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held in close le;al restraints and under public control.
Like arrangements in other lines of bi&incts are al-
ready saSeie&tly threat-inin- g to the public interests,
and the most ardent advocate of the concentration of
railroad authority cannot reasonably expect that any-
thing of the tort to control the transportation of the
country will Le provided for by legislation.

Lacking concentration of authority, railroads can
do mueh toward better relations with the public and
do better service by first establishing better rela-
tions among themselves. The need of this
i very imperative. In all cutting of rates the party
beginning it mkes charges or insinuations against its
competitors. Carriers cutting rates have proclaimed
that the reduced rates were all that could be justly de-

manded, when persons having experience knew that
persistence in such rates would lead directly to bank-
ruptcy. An impartial observer is compelled to say
that such methods do not belong to tbe present age.
To make the adversary feel and fear the
power to iufict injury is often the first and principal
thought and a rate is cut, when, in a ruder age, it
would hax been a threat. The motive is to obtain a
right, or extort a privilege, or punish a wrong, and
irrespective of any question whether there are not le-

gal remedies which are adequate for all purposes of
substantial justice.

While this commission is not, at this time, prepared
to recommend general legislation toward tiie estab-
lishment and promotion of relations between the
carriers that shall better subserve the publ'e interest
than those which are now common, it must, neverthe-
less, look forward to the possibility of something of
that nature becoming, at some time, imperative, un-
less a grc-i- t improvement in tbe existing conditions is
voluntarily inaugurated.

The report next considers tbe subject of the
effect of the law upon cities, showing that the
act has, in some cases, benefited consuming; in-

terior cities and injuriously affected distribut-
ing poiDts formerly favored in rates. The com-
mission believes uniformity in classification,
reached as fast as possible without serious mis-
chief, i. desirable.

Immigrant transportation is next considered,
and various facts stated which were developed
upon two investigations held in New York city.
In view of all the circumstance?, the commis-
sion recommends a reception place larger than
Castle Garden, from which those not legitimate-
ly connected with immigrant transportation,
shall be excluded. Interior lines ehculd have
agents there on equal footing. Payment of
commissions for routing, immigrants and for
procuring the shipment of immigrants from
foreign countries should be declared illegal and
mado punishable. The commission should have
power to fix immigrant fares. These objeets
cannot be fully accomplished except by tbe fed-
eral government taking complete control of the
whole subject.

The subject of the payment of commissions is
treated extensively. The commission believes
that the evils of the system exceed its ad-
vantages. The subject is brought to the atten-
tion of Congress.

No recommendation is made concerning con-
clusive bills of lading. The subject of over-
capitalization is recognized as an exceedingly
important one, but it is believed that it can
only be handled gradually and in detail. It has
been found impossible to satisfactorily obtain
immediate information which shall show the
cost of railroad property, franchises and equip-
ments.

The requirement of annual returns from car-
riers by water has not been overlooked, and tbe
commission renews recommendations made in
its preceeding report.

The commisslo'n belisves notice of intention
to reduce any rate ccght to be published not
less than three days before the reduction. Thero
are provisions against false billing, classifica-
tion, weighing, or report of weight, or unreason-abl- e

preferences or advantages. The commis-
sion believes that tbe penal provisions against
wrongs of this nature should embrace also the
owner of the property or any party acting for
the owner or consignor of property, who shall
be party to such unlawful conduct The com-
mission suggests that the question thus raised
be settled by express provisions. Another ques-
tion ' of construction ought also to be
settled by legislation, in order to
take away tho pretense on which certain
through lines are now claimed to be local lines
in fact, and throngh linen only in appearance.
The commission tninks if a line is, in fact, a
through line by reason of ownership, the corpo-
ration controlling it ought not to be at liberty to
make tnrouga rates or to decline to make them
at pleasure.'

The commission favors joint tariff and through
rates, and recommends that carriers engaged in-

dependently in interstate traffic on rivers, lakes
and other navigable waters of the country.be
put, in respect to the making, publishing and
maintaining ratea, upon the same footing with
interstate carriers by rail, so that the excuses
cow made by carriers by rail for great dispari-
ties in rates, for corresponding transportation
as between points which are not aScctod by
water competition, would thereby, to a large ex-
tent, be taken away.
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Her Kellgious and Social Life at the Capital
of the Nation.

WashInton Special in Philadelphia Tress.
The news of Mrs. Sherman's death has been

received with profound regret in Washington,
particularly in army circles and the large Ro-
man Catholic membership here. There was
never an army officer' wife who fulfilled more
punctiliously the ceremonial duties belonging to
her station. Her Tuesday afternoon receptions
in the Hed Parlor of the Ebbitt House were a
brilliant feature of the season during her three
winters there, and notably her New Year's re-
ception at her gallant husband's side. Pre-
viously, tn their own house on H street near
St Aloysins Church, a house which was pre-
sented to the General, she dispensed a stately
hospitality.

Those were, perhaps, her happiest days in
Washington, as her later years were clouded by
the heart trouble which bas ended in her death.
She particularly enjoyed the services of St
AloygiuV, as its priests are Jesuits and her de-
votion was so absolute that tne secular priest-
hood of St Matthew's, which church in after
years she found it more convenient to attend,
seemed less in consonance with her inteose ro-ligio- us

abnegation, nothwithstanding she had a
warm regard for the saintly Father Boyle, so
lonz rhetor of St. Matthew's Parish, and who
was buried from its altar. She was a member
and the long-tim- e president of the Tabernacle
Society, an association of ladies whose object is
to aid m providing poor churches throughout
the country with sacerdotal vestments. She
was also largely interested in the Indian mis-
sions of her church and in eeneral charitable
work among its poorest members.

Sho hed always, while here, a strong influence
in the government departments, and used it to
obtain clerical positions for many needy Catho-
lic men and women with whom her charitable
work brought her in contact. Probably no other'
person, unless Samuel J. Randall, had so large
a patronage in the government service as Mrs.
Sherman, during the years when her husband
was generaL In this sense sho loved power.
She had a strong nature, and ruled her family
as a captain bis vessel. General Sherman hav-ia- p

always the air of a passenger.
The great joys of Mrs. Sherman's maternal

career came to her in Washington. Her eldest
daughter, Minnie, was married to Lieutenant
Fitch while they resided in their H-stre- et bouse,
and her third dauehtr, HI la, to Lieutenant
Thackara in their last Washington residence
in the historic row on Fifteenth street, where
General Sherman, James (, Blaine, General
Van Vliet, Fernando Wood, and Governor
Thomas Swin so long lived cboek-by-jow- l. Hero
alo her son Thomas, a fine, frank-lace- d young
man, who had begun to be a social favorite,
made up his mind to enter the Jesuit priesthood.
This was the crowning joy of Mrs. Sherman's
heart, the answer to her deepest prayers; but it
was a sore trial to the General, though, as Mrs.
Sherman herself testified,, he behaved
very well, indeed, under it for a Protest-
ant. It was here, also, that Mrs. Sher-
man received tidings that she was chosen
by bis Holiness, tbe Pope, to receive "tho
eolden rose." It may readily be inferred from
the tenor of the above facts that Mrs. Sherman's
religions activities kept her aloof from miscel-
laneous society, and beyond tbe necessary part
she bore as the General's wife this was strictly
true. During her later years here, when the
family lived on Fifteenth street and her health
was declining, her receptions on Taesdaya were
usually delegated to her unmarried daughters,
Lizzie and Rachel Lizzie is next in years to
Mrs. Fitch and has a stronc, fine charscter.
Sho ranks, with Mary Evarts, Mary Waits, Nan-
nie Bayard and Victoria West, among daughters
who have held up the right hands of distin-
guished fathers in representative sooial posi-
tions at the capital. Circumstances develop
many each in our midst whose filial duties are of
so absorbing a character that to discbarge tbem
they must sacrifice tbe romance of early woman-
hood and consent to long remain ungathered
roses on the ancestral tree. General Sherman
bas not a daughter among his four more ad-
mirably qualified to dUeharee the duties of wife-
hood, yet it is doubtful if Lizzie ever had time
to bo in love. She will be simply indispensable
to her ageing father now in bis loneliness.
Rachel, who is still iu her bellehond. and
Tecumeeb, tho youngest, a stndent at Yale, are
the remaining unmarried children.

The relations between. Mrs. General Sherman
and the wives of her husband's brothers, have
always been friendly rather than intimate, the
larce Sheridan connection sympathizing more
or less strongly in the friction with which the
General's restless nature endured the ascenden-
cy of Roman Catholic ideas in his household,
but all being thorough ladies, tbe gossip-lovin- g

world bas never been treated to any family jars,
and above her bier their sentiments of respect,
if not of deep affection, will fall like pallid roses.
'Her chosen friend among women ware of those
who bowed at the same altar, and Washington
has many such in high position, notably iu army
and old resident circles.

Mrs. Sherman was ratherstout In ficure, with
a full, strong fsce, rather tban a handsome one.
She dressed with great plainness, usually in
black, and above rather than below her years.
She wore always two long curls, depending from
either side of her neck, in the style of thirty or
forty years aco. She was a daughter of Thomas
Ewiug, and inherited many of his commanding
traits. She eigned her name to notes and let-
ters 4,Ellen Ewing Sherman" with a pardonable
touch of family pride. It is also said that she
was deeply gratified with having led her father
iu his last hours to embrace the Roman Catholio
faith. She was ranch pained, though quite un-
necessarily, because Colonel Auaenried, of Gen.
Sherman's staff, whose lamented death is well
remembered in Philadelphia, died without her
having been afforded the opportunity to see that
he was baptized into her religion.

KNIGHTS OF LABOR IN INDIANA

Interview with a Prominent Member of the
Organization Regarding Assemblies.

New Albany Special.
"There's to be a general awakening among

the Knights of Labor in this city and through-
out Indiana," said a prominent K. of L master
workman to your correspondent to-da- y. As
far as is proper and practicable all lapsed char-
ters will be revived and active assemblies insti-
tuted under them. There have been too many
assemblies in the same town or city, and this
was a source of weakness to the order, for it
scattered its forces too much. It is better to
have but one or two numerically and financially
strong assemblies tban six or eight weak ones.
There would also be less bickering, and the
forces could bo more readily and effectively con-
centrated. At one time there were s;x assem-
blies In New Albany, with an aggregate mem-
bership of about 2,700. Now tbere is but one
in working operation, and it bas less than 200
members.

"This remarkable depletion in membership and
assemblies, it is now seen, is the result of too
many and too scattered skirmish lines. The ac-
tion of the General Assembly at Indianapolis, I
think, is very satisfactory to the Knights of La-
bor in this city and throughout Indiana. They
are all friendly to the Powderly administration,
and will be inspired by his hearty indorsement
and re-electi- by tne General Assembly with
new courage and determination, and will push
for a big revival in the order. Such a revival
is sure to occur.

"No one, so far as I know, favors the wild
schemes of the expelled and disappointed Barry.
He is socialistic, if not worse, and his views and
bis proposed organization will never, in my can-
did judgment amount to anything. I doubt not
the Anarchists of Chicago will all b found
ready to give him the band of fellowship, bot
the true workiogmen of the country, with every
assembly not tinctured with socialistic and an-archiv- ist

sentiments, will stand by Powderly
and the regular organization of the Knights of
Labor. We propose to go at tbe work of re-
organization and revival in this part of Indiana
at once.'

Some Hollow Hobgoblins.
Mmrhln AvaUnche (Dem.

Tne Republican party having spanked Mr.
Watterson's star-eye- d Goddess of Reform, and
sent her to bed without her supper, the brilliant
editor of the Courier-Journ- al is engagel just
now m training up another child of his fancy in
the way he thinks it should go. He had sudden-
ly waked up to the conclusion that tbe sunny
South is to be sown with salt by General Harri-
son ana his party. This offspring of Mr. Wat-
terson's imagination, this brother of the divine
star-eye- d, baa horns, and presumably a tail,
since hie manner betmvs a lively purpose to do
some royal twisting. Unfortunately for tbe first
of these creations of the dashing Kentuekian, a
great many people imagined that tt was
neither star-eye- d nor a goddess, but cross-eye- d

and the fiend of free-trad- e in disguise. Nor can
it be disputed that it was the banner of free-trad- e

which was first placed in her hands. At
any rate, tbe goddess did not succeed in cabl-
ing the people of the North or West to worship
at her shrine. Nor will this new bugaboo
frighten the people of the South. They are not
afraid of it It's horns have been sawed and it's
tail spiked to the hack of its neck. The cham-
pion may sheathe his sword and pat away his
shield. Then will the thing crawl meekly back
into its bottle, where it may be eorked tightly
in and put away out of sight. The South has
nothing to fear from any political party. It is
beyond tbe power of i'resident Harrison to in
jure it if be would, and there is no reason to be- -
Here he cares to try it

Time to Call a Halt,
rhiladelrbia Inquirer.

Another American girl yesterdav married an
Englishman. Iftbis thing isn't stopped it will
become a casus belli compared to which tbe
fisheries dispute is not a circumstance,

been prepared by the Bureau or iJonstruexiou
and Steam Engineering, in consultation witu tho
chief of the Bureau of Ordnance. The advertise-
ments for this vessel call for the submission o.
bids in the month of February next.

The business methods of tbe department are
diccussed a: some lencth and a history given of
the efforts being made to simplify, systematize
and improve tfc am. Upon this subject the re-
port says:

Unrinsthe years of 1831 and 1883 over 50 per
cent, in value of the supplies of the department were
obtained by open purchases, without competition.
During the last year the proportion of such pur-
chases was less than 11 per cent., and in the course
of th next fiscal year it is believed that the open pur-
chases can be reduced to about 5 per cent. The naval
brokers have for the most part disappeared, and reg-
ular, responsible dealers are becoming morj and more
contractors for the supplies. For a time it seemed
impossible to dislodge them. They would underbid
regular dealers, notably for the supply of coal. It
was quite evident they had some advantage which did
not appear. Careful inveitigation showed the oual.ty
of the coal delivered to be as contracted for. Tne re-

ceiver of the coal was chanced at the Brooklyn navy-yar- d,

and tho weights taken by another civil eaarloye,
and nothing suspicious was develojei. Finally a
naval officer was derailed, without previous notice, to
weigh personally a barge load, and it was found six-

teen tons short. Tbe gentleman disappeared as a
bidder for the department from that time. There
was no evidence of fraud on bis part, but inferences
can readily be drawn. The system of property ac-

counts for the navy referred to in the last annual
report has been in successful operation since July 1.
The experience of th first quarter shows that it is
simple, and that there is no diiSeulty in keeping pace
with current work at the largest stations.

The report says that by careful watching of
the disbursements on foreign stations and call-
ing the attention of pay officers to the subject of
their drafts, by which greatly improved rates
h ave been procured, the department is able to re
port that on the items of commission, interest
and exchange, whereas a net loss ot $103,493 wes
made in the two years and ten months ending
April 24. 18S5, for the three years ending Juna
30, 18SS, a net gain of $70.1 was made. A chapter
is devotee! to naval progress during the year
at home and abroad, and in it is a statement
made that the necefsity for increased numbers
of fast protected cruiser?, whether for the pur-
pose of protecting or destroyine commerce, or
for service with a fleet as scouts, bas been em-pnasiz- ed

durinc the naval manoeuvres of the
year and is fully recornized by all naval powers.
But with the incroaae in tbe number of cruisers
it has been recognized, in view of the recent in-

troduction of high explosive projectiles and the
increase of power and rapidity ot fire of their
cuns, that renewed attention must be given to
the armored fleet, and the prevailing opinion
in England, France, Italy, Germany and
Russia, is strongly in favor of
additional armored ships to be
built at an early date. In these new vessels the
armor will be "much more widely distributed,
and will certainly protect the battery and crews,
as woll as tho water-lin- o and machinery. Tho
destructiveness of high explosive ehells fund
agalost unprotected sides emphasized the
peculiar advantages of the monitor type for
coast-defens- e service.

The Secretary considers the subjects of im-
proved powaer, projectiles and torpedo beats,
saying in regard to the latter that the recent
naval manoeuvres abroad have shown that they
must still be regarded as most useful for coast
and harbor defense.

The estimate for tbe navy and marine corns
for the current fiscal year araouut to $23,003,-C2- 4,

and those for the next fiscal year amount
to $2G,7G7,G77, a difference of $3,764,053. Tho
appropriations for the current fiscal year
amount to $19,912,481, being $0,825,1 less than
tho estimates for the next fiscal year.

The Secretary closes by giving the main
points or tho reports submitted by tbe Admiral
of the navy, the chiefs of the various naval
bureaus and the board of visitors to the United
States Naval Academy, abstracts of which have
been published from time to time as they wero
placed in the hands of the Secretary.

LOST IX A BURNING MINE.

Another Fire in the Calumet and Ilecla
Eight Men Suffocated by Smoke.

Calumet, Mich., Nov. 30. Fire was discov-

ered at the eighth level of No. 3 shaft of the
Calumet and Ilecla mine this morning. A large
party of men were working at the time of the
fire, which, when discovered, had made snch
rapid headway that the smoke was terribly
dense and their lives were in great danger. All
made a rush for the surface, but eight men are
missing. That they are dead is certain. Among
them are two Italians, named Joseph Mosolir

t

and Toney Catawara. The mine location is
completely covered with the dense smoke, and
the fire looks worse than did the last, but being
nearer the surface it is believed the damage
financially will not be so great. Tbe eom-

pany is making the most desperate efforts
to control the fire and try to rescue tbe miners,
but at this time it looks a3 if the case were hope-

less. Tbe men aro all married but two, and all
but one are Corniskmen. The scene about the
mine is heartrending. Tbe families ot the men
are, of course, cognizant of ttie extremo likeli-
hood that the men will never come out alive,
assd - to their crief and lamentations are added

L the most frantic confusion on the part of all ex
cept the trained employes of the company. The
fire will not affect the product of tbe mine ma-
terially, and it will be kept up to the limit im-
posed by the French syndicate. N

Chris Rule, one of the miners who were at
work in the fourteenth level of No. 2 shaft, says
that about 11 o'clock last nicht he saw. and
smelled smoke. He at once called the atten-
tion of others to it Charles Sarson and Henry
Borklneynki, who were thororghly familiar
with tho Calumet branch of the mine, at once
started up theladder afar at the tenth level and
then went south to tbe main shaft and rode up
to what is called the grand sixth level. They
then crossed to No. 3 shaft, where they raw the
shaft all ablaze. The bed plank and mill-timber- s,

top, bottom and sides, looked as if they
had been burning some time. Dorkineynki at
once went to the valvoof tke water-pipe- , opened
it, straightened out the hose and was ready to
fight the fire at the risk of his life, but there was
no water there. He eays, however,
that bad there been water it would
have helped matters none. Seeing this,
Sarson, who had a narrow escape at tho former
fire, led the way back to the main engine shaft
and warned the men to turn tack. He piloted
tbe way for them to No. 5 shaft and then came
to the surface. Nothing is known of tbe where-
abouts of the eight men who are missing. Over
100 men wero in this portion of the mine at the
time but escaped. Tbe mis3incr met? are: Jcseph
Masaler, Antonio Katlerers, Jobn Vanderbilt,
Andrew Hanson, and two others, names cot
kodwn.

Immense volumes of smoke are issuing from
tbe burning shaft Tbe fire will not prevent
work at the South Hecla. and that part of the
mine is now in shape to employ all the miners,
and the product can bo kept up to tho syndi-
cate's limits.

The Fire a Fiendish Crime.
Marquette, Mich., Nov. 30. Like the fire of

last year, this fire started on Thanksgiving day,
when the mine was practically idle. There
were about 200 men on the seventeenth level on
the nicht shift. About 11 o'clock they smelled
smoke and at once understood the terrors ot their
position. An attempt to eicnal the surface dis-

closed the terrible fact that the sicnal wire was
not working. They wero cut off from commu-
nication, and, but for the coolness of the men in
charge, from escape as welL Word was at once
dispatched to warn the men to fleo for their
lives. Faithful pilots set about leading the
squads of terror-stricke-n miners through differ-
ent avenues to the main engine shaft, socio dis-
tance away. Two men started up No. 3 abaft
to locate th fire. They found it on the sixth
level, and also found the water connections and
signal wires cut above them. There was no
hope but a flight to a lower level and escape
through the main engine shaft. All doubt of
incendiarism is exploded. Tbe fire is the delib-
erate work cf a cool, calculating, murderous
fiend, who would not only destroy the mine,
but the lives of the miners as well.

The men behaved with remarkable coolness
and slowly made their way to the surface, but
nono too soon, as in a short time
the rnaine engine shaft was filled
to suffocation with bot smoke, and it is
probable that the doomed men met their deaths
somewhere between the sixth level and the
surface, in .that shaft on their way np. The
scenes at the surface as the men came out were
terrible, and only such as are to be found at &

great mine disaster. Smoke is cow (7 p.m.)
issuing from several of tbe shafts, which are
being covered with timbers and euth. It would
be foolish to attempt to approximate the loss, as
the fire is every way mueh worse than that of
last year, aud is liable to burn for months. Tbe
whole community ia grist-stricke- n at the horri-
ble fat of eight of their townsmen. The fire
must burn Itself out and it may take weeks and
even months unless itcaa be flooded, which is
hardly probable.

A Trust That Will Not Hurt,
llaltimore American.

The formation of a diamond trust will not be
seriously felt unless it includes the paste
variety.

Extracts from the Annual Report of the
Interstate Commerce Commission.

The General Effect of the Act lias Eeen Bene-

ficial totha Countrr, but railway Business
Ua3 Suffered from Oilier Cinses.

Tertincnt Suctions Concerning the
Hate Wars of the Past and Present.

Secretary Whitney Gives a Eayiew of Work
cf the Navy Department for the Past

Three Years in Paildinir Craisen.

INTERSTATE COMMERCE.

Saggeitions for Railway Manager Trust
TToald Not lie Tolerated.

Washington, Not. 30. Tha annual report of
tho Interitato eommeree Commission is now ia
typo and the completed volume will be ready
for distribution in a few days. The following
summary of its contents is given: From the
best information now available the railroad
mileage of the country on the 30th day of June,
1S33, is estimated at 152,731, of which 2,312

miles had been completed and brought into
operation within the six months preceding that
day. The railway construction in 1SSG was
8,471 miles; la 18S7 it was 12.C33 miles. The
cumber of corporations represented in the
mileage is 1.251. bat by reason of leases or other
contract arrangements many corporations hold
control of and operate one or more roada owned
by ether corporations, and the whole number
xn akin z reports of operation at the date named
was CGI

A summary of the formal complaints is as
follows: Of a total of 107 eases submitted the
record is: Ileard and decided, 50; not yet de-tide- d,

6; bearing not completed, 0; withdrawn or
settled, 23; suspended by request, 10; assigned
fcr hearing, 9.

In the section of the country north of the Po-tom- ao

and Ohio and east of the Missouri the
eases in which the greater charge is made for
the shorter transportation are few, and their
tlreumstances are such that complaint is not
often made that they operate oppressirely. In
July, of the present year, bowerer, the Chicago,
St. Paul & Kansas City Railroad Company, a
company haring a line from Chicago to St. Paul
and Minneapolis, announced to the commission
its purpose to reduce very largely its rates be-

tween the termini of its road without reducing
intermediate rates. The company laid down
two propositions as justifying its action:
First, its rates to intermediate stations
were perfectly just and reasonable, and there-
fore there was no injustice in maintaining
tnem; and, second, the rates between its term-
inal points were forced down by the unfair eom-petlo- n

of another line. The reasoning seemed
strong and was certainly plausible, but this was
a state of thines that, at the pleasure of the
railroad companies, acting generally, or even of
single companies disposed to act in hostility,
xnieht be made to exist at any point of railroad
connection in the country; and if the greater
charge on the ahorter haul was admissible in
the ease under investigation the rule of the
fourth section would be of no practical value
whatever. Any railroad eompany might, by its
action, absolve a competitor from its obligation,
and be itself absolved in return. The legisla-
tion never intended this consequence. It did
cot intend, as the commission believed, that the
carriers subject to the law should at pleasure
thus make the rule of the statute ineffectual
The carrier under investigation conformed
to this conclusion and graded its rates
accordingly, and the objectionable rates made
by the carrier complained of were also soon dis-

continued. With some exceptions, resulting
from ocean competition, the rule of the short-ha-ul

provision of the law has been put in force
upon the transcontinental roads, where its op-

eration and effect can be observed under what
cow appear to be favorable conditions.

In the Southern and Southwestern States the
commission has hsd reason to think the car-
riers were moving more slowing in bringing
their tariff into conformity with the general
statutory law than in other sections. Not be-
ing satisfied that this duty has been sufficiently
apprehended and observed by the carriers, the
commission has ordered an investigation to be
made of the whole subject on the 18th of Do-cembo-

it .rooms In Washington, when it is
intended to make thorough examination of the
existing rate-sheet- s, and to give all parties con-
cerned an opportunity to be heard.

The report then takes up the subject of the
effect of the interstate-commer- ce aet upon com-
mon earners and says that although some rail
road man airs ra have declared it to hare bad a
damaging effect, the commission is possessed of
no evidence showing that the general result has
been otherwise than beneficial. Railroad busi-
ness has suffered, in the past year, cot because
of the interstate-commerc- e act, but owioe to
strikes, new parallel lines, and rate wars. With
reference to tho rate wars in the Northwest and
among the trunk lines during the year, the re-
port says:

As is commonly the case in rate wars, the track-lin- o

difhcalties resulted from suspicions on the r an of
carriers, respectirely, that their competitors were cut-
ting the open rates, and redactions w ere made to re
cover freight which parties to the agreement claimed
vae their due, but which they were not getting be
cause or. tne secret cutting oy otters, tflorta of the
commission to obtain evidence of the practices sus-
pected hare been wholly ineffectual, asd tho war of
rates proceeds without possibility of external
authority interposing to biin? it to an end. The
leesi riht of the carriers to reduce their
general scale of rates to any extent
coder the law as it now stands is believed
to be unquestionable; they have done so, and whether
tcUh any ultimate benefit to themselves is at least
very questionable. The malting of unreasonably low
rates, tha report intimates, is ottca for stock-jobbin- g

purposes or to compel the purchase of the road by
competing lines, l'ersons having control of railroads
may deliberately make insufficient rates in the expec-
tation of profits to be indirectly and improperly de-
rived therefrom. Every case of rate war may bj re-
tarded as ens of this character. Present profits are
sacrificed on a calculation that, by crippling a rival or
forcing an agreement or compromise on some matter
cf contention, the loss will in time be more than
made up. In tho majority of such cases the losses
txceed the gains. Tho statute has not conferred
fcpon the commission any power to order any increase
vi rates which it can aee are not remunerative. In
funeral, therefore, it may be sail that railroad man-
agers possess the power to destroy the interests not
only of tneir rivals, but of their own stockholders, if
they will recklessly make rates that
lead to bankruptcy. Good service and unreason-
ably low rates are antagonistic ideas.
The public will never objot to fair rates, but it will
lever be enlightened as to what are fair rutes, and
i:Iosed steadily to assent to their maintenance, so
Ion? as railroad mnasrs, in their absurd and
lestructive wars, are perpetually, and in the moss
smnbatie manner, by cutting their rates, informing
lie public that somethicg less, perhaps gTeatly less,
tan le (

Tbe danger of committing the rate-makin- g

power to subordinates, wheso trainine and ex-
periences hare not generally fittsd them to deal
with matter that involve questions of policy is
loaehed upon, and the report says:

The question often becomes of high moment whether
It is wiser to mt the reduced rates of a competitor,
r to let the business go. Yet the decision of this

aoeation is left by im;ortJint lines ia the hands ot
subordinates who apparently Lave no ether notion
upon the subjeet levoud the rule thtt avery cut-rat- e

mast be promptly met." Nothing seems mot e sur-
prising tLaa t-.- e fact that a railroad manager, who
will neither take steps y law to put a stop to a secret
cutting of rates wnieh be publicly charges, nor fur-
nish evidence upon which otters my do so. will,
nevertheless, sacrince for his shareholders millions cf
revenue to punish it.

It is reasonable to expect that the carriers of the
country will, where practicable, make such joint ar-
rangements that the public shall find an arrangement
witt one adequate for the runoses of any single
transaction. TLera should h tome means vi en fore-Iri- it

an.ri.e carvers the obligations, moral or le.-aT- ,

that would crow oi.t of such tmngements. Tho
i.ly ellectjal mean by which good faith could been

fore d wus the pooling cf freseht or enrinc. but
trliiiir i now out f their power, tfii.g foib'dden by

tendency amo' g the railroad fee:ns likely
Job i in the o.mlionf cojtoiidition a th only
means oj mutual proration a?aint rati wars. But
mythic? equivalent toth erestiou of what is now
technically druomiuatt-.- d as a trust could hardly be sup-ro- d

tObibl evrn if the parties were at liberty to form
.t at pleasure. If the parties could come iito harmony
a toe subject, an arrangoment of the sort would U

I powerful in its control over the business interests
ef the country, and so susceptible to uses for mis-ah'.evio-

fturposea tL. pablic policy could net for a
tocaeat sanction it, at least unless by statute it were
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CONDITION OF TOE NAVY.

Secretary Whitney Telia of tli Progress Made
In liullding New War Vessels.

Washington, Nov. 30. Secretary Whitney
has presented bis annual report to the Presi-
dent. .After giving a brief review of the condi-
tion of the navy, as it will exist on tho 4th day
day of March, 1SS9, in comparison with the
same as it existed on the 4th day of March,
18S5, and furnishing a list of armored vessels
heretofore authorized by Congress, the Secre-

tary eays:
So far as armored ships are concerned, the subject

is yet to be treated in a bread way by the department
and by Congress. At the present time the condi-
tions are such that everything necessary to a first-clas- s

fighting ship can be produced and furnished to
the department in this country as soon a?, in the
course of construction, any element or feature is re-
quired; but this has never heretofore, until the pres-
ent time, been true, and therefore the consideration
of the subject has been necessarily postponed by tbe
department until the present time. The efforts of
the department in ship construction have necessarily,
since March, IS 85, been devoted to unarmorad ves-
sels; and as to these, the department is able to re-
port that when the ships in course of con-
struction and those authorized shall Lave been
completed, the United States will rank second among
the cations in tbe posseition of ucarmored cruisers
or "commerce destroyers," having the highest charac-
teristics, viz.: of a size 3,000 tons and upward and
possessing a speed of nineteeu knots and upwards.
The importance which has been placed uuon this
branch of naval armament will b appreciated from
the statement that England and France possess sLxty-fj- v

vessels of the class known as unarmored cruisers.
The attention of the world was attracted to the de-
structive effect which was produced cpon the com-mer- oe

of the United Mates by tte cruisers fitted out
under the auspices of the Confederacy in the war of
the rebellion. The total tonnage of the registered
vessols of the United States had risen, year bv year,
until, in 1801, it amounted to H.C-lH.tiil- tons, and
between 1801 and 1800 it was reduced to 1,492.924
tons, or, in other words, to the point which we had
reached in 1 819, from which dclino we have never
recovered. The insurance war risk upon American
Tessels during the war rose, in exceptional cases, as
high as 25 per cent.

Sir Charles Wilson, director-cenera- l of the ordnance
survey of Oreat Britain, recently stated that "if there
is one point clearer than another in the history of
commerce it is this that when a state cannot effect-
ually protect its carrying trade in time of war, that
trade passes from it and does cot return." And
Lord Charles Beresford, lately a member of the Board of
Admirality, in the same connection, stated: "To-da- y

one-ha- lf of tte peepio in England would absolutely
have no bread to eat but for tho food that comes in
over the sea. It is a matter of life and death for
you to protect the commeiee, and you have not the
ships to do it with." We canuot at present
protect our coast, but we can return blow for blow,
tor we shall coon be in condition to launch a fleet of
larga and fat cruisers against tbe commerce of au
enemy, able to inflict the most serious and lasting in-

jury thereen.
With regard to tbe production of the power

by machinery the report says:
An examination of the state of the art in 1885 11

to the conclusion that the machinery of naval vessels
ought to be so designed as to produce ten-hors- o power
for each ton of machinery, and it was determined to
make that tho standard and to enter into no contracts
that were not based substantially thereon. Plans of
machinery were purchased abroad which, upon trial,
bad approximated that result. Bidders were author-
ized to bid upon th plans thus submitted to compe-
tition, cr were permitted to submit their own plans,
but were obliged to guarantee the results determined
upon by the department under severe penalties for
failure, and with compensating premiums in case of
attaining bet-.e- r results. It rer.lta that all the con-
tracts for tie construction of ships which hive bc-o-n

entered into since March, 18P5, call for the produc-
tion cf power machinery equal to the hizhest stand-
ards. The efforts of the department in this matter
have been cordially seconded by the bureau chiefs,
and it is btlUved that at tne present time the depart-
ment has reached the point waere entire reliance can
be placed upon it for the production of war vessels
equal in character to those of any other country.

'It is gratifying to be able to report,'' says
the Secretary, "that, notwithstanding the large
expenditures for the new navy in the last three
years, the reduction in other directions has
made the total expenditure of the department
leas for these years than for the three years end-
ing June DO. 1S34, the ordinary expenses of the
department having been reduced over 20 per
cent. Tbe year 1834 S3 was omitted from tbe
calculation as not having been wholly in either
administrator The total expenditures of the
department for the three years ending June 30,
1884, compared with the three years ending
Jane 30, 18SS. items beir.tf taken from reports of
the Fourth Auditor of th- - Treasury and distrib-
uted under the various objects f expenditures
for tbe vears ending June 30, 1S32-S- 3 and 1S31
were $47,979.37 and for the years ending June
30. 16SC-87an- d 1SS8. $10,830,030."

Under the had of "Coast and Harbsr De-
fense Vessels" th states that In the
last annual report of the department the consid-
erations were given leading to the Conclusion that
it would b onwisn f. r tho department to follow
the course of tho r.uropaan powers in bnildlnc
unprotected torpedo boats, and io the present
uncertainty reardioff the practicability of aub-mari- ne

boats, and while waiting the practical
trial cf the dynamite gunboat, it has been
deems! wise for tho department to build one
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