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Anstin W. Morris and the Canal Lands.

We give room to-day, at the request of Mr. A. W.
Morrie, his attempted vindication of himself in reia-
tion to the act passed at the last session relative to
canal lands, which has lately created so much excite-
ment at Peru, and at other points on the Upper Wa-
bash. We have not time for much comment, but
there area few points in this communication, to
which we canuot refrain calling the reader’s atten-
tion. 3

In the first place it looks to ue as rather contradie- |
tory on its face. Speaking of the purchased canal |
Jange east of Tippecanoe river, he says they are|
* principaliy held by persons who have not for many
years paid any portion of the vrincipal or interest on
their lands, " and that many of thos? persons possess-
ed of ample means of making peyment have frequent- |
ly declared that so long as they could hold * whiie
dog ™ which was bearing six per cent interest, they
weuld not pay up,” &ec. Now all this looks like a
justfication of the new law as a remedy to force
them to ** pay up, ™ or rather to deprive them of their
farms for not ** paying up. "
view of the matter, he directly afierwards takes the
ground that the act complained of (and which Le ud-
mits Ae wrote himself ) made no change in the old
law, or rather made it still more favorable to the
purchasers ! —that it was not a remedy but a relief
measure—that it extended the time at which a for-
feitare should take place from one to two years! And
the reason given by Mr. Morris for extending this
indulgence to those persons, who he says, ** have not

]

But soon changing this

for many years paid any portion on their lands, al-
though possessed of ample means of making payment,”
is that he was a purchaser of canal lands himself!
Now this relief view of the matter looks very well,
but the most singular fact of the whole transaetion is,
that Mr. Morris started to the Wabash as soon afler
the act was approved as he could geta certified copy
of it! And why! Why, says he, to protect the
lands in which ke had an interest from sale! ‘Now
the act was not to be in force until a certified copy of
it should be filed in the canal land office, and yet he
takes a copy of it there himself, to pul it in force by
filing it! He could protect his own lands without
filing the act. Not only so, but when he gets there,
not satisfied with protecting his own lands from sale,
he admits that he * repaired to the land office to in-
vest some money in the purchase of several tracts of
Jand which Lad been eatered by Dr. Canby and by
him transferred to the General Government '™ Here
the relief view wanishes, and the pockefing one com-
mences. He takes credit to himself that those tracts
were not in the possession of settlers! Butthis iz a
question of right and wrong, and if it was wrong to

enter a settler's farm, it was wrong to enter one be-
longingz to the General Government. There might
be more bardship inone case than in the other, but
that does not change the principle of right and
wrong.

Gov. Bigger was the author of the old Jaw. He
was paid $3000 or thereabouts in addition to his sal-
ary as Governor, as a revisor, to make the Big Code,
in which the old law first drew its breath. And Mr.
Morris takes credit that his law was not as bad as that,
—that it extended the one year in the old law to fwo
years. But the canal commissioner felt compelled to
construe the old law so as not to apply it 1o any of
the canal lands sold before the old law was made.
This construction had prevented the old law from do-
ing injury. But to draw the teeth from the old law,
Mr. Harris, the Auditor of State, before Mr. Morris's
bill was introduced, prepared another bill, which was
really a bill for the relief of canal land purchasers.
It was afterwards amended, we believe, at the instance
of Mr. Taber of Cass, so as to prevent any canal
lands from being entered for non-payment of either
principal or interest, only requiring them in that case
to be offered at public sale in the month of January
following, after four weeks public notice, giving the
purchaser the right of redemption until the very day
of sale. Now this relief bill was introduced as we
have already said, before Mr. Morris's bill was
introduced. It entirely changed the severity of the
old law. Itrepealed itin effect. Now if Mr. Morris
was only anxious for relief for himself and other ca-
pal land purchasers, why did he introduce his bill at
all, when Mr. Harris's bill, affording far better relief,
bad been already introduced! Mr. Harris’s bill as
amended by Mr. Taber, had actually passed before
Mr. Morris's bill. And yet, after Mr. Taber's bill
had passed, Mr. Morris's bill was reported back from
the judiciary committee, and passed both Houses, all
in one day, and that the very last day fixed for ad-
journment. Why! Because Mr. Morris's bill ex-
pressly repeals all lawe cuntravening its provisions,
which of course would sweep away Taber’s relief bill
and revive the old law. Taber's law no longer left
the question at the mercy of the consiruction of the

canal officers. The object of Morris's bill was to de- |

siroy Taber's, and to restore the old law withou! the
benefit cf construction. [t wasto warm the viper in-
to life.

But what we most object to is Mr. Morris's attempt
to make Gov. Whitcomb reponsible in some degree
for the bill. He does not and could not pretend that
the Governor knew any thing of the bill until it was
brought to him with many others for signature. The
Governor was confined to his bed at the time with a
dangerous attack of sickness. He had to be bolstered
up to sign bills. This bill, on its face, was a relief
bill. It held out every appearance, not of fraud, but
of indulgence to the purchasers. It extended the time
of forfeit from one to two years. Under that impres-
sion, and in that sick condition, the bill was signed.
M;r. Morris says—does any one suppose that ke (Gov.
W.) would sign a bill the provisions of which he did
pot fully understand ! Well, the *“understanding” of
it from its face, looked all very fair, and was well
calculated to impoee npon a man in full vigor of mind
and body, and much more on a sick man. But
no one knows better than Mr. Morris, (for he has been
an old clerk in the Legislature,) that the Governor
even in perfect health, has but a short time to examine
bills. OF the 300 or 400 bills passed every session,
more than two-thirds of them come before the Gov-
ernor for his signature on the last day of the session.

The
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Business of the M. and 1. Rail Road
Froem our Madison Correspondant.
MADISON, February 2, 1846,

Dear Sizs—] send you a statement of the business

of the Railroad for ten weeks ending Jan. 30, 1546,
Outward. Inward.

207 Passengers 397 Passengers

356,400 lbs Merchandise 2588 bbils Flour
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Each one of the 130 Senators and Representatives
bhas during the whole session to examine bills, that
the Governor is compelled to examine (at least two-'

thirds of them) in lessthan one day ! And after all, l;‘"'mncm}! of last week, and the proceedings of pub-
2 lic meeting, purporting

For the Indiana State Jowurnal.
To the Publie.

there are bills that the Governor would not rote for if

he were a member that he would yet feel it his duty g, Logansport, entertain so much that is untrue in

APOLIS, FEBRUARY

The publications in the State Sentivel and Indiana |

to bnve been held at Pery, | 8en

" | ot vetoing.

to sign as Governor. Generally speaking bills pass
lb}' small majorities. Perhaps there is not a member
1uf the Legislature that would vote for more two-
\thirds of all the bills that are pussed. But what

il would the anti-veto or whig party say of a Governor
|
'session! Numbers of conning, plavsible, smooth
i whigs, that used to bawl oot so long and loud against

Gen. Jackson aad John Tyler for veloing, have been
[trying to persuade honest farmers . attending court
| this week, that Gov. Whitcomb bhas done wrong for

What can be thoughtof such men! Have they any

|shame Jeft ! Greatly to their disappointment, how- |
| ever, as soon as Gov., Whitcomb discovered the fraud
|that was trying to be practised vnder the Morris bill,
| he at once stopped all proceeding under it. He closed
the mouths of the land sharks and protected the rights
of the honest settlers. And now won't they blame
him for that? They are mightily afraid that ke
won't do sumething wrong.
Mexico.

The following paragraph is extracied from the
manifesto of Parsdes to the Mexican people. It
sounds very patriotic, and there may be some sinceri-
ty in it, bat we doubt:

“ As for myself, [ desire no place—no power.

“ | shall no souner enter the eity of Mexico than |
will convoke an assembly duly elec ted by all the vuters
in the states, and cluthed with unlimited authorny
for the purpose of remodcling the government accord-
ing to the will of the peu;-’.-_‘

* All classes of society—the clergy, the miltary,
the magistracy, the learned professions, commerce,
industry and sgricolture will be represented in this
assembly, and from the moment it meels all power
will cease to exist, except such as may emanate from
1t

“ Happy then at having conscientiously discharged
my duty, | shall either retire to private life, or I shall
ask the privilege of marching to the frontier to en-
counter the usurpers of our territory and the enemies
of independence and prosperity.”

Mexican Prorvisional Constitution.—Gen. Paredes
has promulgated a provisioual constitution, of wiich

the following is a synopsis :

The 1st Section declares the intention of the army
to support the nation agsinst the administration of
Herrera, and pronounces all future acts of that admin-
istration, null and voud.

Section 2d. Dissulves the Congressand all executive
authorities.

Section 3d. Repeats Paredes’s promise to convoke
an Extravrdinary Congress, with full powers to settle
the affairs of the nation.

Section 4th. Gives **all classes of society " the
franchise.

Section 5th. Makes it the first duty of the Congress
to organize the executive power of the State, and pro-
nounces this * Su\'cft;‘agll A»suu;bly " the source of
all authority.

Section 6th. Permits the local authorities in the
Departments the temporary exercise of their functions.

Section Tth. Nominates Paredes ‘¢ Chief of this
movement”™ and forms a kind of advisory Committee
to act with or for him.,

Section Sth. Provides for inviting the Governor of
San Luis Potusi to espouse the cause,

Section 9th. Solemnly disclaims all intention to
elevate Paredes beyond the point indicated by his
manifesto,

Section 10th. Declares that “the army will pur

all persons who oppose this plan."™

The revolution was almost bloodless, only one regi-
mental officer and one private soldier losing their lives.
Paredes is said to have had foewer than 8,000 men
under him, and his march was slw enough to enable
Herrera to take every defensive precaution. The
latter accordingly equipped about 30,000 citizens to |
defend the eity, having also some twelve hundred
regular troops to i Upon FParedes's
appearance, the n"gnia rs very coolly walked over the
causeway to join him, and the militia—not very
coolly—divested themselves of all signs of opposition
to his course. No violent measures were pursued ;
none were necessary.

The principal accusation brought against the Gov-
ernment by Paredes and his band, is that of being
willing to form a treaty with the United States for
the surrender of Texas. This, it i3 true, was a mere
pretext to catch the populace; for Paredes and every
other intelligent man in Mexico knows that Texas is
irrecoverably lost, and that the best thing for Mexico,
is to acknowledge the loss with a good grace. Should
Paredes or any other man who understands the inter-
est of Mexico, be seated in power, safely and tran-
'quilly, for twelve months, he would not hesitate to
make the best terms with this country, and would
endeavor to prevail upon his own countrymen never
more to dream of the re-conquest of Texas.

1ish
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I's gurrison.

Frexca IntErrerexce 18y Mexico.—The U. S.
Gazetle, a very reliable journal says, it had occasion
thrice this month, to refer to the rumor that a French
Prince, married to a Spanish Princess, is to occupy |
the throne of Mexico; The Gazelte refers also to in-
formation received at New Orleans to the same effect,
and from an entirely different source. From all the
circumstances, the Gazelle is evidently disposed to

that would veto one-third of all the bills passed at a |

Fvisions of said seciion 218, for two years successively

relation to a business transaction in which 1 was re-
cently engaged that | am impelled, by u sense of duty
to myself, to ask the attention of the public to the
following facts :

The Revised Statutes of 1543, in relation to the
sale of Wabash and Erie canal lands, (sce page 267)
15 as follows :

¢ 1. Three months’ notice of the time of sale shall be
given.

2. The time of sale and the manner in which the no-
tice shall be published shall be designated by the Gover-
nor.

3. One-fourth of the purchase money, with one year's
interest in advance on the residue, shall be paid at the
time of the purchase.

4. A like one-fourth of the purchase money, and inter-
est in advance on the residue, shall be paid at the expira.
tion of ench year thereaftzr, until the whole is discharged

Src. 216. When the commissioner superintending
any sule becomes satisfied that & combination exists
among the bidders, to cause any tract of land to sell for
a less price than would otherwise be obtanied, he shall
bid off such tract on bebdll of the Sute.

Segc. 217. In the next advertisernent of lands for
sale, he shall note such tracts as are particularly worthy
of public attention, and again offer all such for sale as
bolore,

Sgc. 218, On a fuilure to pay either principal or in-
terest when due, n paenalty ol twenty-five per cent. on |
the amount unpaid shall be added therein, nmrlmltrﬁ the

|
| Will candid men say that there was any fraud in

B 12, 1846.
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|and what do they prove! Leta plain recital an-
swer,

Afler an interview with the gentlemen above nom-
| ed, with whom | had conversed on the subject of the

| him, and the following proceedings had thereon
No. 472,
An act to amend the 218th section of the 13ith cha
of Revised Cude, page 207.
H. R.

Jan. 13, read lst and 24 times, and referred to the ju-
diciary committee.

Jan. 19, read 3d time and passed.

pter

Kinder Clerk.
SENATE.
Jan. 19, read 1st, 2 and 3d times and passed.
Gorman, Sec., Senate.
(4. 1. 7T., Sec'y.
Parker.

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the en-
dorsements, on the back of the above entitled hill, now
on file in my office, which was passed at the reccnt ses-
sion of the Legislature.

JNO. H. THOMPSON, Secretary of State.

Jan. 30th, 1846.

Enrolled.

the proceedings above shown to have taken place !
Can it, with truth, be said the law was not understood
by the Judiciary commitiee, composed, as it was,
principally, by men of the legal profession? Was it
not understood by Mr. Osborn of Laporte and Mr,

man of the Judiciary commuttee,) who advocated its
passage in speecies before the House, sud who read
the section of the Revised Law proposed to be amend-
ed? No one acquainted with those gentlemen, each

whwle sum, with interest thereon, shall be pnld within
one vear therealier, the contraet uf sale shall be vacuted,
andl the land become forfeit 1o the State {or the use of the
canal.

Sec. 219.  All lands remaining unsold at such public
sale, and nll lands becoming torfeit under the preceding
section, shull thereafler remain to be entered by the first
applicant at the rate affised thereto on the terms afure.
suid.’

The district of country in which the land office, for
the sale of lands east of the mouth of the Tippeca-
noe, is principally held by persons who have not, for
many years, paid any portion of the principal or in-
terest on their lands. Many of those persons, pos-
sessed of ample means of making payment, have fre-
quently declared that so long as they could hold
vewhite dog,” which was bearing six per cent. inter-
est, they would not pay up, because they could make
more on that species of muney by keeping it in their
nockets. The effect of this course on the interests of
the State was, that, in consequence of payments not
being made, the superintendent of the canal was com-
pelled to issue a greater amount of serip to meet the
necessary repairs, which increased issue causcd a fur-
ther depreciation of ifs value and the State was com- |
pelled to pay double price for all soch repairs. The |
interests of those in the immediate vicinity of the land |
office being thus against the enforcement of the por-
tion of the Revised Statutes above quoted, the officer
in charge refused to permit catries to be made, al- |
though its provisions are plain and imperative. Had
the lnw as it exists on the statute book of 1843, been
enforced, lands forfeited under its provisions could
have been entered at any time. Suppose an indivi-
dual had made application for the purchase of lands,
thus forfe ted, and the superintendent had so far re-
garded his duty as to issue certificates of purchase,
who would have thought of attaching blame to the
person making the purchase under the law?! It is
contained in a book in the bands of every Judge,
Clerk and Justice of the Feace within the State, and
its provisions must have been understood by il inter-
ested in its existence. In what manner, then, does |
the amendment, made at the recent session of the
],pg}gla!urp_ change the Revised Statute so as to
make it eensurable for one to act under its provisions! |
To make it plain, so that it may be fully understood |
b:.' all, I will give that act in full. It is as follows:

AN ACT
Amending the 218th seclion of Revised Code, Chaprer
13, and page 267, I

Sec. 1. Beif enacted by the General JAssembly of |
the State of Indiana, That the one vear allowed in the
218th section, of chapter 13, page 267, of the Revised |
Cl'dr‘, as [he ume Wllhill \\'hiCh lhﬂ llnds ih‘” be 't’det‘m‘ !

ed in, is hereby extended to two years.
Skc, When any purchaser has neglected the pro-

s
'

o
-
I
|

last past, then the proper commissioner shall be governed !
in all respects by the provisions of the 218th, 219th, and |
2201h sections of chapter 13 of the Revised Code as afore.
said,

Sgc. 3. This to be in force from and afier its pas-
snge, and a certified copy being filed in each of the Canal |
Land Offices, or with the Commissioner thereof. And all |
laws contravening the provisions of this act are hercby
repealed. JOHN 3. SIMONSON,

Speaker of the House of Representatives,
J. G. READ,
President of the Senate.

Approved Jan. 20th, 1846:

JAS. WHITCOMB.
State of Indiana, to-wit:

I. John H. Thompson, Secretary of State, do herchy
certify, that the foregoing is a true copy of the original
enrolment of the same, now on file in my office. In
testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my hand, and affix-
ed the seal of the State, Jan. 21st, 1846,

JOHN H. THOMPSON,
Secretary of Stale.

Here then, it will be observed, that the fime at
which a forfeiture should take place is extended from
“ope™ to “two" years, and the superintendent is to
be governed by the provisions of the act which has
been in existence for nearly three years! This isthe
only change made by the amendment passed at the
last session, and, so far as the rights of the original
purchaser of canal lands are concerned, it is in his
favor as thereby he has one year longer, than hereto-
fore, to redeem lands which may have beea forfeited.
To this, there can be no objection.

Being o purchaser of canal lands myself, as early

consider the rumor as something more serious than
the thousand idle tales set afloat by thoughtless gus-f
 sipers, to amuse the public fora brief hour. Events
in that quarter, must soon ripen, and the degree of
 importance to be attached to the story, will speedily
be determined.

Lounisiana Election.

The election for State officers under the new Consti-

| tution took place in Louisiana on the 19th inst,
The democrats succeeded in the city of New Orleans,
the only district heard from, in giving their candidate
' for governor a handsome majority. The vete at the

| elose of the poll stood as foliows :
Johnson (Démocrat) 3,431
3,055

De Buys (Whig)
Johnson's majority - 346
The demoerats have also succeeded in electing a
majority of the members of the legislature.

]
|

- - - - -

Esoruvmests or Correctors or Custons.—We
learn by the Union thet the fullowing amounts Lave
been respectively retained by the several collectors,
being their emoluments during the yesr ending June,
1845. The collectors of Boston, during four years,
retained, 824,978, the Collectors of New York, $53,-
050, the collectors of Philadelphia 329,8‘7‘.’_3 : Caollector
Williams of Baltimore, for two years, eight months
and twenty days, 811,842 ; the collector of Savannah,
for three years and nine months, §5134; the collector

of Charleston $21,918, and the collecior of New
Orleans £15,974. Total emoluments thus retained,
8174712,

Who can wonder that office-seeking should be al-
most a mania, when such enormous ealaries as these
are the reward of success ! Moderate salaries are
the best if not the ouly efficient antidote to the evil

of office secking.

(=7~We publish to-day, to the exclusion of much
other matter, the speech of Mr. Owex on the sub-
ject of Oregon. It abounds with facts which sustain
the American claims beyond controversy, and it will

i should be extended

as at the session of the Legislature one year ago, |
was anxious that the time named in the Revised Code
and, after consultation with gen-
tlemen who were the Representatives of the upper
Wabash country, drew up a bill extending the time
for five vears, which passed the House and only failed
in the Senate for want of time. During the recent
seasion, I had frequent conversations with Messrs.
Rockhill, Reyburn and other members representing
counties interested in these lands, as to the propriety
of extending the time to at least three years. They
all agreed with me as to the justice ; and the only ob-
jection urged was, that, as they had so often asked
for relief for the purchasers of such lands they feared
no indulgence could be obtained. The bill, ss origin-
ally introduced, extended the time to three years.
The word *‘three” was stricken out, in the House,
and the word *two" inserted, in which form it pass-
ed. The agency which I had in originating the law
was prompted nlone by a desire to have the benefit of
an extension of time on my own land and that of a
few personal friends. At the time of its introduction,
no relief measure of this character had passed, nor
could I know that any would be passed,

Subsequent to the passage of this act I lcnrngd,
(not from Col. Lucas, as I never had any conversation

.

of whom represented a constituency interested i the
queetion, can suppuse that they did not understand
it. Its passage through the Senate wus fuvored by
Col. Reyburn, who protested against the ayes an

noes being called on the motion 10 suspend the rules,
that it might pass. They did understand it to mean
just what it does mean, that purchasers should have
one year longer than the time fixed in the Siatute

of 1843, in which to redeem such Iands as mayv have |

become forfeited, and to prevent a forfeiture taking
place as soon by one year as provided for in the sec-
tion thus amended. Cen any one believe that Gover-
nor Whitcomb did not understand a bill so plain and
simple in its provisions. Thuse who would agsert it,

certainly would do injustice to his reputation for le- |

gal ability. Does any one suppose he would s2en &
bill the provisions of which he did not fully undey.
stand?! Those who weuld thus contend, thercby im-
peach his ability to perform the duties of the station
which he occupies. Where, then, is tle froud practised
upon the Legislature, and upon the country ?
for the arrument, its existence, is the person who drew
up the bill to be alone denounced and the Legislature

who enacted it, and the Executive who sioned it, to ’

be held entirely innocent?! Would this be right in
the eyes of honest men. It does not exist, however,
and it would never have been charged by any other
than just such men asthose who figured in getting up

the resolutions represented to have been adopted at |

the public meeting at Peru on the 26ih inst. Isay

| *‘represented,” beeause | understand, thst since their
{ publication, many of them were disavowed by scveral

respectable gentlemen who were present and who
would not bave sanctioned the passage of resolutions
so infamous in their character. 1 understand thatthe
resolutions and address were drawn up by, and pub-
lished under the direction of an individuel (of whom

| I shall speak directly) in & manner unauthorized by

the mectung. Having established beyond all contro-
veisy that the act which passed at the recent session
makes no alteration in the existing law, diversely af-
fecting, in any particular, the rights of purchasers of

| canal land—that it was passed by the Legislature,

afler a reference to a standing committee of the

dment, | drew up and handed the law in question |
published in the Democratic Pharos, of the 25th iust., | to Mr. Parker. It was introduced to the House by

i
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T *« Cement 107 Barley
{21 half bbls Beer 77 blls and
Letter from the Governor. |23 kegs Powder 378 kegs Lard
Jax. 23,1846, | 170 bags Salt 40,000 Hoop Poles
Mnr. MMate : —1 received to-night, by Mr. Geo, Smith, 63 Ploughs

10,000 Staves
| the within letter and orders, from Gov. WiTtcens, | 159 bu Stone Caal 15 Cords Wood
which | wish you to publish, for the information of sll

L1

From the Pharee, Extra, Jan. 29k,

LAND FRAUD,

McDonald, (the last named gentleman being the chair- |

.'\(!lh‘ll |

concerned. \'uuu, &e., JOUN W. WRIGHT.
Ispraxarorrs, Jan. 26, 1846,

DEan Sin: — Your letter of yesterday evening was re-
ceived this mornmg, by the hands of Mr. Gro. Swirn,
who came by express for that purpose.

I am greaily surprised 10 learn that a law authorizing
caual lands to be entered on a failure to pay interest for
LWo yveurs, was passed ol the lust session, Allhuugh my
n_ulih 15 yet feebie, | have come to the Becretary of
State’s office, (where I am now wiiting.) for the purpose
of examining into the wlole maller, as fur as practicable.
I find the bill by a title in which canal lands are not allu-
ded to, by mame. lis title is,* An net amending the
218th See. of Revised Code, Chaprer 13, and page 267.
Itis only by examiniug the Rey. Code, at the page indi-
cated, that the reference is perceived. By the endarse.

ment on the bill, it seems to have been introduced into |

the House of Representatives by Mr. Parker. It was in-

troduced as late as the 13th J.:lluar}r, (Tuesday.) The

Legislature had previously resolved to adjourn on the

10h, (Mouday.) It was read the first and second times

in the House and seems to bave been referred to the ju-

diciary commitiee. On the 19th, the very day fized for

edjournment, it again made its appearance, in the buiry
I which then usually prevails, and was read the third time
'nnd passed. It was then taken to the Senate, read the
first, second and third times, and passed, all in the same
day. All this appears [rom he Clerks’ eudorsement on
the bill iself.

The 1st See. of the bill declares * that the ‘one )'rar'
| allowed in the 218 Sce, of Chap. 13, p. 267, of the Rev.
ltfmle, as tlhu time within which the lands shail be re-
| deemed, is hereby eatended to twovears.” The word
| was at first written three. in biack ink, being the same
| calor, and in the same hand-writing, with the rest of the
{bill. The three has been struck through with the pen,
Enlnl the word two written just nbove, and a ﬁgure 2 just
| below, in Llue ink, and in a different hand-wrniting. Sec.
| 2 provides that whiere any purchaser has neglected the
provisions of said Sce. 28, for tiwe yeurs successively
. last past, then the proper commssioner shall be gov erned
| all respeets by the provisions of the 2181k, 21Mh and

L20th sections, chnp. ll&. of Revised Code aforesaid. The
| word was frst written three in this 2d See. slso, but was
{ nfierwards crossed out with the pen, and the word fwe
{ written above it, in a lighter black ink, and 10 a differen
| hand-writing. Sec. 3 declares that * this act shall be in
l--ﬂ:r: lrom und afler its passage, and a certified copy be-
ing filed in each of the Cansl land offices or with the
Commissioners thereof, "’ and that all laws contravening
the provisions of this act are hereby repesled. T he
| word Camal in this last Section; has been interlined in
| apparently the same colored ok, and in the same hand-
writing, ns was the word two in the 2d section.

I "f'lns is all | have yet been able to gather of the history
| of the Lill. By whom or how the nmendments or alter-
ations in the bill were mnde, ix not known,

On the 1l inst., the day first fixed by the General
| Assembly for adjournment, I hiad been confined for sev-
[ernl days with a violent wnd acute attack of sickness.
| This induced the Legislature to extend the time for an-

other duy, 10 enuble me 10 sign the bills. ‘The Lills were
{ read to me. I was then raised up in my bed, and in thal
wenk enudition of body and mind | was compelled 10

l

‘briglal wrappers, and the glitter of the cwmborged

130 Pork Barrels

25,060 ft Lomber
45,000 all other frt

60,000 hogs have been slaugltered st Madison
iduring the season, of which we have trensported on
the Road about 23,000. The river is in good order
and risirg—heavy shipments of produce are being
\made. The market is 50 unsettled I will defer giving

you prices until next week. Yours, W.N.J

| A Tricx wonTn Rzcorping.—A “ very gentle.
manly Jooking man,” called & few days since ata
|store in Broadway, and enquired of the proprietor,
who is n German, if he would like to gell a medicine
of **known celebrity,” siating at the same time the
percentage which would be allowed, and pointing vut
the advantages which would accrue to his store, from
the publicity it would acquire from the extensive ad-
verusing of the medicine. The German feeling sat-
isfed that he could lose nothing by the experiment,
cunsented tw receive a specified number of bottles.

In due time they came, and very elegant in out.
ward appearance they certainly were, being beauti-
[ fully labelled—with a bronze wrapper, a la Chinoise,
|and marked in illuniinated figures, “*price 85 00.”
The perfume emanating from the unfolding of the

name—(*The elixir of Life”")—pleascd the German
so much that he was induced to place the bottles in
the most conspicuous part uf’ the store. Scarcely Lad
the Japonica-filit *melied into air,” when a gémh.
man, apparently very near-sighted, gave an inguir.ng
look into the store, and coughing very consumjtively,
demanded if such an advertiscd medicine was mfd
here, naming the “Elix r." FPeing answered in the
affirmative, he threw a §5 gold pirce on the counter,
and clutching the bottle with as much avidity ss
though be had really obtained the “E! xir of Life,”
rushed from the store. The demand was so fiequent
that before three days had elapsed the stosk was
sold.

The “gentlemanly looking man™ sgsin made his
appesrance to negotiate with the German for the sale
of the remaining lot on hand, snd receive from Lim
the proceels of the last, amounting to §40, the Ger-
man receiving his profits, §19. The excuse for the
sale of @/l his medicine was ill-health, necessity of
removing to a warm climate, &e., and the German
being satisfied, the articles of sale were made out and
completed, all but the signing, when a Yankee friend,
posscssing more shrewdness than the German, stepped
n and rescued Lim from the liss of some &BCU ur
&900. Subsequent inquiries proved thut the *‘gentle.
man" had sent persons to purchase the medicine, ang
an examination of the “glowing bottle™ proved it to
contain molasses and water! perfumed with some
powerful essence.—Mirror,

| sign hundreds of bills,” When tlus bill came befors me,
[ with many others, | noticed that it referred to other laws,
| of which it professed to bean amendment. 1 was not in
{ n condition to send for and examine those other liws.
| Besides, the 1st Sec. said that the “ one year " within
| which to redeem lands should be ertended 1o “ two
| years. " This looked like indulgence and relief to the
lcmml land purchasers,and ns the bill had received the
| approval of the members of both House and Senate, 1
bad not a doubt that all was right, and let the bill go
with the rest. 1 now regret to learn that it is a cruel op-
pression to the purchasers, and has been passed ander cir-
| cnmstances that, | think, afford strong evidence of frand,
[for 1 cannot believe that the Legislature would have |
sanctioned such a law, if’ its character had been fully un-
derstood. Iis provisions, mndeed, directly conflict with |
those of an act approved only the day before, entitled

This is no vew trick, it was played off by the late cele-
brated Dr. Sclomon, of Liverpool (England) upon a
large scale. The said doctor was in the year 1795, a
dealer in old clothes; but be invented the Balm of
Gilead, the Essence of Gold, and some other medi.
cines, which Le continued to sell in large quantities,
and by the same trick played off by the * gentleman's

{above mentioned, induced many of the slopsellers,

particularly, to take for cash, wholcsale orders, some
of which no doubt remain on hand yet; for when
the extensive order was supplied the dewand for the
article miraculously ceased. Largequenties of these
medicines were shipped to this country, together with
the doctor’s celebrated * Guide of Health, " a work of

House, and after a discus=ion of its pr':)'.'i.:'-iu'“.s—ihat 1 An act for the relief of pun'lm_uf':s of Canal Lands. "

it received the sanction of the Executive who must | This latter act provides that hereafter all W, and E. Ca- |

have examined it, the only question remaining is, | nal land= that are now, or that may herealler become for-

| dividual of his property.

whether [ was justifisble in making the entries of
the lands above meutioned.

Whatever view might be taken of the inquiry asa
question in ethics, (and thus considered, I do not be-
Lieve it wrong) its propriety ought not ta be ques-
tioned by men, whose fortunes have been mmde by

swindling Indians, first made drunk to facilitate its

| accomplishment, or, by a sworn conservator of the
p s

ln\“f“ ‘\:l" commits I‘llul’:xl I‘lfr']!lr.\' l)) r(.'\Unil'IN"l'ad:ng
their violation. These are not the men to determine
this question ﬁnli:-f?ml-»r':]_v 1_'--r‘ an enlightened com-
munity, From their denunciations I appeal to the so-
ber judgment of hones! men.

Jack Wright, who occupies, to the disgrace of the

| State, the station of a president judge of a circuit

court, was the presiding genius of the Peru meeting.
At his instance it wans called. The resolutions and
address could not have emanated from any other man
this side of Jeffersonville, and the walls of the peni-
tentiary contain individuals who would blush at the
avowal of the doctrines which they inculcate.

Were it not that these resolutions and address are
sent forth as having received the approbation of a nu-
merous assembly of the citizens of Miami county, I
would not notice them. It would be unnecessary to
do so : for those who are acquainted with Wright,

| know that he is so addicted to falsechood that, as

a somewhat mitigation for the offence, it is nrzed in
his behalf, that, lying, with him, is a constitutional
defect and that he is not, therefure, accouutable for it.
Let any man read the resolutions and address referred
to, and then determine whether their author is not
better suited, in morality and capacity, to lead a gang
of highwaymen, than to preside in a Court of justice.

The second resolution penned by the Judge. recom-
mends the appointment of a committee to rob an in-
It is wrong for a person to
purchase land under the provisions of the law, but
perfectly right in a committee to steal money, al-
though prohibited by the law ! Tuis is the morality
—the honesty of Jack Wright and his compeers.
Passing over the remaining resolutions, which are
nearly all of the same character, I wish to point out
the falsehoods which are asserted in the address.

It is false that Col. Reyburn refused to have any
thing to do with the passage of the amendment—but,
on the contrary thereof, favored its passage. It is
false that **in the confusion of the adjournment, the
bill was passed without the knowledge of the mem-
bers,” but, on the contrary thereof, it was acted upon
by those directly interested in its passage, with a full
knowledge of its purport. It is false that the bill re-
vives any act which was not existence previous to its

sage, nor does it make it more imperatively the
duty of the Commissioner to permit the entry of furfeit-
ed lands, than did the law existing at the time of its
passage ; in fact, making no alteration whatever in
that respect. It is false *“that the clerk in the land
office ewployed assistance, and that three persons
were secretly emploved in filing certificates ;" but on
the contrary thereof, the entries were made and the
certificates were issued and the business transacted in
the usual manner, in the presence of whoever chose to
come into the uffice. It is false that Mr. Fitzgerald's
name was used by me, to cover entries made for my
vse. The lands purchased by him (with the exception
of about one section, which bad been forfeited by the
United States in the manner above mentioned, and in
which only am I interested) were paid for with his

with him on the subjeet) the superintendent had deter-

mined that it would be his duty to comply with the law |

and to permit etries to be made immediately. Wish-

from sale, and knowing that many persons were ad-
vised of the abeve determination of the superintend-
ent, I repaired to the land office for that purpose, and
to invest some money in the purchase of several
trects of land which I knew had been entered by Dr.
Canby—by him transferred to the Ueneral Govern-
ment, and upon which neither principal nor interest
had been paid for many years. The lands here re-
ferred to are not in the possession of settlers,
title which has been acquired to them has been by
speculators at tax sales, and certainly they are the
last who should complain of my purchase.
Those who denounce me, in order to make my con-
duct censurable, assert that the of the law
was red by i means—that it was not un-
Mpm:ytb?m?mwbythaw. If
this charge is ' to be untrue, of course the
censure predicated upon it can no exist. What

be read with pleasure by the people of Indiana.

ate the facts and circumstances attending its passage,

ing to protect the Jands in which I bad an interest |

own money, for his own use and ben~fit. The asser-
tion that Mr. Smith bad made an affidavit that [ had
stolen the certificates, I believe 1o be untrue, I know
not what effect the threats of a banditti may bave had
upon him, or what he may have been forced to do—
but this I am certain, if he did so, he stated that
which is untrue.

It may be regarded by some, that I ought mot to
have noticed these publications, for the reason that
they carry with them sufficient evidence of their vin-
dictivencss a8 to preclude their working any injury to
me. It may be that [ owe an apology to the public for
asking theirattention to a matter purely personal. If'so,
it is to be found in the desire to preserve a repuiation
which [ felt had been most unjustifiably and wautonly
How fur [ have succeeded, 1 leave, with
to the judgment of an enlightened and

ty- A. W. MORRIS.
Fb. 24, 1846,

aspersed.

caonfidence, |
* honest communi
Indianapolis,
P.S. [Itrastsuch papersas may

blished the
=y

above referred to, will do A.

publieh this refutation.

feited to non-payment of either principal or interest,
both east and west of Tippecanoe river, at the time the

same may become due, under the laws n force regula-
ting the sale of said lands, it shall be the duty of the per- |

son having charge of the land office, where the same mey |
have been purchased, to offer the same lor sale, as othe |
lands are offered, st public sale on the first Monday i
January in each and every year, &c., first having given
four weeks notice, &e., und gives the purchaser the priv.
lege of redeeming at any time before saule. This last law |
also * isp force from nud aller its passage. ™ Besides
all this, the State Debt Bill, extends the time of payment |

ta canal land purchasers for five yrars. The lust two nets
show that it was the intention of the Legislaiore to tn-
dulge and faror these purchasers, and nffords satisfactory
proot that the law now compluined of was got through |
under a plausible and unsuspected name, carrying the ap-
|m:ur;mce of reliel on its face, but ol oppression at iis
| heart, and never conld have received the sanction of the
Legislature if its object had been known.

Uunder these circumstances, | have felt it my doty to
issue a request to Col Lucas, the Canal Superintendent,
and to Mr, Fisnen, his successor, which, so faras | have
the power, is made an order, to suspend nll sales or en- |
tries of Canal lands under an act entitled “ An act
amending the 2153th See. of Revised Code, Chap, 13, and
page 267, " being the act complained of.  Similar docuo-
ments, in wniting, have been filed with H. J. Harnis,
Esq., the Auditor of Public Aeccounts, not to eounter-
sign any such canal land certificate, and with the Serre-
tary of Stale not to issue any patent for any canal jand
under the act last referred 10.” As no soch certificate has
yet been countersigned, and no sach patent issued, there
need be, 1 think, no apprehension felt on the part of
those whose lands have been sought to be purchased, that
their rights will be taken sway or impawed. The next |
Legislature, I doubt not, will take early measures to re-
peal the act in gunestion.  In the mean time, notlung on
my part shall be wanting 1o protect those who have been
sought to be injured. 1 am, dear mir, in great haste,

Yours respectfully,
JAS. WHITCOMB.

Hon, Jonx W. WricnrT,

President Judge, &e. &e.

Cxrcvmive Orrice,

| tifty editions.

which he printed probably not less than & | undred and
Dr. Svlomun died alout the year 1815,
having amnassed a fortune by s quackery of not less

than tweo bundreds thousand pounds. *

An interesting discovery is said to have been made
at Geneva. The manuseript of the last Canto of Dun
Juan has been found. Itissaid to be in Lord Eyron’s
own hand writing. It is said to be unususlly raey,
and will speedily be published in Paris. A pew com-
position, by Weber, has also turned up, by eccident,
Rather doubtful,

and a magnificent poem by Ariosto,
we think.

GrEaT Musicar NovELTy.—An sdvertisemen! in
the New York Sun announces that Mr. Nelson, the
digcoverer and perfurmer on the Rock Harmonicon,

| consisting of a great number of rongh stones Jaid on

strips of wood wound with straw, which, being
touched with a small Lammer or malle:, emits the
sweelest sounds, and is enpable of producing all the
elfects that can be elicited from the piano; also the
musical pine sticks, which are played in the same
manner ; together with his improved Dulcimer of
Scripture, an instrument of peculiar richness of tone,
is to give a public exlubition of these curivus inven-
tivns.

Witcncrarr.—The Rev. Dr. Wilson, of the First
Preshyterian Church in Cineinnati, has lutely presched
a sermon against the sin of witcheruft, in wivich henot
only declares his belief in the reality of the sin, but he
holds that it is now practised to an alarming exteat.
Under the head of witclcraft, he classes the recent
pretended miracles in the Catholic Church, animal
magunetism, Shakerism, Mormoniem, &e.

OFFICIAL CIR(ULAR ===, 0.0, F.
Office of Corresponding and Recording Secretary,

R W.G L U & Javusry 1, 1846. ?

To the Grand Lodges and Grand Encampments under

this jurisdiction :

The following are copies of the requests referred to in
the foregoing letter :
Indianapolis, Jan. 27, 1846. }

Sreanxs Fisuer, Esq.,

Superintendant of W. and E. Canal,

You are hereby requested, and (as far as the Executive
possesses the power) directed, so soon as you enter on
the duties of your office, to suspend all sales or entries of
canal lands under the act of Jan'y 20th, inst., entitled ‘An |
act amending the 215th Secnon of Revised Code, Chap-
ter 13, page 267."" lam very respectfully, .

Your ob’d’t servant, i
JAS. WHITCOMB. 1
Exrcomive Orrice, }
Indianapolis, Jan'y 27, 1840. -
E. F. Lucas, Esq., |
Superintendent of W. and E. Canal. !

You sre hereby requested, and (a8 far ns the Executive
possesses the power) directed to suspend all sales or en-
tries of canal lands under the act of 20th Jan'y, mst.,
entitled “ An act amending the 218th section of Revised
Code, chap. 13, and page 267. " 1 am very respectiully,

(ourcbedient servant.
JAS. WHITCOMB.

027~ Wm. Cobbett, Esq., a barrister, and a son of
Prison, for contempt of the Court of Chancery, in not
paying, as ordered, certain co-1s.

The readers of the Waverly Novels will probably
recollect Mr. Oldbuck, the antiguarian’s mode of
ghowing that imprisonment for debt was unknown to
the British laws. No creditor could commit his debtor.
He asked the law to aid him. The law, through the
magistrates, forthwith comwands the debtor to pay.
The debtor is not able, or not willing, so refuses, and
| then the wight is thrust into prison, not for owing a
| ereditor, but for contempt of the Court, by refusing
| to obey the order to pay the delt,

Horpizre Case of Lyscume.—~The inhabitants of
Jefferson County, Florida, on the 2d inst, executed a

or process of law, merely taking a vote which result-
od 67 in favor of hanging 23 against it. Three or
four Preachers were preseut, and gave the culprit the
benefit of their prayers.

(=7~James Elder, publisher of the Jeflersonian, has
been appointed Postmaster at Richmond, in place of
D. D. Sloan, resigned. Mr. Elder, we have no doubt,

will make a geod officer——printers generally do.

the late William Cobbett, now lies in the Queen's

It is with feelinges of onfeigned regret, thet the under-
signed is compe led to announce to the Broherhood his
insbility to comply with the order of the R W. G. L. U.
8., ‘d.-l,tpd at its late Session, directing the Cor, Necretary
to distribute the revieed woik in season for its simulianecus
use throughout the jurisdiction. He begs 10 sssure all
whom it may concern, that o «fliwl has been left vnem-
ployed by the Commitive on Revision to place the same
in his possession at the perivd heretofore designated, De-
cember, 1st, 1845 ; but the magnitude of the underinking,
and the many unlorseen difficuities ioseparsble from the
task, have delayed the conpletion of the work, and thus
disappointed their bopes.  The san.e explanution is off-red
in relation to the supply of Canls, authorzed at the last
Session of the G. L of the U. 8. [t was impossible for
any human being 1o sitest the lurge number which has
been demanded, within the shont period of time sllowed
by law.

,'l'hil statement is mode in order that sll may be informed
of the cause of the uuavoidable delay which bas atrended

| this su! ject; snd especially, also,that none may be off nded
|

whose letters of inquiry, addressed (o the Corresponding Se-
cretary my not bave been snswered. since it has been im-
practicsble to reply to the crowd of communicstions which
have been received at his office, in relation to the Revised

| work and the supply of Cards, [ beg to say, thet with »

little patience, this vast undertuking will be accompli-hed §
and 1 therefore respecifully request the further forbearance
| of the Brotherhood. 'Ihe distribution is now in pregress,
| and will be earnestly pressed.

JAS, L. RIDGLEY, Cor. Secrefary.

PRINTING OFFICE FOR SALF.
ur K ' t g
S R e T

| cated in Richmond, Wllyl:l:unly, lmnm Jefloraminn was

blished « it on wralic paper

w«nﬁ unml District, in w',hkh ut the lnst Presidential elec-

thon there were polled noar 4000 denwrs ke vides. ‘l“::.

l
!

thief by e name of Yeoman, without judge, or jury, | pres,




