axe. *
of thee tribe was in thee wwom,” be eried
ook of nnrrknﬂhﬁu:r,\'. of hatred deep and
effaceable, “ thee Il die the dog’s deat
thee does!™ And with a blow furicusly stroc)
and thrice repeated, he despatehed the struggling
savage as he lay.

He rose, brandishing the batehet, and
lookesd for his companion. He him
the earth, lying npon the Sresst of his
whom it had been his

ter.

j
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where, rolling over and over in mortal | he conld ot prevent, he made his way to the fire,

mumbled down the | roasting on the mde Indisn
il‘h and steep, and | which, (we recond it with shame,) quite

:-E fell to- | with an energy of appetite
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of exnltation was | nesded no ussistance, and lefl no room for compe-

tition. Such is the practice of the border, and |
snch it has been ever since the mortal fend, never

Lion,

magnanimons foe. With such,

the wildest and fiereest rover of the frontier be-
comes 3 generous and even hnmane enemy.

The Virginian was yet young in the war of the

wilderness: and tnming in disgnst from a scene

where the haunch of venison, sending forth a
savory steam throngh the whale valley, was yet |
apit—a acle,
ninhed
from his mind not only all thoughts of Ralph's
barbarism, but even the snblime military anior |
kened by the din and perils of the late enn- |
potential apon Na- |
who, baving first washed from
faces the staina of battle, now
nme of dinner with as |

r hands amd

hands, was straightway removed fo a convenient |
place, where all, drawing their knives, fell foul |
and satisfaction that
left them oblivioua of most sablunary affairs, The |
soldier forgot his sorrows, and Nathan forgot little |
Peter—though little Peter, by suddenly creeping |
out of the bushes on the hill, and erawling humbly |

| to the ‘table, and his master’s side, made it appa- |

himself. As for the cap-
tain of horse-thieves, he forgot everything nave

g

il

!

g
£
g¥

%

:
L

3
1
¢

¥
4
i

i
F

£
7

i

&
¥

41

I
f
?i
i

}l

..

|
i
e

Hi
ri?
?iti
H|

i
E
¥
!,
¥

e

guments, such, however, as appeared moch more
weighty to bimself than to honest Nathan. That

comes t0o, 50 as to be able to hold the hoss him- | the main party should have haltod, as he suppos- | short®
| ed, didl mot appear at all probable to Natha: they | against his will, that wisdomw and afection both
“What," said Roland, “was he not mortally | hal no canse to arrest them in their jonrney, and | ealled on him to play the part Nathan assigned
| they were but a few miles removed from®the vil- |
““He ar'n’t much hurt to speak on, for all of his | lage, whither they wonld doubtless procesd with- | —with the understanding, however, that the ren-
looking so mnch like coffin-meat at the first jump: | ont delay. to enjoy the rewands of their villainy, | dezvons, in which he was to await (he operations

amnil endl the day in revelry and debanch, “ And

men feels when they gets the thwack of a bullet | truly, friend,” he added .* it will be better for thee, | the village, whenee

and we, awd the maid Edith, that we steal her by |

xays 1. ‘Tom Bruee, do yon stick to the critter, | night from out of a village defended only by | belm

drowsy squaws and dranken warriors, than if we |
were Lo aim at taking ber ont of the camp of a war-
party. Do thee keep thee patience; and, truly,
there is no telling what good may come of it." Io
short, Nathan hard here, as in previons instances,
made up his mind to eondnet affairs his own way;
swl Roland, thongh torn by impatience, conld
nothing better than submit.

And now, the dinner being at last despatehed,
Nathan direeted that the lualies of the stain In-
dians shonld be tumbled into a golly, and hidden
from sight ; a measure of such evident precantion
as to need no explanation.  This was immediately
done: but not Ralph and the man of peace had
well rummaged the pouches of the dead, helping
themselves to such valnahles amd stores of prov-
ender and amunition as they could lsy hamds on;
in asldition to which, Nathan stri from ono a
light Indian hunting shirt, from another a blanket,
a womns's shawl, and s medicine bag, from a
third divers jiuﬂing bundles of broaches and
hawk-hells, toge with a pouch countaining ver-
million and other paints, the principal articles of
savage toilet; which he made up into a bundly, to |
be usesd for & purpose ho did not coneeal from his |
comraden. He then seized npan the rifles of the

L (from smong which Slukrah hal already
sip ont his own,) and removing the lockn, bid
them away in ernsnies of the cliffs, coneealing the
locks in other places;—a disposition which he al-
so made of the knives and tomabawks; remark-
ing, with great justice, that “if honest Christian
nieni were to have no good of the w it was
{::.E' as well mardering Injuns should be no better

These things concladed, the dead covered over
with boughs and brambles, snd nothing left in the
vale to attract a passing and unobservant eye, he
gave the signal to resame the march, with
w-ndc-ptnh Ralph, stole from the field of

tt!

|

—

CHAPTER XXVIL
ilight was darkening in the west, when |
the three venturems, stealing tw tangled
thickets, and along lonely ridges, fully aveid- |
ing all frequented paths, Inoked ont at last, from |
n-?lnlaul hingruu the valley in which lay the |
village of the Black-Valture. The rntldy.lﬂhl of

i from clomls of erimson
evening, bursting e mpdlb m

|
The tw

|
|

dotted aver with clnmps
a fairy river, a tributary
ing «long from side to side, now bi beucath
the shadow of the hills, now glancing light,
ve an air of tender besuty to the scene belter |
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before Nathaw, he struck the trail of the main | you will snnfl the track together:

good fortune in taking him. In the valley, then, |

Fnu-nlnl l

| the noul of the feast, the feast

1

¥

=hall hunt
| wp sungelliferons madam, and gin my
| meots; and, while vou're about it, 11 sical her »

cir lw‘h: his hw of W ahle to do | hoss to ride off on !

mhﬁ to the advantage of his benefactress, |  “Truly,” said Xathan, conplacently, “T wan

reating principally on his knowledge of several of | thinkingof that ; for, they sars, thee is inas

the outer Indian towna, in every one of which, he | horse-ponnd: and it necds the e should

boasted, he had stolen horses. Bdnghsm have some better to» depenid on, in fighe,

l:rm_rsdul with food, and afraid to hunt win than her vwn inocent lege. Awd wo, friend,
wing so closely the heels of the maranders, be | if thee thinks in thee eonscience thee ean holp her

| I a strong snimal, withoat fear of discovery, 1
| don't care if the goes with me: and, truly, if thee
| could steal two or three more of the ereatnres for

our awn riding, it wight greatly sdvantage the

“Thar yon talk like a feller of gnmption,” said
Ralph : “only show me the sight of a bit of skin-
rope for halters, and you'll see & sample of hoss
stealing to make your ha'rstand on eond!™

“Of a trnth.” said Nathan, “thee shan't want
for halters, if leather can make thom.  Thero in
that on my hack which will make thee n dozen:
and, truly, as it needs 1 shoaldpow pal me on at-
tire more sitable to an Injan village, it is o satis-
faction thee can put th- old garment to such good

nse,

With these words, Xathaa stripped off his coat
| of skine, so amed and so venerable, aud gave it to
| the caprain of horse-thieves; whe, vastly delight-
| @l with the prize, instantly commenced entting it
| i to rude halters; while Nathan snpplied its place

by the lome enlico shirt he hal seleeted from
among the spoils of the DLinlian party, throwing
aver it, mantle-wise, the braad Indian hlanket.

. His head he bound round with the gawdy shawl
fore- | which he had also tuken from the brows of &
| deadd foeman ; and be hnng abont his person va-

| vions ponches and ormamented belts, provided for
the purpose.  Then, dattbing over his face, arms
amd breast with streaks of red, Wlack, anld green
paint, that seenied designed to ropresent snakes,
i lizanls, and other reptilen; he woas, on » stndrlen,
| eonverted into a highly table-looking sav-
| mazet, is grim and awe-inspinng as these Larharie
| ornaments and his attire, mhled to hislofi« stature,
| could make him. the met hosis was
so complete, that Capesin Ralph, as he swors,
coald scarce look at him without longiug, as this
:ol‘:h: persoange expresscd it, “ to be a: Lis top-
not.
In the meanwhile, Forreator had not dofirred
with i to an arrangement which threnten-
ed to leave him, the most interested of ull, in in-
lorious inactivity, while his eompanions wers

harin, the canse of his Edith. He remon-
strated, Wnd insisted npon \anying them tn
the village, to sbare with them all the gors of

the enterprise.

“If there was danger to none but onrselves,
truly, thee should go with us and welcome,™ said
Nathan ; rvrml ng, justly enongh, the little
serviee that Roland, destitute of the requisite
kinwledge and skill, could be expectsl to render,
amd the dangers hé must necesarily bring o
the others, in case of sny, the most ordinary, dif-
fienlties arising in their progress throngh the
village. Everything must now depend upon ad-
dreas, mnnin‘ il presence of mind; the
least indi ion (and how wany might not the
soldier, his feelings wonnd np to a pitch of the in-
tensest excilement, commit,) musg of & Decessity
terminate in the instant destroction of wll. In
1* Roland was convinesd, though sorelv

him: nnd he aubmitted to e raled aceonlingly,

of the nthers, should he upan the very borders of
he misht, in umpt::i‘::
emergeney, in case of itive danger el

i mlhdmhu m’ﬂmm.

When the twilight had darkened away, and
the little river, rippling along its conme, sparkied
only in the light of the siars, the thres friends
crept from their rotreat, and decended boldly in-
to the valley ; where, guided by the barking of
dogs, the oceasional yells of a drunken or game-
some savage, and now and then the red of &
fire flashing from the open crannies of a cabin,
they fonnd little difficulty in approaching the In-
dian village. It was situated on the further bank
of the stream, and, as deseribed, just behind the
hend of the vale, at the bottom of a ragged, bat
not lofty Lill ; which, jntting almost iuto the river,
left yot space enongh for the Forty or fifty lod
composing the village, sheltering them in -in%::
from the bitter blasts that rmsh, at that season,
from the northern lakes. Beyond the river, on
the gide towards the travellers, the vale was brosd-

| er; and it was there the Indians had chietly plant.

e their eorn-felds,—fields enriched by the laber,
srrlur also by the tears, of their -‘
rgruled women.

Arriving at the bonders of the ealtivatsd grounds,
the three adventurers crossed the river, which
was neither broad nor deep, and stealing among
logn and stumps at the foot of the hill, where
some indnstrions savage had, in forwer years, be-
gun to clear a field, which, however, his wives had
pover planted, they lay down in cuncealment,
waiting until the sabsiding of the nnusmal hustls
in the village, & conserquence manifestly of the ex-
cessen which Nathan the victurs would
indalge in, should remder their further sdvance
practicable. But this was not the work of a meo-
ment. The navage can drink and dance thruogh
the night with as lusty a zeal as hia white neigh-
har; the song, the jest, the merry tale, are asdear
to his imagination ; avd in the rtirement of his
own village, feeling no longer the restraint of
stolid gravity,—assumed in the haunrs of the
white man, less to play the part of 8 hero than to
cover the nakedness of h;lu i::n' lllf!ﬂ"';:"r""h
can give himsell up to wi nigenee, the s
of -lhim and Mir: andd, when the fire-

! only etla the
last drop of liguer.
“nml; unrul{:ul:i;d m’:t ;h-hdl:ﬂ-.
the vi wore, thin n L t devo-
tious to the Manito of the mm- -u‘ul il
folly and together from the
which one

kit

.

Inck, sod friend

o that we can

mave by the irnt

- blink of day, and do thee best lo save thes own

life ! and, 1 have some thee Aoe-
ered ; ! ir Tittle

which I will leave with fr. truly, e womid

Lm-ﬂmud‘m villags,

baring better skill ta 2’-

the cresturen of his own kind,) - ‘thes

H-m-:t-ﬁoh‘:..“wi

o e e Traly, Biend, be bath s




