@ ill In existence. Cupt. Joms Casx Is Chairman, to whom
letters may be addressed.

A Novel Movement.
Ex-Governor Slade, of Vermont, visited this city,
during the past week, as the agent of an association
at Cincinnati for the promotion of nations! education
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in the west, in our common schools. This associa-

tion, we learn, is composed of different denominations, '

and is expected to co-operate with associations at the

east, by the importation of well qualified female|

teachers. There are, in the eastern States, according

to the census of 1840, an excess of femal T
e = e il éelh section of article third, of the coastitution of the

males above the age of twenty, of upwards of twenty
thousand, and in Massachusetts there are 2,585 male
and 4,997 female teachers—the average monthly wa-
ges of the former $31 71, and of the latter §13 15,
This, in the minds of many, is an all-powerful argu-
ment in favor of well qualified female teachers. The
plan of the association is this: Benevolent ladies and
others at the east agree to incur the expense of send-
ing out well qualified female teachers, if places are
designated at the west, by western associations, where
they will be well received and employment given —
Assurances are given by Governor Slade that well
qualified female teachers will be thus sent, if proper
places are foond where they will find employment to
any extent. In order to insure complete success in
the sclieme, Miss Beecher (a sister of Henry W_,and
who is said to be well acquainted with western char-
acter from her residence aud travels in the Mississippi
valley,) is to collect these teachers at Albany, New
York, where they are to remain a short time, and
where she is to deliver lectures to them in relation to
the best method of teaching, and with a view of quali-
fying them fur their new homes in the west, by im-
patting to them a kaowledge of western charucter, |
and the difficulties they will have to encounter in their
new felds of l:tbnr. A pgmmittee has been appointed
consisting of gentlemen of the city of Indianapolis,
* of which Judge Blackford stands at the Lead, having
this whole subject under consideration. We are not,

Query?

Has the bill and supplemental to the bill, providing |
for the payment of the funded debt of the State of
Indiana, commonly called the * Eutler Bill,” paseed
the legislature, and now is it a LAW of the land !

I take it that it is not. The latter clause of the

State of Indiana, and which of course i3 paramount
to all “ rules and regulations.” says *‘lwo-thirds of
each House [of Assembly] shall constitute a quorum
to do business; but a rmaller number may adjourn
from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent
members.

A quorum means such number of any officers as is
sufficient to do business, Two thirds then, of either
House shall be sufficient lo do business. .

On the failure of a guoram in either branch of the
legislature, nothing can be done, only the adjourning |
JSrom day to day and compelling the attendance of ab- |
sent members,

There are fifty Senators, as provided by the appor-
tionment of last winter—two-thirds of which is
thirty-four members, (or thirty-three and a third of a
member)—as you cannot go under two-thirds of a !
quorum, and cannot take one-third of a Senator to
make use of him, without the remaining two-thirds.

Of course there must be live and acting two-thirds
of fifty commissions; not the two-thirds of whatever
commissions there may be in action. It makes no
difference whether the Senator holding a commission
dies, or resigns. This may be proven by the supposi-
tion (and which was realized in Ohio) that a sufficient
number of members resign for the special purpose of
breaking a quorum,—there is no doubt it ca10 be done
—it would make po difference in principle if a suffi-
cient number to break a quorum, by a fatal epidemic,
died, and no business could be done. If this is so,
for & pumber sufficient to break a quorum, the same
reason will serve where one dies or resigns—the two-
thirds cannot be taken of the number that remain.

At the past sesaion, as before stated, there were
fity members composing the Senate, two-thirds of

at this time, sufficiently advised to give any opinion
on the subject. We think we can safely risk the|
opinion, however, that even if the scheme should not |
entirely succeed in accomplishing the avowed purposes ;I
of those engaged in its prosecution, it will aid an end
perbaps equally important and desirable, by bringing
on lots of tight and tidy yankee girls to wife our
spirited and hardy western b'hoys, to the benefit of|
themselves and the coantry. They have thousandst
of surplus girls at the east, and we bave as many |
surplus young men at the west; and except they can
be brought together by some enlarged, safe and sys-
tematic plan, a large class must live and die in single
wretchedness. We should go for any feasible plan by |
which that wretchedness can be alleviated, and made |
to give place to all the joys of wedded bliss!

l

(7~ The New Albany Bulletin of the 21st Dec. in
noticing the execution of Fields, in Crawford county,
for murder says: “We also learn that a petition signed |
by 1700 men and women, of that county, was pre- |
sented to the Governor praying a change of his punish- |
ment o “Penitentiary fur life”"—but their prayer was
not heard.”

We are authorized tosay, thatafter all the exertions
for the purpose, extending down to within barely time
to get the communication from Indianapolis, only 125‘
vames were procured and forwarded to the Governor |
in favor of a change of punishment, and that amongT
these there was not found the name of a solitary fe-
male in favor of the slayer of his own mother.

Weask the New Albany Bulletin, as an act of jus-
tice, to give this an insertion in its columns. We ex-
tend the same request to the papers which have capiedt
the Bulletin's article, and among the rest to the Salem |
News, the editor of which, while he had charge of the
Bloomington Herald, denounced the Governor for the |
exercise of a similar clemency, and where tke pris- |
oner had nol murdered his mother.

|

(<7~The New York Express has published a private |
letter from Gen. Taylor, said to bave been written to |
Gen. Gaines, in which the writer finds fault with the |
Administration, and eracks up his own achievements :
as allogether unparalleled in the annals of either|
ancient or modern warfare. We have takeu the ear-
liest opportunity to copy this letter. Gen. Taylor|
will find that Lis friends have done him the poorest
service imaginable in giving it to the public. This
being done, it not only justifies but requires those
who are dissatisfied with his course, to speak out, and |
let the people bave the truth. We heretofore have
been restrained from doing this because we did not |
feel disposed to imitate the federal whig policy of
assailing any of those engaged in the public service
sgninst the public enemy, iowever inefficient we mny'
have regarded their policy or their nets.  Taylor him-
self being now exposed, by his own friends, in secretly |
assailing our own government, we censider curselves |
Justified in showing up bis errors, and in holding him l
responsible for their commission. We have a few pri- |
‘vafe letters from the army, which may throw a little

Secrer Hisvory of tae War.—Some of the
Spapers are just now publishing what they call
*secret history of the war.” Those who will
this “* secret™ history and then compare it with
public history of events since Gen. Taylor pitched
tent at Corpus Christi, will see that the whole!
*secret™ 1s as much gemmon as any thing else. |
They will perceive at once that it is a ** bug-bear »
got up fur some purpose, perhaps, of very little im-
portance. It has always been supposed that Arista
Mesired to form an independent republic of Northern
Mexico; and that Mexico, under Herrera, offered to
megotiate for peace. It is well known too that Her-
rera, in consequence of his wish for peace, was
overthirown by Paredes, who compelled Arista to ad-
vance and fight. It is, perhaps, probable that we
might have prevented a battle or two by fomenting a
revolution in Northern Mexico, but was it the busi-
ness of our government to assist in the dismember-
ment of a neighbering republic, except in a legiti-
mate war with that republic! Of course not.

Tue Biry ro Revvee axp GravuaTe TiE Price oF
THE Pusiic Lasps, which is now befure the House of
Congress, provides that all public lands which have
been offered for sale fifleen years or more, prior to
Dee. 1st, 1346, shall be subject to entry at one dollar
per acre, for the term of five years: if then unsold,
shall be subject 1o entry at seventy five cents for an-
other term of five years, and after that term, at fifiy
cents an acre. At each reduction the settlers on any
of these lands shall be entitled to pre-emption st the
reduced rates. All acts providing for an exemption
of taxes upon land sold by the United States for five
years from and after the day of sale, are repoaled by
this act. The only object which seems to possess Con-
gress in relstion to the public lands, appears to be to
devise means to get rid of them as soon as they can.

(=7~ Gentlemen of Congress who have furnished us
documents the present session, will please accept our
thanks. Also, are we indebted to Colonel Mz-

o oiee, of the Indian Department, for valuable favors.
We respectfully solicit a continuance of such favors.

' Our private correspondent must not think that we are
'y neglectful. Our hands are more than full ; but his

|tarn from the House, there were voting for and

which was thirty-four. But after a few wecks session,
one wmember—Mr. Cuppy—died, leaving forty-nice
members. Those desiring the passage of the Dutler
Bill contend that thirty-three is a quorum, for it is the
two-thirds of furty-nine. _
When this aforesaid Butler Bill eame up on ils
final passage in the Senate on Monday, after its re-

against it, 1 all, thirty-three votes. The bill then is
not a law of the land, for the reasons above given.

A measure of the importance of such a bill, wherein
the interests of millions of the inhabitants of a State,
and perhaps for centurics, will not be attempted to be
put into force, or made the basis of any action, afler
the action of thirty-three men out of fifly upon it. It
may, however ; but the action will be uvpon an unsta-
ble and sandy basis. The approval of it by the Gov-
ernor will not cover the defect—he is the law-makiog
power only so far as the approval, if the Senate, or
House does not pass it; yet his approval will not
make it the law, _

Should the bondholders, however, or their agent
attempt to carry out the provisions of that atfempled
bill, by enforcing it in any action at law, or in any
manner in a court of justice, it will be decided for
the reason aforesaid that there is no LAW of the
land, as attempted by the provisions of said ** Butler

Bill.” S.

More Troumre.—A Cincinnati paper says:

“ (Gen. Scott is in hot weater at the White House,
in consequence of Gumez having published the whole
of the government plan of the campaign against
Mexico. Gen. Taylor is in trouble, and it is said
has applied to be relieved from the command of the
army. He comes home just in time to get up a per-
secution fever, and try his hand in aid of Judge Me-
Lean, his relative, who desires to be President.”

The facts as to the last part of this paragraph will
develop themselves in good season, no doubt. Asto
Gomez, the following paragraph from a New Orleans
correspondent of the Charleston Mercury may en-
lighten our readers:

“A good deal of talk hasdeen occasioned at New
Orleans by an incident which will not, 1 think, find
its way 1nto papers, Gen. Scott found it necessary
to have one of his staff familiar with the Spanish
language, and a Mr. Gomez, who was, I understand,
strongly recommended by one or two high government
officers, was the one selected. He received yesterday
a commission as Lieut. Col. of Dragoons, from Gen.
Scott, and was formally: mustered into the United
States service. Immediately upon this the strongest
representations were made 10 the General about this
man, who is pretty well known as the editor of a Span-
ish paper, La Patria, which has taken strong ground
against our government in the present war, and in
which some articles thoronghly Mexican (i. e almost
treasonnble) have appeared and been severely com-
mented on. He was spoken of as a Mexican at heart,
and the very last man who should occupy n confiden-
tial station about the Commander-in-Chief. These
statements, which came from wen of both political
parties, had their effict, and to-day the commisslon
has been revoked. to the sausfaction of every one.”

A Dusr.—It is stated that a duel was recently
fought near Utica, Ind. The parties were Edward
C. Marshall of Ciocinnati, (brothgr of Thomas F.
Marshall of Ky.,) and a Mr. Ward of Missouri, and
formerly of Ky. They are said to be relatives, and
the difficulty was of long standing. The weapons
selected were rifles—distance 70 paces. At 12o'clock
M., the fight come off. Mr. M. having by lot the
first shot, fired at the word * one,"” and his adversary
at the word *‘two "—the words being given almost
simultaneously. The dbctor’s shot missed, while his
opponent’s took effect in the fleshy part of the thigh.
On being shot, Dr. Marshall turned round ; Mr. Ward
walked up, and the doctor extended his hand to him,
which was accepted, and the parties left the ground
good friends. It is said that just before firing, Mr.
Ward handed his second a note, in which he stated
that he did not wish to kill Dr. M., but that he would
hit him within an inch of where the ball did acteally
take effect.

(<7~ The Whigs during the continuance of their
protective policy, frequently urged the imposition of
duties on tea and coffce ; and why bave they changed
their course at the present time! One whig paper,
the New York Courier and Enquirer, uses the follow-
ing language on this subject :

“We respect the honest motives of those who on
principle oppose this duty : but we utterly despise the
want of principle exhibited by politicians who oppose
the measure solely from motives of expediency, and
with a view to cripple the administration in carrying
on the war with Mexico. If we hadalways been
posed to the duty instead of in favor of it, we d
advocate the measure now as a war measure, and de-
manded it by patriotic considerations. There can be
but one opiniontamongst honest men, in relation to the
Whirg Lm, which a year ago censured the Secreta-
Ty o Treasury, for not daring to recommend the
y—and now, in time of war, oppose its

revenue dut
e:{! We are not of that class.”

being levi

Dasueraeoryre MiniaTunes.—Kelsey, at his room
in Norris’s Block, can show photographic likenesses
equal to any that we have ever had the pleasure of
seeing here or elsewhere, We advise our friends,
and enemies 100, if we have any (!) to give hima
call if they desire true representations of their phiz-
zes. If they are naturally handsome, he charges no-
 thing extra ; aud if they are ugly, he will not grum-
ble if the originals charge the defect upon the process.
Mr. Kelsey will remain in this city but & few days

|ny of them suffered exceedingly. Some of the fire-

Commmon School Convention.

At & meeting of the citizens of Indianapolis, friend-
Iy 10 the cavse of common school education, held in

the Court House on Mooday evening, Jan. 25, 1847, |

Calvin Fleteher was appointed Chairman and Hervey
Brown, secretary. Wiereupon, after the object of the
meeting had been announced by the chairinan, a com-
mittee consisting of Messre, H. W. Beecher, E. R.
Ames, J. 8. Bayless, J. M. Ray, and O. Butler, were
uppointed to make arrangements preparatory to the
Lolding of a Slate common school convention in Indi-
anapolis on the fourth Wednesday in May next, and
report their proceedings to this meeting on Wednes-
day evening next.

On motion the meeting adjourned to assemble on |
Wednesday evening in the lecture room of Rev. Mr.
Gurley’s church.

~ Websesnay Evexrse, Jan. 27, 1847.

The meeting having assembled pursuant to adjourn-
ment, Rev, Mr. Beecher, chairman of the committee,
previously appointed for that purpese, reported the
following preamble and resolutivns, which were
were unanimously adopted :

Whereas, the Legislature of Indiana, at its preecnt |
session, has passed a joint resolution recommending |
a State common school convention, to be held at Indi- |
anapolis on the fourth Wednesday in May next, and
whereas, we heartily concur in the objects of said
convention. Therefore,

1. Resolved, That all persons friendly to the cause
of common school education are cordiaily invited to
attend the said convention ; and that literary associ-
ations enguged in the promotion of educatiou, and
voluntary assemblies of the citizens, be requested to
send delegates to said convention.

2. Resolved, That a commitiee of three be appoint-
ed to make arrangement for the entertainment of the
delegates.

3. That a committee of seven be appointed to cor-
respond with and procure the attendance of gentlemen
from abroad ; also to prepare and issue a circular to
persons friendly to education in every county in the
State, setting forth the objects of said convention, and
soliciting statistical information in respect to the con-
dition of common schools in each township of the
State, so far as it can be cbiained.

The Chairman appointed Messrs. Blake, Hubbard
and Hannaman a commilles of arrangements, and
Messrs. Beecher, Ames, Bayless, Ray, Butler, Bolton
and Cressey a commitlee of correspondence, under the
second and third resolutions.

Mr. Bolton presented a paper eontaining the fullow-
ing expression of sentiment, which was unanimeously
adopted :

The joint resolution passed by the Legislature holds
out the recommendition to every citizen of the
State, friendly to the common school interest, who
can conveniently spare the time for that purpose, to
come up to the Capital and deliberate with his fellow
citizens on this great question.  Indiana has justly
guined the applause of our sister States for her mu-
nificence in the education of her deaf and dumb =nd
blind, and *for her laudable efforts to bring back to
reason or ameliorate the condition of the unfortunate
insane. Why, then, should she not, as the great act
of her policy, rise up as one man and send the lights
of literature and science to every cabin in the land !
We have a splendid legacy lLanded down to us for
the support of common schools, and a constitutional
provision at all times staring members of our Legis-
lative councils in the face, on that subject; and the
present Legislature, alive to its duty on this question,
has recommended a common school education conven-
fion.

We have but to look at the census of 1840 and
other stalistics, to see the wants of Indiana, as well
as other States in this great and mighty valley, where
the star of empire is now rapidly wending its way, We
rejoice that a great movement is now being made, in
which the whole west will unite, to carry on this
great work of common school education. Let not
Indiana be behind her sisters, but let the news of this
movement be spread broadeast over the State; let our
editors recommend it; let the school teachers, as a
great and powerful army, further on the work; let
our attorneye, while attending our epring courts, see
that at least one speech be made on the subject at
every county-seat; let the pulpit also speak out on
this great question, which is to result, we trust, in a
more enlightened christianity. Finally, lot all who
have influence, in any sphere of life, see that this
convention is well attended, not doubting that the re-
sult will be the adoption of a system of common
school education, at the next sessivn of the Legisla-
ture, that will add to the glory and honor of our be-
loved State. What patriet, christian or philanthro-
pist, who has it in his power, will fail to attend so
interesting a convention—a convention which we
trust will tell most favorably upon our destiny incen-
luries to come.

Mr. Bolten concluded by offering the fullowing
resolution, which wus adopted :

Resolved, That we heartily concur in the objects of
the common school convention to be held 1n this place
on the fourth Monday in May next, and we hereby
pledge ourselves 10 muke oll suitable arrangements for
the accommodation of all those, from different parts
of the State, who may attend upon its deliberations.

Ex-Governor Slade of Vermont, being present, was
invited to nddress the meeting on the subject of com-
mon school education. He complied with the invita-
tion, and delivered a very interesting and instructive
sddress, in which he urged the intimate dependence
of our highest prosperity as a vation, upoo the intel-
lectoal and moral elevation of the masses of the peo-
ple, and set forth in very impressive terms the impor-
tance of a good common school system in order to the
attainment of this important object.

On motion of Mr. Gurley, the thanks of the mect-
ing were tendered to Gov. Slade for his interesting
address,

And thereupon the meeting adjourned.

CALVIN FLETCHER, Chairman.

Hervey Browx, Secrelar Y.

A fire recently occurred in Lewisville, Henry coun-
ty, the particulars of which are furnished to the Cin-
cinnati Gazette, ts follows:—On the morning of the
23d instant, about 4 o'clock, a fire broke out in a two

flames spread to the destruction of an entire square in
this thriving town, embracing tlurteen houses, ware-
houses, stores and dwellings. A small portion of the
loss was covered by insurance. The entire loss will
not be less than £10,000, Mr. Eli Davis, one of the
principal merchants of the place, is the main loser;
his loss will probably be $5,000; partial insurance.

A terrible fire occurred in Boston recently, which
destroyed upwards of one bundred houses. It com-
menced in a bowling saloon attached to the Neptune
Hotel, and extended through Beverly and Milford
streets. The night was intensely cold, and the water
froze so fast as to greatly impede the operations of
the firemen, and this, with a strong wind (blowing
almost & gale) prevailing, caused the great extension
of the fire. The loss of property wasimmense. The
buildings were mostly workshops occupied by me-
chanics. No less than seventy families, many of
them poor, were rendered houseless by this terrible
fire, on one of the coldest nights of the season. Ma-

men were frost-bitten while laboring to subdue it.

Frawxziy Correce, Johnson Co., Ind.—~We have
the catalogue of the officers and studeats of this In-
stitution, which seems to indicate a prosperous state
of affairs. The whole number of students is 75.—~
The college building is not yet completed, but it is
expected to be finished during the next summer. The
collegiate year commenced on the 21st September
Jast; the next quarter begins on March Sth. Tuition
terms from §12 to §20 per year.

Worxs.—We would call attention to the

A
ville, Indiana, by brotber

suggestions are not lost.

Hotouxrss: |

story dwelling house occupied by Doctor Junes. The| g

ARY 11, 1847.

From the Army.
Arrival of Col. Kinney at Tampico— News from
Gen. Taylor—Affair of Col. May with the enemy

~Loss of eleven. Dragoons— Occupation of Victoria

— Posttion of our Jorces, 41:.

By the arrival of the brig Georgiama, at New
Orleans, from Tampico, which place she left on the
4th ult., we have news from various points of the
theatre of war.

Col. Kixxev, who bas proved himself since the
commencement of the war to be invaluvable, from the
variety of his information, and daring and adventur-
ous spirit, reached Tampico on the 12th inst., straight
from Victoria. He was with the first column of
troops under General Quitman, in the advance on that
city, which they entered on the 9th inst. The Mexi-
cans seemed inclined to dispute the ground with Gen.
Quitman, only retreating as the latter advanced, for
the last forty or fifty miles, loward Victoria, and
finally, only Jeaving that place in the rear, as the
American force entered it in front. In consequence
of there being no cavalry with Gen. Quitman’s col-
umn, the enemy could not be pursued. Col. Kinney
left Gen. Taylor at Monte Morsles, accompanying
the vanguard of Gen. Quitman in the advance on
Victoria. From hence, confiding in his knowledge
of the language and manners :¥tbe Mexicans, Col.
K. left Victoria for Tampico simost alone. and in
three days performed the almost incredible journey of
two liundred and fifty miles, running the gauntlet as
it were, through a country studded with the enemy's
partizan fullowers, armed rancheros and others of a
similar description. At Soto la Marina he fell in
with a campany of sixty rancheros, but not at all dis-
mayed, he proceeded to the Alcalde, and summoned
him to prepare for the reception of Gen, Taylor, who
had seut him forward to collect supplies. The ran-
cheroe dispersed in consternation, while he pursued
his way unimpeded. At the racho of La Croix,
twenty Mexican dragoons under Sanchez were sta-
tioned ; here he passed the night, and in the morning
moved off, effectually deceiving the enemy. On his
route was stativned Ramano Falcon and his band—
this is the individual charged with the murder of the
lamented Col. Cross—but Col. K. by courage, artifice,
and an iron constitution, was able to elude this free-
booter and all his followers.

SavTirLo.— Generals Butler, Wool and Worth
were still at Saltillo on the 1st inst.; their united
forces were rather over than under six thousand troops.
Smalil parties of Mexican soldiers are occasionally
seen in the yicinity, but are supyosed to be detach-
ments of a foree amounting in all to one thousand
five hundred or two thousand men, who occupy the
desert country between San Luis and Saltillo, and
who have orders to destroy the water tank in the
event of an onward movement of the American army
to Sunta Anna’s head quarters. These are the con-
jectures of men who have considerable means of
knowing how affairs progress among the enemy.
There are many, however, who suppose that the occa-
sional appearance of these soldiers indicates some-
thing of a more active character on the part of the
Mexican General,

Tura.—There was, from recent accourts, a rather
large Mexican force assembled at Tula, principally
cavalry, under the command of Gen. Valencia; in
the neighborhood of this place were also Gens. Urrea,
Romero, and Fernandez, with troops, whose number
is variously estimated.

Ampuscape.~CoL. May.—This gallant officer, in
a reconnisance made by order of Gen. Taylor, had
the wisfortune to lose eleven dragoons with their hor-
seg, and eeven pack mules. It appears that the Gene-
ral wished to ascertain the passes in the chain of
inountains between Monte Morales and Linares, and
for this purpose sent out Col. May and eighty dra-
goons to make the desired examination. ?n short,
Col. May, in exploring a uarrow pass, not sufficient
to admit two men passing abreast, had his rear guard,
consisting of a Lieutenant and twelve men, including
a sergeant, cut off, with the exception of the commis-
sioned and non-commissioned officers, by the enemy.
This was done by the latter’s rolling in their path a
quantity of stones forming a kind of barricade. The
Mexicans then fell on them, and from their superior
numbers, as it is supposed, made an easy capture.
The Lieut. and Sergeant escaped. The Mexicans are
said to be rancheros or banditti, but nothing is posi
tively known about the prisoners. Col. May, on
hearing of the mishap, returned to the spot where the
path was encumbered, but he could find no further
traces of his own men or the enemy. The ground
was found to be stained with blood in some parts,
which gave rise to the belief that it had been the
gcene o!g something like a conflict.

Vicroria.—At the latest dates there were about
6000 men at Vietoria, under the command of General
Taylor, who had with him the united divisions of
Generals Patterson, Twiggs, Quitman, and Pillow.
It is said that Gen. Taylor will await the commands
of Gen. Scott at Victoria, before any movement is
made. The general impression at the head quarters
of Gen. Taylor is, that the American forces will con-
centrate in or about Tampico, whence a vigorous de-
monstration will be made against Vera Cruz.

Tanrrco, Jan. 10.—An expedition, consisting of
five companies of regulars and five of the Alabama
regiment, is ordered 1o report for a march at 3 P. M.,
to-day; it has been in preparation for seveiral days,
and is destined for a descent upon Tuspan. General
Shields will command in person.

The brig Foam was wrecked on the bar of Tampico
during a gale on the 6th ult.

Tanrico, Jan. 11.—1 wrote you yesterday that an
expedition would leave that day for Tuspan, but [ was
very confidently misled. The rumor fur the past few
days was allowed to spread that the force was destined
for that place, and the Mexicans despatched couriers
carrying the intelligence. Reinforcements were call-
ed in from the surrounding country, and we hear now
that there are 2,000 men on the gui vive for an attack.
The Government steamers commenced firing up yes-
terday at noon, and every preparation appeared to be
making to cross over to Puebla Viejo, en route for
Tuspan, when the commanding officer at the lines re-
ceived orders to march his men towards Altamira. It
was a perfect surprise to every one, and whether any
ood results from it or not, Gen. Shiclds deserves
credit for the ruse. ;

I am assured from head quarters that the object is
to open a communication with Gen. Taylor at Victo-
toria, und it is degmed expedient to send the present
force to meet his advance. From 2,000 to 3,000
Mexicaa troops are known to be between here and
there, and very possibly Gen. Shields will have an
opportunity to cope with them. But few of the regu-
lars posted here have yet been in action in this war,
and all are desirous of sharing the honors of their
companions in arms who bave heretofore been more
fortunate. May opportunity offer—I need say no
more, .

The number of men is about 650, which reduces
the force remaining there to 950 ; :;t:}:: attack is to
be expected on tlus place, except very mute
Gen. Shields has now taken; so that, although re-
duced in numbers, we are not weakened in nruab

Tanprco, Jan. 12.—Orders and counter-orders. Col.
Kinney, of Corpus Christi, arrived this morning with
despatches from Gen. Taylor—he left Victoria on the
evening of the Oth inst., having ridienl_:vuMOmllu
in three days. He was attended a portion of the way
by four dragoons, and came through with only two
%uenl:,nu. Gen. Shields mzdlhem from Gen.

aylor to suspend operations present.

ém Taylor and Patterson are at Vietoria with
6000 men awaiting orders from Gen. Scott. It is not

d that any movement will bé made against San
Luis Potosi. TItis the strongest fortified
post in all Mexico, and Santa Anna bas said that the
man that takes it is welcome to thecapital: 1 believe

Scott's assuming the command.
retained and Vera Croz subjected by
2 ho ! for Mexico! But you are
informed of -

' would do

well to cut it out and praserve it

t of Mr. Baird. Dealers in these articles |

afe Senfinel,
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Skeiches in the Camp.
PY AN EX-REPORTER OF THE STATE SENTINEL.
No. 13,

On the 9th of Dee., Gen. Lanecame to our camp in
! great baste with orders for the 1st Regiment of lndi-
sua 1o move on to Monterey. On the 10ta the whole
Regiment left the mouth of the Rio Grande for Ca-
margo, in theJ. E. Roberts and the Rough and Ready.
. The Marion Volunteers, the Fountain Riflemen, the
' Wabash rs, and the Montgomery Vilunteers
took passage in the J. E. Roberts, and the rest of the
Regiment in the Rough and Ready. John Gallaspy,
of the Fountain Riflemen, fell overboard and was
drowned just before the boat left the landing. In our
passage up the Rio Grande tte Roberts run aground
several times, but owing to the model of the boat and
the skill of the erew, it was got off the sand bars with-
out much difficulty. After passing Mat L we
observed no town until we were in sight of Reynbsa.
It is true we passed some wood yards where there was
a few scattering houses that presented a view, at a
distance, similar to a negro quarter on the Mississippi,
but as we approached nearer, it was plain to be seen
that their huuses were far inferior to the meanest kind
of negro huts. These ill constructed houses were
built of mud and cane, and with less mechanism than
a Beaver dam. The scenery of the Rio Grande is
beautiful, though men had but little to do in making it
so—it is the beauty of nature, not of art. The banks
of this rapid stream abound with evergreens, tropical
shrubbery, leafless thorn bushes, and even beautiful
flowers, in December. The largest timber to be found
here is musquite. Ebony also grows here, though not
in such abundance as the musquite. Tle largest tree
I bave seen®would not exceed two feel igeiameter.

On the 14th the J. E. Roberts arrived at Camargo,
three miles up the San Juan. Camargo i certainly as
bad looking place as it has been represented to be by
those who have gone before us, The stone buildings
are flat roofed and in a state of dilapidation—some
cracked on every side, while others have commenced
falling down. Thg mud and cane buildings look more
like cow houses or hog pens than dwellings for hu-
man beings. Camargo is the most dusty place [ ever
saw. In a windy day the dust flies so thick that vne
can hardly see three steps before him.

On the 15th the Rough and Ready arrived with the
remaining six companies of the 1st Regiment, and
they immediately went to work breaking, and in the
mean time the 3d Regiment had all their mules broke,
and were starting off for Monterey. The 1st and 2d
Regiments will leave here as soon as they break their
mules.

A Mexican Captain with ammunition and baggage
has been token by the Kentucky Cavalry, and is a
prisoner of war.

On the night of the 17th a Mexican was caught
while trying to set fire to the magazive. He is closel
confined and will be tried for the offence. The White-
ville arrived the same day with the remaining three
companies of the 2d Regiment.

On the 18th every thing was put in readiness to
start for Mooterey on the following day. On the 19th
the whole encampment struck a light a great while
before day. We bave just eat our breakfast, com-
menced loading up the wagons and are only waiting
for daylight to take up the line of march. The boys
are all wide swake; but [ am sorry to say that some
that are unwell and znxious to go ahead will have to
be discharged, or left in the hospital, because there
are not more than wagons enough to carry the ba g
gage and provision.

Camargo, Mexico, Dec. 19, 1846.

No. 14.

When the 1st and 2d Regiments left Catmargo, they
had not procecded more than six miles when the 1st
Regiment was ordered back to the mouth of the Rio
Grande and Matamoras. Both Regiments continued
on to lhe next watering pluce, where they all en-
camped. Before moruing ren. Lane received another
order from Gen. Marshall, but of a different nature—
it commanded him to station a part of the 1st Regi-
ment at Camargo and the remainder at Mier. Gen.
Lane was under marching orders of a superior officer
(Gen. Patterson) and he did not seem to cousider it
his duty to send the Ist Regiment back until he had
further orders from Head Quarters. Gen. Lane was
greatly applauded by the officers as well as the pri-
vates of the Ist and 2d Regiments, and his firmness
met their entire approbation.

On the 20th we continued our march. The soil
over which we passed was as dry as powder, and one
would not suppose from appearances that it had rained
for two months. We arrived at Mier and encamped
for the night. It will be recollected that this was the
place where 261 Texans attacked the Mexican troops
over 2,000 in number, and killed a great number, but
the Texans were taken prisoners after their ammuni-
tion had been exhausted. The Texan prisoners were
cruelly treated, and finally decimated aud a portion of
them shot. Mier contains about 3000 inhabitants—
it is built mo=tly of stone, but has a portion of mud
and cane houses, like all other Mexican towns.

We took up the line of march vn the morning of
the 21st and passed gver a rolling piece of ground,
impregnated with iron ore. Afier travelling about
seven miles, a ridge of mountains were visible. We
encamped on the Alamo, a etream of swift running,
cool water; and the best we had tasted since we left
Indiava. Two cowpanies of regulars, that com-
menced the march one day sooner, had their tents
pitchied at the same place.

On the 224, we continued our march, but the regu-
lars left the camp about one hour and a half sooner,
and kept ahead of us, though some of their men were
80 much exiausted that they fell back as far as the
Indiana Regiments. The rain commenced falling in
small drops, and continued to rain pearly all night.
We encamped at Pontiguida where three companies
of the 2d Regiment of 5‘1:'10 volunteers were encamp-
ed. We left the encampment on the 23d, and arrived
at Seralvo on the same day. This place looked as
though it was once a town of some importance ; but
the walls of some of the buildings had commenced
falling down, the convent had been abandoned,snd
was occupied by soldiers, and the churcl was without
o Priest; and you know a church in Mexico without
a Priest, is of as little service as 1 school without a
schoolmaster.

The next morning (the 24th) we left Seralvo, and
after marching sbout seven miles, the two Regiments
halted at a little creek, near a rancho, when we were
met by an express ordering the Ist Regiment to re-
turn to the Rio Grande—eight companies to b2 sta-
tioned at Matamoras, and two at the Mouth. The
1st Regiment encamped, and the 2d passed on toa
dry creck bottom and pitched their tents. The camp
was supplied with water from the springs. Ariole,
our Interpreter, killed a very fat Turkey, which af-
forded us a very fine Christmas meal the next morn-
ing before daylight. Christmas was a very delightful
day—it was none too cold for comfort. In fact, some
parts of the chapparel abounded with flowers, and |
gathered as fine a boquet as the ladies in Indiana
could have gathered in July, and when I looked at
three of the inent flowers and observed that they
were red, white and blue, like our nstiomal colors, |
could nut refrain from reflecting that coming events
cast their shadows before them, and that the time
would come when the area of freedom would be ex-
tended over this uncultivated land, and that industry
would supercede indolence. We encamped at night

on 's ereek. The mountains were apparently
but a distance from us on the left. Gen. Mar-
shall with a portion of the Cavalry and the
2d about a mile from us on the

J

Monterey. I shall not spex

: k of the last named city.
Much has been written of this city—its strong fortifi-

cations have been spoken of freely. [ will only say
that every American who may chince to visit thas
city will be proud of the gullant soldiery that fougit
{their way into the city inch by inch, charged upon
ithe breast-works of the etiemy, and scaled the walls
y OF their forts,

| The most beautiful scenery in Monterey was Aris-
ta’s Garden. I only had time to stop a fow minutes;
consequently shall not attempt & graphic éoscription.
It is Juid out with taste that would do credit to any
country. It is watered by pools running from the
mountains and conducted in chanuels to sll parts of
the Garden; but 1 am compelled to say that the va-
riety is not as greut as might be cxpected in this
tropical climate. Great ndditions might be made to
the shrubbery. After passing this beautiful Garden
and the Bishop’s Palace, we next passed the mill
about 4 miles from the city, with the mscription on it
of “Melino de Jesus Maria.” It was very neat in ité
appearance, being built of stone and coated over with
lime, which made it very durable. It had no bolt,
but a hand seive was used to separate the bran from
the flour. We passed on 1o Santa Catarina and en-
camped. Our route was through s mountain pass,
and at moonlight. The next day we encamped at
La Rinconada, having travelled 24 miles, the jast 18
of which was over a dusty road where & drop of
water corld not be found. The men suffered greatly.
[ was much amused to see the various inclinations of
the boys—some marclied in rank with the Regiment,
others managed to gel out of the ranks, for the purs
pese of searching for precious metals at the foot of
the mountain, howt wild Bowers, or run ahead and
take a game of poker.

La Kinconads is in a narrow mountain pass—a
row of trees amd Maguay plants are set out upon both
sides of ke road es it passes through a rich valley.
There is also a swift running stream and a water-fall}
but the crystal rivolet runs but a short distance from
the hacienda aud sinks.

[ have not much to say relative to the movementsd
of the army. Gen. Taylur las gone to Victoria with
a force, and Gen. Butler and Gen. Worth are at
Saltillo with another portion of the army, There i8
no news from Saltillo of any importance.

La Rrycoxana, Mexico, Dec. 31, 1546.

l

Mzs. L:evr. Cor. Fremont.—The Washington
correspondent of the Commercial Advertiser, writes &
graceful letter respecting New Yeor's Day at the
President's house, in which we find a flattering notice
of the daughter of Col. Benton, who married the gal-
lant Fremont.

“ Look there in the centre! Who is that young
and lovely creature with such intelligence and lovely
and agreeable manners, now ehatting ‘French with
this diplomat, then Spanish with that, apoa Italian
with another. What & wife she would make for an
Ambassador! Soft you, sir! That lady is married
and & mother. She has more discernment than her
father, far seeing as he is, and was disobedient enovgh
to think for herself, and to unite her destiny to a
young lieutenant, who in the tide of time wry, for
aught I know, become President of a republic on the
Western side of this continent.™

To the credit of Col. Benton be it remembered, that

Y | he himself was the preceptor of this accomplished

lady as we!l a8 to the rest of his children.

“Air TrE Learxing.”"—The Indianapolis corres-
pondent of the Brookville Democrat gives the follow-
ing as a literal copy of a bil!, introduced at the recent
session of the Legislature, by Mr. Green, the whig
member from Washington county. We copy it for

the benefit of Mr. Green, as we think he should be
entitled to the credit of all he did, and we know of
nothing else but this :

The following is the bill introduced by Mr. Green,
referred to above.

be it enactid by the Ceneral essembly of the State
of indiana that Jewrisdiction of Justises of the peace
bee extendid so as to try all Caises of saut and batery
and Petty larsony and other Misdemepers.
the parties a cused of Eny of the a bove Crimes S#all
have the Rite of Jewry of twelve men whoes Dessisin
Shall be final unless the oonvieted wish an apeal.
be it further enacted that the Convicted May apeal to
the Cireuit Coart by giving bond with Suficient cecu-
rity fur his apearance at the Circuit Cort and also Se-
curity for the cost of suit—

A suoRT HORSE 18 £00N CURRIED.,— The short Mes-
sage of Gov. Young, cotitains one little gem of truth
in the following words of prophecy :

 Any appointing power, other than the people, may
be either currupted or subjected, unconsciously, to in-
terested and peruicious iufluences. Not so with the
people. If they err to-day, they will correct their
error lo-morrow.”

There istruth in the idea, though it is badly express-
ed. Nine times out of ten, so faras etir experience has
taught us, personal merit is the last thing taken into

ments of men to office. They are generally the re-
sult of bargaiving if not.

We noticed the fis t a few days ago, that the editd
of the N. Y. Tribune had been burned in effigy. The
cause may in part be found in the following extract
from an article which appeared in the Tribune of Jati.
11th: s &

“ Fears are entertained that the vessels will nevet
arrive at their destination, but that the _oﬂicers wil!
be murdered, and the ships be taken possession of by
these lawless, hungry, drunken, desperate, wretched
They are doubtless unimpeachable pirate Lim-

ber.”

05~The English Tory papers-hold the same tone
in relation to the last annval messsge of President
Polk ds that held by the British Whig papers of this
country, with a few honorable exceptions. The fact
is that there is no perceptible difference of opinion
between English tories and Anglo-American Whigs
on this or any other subject of pelitics, except that
English tories always take sides with their own cova-
try, and federal whigs alweys against theirs.

A Sevire Reroxt.—The Albany Atlas responds
to the denunciation and abuse of the Evening Jousnal,
in relation to the war, by republishing a resolution
offered at a public meeting, by one of the editors of
the latter paper, soon after the war was declared, ap-
proving the course of Congress, the Lxeculive and
kis Counsellors, in relation thereto.

St. Lawrence, for the accommodation of the Doston
Railroad. It can be easily done, although the dis-
tance from Loprarie to Montreal is dbout two miles.
The water, however,is not deep. It is designed to
make the bridge of 50 spans of 250 feet each.

(7~The Whigs of lhe Legis.ialum of New Jersey
have nominated the Hon. J. W. Miller for re-clection
to the Senate of the United States. He will be elect-

ed of course,

Tue Waite Warer Varrey Caxar—A i
of the Board of Directors for the Canal Company was
held at Connersville on the 15th inst.  An election for
officers of the Board resulted in the choice of Joux 8.
Newmax, Esq., of this place, ss President, ata sala-
ry of §1000 per year, Jonx W. Hirr, of Brookville, .
Clerk, at $600 salary. In the choice of Mr. Newman
the Boerd have bééen fortunate. No man is more com-
petent than he to discharge the important duties of
that office. Combining a great deal of mm and
circumspection, with the most intimate ledge of
business matters, great evergy of character, and un-
usully clear and corréct judgment, eminently qualify
him !01' gucha tion at this purticular crisis. The
Canal Company las suffered so severcly by the lste
terrible flood, that wisdom, prodencé, forecast

miust all i those losses do not prove
that the Com-

-

and
be
Ce.

Ay
.

consideration by legislative bodies in making appointsi .

— ” -a 2
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