
Moke Letters from-ti- ie Akuv. .We J.ave re
ceived from our regular correspondent in GeruTay."
lor's army, an additional letter to tbe one published
in this paper, and highly interesting. .It is accom-- I

t wi mo uaiitc-iiei- u, exceueniiy urawn i

by our townsman and friend, L. H.Wood, a younz man
of excellent renius and acauiremontf. and trim nntrl..u - i
ot. ; We regret that vre cannot Lave it engraved for our I

paper. Oce sight of it, by those acquainted with
military science and tactics, is sufficient to convince
them of the rare military talents of Gen. Taylor; and
to the uninitiated, is a lesson worthy their admira-
tion, combined as it was, with victory almost un-

paralleled, and brings forcibly to --our minds, the im-

portant maxim of a great General, "in peace, pre-
pare for war." It Is the only way, in fact, in which
war may generally be avoided. We should therefore
he. impressed with the importance of a well organized
militia not to parade (pr show ; but to learn even
to learn a branch vfnyit hematics, too much neglected
in'schools. May we not hope soon to see this matter
better attended to in our State ! .

cVjecoxd DisTKiCT.-rllo- n. T. J. Henley will be the
democratic candidate" for Congress for the second dis-'i- t,

and will be opposed by John S. Davis, who has
been ujininited by the whigs. Davis is well known
iy his course in the State Senate. He is a vindictive
whig and a most unscrupulous politician.

The ComJhercial Bulletin, published at Boon-t- Y.

. ".lo., recently contained the following note from
Senator "t

. Washing ton Cur, March 21, 1947.
Mr. Queensbury Sir: 4. see that you Lave put up

rny ruie fo the Presidency, at the head of your
and while 1 thank you for this mark

of your gM opinion, I must inform you that it is
entirely contrary to my wishes and declared intentions,
especially iu my speech at Boonville in 1941: I must,
therefore, request you to drop my name from the place
jeu have given it ; and, if necessary to give any rea-

son, you can very trul gay it was done at my re-

quest. Yonrs truly,
THOMAS II. BENTON.

of the Brookville American says he
will takejt as a personal insult for any person to use
his name in connection with the Congressional nom-

ination. n hi? district ! Whew! 'Scat.

07"Capt. Ford . 4 soon to leave New Albany with
CO men fojjhe seat of war. Capt. F. is a brave and
veteran soldier.

'- -m

To the Democratic Electors or Clarion
County.

tELUow Citizens: It is well known th.-ougho-ut

the county that'at the coaentian, bld at Indianapo-
lis on thsUOrirday 3f April, that I received the nom-
ination as one of the candidates to represent you in
the ensuing legislature. Circumstances beyond my
control prevented my attending the convention. I
therefore take this method of addressing you. For
various considerations, not necessary to mention here,
it was not my wish nor intention to be a candidate
this year; but while I feel myself under the deepest
obligation to you for this, as well as a former expres-
sion of your regard, in thus publicly expressing your-
selves, I also feel it a duty I owe to you, as well as
to my country, to tax my limited ability in nerving
you to the utmost. However, sickness of long stand-
ing in my family, with other untoward circumstances,
will preclude the very idea of my canvassing the
county to that extent which has heretofore been con-

sidered necessary as well as customary. If, there-
fore, under these circumstances, you consider it abso-
lutely necessary that it should be done, you will do
well to select another, whose fortune it is to be in
possession of tbe means to enable him to render the
cause every assistance its importance demands, which
will meet my hearty approbation and But
if you should still be willing to- - abide with me in all
the results that may follow from what 1 may be able
to do, under the above named circumstances, it will
be my happiness and greatest ambition to be found
anung you, contending for the promotion and perpet-
uation of those grent principles upon which our Gov-
ernment is baed, and holding sacred those rights
which we have inheri'ed from an illustrious ance-
stry; expecting the meanwhile every man to do his
duty. As 1 am known throughout the county, the
necessity of my visiting the people, is not quite so
requisite as it would otherwise be. And in conclu-
sion, fellow-citizen- -, let me say that I am ready and
willing to rise or fall with you, or abide your dicta-
tion, whatever it may be.

Your obedient humble servant,
TIIOS. W. COUNCIL.

lr?.E3iDExx Making. The newspapers are again
engaged in miking Presidents. The Philadelphia
Inquyrir, end tAvo orhree others, have nominated
General Tatlor. Tne. ILimUtnn Intelligencer has
nominated Thoaias Cojtwtx., The South Carolin
pnpers go for CalhoÄ. Others again, McLean,
Scott, Weester, Ckiitenden, &,c. Among the
Democratic papers, several have nominated Cass;
others go Cr Weight,

' and some even speak highly
of PolKj"" y JJ '

All thpA tnnvpmpnli nr nnltf elf irmjlifa Tl.otr
indicate only the desire of many newspaper writers
to beßrst in making nominations. The main battle
will not commence until next winter. Those who
are discreet and experienced, will hold back till they
can make aa ejfxlite choice. There are great inter-
est and great principles at stake, in the next Presi-
dential eiections, which must not be compromised
by too sudd;") movements in this anJ that quarter.
Cincinnati Chronicle.

Appropriations of the Last Session. The
Union of Tuesd.iy night contains the annual account
;f appropriations made at the last Session of Con-

gress, as officially prppared by Mr. French, the Clerk
tf the House of Representatives. The account
covers two and a half pages of the Union, but our
readers will probably be content with the following
recapitulation : .

Fur the Civil and Diplomatic expenses of the
Government . $4,442,790 87

For tbe uppjitf tbe Army and Volunteers 32,178,461 fe3

For the toppdi t of tbt Navy 9,307,953 10
Fur tbft tupport of the P. O. Department 4 145,400 00
Für the IU port of the Indian Department 1,364.204 00
For the support of the Military Academy 124,906 00
For building and equipping steamships 1,000,000 00
For Revolutionary and oiber Pensions 1,353.700 90
Fr concluding Peace with Mexico 3,000,000 00
For the erecting of Light Houses 518,830 00
MiJceManewti 540,243 13

Total lolfi$2filb 93

Serious A flair.
We are informed that on the 13ih inst., a difficulty

and quarrel arose between Orrin Clark and Cyrus
Cross, of Manchester township, Dearborn county,
which resulted in the death of the latter. Our in-

formant stated that a disputa commenced between
them and Cross struclark with a riding whip

Whereupon Clark sprang-a- t him with a knife and
stabbed him several tiirtuJ tsi almost instant
death. Clark ia under arrefct. Versailles Ripley
Co.) Intelligencer.

Ecropeax Distress. The destitution and distress
which still prevail in all the countries in Ireland, in
1 ranee, and in Belgium continue to press severely
upon the chances of relief for England. Franco de-

pends upon her corn produce for food. A deficiency
of twenty-fou- r days' consumption, ia her usual corn
harvests, is a loss that can be supplied by energy and
foresight. She is better off than England, becaure
she has no landlordism to contend wiih, tearing out
the heart of the soil for rent, and leaving rottenness
for the laborer in the place of food. In France and
in Ireland, we have a contrast which shows us the
cause of excessive misery.

Spanish Enterprise. Hon. Waldy Thompson,
in his work on Mexico, .says it i remarkable fact.

' that there is not ia the world such a thing as a rail-
road, in any country where the Spanish language is
'oken, with the solitary exception of a abort one in

Cuba, which owe its : existence" to' American enter
prise !

"
;

:
'

The new none, who has taken such bold ground in
favor of reform and general improvement of his 6ee,
passed a portion of M earl life as t missionary in
the United States,

JA
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I.MrOKTAXT niOM 3JEXICOÜ
Determination of Ihc .Mexicans to pros-

ecute Hit 1V:iiü
The Church in famr of ilLrmn of 0,000,0(X by ,

the Archbishop to Hanta Anna and the Gon rn-tne- nt

! ! '
i

By an arrival at New Orleans, late new s ha been
received from the tity of Mexico, via Vera Cruz.

The Archbishop of Mexico had come forward to
sustain Santa Anna and the war. The Church was
also in favor of resistance to the last extremity.

To support the GovcrnmeHt the Archbishop had ad-

vanced out of the revenues of the church, Fire Mil-
lions of Dollars !

By this arrival we Lave news also of the result of
Col. Doniphan's movement upon Chihuahua. He had
succeeded in getting possession of it without a bat- - ;

tie, notwithstanding all the vauntinga respecting a ;

larjre force said to be assembled to oppose him. lie
was not molested in bis retention of the place.

The general movements of the Mexicans, as they
are given in the intelligence by this mail, are any
thing but pacific in their character. Efforts were
making, backed, as noticed above, by the clergy and
the church, to rouse the people, and organize forces
to repel the continued advance of the. American
troops.

Santa Anna, at tbe time of his inauguration as
rresiaeni, issuea a Jong manifesto recounting ins i

version of the battle of Buena Vista. ' It is full of I

bombast and false statements.

Later from tlic Brazos Santiago Ano-
ther Great Halt leant! Victory Defeat
of Cen. Urrcn by Gen. Taylor.
An arrival at New Orleans from the Brazos Santi-

ago, with dates to the 2d inst brings an account of
another great battle and victory on the part of the
American forces under old " Rough and Ready."

Gen. Taylor, in his last accounts previous to this,
bad continued to follow in hot pursuit of Gen. Urrea,
who had been detached by Santa Anna previous to the
battle of Buena Vista to fall on the rear of .Gen. Tay-
lor and his line of communications, and bad succeeded
in overtaking him.

The advanced guard of "Rough and Ready's"
force overtook Urrea and Canales in full retreat, near
the pass of Tula, and immediately engaged thern.
They were unwilling at first, but were soon forced
to fight.

The battle was fiercely contested for f ten hours
between the vanguard and the whole force under
Urrea, when, at this juncture, Gen. Taylor arrived
with the remainder of his force, and the battle be-

came general.
In this, as in all the previous battles, the numerical

superiority of the-- Mexicans was great; but notwith-
standing all the odd Gen. Taylor victoriously car-
ried every thing before him, and defeated them with
great blaughter. The Mexicans were totally defeated
and fled in utter disorder.

The report states that both Gen. Urrea and Canales
were taken prisoners; but this needs confirmation.

Sketches in the Camp.
BT ax ex'-befobt-er of tue state sentinel.

No. 19.
Our scouting parties having ,becn fired upon by

Mexicans on the night of the 16th, it was determined
to ascertain the strength and location of the enemy.
A scouting party of about 500 were despatched on
the 2Uth, on the San Luis Fotosi road. This party
returned the next morning, and brought news that
left no doubt that there was a large Mexican force
encamped at Encarnacion. We soon made prepara-
tions to remove back to Buena Vista, and as we were
about leaving our camp ground, Capt. McCullough,
of Texas, rode into camp and informed us that he
was in sight of the Mexican camp at Encarnacion,
and represented the force to be very large. We soon
arrived at Buena Vista, and encamped. Some called
it a retreat, but the more reflecting minds said that
Gen. Taylor knew what kind of a game to play with
the Mexicans.

The next morning, (Feb. 22d,) it was ascertained
that Santa Anna and his army were encamped at
Agua Nueva. Soon after breakfast all of our forces
were formed in line, waiting the movements of the
enemy, when it was ascertained that the enemy was
advancing. Our army marched about two miles to-

wards the enemy and took a position to meet his at-

tack. Tart of our artillery was placed upon a hill
on the left side of the road, where the Illinois volun-

teers and the third regiment of Indiana volunteers,
were ordered to oppose the passage of the enemy by
the way of the road. Our forces were also formed in
a line of battle stretching still further to the left
the second regiment of Indiana volunteers, being on
the extreme left at the foot of the mountain. On the
right of the road is a deep chasm, which makes the
passage between it and the hill, by the way of the
road, very uarrow. On the other side of the chasm,
on the right a battery wis placed supported by Col.
McKce's regiment of Kentucky tolunteers, for the
purpose of guarding the passage of the enemy be-

tween this chasm and the mountain on the right.
The Mexican army advanced and tik a position

some distance from ours their line stretching from
one mountain range to the other. General Santa
Anna sent a note to General Taylor 6tating, in
substance that be had a force of twenty thousand,
and called upon General Taylor to surrender in
one hour. Gen. Taylor wrote to him that if that was
all the force he had, he (Gen. T.) had force sufficient
to whip him. and that he might either surrenderor
fiüht. At 10 minutes bef-r- e 4 o'clock, P. M., the
Mexican fired one of their heavy pieces of artillery.
At this time the Mexicans were seen tiling off to the
mountain on the left, when Gen. Lane ordered Majur
W. A. Gorman to take the four rifle companies from
Indiana and ascend the mountain to prevent the ene-
my from getting around our army by way of the
mountain. This order was promptly executed by
Major Gorman. Col. Marshall was also ordered, to
ascend the mountain with some of the .Kentucky cav-

alry dismounted. After ascending the mountain, a
large Mexican force appeared on a ride running par-
allel with the me occupied by our meu, and opened a
heavy fire which did but little execution, wounding
only a few of our men. The Indianians and Ken-tuckia- ns

only fired when they saw a good mark, and
took deliberate aim, and by this means killed and
wounded a great number of Mexicans. Major Gor-
man and the riflemen were ordered to retire to the
foot of the mountain and encamp, and there they re-

mained until morning, suffering severely with the
cold, and much to their credit they endured these
hardships without a single murmur. Only a few
cannon shots were exchanged the first day by the two
armies. The night pa-se- away quietly, but there
were several fires to be seen oe the mountain ridge
occupied by the Mexicans during the da)'.

Early on the morning of theiWd, a large reinforce-
ment of Mexican iufantry, (probably not less than
3,000,) commenced firing from tbe mountain upon
our small force of riflemen, who returned the fire and
did consuV nble execution. In tho meantime, Gen.
Lane ordered O'Brien's battery, at the foot of the
mountain, to throw shells on the ridge occupied by
the euemy, which was done with considerable skill,
silencing the enemy's fire in the mountain for a short
lime. The main body of the Mexican army com-
menced marching down the road as if determined to
attack us in the pass; but instead of following the
road, they filed up a ravine towards our left flank in
order to take us br surprise, yet they did not eludo
tbe vigilance of our officers. The enemy made tho
attack, and a general engagement ensued. The Se-

cond Regiment of Indiana volunteers were attacked
by a force of at least six times their number, but
;.iey boldly met the attack, and after firing about
iwenty round, were forced to give way by the great
superiority of numbers, but they again rallied, and
sustained their ground nobly, Col. McKee's regiment
bavinjj come to their relief.- - The action continued lor
some time without either army gaining any decided
advantage over the other. However, it was plain to

The 'seen that the enemy's loss was much greater than
ours, uur artillery was skilfully managed and did
good execution, but not so much as it mizht hava

I dor.8 had the battle-fiel- d been a level plain, instead of
a rocky piece of ground full of deep ravines, and en

INDIANAPOLIS,
alihd the Mexicans to hide themselves from the range
of our cannon. But this was not all. Tart of our
art.llrry was piaccd iu a pofitiun to defend the pas,...11.1 l- - 'lcui senueuuy coiim noi oe usett in me action at me
foot t.t the mountain.. The ennny at last forced his
wav between our left flank and the mountain.v This
could only have been done by a great siijeriori of
numbers, as our men fon'rht rallanth . A hi r ere nnm
ber of Lancers who had tht-i-r wav in the rear
of our left were attacked by some of our dragoons, J

cavalry, and riflemen. It was a hard erntest, but our
n.en sustained themselves much better than could have
been expected, when we take into consideration the
great number they had to contend with. Major Gor-
man had come down from the mountain, for the pur-
pose of joining the regiment, having been instructed
to do so in any contingency that might arise, but was
cut ofT from the regiment. While the skirmish was
going on between our men and the Lancers, a few
well directed cannon shots from one of our batteries,
dispersed the Lancers, but they soon collected and
were about to make a demonstration upon our wagon
train. Cols. Yell, Marshall, and some of our Infantry
and Riflemen, under the command of Major Gorman,
advanced as far as the Buena Vista raicho, to repel
the attack of the Lancers, while the wagon train was
moved ahead. Cols. Marshall and Yell both led their
men on to the charge, while our Infantry and Rifle-
men opened a volley upon the enemy. A field piece
was soon brought to our relief, and after firing a few
rounds the legion of Lancers fled to the mountain.
About the same time some Lancerj advanced upon
Saltillo, but Capt. Webster soon dispersed them by
firing upon them with his howitzers. The battle was
still prosecuted with igor by both armie until near-
ly dark, when the Mexican army retired from the
field and the day was ours.

Gen. Lane was wounded at the commencement of
the action, in the right arm, between the shoulder
and elbow; but like a hero of HG, he continued on
the field cheering bis men onward, without even stop-
ping to have bis wound dressed.

Col. Archibald Yell, of Arkansas, was killed while
cheering his men onward and leading the charge at
the Buena Vista rancho. Long will his memory be
cherished by those who witnessed his daring bravery
on the 23d of February. Col. Jefferson Davis is wound-
ed. .Ods. Yell and Davis' regiments operated with
Gen. Lane's brigade, and the promptness with which
they executed his orders, and advanced with him in
the thickest of danger, exposed to the fire of a large
force of Infantry and the raking of the enemy's hea-
vy batteries, shows that when the honor of our coun-
try is at stake, no danger is too great for such men
to encounter, and 1 will add that the American army
never can be defeated so long as they are led into ac-

tion by such brave and resolute officers. I was hap-
py to see the officers and men from Indiana, like those
from other States, sustain themselves nobly in the
cause of their country. Well may Indiana be proud
of such men as Gen. Lane, Col. Bowles, Col. Lane,
Lieut. Col. Hadden, Major Gorman, Lieut. Robinson,
and a host of others that I might name, if time and
space would admit of it.

Our army encamped on the battle-fiel-d on the night
after the battle, and on the next day (the 21th) the
enemy did not appear in battle array. Our force in
the field did not exceed 4,500, while the enemy's force
was 21,000. Our loss is, killed 270, wounded
400. The enemy's loss, killed and wounded, is at
least 2,5t 0.

In the Second. Regiment of Indiana volunteers, 33
are killed, 71 wounded, and 3 missing.

In tbe Th.rd Regiment, 9 are killed, and 56 wound-
ed.

Among the killed I find the names of Col. J.J.
Hardin, of Illinois, Col. McKee, Col. Henry Clay,
Capt. Willis, of Kentucky,, Capt. Lincoln, Assistant
Adjutaut General, CapL T. B. Kinder, Capt. William
Walker, Capt. Taggart, Sergeant Mellen ry Dozier;
Privates C. II. Golf, Jhn Armstrong, Daniel Owen,
W. C. Goode, and Wilson Hurston, of Indiana. .

Capt. Kinder was slightly wounded and put into a
wagon, to be carried to the hospital, when he was ov-

ertaken by a body of Lancers, killed and robbed.
A large number of prisoners were taken. They

represent the army iii a starving condition. Even
Santa Anna says that he could have whipped us if Lc
had had plenty or provisions.

The Mexicans have left the camp at Agua Nueva,
but it is not known whether Santa Anna intends to
pay us a visit with his big guns.

Buena Vista, Mexico, Ftb. 2G, 1847.

The Mint.
The coinage of the Mint at Philadelphia last month

exceeded two millions of dollars, being the largest
amount ever coined in one month since the govern-
ment was founded. It was as follows :

In gold coins, $1,9Ö3,S0
In silver coins, 83.GUO
In coppet coins, 2,031

$2,079,511
Under the new directions given ly Mr. Walker, as

Secretary of the Treasury, and the zealous co-ope- ra

tion of the able director. Dr. Patterson, it is believed
the coinage vt the Philadelphia mint will reach three
millions of dollars a month chiefly in gold. It is
ully believed, that during Mr. Polk's administration,

sixty millions of dollars will be converted into Ame-
rican coin, being, in four years, more than one-ha- lf of
the amount of the fifty-riv- e years proceeding. So
much for democracy and hard money. IVasA. Union.

Sixty Millions of the hard coin in tour years !

The people's government is making hard money for
their us, and the banks lock it up and issue their
shinplasters to supreme it-- This is one of the glo-
rious operations of banks, tf the banks did not stop
the circulation of gold and eilver, the people of the
United States would soon have the best currency the
world ever saw. Ohio Statesman.

Defeat. On last Saturday morning the Louisville
Journal had an article for its leader of a scientific
character, in which it was plainly intimated that Vera
Cruz aud the Castle of San Juan de Ulloa, would be
found a .difficult conquest for an army fighting against
God. To be sure the Mexicans had a large number
of guns, and lots of Generals, Colonels, Lieut. Colo-
nels. Captains, Lieutenants and ammunition in the
place, but, unfortunately for the Journal's logic, and
its learning, Scott gave them a ' hasty plate of
soup," and sent them to the mountains.

In his paper of Monday, the editor comes to the
conclusion that if Scott advances to the interior, he
Kill be "driven back."

The editor of tbe Journal may be more familiar
with ,4Scott's tactic" than his neighbors; will he be
pleased to tell us on what page of the book that mili-

tary evolution is laid down ! Lou. Dem.

The war lew ov the Mexicans. The deter-
mination of the President to levy a tax through the
Mexican ports for a portiou of tbe expenses of the
war meets with general approval. The Evening Post
says : ' Whatevtr be the name given to this proceed-jn- r

and we are not by any means disposed to ques-

tion the power of the government to adopt, it the
measure strikes us as highly expedient in a financial
point of view, and likely to be. attended with benefi-

cial consequences in various respects. The Secretary
proposes to open to the trade of all neutral nations
the ports of Mexico which come into our possession,
under a' tariff of specific duties, with no discrimina-
tions b it for the eako of revenue, abolishing all the
prohibitory duties ordained by Mexico, and all re-

strictions on the export trade, and empowering the
commanders, naval and military, at the several ports,
assisted by tho paymasters or pursers, to collect the
imposts and pay them over to the use of the Depart-
ments of War and of the Navy.'' UolUinore Argus.

Bailie Teyton, strong whiff though he be, does not
endorse the assaults of his party upon the "iLefficien.
cy' of the administration.. At a late meeting in New
Orleans to do honor to General Taylor and the army,
Mr. Peyton stated that the deloys attending the ad-

vance of General Taylor after the bajtle of the 8tb
and ßih of May, were no; attributable to the admin-

istration or General Taylor that both did all that
was practicable under the circuaiftjsces. '

APRIL 29, -- 1847.
... Unit Koad JTIccfiil. V

Tursuant to notice." a meetio? of the citizens of
Marion
.

county
.

was held at the Court House on Satur--
ay the 17ih inst.
The meeting was organized by electin? the Hon.'

Seto.v W. Is'okris as President, and by the appoint- - tancc, perhaps to Oregon ; and in its course of
ment of Geo. A. Chapman, and Mai. A. II. Davidson sands of miles from cast to west, will give off and rc- -
as Secretaries. -

Thä obiect of thr t? Mr. Chan--
man made a verba report relative to the action of
former meetings, as also of the labors of the several
committees, and concluded by requesting the attention
of the meeting to the report, prepared for the occasion .

btf vr. J. S. Bobhs, and adopted by the committee
Whereupon Dr. Bobbs presented the following ;

ICcpoft.
The committee appointed by a public mecttn of

the citizens of Indianapolis to collect information up-
on the project of constructing a railroad from St.
Louis to Cincinnati, through Ibis city, in discharge
of that duty, respectfully report tht following facts
and inferences, to which they request the deliberate
consideration of all those interested jn its success.
The refusal of the right of way through Illinois, by
her legislature, has induced the committee to confine
their remarks to that portion of the road extending
from Terre Haute to Cincinnati, not doubting, how-

ever, but that it will finally be extended to St. Louis.
It has been remarked, that railroad companies are

not to be regarded as mere monopolies, enriching
themselves as the cost of the community, nor as great
philanthropies, impoverishing themselves to benefit
tbe public ; but public accommodations, and the profits
of the company are alike to be regarded." The ad-

vantages offered by this road will be presented in this
two-fol- d light.

The benefits which the construction of this road
must confer upon those living in the vicinity of its
contemplated route, in affording them a constant,
cheap and rea ly access to market, an abundant sup-
ply of their ordinary articles of consumption at re-
duced cost, by increasing the productiveness and en-

hancing the value of their property as always found to
result from similar improvements in .other places, by
opening a market to their timber and stone, at pres-
ent almost useless to them as a source of profit ; in
augmenting the value and amount of all their present,
and developing new resources of wealth ; and in short,

completely revolutionizing the country, converting
its waste places into smiling villages, and making
the hitherto uncultivated districts swell with the la-

bors of industry, and the harvest of the husbandman,"
scarcely admit of being overrated. A few facts
will be adduced to assist in forming an opinion of
the aggregate value of these. Capt. Knight, after an
extensive reconnoissance through this State, to ascer-
tain the best route for the National Road, says in his
report to the department in 188, on the route select-
ed, "I have never passed through a greater extent of
uniformly rich land than on the route through India-

na. It is well watered, as may be inferred from the
maps (accom(anying the report) or from the esti-
mates of the bridge wTirk. It is somewhat unhealthy,
especially along the water courses, but is les so than
it has been. The country is settling rapidly, and is
in very great want of good roads. The country is
heavily timbered the whole way, except on two prai-
ries at the Wabash, and except where improvements
have been made."

Speaking of the conntry between Indianapolis and
Richmond he proceeds, "The quality of the soil is
good mostly very rich ; principally clay, of a dark
color ; frequently intermixed with sand in various
proportions, and occasionally with sand and gravel.
The larger proportion however i clay, rich with ve-

getable decomposition and susceptible of supporting a
dense population. The forest is thick and heavy ; the
prevailing timber, beech, sugar tree, hickory, elm,
ash, walnut, buckeye, poplar, white ash, sycamore,
&.c." The St. Louis and Cincinnati railway will run
parallel with the National Road throughout the State,
and through a country, one third of which, eighteen
years ago, when the above was written, still belonged
to the general government. Taking the twenty counties
(Table A.) along the line of the road whose trade in
whole or in part must centre upon it, and whose area
about equals a 8 rip twenty-fiv- e miles wide on either
6ide of the road from the eastern to the western boun-

dary of the State, they embrace about 7,500 square
miles, with a population in 1840 of 230,H)0, and which
in 1843 will be 320,000 wiuls. Their assessed value of
real and personal property in 1846, was $t 10,802,234.
It embraces about 4,800,000 acres of land, giving fif-

teen acres to each inhabitant, and forty-tw- o of these to
every square mile, being probably less than one-fif- th

of the population which it has the capacity of pros-

perously sustaining, " This calculation takes in no
part of Ohio.

The Cincinnati Daily Chronicle ' peaF.ing of the
Mississippi basin of which this constitutes a part,
says very justly, "Tn this vast region there is very
little space occupied by mountains marshes or lakes,
incapable of production. Almost the whole surface is
arable. These great facts taken in connection with
its locality in the midst of the temperate zone; deter-
mine the conclusion, that this great American basin
is capable of producing more grain, and consequent-
ly, maintaining more people than any other equal
space on earth. So far as our cultivation has extend-
ed, the practical result corresponds with this theory,
deducod from geographical facts." Not to look be-

yond the limited ecope of country here designated,
whose traffic must be attracted to this great thorough-
fare when completed, how vast are the advantages to
accrue to the people destined to occupy it, by the proxi-
mity which it will establish between them and a ready
market ! The 4,3ÖJ,0-X- ) acres of land within these
limits, assessed at present at an average of $2 16 per
acre, would, under the stimulus which would be im-

parted by this road in calling forth the industry and
enterprise of the country, enhance in value to at least
double its present one, in ten years, augment its an-

nual productions during the same time in a similar
ratio, and swell its population equal to that of the
whole State in 1310. And yet an enhanced value of
fifty cents an acre on this amount of land would re-

imburse the outlay necessary to construct the rond at
15,000 a mile, the whole distance through the State.
Again : suppose the road to be finished in 1919, and

Essumc the population to increase thereafter at the ratio
of ten per cent, per annum on 320,000, the amount in I

1310, and that the road 6hall benefit each individual j

included, one dollar a year, from the increased price at
which he misht sell the products of the country and
the reduced one at which he would purchase his sup-
plies, or in any other way, this would economize an
amount in seven years equal to the cost of the road as
above. '

The advantages of railways are eo striking, that the
whole country is destined to be traversed with them ;
and as Mr. Merrill in his last report on the Madison
and Indianapolis railroad remarks : "Were we to

our eyes to the great changes which railroads
must effect in this country, we should not in tbe least
obstruct their progress. They will give the first news
and tbe advantage of favorable turns in the market,
to those in their vicinity, and the rapidity and cer-

tainty with which wants can be supplied from a dis-

tance, will effect many changes in the currents of bu-

siness, lessen the slock which the merchant and man-

ufacturer must keep on hands, bring to the door of
the latter the raw material, take from it his work, and
will in fact draw out all the resources which a rich
soil and enterprising populatioa are capable of devel-

oping." . The numerou improvement made- - since
their first introduction in' engines, cars, &c, has ex-

ceeded all anticipations, end supposing no farther im
provement practicable, experience has demonstrated
their decided superiority to every other mode of travel
and transport, and that they are destined to supercede
rivers and canals for this purpose. I, Edgar Thomp-
son in a report to the directors of the Georgia R. K.
aays ; "I can now state trt'fA confidence, that 'wher-

ever the transportation is of a mixed character, such
as agricultural products, general merchandise , and
passengers', and sufficiently largo to Justify the con-

struction of a good railway, railways will be found to
be not only the most expeditious, but th cheapest
XSriTtaXLUlJLOT C0XVETANCE ALRiiDTrxcr.vy."

However numerous and important the benefits may
be to those living along the line of this ro&d, they are
cr.ee eded probably by thuse to result lo yersons living

1
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Ltli aud Cincinnati road wll form a link in a rhain
f railways to connect through the Mississippi, is'ew 1J

, t .1.1 . ... It. 'urieans w.ui me eastern aiunlie cilu-s- , will Oe ex- -
tended from the river westward an indefinite di.

. . .: .1 1 i : i iiriuuiaiics iu lite uiii oiiu itii, iuu, hhc ujai
miehtv current rolling his waterr treasures to the
ocean, will 'pour, in an uuremittiug stream, the ex- -
changeable wealth of half a continent on the Atlantic
coast, to receive in. return., tbe diversified maaufac- -
tures and productions if other hemispheres

Uninterrupted railway communication already ex
ists from Cumberland to Boston, and the immediate
extension of it from the former place to the Ohio ri-

ver has been resolved upon by the stockholders of the
Baltimore and Ohio railroad, to terminate at Pitts-
burgh, or some point belqw-.o- n the Ouio river, and
perhaps both. In the event it should take the route
to Pittsburgh, its further extension through Ohio, to
connect with the Cleveland and Cincinnati railroad,
may be looked for in a short time, steps having al-

ready been taken towards effecting this object in ma-
ny counties on and adjacent to its route. On the
other hand, if the stockholders of. the Baltimore and
Ohio railroad shall determine to make some other

oint their terminus on the Ohio, as for instance
Parkersburg, their preferred point, the connection
with Cincinnati will be made as above, tlirough Ma-

rietta, Athens and Chillicothe, a shorter and cheaper
route; and if Fish Creek, twelve miles north of this
be the point, the extension will probably take place
through Zanesville, Columbus and Xenia, as the most
desirable route to Cincinnati. And should this rail,
road reach the Ohio river at any other point than
Pittsburgh, which at present seems probable, tbe capi-
talists of Pittsburgh, ready to invest their capital to
extend the Baltimore and Ohio railroad to that point,
have evinced their determination tocornmenceatoncs
the construction of a railroad to, and through Ohio,
to control the western trade, which would find an out-
let from that city to the atlantic. through the Penn-
sylvania canal, or the contemplated extension to
Pittsburgh of the Philadelphia and Harrisburh rail-
road. . By giving us a choice of routes to reach the
coast, and a choice of markets there, these last would
be the best arrangement for us, and would materially
shorten the distance through the southern points nam-
ed, from Cincinnati to the atlantic cities.

Taken in connection with these roads projected and
completed by which communication is opened us to
the eastern cities, it will be seen at once that tbe Cin-

cinnati and Sr. Louis railroad is a scheme fraught
with results to this Sta'e, more important than any
other ever seriously agitated within its limits. How
few of us tau realize tbe important fact, that move
ments are now taking place, which ia the space of
five years, will place us for the facility or intercourse
and of traffic as near the city of New York, as we
are, at present, near Cincinnati. That a man should
be walking Broadway, N. York, in forty hours after
he shall have left Washington street, Indianapolis;
or that he can have 1000 barrels of flour at the same
place sixty hours after he shall have ordered them
from the State of Indiana, looks like impossibility,
but will be practicable within the time above named.
This mighty agent, annihilating time and space, will
place the gardens of the west in the suburbs of Balti-
more, Philadelphia, New York and Boston, and make
Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, dc, the agricul-
tural States of the Union, at the expense of those north
and cast of the Alh'ghanies. While it equalizes the
exchanges, it will also equalize the value of the pro-

perty of the country; and the boundaries of States
will have less to distinguish them, in. the diversity of
the manners and customs of their inhabitants, than
the faint divisions of county lines, at present, in a
single State. 9

It is manifest that a revolution in the business opTT

erations of the country is impending over it, such a
no man dreamed of ten years ago. Up to the present
time, tlio.se living uon water courses navigable by
steamboats, have enjoyed advantages over other liv-

ing remote from them, that have earned them forward
in a rapid and steady course of improvement, in rpite
of other disadvantages in the shape of having a great-
ly less productive soil, in many instances, and a coun
try not adapted to cultivation to the same extent ; aud i

it has never entered into the calculations of either of
them, to suppose it practicable for any means, natural
or artificial, to deprive them of the advantages of
tins relatively superior position, jjtu in nu numan
probability this unforeseen transposition in the lo
calities of parties, must ere long ba eUablisiied, and
those hitherto chosen people.be compelled to exchange
advantages with others, for the perpetuation of which
they have relied upon the guaranty of niture. It has
been demonstrated from extensive experience and ob-

servation, that railway travel and transport, is cheap-
er, safer and much more expeditious for passengers or
valuable merchandise, than that by steamboats or ca- -

nals, and not subject to the interruptions, delays and j

uncertainty incident to the lattT, by the frosts of j

winter or the heats of summer.
In a report made by a select committee to the leg-

islature of Massachusetts in 133, when having under
consideration aid to the western railroad, from Boston
to Albany, the superiority of railway to all oth-

er inland communications is forcibly set forth in the
following passage ; "Railways have universally cre-

ated the meany of their own sustenance, and have
drawn to their tracks employment for their motion.

If ibe beneficence of providence had hollowed a charl-n- el

from Boston to the western Lakes, and poured the
floods of those inland seas, eastward to the ocean, the
blessings would have been too great for sufficient gra-

titude, as they would have beeu beyond all computa-
tion. The river swelled by tributary streams from
every valley, would have scattered wealth along its
course. For all practicable purposes, the invention cf
art bestows better advantages, ana mrnisnes commu-
nication made more easy and certain, than the bounty
of nature could give. During the step winter of our
climate, the rivers are closed one third of the year
with ice, in summer they are cxhaiwted for nearly an
equal period ; their navigation is bounded by the hills
that supply their fountains. The railway is neither
locked by cold, nor dried up by heat, nor confined by
ridges, stretching- out its arms to every town and
village, it may be extended beyond the highland bar
riers of Water passage, and beyond the la.Kes, until its
iron hanjj cjagp together in a net-wo- rk of improve
ment, overspreading the whole union. mis roaa
has since been completed, rnak.ng 200 miles from Al-

bany to Boston, at the gross sum tf 10,292,893, or
$51.464 per mile; aud with eleven miles of heavy
erade. tans the New York canal, carries flour the
whole distance for twenty cents a barrel, other freight
and passengers in proportion, and declares large an-

nual dividend on the capital invested. - ,

This spirit of enterprise instead of being exhausted
by pushing her improvements to the lakes, has only
been stimulated into more energetic acuvuy, oy me
success which has rewarded her efforts hitherto; and
far from beins satisfied with its original inten
tion of opening channels through which to sweep the
commerce of the lakes into the Atlantic cities, it
seeking to extend its arm into our midst, and whilst
scattering wealth with one hand, gathering our aur-pl- us

productions with the other. And this, not by

the single effort of a single city, acting securely from

the harardof opposition or competition ; but Boston

by railroad. New York by canal and railroads, Philr
delphia by canal and railroads, Baltimore by railroad,
Virginia' by railroad, are all pressing forward in
eager rivalry to allure our. trade and become our far-
riers. These movements are being met by a corres-
ponding spirit west of the Ohio river, where railways
are already completed, or in progress of construction,
from Cincinnati to Sandusky and Cleveland on the
Lake; and charters have been procured, and public
meetings have been held in Borne tweuty "different
places in the central portions of Ohio, to take imme-

diate steps to coustructa railroad from Pittsburgh, to
form with the Cleveland and Ciuuiuuati
railway. Pittsburgh, sensible of her happy position
in reference to" many of these projected improvements,
seems in doubt whether to make her first step east-

ward or westward to gathur the harvest that wws her
in c;U.i direction, deterriiied, however, tOTfcect
Ohio at t)ieir.Statc Ijne. if he goes no farther. "As

tnt jht bt expected under such Vt&t of cireuftistance?,

nn interest, a$ deep an l reneraf, las been tot.15 d
by those Interested in these tariom enterprises', in the
project f f connecting Si. Lou '. and Ciucin.iwtti bjra.2-wa- y,

as among those residing along its iot;t3; and e$
it cons r.iclio.i mul contribute Ijrrrlr to ;1 e sources

'of. rcveni e from millions already invested. f;ir beyond
"ojr own limits, no apprehrn.ions need be f It that
means wiil be wanting for its immediate and efficient
prosecution, if proper sleps be Uken to secure them.
In the opinion of the committee, thrse P are to
fce2in itflthe-- tu ln ,:ie,0nd to the extent of
our means, commence o;crit!or.s and conJuct thchl
in a manner to inspire conhdmee in the prudent and

"

iül5Crccl nianageincnt I Ine company. .
Cut have we the ability to undertake thi entrrprit--

at this time ? This ouesticn I. as re e.wd tl,e cl est
attention of the committee: and while th. v have ho
hesitation in giving an affirmative answer to it, they
desire to place before their fellow citizens inicrerted
in the matter, the reasons "upon which they base this
opinion. A preliminary question', however, requires
to be determined. After what rlai? of road should
the Sti Louis and Cincinnati railway be constructed 1

Should it lie fiat bar or edge .rail, double "or tingle
track, stone or wooden bridges! Becanse the original
expense must, to a great extent, depend upon whirl
of these plana bendopted. , - - ,

"The general principles never to be lost t of in
determining this question are the maximum .f trafüe
and the minimum of expense." "No saving is pro-
fitable that curtails business, and no expenditure is
wise lhat does not increase it." When it is consid
ered that this road is intended to be a part of the
main channel through which the trade and travel of
the country must flow cast and west ; that it will at-

tract these from all side?, for many tnilen, and often
from the remotest parts of the Union; the immense
population west of us, whose productions will seek a
market, and whose wants will be supplied over this
road; and the tributaries from right and left that will
swell the current, how should we compute ".the maxi-
mum of its traflic!" It will be conceded tn.be sutfi
cient to warra ut the construction of the liest tlas of'ra il--
roid. "The results of experience abundantly
that wherever it is an object to construct a railway
it ia to the last degree desirable to obtain a heavy
rail. On several roads where a light b:ir was origin-
ally laid, it has been replaced by one better adapted
safely to permit rapid travelling, to sustain tbe seer3
shocks incident to a heavy trade, and to admit of con-

stant and economical use." Jn a report of the Direc-
tors of the New York and Erie Railroad Comjwiny to
the stockholder, February 3, IS 10, the following lan
guage is heid in reference to these same inuisidtTntions
as applied to that rne.il, the trade f which is similar
to that which will .centre upon the St. Louis and Cin-
cinnati railway! "It was believpd that with a plate
rail the road would be wholly inadequate to the travel
and transport which it ought, and if projferly con-
structed, assuredly would command; that it would be
unsafe for passengers would be rubject to enormous
expense for repairs, and could not be economically
used for the conveyance of tonnage; wherea? with a
heavy rail, it would be competent to all its oljts
could be worked with economy would requite but a
moderate expense for repairs, and would be so much'
more productive and valuable, as to justify the confi-
dence necessary to render. it easier to accomplish its
construction on the plan of an enlarged expenditure
than to carry out that originally, proposed." t The plan
'originally prnpo-fd- " wos to build a cheaper road,

without regard to the busings likely to be draw;n to it
when in successful operation. It Is believed that
reason and experience concur in the policy if con-

structing a railroad to meet the. demands of a great
thoroughfare in the most permanent and secure man-
ner; and with all the accesories necessary to facili-

tate rapid, convenient, and secure travel and trans- - .

Prt- - .. .. ... .
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If this be true in rrgard to the road lipon which
it is mainly predicated and which have cost from
$50,000 to S'O.O'JO per mile, it hardly admits of
question as app'ied to the St. Louis and Cincinnati
road, running as it does through a country rii.well
adapted, throughout its whole etent, to improve-
ments of this character; and where Jieavy items of
expenditure in nost eastern railroads, such as dam-
ages for right-of-way- tunneling, ..heat y grades,
curves extending distance between points, high
priced grounds for depot bui'dings, cce., mny be lit

Lpart or wholly avoided. With theie,advantag s the
tJifTerencc between the co t of a cheap and a good rail-
way is limited to the additional expenditure neces-
sary to make solid bridges, permanent superstructure?',
and heavy rails and faptehings, in place of ricke.y
bridges, flitnpy superstructure?, a rd flat bur. The
committee have therefore in thir estimnted cost tf
the read, oime'd tit. include nil the expenditures ncces--
eary for a grade cf tsventy-fou- r fee, wide, for a doub!
track, substantial masonry, slight grades, heavy et'ge
rail and suitable fastenings, dpot buildings, water
stations, snnerintendence. cn'rinc. cars; and all the

t o .. A

appurtenances necessary to the proper equipment cf
the road. lAMer!kve4l this meets the catajrory with
which they set out, of "adapting "the maximum of
ttaffic to the minimum of expense."

The distance from -- Terrc Haute, Indiana, lb the
State line, south-ea- st of Richmond, 13 miles, and
thence to Hamilton, Oiiio. S3 miles, arid from the lat-

ter place to Cincinnati, 20 mile, making the whole
distance 2Ul miles. The 2t miles between Hamilton
a Cincinnati is part of the railroad at present con-

structing between Cincinnati and Dayton, and need
not be taken into account which will leave miles
0 provide for between Hamilton and Terre Haute

charter has been granted by the legislature of Ohic
to construct the St. Louis and Cincinnati railroad from
Hamilton to the S:ate line, and another by that of
Iudiana;' to extend it frrri Faid point, on the Slate
line, lo Terre Haute. These .charters are liberal in
their provisions, and allow the prosecution- - of th

t r nrrtrfrnwo rrmrni !!r t rf .ah' i 1 V a f 1 O TTimnt
of the company may be adequate. Richmond, Indiaa
apolis, Terre Hautgu,aud Greenrastle nre.tL point
made in the road by the d arter of Indiana, all of
tl ern situated on the National Road except the
latter 31 miles north of it. The route being thus
parallel with that of the Cumberland Road throughi
out the State, the survey and estimate of this, mace
by Capt. J. Knight in 1923, affords us. data for an
approximate estimate of the cot of preparing the
road bed for the railway. It will be born in mind
that the grade of the Cumberland Road is thirty4 and
that of the railroad will be twen'y-fou- r feet:

The total expense of masonry, ch aring off timber
and grading, from the Ohio and Indiana. State line,
72J miles, to Indianapolis, is $203,429 Tl, being an
average of g:2,815 02 per mile; and thence to Terre
Haute, 70 miles, the ajrgrepate of snid expense im

217,300 76, averaging $3,532 83 per milej nmkinj
the whole distance 1421 miW, at mi aggregate ex-

pense i.f $450,730 53, or $3.174 33 per mile. 1

the report accompanying these estimates. Cap. Knijht
proceeds to say, "limestone is abundant on the east,
fork of White Water-an- d its branches in Wayno
county, in the vicinity of Richmond. .

Some are fuuud
on the waters of the wet branch, af er which, with
the exception of detached rocks ikar Blue River, lb
principal branch of Drift wood fork of White. River,
the stone for masonry will generally have to be luiuled
a considerable distance. The. price of mason work
at each point is assumed uch as the distance seemed
to warrant. The highest price estimated is $7 50
per. perch of 2-- 3 cubic feet. This price makes the
cost of the mason work of a bridge requiring 1,(J10
perc'ies, amount to $7.500; -- and there are several
bridges requiring this amount, if stone i;to be used
at all. I have calculated on usinz stone for valleys
culverts, and the under work of all bridges, and fof

isb.de-walls as heretofore The many streams which
have to be crossed swell" the item of masonry td ft.

considerable amount. . Wood might be substituted for
all the mason work, which would greatly lessen the
first cost, but the work would lack permanency, and
require more repairs. I have, therefore, proceeded
both in the location and in the estimates on the pre
sumption that the Government would prosecute the) .

construction of this road in the most permanent man
ner practicable, at any reasonable expense." -

The estimates iuclude the clearing off the timber
andL forming, the road by ditching, draining, and rala
ing tht same above the influence or inundation . of
standing or runuing water ; reducing the banks ted
acclivities, and of the necessary and proper valleyr,
culverts, walls and bridges, for the passing of water
courses, making lhe rocd convenient and safe at all
times." ' It i$ beliered that a
Large allowance has been made for these items, both
in quantity and price, and especially in quantity..
Again: "I have no doubt of this bVing a very full
estimate, but it must be recollected that there ar very
large streams lo cross; will be xpnsive on
account of the qnartüty "f rmbarjkmcnt ruired to

raise the road abov inundation, and almost a" w,a
'r i ." fCertefuM onfnrrik pf -- . .


