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Up. and make read jr. ye lorei-- of fan!
On with j our bolnlay dress, and be gaj!

Xow that tbe Sheriff haa work to be dona,
Boftinew he minzle with pleasure,

Some mar po hunUss with puna; and a few,
Kmls In thdr band, little finh may pnrsaej
Our Is tbe Pport which is sanctioned by law

go a bangiDg a hanging! IXnrrah!

Two mooths ago, a rare, drunken boat,
BUlr, bis comrade, tbe criminal alew:

Murder's a deed that without doubt
Erc the law will tarn murderer; too.

A fr tbe place where the liquor be got
IJnuor whW-- raaddetml him yonder the spot- -

Sammy, wb fceeps it. approves of tbe law-- He
goea fur hanging fur hanging! Hnmh!

Bright shines tbe sun on the place where yoa see
Yonder tall callows, nuVtautUl and bare;

Wait a few hoars, and fellow will be
Dancing fandangoes of fun hi the air.

Gathered in fwnw at tbe callnwa, behold
I'arenuand children, smiO. wires, jmin-- and old,
Waiting the time when the halter ahall draw
They go for banging for hanging ! Hurrah

PirkpockeU plenty are mark how they go
Klrlw and mnllv to work at their trade.

BaaioeM la business, a& people must know.
Too much amotion to that can't be paid.

Swearing, and fiffMing, and Licking tbe crowd
Utter their blasphenvina curses aloud
Kighteout example set by tbe law;

oud cornea from hanging from hanging! Hurrah!

Look at tbe criminal! please ye to look!
Standing lehind him, the hangman you see

There ta the priest, with his pown ana his book
Galloping caily, they pu to the tree.

Thanka to tbe priest who the hangman befriend.
Choking such knave aa were labor to mend.
nangins, they nay, LP.vmCALlaw
Cheers fur the clergj they're ChlustuxbI Hurrah!

Flrmlr and proudly the culprit looVs round.
Holding Iilb head w 1th a satisfied air:

Itirmnn appUnihos go over tbe erouinl
Down mm tbe prient with tbe felon to prayer.
Hnw interesting hia look are! aar Ann.

"Yea," anawera Sal, "and hell die like rnanl"
Elegant talk for ynnng maidens, bat pshaw!
Shout for tbe hanging the hanging! Hurrah !

Prayers are all finished, and now for the fan!
Over hia feature tbe can haa been drawn;

Ketch and hia comrade, the preacher, get down;
Crack! goea the whip, and the wagon moves on.

Wonderful sight for tbe Christian to see;
Merrily dancing on nothing fa he.
Though there 'a no fiddle a hornpipe to saw.
Light are hia leaps he's a hanging! Hurrah!

After the rope haa been aerered In twain.
Home go tbe people, and joyfullv sing:

Hearcn will receive whom the gallows haa slain
Dora not tbe clergyman settle the thing!

Home go the people, and talk of it all.
Children in nuraery, servants In ball;
Urn hangs the cat, in the manner he saw
Hung at the gallowa God's image ! Hurrah !

Iloue, ve good clergymen, servants of God!
Stand by my side, while X fight for yonr fun!

nangiug. "preserves us from bedding of blood
Kemedy like It, there never was one.

jlally your forces, thump pulpits, and be
Clerical guards of the good gallowa-tree- !

What if our Saviour denounces tbe law?
Yuu go for banging for banging! Hurrah!
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CHAITEIt XXV.

The moniing-stii- r, peeping into tho hollow den
of the wanderers, was yet bright on the horizon,
win u Roland wns roused from his slumbers by
Nathan, who had already risen and prepared a
hasty meal resembling in all respects that of the
preceding evening. To this tho soldier Mid bet-
ter justice than to the other; for, although feel-
ing soro and stiff in every limb, ho experienced
mm! of tha feverish consequences Nathan had

predicted from his wounds; nnd his mind, invig-
orated by so many hours of rest, was more tran-
quil and cheerful. The confidence Nathan seem-
ed to feel iu tho reasonableness and practicability
of their enterprise, however w ild and daring it
might havo seemed to others, was his owu best
assurance of its success; and hope thus enkin-
dled and" growing with his growing strength, it
required no lalwrious effort to summon the spir-

its necessary to sustaiu him during the coming
trials.

This change, for the bettor was not unnoticed
by Nathan, w ho exhorted him to eat freely, as a
necessary prelude to the labors of the day; and
the rude meal being quickly and satisfactorily
despatched, and little Feter receiving his due
share, the companions, wkhout further delay,
seized their arms, and recommenced their journ-
ey. Crossing the river at the buffalo-for- d above,
aiid exchangiqg the Toad to which it led for wild-

er and lonelier paths traced by smaller animals,
they made their way through the forest, travel-
ling with considerable speed, which was increas-
ed, as the warmth of exercise gradually restored
iheir native suppleness to the soldier's limits.

And now it was, that, as the opening of a glo-

rious ilawu, flinging sunshine and life over tho
whole wilderness, infused still brighter hopes in-

to his spirit, lie began to divide his thoughts
his kinswoman and his guide, bestowing

more upon the latter than he hail previously found
time or inclination to do. His strange

his stranger character, his sudden inctamor-phosi- .s

from a timid and somewhat
professor of doctrines of peace and good-

will, into a highly energetic and nnremorscfnl,
Tint to mr. valiant man of war. were all subjects
to provoke the soldier's curiosity; which was
.still tnrtlier increased wncn ne poimercu mn inc
slismal story Nathan had so imperfectly told him
on the pas't day. Of thoso dreadful calamities
which, in Nathan's ow n language " had made him
what he was," a houseless wanderer of the wil- - i

slerness, the Virginian would have gladly known
more; hut his first illusion to the subject produc-
ed such evident disorder in Nathan's mind, as if
the recollection were too harrowing to bo lmrne,
that the voung man immediately repressed his
inquiries, aud diverted the guide's thoughts into
another channel. His imagination supplied the
imperfect links in the story; he could well le-- '

lieve that the same hands which had shed the
blood of every member of the poor borderers
fawtlv, might "have struck the hatchet into the
Jiead "of the resisting husband and father; and
that the effects of that blow, with the desolation
of heart and fortune which the heavier ones,

Mruck at the same time, had entailed, might have
driven him to the woods, an idle, and perhaps
Aimless, wanderer. I

How far these causes havo operated m
leading Nathan into those late acts of blood which
were at such variance with his faith and profes-- j
eions.it remained also for Roland to imagine;
and, in truth, he imagined they had operated
deeply and far; thongh nothing in Jathanown
admissions could be found to sanction any belief
save that they were the results partly of accident,
and partly of sudden and irresistible impulse.

At all events, it was plain thst his warlike feats,
however they might at first have shocked bis
sense of propriety, now Rat but lightly on his con-

science; and, iniWd, since his confession at the
Piankeshaw camp, he ceased even to talk of them.
perhaps resting upon that as an ex-

planation and apology. It is certain, from-tha- t

moment he Imre himself more freely and boldly,
entered no protest whatever against being called
on todo his share of such fighting as might occur

a stipulation made with"snch anxious fore-
thought, when he first consented to accompany
the lost travellers nnr betrayed any tenderness
of invective against the Indians whom, having,
first spoken of them only as "evil-minde- d poor
Shawnee creatures," he now designated, conform-
ably to established nsage among bis neighbors of
the Stations, as " thieves and dogs." "bloody vil-
lains, and rapscallions;" all which expressions
he bestowed with as much ease ami emphasis as
if he had lieen accustomed to use them all his life.

With this singular friend and companion, Ko
land pursued his way through the wilderness,
committing life, and the hopes that were dearer
than life, to his sole guidance and protection: nor i

did anything hapjicn to ttbake liis faith in cither
the zeal or ability of Xathan to conduct to a pros-
perous issue the cause he had so freely and disin-
terestedly enpouitedi

As they thnddeil the lonely forest-path- s togeth-
er, Kathaii'cxplained at length the circumstan-
ces upon which he founded his hopes of success
In their project; and in doing so, convinced the
soldier, not only tliat bit sagacity was equal to
ine enterprise, ont mat Ills acquaintance with tuc
wilderness was by no means confined to the re--
Kimi Miuiuoi lueuuio; tue uortlicrn countries,
then wholly in the poMessiou of the Indian tribes,
appearing to be Just as well known to hint, the
--Miami country iu particular, in wnicu lay inc
Tillane of the Black-Vultur- e. Ifinr this V'nnwl.
edge had lieen obtained was not so evident for
although he averred he hunted the deer or trap-
ped the beaver on either side of the rivsr, as ap--
iicarcu 10 mm most agreeable, it was liaruiy to
be supposed he could carry on such operations in
the heart of the Indian nation. But it was

was

at

enough for Roland that the knowledge so cssen-- 1 now in merriment, but all the while bela-ti- al

to his own plans, really dosmbss-- j lioriiig.the poor wretch with rods switches,
d b.v his conductor, and he cared not to question which at every round the tree, they laid

how it had leeu arrived at ; it was an augury aliout hi head slinnlders with uncommon
the full influence. ergy and zest. Thiswasaspeciesof diversion bet-T-

evening that day found upon the ter as it seemed, by the captors than
banks the Kentucky, the beautiful . their captive; by hia pangs,
river from the wilderness around ' Jerhap desiring, the desperation the me-
tis name; the next morning, crossing it on ment, to provoke them to his sufferings with
raft loss SDeedilr rnnRtnieted liir Vnthnn li tli lijlfrlipt. (istit
tiod upon the soil tho Korth-sid- c. famous even
then for its bcautv and fur the ilwda of lilollied
almost daily enacted among its scattered settle- -
lueuts, and destined, unliannilr. to lm rendered
still more famous for tragedy which that very
day witne-toed- , far off among the barren ridges
the Licking, where sixty the District's be!.t
and bravest sons fell the victims less Indian
subtility than their ovin unparalleled rahucs.
Hut of that bloody field, the travellers were to
hear thereafter; the vultures were winging their
flight towards the fatal scene: but they alone
could Minlf, in that silent doert, the went the

mat vexeu it.
Sleeping that night in the wood, the next

beiugthe fourth they left the Piankcidiaw
caiuji. beheld tho travellers upon the banks
tho Ohio; w Inch, .seen, fur the first time, iu the
glory smiuuer, its crystal waters wheeling pla- -
cidly along amid hills and forests, ever reflected
in the bright mirror below, and with the air
virgin solitude which, through so many leagues
its course, it still presents, fails to fill the
beholder's mind with an enchanting sense its
loveliness.

Here a raft was again constructed; and the ad--
venturers, pushing .lMlv across, were booh npuu
the opposite shore. This feat accomplished, Xa--
thau took the precaution to launch frail
float adrilt in the current, that no tell-tal- e memo- -

white-man-'s visit should remain to be
read by returning warriors. next moment,
ascending the hank the river, he plunged with
his companion into brake and forest; '

neither them then dreaming that upon tho
very spot where they toiled through the tangled
lahj riuths, a years should behold the magic
spectacle a fair city, the Oueen the West.
uprisen with the suddenness, and almost the
splendor, the a, though, happily,
doomed to no such evanescent existence. Then
handling their anus, men who felt they were
iu a focman's country, and knew that every fur-
ther step was to taken in peril, they resumed
their journey, tnn elling with such speed vig-
or, (for Roland's strength had returned apace,)
that at the close of the day", they were, according
to Nathan's account, scarce twenty miles distant
from the Black-Vultur- village, which they
might easily reach on the following day. On the
following day, accordingly, they resumed their
march, a oidiug all pat lis, and stealing through
tho most unfrequented dentils of tho woods, pro-
ceeding with a caution which was every moment
becoming obviously necessary to the

their enterprise.
Up to this period, their journey had presented

nothing interest, being a mere succession of
toil, privation, aud occasional suffering, naturally
enough to expected ill such an undertaking;
hut it was now- - about to varied by nn adven-
ture of no little interest in itself, and, in its con-
sequences, destined to exercise a powerful influ
ence on the prospects ot tue travellers.

Laving their plans sous to reach tho Indian .
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which evidently of anasy ascent, though
abrupt and steep. The Talley thus circumscrib-
ed, though broken, here and there deeply fur-
rowed by the water-counj- nearly destitute
of trees, except Its head, where a few yonng
beeches flung their silver boughs and rich foliage
abroad over the grasy knolls, and patches of paw-
paws drooped their loose leaves and fruit
over stream. It was in this part Tal
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J ecu from them, that the eyes of two adven--
lurcrs, uin-ctei- i ny tue sound ot voices, wmen

- they had heard the instant they reached the crest
, ridge, fell, upon t ho smoke of a huge

nre curling merrily nn the air. and up
on bodies of no less than five Indian warri
ors, all zealontly engaged in an
amusement highly characteristic of their race.

was among them a white man, an unfortu-
nate prisoner, as was seen at a glance,whom they
,hadXonnd tbe legs to a tree; around which
toe savages danced and leaped, yelling wttn

at liberty, strikiuir fiercely at everv onoortunitv. I

once with sneli effect as to tntnhln una of thn
tormentors to earth a catastrophe, however,
that others rewarded with roars of

Ijiighter, though without for a moment inter-
mitting their onn cruelties.

This spectacle, it may lie 'well supposed, pro-
duced a strong effect mion uiiuds the trav--
ellers, who, not without alarm on their ac- -
count at the discovery of dangerous neighb-
or-', could 'not view without emotion a
white-ma- n countrymen helpless in their
haudV, and enduring tortures perhaps preliminary i

if, iiiu more ureimiiii one ei ine staKe.
looViil one another in h fwer the Vicrininn's
eessnarklelwithaiueaiiiitg which Nathan coiild
not nn understand; and clutching his rifle tight--
eriuhis hands, and ynnng man with
an ominous stare, he muttered friend

is a man a soldier what does think,
iu the case made provided t"

"WVarc tint two men, and they five," replied
Roland, firmly, though in the lowest voice; and
then repeated, iu the energetic whisper
"we but two men, Nathan: but there is no
kinswoman to unman me! "

Nathan took another peep at savages, he- -
fore speaking. Then looking upon
with an uneasy countenance, he said "Ve are
but two men, as thee savs. and they five; and,
truly, to do what theo thinks in open day, is a
thing not to be thought on men that have soft
places in their bosoms. I ac- -
conling to thee own opinion, we being strong
men that have the wind villains, and a
good cause to help us, truly, we might snap
poor man they have captivated out of their hands,
with considerable much damage to them besides,
the murdering rapscallions Hut, friend," ho
added, seeing Roland give way to his eagerness
" t spoke of the fair maid, cousin If
fights this battle, truly, thee may never see her
more."

"If I said Roland but he was interrupt-
ed by Nathan:

is not Mat thee is to think of. Truly, friend,
thee may light these savages and thee may van-
quish them; but unless thee believes in theecon-scienc- o

thee can kill every one truly, friend,
thee can hardly expect itf"

"And w should we f It is enough if we can
"rescue the prisoner."

"Friend, thee is mistaken. If thee attacks
villains, and but one of them escapes alive to the
village, sounding alarm, thee never en-

ter the same in search of tho maid, thee
Thou the thee must choose be-

tween captivo there and thee cousin!"
This was a view of the case, and as Roland

a just one, well to his resolu-
tions, if not entirely to abate his sympathy for
the unknown sufferer. As his hopes'of success in

enterprise for which he had already dared
and endured so much, evidently depended upon
his ability to approach the Indian with- -

poor cousin we nnisi rescue uiui:- -

" Thee is a man, every inch ofthee !" said Nathan,
with a look of uncommon satisfaction and fire:
"thee shall have thee will, in matter these
murdering Shawnee dogs; and, it may lie,
be none worse for thee

With that, he motioned Roland to creep with
lieMiml the crest or ttio bill, where tuey

straightway held a hurried consultation of to
npon the plan of in the

prosecution of an adventure so wild and perilous.
The soldier, burning with fierce ardor, proposed

that they should take post respectively the one
at the head, ami other at outlet of
vale, and creeping as nigh enemy as they
could, deliver thrirfire, aud then rushing on, liefore

v -- " i a giancs tuey could approach withintwenty or thirty ynU of tbe entirely unseen;to lt miinuU ft WM wlittle watcr-conrs- wboSnrmnrs it leaped

village only about nightfall, and travelling but out awakening suspicion, it was undeniable that
aud with great circunispectiou, they had an attack upon the party iu the vale, nnlcss re-

mit, at mid-da- accomplished much more tha:i iu its complete destruction, must cause to
half distance; when they came to a halt in a lw Isirno to tho 's town, and on the

dell, extremely wild and sequestered, where j wings of the w ind, the alarm of white men in the
Nathan proposed to rest a few hours, and recruit woods; n:ul thus not only cut him offfrom it,
their strength with a dinner a lnxury I but actually bring upon himself all fighting-theyha- d

not enjoyed for the last two days, dur- - meu who might be remaining iu the village. To
ing which they hail suhsitsed upon conianddried , attack the party with the expectation of wholly
meat from Indian wallets. Accident had, j destroying it, was, or seemed td be, an absurdity,
n few moments before, provided them materials , Itut to desert a wretched prisoner whom he had
for a more palatable meal. They had stumbled it jierhaps in his power to rescue from captivity,
upon a deer that had just fallen under attack I and from a fate still more dreadful, was a derelic-o- f

a catamount; which, easily driven from its yet j tion.of duty, of honor, of common humanity, of
warm and palpitating quarry, surrendered the which he could scarce persuadehiniself to be guil-fea- st

to its unwelcome visitors. An inspection of . ty. lie cast his eyes upon tbe glen, and once
the carcass showed that the animal had been more looked upon the captive, who had sunk to
first struck the bullet of some wandering In- - j tho ground, as if from exhaustion, and whom tho
dian hunter a discovery that somewhat concern- - savages sfter lieatiug him awhile longer, as if to
cd Nathan, until, after a more can-fil- l exanilna- - forco him again on his feet, that they might still
tion of the wound, which seemed neither severe enjoy their enjoyment, now fell to securing with
nor mortal, he was poor lieast had i thongs. As Roland looked, he remembered his
run many miles titnil, in fact, wholly exhanstcd, ' own night of captivity, and hesitated no longer,
liefore the panther had finished work of tho Turning to Nathan, who had lieen earnestly n.

This circumstance removing his nn- - ! ing the struggles of his mind, as in his"

easiness he heled himself th the choicest por- - . face, he said, and with unfaltering resolution
tiou of the animal, amputated a hind leg without "You say we can rescue that man. I was a

to flay it, aud clapping this upon his oner, like him, bound too n helpless, hopeless
shoulder in a very business-lik- e way, left the re- - i captive three Indians to guard me, and but one
mainder of the carcass to be despatched by the friend to look upon me; Jet not that friend
wild-ca- t at her leisure. ' abandon me to my fate. God will protect my

Tue, little wbicli
enjoy huf treasure, at ease and

was enclosed of which the
by which they descended it, fell down into a
rolling slope with trees;
the barren, and almost
precipitously up, a picture solitude and
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straightway to disencnmlier themselves of arms the savages could recover from their surprise, do
and provisions seeming well satisfied with its their to finish the affair with theiHiatchets
convenience. lint not so with little Peter; who, a plan, which, as he justly said, offered the

faithfully acconipanied them so far, now ly prospect of cutting off the retreat of those who
following humbly at his master's heels and now, might survive the tire. Bnt'Nathan had already
in perioils of alarm or doubt, taking post in front, schemed the matter otherwise: ho had remarked
the leader of tho party, uplifted his nose, and fell the impossibility of the enemy from
to snuffing about; him" in a way that soon attract- - below, the valley offering no concealment which
ed his master's notice. Smelling first around the would make an advance in that quarter

and then giving a look both up and down ble; whereas the bushes on the slope, where the
the glen, as if to satisfy himself there was noth- - two walls of the glen united, afforded the most g

wrong in either of those quarters lie finally viting opportunity to creep on the foo without
began to ascend the rocky ridge, snuffing as he fear of detection. "Truly," saM he, "we will
went, and ever and anon looking back to his mas- - get us as nigh the assassin thieves as we can;
ter. and soliciting his attention by a wag of-- his and, truly, it. may he our luck, each of us, to get
tail. ' a brace of them in range together, and no bang

"Truly, thee did once wag to me in vain!" said them beautiful!" an idea that was manifestly
Nathan, snatching up his gun, and looking vol-- highly agreeable to his imagination, from which
nmes of sagacious response, at hisbrnte ally, "bnt he seemed to have utterly banished all those dis--
thee won't catch me napping again ; though, tru- - gusts and gaingivings on the subject of fighting.
ly, whaf thee can smell here, where is neither- - which had formerly afflicted it; "or perhaps if
track of man nor print of beast, truly, Peter, I we can do nothing better," he continued, "we
hive no idea!" 1 may catch the vagalmnds wandering from their

With these words he crept up the hill himself, guns to pick up sticks for their fire ; in which
following in little Peter's wake; and Roland, case, friend, truly, it may be our luck to help
who also grasped his rifle, as Nathan had dons them to a second volley ont of their own pieces:
hnnrh iriihont oerhans attaching the same im- - or. if the worst mnst come, truly, then, I do know

portance to Peter's note of warning, thought fit of a device that may help the villains into our
to imitate his example. hands even to their own undoing!"

In this manner, cautiously crawling up, the With these words having first examined his
two friends reached the crest of the hill; and own and Roland's arms to see that all were in
lieeriug over a precipice of fifty or more feet sheer proper battle condition, and then directed little
descent with which it suddenly dipped into a lVter to ensconce, in a bnsh, wherein little Peter
wild but beantifnl little valley below, lieheld a straightway bestowed himself,. Bloody Nathan,
scene' that, besides startling them somewhat ont with an alacrity of motiou and ardor of look that
of their cansed both to bless their indicated anything rather than distaste to the
good fortnne they hail not neglected the warning munlerons work in hand, led the way along the
of their brute confederate. idge, until be had reached the place where it

The vale below, like that they had left, opened dipped down to the valley, covered with the bnsh-int- o

wider bottom-lan- d, the lied of aj-N-et- . through which he expected to advance to a
whichtheywnldseeshiningamongthetreesthat desirable position undiscovered. 1

overshadowed the rich alluvion; and into Bnt a better anxiliary even than the bnshes was
rivulet that chattered alone through the soon discovered by the two friends A deep gul-

den at their feet, in which it had its sources, ley, washed in the side of thenill by the rams
Tlhm on the other side of the vale, which was was found running obliquely from its top to the

oral figure, narrowest at its outlet, was w.oiaiBK covered V.y. by which, as
nrecinitons like that on wnicu

rSrl"? unltinK above, bounded the

tbe vale witt afong, b,dtq ral ampitheatre

first,
into then
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from rock' to rock, assured them they conld as
certainly approach unheard.

"Tuly," muttered Nathan, with a grim chuck-
le, as he looked, first, at the friendly- - ravine, and
then at the savages below, " ras-
cals is in onr hands, and we willsmitc them hip
and thigh!"

With this inspiring assurance he crept into the
ravine; aud Roland following, they were soon in
possession of a post commanding, not only the
spot occupied by the enemy, but the whole val-
ley.

Peering through the fringe of shrubs that rose,
a verdant parapet, on the brink of the guilty,
they looked down npon the savage party, now
less than forty pares from the muzzles of their
gnus and holly unaware of the fate preparing
for them. The scene of diversion and torment
was over: the prisoner, a', man of powerful frame
bnt sqnalid appearance, rwhose'. hat a thing of
shrens aud patches adorned .the, shorn pate of
one of the Indians while his coat, equally rusty
and tattered, hnug from the shoulders of a second,
lay bound under a tree, but so nigh that they
could mark the laborious bearings of his chest.
Two of the Indians sat near bim on the grass
keeping watch, their hatchets in their hands
their gunsresting within reach against the trunk
of a tree overthrown by some hurricane of form-
er years and now mouldering away. A thinl was
engagid with his tomahawk, lopping away the
few .dry boughs that remained on the trunk.
Squatting at the fire, which the thinl was thus
lalioring to replenish with fuel, were the two re-
maining savages; who, holding their rifles iu
their bauds divided their attention betwixt a
shoulder of venison roasting on a stick in the fire,
and tho capthe, whom they seemed to regard as
destined to be sooner or later disposed of iu a sim-
ilar manner.

The position of the parties preclnded the hope
Nathan had entun-- to entertain of get ting them
iu a cluster, and so doinir double execution with
each bullet; but the disapiiointnient neither
chilled his anlor nor. embarrassed hia plans. His
scheme ofattack had been framed to embrace all
contingencies; and he wasted no further time in
d liberation. A fe w w hispered w onls con veyed
his last instructions to tho soldier; who, reflect-
ing that he was fighting in the cause of humani-
ty, rcmemlK-rin- his own heavy wrongs, and
marking the fiery eagerness that flamed from Na-
than's visage, banished from his mind whatever
disinclination have felt at beginning tbe
fray in a mode so seemingly treacherous and ig-
noble. He laid his axe on the brink of the gully
at his side, together with his foraging rap; and
then, thrusting his rifle through the bushes took
aim at one of the savages at the tire. Nathan di-
recting his piece against the other. Both of them
presented the fairest marks as they sat whnlly
uncouscioiis of their danger, enjoying in imagina-
tion the tortures yet to lie inflicted on the priso-
ner. But a noise in the gully the falling of a
stonolocsened by the soldier's foot, ora louder than
usual plash of water suddenly r,iused them from
their dreams: they started up, and turned their
eyes towanls the hill. "Now, friend! " whispered
Nathan; "if thee misses thee looses thee maid-
en and thee life into the bargain. Is thee ready I "

"Ready," wa9 the reply.
" Right, then, through "tho dog's brain firo!"
The crash of the pieces, and the fall of the two

victims, both pierced through the brain, were the
first announcement of jieriVto their companions;
who, springing up, with yells of fear andaston-ishmeu- t,

and snatching at their arms looked
wildly around them for the unseen foe. The
iirisouer also, astounded out of his despair, raised

from the grass, and glared aronnd. The
wreaths of smoke curling over the bnshes on tbe
hill-sid- betrayed the lurking-plac- e of the assai-
lants; aud savages and prisoner turning together,
they all beheld at once the spectacle of two hu-
man heads or, to speak more correctly, two hu-
man caps, for the heads were far below them
rising in the smoke, and peering over the hushes
as if to mark tho result of the volley. Loud, fu-

rious, ami exulting were the screams of the Indi-
ans, as with the speed of thought, seduced by a
stratagem often practiced among the wild heroes
of the bonier, they raised and discharged their
pieces against tho imaginary foes so iucantiously
exjiosed to their vengeance. The caps fell, aud
with them the rifles that had been employed to
raise them; and the voice of Nathan thundered
through the gleu, as be grasped his tomahawk
and sprang from the ditch "Now, friend! up
with thee axe, and do thee duty!"

With these wools the two "assailants at once
leaped iuto view, and with a bold hurrah, and
bolder hearts, rushed towanls the fire, where lay
the undischarged rifles of their first victims. The
savages yelled also in reply, and two of thein
bounded forwanl to dispute the prize. The thinl,
staggered into momentary inaction by the sud-
denness and amazement of the attack, rushed for-
wanl but a step; but a whoop of exultation was
on his lips as he raised the title which He had not
yet ilischarged. full against the breast of Bloody
Nathan. But his triumph was short-live- the
blow, so fatal as it must have proved to the life
of Nathan, was averted by an unexpected inci-
dent. The prisoner, near whom he stood, putting
all his vigor iuto one tremendous effort, burst his
bonds and, with, a yell ten times londer and
fiercer tbaii hail yet been uttered, added himself
to the combatants. With a furious cry of encour-
agement to his ruyeners "Hurrah for Kentucky!

give it to 'em good!" he threw himself upon
the savage, beat the gnu from his hands and
grasping him in his brawny arms hurled him to
tho earth, where, rolling over aud over in mortal
struggle, growliug and whoopiug, and rendiug
one another like .wild beasts, the two, still locked
in furious embrace, suddenly rumbled down the
banks of the brook, there high and steep, and
were immediately lost to sight.

Before this catastrophe occurred, tho other In-
dians aud the assailants met at the fire ; and each
singling out his opponent, and thinking no more
of the ritles they met as meu whoso only hnsiness
was to kill or to die. With his axe flourished
over bis head, Nathan rushed against the tallest
and foremost enemy, w ho, as he advanced, swung
his tomahawk, iu the act of throwing it. Their
weapons parted from their hands at the same mo-
ment, and with pehajis equal accuracy of aim;
but meeting with a crash iu the air, they fell to-

gether to the earth, doing no harm to either. The
Indian stooped to recover his weapon but it was
too late: the hand of Nathan was already upon
his shoulder: a single effort of his vast strength
sufficed to stretch the savage at his feet; and
holding hiin dowu with his Knee and hand, Na-
than snatched up the nearest axe. " If the life
of theo tribe was in thee bosom," he cried with a
look of unrelenting fury, of hatred deep and in-

effaceable, "thee should die the dog's death, as
thee does!" And with a blow furiously struck,
and thrice repeated, he despatched the struggling
savage as he lay.

He rose, brandishing the bloody hatchet, and
looked for his companion. He fonnd him npon
he eart h, lying upon tbe breast of bis antagonist,

whom it bad lieen his good fortune to overmas-
ter. Both had thrown their hatchets, and both
without effect, Roland because skill was wanting,
and tbe Shawnee because, in the act of throwing,
he had stumbled over the body of one of bis com-

rades so as to disonler his aim, and even to de-

prive him of his footing. Before be could recov-

er himself, Roland imitated Nathan's example,
and threw himself upon the unlucky Indian a
youth, as it appeared, whose strength, perhaps at
uo moment equal to his own, .had been reduced
by recent wounds and found that he had him
entirely at his mercy. This circumstance, and
the knowledge that the other Indians were now
overpowered, softened the soldier's wrath; and
when Nathan, rushing to assist him, cried aloud
to him to move aside, that he might ' knock tbe
assassin knave's brains ont,1 Round replied by
begging Nathan to spare his life. "I have dis-
armed him," be cried "ho resists no more
Don't kill him."

"To the last man of his tribe!" cried Nathan
with nnexampled ferocity ; and, without another
word, drove the hatchet into tbe wretch's brain.

The victors now leaped to their feet, looked
round for the fifth savage and tbe prisoner; and
directed by a horrible din nnder the bank tf the
stream, which was resounding with curses groans
heavy blows, and the plashing of water, ran to
the spot, where the last incident of liattle was
revealed to them in a spectacle as novel as it was
shocking. The Indian lay on bis back suffocating
iu mire and water: while astride his body sat the

his blows falling like sledge-hamme- rs or battering--

rams with soeh strength and fury that it
seemed impossible any one of them could fail to

Kansas
cmsh the skull to atoms ; and all the, while garn-
ishing them with a running accompaniment of
oaths and maledictions little less emphatic and
overwhelming. "Sou switches gentlemen, do
you, yon exflnctified, perditioned rascal f Ar'n't
yon got it, yon niggur-in-la- to old Sattan f you
'tarnal half-im- yon T H'yar's foryon, you dog,
and thar's for you, yon dog's dog! H'yar's the
way I pay you in a small-chang- e of sogdologcrs!"

And thus he cried, until Roland and Nathan
seized him --by the shoulders dragging him by
main force from the Indian, whom, as was found.
when they came to examine the body afterwnnls
he had actually pommelled to death, the skull
having lieen lieaten in as with bludgeons. The
victor sprang upon his feet, and roared his

aloud: "Ar'n't I lick'd him handsome?
Hurrah for Kentucky and old Salt

And with that, turning to his deliverers he
displayed to their astonished eyes thongh disfig-
ured by blood and mire, the
features of the captain of horse-thiev- es Roaring
Ralph Starkpole.

CHAPTER XXVI.
The amazement of Staekpole at finding to whom

he owed his deliverance, was not less than that of
the travellers; hut it was mingled, in his case,
with feelings of the most unbounded and clamor-
ous delight. Nathan he grasped by the hands
being the first upon whom he set his eyes; but no
sooner had they wandered to the soldier, than
throwing his arms around him, he gave him a
hug, neither tender nor respectful, but indicative
of the intensest affection and rapture.

"lou cut tnc nqie, stranngcr, anu you cm mo
tug" he cried, "on madam's beseeching! but
liar's the time yon holjied me out of a fix without
axing! Now, strannger, I ar'n't your dog, 'cause
luiw, I'm nnngrliferous madam's: but if I ar'n't
jour dog, I'm your man, Ralph Staekpole, to be
your true-blu- e through time and etamity, any way
you'll nx me; and if yon wants a sodger, I'll list
with yon, I will, 'tarnal death to me!"

But how, in Heaven's name, came yon here a
prisoner? I saw you escape with my own eyes,"
said Roland, better pleased, perhaps, at the acces-
sion of such a stout anxiliary thau with bis mode
of professing love and devotiou. -

"Strannger," said Ralph, "if you war to ax me
from now till doomsday about tbe why and the
wharfo,' I couldn't make yon more nor one answer:
I come to holp the anngeliferons madam out of
the hands of the ablieregynes acconling to my
sworn dnty(as her nattcral-bo- slave and redeiup-tionc- r!

I war hard on the track, when the vil-
lains here caught me."

"What!" cried Roland, his heart for the first
time warming towanls the dispised horse-thie- f,

while even Nathan surveyed him with something
like complacency, "yo-- i were following mj poor
cousin then! You were not brought here a pris-oner- !"

"If I war, I wish I may be shot," said Ralph:
"it wam't a mile back on the ridge, whar the In
juns snapped me; 'cause how, I jist hangM away
at a deer, aud jist then np jumps the rascals on
me, afo' I had loaded old speechifier ; and so they
nabb'd me! .And so, sodger. h'yar's the way of it
all: You see, d'yon see, as soon as Tom Bruce
comes too, so as to be able to hold the hoss hims-

elf-"
"What." said Roland, "was he not mortally

wounded 1"
"He ar'n't much jinrt to speak on, for all of his

looking so mnch like coffin-me- at the first jump:
it war a kind of naryousness come over him that
men feels when they gets the thwack of a bullet
among the narves. And so, yon sec, d'yon see,
says I, 'Tom Bruce, do yon stick to the crittex,
and hell holp yon out of the skrimmage;' and,
siys I, '111 take the back-trac- and foller nrter
madam.' And. says he, says he But. 'tarnal death
to ine. let's scalp these h'yar dead villains, and do
the talking atter! Did you see the licking I gin
this here fellerf It war a reggular fair

and I licked him! Thar's all
sorts of ways of killing Injuns; tint, I reckon, I'm
the only gentleman in all Kentnck as ever took n
scalp in the way of natur! Hurrah for Kentnck!
and hurrah for Ralph Staekpole, for he af a
screamer!"

Tiie violation of the dead bodios was a mode of
crowning their victory which Roland would have
gladly dispensed with ; bnt such forbearance, op-
posed to all Ismler ideas of manly spirit and pro
priety, found no advocate in the captain ofhorse- - J

line cs, aim none, we arc sorry to say, even in i no
conscientious Nathan; who, having' bathed his
peaceful swonl too deep iu blood to boggle longer
at trifles, seemed mightily inclined to try his own
hand at the exercise. But this addition to the
catalogue of his backsliding was spared him, Roar-
ing Ralph falling to work with an energy of spir-
it and rapidity of execution, which showed he
needed no assistance, and left no room for compe-
tition. Such is the practice of the bonier, and
snch it has lieen ever since the mortal fend, never
destined to lie really ended but with the annihila-
tion, or civilization, of the American race, first be-

gan between the savage and the white intruder.
It was and is, essentially a measure of retaliation,
compelled, if not justified, by the ferocious exam-

ple of the red-ma- Brutality ever begets brutal-
ity; and magnanimity of arms can be only exer-
cised in case of a magnanimnns foe. With such,
the wildest and fiercest rover of the frontier be-

comes a generous and even humane enemy.
The Virginian was yet young in the war of tbe

wilderness: and turning in disgnst from a scene
he could uot prevent, he made his way to tbe fire,
where thu haunch of venison, sending forth a
savory steam through the wholo valley, was yet
roasting on the rude Indian spit a spectacle,
which, (wc reconl it with shame,) quite banished
from bis mind not only all thoughts of Ralph's
barbarism, but even tbe snblime military anlor
awakened by the din and perils of tbo late con-

flict. Nor were its effects less potential npon Na-

than and Ralph, who, baring first washed from
their hands and faces the stains of battle, now
drew nigh, snuffing the lierfume of dinner with as
mnch anlor as they could have licstowed on tho
scent of battle. The haniich. cooked to their
bands was straightway removed to a convenient
place, where all, drawing their knives fell foul
with an energy of appetite and satisfaction that
left tbem oblivious of most snblnnary affairs. The
soldier forgot his sorrows; and Nathan forgot little
Peter though little Peter, by suddenly creeping
ont of.the bushes on tbe hill, and crawling humbly
to the'table, and his master's side, made it appa-
rent he had not forgot himself. As for the cap-
tain of horse-thiev- he forgot everything save
the dinner ilself, which he attacked with an

well nigh ravenous having, as he swore,
by way of grace over the first mouthful, eaten
nothing save roots and leaves for more than three
days. It was only when, by despatching at least
twice his share of tbe joint, he began to feel, as he
said, 'snmmat like a hoss and a gentleman,' that
the others succeeded in drawing from him a full
account of the circumstances which bad attended
his solitary inroad into the Indian country, and
bis fall into the clutches of the Shawnee parry.

But little had the faithful fellow to impart, be-

yond what he had already told. Galloping from
the fatal hill, the scene of defeat to the young
Kenturkians he sustained Tom Brace in his arms
until the latter, reviving, had recovered strength
enangb to provide for bis own safety; upon which
Ralph, with a degree of Qnixotism, that formed a
part of his character, ana wn:cn was ln "' m"
stance, strengthened by his grateful devotion to
Edith, the saver of his life, declared he would pur-

sue tha trail of her captors even if it led bim to
their village, nor eease his efforts until he had res-

cued her out of their hands or laid down his life
in her service. In this resolution he was encour-
aged by- Bruce, who swore, on his part, that he
would instantly follow with his lather, and all the
men he could raise, recover tbe prisoners, and
bum the towns of the whole Shawnee nation about
tbeir ears; a determination he was perhaps tbe
more readily driven to by the reflection that the
unlncky captives were his father's individual
guests and hail been snatched away while atillfn
a maniM-r- . nnder. or rel vim? on his father's protec
tion. So mnch be promised, and so much there
was no doubt he wmiW, if able, perform;
theless he exhorted Ralph to do Kis best, in the
meanwhile, to help the strangers vowing, if he
succeeded in rendering them any assistance, or in
taking a single scalp of the villains tliat bad tiorne
them off. he would not only never Lvneh him,
himself, bnt would not even allow others to do
it, thongh be were to steal all the horses in Ken-

tucky, his father's best bay mare inclnded.
Thus eccpnragrd, the valiant horse-thie- f, bid-

ding farewell to Tom Bruce and Brown Bnareos
together, commenced making good his words by
creeping back to tbe battle-el-d; when, arriving
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before Nathan, he struck the trail of the main
party, and immediately pursued it with zeal and
courage, bnt still with tho necessary caution and
circumspection: his hopes of beiug able to do
something to the advantage of his benefactress
resting principally on his knowledge of several of
the outer Indian towns in every one of which, he
boasted, he had stolen horses. Being but poorly

rovided with food, and afraid to hunt while
so closely the heels of the marauders he

was soon reduced to want and snffering, which he
bore for three days with heroic fort hide; until at
last, on the morning of the present day, being in
astateof ntterstarvation,andabnck springing up
in ins pain, tie couiu resisi ine lempiaiiou uo iou-ge- r,

and so fired upon it. The auimal being
wounded, and apparently severely, he set off in
pursuit, too eager to loso time by recharging his
piece; and it was while he was fn that defence
less condition that the five Indians, a detachment
and rear-guar- as it proved, of the very party he
was dogging, attracted by tue sound ot bis gun,
stole upon him unawares and made hiin a prison-
er. This it seems, had happened but a short dis
tance lienind; andtbere was every reason to sup-
pose that tbe buck, from whose lotus the travel
lers had filched the haunch that destiny bail su-

perseded by a better, was the identical animal
whose seduciugapjiearauce had brought Staekpole
into captivity, lie was immediately recognized
by his captors whose exultation was boundless
as indeed was tbeir cruelty aud he could only ac-

count for their halting with him iu that retired
hollow, instead of pushing on to display their
prize to the main body, by supposing they could
not resist tbeir desire to enjoy .a snug little fore-
taste of the iovs of torturing him at the stake, all
by themselves aright theyhad earned by their
good tortnuc in taKing mm. in ine vaucy, men.
they had paused, and tying him up. proceeded
straightway to flo bim to their hearts content;
aud thc had just resolved to intermit the amuse-
ment awhile, in favor of tbeir dinner, when the
appearance of bis bold deliverers rushing Into
their ramp, converted the scene of brutal merri-
ment into one of retributive vengeance and blood.

The discovery that the five human beings he
had contributed so mnch to destroy, were part and
parcel of the very hand, the authors of all his suf
ferings tue captors ot his Kinswoman, auaieu some
little feelings of comnnnctiou with which Roland
had begun occasionally to look upon tbe gory cors
es around bim.

The main body of marauders w'lu tbeir prison-
er, there seemed good reason to suppose, were yet
upon their march to tho village, thongh too far
auvanccii to leave any nope oi ovenuKing tuem.
were that even desirable. It is true, that Roland,
fired by the thought of being so near his kinswo-
man, and having liefore his eyes a proof of what
might be done by craft and courage, even against
overwhelming numlieis urged Nntlian immediate-
ly to the pursuit the Indians would
doubtless halt to'rest and refresh, as the luckless
five had done, and might lie approached and de-

stroyed, now that they themselves had increased
their forces by the rescue of Ralph, in the same
way: "we can carry with us," he said, "these
Indians' guns, with which wo shall be mere than
a match for the villains;" and he added other ar-
guments, snch, however, as appeared much more
weighty to himself than to honest Nathan. That
the main party should have halted, as hn suppos-
ed, did not appear at all probable to Natba: they
had no canse to arrest them in their journey, and
they were but a few miles removed from the vil-
lage, whither they would doubtless proceed w ith-o- nt

delay, to enjoy the rewards of their villainy,
and end the day in revelry and debauch. "And
truly, friend," he added ." it will lie better for thee,
andine, and the maid Edith, that we steal her by
night from out of a village defended only by
drowsy squaws and drunken warriors than if we
were to aim at taking her out of tbe camp of a war-part- y.

Do thee keep thee patience"; aud, truly,
there is no telling what good may come of it." In
short, Nathan had here, as in previous instances
made up his mind to conduct affairs his own way;
and Roland, thongh torn br impatience, could do
nothing better than submit.

And now, the dinner being at last despatched,
Nathan directed that the bodies of the slain In-

dians should he tumbled into a gully, and hidden
from sight: a measure of such evident precaution
as to need no explanation. This was immediately
done; lint not before Ralph andthemauof peace had
well rummaged the pouches of the dead, helping
themselves to snch vnlnables and stores of prov-
ender and amunition as they conld lay hands on;
in addition to which, Nathan stripped from one a
light Indian hunting shirt, from another a blanket,
a woman's shawl, and a medicine bag, from a
thinl divers jingling bundles of broaches anil
hawk-bell-s together with a pouch containing Ver-

million and other paints the principal articles of
savage toilet; which ho made up into a bundUr, to
be used for a purpose he did not conceal from his
comrades He then seized upon tho rifles of the
dead, (from among which Staekpole had already
singled out his own.) and removing the locks bid
them away iu cmu'nies of the cliffs concealing the
locks in other places; a disposition which he al-

so made of the knives and tomahawks; remarki-
ng', with great justice, that "if honest Christian
men were to have no good of the weatMins, it was
jnst as well murdering Injuns should be no better
oU."

These things concluded, the dead covered over
with houghs and brambles, and nothing left iu the
vale to attract a passing and unobservant eye, he
gave the signal to resume the march, and with
Roland and Captain Ralph, stole from tho field of
battle.

CHAPTER XXVII.
The twilight was darkening in the west, when

the three venturers stealing through tangled
thickrts and along lonely ridges, carefully avoid- -,

ing all.fxeqnented paths looked ont at last, from
a distant hill, upon the valley in which lay tbe
village of the Black-Vnltiir- e, The rnddy light of
eveuing, bursting from clouds of crimson and pur-

ple, aud sjiooting down through gaps of the hilts
iu cascades of fire, fell brightly andsweetly ou the
little prairies or natural meadow-land- s; which,
dotted over with clumps of trees, and watered by
a fairy river, a tribntary of the rapid Miami, wind-
ing long from side to side, now hiding beneath
tiie shadow of the hills now glancing into light,
gave au air of tender beauty to the scene lietter
lietitting, as it might have seemed, the retreat of
the innocent and peaceful sons of Oberon, than
the wild and warlike children of the wilderness.
Looking further np the vale, the eye fell upon
patches of ripening maize, waving along the river;
and lieyond these, jnst where 'the valley winded
away behind tbe hills at the distance of a mile or
more, thin wreaths of smoke creeping from roofs
of bark and skins indicated tbe presence of the
Indian village.

Thusarived at the goaUud haven of their hopes,
the theatre in which was to lie acted the last scene
in the drama of tbtir enterprise, the traveller sur-
veyed it fur a while from their .conceal ment, in
deep silence, each speculating in hisown mind up-
on the exploits still to be achieved, ths perils yet
to be encountered, ere success should crown tbeir
exertions already so anluons and so daring.
Then creeping back again into a deep hollow, con-
venient for their purpose., they held their last
consultation, and made their final preparations
for entering the villaee. This Nathan at first
proposed to do entirely alone, to spy out the con-

dition of tbe village, aud to discover, if possible,
iu what quarter the marauders bad bestowed the
unhappy Edith ; andjthisbeing a duty requiring the
utmost secrecy and circumspection, ha insisted it
could not be safely committed to more than one
person.

"In that case," said valiant Ralph, "I'm yonr
gentleman ! Do 'yoa think, old father Bloody,
(and, 'tarnal death to me, I do think you're 'gin- -,

nin to be a peeler of the rale ring-ts- il specie, I
do, old Rusty, and thar's mv fo'paw on it ; yon've
got to be a man at last, a feller for close locks and
fighting Injuns that's quite cn'rous tn'think on,
ami Til lick any man that says a word agin yon,
I will, death to me:) 1 say, do yon

with great
indignation : rtit I slicked out of tho

V of five mortal abbregynes i....i mVio
tngsf I Bloody .Nathan, me
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you will snuff the track together: yon shall
up aungelliferons madam, and gin her my compli;
ment; and, while you're aliont it, I'll steal her a
hos to ride off on !"'

"Truly," said Nathan, complacently, "I was
thinking of that ; for, thoy says, thee is good in a
horse-ponn- aud it needs the poor maid thonld

something better to depend on, in flight,
thin tier own poor inocent Aud so, friend;
if thee thinks in thee conscience thee can lictp'her
to a strong animal, without fear of discovery, I
don't care if thee goes with me: and, tmly, if thee
could steal two or three more of the creatnres for
our own riding, it might greatly advantage the
maid."

"Thar talk like a feller of gumption," said
Ralph! "only show me th sight ofa hit of skin-ro-

for fialters and you'll see a sample of boss-steali-

to mike your ha'r stand on cend!"
"Ofatrnth."said Nathan, "thee shan't want

for hatters if leather ran make them. There is
that on my hark which will make thee a dszen;
and. tmly, as it needs I should now put me on at-

tire more suitable to an Infan village., it is n satis-
faction thee can put th, old garment to auchgcod
use."

With these wonK Nathan stripped off his coat
of skins swaged and so venerable, and gave it to
the captain of horse-thieve- who, vastly delight-
ed with the prize.jnstantlv commenced cntting it
ii.to rnde halters; wlrle Nathan supplied its pla e
by the loose calico shirt he had selected from
among the soils of the Indian party, throwing
over it, mantle-wis- e, the broad Indian blanket.
His head he bound round with tho g.iwdy
which he had also taken from the brows of a
dead foeman ; and hehnngalsmt his person va-
rious pouches and ornamented liclts. provided for
thepuqiose. Then, daubing over Ids fae. arms
and breast with streaks of red, black, and green

that seemed designed to represent snakes,
izanl-s- , and other reptiles; he was. on n sudden,

converted into a highly sav-
age, as grim and awiwuspiriiig ns these lurharic
ornaments aud hisattire.added to hisluftv stature,
could make him. Indeed, the metamorphosis was
so complete, that Captain Rslph, as ha swore,
could scarce look at him without longiu as this
worthy personage expressed it, " to be a: his top-
knot."

Iu the meanwhile, Forrester had not deferred
with patience to an arrangement which threaten-edt- o

leave him. the most interested of all, in iu- -

f;lorious inactivity, while his companions were
the canse of his Edith. He
insisted npon accompanying them to

tho village, to share with them all the dangers of
the enterprise.

"If there was danger to none hut ourselves
truly, thee should go with ns and welcome," said
Nathan ; representing, justly enough, the little
service that Roland, destitute of the requisite
knowledge and skill, could lo expected to render,

tho dangers heiuust necessarily bring npon
the others, in case ofany, the most ordinary, dif-
ficulties arising in their progress through the
village. Everything mnst now depend upon ad-
dress, upon ennning and presence of mind; the
least indiscretion (and hqw many might not
soldier, his feelings wound up to a pitch of the

excitement, commit.) must of a necessity
terminate in instant destruction of all. Iu
short Roland was convinced, though sorely
against his will, wisdom and affectiou both
railed on him to play the part Nathan assigned
him: and he submitted to bo ruled acconliugly.

the understanding, however, thst tho ren-
dezvous, in which he was to await the operation
of tho others, lie iimiii the very ls)rders ot
the village, whence he might, in any pressing
emergency, in case of positive dangeraad conflict,
tin Immediately called to their assistance.

When the twilight had darkened away, and
the little river, rippling along its course, sparkled
only in the light of tbe stars, the three friends
crept from their retreat, and decendrd boldly in-

to tho valley; where, guided by the barking of
dogs, the occasional yells of a drunken or game-
some savage, and now and then the red glare of a
fire flashing from open crannlesof a cabin,
they fonnd little difficulty In approaching the In
dian village. It was situated on thefurther hank
of the stream, and, as descrilieil, just behind tho
bend of tho vale, at the lmttom of a rngged, bnt
not lofty hill; wbicli, jutting almost into the river,
left yet space enough for the forty or fifty lodges
composing the village, sheltering them in winter
from the bitter blasts that rush, at that season,
from the northern lakes Beyond the river, on
the side towanls thetravellers the vale was broad
er; and it wasttieretho Indians nan cnieuy plant-
ed their coru-ficld- s fields enriched by labor,
perhaps also by tears, of their oppressed and
degraded women.

Arriving at tho homers of tho cultivated grounds
the three adventnrers crossed the river, 'which
was neither broad nor deep, and stealing among
logs and stumps at the foot of the hiu, where
some industrious savage had, in former years, be-

gun to clear a field, which, however, his wives
never planted, they lay down in concealment.
waning uiiiii iuc auoniiiiiig ui me unusual misue
in the village, a consequence manifestly of the ex
cesses which Nathan predicted the victors wonld
indulge in, slioulu render tbeir further advance
practicable. Bnt this was not tho work of a mo
ment. The savage ran ilnnk and dance throngh
the night with as lusty a zeal as his white neigh-lio- r;

the song, the jest, the merry tale, areasdear
to his imagination: aud in the retirement of his
own village, no longer the restraint of
stolid gravity, assumed iu tue namii" i mo
white man, less to play the part ofo hero than to
Mr th' imlrediies of bis own inferiority. he
can give himself up to wild indulgence, the sport
of whim frolic; and. when the fire-wat- is
the soul of the feast, the feast only ends with tbs
last drop of liquor.

It conld he that the Indians ,
of the village were, this night, paying their devo-
tions to the Manlto of the mm-ke- and drinking

aud fury together from the enchanted dranght
which one of the bravest of the race its adorer
and victim, like Iogan the heroic, and Red-Jack-

the renowned, declared conld only have been
distilled "from tbo hearts of cats and the
tongues of womcu, it made him so fierce and so
foolish ; ' nor it, on tbe otlicrliand, be que- - ,

tioned that many a sad and gloomy reminiscence,
the recollection of wrong, of defeat, of disaster,
of the loss of friends and of country; was mingled
in the joy of tbe dehancb. From their lurkinp- -
ilace near tbe village, the three friends could
ear many a wild whoop, now fierce and startling,

now plaintive and mourning, the one, as Nathan
and Ralph said, the halloo for revenge, the other
the whoop of lamentation at intervals chiming
strangely in with unmeaning shrieks and roaring
laughter, the squeaking of women and the gibber-
ing of children, with the barking of curs the ut-

terance of obsteperons enjoyment, in which Ihe
whole village, brute and human, seemed equally
to share. For a time, indeed, ono might havrt
deemed the little hamlet an outer burgh of Pan-

demonium itself: and the captain of horse-thie- ve i
wore, that, having long been of the opinion "tbo

red abbregynes war tbe rale children of Sattan,
and oiggars only the grand-boy- s he should now
hold the matter to be as settled as if booked down
in an almanac, he wonhl, 'tarnal death to him."

Bnt if the festive spirit of the barbarians might
hare lasted for ever, there was, it appeared, no
such exhnstles quality in their liqmir; and, hat
failing at last, the uproar began gradually to de-
crease ; although it was not until within an hour
of midnight that Bloody Nathan declared tbe mo-
ment had arrived for entering vfllage.- -

He then rose bis lair, tnd repeating hh
injunction to Roland to remain where he was,
until the issuo of bis own visit should he known,
added a word of partis; counsel, which, to Ro-
land's imagination, bore somewhat an omiodte
character. ."The tWug that is to come," hs Jld,
"neither thee noae knows anything about; fcr
truly, an InjaaCvillage is s war-tra- which ono
may sometnes creep into easy enough ; bnt, tru-
ly, the gettingout again is another matter. And
so, friend, if it should be ray luck, and friend
Raton's, to be killed or eantivated. so that we can

affection for taee, mr. iaeo nas nsea ""' t
which he can say of no other, persona,. .sto oriy
the and mo excepiw .

With tbat, having lata asioe uis gun, wiuea, as ne

think I'm come far in ter niadam, to gin up the ywA return to thee again, do thee move by the first
holping her out of bondage to any mor.'nl two- - blink ofday, ami do thee best to save theo own

leggM rrittnr whatsomevrri I'm tho person life! ami, trulyI have some hop thee may suc-wh- at

knows this h'var town better noraranother cred ; seeing that, ir I should ''?j't"? re,5
feller in all Kentucky; and that I stick' on, for, (which I will leave with thee, for, truly, B""kl
cuss me. I've stole hoswa In it T. bnt eacnml-e- r Be among the dog. rt the village,

"Tmtv," said Nathan, after reflecting awhile, havwRhetterskiUtoavoidiminlennglnJUMthan
"thee might tuike fheeseir of service tolbemaid. the creatures of hia own kind,) will make tnee
even in thee ownway; bnt, verity, thee is an on- - hia master-,- verily, be can no longer oerre a
lucky man, and thee bring had lock whereeoev- - dead one,-a- nd show thee .ttawr bask again
ertheewiesjandaol'majeardofthee.-- ' from the wilderness. Truly, friend, he hath an

'tarnal lint

"Afeanlofyour nose!-- said Ralph,
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