
Taylor, va. Clay. The N. --Y. Courier and En.
quirer is unequivocally in favor of Taylor as the
whig candidate for President, and Webster for Vice
President. It eays

"The election of Taylor and Webster would not
only insure us a wiae and successful administration
of the govennent for the next four years, but it will
contain a promise likewise for the hereafter four
years; for nobody can doubt but that, in such au
event, Daniel Webster, if living, would succeed Gen.
Taylor."

On the other hand, the Tribune, is still for Clay
and against Taylor. It observes :

"ilr. Clay has long been the acknowledged leader
of the whig party ; was its last candidate for Presi-
dent, and barely, unfairly defeated; is more beloved,
esteemed, and confided in by the whigs to-d- ay than
any other can be. He has been suggested in various
quarters as the whig candidate next time, but has not
signified his assent. He says he shall not be a can-

didate unless there shall be a call upon him which
shall render it his duty to accept Gen. Taylor a
man utterly unknown as a whig or as a civilian in
any way, until within the last year or so has also
been proposed. He declines to ariswer questions cal-

culated to test Li devotion to whig principles; de-

clines to say that he will abide the choice of a whig
national convention, or of the whig party, in any
way ; declines to say he will support Sir. Clay, if
nominated ; but 6ays he will run anyhow, nominated,
or not n iwinated, whig candidate or no whig candi-

date. To suppose that Mr. Clay would, under such
circumstances, volunteer to decline in favor of Gen.
Taylor, is to pay a poor compliment to his political
integrity or his self-respect-

."

Touching the same subject, the Washington cor-

respondent of the Philadelphia Ledger, writes as fol-

lows :

"Mr. C!ay, as I have said in a former letter, has no
idea of accommodating certain politicians, and least
of oil, is he willing to make a Vice President berth
for Mr. Webster. His affections for that distinguish-
ed gentleman, are about as warm as to-da- Intelli-
gencer's welcome of his own person, and his disposi-

tion to serve him equal to his love for the man. Mr.
Clay will rally his friends to a stand on the principles
avowed by him in his Lexington speech ; but whether
he will be able to govern the convention, is quite
another question. Should he succeed in this, then it
is pretty certain three candidates will be in the field ;

should lie fail, his proud spirit will not stand rebuke,
and his blessings will not be on his deserting friends.
The rumor of Mr. Clay's withdrawal was altogether
premature, and too great a draft on his self-denia-l.

Mr. Clay is not the person to allow his friends to
chalk out a course for him ; he prefers tracing that
which his friends are to follow.

'Mr. Clay's reception was cordial somewhat sim-

ilar to the return of a prince to his own residence,
from which he was driven by a revolution and has
quite animated the hopes df the friends of restoration.
I cannot tell you when Lis case in the Supremo Court
will come on ; but that lie will argue his own case
satisfactorily, I have no manner of doubt."

Notwithstanding all this, we have little doubt that
Mr. Clay will be thrust off the track, and that the
whigs will follow in the wake of the Taylor men in
full cry. The Clay men will be obliged to support
the military hero, however much it may go against
the grain ; and the best of the joke will be, if Taylor
should be elected, they will not get the offices which
they covet so much. The Taylor men will take them
all.

A. correspondent of the Baltimore Sun, relates
the following anecdote. Some of our readers may

doubt its authenticity, but we do not. We ourselves
could relate similar incidents within our own experi
ence that would beat this all hollow, and would ap
pear altogether incredible:

We heard to-d- ay a story of a "functionary " too
good to be lost, and therefore, with permission, it
shall be jotted down. iNot long since, the "function
ary" was appointed Charge to a court in Europe. A
day or two after he received his credentials, he was
introduced to a gentleman of influence and great pop
ularity, who had been for some years theretofore one
of the most celebrated editors in the North. The
Charge asked him if it was not customary to notice
such appointments as his in the newspapers. Most
certainly. The Charge asked him if he was not the
editor of a paper. He had teen so in times past, but
now only occasionally, for amusement, penned a par
agraph or a letter for his friends. But the Charge
was duly "noticed in a newspaper of largo circula
tion, and very much to his satisfaction. Afterwards,
the gentlemen met in New ork, and the Charge in
quired if it was not "customary" for diplomatists
abroad, to subscribe for some newspaper published
at home. Most certainly, a half a dozen at least
The Chnrge thought that number too many by five.
He had an idea for subscribing for a weekly paper
Ey no means; he ought surely to take the daily paper
at all, events. No, he abided by the weekly paper,
and requested the ex-edit- or to do him a favor and see
his name and address on the books. He did so, as a
favor, and the next day proffered eighty-fiv- e cents
change from the imount given him. "No, no," said
the diplomatist, don't mention it. Keep it, keep it,
my dear sir don't you remember the notice you gave
of my appointment! It was first rate, capital! keep
it !" This is a "fixed fact."

(J7Speaking or the professional pursuits of the
members of the Legislature, the Madison Courier
eays

"The proportion of farmers is very fair, and not
more than it should be. They compose the fly wheel
in legislation keep things regular, and prevent ir-
regularities which would inevitably occur were the
majority composed of lawyers. In the foregoing
statement several are set down as farmers, who are
in reality lawyers. They perhaps own some land,
and ashamed of their real occupation, they therefore
dress themselves (though genuine Wolves,) in sheep's
clothing. There are entirely too many lawyers, quite
enough physicians, and too few mechanics too few
practical men."

The Courier may be right, but the people don't
think so. All other things being equal, they genera-

lly prefer lawyers to men of any other profession,
perhaps on the score of economy.

O--
The New York correspondent of the W. Uni-

on says Simple and yet grand is the memorial of our
victories in Mexico, now in progress of completion at
West Toint. On the most prominent front of the
Palisades, the names of "Palo Alto," "Resaca de la
Palma," "Monterey," and "Buena Vista," are cut in

colossal letters. "Vera Cruz" is nearly completed,
and the others will follow. It is difficult to conceive
a monument more expressive or more sublime the
immortal words "alone in their glory" on the face of
the eternel rocks, the sky above, and the deep Hudson !

below, forever. The boys at West Point know how to

write history as well as to make it ; and they do both

with the cold steel !

Texas. Gen. Lamar, a member of the House cf
Representatives from Lorado, has introduced the fol-

lowing resolutions into the Legislature :

"A "joint resolution protesting against the relin-

quishment to Mexico of the country south and west
.f the Ria Grande, conquered by and in possession of

the United States ; read first time.
A joint resolution, respecting the incorporation of

n portion of the conquered provinces or States of the
Republic of Mexico into the Slate of Texas, with the
consent of the United States ; read first time."

The Supreme Court of the United States has deci-

ded Irs. Gen. GaineV great land case, in her favor.
This decision renders Mr. Gaines one of the wealthi-

est persons in I he United States. The old General is
lucky in his pecuniary affairs, at least.

The Clay whigs in New York city are formally
reading out of their ranks the Taylor whig. The
T.vlnr whirr on their oarL are callintr on the masses.

The masses on their part are laughing at both of
. . .-- 1 t"v : : .'.

them; a:id wailing lor ine iemocrauc noun ua nun.

The bark Santee, which recently sailed from Eos-to- ß,

carried out a handsome and powerful Fire Engine

built by order of the Turkish Government for use at

Constantinople.

Congress.
Washington, Jan. 17.

Mr. Mangum offered resolution- - calling on the
President to lay before the Senate General Scott'
plans for prosecuting the war.

The resolutions were discussed at some length.
The Ten Regiment Bill was taken up and severely

debated.
Mr. Eutler deprecated the increase of the executive

patronage. He thought that Mexico had great cause
to complain of the terms demanded by the United
States.

Mr. Badger took the floor, and commenced speak-
ing on the Rill, when on motion the Senate went into
executive session and adjourned.

Jfmse Mr. Boyd offered a resolution to conclude
the debate on referring the President'3 Message at
3 o'cWk.

Mr. Stevens offered an amendment to postpone the
further discussion of the bill until next Monday.

The resolution as amended prevailed.
Mr. Giüii gs offered resolutions instancing the

ale of a negro in Washington City, and asking for
the appointnitnt of a select committee to inquire into
the expediency of abolishing slavery in the Ditrict
of Columbia, or of removing the capital to a free
State.

The resolutions caused some excitement, and much
disorder.

Mr. Hugh A. Haralson moved to lay the subject on
the table. The yeas and nays were called, and the
motion to lay on the table was carried yeas 94,
nays 83.

Washington, Jan. 18.
Senate. Mr. Baldwin submitted resolutions call-

ing on the President for information as to the extent
of the Mexican domain, and the power of Mexico to
cede any portion of a country to foreign governments.

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the
Ten Regiment Bill.

Mr. Badger opposed the bill, charging the war and
its immediate results to the unconstitutional act of
the President, in ordering the Army to the Rio
Grande.

Mr. Mangum's resolutions calling on the president
for Gen. Scott's plans for prosecuting the war, was
taken up.

Mr. Sevier called for the yeas and nays, which were
taken, and the resolution passed: yeas 22, nays 20.

Mr. Bagby offered resolutions denying the constitu-
tional power of the Government to improve rivers and
harb.i8, or construct internal improvements.

Mr. Foote took the floor, but gave way to a motion
to go into Executive Session, after which the Senate
adjourned.

The House occupied the day debating Mr. "Prist's
correspondence.

Washington, Jan. 19.
Ten Regiment Bill was taken up.
3Ir. Foote defended the bill earnestly, and contend-

ed that it ought to pass. He continued his speech
until the Senate adjourned.

House. Mr. Rotts, chairman of the committee on
Military Affairs, reported a bill providing for cloth-

ing volunteers; and auother relative to the wages of
regulars.

Mr. Burt, from the same committee, reported a bill
providing for disabled officers: and another providing
for enfeebled soldiers.

Mr. Vinton, chairman from the committee on Wa) s
and Means, reported a bill providing for a loan of
80.000,000 dollars.

Mr. Broaiihead desired to consider those portions of
the President's Annual Message relating to Military
affiirs. He spoke at length in opposition to the War.

Mr. McLane, of Maryland, obtained the floor, and
defended the course of the President.

Mr. Tompkins followed in a speech in opposition
to the Message of the President refusing to give the
information called for by the House.

Mr.William P. Hall, of Missouri, replied to Mr.
Tompkins in defence of the President.

Mr. Barrow obtained the floor, but gave way to a
motion to adjourn.

Hon. J. W. Davis.
Carlisle, Ind., Jan. 13, 1847.

Gentlemen I forward you the enclosed correspon
dence, and request that you will publish it in the ben-tine- l.

Your obedient servant,
JOS. W. BRIGGS.

Messrs. G. A. & J. P. Chapman, Indianapolis, Ind.

Carlisle, Ind, Jan. 12, 1843.
Hon. John W. Davis Dear Sir: As a commit-

tee on behalf of your fellow citizens of Carlisle and
vicinity, we address you. About to leave us for an
indefinite period, on a mission in behalf of the Gov-

ernment of your country, we cannot suffer you to de
part without giving some expressions to our leelingi
on the occasion. For many years you have been a
resident among us, associating with us in every day
intercourse, filling also in the country many high and
importannt stations, and we are happy to bear testi-

mony to your kindness in the one, and ability and
impartiality in the other. Your absence from us will
leave a vacuum in our society, which cannot be filled,
but our regrets will always be mingled with the ar
dent wish, that in the new sphere to which you are
called, you may discharge the duties of your station,
in a manner honorable to yourself and beneficial to
your country's interest.

As an evidence of our esteem, we would, without
distinction of party, tender you a public dinner, to be
given in Carlisle, at such time as may Euit your con-

venience before your departure.
Respectfully, you obedient servants,

JOSEPH W. BRIGGS,
JAMES K. O'HAVER,
JOHN S. DAVIS,
R. B. JENKINS,
ALEX. TRIGG, Committee.

Carlisle, Ind., Jan. 13. 1843.
Gentlemen Your kind invitation to a public din-

ner has been received by me, and it is with feelings
of deep regret that I find pressing engagements will
compel me to decline it. A United Slates ship will
be waiting fur me at New York by the first of Febru-

ary, destined to convey me to China, as the represen-
tative of this government; and I feel it incumbent on
me, not to permit any delay that is in my power to
avoid, and shall therefore find pressing demands for
every moment of my time from this until I am ready
to set out on my journey.

I beg to return to you, gentlemen, and through you
to my neighbors and friends, whom you represent, my
sincere thanks for this manifestation of their kind-

ness and good feeling towards me. I shall ever cher-
ish it as among the most marked of public favors ;
and coming as it loes from those who have known
me best, adds not a little to its value. For the kind
terms in which you are pleased to allude to my past
services, I can only say that I exercised the power
you gave me to the best of my judgment, always
keeping in view the responsibility of the representa-
tive to his constituents ; and to have the approbation
of such as my late constituency is my highest ambi-

tion.
In conclusion, permit me to 6ay, that throughout a

long and in all probability an eventful journey, I shall
always bear in mind the many favors 1 have received
from my kind neighbors; and while I lire, will re-

member, that to "them and adjacent friends, I am in-

debted for everything.
I beg that Heaven may long preserve in happiness

and prosperity, you, gentlemen, and those you repre-
sent. Your obliged friend,

JOHN. W. DAVIS.
To Joseph W. Briggs, James K. O'Haver, John S.

Davis, R. B. Jenkins and Alex. Trigg, Committee.

New Counterfeit Beware. A counterfeit $10
on the Lafayette Bank of Cincinnati, (old plate,)
made its appearance in several parts of the city yes-
terday. It is a perfect fac simile of the genuine note

engraving as well executed, and as likely to de-

ceive, as the counterfeit $3 on the same bank that ap-

peared last year. The filling up and signatures are
not so well done, and persons to whom $10's on the
bank are offered should look well to this feature of
them particularly. Cin. Gazelle.

Counterfeits. Within a few days, our brokers
have had returned to them several packages of paper
of the New Haven (Conn.) Bank, which they had re-

mitted to New York. The notes $5 were pro-

nounced counterfeit. They were printed on the ori-

ginal plate, for the use of the bank, and the impres-
sions are supposed to hare been stolen. It is almost
impossible to discover the fraud. The whole issue of

'five dollar notes of this bank should be rejected by

business men. St. Ijniis Repub. Dec. 29.

(V7 Major J. McMickin, of PoltsviJle, Pa., has re- -

reived the appointment of post-mast- er of the city of
Mexico, with a salary of 811X1 per year.

Tcto of tlielVIiite Witter Canal Loan
Hill.

To the House of Representatives cf the General As-

sembly of Ike Slate cf Indiana.
Gentlemen: The nceuminying bill entitled "an

act in relation to that portion f me Northern Divi-

sion of the Central Canal, which lies between Eroad
Ripple in Marion county, nuJ Wnver'y in Morgan
county," was passi d at the last session of the Gene- - I

ral Assembly; but not having been prejented to me
uutil within "five day" (indeed less than twenty four
hours) t-- f the final adjournment of that session, and
the intermediate time not being sufficient fcr such a
consideration of the bill, as 6ome of its provisions
seemed clearly to demand, it was held over as author-
ized by the constitution, and is now respectfully re-

turned to the house iu which it originated, with the
objections which have constrained me to withhold my
approval. of the same.

Passing by the previous section of the bill, a few
remarks will first be submitted in telatiun to The 20th
section. That section provides "that it shall be law-
ful for the treasurer of Slate to loan to the White
Water Valley Canal company, the State revenue col-

lected and to be collected for the year 1S4G, in the
counties of Wayne, Rush, Henry, Fayette and Frank-Ji- n,

for the terra of five years, provided said company
shall give good and ample security, for the full pay-
ment of said - principal and six. per cent interest per
annum until paid."

By the act approved on the 20th of January 1342,
entitled "an act to incorporate the White water val-

ley canal company," the Slate transferred to that
company, all its rights to the line of the White water
valley, canal, from the Ohio river to the National
Road, all materials procured and privileges obtained,
therefor, and all expenditures which the Stute had
made thereon; provided the company should complete
the canal within five years from the first of March
1342, to Cambridge city, and that the State should
have the privilege of redeeming the canal after the
period of fifteen years from its completion by paying
to the company the full amount of their expenditures
in its construction. The company was also empow-
ered to fix and regulate the amount of, and receive all
the tolls and charges on the canal, to make their own
regulations and by-law- s, and if broken, to sue upon
them in any competent court for their own use and
benefit. It appears further that the Slate had expend-
ed upou the canal, before it was transferred to the
present company, more than one million of dollars,
($1,101,224 22) as appears by the Auditor's Report
of the 22d of November, 1842, communicated to the
ensuing legislature.

In return for all this, the State was not to receive
any share of the profits or any thing else for the
first fifteen years afier the completion of the canal,
and after that period, the company, first retaining
eight per cent, clear of all expenses, on the whole of
their stock in the canal, were only to leave to the
Slate the overplus, if any there should happen there-
after to be. When it is further considered that the
sum expended upon the canal by the State before its
transfer, was more than double the amount since ex-

pended by the company in its completion, it will be
admitted that the State has, by the terms and condi-
tions of their disposing of the canal, shewn no lack
of liberality towards the company. Cut in addition
to this, a loan is now sought from the Slate, by the
company under the present bill, for the term of five
years, of an amount i f State revenue, which (as com-

puted in the Auditor's Report of Nov, 3, 1S4G) ex-

ceeds fifty thousand dollars.
Ey the ISth section of the company's charter, the

president and directors of said company or any agent
by them lawfully authorized, were empowered to ne
gotiate loans, and for the payment thereof on such
terms as should be agreed upon, the bonds of the com
pany were to be given, which when duly issued were
to be a valid lien upon all the stock and effects of said
company in the order of their issue, and all the effects
of the company both real and personal, were pledged
for the punctual payment of the interest on said bonds
and their ultimate redemption. It thus appears that
by the act of transfer, the company was empowered to
contract debts which would be prior liens upon all

. . . ... ...Itheir property. At the time ot the passage ot the
bill under consideration, bonds of the company to the
amount of more than $112,00!), had been issued, and
were outstanding and unpaid; and if the canal and
corporate property should be pledged to the State as
a security for the loan contemplated to be made, un
der this bill, it would become a qnestion, whether
such security would be satisfactory, incumbered as is
by so large a debt which must first be paid. It ap
pears to me indeed, to be an objectionable lea
ture of the present bill, that it does not prescribe in a
more definite manner, the kind of security that should
be given.

Since the adjournment of the last legislature by
certain proceedings in chancery, Instituted by one
Henry Vallette, as the complainant in the circuit
court of the United States for Ohio, against said cum
pany it appears that bonds (of those above mentioned,)
to the amount of $112,000, dated January 1, 1845,
were held to be liens preferable to any which the
company could subsequently give, and an injunction
was granted by the Judje of that court at his chambers
in Cincinnati, on the 2oth of September last, prohibit
ing the company from doing certain acts prejudicial
to the claim of the complainant, and requiring them
to make report of th ir receipts and expenditures to
said court from time to time, until the whole of the
demand shall be discharged. Since that time it is
understood that the works of the company have been
again injured by a flood, and while the looses thus
occasioned are much to be regretted, a due regard for
the paramount interest of the State, requires that
these losses should be considered as seriously dimin-
ishing the means of the company, and as impairing
the security which the canal itself might otherwise
have afforded for the repayment of the loan.

But another and still more serious objection to this
section of the bill arises from tho fact that at the last
two sessions of the legislature, acts were passed pro-

viding for the final satisfaction of the State debt, up-

on terms too requiring no increase of taxes for that
purpose, and for that very reason, making all the
available meani in the treasury, necessary to carry
the arrangement into effect. The means would have
been amply sufficient to meet the first instalment of
interest payable under this arrangement in July last,
had it not been for several extraordinary appropria-
tions made at the last session of the legislature.
Owing to this circumstance, the Agent of State was
compelled to borrow temporarily, a 6tnall balance, to
enable him to meet the interest under positive re-

quirements of law. Had the contemplated loan been
made to the White Water Valley c inal company, it
is manifest from what has already been said, that it
would have been necessary for the State to have im-
mediately turned round nnd borrowed the same
amount elsewhere,' to make up the deficiency, occa-
sioned by such loan. Would not such a loan, at that
particular time, have been calculated to shake the con-

fidence of the State's creditors, in the faith of our
late legislation, and would not its tendency have been
to prevent the surrender of any bonds after the 1st of
July last, and of thereby throwing the one half of them
upon the Wabash &, Erie canal for satisfaction!
Enough bonds had been surrendered under that ar-

rangement, by the day last named, to cause it to go into
operation as the law of the land, and that being the
case, even those originally opposed to the arrange-
ment itself, would be rejoiced to see as much of our
State debt surrendered and satisfied under it as possi-
ble. Indeed, it would seem, that the leading objec-
tion to the arrangement was that but few bond holders
comparatively, would surrender under its provisions.
and thus controlling the catiaj, leave the large body of
our creditors unprovided lor. While it is gratifying to
find that these fears are now shown to have been
without substantial foundation, yet, it is apprehended,
if the State by making the loan sought by the present
bill, had been compelled to go into the market as a
borrower, to get the money wherewith to meet the
first interest due on the surrendered bonds, it would
have materially checked, if not entirely prevented the
surrender of any more. '

The success of the plan which had been adopted
for the arrangement of the State bebt, depended upon
the surrender, by the voluntary choice of the holders
of the bonds, which were outstanding; and there was
strong reason to apprehend that a measure of this
kind would have created a drstrust in the minds of
the bond holders of the faithful application of the
State revenue to the payment of the interest under
the new arrangement, and thus have induced them
to' a great extent to withhold their
Both sound policy and good faith therefore required
that the means of the State should be carefully hus-

banded to meet the new engagements she hud made,
especially at a time when she waa struggling earnest-
ly to relieve herself from the financial embarassments
under which she had been so long, and (in the esti

mation of many) hopelessly depressed. At such a
time, it appears to me that too much caution cannot
be observed in the adoption of any measure having a
tendency to divert the resources of the State, and thus
prevent the accomplishment of this most desirable
object.

The citizens of the State at large have cheerfully
submitted to a State tax, rated as high as they could
well bear, for the avowed purpose of paying the in-

terest upon the public debt, and thus relieving them-

selves and the common wealth from the stigma of in-

solvency or repudiation. If the loan now asked from
the State should be greater, it necessarily follows that
the tax payers of the State at large, including those
of the Whitewater Valley, must be assessed as much
more as will make up the deficiency. Are we sure
that we have their consent to this? But it is not
probable that this would long be the only deficiency of
th s kind to be thus supplied. If we have derived any
one truth from the lessons of experience, of the last
Ihirteen years in this State, it is that the grant of the
favor now sought, would stimulate and encourage si-

milar applications from other quarters. It would be
plausibly urged that each part of the State is as much
entitled to be favored as the others, and it is quite
doubtful if the precedent would not lead to a vicious
and dangerous system of legislative expenditures, by
excitinir combinations of sectional interests for the
purpose of aiding each other in procuring contribu
tions from the treasury. Similar influences and a si
milar policy once brought our young State to the brink
of ruin, from which we are just extricated, and it is
hoped we may avoid the seductive whirlpool of debt
and insolvency hereafter.

It is true it may be said that this is only a loan, but
experience has proven that public money, invested in
whatever manner in a private enterprise, is but too
frequently surrendered, or otherwise ultimately lost.

But there 19 another view of this question, which,
a a a

in my judgement, is equally conclusive against it.
There is at this time, beyond doubt, a larger amount
of capital, in the hands of enlerprizing individuals,
in the tinted States than at any former period of our
history. The security intended to be given by the
company for the proposed loan, whether by a pledge
of the profits of the canal or otherwise, is either good
or it is bad. If it be a bad security, the money of
the people ought not to be lent upon it ; and if it be
good, there will be no difficulty in procuring the loan
from capitalists. And it is gratifying to reflect that
the failure of the bill now under consideration to be-

come a law at the last session, did not prevent the
completion of the repairs on the canal, for which the
loan was sought. The same considerations, it is
hoped, will enable the company to effect the repairs
required by a more recent injury.

The remaining sections of the bill are mainly occu-

pied in relation to that part of the northern division
of the Central Canal, and which is indicated by its
title.

The 8th section appropriates all money due from
lessees of water power thereon, and the further sum
of fifteen thousand dollars from the treasury for re
pairs. As an expenditure equal to making these re
pairs was already authorized by the act of the Gene'
ral Assembly, approved January 13, 1846, if in the
opinion or the Jecretary, Treasurer and Auditor it
was deemed indispensible to repair any unusual
breach therein, it did not become necessary for me to
decide as to the appropriation by the present bill. The
expenditure would have been made, it is presumed,
whether the present bill had been approved or not.
will merely remark, however, thnt the statement of
the Auditor in his annual report of this session, "that
the State officers, after mature deliberation, and tcilh
the sanction of the Governor, determined that they
could not discharge their duties' without authorizing
the Agent to proceed to let out the work for repairs
and bring it into use as booh as possible, could hardly
Irave been intended to mean more than my legal opin
ion as an irdividual as to the meaning of the act of
January 13, 116; for it is clear I had no official
sanction to give, by the terms of the law, to make it
operative, and still less could my sanction be claimed
for the mode that was adopted for making the repairs,
as I gave my opinion in favor of dividing the work
into smaller jobs, as being calculated to finish the re
pairs sooner and cheaper, than by the system of large
contracts. I also advised a somewhat longer notice
so as to invite a latger competition. My advice
was adopted, I believe, only so far as to extend the
time three days longer, for commencing operations.
Having no legal control in the matter, my opinion
was only advisory, and as 1 had no practical skill in
the subject, it was given with deference. The matter
is now referred to (after what has been said) only for
the purpose of placing myself right m the premises,
not for the purpose of censuring others.

Before dismissing this subject, I would respectfully
recommend that in appointing commissioners to hear
and settle all matters in controversy between the
State and the lessees of water power on the Central
Canal, as provided in the first part of the bill, provi
sion be also made that the assent of the lessees to the
arrangement be severally ascertained, that the com
missioners, or others authorized to make new con
tracts with the lessees, by which the latter shall be
empowered and required to take charge of and keep
the canal in repair at their own expense, until needed
by the State for purposes of navigation, in considera-
tion that the present amount of their rent shall un-

dergo a reasonable and corresponding reduction. I be
lieve such a change might be made as would be far
more advantageous to all parties concerned, than the
present plan. It is respectfully suggested too, that
provision be mode that no settlement reported by the
commissioners, nor any new or modified contract
made by them, be regarded as valid until confirmed
by the legislature, or some other tribunal. This
seems to be required no less by the interest of the
parties, than as an act of justice to the feelings and
motives of the commissioners themselves.

In conclusion, the regret I have felt in differing in
opinion on the important questions involved in this
bill, has been greatly lessened by the reflection, that
the canal repairs therein contemplated have been ef-

fected, and it is trusted as well and as early as though
the b.ll had been approved ; and in the further reflec
tion, that it is yet competent for a bare majority of
the members elected in each House to pass it, not
withstanding my dissent.

JAMES WHITC0MB.
December 7th, 1917.

Dinner to Gens. Quitman and Shields. The din-

ner given to those gentlemen in Washington, was a
brilliant affair. The speeches and sentiments, as
published in the National Intelligencer, indicate how

strong is the determination to uphold the honor of the
country despite all tory counsels. As we bave not
room for a detailed account of what occurred at the
table, we copy the following from the Baltimore Sun:

The speeches of Mr. Dallas, Mr. Ruchanan, and
Mr. Reverdy Johnson, of Maryland, were distin-
guished by great fervor, tact and eloquence. The lat-

ter gentleman, with his iron-ca- st countenance, spoke
words of fire, when he declared that, though a whig,
he was an American, and believed the war a just war,
and the duty of a patriot to prosecute it with vigor.
And he said this not only on a festive, occasion over
the cup, but would prove his sincerity by his course
in the Senate. And he did this, not individually, but
in accordance with the sentiments of his State, which
would not permit him to represent her, did he enter-
tain different sentiments. Mr. Johnson's style of ora-
tory was solemn, impressive and determined, as is the
man, and produced immense sensation.' He was re-

peatedly cheered and at last sat down, literally over-
whelmed with applanse. Gen. Quitman and Shields,
each, in turn addressed the andience; but the Irish
descent of Gen. Shields proved his power of eloquence
to be superior to those of his fellow officer.

Mr. Dallas, in his speech on Friday evening last,
paid a beautiful compliment to the leading Generals
of our army; and that "old Zack with his white
horse," came in for a respectable share. This was
in excellent taste, and well received by the company.
Gen. Shields pronounced a fine eulogy on General
Scott, and after the health of that General, that of
Gen. Worth waa drunk with great enthusiasm.

The Town of Lawrence. The Lawrence (Mass.)
Courier, Extra, contains a history and description of
that town, with a map on a large scale. The first
building was erected in 1345. There are now incor-
porated companies in the town with capitals amount
ing to $,0tK),lK)0, for manufacturing purposes. In
trie course of the last year 7,735,000 bricks were laid.
There are eieht religious societies in the town.

Expensive Slander. At East Cambridge, Mass.,
on Friday week, a Mr. Jennison, obtained a verdict
for $1,Ü"JÖ, Rgainst Mr. White, in an action fr slan-

der.- The defendant called the plaintiff a thief.

President's Message,
0 RETURN OF SANTA ANNA TO MEXICO.
T the House of lleprestntatives of the V. Stales :

1 have carefully considered the resolution of the
House of Represent itives of the 4th instant, request-
ing the President to communicate to that House "any
instructions which may have been given to any of the
ofiicers of the army or navy of the United States, or 10

ot her nersons. in recrarrl to t ie return of President
General Lopez de Santa Anna.or any other Mexicin. e.n

to the republic of Mexico, prior or subsequent to the.1"
order of the President or Secretary of War, issued!
in January, 184b, for the march of the army from the- case
Nueces river across 'the stupendous deserts' which
intervene to the Rio Grande; that the date of nil
tuch instructions; orders, and correspondence be set
forth, together with the instructions and orders issued
to Mr. Slidell, at any time prior or subsequent to his of
departure for Mexico, as minister plenipotentiary of
the United States to that republic," and requesting
the President also to "communicate all the orders and State
correspondence of the government in relation to the the
return of Gen. Paredes to Mexico." of

I transmit, herewith, reports from the Secretary of
State, the Secretary of War, and the Secretary of the Per
Navy, with the documents accompanying the same,

needwhich contain all the information in the possession of
the Executive which it is deemed compatible with the
public interests to communicate. theFor further information relating to the return of
Santa Anna to Mexico, I refer you to my annual mes-
sage of December 8th, 1946. The facts and conside-
rations stated in that message induced the order of pealsthe Secretary of the Navy to the commander of our
squadron in the Gulf of Mexico a copy of which is
herewith communicated. This order was issued sim be
ultaneously with the order to blockade the coasts of
Mexico, both bearing date the 13th of May, 1946,
the day on which the war with Mexico was recognis-
ed by Congress. It was issued solely upon the views re
of policy presented in that message, and without any
understanding on the subject, direct or indirect, with
Santa Anna or any oilier person.

General Parades evaded the vigilance of our com-
bined forces by land and sea, and made his way back tho
lo Mexico from the exile to which he had been driven,
landing at Vera Cruz, after that city and the castle of'
San Juan d'Ulioa were in our military occupation, as
will appear from the accompanying reports and docu-
ments.

The resolution calls for "the instructions and or-

ders issued to Mr. Slide!! at any time prior or subse
quent to his departure to Mexico as Minister Plenipo
tentiary of the United States to that republic." The
customary and usual reservation contained in calls
of either house of Congress upon the Executive fur
information relating to our intercourse with foreign
nations has been omitted in the resolution before me. the
The call of the House is unconditional. It is, thatthe

information requested be communicated, and thereby ties
be made public ; whether, in the opinion tf the Exec
utive, who is charged by the constitution with the
duty of conducting negotiations with foresn powers.
Fuch information, when disclosed, would be prejudicial and
to tire public interests or not. It has been a subject
ct serious deliberation with me, whether I could, con
sUtently with my constitutional duty and rny sense of
Wie public interests involved and to be afiected by it.
violate an important principle, always heretofore held
sacred by my predecessors, as I should do by a cum
pliance with the request of the House.

President ashiugton, in a message to the House
or Representatives of the 30th of March, 1796, de-

clined to comply with a request contained in a reso
lution of that body, to lay before them "a copy of the
instructions to the minister of the United States who
negotiated the treaty with the King of Great Britain'

"together with the correspondence and other docu
ments relative to the said treaty, excepting such of
the said papers as any existing negotiations may ren
der improper to be disclosed." In assigning his rea
sons for declining to comply with the call, he declared
lhat "the nature of,foreign negotiations requires cab R.
tion, and their success must often depend on secresy ;
and even when brought to a conclusion, a full disclo for
sure of all the measures, demands, and eventual con
cessions, which may have been proposed or contem
plated, would be extremely impolitic; for this might
have a pernicious influence on uture negotiations, or
produce immediate inconveniences, perhaps danger
and mischief, in relation to other powers. Tlie ne-

cessity

to
inof such caution and 6ecresy was one cogent

reason for vesting the power of making treaties in the
President, with the advice and consent of the Senate
the principle on which that body was formed, confin
ing it to a mall number of members. To admit, then.
a right in the House of Representatives to demand,
and to have, as a matter of course, all the papers re
specting a negotiation with a foreign power, would
be tostablish a dangerous precedent." In that case
the instructions and documents called for related to
treaty which had been concluded and ratified by the
President and Senate, and the negotiations in relation
to it had been terminated. There was an express
reservation, too, "excepting" from the call all such
papers as related to "any existing negotiations"
which it might be improper to disclose. In that case.
President Washington deemed it to be a violation of
an important principle, the establishment of a "dan-
gerous precedent," and prejudicial to the public inter-
ests, to comply with the call of the House. of

Without deeming it to be necessary, on the pres-
ent occ&sion, to examine or decide upon the other as
reasons assigned by him, for his refusal to communi-
cate the information requested by,the House, the one
which is herein recited is, in my 'judgment,, conclu-
sive

any
in the case Under consideration.

Indeed, the objections ta complying with the request of
of the House, contained in the resolution before me, the

allare much stronger than those which existed in the
case of the resolution of 1796. This resolution calls
for "the instructions and orders" to the minister of out

the
the United State to Mexico, which relate to negotia-
tions which have not been terminated, and which may for

be resumed. The information called for, respects ne-

gotiations
be

which the United States offered to open with are

Mexico immediately preceding the commencement of of
ter

the existing war. Ine instructions given to the min-

ister of the United States relate to the differences be-

tween
the

the two countries, out of wr.ich the war grew,
and the terms of adjustment which we were prepar-
ed

the

to offer lo Mexico in our anxiety to prevent the
war. These differences still remain unsettled ; and
to comply with the call of the House, would be to
make public, through that channel, and to communi-

cate to Mexico, now a public enemy engaged in war,
information which could not fail to produce serious
embarrassment in any future negotiation between the
two countries.

I have heretofore communicated to Congress all the
the

correspondence of the minister of the United States
to Mexico, which, in the existing state of our rela-

tions
is

with that republic, can, in my judgment, be at
this time communicated without serious injury to the
public interest.

Entertaining this conviction, and with a sincere de-

sire to furnish any information which may be in the
possession of the Executive Department, and which
either house of Congress may at any time request, I
regard it to be my c institutional right, and my sol-

emn duty, under the circumstances of this case, to de-

cline a compliance with the request of the House,
contained in their resolution.

JAMES K. POLK.
Washington, Jan. 12,1843.

07-T- he Washington Union of the 10th instant

says of the position and ßpeech of Mr. Johnson, of

Maryland :

"Mr. Reverdy Johnson addressed the Senate to-da- y

in a written .speech upon the war. It was distin-
guished by great ability and eloquence. The first
portion was elaborate, and fortified by strong docu-

mentary arguments. It demonstrated that our war
against Mexico was a just war. It took the side of
the United States as lo the boundary claimed by our
administration. He successfully cleared himself of I
the charge of falsehood in voting for the preamble to
the law which declared the existence of the war Tue

M
which Mexico had waged ogoinst the United Stales.
This portion of the speech was admirable, and forms
"an irresistible argument in behalf of the war which
we are carrying on with Mexico. Rut the last, and
much the shortest part of the speech, was very unsat-

isfactory. It charged the President with bringing on

the war by the alternative which he had adopted in
carrying into effect the resolution for the annexation
of Texas : and 2d, by the order which had been is-

sued to Gen. Taylor for narqhing to the Rio Bravo.
A

We excuse the last part of the speech fr the sake of The
the former. Differing, as we do, from Mr. Johnson,
011 the proximate reasons which he contends brought
on the war, we cannot help admiring the masterly
ma titer in which he has stood up for the rights of his
country."

sirncTic couitT or hdia.m.
Nocembfr Ttrrn, lvl7.

REPORTE D FOR THE SEKTJ5KL BT A. M. CARSAHAH, ISO..

JASiiur, 10 b, 1848.
Lucas et aL v. Weider Appeal from the Tippecano

C. CJ.

Pkikihs. J Bill fr an injunction to restrain trespass
Und'' A Plet niatters in ptas was fileJ, verified by

mwiurj i u acicnmnu. u was strita- -
1

.
,D" n '! 'l mo,,on' bec,UM " w, Dot ",fied J

",n 0'r-- P'o.,.lly. Held, that the moiioa

1t.i , iV.t ,l. k.'l .1 i en i .
' UUiL,c"J'Jto autnonza an injunction. Cause remanded, witli

riD8lruclioni l0 dl,milj, e bilL
Slate . Mason. Error to the Allen C. C.
An indiclmrnt founded on two auiutea should conclaJe

against the form of iha statutes, and not against the form
the statute. AJRnned.
Slate . ShoaJ, State . Wtrthington et at.. State .

Itedelsheimer el a I., Slate v. Jones, State v. Evans et c.t
v. Chittenden, State v. Hanna et aL Error from

Allen C. C, and affirmed on the same principle as that
the State . Mason.
Carlton et al. t. Hunter. Error to the Lawrence C. C.

Curiam. If a record shows that a cause was sub-
mitted to the Court by the parlies or their Attorney i, it

nl show an express agreement bv the parlies to
waive their right of trial by jury. The submission by the
parlies or their Attorneys U equivalent to a statement that

submission was by their consent. Affirmed.
Jahvakt, 12 th.

JValpole Birchard. Error to the Marion C. C:
Held, per Curiam. That the statute providing that ap

from the judgment of justices of the peace may be
taken "within thirty days after the rendition'of such jndg-menl- ,"

the day on which the judgment was rendered must
included in the computation.
As a general rule, when the computation of time is to be

made from an act done, the dtj on which the act is done
should be included. But where the words from and after

used as in the ststute referred to, (here is no esseutial
difference in the signification. Affirmed.

Benson v. Rodney et al Error to the Parke C. C.
PkK.i5, J. To give a Court jurisdiction in foreign

attachment, it is not necessary that the affidavit on which
writ issues should show that the ilefendant in the at-

tachment has property in the Slate. R. 8. 1843, p. 773,
ect. 49. Ilmried.

Taylor v. Spencer. Error to the Tippecanoe C. C.
Reversed. .

Jlluir . While-- Error to the Ripley C. C. Affirmed.

Jinnar, 17th.
Woodruff v. .Itchiton. Error to the Lagrange C. C.
Per Curiam. The case was submitted to the jury be--

ore the pleadings and issues were properly adjusted. De
murrers to some of the pleas remained undisposed of, and
other pleas unanswered. As there are either numerous
mistakes in the record, or in the pleadings as originally
filed, all the proceedings will be reversed to the filing of

pleas, end joinder of issue, upon the pie of tion
and the cause remanded, with leave to tbe par

to amend tbe other pleadings and make up the issues
anew.

1Uen v. Jlardesly. Error to the Vermillion C. C.
Pebkisi, J. A. sued B. before a justice of the peace

obtained judgment. B. makine no defence, for a
fraction over $30. B. appealed to the C. C. where a
judgment was rendered against him for a fraction less than
$30, but the costs in the case, inclujin? those before the
justice, were taxed against the plaintiff. Held, that the
costs were correctly taxed, .iffirmed.

Jahcaht, 20ih.
The State v. Irwin. Error to the Marion C. C.
Smith, J The defendant was fined, for contempt of

Court in failing to obey its process rummonini him as a
juror, and judgment for the amount of the fine and the
costs of the attachment rendered against him. The prose-
cuting Attorney thereupon moved the Court to order a
docket fee to be taxed for him, against tbe defendant as
part of the costs of the prosecution, which motion was
overruled.

Hebt, that the act of February 7th, 1831, authorized
docket fees lo be taxed in for of prosecuting Attorneys,
only in eases of conviction upon presentment or indict-
ment, and on parture of applications for divorce. Tbe

8. 1843, p. 1050 abolishing docket fees in certain cases
left this part of tbe act in force, but it affords do aulhoiity

the motion made in this case. Affirmed.
Slate v. Garner Error to the Marion C. C.
Pirkixs, J. Tbe local act of 1816 authorizing the

elector'. of Marion county to vote license or no license,
and reqeiring the county .commissioners to be governed by
the result oftbat vote in granting or withholding license

retail spirituous liquors, did not repeal the penal section
the Ft. Ö. against retailing without license. Affirmed.
Thayer v. Dove. Error to the Steuben C. C.
Smith, J. la a suit commenced before a justice of

tbe peace when process had not been aerved on the de-

fendant three days before the time set for trial by the jus-
tice, and a motion was made to dismiss the suit for that
reason, which motion was overruled, and the defendant
then applied for a continuance, and atrial was bad pursu-
ant to auch continuance which resulted in a judgment for
the plaintiff. Tbe defendant after such trial must be
considered at having waived bis right' to have the suit dis-

missed for wsnt of a sufficient notice, and tbe dismissal of
the suit by tbe Circuit Court, on appeal, on a motion by
the defendant, for that reason, was erroneous. Reverted.

Slick Bundy. Error to tbe Steuben C. C. .iffirm-
ed.

AN ACT to amend an act entitled ttan act for the
benefit of the Volunteers for the Mexican War, and
for the reli'f of county treasurers.
Fiction J. Be it enacted by the General Jittembly ef the Statt
Indiana. That the provisions of an act, entitled "an act for tbe

lienerii 01 the volunteers of the Mexican War, and for the relief of
county treasurers." approved January 14ib, H7, be so amended,

to extend to such volunteers in the Mexican War, as were at the
period of Uaeir enrollment, citizens and tesidents of Uie State of In-di- an

a.
8 ice. 2. That it shall be the duty of the County Treasurer of

of the rounties of this State, in which any volunteer! afore-
said shall have lad taxes churied agin.--t them, either tor county or
state purpoies, for the year 1346, to enter receipt on the tax rlc

the proper county, in f.t vor of such volunteer or volunteer, in
manner prescribed in the act to whih this is amendatory, in

cases where the taxes remain doe and unpaid. And that in all
cases where any taxes have been collected from any of said volun-

teers fin-sai- year, it shall be the duty of said Treasurers to refund
of any money In their hands, accruing from taxes rollted for
state or county, such um respectively a may have been col-

lected from tbe person so intended to be released from taxes in and
said year.

Sac. 3. Thnt in case anyone or more of paid volunteers hall
rbargeatile with county or State taxes for the year 1?47, whirh
yet due and unpaid, it hall be the duty of said treasurers 10 en
a credit in favor of such volunteer orvolunteeis, for the amount
hisor their taxes for the year ltH6: provided, the amount for

said year 1847, shall not exceed the r mount with which said volun-
teer or volunteers were chargeable for the year 1846 : and in cape

taxes of said volunteer or volunteer! for 1H7, sliail exceed the
amount of taxes aforesaid lor 1846, then said treasurer ha!l credit

taxes of said persons for1847, with the amount of their laxes for
4fl ; and in case the taxes of said volunteer or vo unteera for 14.

stiall exceed the amount of their taxes for 1847, tben the full
amount for 1847, shall be credited as aforesaid, and the said treasur-
er shall refund the difference in said taxes to the person or persons
entitled to receive the same ; and provided also, that in case of Uie
death of any such volunteer or volunteers, their widows, or legal
representatives shall be entitled to all the privileges bereDy ex-

tended. .
Bsc. 4- - wfiss? if further enacted. That tbe provisions of this

act, and the act to which this is amendatory, be extended to the
volunteers and regulars who are now in tbe service in the Mexican
War.

Sec. 5. That In order to carry out the provision of this act,
said county treasurer, state treasurer, and rourts doing county

business, stiall be governed in all respects by the act to which this
saiendstory.
Sec. C. This art to take effect and be in force from and after its

passage and publication in the Indiana Slate Journal and State
Sentinel.

WILLIAM A. PORTER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

PARIS C. DU.NMNG.
President of the Senate.

Approved. January 13, 1843.
JAS. WHITCOMB.

Business of M. j-- . Railroad during the veek end-in- g

Jan. 15, 1843.
OVTWABD. mwiiD.

431 passengeit 466 pastengen
532 biU salt 1793 bi Is flour

45 " molares 4SI lard
66. " whiükey 14 apples
13 " laid oil 59 " wheat
9 half bris beer 4557 bush, do
5 ploughs 211 seed
I wagoo 1482 w corn
5 keg powder 60 bailey

318 buh. coal 50 " beans
179,266 lbs merchandise 244 btan

51 casks bacon
305 krg lard

15.0(H) hoop poles
13,105 lbs other fieijht

NEW ItUOItS.
UST received from Cincinnati and the Eastern cities, a lsrre
lot of New Hooks, among which may be found the following

works.
Boys Winter Book. Lord's exposition f the Apoca- -

ikon's poems. .Ivpse.
Goldsmith's do. rarity's talcs of animal.
Doniphan's expedition. Incidents in American history,
D'Aubigne's history of reforms- - by I . W. Barber.

tion. The Wert, by Hall.
D'Aul'Une's Cromwell. Hacred Mountains, fine edition.
Ureek Testament, sriili English Xennphon. translated.

note. I'orket maps of Indiana.
8iealfy map of Mexico.

Clic.tp Publication.
ThuCmUer of the West Kate Mnrtin, or the perilsof
The Knight of tiwynne ronrUhip
Leomlla Lynmore, or lesson for Tle Ocean Child, or lost Ttsael

young wives Col. Torlojh O'Biien
Strolling Piaver tk-org- Lovell

Drama at fokerrills Cues. ne v im America
The Head of the Headless Colonel' De Puril,e
Wandering Jew . . SplcnJors of Versailles and the
Isabel Graham, 01 charity's Court of Lrxii XIV

rewnrd Midsummer fcve, Fairy tale of
The Hunters of Kentucky Love .

Kor sale ry HOOD It NOBLE,
71 Bates' new bvi'ding.


