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Austin W. SXorris and tlic Canal Lands.
Wc give room to-da- y, at the request of Jlr. A. W.

Morris, his attempted vindication of himself in rela-

tion to the act passed at the last session relative to
canal lands, which has lately created so much excite-
ment at Peru, and at other points on the Upper Wa-
bash. We have not time for much comment, but
there are a few points in this communication, to
which we cannot refrain calling the reader's atten-
tion.

In the first place it looks to us as rather contradic-
tory on its face. Speaking of the purchased canal
lanuJ east of Tippecanoe river, he says they are

principally htld by persons who have not for many
years paid any portioi of the principal or interest on

their lands," and that many of thos? persons possess-

ed of ample means of making payment have frequent-

ly declared that so long as they could hold 44 white
dog" which was bearing six per cent interest, they

would not pay vp," &.c. Now all this looks like a
justfiication of the new law as a remedy to force
them to pay up, " or rather to deprive them of their
farms for not 44 paying up. Eut soon changing this
view of the matter, he directly afterwards takes the
ground that the act complained of (and which he ad-

mits he vrote himself) made no change in the old

law, or rather made it still more favorable to the
purchasers! that it was not a remedy but a relief
measure that it extended the time at which a for-

feiture should take place from one to two years ! .And

the reason given by Jlr. Morris for extending this
indulgence to those persons, who he says, 44 have not
for many years paid any portion on their lands, al-

though possessed of ample mean3 of making payment,"
is that he was a purchaser of canal lands himself!
Now this relief view of the matter looks very well,
but the most singular fact of the whole transaction is,
that Mr. Morris started to the Wabash as soon after
the act was approved as he could get a certified copy

j

of it ! And why ! Why, says he, to protect the
lands in which he had an interest from sale ! 'Now
the act was not to be in force until a certified copy of
it should be filed in the canal land office, and yet he

;

takes a copy of it there himself, to put it in force bu
filing it! He could protect his own lands without '

filing the act. Not only so, but when he gets there,
not satisfied with protecting his own lands from sale,
he admits that he 44 repaired to the land office to in-

vest some money in the purc hase of several tracts of
land which Lad been entered by Dr. Canby and by

him transferred to the General Government ! " Here
the relief view vanishes, and the pocketing one com-

mences. He takes credit to himself that those tracts
were not in the possession of settlers ! But this is a
question of right and wrong, and if it was wrong to

enter a settler's farm, it was wrong to enter one be-

longing to the General Government. There might
be more hardship in one case than in the other, but
that does not change the principle of right and
wrong.

Gov. Bigger was the author of the old law. He
was paid 3000 or thereabouts in addition to his sal-

ary as Governor, as a revisor, to make the Big Code,
in which the old law first drew its breath. And Mr.
Morris takes credit that his law was not as bad as that,

that it extended the one year in the old law to two
years. But the canal commissioner felt compelled to
construe the old law so as not to apply it to any of
the canal lands sold before the old law was made.
This construction had prevented the old law from do-

ing injury. But to draw the teeth from the old law,
Mr. Harris, the Auditor of State, before Mr. Morris's
biU was introduced, prepared another bill, which was
really a bill for the relief of canal land purchasers.
It was afterwards amended, we believe, at the instance
of Mr. Taber of Cass, so as to prevent any canal
lands from being entered for non-payme- nt cf either
principal or interest, only requiring them in that case
to be offered at public sale in the month of January
following, after four weeks public notice, giving the
purchaser the right of redemption until the very day
of sale. Now this relief bill was introduced as we
have already said, before Mr. Morris's bill was
introduced. It entirely changed the severity of the
old law. It repealed it in effect. Now if Mr. Morris
was only anxious for relief for himself and other ca-

nal land purchasers, why did he introduce his bill at
all, when Mr. Harris's bill, affording far better relief,
had been already introduced ! Mr. Harris's bill as
amended by Mr. Taber, had actually passed before
Mr. Morris's bill. And yet, after Mr. Taber's bill
had passed, Mr. Morris's bill was reported back from
the judiciary committee, and passed both Houses, all
in one day, and that the very last day fixed for ad-

journment. Why ! Because Mr. Morris's bill ex-

pressly repeals all laws contravening its provisions,
which of course would sweep away Taber's relief bill
and revive the old law. Taber's law no longer left
the question at the mercy of the construction of the
canal officers. The object of Morris's bill was to de-

stroy Taber's, and to restore the old law uithout the
benefit cf construction. It was to warm the viper in-

to life.
But what we most object to is Mr. Morris's attempt

to make Gov. Whitcorub reponsible in some degree
for the bill. He does not and could not pretend that
the Governor knew any thing of the bill until it was
brought to him with many others for signature. The
Governor was confined to his bed at the time with- - a
dangerous attack of sickness. He had tobe bolstered
op to sign bills. Thia bill, on its face, was a relief
bill. It held out every appearance, not of fraud, but

of indulgence to the purchasers. It extended the time
of forfeit from one to two years. Under that impres
sion, and in that sick condition, the bill was signed.
Mr. Morris says does any one suppose that he (Gov.
W.) would sign a bill the provisions of which he did
not fully understand 1 Well, the "understanding" of
it from its face, looked all very fair, and was well

. calculated to impose upon a man in full vigor of mind
and body, and much more on a sick man. But
no one knows better than Mr. Morris, (for he has been
an old clerk in the Legislature,) that the Governor
even in perfect health, has but a short time to examine
bills. Of the 300 or 400 bills passed every session,
more than two-thir- ds of them come before the Gov
ernor for his signature on the last day of the session.
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Each one cf the 150 Senators and Representatives
has during1 the whole session to examine bills, that
the Governor is compelled I) examine (at leist two- -

thirds of them) in less than one day ! JVnd after all, ' JJemocrai oi jasi weeK, and the proceedings oi a puD--

thcrc are bills that the Governor would not tore for if publishedTjfn ffi"2 ?
Fharos, of Ä' ?ertu'

he were a member that he would yet feel it Lis duty at LoSansport, entertain so much that is untrue in
to sign as Governor. Generally speaking' bills pass relation to a business transaction in which I was re-b- y

small majorities. Tcrhaps there is not a member cently engaged that I am impelled, by a sense of duty

of the Legislature that w ould vote for more two- -
thirds of all the bills that arj passed. But what
would the anti-vet- o or whi? party say of a Governor
that would veto one-thir- d of all the bills passed at a
session! Numbers cf cunning, plausible, smooth
whigs, that used to bawl out so long and loud against
Gen. Jackson aad John Tyler for vetoing, have been
trying to persuade honest farmers . attending court
this week, that Gov. Whitcomb has done wrong for

not vetoin.
What can be thoughtof such men ! Have they any

shame k-ft- Greatly to their disappointment, how

ever, as soon as bor. Whitcomb discovered t:;e traud
that was trying to be practised under the Morris bill,
he at once stopped all proceeding under it. He closed

the mouths of the land sharks and protected the rights
of the honest settlers. And now won't they blame
him for that 1 They are mightily afraid that he
won't do something wrong.

The following paragraph is extracted from the
manifesto of Parades to the Mexican people. It
sounds very patriotic, and there may be some sinceri-

ty in it, bnt we doubt :

44 As for myself, I desire no place no power.
44 1 shall no sooner enter the c.ty of Mexico than I

will convoke an assembly duly elected by all the voters
Jin the states, and clothed with unlimited authority
tor the purpo-- e ot remodeling the government accord-
ing to the will of the people.

44 AH clases of society the clergy, the miltary,
the magistracy, the learned professions, commerce,
industry and agriculture will be represented in tins
assembly, and from the moment it meets al! power
will cease to exist, except such a3 may emanate Horn

it.
44 Happy ti.cn at having conscientiously discharged

my duty, I iall either retire to private life, or I shall
ask the privilege of marching to the frontier to en-

counter the usurpers of our territory and the enemies
of independence and prosperity."

Mexican Provisional Constitution. Gen. Paredes
has promulgated a provisional constitution, of which
the following is a synopsis :

The 1st Section declares the intention of the army
to support the nation against the administration of
Herrera, and pronounces all future acts of that admin-

istration, null and void.
Sectioned. Dissulves the Congress and all executive

authorities.
Section :3d. Repeats Faredes's promise to convoke

an Extraordinary Congress, with full powers to settle
the affairs of the nation.

Section 4th. Gives 44 all classes of society" the
franchise.

Section 5th. Makes it the first duty of the Congress
to organize the executive power of the State, and pro--j
nounces this 44 Sovereign Assembly " the source of
all authority.

Section Olli. Fermits the local authorities in the
Departments the temporary exercise of their functions.

Section 7th. Nominates Faredes 44 Chief of this
movement" and forms a kind of advisory Committee
to act with or fur him.

Section 8th. Provides for inviting the Governor of
San Luis Potusi to espouse the cause.

Section 9th. Solemnly disclaims all intention to
elevate Paredes beyond the point indicated by his
manifesto.

Section 10th. Declares that 41 the army will punish
all persons who oppose this plan."

The revolution was almost bloodless, only one regi-

mental officer and one private soldier losing tlieir lives.
Paredes is said to have had fewer than 8,000 men
under him, and his march was si v enough to enable
Herrera to take every defensive precaution. The
latter accordingly equipped about 30,000 citizens to
defend the city, having also 6ome twelve hundred
regular troops to its garrison. Upon Taredes's
appearance, the regulars very coolly walked over the
causeway to join him, and the militia not very
coolly divested themselves of all signs of opposition
to his course. No violent measures were pursued ;

none were necessary.
The principal accusation brought against the Gov-

ernment by Paredes and his band, is that of being
willing to form a treaty with the United States for
the surrender of Texas. This, it is true, was a mere
pretext to catch the populace ; for Paredes and every
other intelligent man in Mexico knows that Texas is
irrecoverably lost, and that the best thing for Mexico,
is to acknowledge the loss with a good Should
Taredes or any other man who understands the inter-
est of Mexico, be seated in power, safely and tran-

quilly, for twelve months, he would not hesitate to
make the best terms with this country, and would
endeavor to prevail upon his own countrymen never
more to dream of the ot lexas.

French Interference in Mexico. The 17. S.
Gazette, a very reliable journal says, it had occasion
thrice this month, to refer to the rumor that a French
Prince, married to a Spanish Trincess, is to occupy
the throne of Mexico; The Gazette refers also to in-

formation received at New Orleans to the same effect,

and from an entirely different source. From all the
circumstances, the Gazette is evidently disposed to
consider the rumor as something more serious than

the thousand idle talcs set afloat by thoughtless gos- -

6ipcrs, to amuse the public for a brief hour. Events

in that quarter, must soon ripen, and the degree of
importance to be attached to the story, will speedily
be determined.

Louisiana Election.
The election for State officers under the new Consti--

tution took place in Louisiana on the 19th inst.
The democrats succeeded in the city ct iNew Urlear.s,

the only district heard from, in giving their candidate
for governor a handsome majority The vote at the
close of the poll stood as touows

Johnson (Lemocrat) --

De
- - 3,431

Buys (Whig) - - - - 3,05

Johnson's majority - - 346
The democrats have also succeeded in electing

majority of the members of the legislature.

Emoluments or Collectors of Customs. We
learn by the Union that the following amounts have
been respectively retained by the several collectors,
being their emoluments during the year ending June,
13 10. The collectors of Boston, during four years,
retained, 824,079, the Collectors of New York, $53,--
(k"0, the collectors of Philadelphia $j,tf73 ; Collector
Williams of Baltimore, for two years, eight months
and twenty days, $11,842 ; the collector ot Savannah,
for three years and nine months, 3134 ; the collector
of Charleston SlJis, and tue couecior or iiew
Orleans 15,974. Total emoluments thus retained,
$174,712.

Who can wonder that office-seeki- ng should be al

most a viania, when such enormous salaries as these

are the reward of success ! Moderate salaries are
the best if not the only efficient antidute to the evil

of office seeking.

07"We publish to-da- y, to the exclusion of much

other matter, the speech of Mr. Owen on the sub-

ject of Oregon. It abounds with facts which sustain

the American claims beyond controversy, and it will
be read with pleasure by the people of Indiana.

INDIANAPOLIS, FEBRUARY 12, 1846.
For the Indiana State Journal.

To tlic I'ublic
The publications in the State Sentinel and Indiana

w myseii, to as uie auenuun oi iue puunc iu uic
following facts

The Revised Statutes of 1343, in relation to the
sale of Wabash and Erie canal lands, (see page 237)
is as follows :

41 1. Three month' notice of the time ol sale shall be
given.

2. The lime of tale and the. manner in which the no-

tice shall be published shall be designated by the Gover-
nor.

3. One-fourt- h of the purchate money, with on year's
interest in advance on the residue, shall be paid at the
lime of the purchase.

4. A like one-fourt- h of the purchase money, and inter-
est in advance on the residue, shall be paid at the expira-
tion of each year thereafter, until the whole is discharged.

Sec. 2115. When the commissioner superintending
any sale becomes satii-fie- d that a combination exists
among the bidders, to cause any tract of land to sell (or
a less price than would otherwise be obtanied, he shall
bid oft such tract on beh.-ll- f of the State.

Sic. 217. In the next advertisement of lands fir
sale, he shall notn such tracts as are particularly worthy
of public attention, and again offer all such fur sale as
before.

Sec 213. On a failure to pay either principal or in-

terest when due, a penalty oi twenty-fiv- e per cent, on
I Tic amount unpaid shall be added thereto, and unless the
whole sum, with interest thereon, shall be paid within
ort year thereafter, the contract of sale shall be vacated,
and the land become forfeit to the Slate for the use of the
canal.

Sec. 219. All lands remaining unIJ at such public
sale, and nil lands becoming forfeit under the preceding
section, shall thereafter remain to be entered by the first
applicant at the rate alii led thereto on the terms afore-

said."
The district of country in which the land office, for

the sale of hnds east of the mouth of the Tippeca-
noe, is principally held by persons who have not, for
many years, paid any portion of the principal or in-

terest on their lands. Many of those persons, pos-

sessed of ample mean of making payment, have fre-

quently declared that so long as they could hold
"white dog," which was bearing six per cent, inter-
est, they would not pay up, because they could make
more on tint species of money by keeping it in their
pockets. The effect of this course on the interests of
the .State was, that, in consequence of payments not
being made, the superintendent of the canal was com-

pelled to issue a greater amount of 6crip to meet the
necessary repairs, which increased issue caused a fur-

ther depreciation of its valne and the State was com-

pelled to pay double price fur all such repairs. The
interests of those in the immediate vicinity of the land
office being thus against the enforcement of the por-

tion of the Revised Statutes above quoted, the officer
in charge refused to permit cutries to be made, al-

though its provisions are plain and imperative. Had
the law as it exists n the statute book of 1843, been
enforced, lands forfeited under its provisions could
have been entered at any time. Suppose an indivi-
dual had made application for the purchase of lands,
thus forfeited, and the superintendent had 60 far re-

garded his duty as to issue certificates of purchase,
who would have thought of attaching blame to the
person making the purchase under the law ! It is
contained in a book in the hands of every Judge,
Clerk and Justice of the Peace within the State, and
its provisions must have been understood by all inter-
ested in its existence. In what manner, then, does
the amendment, made at the recent session of the
Legislature, change the revised Statute so as to
make it censurable for one to act under its provisions?
To make it plain, so that it may be fully understood
by all, I will give that act in full. It is as follows :

AN ACT
.1 mending the 218A section of lie-vise- d Code, Chapter

13, and page 267.
Sec 1. Be it enacted by the General Anembly of

the State of Indiana, I bat the one Tear allowed in the
218lh section, of chapter 13. page 267, of the Revised
Code, as the lime within which the lands shall bo redeem-
ed in, is hereby extended to two years.

Stc. 2. When any purchaser bas neglected the pro-

vision of said section 213, for two years successively
last past, then the proper commissioner shall b governed
in all respects by the provisions of the 218th. 219lh, and
220th sections of chapter 13 of the Revised Code as afore
said.

Sec 3. This to be in force from and after its pas-ssg-e.

and a certified copy being filed in each of the Canal
Land Offices, or with the Commissioner thereof. And sll
laws contravening the provisions of this act are hereby
repealed. JOHN 3. SIMONSON,

Speaker of the Iluute of Representatives,
J. G. READ,

President of the Senats.
Approved Jan. 20th. 1846:

JAS. WHITCOMB.
State of Indiana, to-iv- it :

I, John H. Thompson, Secretary of State, da hereby
certify, that the foregoing is a true copy of the original
enrolment of the same, now on file in my office. In
testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affil-
ed the seat of the State, Jan. 21st, 1816.

J OH? H. THOMPSON.
Secretary rf Stale.

Here then, it will be observed, that the time at
which a forfeiture should take place is extended from
44one" to 4,two" years, and the superintendent is to
be eoverned by the provisions of the act which has
been in existence for nearly three years ! This is the
only change made by the amendment passed at the
last session, and, so tar as the rignis or tne original
purchaser of canal lands are concerned, it is in his
favor as thereby he has one year longer, than hereto-
fore, to redeem lands which may have been forfeited.
To this, there can be no objection.

Being a purchaser of canal lands myself, as early
as at the session of the Legislature one year ago, I
was anxious that t'nc time named in the revised Code
should be extended ; and, after consultation with gen-

tlemen who were the Representatives of the upper
Wabash country, drew up a bill extending the time
for five years, which passed the House and only failed
in the Senate for want of time. During the recent
session, I had frequent conversations with Messrs.
Eockhill, Keyburn and other members representing
counties interested in these lands, as to the propriety
of extending the time to at least three years. They
all agreed with me as to the justice ; and the only ob-

jection urped was, that, as they had so often asked
for relief for the purchasers of such lands they feared
no indulgence could be obtained. The bill, as origin-
ally introduced, extended the time to three years.
The word "three" was stricken out, in the House,
and the word "two inserted, in which form it pass-

ed. The atrencv which I had in originating the law
was prompted alone by a desire to have the benefit of
an extension OI lime on my owu iunu aim uiai oi a
few personal friends. Al the time of its introduction,
no relief measure of this character had passed, nor
could I know that any would be passed.

Subseauent to the passage of this act I learned,
(not from Col. Lucas, as I never had any conversation
with him on the subject) the superintendent had deter-
mined that it would be his duty to comply with the law
and to nermit entries to be made immediately. v ish
ing to protect the lands In which I had an interest
from sale, and knowing that many persons were aa- -

vised of the above determination ot the superintend-
ent, I repaired to the land office for that purpose, and
to invest some money in the purchase of several
trects of land which I knew had been entered by Dr.
Canby by him transferred to the General Govern-
ment, and upon which neither principal nor interest
had been paid for many years, ine lands nere re
ferred to are not in the possession of settlers. Any
titlo which has been acquired to them has been by
speculators at tax sales, and certainly they are the
last persons who should compiam oi my purcnast.

Those who denounce roe, in order to make my con-

duct censurable, assert that the passage of the law
was procured by improper means that it was not un-

derstood by the Legislature, nor by the Governor. If
this charge is established to be untrue, of course the
censure predicated upon it can no longer exist. What
ate the facts and circumstances attending its passage,

and what do they prove ! Let a plain recital an-

swer.
AJter an interview with the gentlemen above mm.

ed, with whom I had conversed on the subject of the
amendment, I drew up and handed the law inquesticn
to ilr. Tarker. It was introduced to the ll.use by
him, and the following proceedings had thereon :

No. 472.
An act to amend the 213th section of the 13ih chapter

of ltevised Code, page 207.
11. Ii.

Jan. 13, read 1st and 2d limes, and referred to the ju- -
dietary committee.

Jan. ID, read 3d lime and passed.
Kinder Clerk.

SENATE.
Jan. 19, read 1st, 2J and 3J times and passed.

tjorman, Sec, Senate.
Lnrolled. J. II. T. Sec'y.

Tarker.
I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the en-

dorsements, on the bark of the above entitled hill, now
on file in my office, which was passed at the recent ses-
sion of the Legislature.

JNO. II. THOMPSON, Secretary of State.
Jan.SOlh, 1316.

Will candid men say that there was any fraud in
the proceedings abeve shown to have taken place !
Can it, with truth, be said the law was not understood
by the Judiciary committee, composed, as it was,
principally, by men of the legal profession ! Was it
not understood bv Mr. Osborn of Lanorte and Mr.-
McDonald, (the last named rentlcman beinj the chair
man of the Judiciary committee,) who advocated its
passage in speeches before the House, and who read
the section of the Revised Law proposed to be amend-
ed ! No one acquainted with thoae gentlemen, each
of whom represented a constituency interested in the
queetion, can suppose that they did not understand
it. Its passage through the Senate was favored by
Col. Reyburn, who protested against the ayes and
noes being called on the motion to suspend the rules,
that it might pass. They did understand it to mean
just what it does mean, that purchasers should have
one year longer than the time fixed in the Statute
of l'slo, in which to redeem such lands ns may have
become forfeited, and to prevent a forfeiture taking
place as soon by one year as provided for in the sec-
tion thus amended. Can any one believe that Gover-
nor Whitcomb did not understand a bill so plain and
simple in its provisions. Those who would assert it,
certainly would do injustice to his reputation for le-

gal ability. Does any one suppose he would sign a
bill the provisions of which he did not fully under-
stand ! Thoe who would thus contend, thereby im-

peach his ability to perform the duties of the station
which he occupies. Where, then, is thefraud practised
upon the Legislature, and upon the country 1 Admit
for the argument, its existence, is the person who drew
up the bill to be alone denounced and the Legislature
who enacted it, and the Executive who signed it, to
be held entirely innocent ? Would this be right in
Ihe ees of honest men. It docs not exist, however,
and it would never have been charged by any other
than just such men as those who figured in getting up
the resolutions represented to have been adopted at
the public meeting at Teru on the Gth inst. I say

represented," because I understand, that since their
publication, many of them were disavowed by several
respectable gentlemen who were present and who
would not have the passage of resolutions
so infamous in their character. I understand that the
resolutions and address were drawn up bv, and pub
lished under the direction of an individual (cf whom
1 shall speak directly) in a manner unauthorized by
the metring. Having established beyond all contro-veis- y

that the act which passed at the recent session
makes no alteration in the existing law, diversely af-

fecting, in any particular, the rights of purchasers of
canal land that it was passed by the Legislature,
after a reference to a standing committee of the
House, and after a discussion ol' its provisions that
it received the sanction of the Executive who must
have examined it, the only question remaining is,
whether I was justifiable ia making the entries of
the landa above mentioned.

Whatever view might be taken of the inquiry as a
question in ethics, (and thus considered, I do not be-

lieve it wrong) its propriety ought not to be ques-
tioned by men, whose fortunes have been made by
swindling" Indians, first made drunk to facilitate its
accomplishment, or, by a sworn conservator of the
laws, who commits moral perjury by recommending
their violation. These are not the men to determine
this question satisfactorily for an enlightened com-

munity. From their denunciations I appeal to the so-

ber judgment of hsncst men.
Jack Wright, who occupies, to the disgrace of the

State, the station of a president judge of a circuit
court, was the presiding genius of the Feru meeting.
At his instance it was called. The resolutions and
address could not have emanated from any other man
this side of Jefifersonville, and the walls of the peni-
tentiary contain individuals who would blush at the
avowal of the doctrines which they inculcate.

Were it not that these resolutions and address are
sent forth as having received the approbation of a nu-

merous assembly of the citizens of Miami county, I
would not notice them. It would be unnecessary to
do so : for those who are acquainted with Wright,
know that he is so addicted to falsehood that, as
a somewhat mitigation for the offence, it is 'irged in
his behalf, that, lying, with him, is a constitutional
defect and that he is not, therefore, accountable for it.
Let any man read the resolutions and address referred
to, and then determine whether their author is not
better suited, in morality and capacity, to lead a gang
of highwaymen, than to preside in a Court of justice.

The second resolution penned by the Judge, recom-
mends the appointment of a committee to rob an in-

dividual of hi property. It is wrong for a person to
purchase land under the provisions of the law, but
perfectly right in a committee to steal money, al-

though prohibited by the law ! This is the morality
the honesty of Jack Wright and his compeers.

Passing over the remaining resolutions, which are
nearly "all of the same character, I wish to point out
the falsehoods which are asserted in the address.

It is false that Col. Reyburn refused to have any
thing to do with the passage of the amendment but,
on the contrary thereof, favored its passage. It is
false that "in the confusion of the adjournment, the
bill was passed without the knowledge of the mem-

bers," but, on the contrary thereof, it was acted upon
by those directly interested in its passage, with a full
knowledge of its purport. It is false that the bill re-

vives any act which was not existence previous to its
passage, nor does it make it more imperatively the
duty of the Commissioner to permit the entry of forfeit-
ed lands, than did the law existing at the time of its
passage ; in fact, making no alteration whatever in
that respect. It is false 44that the clerk in the land
office employed assistance, and that three persons
were sccntly employed in filing certificates but on
the contrary thereof, the entries were madi and the
certificates were issued and the business transacted in
the usual manner, in the presence of whoever those to
come into the office. It is false that Mr. Fitzgerald's
name was used by me, to cover entries made for my
use. The lands purchased by him (with the exception
of about one section, which had been forfeited by the
United States in the manner above mentioned, and in
which only am I interested) were paid for with his
own money, for his own use and benefit. The asser-
tion that Mr. Smith bad made an affidavit that I had
stolen the certificates, I believe to be untrue. I know
not what effect the threats of a banditti may have had
upon him, or what he may have been forced to do
but this I am certain, if he did so. he stated that
which is untrue.

It may be regarded by some, that I ought not to
have noticed these publications, for the reason that
they carry with them sufficient evidence of their

as to preclude their working any injury to
me. It may be that I owe an apology to the public for
asking their attention to a matter purely personal. If so,
it is to be found in the desire to preserve a reputation
which I felt had been most unjustifiably and wantonly
aspersed. How far I have succeeded, 1 leave, with
confidence, to the judgment of an enlightened and
honest community. A. W. MORRIS.

Indianapolis, Ftb. 2d, 1846.

P. S. I trust Buch papers as may have published the
charges above referred to, will do me the justice to
publleh this refutation. A. W. M. .
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from the Fharut, Extra, Jan. 29Ä.
LASDF1UID.

abetter from nc Governor.
Ja. 23.1S46

Mr. Hall: I received Mr.fS.-o- . Smith,
th within letter and orders, from tlov. Whitcomb,
wiiicn i wijii vou to publish, lor the information ol II

concerned. Yours, Ac, JOHN W. WK1GI1T.
IsDnnAr-oLis-, Jan. 21!, IS46.

Dear Sir : Your letter of yesterday evening was re-
ceived this monim, by the hands of ilr. Gto. Sjiith,
who came by expres lr that purpose.

I am c rcaily surprised to learn that a law authorizing
canal lands to be tnlered on a failure to par interest for
two years, was passed at the last session. Although my
lieaitii is jet feeble, I have come to the Secretary of
f?tte s cilice, (where I am now wiiting.) for the purpose
f examining into the whole matter, as lar as practicable..

1 find the bill by a title in which canal Jjn.ls are not allu-
ded to, byname. Its title is, 44 An act amending the
218ih Sec. of Revised Code, Chapter 13, and page ÜC7."
It is only by examiniug the Rev. Code, al the page indi-
cated, that the reference 18 perceived, ßy the endorse,
mem on the bill, it seems to have been introduced into
the House ol Representatives by Mr. Parker. It was in-

troduced as late as the 13lh January, (Tuesday.) The
Legislature had previously resolved to adjourn on the
l!th, (Monday.) It was read the first and second times
in the House, and sernu to have been referred to th ju-
diciary committee. On the 19th, the tery day fixed for
attjovrnment, it again made its appearance, in the huiry

l,,e " uu"7 prevails, anu was reaa me inira time
i mi rnHiapn It was then taken to the Senate, read the
first, second and third times, and passed, all in the same
day. All this appears from the Clerks' endorsement on
the bill itself.

The lt Sec. of the bill declares " that the 'one year
allowed in the 218 Sec. of Chap. 13, p. 2U7,of the Rev.
Code, as the lime within whirh the lands shall bare-deeme- d,

is hereby extended tu two years." The word
was at firnt written three, in black ink, being the same
color, and in the same hand-writin- g, with the rest of the
bill. The three has been strut k through with the pen,
and the word Ivo written just above, and a figure 2 just
below, in blue ink, and in a different hand-writin- g. Sec.
2 provides that where anv purchaser has neglected the
provisions of said Sec. 21S, fir two years successively
last past, then th proper comnii.-tsione-r shall be eoverned
in all reperts by the provisions ot the 21dih, 210th and
220 tii sections, chap. 13, of It vised Code aforesaid. The
word was first written three in this 2d Sec. also, but was
afterwards crossed out with the pen, and the word (too
written above it, in a lighter black ink, and in a dim-ren- t

hand-writin- Sec. 3 dec lares that 44 this act shall be in
force from and after its passage, and a rertified copy be-
ing filed in each of the Canal land offices or with the
Cotnniissioncts thereof, " and that all laws contravening
the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. The
word Canal in this last Section; has been interlined in
apparently the same colored ink, and in the same hand-
writing, as was the word two in the 2d section.

This is all I hnve yet been able to gather ol the hictory
of the bill. By whom or how the amendments or alter-
ations in the bill were made, is not known.

On the lD,li inst., the day first fixed by the General
Assembly for adjournment, I had been confined for sev-er- nl

days with a violent ind acute attack of sickness.
This induced the Legislature to extend the time for an-

other day, to enable me to sign the bills. The bills were
read to me. I was then raised up in my bed, and in that
weak condition of body and mind I was compelled to
sign hundreds of bills. When this bill rnme before me,
with ma v others, I noticed that it referred to other law,
of which it professed to bean amendment. I was not in
a condition to send for and examine those other Uw.
Besides, the lt Sec. said that the 44 one year " within
which to redeem lands should be extended to 44 two
years." This looked like indulgence and relief to the
canal land purchasers, and as the bill hud received the
approval of the members of both House and Senate, 1

hail not a doubt that all was right, and let the bill go
w ith the rest. I now iegret to learn that it is a cruel op-

pression to the purchasers, and has been passed under cir-
cumstances that, I think, afford strong evidence of fraud,
for I cannot believe that the Legtslatuie would have
sanctioned such a law, if its character had been fully un-

derstood. Its provisions, indeed, directly conflict with
those of an act approved only the day before, entitled
44 An act for the relief of purchasers of Canal Lands. "
This latter act provides that hereafter all W. and . Ca-

nal lands that are now, or that may hereafW become for-

feited to non-payme- ol either principal or interest,
loth east and west of Tipperanoe river, at tho time the
same may become due, under the laws in force regula-
ting the sale of said lands, it ln.ll be the duty ot tlie per-
son having charge of the land office, where the same mey
have been purchased, to offer the same lor sale, as Otlie
lands are ofTered, at public sale on the first Monday i
January in each and every year, &c, first having given
four weeks notice, JLc, and gives the purchaser the pri v -

leve of redeeming at any lime before Kile. This Inst law
also 44 is in force from and after its passage. " Besides
all this, the State Dtht Dill, extends the time of payment
to cnnal land purchasers for fite years. The last two acts
show that it was the intention of the Legislature to in-

dulge and furor these purchasers, and affords satisfactoiy
proof that the law now complained of was got through
under a plausible and unsuspected name, carrying the ap-

pearance cf relief on its face, but of oppression at in
heart, and never could have received the sanction of the
Legislature if its object had been known.

Uuder theso circumstances, I have felt it my duty to
issue a rrqnest to Col Lccas, the Canal Superintendent,
and to Mr. Fishfr, his successor, which, so faras I have
the power, is made an order, to suspend all sales or en-

tries of Canal lands under an net entitled 44 An act
amending ihe21dth Sec. of Revised Code, Chap, 13, and
page 207, " being the act complained of. Similar docu-

ments, in writing, have been filed with H. J. II arris,
Eq., the Auditor of Public Accounts, not to counter-
sign any such canal land certificate, and with the Secre-
tary of State not to issue any patent fir any canal land
under the act last referred to. As no such certificate has
vet been countersigned, and nosui-- patent issued, there
need be, I think, no apprehension felt on the part of
those w hose lands have been sought to be purchased, that
their rights will be taken away or impaired. The next
Legislature, I doubt not, will take early measures to re
peal the act in question. In the mean lime, nothing on
my part shall be wanting to ;;rotecl those who have been
sou-- ht to be injured. I am, dear sir, in great haste,

Yours repeclfullv,
JAS. WHITCOMB.

Hon. Jon! W. Wright,
President Judge, &c. etc.

The following are copies of the requests referred to in
the foregoing letter t

CXFCCTIVI Ojfice,
Indianapolis, Jan. 27, 1S4G. )

Etiar TisntR, Esq.,
Superintendent of W. and E. Canal.

You are hereby requested, and (as far as the Executive
possesses the power) directed, so soon a you enter on
the duties of your office, lo suspend all sales or entries of
canal lands under the act of Jau'y 20th, inst., entitled 4 An
act amending the 218th Section of Revised Code, Chap-
ter 13, page 207." I am very respectfully,

Your ob'd't servant,
JAS. WHITCOMB.

EirccTivE Office, )
Indianapolis, Jan'y 27, li-lG- . )

E. F. Lucas, Esq.,
Superintendent of IV. and E. Canal.

Yon are heieby requested, and (as far as the Executive
possesses the power) directed to suspend all sales or en-

tries of c anal lands under th art of 20tli Jan'y, inst.,
entitled 44 An act amending the 218th section of Revised
Code, thap. 13, and page 2(J7. " I am very respectlully,

Yuurobedieot servant.
JAS. WHITCOMB.

ft7-V- m. Cobbett. Esq., a barrister, and a eon cf
the late William Cobbett, now lies in the Queen's
Prison, for contempt of the Court of Chancery, ia not
paving, as ordered, certain co ts.

The readers of the Waverly Novels will probably
recollect Mr. Oldbuck, the antiquarian's mode of
showing that imprisonment for debt was unknown to
the Eritish laws. No creditor could commit his debtor.
He asked the law to aid him. The law, through the
magistrates, forthwith commands the debtor to pay.
The debtor is not able, or not willing, so refuses, and
then the wight is thrust into prison, not for owing a
cred.tor, but for contempt of the Court, by refusing
to obey the order to pay the debt.

IIoreible Case of Lynching. The bhabitants of
Jefferson County, Florida, on the 2d inst. executed a

thief by the name of Yeoman, without judge, or jury,
or process of law, merely taking a vote which result-

ed G7 iu favor of haii-jin- 23 against it. Three or

four Preachers were pretseut, and gave the culprit the

benefit of their prayers.

fjfrJames Elder, publisher of the JefTersonian, has
been appointed Postmaster at Richmond, in place of
D. D. Sloan, resigned. Mr. Elder, we have no doubt,

will make a geed ocer printers generally do.

Dtisinc. or the 11. xiikI I. Kail lload
From our MoJuom Cmtfm4tMt.

MADISON, February 2, 1S4G.

Dear Sirs 1 send you a statement of the busicess
of the Kailroid fjr ten wceLs cadic; Jan. 20, 1510.

Outward. Inward.
207 Fassen rrcrs 307 Passengers
a5G.40O lbs ilcrchandiie SS09 Ills Flour
87bbldSalt bu Wheat
51 44 Molayscs 2Ö13 " Cora
49 " Whisky 7fJ Oats
13 44 Tar and 0;l SJC7 44 Flaxseed
7 44 Cement 107 44 Barley
21 hatfbbls Ecer 3(7 bllg and
23 kejrs Fowder 37S kecrs Lard
170 bugs Salt 40 0t Hoop Polet
G3 Plou-- bs 10.C00 Stavci
139 bu Stone Coal 15 Cord Wood
130 Pork Earrchi 2ÖMA) ft Lumber

4'3,OCO all other frt
C0.000 bogs have teen slaughtered at lladison

during the Beason, of which we have trtc?porteJ oa
the Koad about 23,000. The river is in good order
and rUirg heavy shipments of produce are being
made. The market is so unsettled I will defer givirj
you prices until next week. Yours, W. X. J.

A Trick woeth Recording. A 44 very gentle-
manly looking man," called a few days since at a
store in Broadway, and enquired cf the proprietor,
who is a German, if he would l.ke to cell a medicine
of 44known celebrity," stating at the same time the
percentage which would be allowed, and pointing out
the advantages which would accrue to his store, fr--

Ihe publicity it would acquire from the extensive ad-

vertising of the medicine. The German feeing sat-
isfied that he could lose nothing by tbe experiment,
consented to receive a specified number of bottle.

In due time they came, and very elegant ia out-
ward appearance they certainly were, being beauti-
fully labelled with a bronze wrapper, a la Chinoise,
and marked in illuminated figure?, 4,prke $5 00."
The perfume emanating from the unfolding of the
bright wrappers, and the "elitter of tho cinbossad
name ("The elixir of Life") i leased the German
so much that he was induced to place the bottles in
the most conspicuous part of the store. Scarcely had
the Japonica-filt- t "melted into air," when a genth",
man, apparently very iiear-sijrl.te- d, gave an inquiring
look into the store, and coughins very consumptively,
demanded if such an advertised medicine was sold
:here, naming the "Elix.r." Eeing answered in the
affirmative, he threw a gold piece on the counter,
and clutching the bottle with as much avidity as
though be had really obtained the 44El.xir of Life,"
rushed from the store. The demand was so fiequtnt
that before three days had elapsed thu stock was
sold.

The "gentlemanly looking man" again made bis
appearance to negotiate with the German for the salo
of the remaining lot on Land, and receive from Lira
the proceeds of the last, amounting to $40, the Ger-
man receiving bis profits, $10. The excuse for the
sale of all his medicine was necersity of
removing to a warm climate, &.C., and the German
being satisfied, the articles of sale were made out and
completed, all but the signing, when a Yankee friend.
possess, ng more shrew dness than ihe German, stepped
in and rescued him from the h ss i f some $StU or

9(0. Subsequent inquiries proved thtit the "gentle
man" had sent persons to pun base the mtdicine, and
an examination of the "glowing bottle" proved it to
contain molasses and water S perfumed wi;b son. 8
powerlul essence. Mirror.
This is no new trick, it was played ofTby the late cele-

brated Dr. Solomon, of Liverpool (England) upon a
large scale. The said doctor was in the year 17C5, a
dealer in old clothes ; but he invented the Elm of
Gilead, the Essence of Gold, and some other medi-

cines, whxh he continued to sell in large quantities,
and by the same trick played off by ti e 4 gentleman'"
above mentioned, induced many of the slopsellers,
particularly, to take for cash, wholesale orders, some
of which no doubt remain on hand yet ; for whea
the extensive order was supplied tLe deti acd f r the
article miraculously ceased. Large quanties tf thesa
medicir.es were shipped ti this country, together with
the doctor's celebrated 44 Guide of Health, " a work of
which lie printed pribably cotkss than a 1 undrcd ar.d
fifty editions. Dr. Sulona n ditdaloutthe year 1815,
having amassed a fortune by h,s quackery of cot less
than two hundreds thousand pounds.

An interesting: discovery is said to have been made
at Geneva. The manuscript of the last Canto of Don
Juan has been found. It is said to be in Lord Eyron's
own band writing. It is 6aid to be unusually racy.
and will speedily be publibhcd in Taris. A new com-

position, by Weber, has also turned up, by accident,
and a magnificent poem by Ariosto. Rather doubtful,
we think.

Geeat Mcsicai. Noveltv. An advertisement in
the ew York Sun announces that Mr. kelson, tho
discoverer and performer on the Hock Harmonicon,
consisting of a great numlr of rough stones laid on
strips of wood wound with straw, which, being
touched with a small hammer or ma lie', emits the
sweetest sounds, and is capable of producing all the
eSects that can be elicited from the piano; also tho
musical pine sticks, which are played in the same
manner; together with his improved Dulcimer of
Scripture, an instrument of pecuhar richness of tone,
is to give a public exhibition of these curious inven-
tions.

Witchcraft. The Rev. Dr. Wilson, of the First
Presbyterian Church in Cincinnati, has lately preached
a sermon against the sin of witchcraft, in wiiith he not
only declares his belief in the reality of the sin, but ho
holds that it is now practised to on alarming extent.
Under the head of witchcraft, he classes the recent
pretended miracles in the Catholic Church, animal
magnetism, Shakerism, Jlormonism, &.C.

OFFICIAL. CIKtt L4II. I. O. O. F.
OfTce of Corresponding and Keording Secretary,?

R. W. G. L. U. January 1, 1846. 5
To the Grand Lodges and Grand Encampments under

thiijnritthction i
It is with feelings of unfeignrd regret, that tbe under-

signed is compe led to announce lo the Brotherhood bis
inability to comply with Ihe order f tLe It V. G. L. U.
8., adopted at its late $ sinn, directing the Cor. Secretary
to distribute the revised work in season for its simultaneous
uie throughout the jurisdiction. He brgn lo aaeurs all
whom it may concern, ibat io tflmt baa been left unem-
ployed by the Committee mi u lo place the am
in bit possesion at the peri.nl herrtof ie designated. er,

lt. 1S45; but the magnitude of ihe undf-naki- r ,
and the many unforteen ddb u tie inseparable from tbe
tank, have delayed the con-i-letio- of ibe work, and thus
ditappointrd their hopes. The an.e explanation is fT red
in relation lo ibe supply of Cards, authored at ihe last
Session of tbe G. L of the U. S. It was imtiost-ibl-s for
any human beiig lo attest the large iiumher which has
been demanded, within the short period f lime allowed
by law.

This statement is made in order that all may be informed
of the cause of the unavoidable delay which ba atiendcd
tbissuljeci; and esjtecially, also.that none may heoffnded
whose letters of inquiry, addressed to the Correpouding Se-

cretary my not have been answered, since it bas lro im-

practicable to reply to the crowd of communications which

he been received at bia omce, in relation to tbe Revised
work and the supply of Cards. I hez to say, that with a
little patience, this at undertaking wi'l be accomplished ;
and I therefore respectfully rrqust 'he further f.nbesrsnce
of ibe brotherhood. '1 he distribution is now in progress,
and will be earnestly pressed.

JA. L. RIDGLEY, Cor. Secretary.

pitivrixG orncc ro:t saliv
anrientijtned, lahinf In relinqunh the print inf bumneaS,TUR for sale th "Jeflerawniaii" newrpnnrr eafMfcathmeM,

cated In KkhiiioiiS. Wajiai county, lud xaa. i'lte JrflTcrwMiiaa was
eaubliüiied in 1S37. It is Hie wily IteiiMtretic paper pwbisJiea la
tlie 4th CtAKrawamal tiiatrict. In whir b at the laxt Pirculenlwl eleC
I Hin Ihm Orr piHIed near 4000 rtniiiocr! kc rir. I'ht mfeaerip.
lion lint al litis time to Ihe ptner number a little rinif nvs Imnared,
and ttti ondoiilileiliv, with proper eertkni,bs increase to at
lea one thousand. Tbe advertiaint and Job custom is yood.

Tbe matshats of Iba otfica conarat of a gnnd nable Htrdiuw Rast
press. Brevier, Burgeois, Ions lriiner, batall Pica and ra typs.
Also, a pood wort.iM-n- l of job type, lie., and all neceasary materi-al- a

for printing a newspap". It one or the he of country offica.
To any person wlshinj lo coibatk is tbe prmlmj bnalnees, this pre-

sents JAMtS UH..a rare opportunity.
Richmond. February 9, 1815.
P. S. Tbe o0k will be suid only oa conditio that U shall naeoa.

democratic 11 --31 J- - B- -tinned as a P!1- -

nnvrn srr.ni
PUSH ELS prints quatSy for sale ar2177 SMITH, HAX

FAMILY FLOUR.
B A &&ELS joal ise!ved aad for y0J 77 EMITB, BA5NA CO.


