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SexATorR RIDDLEBERGER says: “I am a
Repablican only so far as the matter of patri-
otism is involved. With that out of the issue.
] am as good a Democrat as any ome.” If it
were not for patriotism almost anybody could

be a Demoerat.

THE law requires the boards of State prison
directors to submit their reports to the Gov-
ernor, but in the case of the Jeffersonviile
penitentiary this requirement seems to have
Courier-

been stricken out and “‘Louisville

Journal” inserted.

MRr. BrxvM voted against the direet-tax
bill, which restores to Indiana a forced loan of
$769,000. As a disciple of Mr. Mills, an ad-
vocate of [ree trade, and a friend of the sup-
plus he eould not do otherwise. Bynum,
Milis and Oates, of Alabama, figure among

those who voted against the bill.

——

Tue Canadian governmer: is about to adopt
a counterpart of our excellent national bank-
When Canada shall have adopt-
ed, one by one, all the distinctive features of
this government, she will be ready to adopt
the governmen: itself. Then annexation
will come. Things are drifting thar way.

—s

THE ex-coufederates object to the payment
of any money cut of the treasury which they
are not to share, and as the direct tax bill is
intended to restore to several Northern States
funds raised to help put down the rebellion,

Mr. Cleveland is axpeoted to regard the South-
ern feeling in the matter, and veto the meas-

ing system.

ure. He will doubtless stand by his friends.

MEessrs. Byxvuym, Howard and Shively,
Democratic members of Congress from Indi-
ana, voted against the bill repaying the di-
rect tax to the States. The constituents of
these gentlemen should bear this in mind
when they ask for re-election. Tha treasury
of this State is sadly in need of replenishing,
and the sum of $769,000, which the passagé
of that bill would give the State, would save
just that amount to the tax-payers of Indiana.

~ SEcRETARY WHITNEY kindly agknowledges
to a New York interviewer that tha Republic-
ans made a magnificent political fight, but
adds that the Democrats were at a disadvant-
age in the campaign, because they had to
make g0 extensive a line of defense. What
they had to defend was President Cleveland
and President Cleveland’s policy; but isa’t ita
little disloyal for Mr. Whitney to speak thus
of his chief and his blunders? Must Mrs.
Whitney come to the rescue of the adminis-
tration again?

THAT wonderful old man, M. Delesseps,
seems likely to fulfill his own prediction that
be will live to see the completion of the Pan-
ama canal. He is theatrical, not to say
spectacular, in bis methods, but withal he is
eminently shrewd and practical, and has a
remarkable gift for transferring to others a
measure of his own entbusiasm in the some-
what unpromising enterprise. Ile has at least
earned a finad triumph by his ceaseless efforts,
whether he gains it or not,

DR. DABNEY, of the State Universily, in
his recent letter “in the interest of political
science,” stated that there wers 200 floaters
in the town of Bloomington, and intimated
that the Republicans got all of them. The
official returus show that the Democrats made
a gain of fifteen in Bloomington, while in
Van Buren township, in the same county,
where there are no floatsrs, the KRepublicans
ganed forty. That is about the way it went
ail over the State. The Democrats made
their gains in the cities, where there was a
purchasable vote, while the Republicans made

theirs among the farmers and soldiers.

o —_—— — ——— ——

BexaTor Voorukes, the telegraph warns
w8, is about to startle the country with ‘‘an
elaborate speech” on the Senate tariff bill

Of coumse, it is no trouble for the florid Sena-

tor to make a stunning speech on any sub-
jeet, but he excels on economie sabjeets of
far-reaching comprebension, requiring pro-
found study and uncommon aualytical and
logical powers to do them justice, The
picturesque Wabash orator brings to the per-
formance of such undertakings a highly-dra-
matic manner, a sonorous vocabulary, an ex-
uberant imagination, an unfailing self-confi.
dence, and a boundlees innocence of real
knowledge of the subject.

BosTox gave a Democratic majority at the
November election, but when 17,000 women
turned out and voted for school officers this
week the entire Republican ticket was over-
whelmingly successful, The moral seems
obvious to the intelligent and progressive
wmind; but unfortunately its effect is some-

ﬁ

what weakened by the circumstance tbat
Washington Territory, which elected a Demo-
cratic congressional Delegate two years ago,
when women voted, this year, when the
women were deprived of the glorious priv-
ilege, chose a Republican for the office. On
the whole, the wisdom of conferring the right
of suffrage upon women is still undetermined.

OLD SOLDIERS AND THE CIVIL SERVIOE.
The Grand Army Review, claiming to speak

for the soldiers, eomplains that during four
Republican administrations ‘‘not one veteran
of the war who was not an adherent, politi-
cally, of the party in power was ever ap-
pointed to a publie office.” In other words,
no Democratic soldier was appointed to office
during Republican administrations. It would
be a sufficient answer to this to reply that a
large majority of the old soldiers are Repub-
licans, and as long as there are plenty of Re-
publican soldiers, fit and competent, and will-
ing to take office, why should a Republican
administration appoint Democrats? A soldier
ought to understand the laws and usages of
war too well to expect any special recognition
in politics from a party he has opposed, at the
expense of an equally good soldier on the
other side.

In this connection, it may be of interest to
cite the legislation on the subject. In March,
1865, a month before the close of the war,
Congress enacted and President Lincoln ap-
proved the following:

Section 1754. “Persons honorably dis-
charged from the military and naval service
by reason of disability resulting from wounds
or sickness incurred in the line of duty, shall
be preferred for appointments to civil oftices,
provided they are found to possess the business
eapacity gecessary for the proper discharge of
the duties of such offices.”

Section 1755. “‘In grateful recognition of
the services, sacrifices and sufferings of per-
sons hovorably discharged from the military
and naval service of the country, by reason of
wounds, disease, or expiration of terms of en-
listment, it is respectfully recommended to

vankers, merchants, manufacturers, mechan-
ies, farmers and persouns engaged in industrial
pursuits to give them the preierence for ap-
pointments to remunerative situations aud
employments.”

These are now Sections 1754 and 1755 of the
Revised Statutes. The first is mandatory and
the second advisory. Both imply that, other
things being equal, persons who had served
in the army or navy, during the war, should
be given the preference in public and private
employments. In 1876, the following was en-
acted:

“Provided, that in making any reduction

of force in any of the executive departments
the head of such department sball retain those

persons who may be equally qualified who

nave been honorably discharged from the
military or naval service of the United States,

and the widows and orphans of deceased sol-

diers and sailors.”

Iv will be observed that, while these pro-
visions are plainly in the interest of old sol-
diers, and intended to give them the prefer-
ence over others in public appointments, they
also plainly require the possession of suitable
qualifications. Theidea is that, ‘“other things
being equal,” those who have served in the
army are entitled to preference. The first
rules adopted under the civil-service law, in
1883, provided that honorably-discharged sol-
diers then in the civil service, and the widows
and orphans of such, should be exempt from
the competitive examination required of
other persons for promotion. And the law
itself says, “‘nothing herein contained shall be
construed to take from those honor-
ably discharged from the military
er naval service  any preference
conferred by section 1754 of the Kevised
Statutes.” The elfect of this provision is to
still preserve for old soldiers the preference
among those who have passed the competitive
examination required by the law for original
appointments. All these provisions were
faithfully observed under Republican admin-
istrations. There is nothing in any of them,
either in letter or spirit, that would require a
Republican administration to appoint, retain
or promote a Democratic soldier in preference
to a Republican, though in certain cases a
soldier is entitled to preference, regardless of
polities, over those who have not been soldiers.
In making appointments under the civil-
service law, other things being equal, prefer-
ence is given to those who have served as sol-
diers, and in making removals the veterans,
without regard to politics, have a first claim
to retention. For all this legislation favora-
ble to the soldiers they are indebted to the
Republiean party.

YTHE effect of the direct-tax bill, if it should
become a law, would be to refund nearly $20,-
000,000 to the States which paid their pro-
portion of the tax levied by the act of July,
1861. The measure was called a tax, but it
was more in the nature of a forced loan. It
was levied on the States in proportion to pop-
ulation. Each State was allowed to collect
the tax in its own way, and those which paid
within a specified time were allowed a rebate
or commission for collecting, All the North-
ern States paid their pro rata shares in full,
that of Indiana being $709,144. The South-
ern States, which bad already seceded from
the Union, paid nothing, but partial payment
was enforced against some of them by levying
on property in possession of the government.
Alabama still owes £3511,028, Georgia $477,-
404, Mississippi $311,367, North Carolina
£190,000, Tennessee $251,763, Texas $£225,-
000, Virginia §213,501. The argument ia
favor of refunding the tax is that it was a
forced loan from the States; that the general
government has had ibe use of the money
twenty-five years, and, with a surplus in the
treasury, is now abundantly able to repay it.
The opposition’ to the repayment, coming
from Southerners and Democrats, is that it
is unconstitutional to refund a loan already
eollected and paid into the treasury; that it
would be an act of favoritism to the Northern
States, a-ud therefore unjust to the Soauth,
aud that the government is under no legal or
moral obligation to do it. The refanding bill
passed the House by 178 to 96, a large num-
ber of members not voting. It had previously
passed the Senate. That body will undoubt-
edly concur in some slight amendments made
by the House, and the bLill will then go to the
President. The impression prevaiis in Wash-
ington that he will veto it. If so, whatever
reasons he may give for his veto, the r-al one
will undoubtedly be that the bill weuld re-
Juee the existing surplus by nearly $20,000,-
000, If he vetoes it he will give sowe plaus-

ible and demagogical reason for it, but "xu-
real one will be that he wants to preserve the
surplus intact as long as possible as an appar-
ent vindication of his free-trade and other
finaucial vagaries.

AN interesting movement has just been in-
augurated by the meeting of the Southern
Interstate Immigration Convention, atMont-
gomery, Ala. The object of the convention is
to devise practical ways of advertising the re-
sources of the South and attracting immigra-
tion. The delegates, representing nearly
every Southern State, are, many of them,
connected with large business interests, and
the proceedings of the convention thus far in-
dicate a disposition todeal with the subject in
a practical and enterprising spirit. There can
be no doubt that the Southern States possess
great natural advantages and attrac-
tions, but the present eocial conditions
are not such as to invite imigigration.
By social conditions is meant not only
those relating to politics and the race ques-
tion, which &re gradually working themselves
out, but the question of schools, churches,
social advantages, markets, facilities of travel,
ete. The right kind of immigration, if it can
be induced to go there, will, in time, work
great improvement in thess conditions; but in
the meantime their low state of development
is a great drawback. The best thing the
Mountgomery convention could do would be to
take strong ground in favor of free schools
and more of them, bonest elections and a new
declaration of independence against Bourbon
rule.

IT is now explained that Mr. Holman's res-
olution in the House relative to the use of
money in elections is not intended to call for
an investigation, Democratic leaders thinking
the time too short for such a proceeding. The
truth is that this resolution was merely one
feature of the Democratic plan to make cheap
political capital by erying ‘‘fraud” and giving
out the impression that crimes against the
ballot were committed by Republicans at the
late election. Nothing ia further from their
intention than to honestly investigate charges
of illegal methods brought against either
party. In the cases where Republicans are
accused they know that the charges are in
most instances based on the flimsiest founda-
tion, and that those against members of their
own party are likely to be sustained
by the evidence. If the House com-

mittee really wants any information
concerning election outrages and a corrupt

vote, citizens throughout the country, includ-
ing some from Indiana who have observed
and suffered from Democratic raseality, will
willingly testify and will promise not to con-
sume unnecessary time in so doing. The

virtuous role is new to the Democracy, and
extremely difficult, owing to the glaring con-
trast between the actual character of the
party aud the one assumed.

AN Indianapolis “special” in the New York
Mail and Express of Tuesday avers that to a
New Yorker the Hoosier capital is distinctly
provineial, and remarks, by way of illustration,
that the old railroad depot resembles a locomo-
tive barn with a general air of want of sweep-
ing and paint about it. Inasmuch as the mag-
pificent new station, built on the site of the old
one, was opened to the public three months ago,
it would appear that the writer of this “‘special’
must have left bhere early in the campaign and
carried his manuscript with him. The bad
walking will acecount for the delay in publica-
tion.

e —

Tuoe United States district attorney at Pitts-
burg announces it as hLis opinion that the send-
ing of postal eards as notification o delinguent
tax-payers comes under the new law making it
& misdemeanor to send cards of a threatening
pature through the mails. This will make some
difference to unfortunate delinguents. The ex-.
tra mileage which is charged up against him ev-
ery timeacard is sent will, perhaps, be no
greater in case of a sealed letter, but the indus-
trious official will hardly estimate the cost of
his labor in sealiog and stamping it at less than
a dollar.

To the Editor of the Indianapulis Journsl:

Are the articles wheat corn, oats and pota-
toes protected by the tarifi? If so, please in-
form to what extent each article is per bushel

GREENWOOD, Ind. SUBSCRIBER.

Under the present tariff there is a duty of 20
cents a bushel on wheat, 10 cents a bushel on
corn, 10 cents a bushel on oats and 15 cents a
bushel on potatoes.

—_:-:_— -
To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal:

1. Can Jefferson Davis vote! 2 Does he
draw a pension. E O

ReDpgEY, Ind.

No, to both guestions.

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.
—— g ——

Mrs., Zoe Daxa Uxperinn, the story-
writer, is a daughter of .he editor of the New
Yeork Sun.

Proressor FERNALD, of Amherst College,
has one of the finest collections of ‘‘leaf-rollers”
in the world.

Dr. ArcHiBALD GrIkIE, the eminent Secotch
geologist, 1s a little man, with a big, nearly
bald head and a thoroughly Scoteh countenance.

AMONG the twenty odd women inspectors at
the New York custom-bhouse are a niece of
Thurlow Weed and a sister of Roscoe Coukling.

Ex-GovErxoR BERRY, of Bristol, N. H., is ia
good health at mnipety-two. Ia is seen on the
streets of that town every pllallni dly, as he
takes long walks and drives.

Bexsaymiy HazrisoN will be the sixtesnth
Fresident of the United States haviog only one
given name. No mano bas ever been eiected
President who parted his name on one side.

Di Grace WorLcorr and three other Ameri-
can physicians of the same sex were recently
honored in Vienna by an invitation from Prof,
Biiroth, the great surgeon, to attend his private
clinic and witness bia operatious.

Lapy DruvMyoxDp, one of the Ameriean girls

who married a title and came to griel, isnow
living in Hartlord, Conn., with her seven-year-
old danghter, who is heiress 0 §300,000, which
lawyers are trying to obtain for her.

Mg WHITTIER Will be eighty-one years old

pext Monday. One of the birth day preseats he
received last year, and which touched him

ceeply, was a balsam pillow made by an Indigm

Zirl from a tree that grew by the grave of Helen
Huot Jackaon,

Tae Grant Monument Association of New
York bave fixed the costof the propsed me-
morial to General U. 8. Grant at 2500.000. At

present the association has pnly £130,000 on
band, and 1t is said Coogress will be asked to
furnish £250,000 of the balancs.

THE Duke and Duchess of Marlborough will

entertain a sumber of friecds at Blenheim on
Christmas. Early next year they will give a
shooting party a chance at the Blegheim pre-
serves. This is the latest, aud so the story
that the Duchess had fled to the Hiviera ecannot

be true.

- MuEe. Parri-NicoList has acreed to return to
Paris soon as Juliette. This decision was
reached because M. Gounod fell upon his knees

before her and, with tears in his eyes, pleaded
to her not to desert him. Patti saw that 't was
a crying shame for such a msn to pray Lo her in
vain, so she wept copiously, placed her fair
band upon his head and teld bim she would
come bacik—at the susal rates of & swall foriune

'‘RIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 188S.

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e = s = = i i e

for each periormance. President Carnot, who
was seated in a box, was infermed of the joyfal
news and politely shed a few tears. Never be-
fore had the public seen Carnot weep.

Tuere is a romor in Washington that this
yvear Mrs. Cleveland is going to dress more girl-
ishly, use lighter oclors and fabrics, and simpler

cuts tban heretofore, since she came tothe
White House. Mrs. Folsom broucht her homs
a lot of new gowns from Paris, conforming to
this new ““fad” of Mme, la Presidente.

A CIRCUMSTANCE not generally known is that,
aceording to law, all mail matter addressed to
Sarah Polk, Lucretia Garfield and Julia D.

Grant may be sent free of charge. No signa-
ture or mark is necessary to the free carriage of
mail matter to either of the above-named per-
sons, all widows of Presidenta.

THE postage-stamp-collection mania eannot be
said to be dying ount. Ata recent auction in
Loudon the following prices for rare specimens

were realized: The blue block Cape error, £15:
the ‘‘Lady MeLeod” Trinidad local, £13 13s;
the three-lire Tuscany on the originsl envelope,
£12 12s; the New Brunswick sbhilling,
£5; Nova Scotia shilling, £4 5s.; the penunv
black Great Britamn, with V. R. ia cor-
ner. £5 13s. All the colonial stamps realized
gcod prices, showing that the interest in vari-
eties has largely increased.

Waite Bireh is the favored wood in the man-
ufacture of toothpicks, the wood being deli-

cately white, as well as sweet to the taste, and

there is a constant demand for the goods
at & little less than €2 a case of
150,000 picks. A: Harbor Springs, Mieh.,
the birch logs are sawed, steamed, and
cut into ribbons three inches wide; these are
ran through the machinery, eight or ten at
once, and fallin finished pieces into baskets
placed for their reception. be packing is done
principally by expert Indian women.

Mg, StrvarT CUMBERLAND, the mind-reader,
tells this story about Isabeils, the ex-Queen of
Spain. He was experimenting with her in t-y-
iog to discover am article hidden in another
room; and, of course, was anzious that she
should eoncentrate her thoughts on the article

and where she had bidden it. All went well till
they Lad passed the corridor between the apart-
ments, when suddenly it eame into Lor
Majesty's head to tell the thought-reader a bit
of gossip which she had just heard. After this
was done, “By-the-by,” said she, *‘l was to keap
thinking of something, was I not! What is it?"
No wonder the experiment failed.

OwWING to the widening of the approaches to
the new gate, & number of the inmates of the

old Dorotheenstaedter Ceometery, in Berlin, had
to be disturbed in their last resting-places.
Some eight or ten well-known celebrities were
exhumed and their remains reinterred in the

French cemetery. Among these were the re-
mains of Fichte (died in 1814), which have now
been placed side by side with those of Hegel; of
the jurist Carl August Kieuze, the philosopher
George Andreas Gabler, the councillor of medi-
cine W. Bremer, the novelist Baroness von
Imhoff, together with those of Hufeland and his
learned co-worker, Professor Osann. This God's
scre now containe the largest number of
Germany's great dead. ¢

COMMENT AND OPIXION.

Ir there is any person in the country who we
should think would wish to pe saved from some
of his friends, it is President Cleveland.—New
York Sun.

Is it not time for Southern men to stop talk-
iog about the ‘‘all pervading, all conguering
Aoglo-Saxon race!” and so rearrange their poli-
ties that ‘‘the South” sball not solidly misman-
age and bring to defeat any party with whioh it

allies iteelt?’—New York Herald.

Tre Democratic members of the popular
brauch of Congress have done even more than
the President himaself to drive their party out of
power and to make its entrance into power again
at any time during the next twenty years ex-

tremesly improbable.—St. Louis Globe-Demo-
crat.

IT is to be said for the present management of
the Postoffice Department that it is generally
impartial in the distribution of its blunders, In
this respeet it knows no North, no South, no
East, no West, which fact may be a slight con-
solation 1n the midet of daily griefl.—Iowa State
Reeister.

Ir the South entertain the mnotion that they
can contiuue to suppress the negro vote and rob
the ballot-box with impunity, they are grievous-
ly mistaken. There are thonsands of white Re-

Aublicans in the Uouth who are just as greatly
wionged by such methods as are the colored Re-
publicans. To them the cry of ‘‘negro suprem-
acy” will not apply.—Detroit Tribune.

I* President Cloveland was sver in favor of
civil-service reform, why did Le not, at the be-
gioniog of his admioistration, place the railway
mail service, one of the most important branch-
es of zovernment work, under the operation of
the Pendleton law! Simply beeause such action
would have prevented the turning ous of com-
petent Republican clerks.—Cleveland Leader.

THE poor need our sympathies and our aid
especially at this Yule tide of the year, but,
thank God, our poor are not getting poorer,
and the gap is not widening betwesn theex-
tremes of opulence and pauperism. Bat the whole
structure of American society is being lifted up
to a higher plane. The rich are getting richer
snd the poor better off; thanks, firat of all, to
the protective policy of the Repubiican party.
~—Philadeiphia Inquirer.

THE majority of men are for temperance and
will array themselves so whendver the question
shall be presented as an issue of vital import-
ance. If all is true thatis asserted of the power
of the salouns and the primary influence of the
brewing flrms that hold mortzages on them, it
does not imply that sneh influence can or will
dominate the country, though acting in secreey
and unison, it may hold the balance of power in
the great cities.—Portland Oregonian.

Tue fiouse can do the country a splendid
service and effectively rebuke the lobbyists by
promptly passiog the bill incorporating the
Maritime Canal Company. It is an American
enterprise through and through. It is the only
interoceanic measure that promises success and
assures American domination. Common patriot-
ism ought to have congressional expression by a
prompt and decisive vote of approval of the
5rana project. Pass the bill!—Troy (N. Y.)

lmes.

Ir is now well settled that the State hasa
right to fix reasonable charges for railroad serv-
iee. This right gives the public amvle protee-
tion against excessive charges. It then becomes
the interest of the public and of the railroad
companies alike to have uniform rates and the
most economical and efficient service. Thisean
only be secured by co-operation between the
roads, Without this co-operation, there is an
epormous waste, from wbich both the publie
and the railroads suffer. —Boston Advertiser.

IT makes very little difference, really, what
the Democrats in the House do at this session.
Their action will be the last expiring struggle of
a party which has been discredited by the peo-

le and deprived of power after a very short
ease, and so their antics will be rather a source
of amusement than otherwise., The best way
for the party to save its credit is to preserve an
attitude of Aignified solemnity and do nothing,
and then it will be sure not to get any aeeper
into the mire than it now is—San Francisco
Chroniele.

JUsT now the Democrats are amusing them-
gelves by asserting, with mmueh iteration and
mock solemnity, that General Harrison was
¢lected by the corrupt use of enormous sums of
money. Sueh talk will of course be taken for
what it is worth and will impose on nobody.
Smartiog under defeat, and seeing ita doctrines
repudiated by the great mass of intelligent peo-
ple, the free-trade Democracy seeks to consoie
itself by throwing mud at the victors and insalt-
ing American manhood. Its charges are simply
the ravings of dirappointed seekers for place,
power and spoils.—Rochester Democrat and
Chroaicle.
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A GOOD MAN MALIGNED.

- ——gl—
Two Bold, Bad Humorists Xusist that the

Private Secretary Is a Whietler,
Atlanta Constitution.
A studious attempt has been made to conceal

the fact that Eltjan Halford, Ganeral Harrison's

srivate secretary, ie8 a professional whistler.
Just why this attempt should be made at this
time it is impossible to say.

We have read the Republican platform more
than ooce, but we ean discover no plank therein
which raises an objection to cenuine and melo-
dious whistling. Such a __gltt is not ne_cen:riiy
an evidence of partisanship or sectiopalism, nor,
on the othar hand, is it an evidence of disloy-
alty., Why, thep, should Mr. Ehjah Halford,
aided and abetted by his newspaper, the Indian-
apolis Journal, strive to convince the American
publis that be is not the sweetest whistler to Le
found in the West!

Fortunately the Constitution has been able to
collecs some evidence on this subject that can-
not be disposed of by mere denial on the part of
Mr. Halford acd bis newspaper. Recently, Mr.
James Whitcomb Riiey and Mr. Willlam Nye
made a social visit to Atlanta, and while they
were here the Coustitution took advantage of
their knowledge to investigate the charges
acalost Mr. El:jah Halford ioc regard to his
whistling abil ties

Mr. Riley spoke in part as follows: “'I bave
koown Lije for years—in fact I bave dedicated
| some of my poems t0 him—and there has never

been a day when I was 1n his presence when he
did not whistle. He whistles like a canary with
a rape seed in his throat, becanse he can't help
it. e jumpa rapidiy from one tane to another,
and kess them all very high, bat it is all very
touching and soulful. The denial published in
the Indiacsvolis Journal is all a joke. Every
mao on the Journal knows that the people on
the streets which Halford travels on his way
home, #it up uutil 4 o'clock in the morning ia
order to hear him whigtie as he goes by.”

Mr. William Nye says: *I was never in the
Jouroal office but ooece, and that satisfed me.
Mr. Halford whistied all the time, and it was a
whistle that cou!d be heard in the press-room
above the din of the machinery. It was a trifle
wild in the upper notes, but it was a bheartfelt
whistie—a mediey shrill but sweet. I was very
giad I heard it, but [ do nmot want to hear it
again. Jt percolated my whole being, asit
were, and | have it with me yet, in the shape of
a broken dowa constitution and a few shattered
nerves.” '

In our opinion, this evidence settles the mat-
ter. Ougly the enemies of Mr. Halford will bere-

after deny that he has a talent for whistling.

——
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REV. DR. WILLIAM H. SCOTT,

Father of Mrs. Bewjamin Harrison.
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QUEER FRIENDS,
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People from Whom the President anda His
Wife Shouid Pray for Deliveranoce.

Atlanta Constitution.

A number of innocent-minded and provineial
people at the South—friends and admirers of
President Cleveland, among whom must be
classed the Constitution—wounld like to koow
the meaning (the true inwardness, as it were)
of the long and specific denials of slanders that
are said to be in eirculation about the Presi-
dent’s home life and bis personal habits.

These sarue innocent-minded and provincial
people would like to know whether these apeciis
and detailed denials are really put forth by the
friends of Mr. Cieveland, or whether they are
inteuded to give wider publieity to the slanders
which they profess to denounce. In all proba-
bility not one person in ten thousand has ever
heard of these slauders, or even suspected that
any such outrageous reports as have been de-
nied were in circulation; and it is safe to say
thst no reputable man or woman that heard
the:n would for an instant believe them.

Under these circumstances, why is it desmed
pecessary to deny in the most pamnfuily elabo-
rate maoner aseries or shocking slanders which
it wonld be imipossible for & sane human being
to believe or a reputable person to circulate!
We have geen two of these denials, one from a
correspondent of the New York Times, and an-
other embodied in an alleged interview with
Mrs. Whitoey, the wife of the Secretary of the
Navy, and they both leave the impression that
they are made with a sinister purpose. We may
be doing injustice here, but that is the impres-
sion the denials leave on our minds.

The object of the writer in the Times appears
to have been to advertise the slanders to the
public. The object of Mrs. Whitney (if the re-
port of her conversation is correct, which we do
not believe) seems to be to stad her dear friend,
Mrs. Cleveland, with a few of the sharp pointed
javelins that society women launch at each
other under the cover of friendship and polite-
nees. A man can see it, but onlv A woman can
thoroughly appreciate the sting that underiies
the remarks attributed to Mrs. Whitney in de-
scribiog Mr. and Mrs. Cleveland on the train
that brought, them Sounth. During the week
that Mrs. Whitney was with them on the train,
she saye (or, rather, she is reported as saying)
that the President and his wife rarely paesed
each other without ehueking chins, kisning and
having a “‘good hug”™ It would be difficult to
understand how a sensitive woman could appre-
ciate such a defense as this.

Mr. Cleveland and wife may well ery out for
somebody to save them from their alleged
friends. It ought to be apparent to them that
the shocking slanders that are said to be in e¢ir-
culation about them are beyond belief and need
no denial. No President the country hasever
had baa filled the office with more dignity, and
none have ever mors completely won the re-
spect and admiration of the American people.
As for Mrs. Cleveland, she stands to-day as a
perfect type of all that is lovely and gracious in
Awmerican womanhood. and more than this could
not be said.

The slanders retailed about them shonld be
permitted to lio where they originated—in the
gutter.

—
Minority Kepresentation,
Evavsville Journal.

As related to the trusteeship and dietatorship
of ihe benevolent, reformatory and penal insti-
tutions, this paper has before suggested the
placiog of a Kepublican on each board at this
political junectare. This is a ravorable time to
do it, while there is & lull in political feeling.
The Democracy has a decided majority in both
housss and oun joint ballot, and can set an
example that hereafter cacmot be departed
from  without incurring the disep-
proval of the publie. The principie of
minority representation applies in these cases
with peculiar force, Usually there are three
trustees or directors for such inostitutions.
Really, the law ought to require that both the
principal political parties be represented; then
the dominant party on joint ballot in the Legis-
laturs conld secure ascendancy on the boards
for the time being. In this way responsibility
would be measurably divided There are almost
always complaints . of irregularities and
mismanagement in esuoch  inostitutious,
Sometimes there are sufficient reasons for such
charges, bat, on the other hand, sometimes they
result from personal schemes and disappoiot-
ments. Itis well to keep a ciose watch over
them, but it 1s not desirable to have never-end-
ing scandsls in conpection with these institu-
tions. Decent people get sick and tired of sach
talk, unless there is good cause for it. By hav-
iog both the prinecipal parties represented on
thess boards there would aiways be one member
to ferret out abuses. Boards taken altogether
from one party are not conducive of honesiy acd

economy.

———

When to Annex Canada,
Albany Journal.

“If you fellers want to annex Canada,” said a
fur-clad traveler from Manitoba 10 an interested
crowd 1n one of the depots, to-day, ‘‘“vou wanter
accomplish the augmentation in the winter,
The baul would ba bigger.” When asked to ex-
plain, the eccentric gentleman said that tbe
averags depth of snow in Canada was about
fifteen feet in the winter. That had the same
effect in increasing the area of the country
as if the diameter of the earth were increased
thirty feet. Cauada is about three thousand
miles iz lengih from east to west. The filteen
feet of suow, as a simple ecaleulation shows,
increased the width by aboar twelve feet. The
distance from toe northern to the southern
boundary of the Dominicn is about fifteen hun-
dred miles. Makicg the same caleuletion as

before, it is found that the snow incresses that

distance by six feet. By an easy caleulation it
appears that these increases augment the total

area of the country by something over six square
miles, The mathematicians who Jistened to the
siranger’s discourse are still poudering over the
stranger's figures. His haste prevented them
from being guite exact, but they have the effect
of makiog oue think.
R N
Distrusts Their Professiona.

Greencastle Democrat,

We Liope onr Democratic friends are sincere
in their professions of friendship for electoral
reform. Nothing wou!d gratify the Ilapublican
minority io the Iodiana lLegislature more than
to aid them in that direction. It may be well,
however, to remind them that the only States
that have adopted the Australisan system of
voting are New York and Massachusetts, and
that a Democratic Governor and prospective
Democratic candidate for President named Hill
promptly vetoed it 1n the Empire State.

— i
Palmer's Mistake,

Washington Special,

There is a widespread opinion among poli-
ticians bere that General Palmer, of lllinols,
made a fatal misitake politicailly in so summarily
withdrawiog from the Grand Army of the Re-

—

publie. He was looked upon as the ecoming
mwan to lead the Democrats in their next presi-
dential contest. His course, it is conceded, will
be likely to make +ven & Democratic eonven-
tion, as far as Northern sentiment is a factor,
very slow about taking bim as a national candi-
date. The desertions from the organization are
Dot A8 numerons a8 was expectod and the
General's [llinois friends say toat he was a little
too hasty.

.
A JUDGE'S PECULIAR ORDER,

=die =011 A
An Attack Upon the Rights of Newspapers to
Poblish Testimony,

&t. Paul Special to ¥t. Louis Globe-Vemacral.

Duriog the progress of the Olsen morder
triai to-day in tbe District Court. Judge Kelly
lot his temper got the better of his judgment,
and issued an order the Czar of Russia would be
puzzied to duplicate. The order ercated a pro-
found sensation, and was universally con-
demoed by attorneys and the general publie,
Kuowing the power of the court, one afternoon
paper suflered itself to be builldozed, and re-
frained from any comments on the ease. It was
such a high-handed assertion of authority that
the nkase brought out a general dencnciation
from those who beard it. Later in the day
Judee Relly modified, or rather amended bhis
order of this morning, reduciog it to an order to
refrain from any comment which would bias
publie opinion.

Lhe subject came up in the course of a com-
plaint from Attorney Lwing, of ths deleose,
who said:

**We are all responsible to the general publie
for our actions here. The witnesses, officers
and every person connected with the trial are
answerable to the public. We act oniy for the
publie, and in their interest alone. The news-
papers are granted the privilege of publishing
the details and the testimony of this bigh tri-
bunal. Itis a well-known principle that where
a paper is allowed to publish a report it must
publish it fairly. 1 wanfto call the attention
of the court that morning papers, the [Moneer
Press, the Globe and tne Minneapolis Tribuune
have each coincided in dropping from the testi-
mony of yesterday alternoon the testimony of
Professor Bell on the aualysis of the spiual
coluomn, and bis account of the third exbuma-
tion. This is a matter of vast importance. It
stavds & menace to the court It is a fatal
omise<ion and tha public will not understand the
verdict when rendered. I cali the notice of the
court to their method of procedure. 1 ask that
there be made a jost discrimination upen this
horrible omission of proceedings. In case these
matters are not sent to the publie we will feesl
like publishiog a pampblet of these proceedings
and giviog them to the publie We want to deo
it as officers and as haviog votified the court.”

This looked as though Mr. Erwio wanted to
try the case though the newspapers. Judge
Kelly said that he had not been aware of any
omission, as he had not been reading the morn-
ing papers. Here the Judge turned to the
reporters aud ordered that there should be noth-
iog 2aid in the papers regarding the question
under discussion.

To make sure that he understood aright, s
reporter sought the Judge at the closmng of eourt
and requested further information. To this
request the Judge exclaimed:

“Do you mot understand the Eaogslih lan-

geage! I say you are not to mention this sub-
ect.”

Small groups gathered at the adjournment,
and warm discussions ensued as to what were
the rights of a newspaper in the court-room. It
was the generally conceded opinion that a paper
could publish what testimony it pleased to
publish, and omit whatever it desired.

—_—— - eal— - — -
A Nive-Year-Old Girl Official.
Trenton (N, J.) Times.

The city of Trenton ean c¢laim the brightest
and youngest city officer in the State. Misas
Hattie Owens, very cute and clever for a girl of
nine, has been made second assistant eity
elerk, and ean now be seen on duty at esrtain
hours filing away in their proper order the ofii-
cial documents in the city elerk’s office. When
Colonel Owens, the city clerk, took possession
of his new quarters, the publie documenis ap-

to be ecnsiderably disarranged, aud, on
complaining, he found a cheerful volanieer in
the person of his voung daughter, Miss Hattie,
who is very sruall, but sharp and methodieal.
She was assigned the work of reassorting, and s
doing it well. She 1s rather annoyed on acconnt
of being m girl, and announces thar, as second
assistant clerk, she desires to be called *Harry.”
and as such she is saluted by all the city offi-
cials. Miss Harry Owens is a pretty girl of
pleasant address, and with the mauuver of one
twice her age.

————

A New Name for West Virginia.
Wheelicg Intelligencer.

_Every State should have a distinct name of its
own, 80 far removed from the name of any other
State that no confusion of names can arise. It
should, if possible, take its name from some dis-
tinctive feature of ite own. For this State
“Kanawha" answers every requirement. “Ka-
pawha” is the name of the greatest river of the
State, and of a great, richjand rapidly growing
part of the Stata Our board of immigration
and development finds its work pot alittle inter-
fered with by this confusion of ideas, resulting
from the similarity of the names of the two Vir-
ginias. The obstruction of our progress is made
greater by the enormous and widely advertised
debt of the old State. The West V.rginia of to-
dav is o!d enough, big enough and strong enough
to have an individuality of ber own and a oame
as distinet as ber individuality, The chanve
ean be made by an amendment to the Constitu-
tion. If the people of the State desire the chan
Congress will readily assent.

e
The “Dudley Lotter."
Terre Haute Express,

It sesms that after all the bossts of the Dem-
ocrats at Indianapolis, that delectabls crew
were not possessed of sufficient evidence to pro-
cure the indictment and convictionof Me. W. W,
Dudley; that they have not the evidence, and so
disgraceful is the outcome that the Democratio
United States distriet attorney prefers to re-
sign his office rather than be further associsted
with the partiean effort to misuse the machinery
of the Ugited States courts.

It makes but little difference whether or not
Dudley wrote the letter ascribed to bim, so far
as the Republican party of Indiana is concerneq,
because Mr. Dudley bad nothing to do with that
ceampaigu. Even if be wrote the letter, there
was nothing dooe in pursuan~« therecf, becsuse
the national committee, with which he was con-
nected, wWas a straoger, 80 1o speak, to the luo-
dians fight. PBen Harrigon and ths Indiana Re-
publicans took care of lndiana.

——

There Will Be No Family Trouble,
Evansgville Journal,

QOur political opponents who are anticipating
a big row in the Republican camp over the
spoils of victory are doomed to disapointment
General Harrison will not have aoy sueh fool-
ishness 1f the signs of the times are read arignt.
The era of good feeling in the grand old party
has come, and come to stav., That every Re-
publican cannot have an office is a fact patent
to all. Contiopued harmony ian the party
is the ons thing wveeaful, and vpe man whe
has its weifare at heart will stir up strife or
urge his own selfish interests to the exclasion
of others equally deserving.

_—— = —————
Indisnapolis Alse Needs One.
Baltimore American.

There ought to be a pablis vigilsnes commit-
tee to take care of the nuisavces who carry
burning eigars in street cars. lovariably, thess
cigars are of the cheapeet and most odorous
kiad, for nobody but a ehesp man would commit
such an offense sgainst public decency. The
best possible way for a person to advertise his
lack of good manners i te be guilty of such an
action. A vigilance comuwittes would make
travel A great deal more pieasant, and wounid
contribute largely towards the education of
some poople in the art of decorum.

epekianatie s
Work for the Next Speaker,
Washington Special,

Representative Dunham, of Illinois, who bas
a head for figures, remarked, to-day, that the
next Speaker of the House would have no difii-

culty in satis{ying the claims on him for eom-
mittes places. There are cighteen States which,

ou account of their pulitical majority, will have

Do ciaims to the chairmanship of a committes,
and there are eight other States which will be

entitled to only one chairman each. This will
isavs forty -nine chairmanships to be distributed
among twelve States,

- 25
Democratic Economy.
Washington Special,

Public Printer Benedict has made a request
for an immediate appropriation of §350.000 te
meet a deficiency in the appropriation for publie
printing. This is a small 1tem in the sxvense
the Dewmocratic varty put the country to in the
passing of the Milis bill The prolongation of
the last session required much extira prioting.

_— e ———
One Person Whe Docsn’t Know AlL
Buffulo Express.

General Harrison's barbar is a very elose-
mouthed follow for a barber. Ile has been in
terviewed, and he pretends that he doesn's
know who is goiag ioto the CUabloet It w te
the discredit of American newsuvapsr snterprise
that this man's secrets are not torn from him.

—

What the Public Would Like to Hear,

Louisvills Courier-Journal.

The public would like to hear a debate be-
tween William Nve and James Whiteomb Riley
on the problem, “*Wili the Coming Man be Lianke-

—




