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IN the case of Clay county charity did
not begin at home. The people of that
county have contributed nothing to the
relief of alleged destitution in their bor-
ders, and have not yet discovered that
it exists.

Dorixa the decade from 1850 to 1360,
in which, the Sentinel says, ““this coun-

try had the lowest tariff that has been

in force since 1816,” hundreds of thou-
sands of American workingmen labored
for less than $2.50 a week.

No decision of any Supreme Court has
been more generally and more favorably
mentioned by the press than that lately
given by the Supreme Court of Indiana
which holds that a license is not a con-
tract. This, with the opinion given a
few months ago by Chief-justice Elliott,
that, without any legislation on thesub-
jeet, the liquor traflic would have the
same rights that any other traffic has, is
likely to put the license question in a
proper light before the people of all the
States, as his arguments are unanswer-
able, .

L ———

THERE was never any doubt as to the
invalidity of the act of the last Legis-
lature prohibiting the sale in this State
of the meat of animals slaughtered in
another State and inspected in accord-
ance with the laws thereof. The act
was an attempt to regulate and restrict
commerce between the States, and was,
therefore, an infringement upon na-
tional authority. Judge Johnston, of
the Porter Cirenit Court, has so held, in
a decision printed elsewhere. He dis-
cusses the questions involved in an able

and interesting manner.
—
THERE are indications of a great scan-

dal in the action of the last administra-
tion regarding Haytian affairs. Facts
now coming to light show that the ad-
ministration gave active support and aid
to the Haytian rebellion, and that the
United States minister and consul at
Hayti were open allies and agents of
Hyppolite. Two or three cases are cited
in which the minister is said to have
made several thousand dollars by serv-
ices rendered to the insurgents, in which
he had the active support of our State
and Navy departments. The matter is
likely to undergo thorough investiga-
tion as soon as Minister Frederick Doug-
Jass gets to Hayti.

SomMe  time ago the Washington
authorities declared that our commercial
arrangements with Capada did mnot
authorize Canadians to transport goods
from one Canadian port to another
Canadian port in bond, through Maine,
by the new short-line railway. This de-
cision has somewhat offended onr neigh-
bors on the north; they are busy in de-
termining what to do about it, and they
are discussing the wisdom of retaliating
by not allowing the United States to
transport goods, in bond, through Can-
ada. The question before the Canadian
Cabinet is what would be the probable
result of such a policy. This, with the
Behring sea question and the export
duties on logs, is ereating disenssions
bordering on uneasiness in the Domin-
ion.

Hox. Cuavxcey M. DErew's impres-
sions of the President and his adminis-
tration have the double merit of coming
from one of the brightest men in the
country, one of the best Republicans,
and one who is not asking anything of
the administration. He confirms what
the Journal has always said concerning
General Harrison, viz.: that he is fully
equal to all the demands of the presi-
dential office, and that, having been
elected by the people, he will be sole ex-
ecntive head of the government, with
all the term implies. He will be that
because the Constitution makes it his
duty. As the country becomes better
acquainted with President Harrison, it
will find he is as little apt to shirk any
duty or respon sibility of his position, or
abdicate any part of his const itutional
power, as he is to exercise or claim any
that does not belong to him.

It seems the negotiation for the open-
ing of the Sioux reservation is being
greatly embarrassed, and may be de-
feated, by the meddlesome machmmations
of “Dr.” T. A. Bland, formerly a resi-
dent of this city, and well remembered
here for his harmless vagaries. Since
going to Washington, many years ago,
he has made a hobby of the Indian ques-
tion, and by long ‘and persistent posing
as the red man's friend has managed to
gain eonsiderable influence among In-
dian humanitarians, and with some of
the Indians themselves. In the present
ease he is using it to induce them to in-
gist on maintaining their tribal relations
—a course directly opposed to the Indian
policy of the government and to the
views of those best informed in regard to
Indian affairs and most friendly to the
conservation of their true interests,

The maintenance of Indian tribal rela-
tions has been the greatest drawback to
the solution of the Indian question in
the past, and is still the greatest hin-
drance to their advancement and civili-
zation. In urging the Sioux Indians to
this course, Dr. Bland is dcing what ke
can to prevent the opening to white set-
tlement of an immense tract of unprofit-
able land, and is encouraging the Indians
to continue a life of loaferism and semi-

savagery.
GRADY'S IMPENDING DANGERS.

Is there anything more enjoyable than
the scintillations of a young orator when
he is relieving his mind of thoughts
which to him are new, and which he
imagines are for the first time promul-
gated with proper emphasis and proper
adjectives? This is always the case
when his topic is the dangers that
threaten our Republie, and you can see
in every gesture and in every inflection
that he is sure that he has come to the
front just in time to save a crash. Such
must have been the feelings of the
audience which recently listened to the
great speech of the great orator, Henry
W. Grady, of Georgia, at the University
of Virginia. His theme was the dangers
to the Republic growing out of the cen-
tralization of power and the increase of
wealth. The young man may not know
it, but that same alarm was sounded
more than a hundred years ago, and it
has been repeated in one form or an-
other at every college commencement
for a century. The truth is, there never
was much of a concentration of power
until the States’ rights, local-govern-
ment theory began to ripen into rebel-
lion against the Urion. Until then it
was dormant, though in esse. Perhaps
Mr. Grady, though hardly old enough to
have been an eye-witness, may remem-
ber that there was considerable of this
concentrated power, say about the 1st
of March, 1865. There has been very
little necessity to display it for nearly a
quarter of a century, but it is there,
ready for use, when occasion shall re-
quire. As to the alarming increase of
wealth, that is merely a poetiec ornamen-
tation of his speech. It is the
glory of America that she bhas
increased in wealth beyond any nation
on earth, and that wealth is more gen-
erally diffused among the people. There
are not half as many millionaires, rela-
tively, as there were during the time of
the revolution and for twenty-five years
afterwards. No Vanderhilt, or Gould,
or Astor equals, relatively, the Wash-
ingtons, the Lees and others of the rev-
olutionary period, compared with the
pecuniary condition of the common peo-
ple of that period. There was more
concentrated wealth in the South in
1860, counting the thousands of acres
and hundreds of slaves which were
owned by individuals, who held also
almost absolute ownership of the pol-
itics of their States. Even Calvin S.
Brice, the money king at the head
of the Democratic party, would
hardly compare with the wealthy
slaveholder of thirty years ago.
There is a hundred-fold more wealth
now than then, but through the wise
policy of the Republican party these
thirty years, itis more generally diffused.
Their homestead policy, their proteetion
policy and their currency policy have
resulted in increased wages to the wage-
worker, and increased personal and do-
mestic comfort to all. Oeccasionally
there crops out a millionaire, like Chair-
man Brice, who hopes to buy the sena-
torship bought by Senator Payne with
“concentrated” coal oil, but. these are
the exceptions.

It is well for Mr. Grady to spread him-
self when addressing the young men of
Virginia, and to fire their hearts against
that iniquitous centralization of power
which spoiled the schemes of the States-
rights Demoecrats of thirty years ago,
and make the greatest speech of his life
—that is the way our great Indiana
orator always does; but the American
people will not be frightened into fits by
his eloquence. They will hold on to that
centralizing of power Which holds even
Georgia and South Carolina in the family
of States, though against their choice,
and they will not readily abandon the
Line of policy which makes even a Brice
a possibility while the millions are pros-
perous and happy.

Ir the Board of State Charities went to
Clay county in an official capacity it
should make an official report. The law
creating the board says:

The board, in its discretion, may at an
time make an investigation, by the whole
board or by a committee of its members, of
the management of any penal, reformator
or charitable institution of the State, an
snid board or committee, in making any
such investigation, shall have power to
send for persous and papers, and to ad-
minister oaths and affirmations; and the re-
port of such investigation, with the testi-
mony, shall be made to the Governor, and
shall be submitted by him, with his sug-
gestions, to the General Assembly.

Another section of the law requires
the board to prepare and print every
vear “a full and complete report of all
their doings during the preceding year.”
These provisions of the law make no
reference to strikes or labor troubles,
but they evidently require the board to
keep an official record and make a report
of all its transactions. It is contrary to
public policy to invest official proceed-
ings with seerecy, and in this case the
law explicitly requires a report.

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.

+—-
PriNCE BiISMARK is said to take more

pleasure in recounting the dueling and
drinking feats of his student days than in
relating any of his later triumphs 1n the
field of statesmanship.

PRESIDENT HARRISOX will not have an
appointment to the Military Academy un-

til June, 1590, for admission to the Academy
in June, 1801, when but one cadet *“at
large” will be graduated.

As William of Germany and Humbert of
Italy were driving to Charlottenburg one

of their horses fell down. Germanyv unhar-
nessed the brute and Italy saton his head.
The Kodak eamera has not yet been heard
irom.

Dr. Sornia KowaLewskl, professor in
the University of Stockholm, was induced
to puarsue her mathematical studies by

her husband, a famous Russian naturalist,
who perceived her remarkable aptitude for
that branch of learning.

Tne chief topic of discussion in London
clubs and court circles is the betrothal of
Princess Lounise Vietoria Alexander Dag-
mar, of Wales, eldest daughter of the Prince

and Princess of Wales, to the Earl of Fife.
FPrincess Lounise has a very pretty figure,

\ about wmiddle size, and a face with plenty

|

of character., She was born in Marlbo-
rongh House, Febrnary 20, 1867. The Earl
of Fife has been, for many years, a close
friend of the Prince and Princess, and is
very popalar.

AT a dinner party given to the Emperor
and Empress of Germany lately the hostess,
Countess of Waldersee, formerly Miss Ma
Lee, of New York, performed the difficult
feat of walkiug backward the whole length
of a high staircase, managing her train
with great dexterity.

TWENTY days before the Eiftel tower was
opened to visitors, nobody could be found

who was willing to establish a restaurant
on the high platform. Every speculator
was al’miclI that the idea wonld not be sne-
cessful. But the men who were bold
enovagh to wake the attempt are now wmak-
ing fortnnes.

Miss May Forrescug, the English ac-
tress who was fortunate enoungh to obtain
£0,000 damages from Lord Cairns in a
breach-of-promise trial, some years ago, has
just succeeded in winning another case of
similar nature against a Mr. Laurence
Henry St. Paul Moore. On this ocecasion
she was content to accept a verdict of
£1.,500,

« THE old elm tree, withered and dead in
the top from old age, which stands at the
entrance to the sonth approach to the State

Capitol at Harrisburg was spared from de-
struction years ago at the request of Gen.
Cameron, who h:(f taken a liking to it and
had asked that it should be left untouched
during his lifetime. He was so earnest in
pleading for the tree that his wishes were
respected. :

JUuLIAN HAWTHORNE has written twenty-
nine books. In person he is about five feet

eleven inches in height, slender, but a good

deal of an athlete, and he has a very hand-
some face. His home is 2t Scotch Plains,
N. J., and his summer residence at Sag
Harbor, Me. He has five giris and 1wo boys,
the former, of whom are named, respect-
ively, Hildegarde, Gwendolen, Gladys,
Beatrice and Imogen.

Tne Duchess of Marlborongh, who was
once Mrs. Hamersly, of New York, has ap-
plied for another £100,000 out of the accu-

mulated income of her former husband’s
estate. Since the contest over Mr. Hamera-
ly’s will began, the Duchess has drawn
from the income of the estate about g726,-
000. It has been held that she is entitled
to these accnmulations. The value of the
personal estate is about £3,000,000.

SiMoN CAMERON'S country place was a
square, old-fashioned farm-house, with a
long lane leading up to it, and a big barn, in

which the old General took a great pride,
standing just outside the garden gate,
There was no telegraph wire or telephone
station within three miles of him. He
would have none. When he came to the
farm he wished, if possible, to get out of
the reach of the men who came to him day
after day in his Harrisburg home, loaded
withdprupoaitions. and suggestions, and de-
mands.

A CORRESPONDENT writes that in the
cemetery of Heiligenkreuz, near Vienna, a
white marble headstone has just been

Elaced over a grave on which the grass has
ardly grown green. The inscription on
the stone is:
MARIE, BARONESS DE VESZERA.
Born March 19, 1871,
Died Jan, 30, 1889,
“Life is a flower; it opens and is plucked.”
This is in memoriam of the young woman
who shared the tragie fate of Crown Prince
Rudolph. ;

AN unusunally valuable catseye has just
reached London. It comes from Ceylon,
and was originally found by a laborer who
was loading a cart with earth. He sold it
for ninety rupees, and then, in its uncut
state it weighed 475 carats. Subsequently
it passed through several bands, and ul-
timately fell into those of a native rice
merchant, who gave 9,000 rupees for it and
had it ent. Its Fresent weightis 170 carats,
and it is insured for 30,000 rupees, Itis
described as reflecting four opalescent rays,
combining to form a simple brilliant rayv.

BErore Simon Cameron was tweniy
years old, and when he was working as a
printer, he let slip a big knife with which
he was eutting paper, and served an srte-
ry 1n his groin. Had he not known enough
toapply pressure at the right spot he would
have died from loss of blood before a doce-
tor could get to him. Forty years ago, in
Baltimore, he was caught between a mov-
ing train and a wall, and so dangerously
bruised that he was laid up for weeks,
Despite these mishaps, he lived to cele-
brate his ninetieth birthday on the Sth of
last March.

COMMENT AND OPINION.
—_—————

HagBIT is stronger than sin, or sloth. or
folly, and the habit of uninterrupted labor,
or the loss of self in some work meant to
be for a time, forges chains that only
life itself can break.—Louisville Courier-
Journal.

Tue soldiers who fonght for the Union
from '81 to '65 have duily evidence that
they did not throw away their votes when
they cast them almost solidly for an Amer-
'il"m'lll; administration last fall.—Detroit

rivune. ’

Tue theory of free trade issustained only
by the exceptions to the general rule. The
great weight of evidence 1s in favor of pro-
tection. If exceptions prove anything they
yrove the rule, and not its opposite. -«%le\'e-

and Leader.

Thae people of the United States will not
patiently see any European power violate
the Monroe doetrine, and it behooves the
national government to kne){a} close and
jealous eye on the isthmus, While to-day
it is not regarded as a subject of first-class
importance, this canal and its control is
likely to become one of the burning ques-
tions of a coming age.—Boston Globe.

WHY not strike at the very root of the
matter, and, by closing our ports to foreign
immigrants, shut out all those from whom
the ranks of the Anarchists and Nihilists in
this country are recruited? Shat them out
effectually, and 1t will not take us long
either to convert their fellows now here to
a better way of thinking, or compel them
to scek quarters elsewhere.—Pittsburg
Chronicle,

THE experience of Pennsylvania hasbeen
decidedly against local option, and it is
(Fute probable that it will not be repeated.
The question is a very grave one, and the
recent vote of the State (‘.lc‘-ur1¥ means that,
as at present advised, thé best possible
method of restraining the abuses of the
liguor traffic is by a carefully devised and
resolutely enforced license system.—Phila-
delphia Times.

AN unarmed nation is at the mercy of all
other nations, and they are armed. A few
hours’ work performed by the war ships of
an enemy would destroy a hundred ti
more wealth than is needed to bmild
maintain a system of national defenses.
be such an unarmed nation as, by almost
criminal neglectana folly, the United States
1s to-day, is to be exposed to insult withont
the means of punishingit, and to be unable
to maintaiu 1ts rights or its dignity except
guh words and pieces of paper.—New York

un.

The State Press,

Tur State Entomologist, with blood in
his eye, has come maufully to the front and
jumped on the green bug that is eating the
wheat. He calls it the syphonophora ave-
nwe, and if that fails to crush the pre-
sumptuous insect he is ready to hammer it
with a name twice as long.—Hartford City
Times,

PronasrLy the most killing of all the
humors of the commencement season 1s
when some cross-romds  politician, who
never studied a solid two hours in all his
life, gets on his legs and assures the aspir-
ing graduate that the student life does not
end at graduation: that the student life
has, really, then bnt just begun.—Rich-
mond Telegram.

SuUprosE the appropriation for pensions
isexhausted, what does it show? It shows
that the appru|]nriutiuu is not large enough,
and that it ought to be made larger. With
the mwillions of uscless money piled up in
the Treasury why should any Union sol-
dier be made to sutfer want? It istime
enough to complain and ecall a halt wheA
the necessity arises, and there is no pmlm-
bility that such necesity will arise in this
country during the life of any soldier of the
late war.—Columbus Republican,

DurriNGg the last presidential campaign
one of the strongest arguments put forth
by the free-traders was the alleged fact
that the farmers were getting deeper and
decper in debt all the time, because *‘the
markets of the world” were not open to
themw. It was particularly shown that the
farn - of Illinois were overwhelmingly
mort. ced. It now turns out that farm

groperty in 1llinois is much less mo ged
han the railroads, manufactures and com-
mercial interests of the State. And so it
secms that the farmers are not so badly off
after all.—Terre Haute Mail

Tue talk of Mr. Blaine being the real

wer behind the throne and of Harrison

ing a mere puppet in the present national
administration, has ce in consequence
of the fact that it has been made clear to
the discerning that a satisfactory uunder-
standing exists between the President and
his Secretary of State, and that their offi-
cial and personal relations are of the most
agreeable kind. During the brief period
Mr, Blaine has held the office of Secretary
of State under this administration, he has
accomplished more than his predecessor,
Mr. Bayard, did in his entire term of four
vears, and in his diplomatic endeavors he
has had the cordial assent, support and co-
operation of the President himself.—Lafay-
ette Courier.

OUR MINOR COURTS.

Evils Connected with Their Administration of
- Justice and the Remedy Therefor.

To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal:

It has always been the aim of the En-
glish-speaking people to remove the judi-
ciary, so far as possible, from mercenary in-
fluences, and to separate its members from
all personal and political power. So far as
possible, it has been an object with the
American people to make its jvdiciary in-
dependent of anv and allprevious political
affiliations, With the federal judiciary
the appointment of the judges is made by
the President, by and with the advice of
the Senate; and after their appoiutment
they, for their lives, are beyond the power
and control of the executive or legislative
departments, except by way of impeach-
ment by the latter. While this judiciary
has been frequently criticised for its
alleged leaning to this or that litieal
party, and sometimos meritorionsly, yet
no set of tribunals having as many ques-
tions bordering so closely on political
']:roblems. are so little open to censure for

eing swayed by their party allignces and

rejudices, as the federal judiciary; and so
ar as personal favoritism in its decisions
are concerned, few, if ung. such charges
have ever been made. The exalted char-
acter of the offices held bﬁv these judges has
kept them above reproach.

As much cannot be said of the supenor
and appellate courts of the United States.
Both the appoiutive .and elective systems
have been adopred, often both at different
times in the same State. The elective sys-
tem by the Legislatures have proven the
most uunsatisfactory. An election bl\: the
popular voice or by appointment by the ex-
ecutive have each their adherents, but it is
difficult to sar which is preferable. Each has
produced deleterious results and brought
shame upon the judiciary; but, in the main,
and with few instances oi corruption, the
Stnteﬂudlciarws.at‘e exemplary models of
uprightness and integrity; and of the char-
acter of the great number of the judges
who have occupied the bench in this coun-
try, the people have just cause to be proud.

But this statement is limited to those |

jndges holding commissions in courts of
su éwrwr jurisdiction, .

‘ontrary to all practice in other in-
stances, England 2id Americs have pur-
suned a different course with reference to
their inferior courts, such as police and
mayors’ courts, and justices of the peace,
especially the latter. The office of justice
of the peace is a very old gne, and its name
indicates the object of its creation—to kee
the peace. At firstit had only crimina
jurisdiction, but in this country its jurjs-
diction has been greatly increased and ex-
tended to many ecivil cases, often
to matters  where  the amount
in controversy reached as high as
$300. In matters of small amouunt
their jurisdiction is often exclusive, and
must, of necessity, be resorted to for the
redress of minor wrongs. Because of the
cheapness of litigating in them, and the
facility with which business can be expe-
dited, they are very much pntronizmtg_ry
the public. JurX trials are allowed in
many of them; and the jurors' pay is usual-
ly assessed to the losing party; but in a
criminal prosecution. if there be an ae-
quittal, none is allowed. The {ces of a jus-
tice of the peace are usually taxed wo the
losing party, like pay of the jurors. In this
practice there is a constant source of indi-
rect bribery; and it is astonishing that the
practice has been so luuﬁ tolerated.

The charge is frequently made, and it is
every lawyer's experience, that if one party
is able to pay costs and the other cannot be
made to do so, the chances, in many
of these minor courts, of exact jus-
tice being done, is rather remote;
and the party who can be made to
respond to a judgment for costs will, in all
probability, have one to pay. Few jurors
are iuclinﬂi to donate their services to the
meting out of justice when their reward
will be only an assuring conscience that
they have done right, There are notable
exceptions to this—many of them; but
where there is a serious attempt made on
both sides the result of the case is casily
determined, whether tried by the jnstice or
the jury, against the party who is liable to
pay, either voluntarily or cowmpulsively,
rather than against the other, who will in
all erobabilit.; never pay. Iun a State case,
with such a jury ori'ustlce. a conviction is
almost inevitable. The question of pay or
no pay is wonderfully potent in determiniug
who shall win, And it will haveits weight,
despite the declaration to the contrary,
however upright the deciding person may
attempt to be.

By this silent bid for corruption, other
corruptions are bred. Often, especially in
small towns and cities, men of little busi-
ness capacity, or those of little serupnlous-
ness, seek the office thereby to earn a liveli-
hood, and when attained, the office must
be the meaus of providing them a living,
however it be attained. From step to step
they, either wittingly or unwittingly, pro-
ceed until their offices are means of achiev-
ing an end rather than measuring out
justice. Heavy fines are assessed of which
no records are made, 1n order to secure the
amount of the fine for their own pockets.
Defendants are assessed the lowest punish-
ment, when their purses are light, and
whatever amount they are able to pay is
apphed to the costs, and if any be left,
then to the fine; and if none is left, they
are discharged according to the agreement.
The amount of the fine—even of costs—be-
comes & matter of bargain, between the
court and the accused, under the promise
of a plea of guilty. Understandings often
exist between the judge of the minorcourts
and the peace officers, to arrest suspected
persons or trump up charges against
them, with the aid of malicious and
irrespousible persons, in order to
secure fees, and when such persons are
brought before them to persuade them to
enter pleas of guilty. using as a pretext
that 1t will be cheaper than to stand a trial
and be convicted. Thus, they become ver-
itable dens for black-mailing.

In larger cities the minor courts are not
open to many. if any, of these charges, but
there is a constant solicitation by the pre-
siding ofticers therein, as there is in small
towns and cities, for business. Can it be
said that a judge who solicits business of
one, who becomes his patron, is free from
bias or favor! It certainly cannot. It is
no uncommon thing for these otficers to act
in the capacity of adviser and attorney to
those whose business they solicit, to the ex-
tent of advising a suit, upon the facts be-
ing laid before them, and drawing up the
necessary papers. Such actions ard highly
improper and deleterious to the administra-
tion of justice. Some of these minor courts
in larger cities swell beyond all propor-
tions in the amount of busipess they
do. It is said that in_Chicago, in
the Dbusiness portion of the ecity, the
oftice of justice of the peace is worth $20,-
000 a year. The writer has known over
fifty cases tried and decided by one of the
justices of the peace of that city, in one
day, 1 four hours’ time,

ustices of the peace, and the like, are

proverbially ignorant of the law they at- |

tempt to admimster; and if anything be-
vond the investigation of a simple case ot
facts unobscured by law questions is neces-
sary, the result is usually as uncertain as
the tossing of a copper for “heads yon win,
tails you lose.” Ninety-nine times out of a
hundred it is beyond the possibility of get-
tmﬁ at the law and merits of the case; and
in this respect these courts are practical
failures—they are not “courts of law,” but
“courts of guess.” Whether justice is thus
perverted willfully or ignorantly, the only
remedy the injured party has is by an ap-
peal when that is allowed. toa higher
tribunal; thus adding cost to litigation and
crowding them with matters of trivial
importance to the detriment of more serious
ma_tterﬂ.

Not only is the system of indirect bribery
extended to these minor courts, but to
prosecnting officers. Prosecuting or dis-
trict attorneys are usually allowed a fee

for every conviction, if the fee can be
made out of the property of the convicted.
Instead of attempting to tind out whether
an accused is guilty or not the prosecution
often descends into a struggle for a verdict
of Euilty regardless of the fact of guilt,
probably more so than few surmise. The
aim often is to secure a conviction, not to
panish for crime committed. Evidence
tending to establish innocence has been
withheld in many a case hx unscrupulous
prosecuting officers in order to gain the
case and secure a fce. Understandings,
often exist between these prosecuting
officers and some of the presiding officers
in these minor courts, that they will be
patronized to the exclusion of others if
convictions shall be the aim, or reasonable
assurances of findings of guilty be given.
Thisis a state of affaira that caonot be
complacently contemplated by an honest
man_or an upright public, and one not
craditable to the government that tolerates
the system producing it.

No doubt some are asking: ‘“What are
you going to do about it?’ Let the office of
justice of the peace, and all minor offices of
this kind whose incumbents depend on
their fees for their compensation,
abolished; and 1n there place let at least
one court, with the same jurisdiction, be
established for each county, and, if re-
aquired by the populavion, let there be two
or_more, Provitfa a salary for the ll)re-
siding officers in these courts which will be
suflicient to procure men of ability, integ-
rity and learning. If a jury be demanded
in them. let the jurors’ fee be paid out of
the public treasury. In the case of the
ﬁmcuting otliger. etrl&:s satl:r{hal::onll:

is graded according e
;-ioti git:ilie county or dustrict for which he
is elec '

Let the usual costs now taxed be taxed
the way they are now, and be collected
%:y the officers 'llrlhoi now colllloct t"t‘?u‘mm..

rocess, allowing suec ce
tgq pfoos now allowed. ' Let
costs collec except witness
the collecting o t y
the public treas to reimbarse it for the
outlay the State has made in providing
these minor courts of justice,

If this plan be adopted, costs may in
many instances be.reduced. and litigation
made less expensive to the litigants. Chge
‘v’rilllha decided n their me::tt-a. gxl{) g

the question of compensation fa
igam. e?ther by or under the c_ii.mcnqrof
trained jud of executive ability. - The
guilty will t? mora liable to be punished,
and oppression abolished. The whole
tone of the admnistration of justice in our
minor courts will be elevated and purified.
Fewer cases will be appealed, the cost of
litigation thereby lesened, and the admin-
istration of business in the saperior courts
be unhampered by trivial matters.
W. W, THORNTON.
CRAWFORDSVILLE, Ind., June 28,
el

THE BEEF-INSPECTION LAW,

Grounds on Which It Has Been Declared
Uncoustitutional by Judge Johnston.

e ——

Chicago Herald.

The last Legislature of the State of In-
diana passed an act prohibiting the sale of
fresh meat in any of the counties of the
State, unless the animals had been first in-
spected alive within the county where the
meat was to be offered for sale. James B.
Harvey, an agent for Swift & Co., was ar-
rested at Hammond, Ind., last week, and
fined 850 by a local magistrate for selling
dressed beef slaughtered in Chicago. He
was committed to jail for failing to pay his
fine. He was taken before Judge William
Johnston, judge of the Porter Circuit
Court, on a writ of habeas corpus, where
he filed exceptions, putting in argument
the constitutionality of the act under
which he was fined. Judge Johnston has
given an able snd elaborate opinion. in

which he holds that the law under which
Harvey was fined is unconstitutional, and
he discharged the prisoner. In his opinion
Judge Johnston quotes from many anthori-
ties and cites paraliel cases. He picks the
new law to pieces, taking it up section by
section, and ﬁrowa facetious as he guotes
the title of the act—'for the protection of
the public health.” The case is the more
interesting as it is the first one under the
new law. The gist of Judge Johuston's
opinion is as follows: e

“If this statute is constitutional and
valid, then the relief prayed for cannot be
granted; otherwise, the petitioner is enti-
tled to the benetit of the writ and should be
d:scharged. Courts are loath to interfere
and should be very guarded and careful in
rendering any opinion that destroys the ef-
fect of an act of the Legislature, but when
such net is clearly unconstitutional, they
should not hesitate to so pronosince it.

“This statute amounts toa prohibition
against the introduection into our State, for
consumption, of all dressed fresh meats.
None other can be marketed in our cities
except such as has been inspected alive
within the bounds of the county and State
in which the city is situated, or such as
farmers within the State may have raised
or fed and slaughtered. It is well known
that dressed fresh meat has become an im-
portant article of commerce, and it is quite
extensively shipped from one State to an-
other, as well as into fereign countries.
in faet, in very many of our cities our meat
markets are largely supphied with fresh
meats shipped from adjoining States. It 18
then judged, by the authorities on the ques-
tion, an article of interstate commerce,
Whenever any article has begun to move
as an article of trade from one State to an-
other, commeyce in that commodity be-
tween the States has begun.

“In Webster's Unabridged Dictionary
‘commerce’ 18 defined as ‘the exchange of
merchandise on a large scale between dif-
ferent places or communities.” This em-
braces two distinct ideas: First, thay of
exchange in its largest sense, including
barter, the giving of one commodity for an-
other, and’ sale, the exchange of an article
of property for money, the representative
of all values. From this definition 1t will
be seen that there can be no commerce un-
accompanied by exchange or sale. The
other idea emﬁmcet_i in the definition is
that of transportation, for to constitute
commerce the exchangs must be between
different places or communities; and any
law that either prevents the transportation
or sale of merchandise totally destroys
commerce by the exercise of that power
alone. Commerce, then, involves the dea
of carrying the commodity intended for ex-
chanﬁf to another place where, we may
say, the market is to be held and the sals
accomplished. Hence, without both trans-
portation and liberty of sale there can be
no interstate commerce.

“No power of Congress has been more
jealously guarded against than this, and
the attempt of ditfferent States in varied
forms to evade it in pursuit of some par-
tial and temporary advantage and the uni-
form and wise ruling of theSun e Court
of the United States against all astempts
to evade and avoid this exclusive power of
the national legislature are one of the nost
interesting subjects of federal jarispru-
dence. It may, however, be contended that
the act in question is & lpm T exercise
of the police power of the State, and as
such ought to be wpheld. As a police
power of the State in its range comes very
near the field comutitted by the Constitn-
tion to Congress, it is the duty of the courts
to guard vigilantly against any intrusion.
What the flmlme power is it is difficult to
define with a sharp precisjon. It is geuer-
ally said to extend to making regulstions
Kromotn’c of domestie order, morals,

ealth and safety. 1t extends to the pro-
tection of the lives, limbs, health, comfort
and ﬂumt of all persons. and the protection
of all property within the State. It mayv
also be admitted that the police wer of
the State justifies the adoption of precaun-
tionary measires against social evils under
it. A State may legislate wo prevent the
spread of crime, or pauperism, or disturb-
ance of the peace. It may exclude from its
limits convicts, paupers, idiots, lunatics,
and persons likely to become a public
charge, as well as persous atflic with
dangerous and infeetious diseases, and
wonld justify the exelusion of property
dangerous to the citizens of the State; for
example, animals baving dangerons and in-
fections diseases; but, whatever may bethe
nature and reach of the police powerof the
State, it canpot be exercised over a subject
confined ex@lusively to Cougress by the
federal Constitution. It cannot invade the
domain of national government.

“It is, then. no answer to the charge that
such regulation of commerce by a State is
forbidden by the Constitution to say that
it falls within the police power of the State.
For, to whatever class of legislative power
it may beloug, it is prohibited to the States
i granted exclusively to Congress by that
instrument.”

Referring to a case in the Supreme Court,
the judge saia: *“It wonld hardly be ex-
pected that such a court would hold that
a State may not restrict traflic in alcohol
(v hich vossesses no virtues for foed or

' a‘ﬁ'
and
oer's fees, be turned into

drink), but may absolutely prohibit all
commerce in fresh meats. '11{10 act of
Legislatnre under consideration mlkﬂbx
distinction between the good and the

but all alike is indiseriminately condemned.
The act provides that all uncured meats
from every other State—the good, the pure,
the wholesome, with the tainted and dis-
eased—shall alike be excluded from the
cities of the State. And this, it is said ia
the title of the act, is ‘for the protection of
the publie health.’

“The third section of the act providos
that ‘nothing herein contained shall fﬂ-
vent or obstruct the sale of cured beei or
pork known as dried, eured or canned beef,
or smoked or salted pork, or other cured or
salted meats.” Note the use of the wo
‘prevent’ in this section. Its employment
here tends to the conclusion that the 8-
lature nnderstood the first section bad pro-
hibited the sale of uncured meats from
other States. It was this which, in the
opinion of the law-makers, rendered the

rOviso mnecessary. sa\'inf other meats

rom its operation. Uy this third
section all Kkinds of meats cure
salted, smoked or dried, no matter bhow
badly the animals from which they
were taken were diseased. nor whence
thev came, are welcome to admission, and
the market is open and free. Thus pure
dressed fresh beef is excluded, and tainted
and diseased canned. salted, smoked and
dried weats are invited. It seems apparent
that the purpose of the act was to excinde
foreign-dressed meats from the city mar-
kets of Indiana, and if such be the case, &
cousideration of the police powers of the
Stateis unnecessary. Lor cantthe legislation
be sustained as a mere Inspection law. The
Stateof Indiana needs not admit to her mar-
kets meat which is unfit for human food,
and she may take such steps as are neces-
sary to ascertain whether or not itis so.
When she has ascertained that it is
non-commercial, she may exclude it: but no
ration, however solemn, and no pre-
text, however suspicious, will authorize her
to excilnde a produet which is pure and
harmless. It dpm not provide for the in-
spection of the commeodity for the purpose
of ascertaining its quality. It procceds
upon the theory that all uncured
meat is noxions and injurions to
health. It excludes it in advance,
and without examination 10 ascers
tain its condition. It pronounces judg-
ment withouta hearing. All uncnred meat
is condemned, interdicted, excluded. It
has never been regarded as within the le-
fltimate scope of the inspection laws to
orbid trade in respect to any known ar-
ticle of commerce, irrespective of its con-
dition and quality, merely on account of
its intrinsic nature and the mjuric_)us con-
sequences of its unse or abnse. The very
meaning of inspection is that there shoul
be an examination, and not an exclusion
without a hearing. The object of inspec-
tion laws is to improve the quality of the
articles produced by the labor of a country,
to fit them for exportation, or it nvay be
for domestic use. They act upon the sub-
ject before it becomes an article of foreign
commerce or of commerce among the
States, and prepare it for that purpose.

“Another provision of the Constitution of

the United States with which this act a
pears to come in conflict is !-ic-.ct.ionﬁ ticle
4—The citizens of each State shall be en-
titled to al! the privileges and immunities
of the citizens in the several States. In-
asmuch as a resident of the county—for ex-
ample, Lake county—1s entitled 1o have his
animal inspected at home on his own prem-
ises, and the citizen or resident of Porter
connty. Indiana, or of Cook county, Illinois,
each adjoining Lake, is obliged to produce
his animals for inspection at some_point in
the latter county, remote from his home
and his farm, it is an unsathorized and un-
just diserimination, and obnoxious to the
constitutional privileges above named.
_ "Other reasons might be giten and author-
ities cited, but it is unnecessary farther to
prolonla this opinion. I have no doaubt bug
the sole purpose of the act was o exclude
foreign-dressed meat from the city markets
of Indiana. The ac(, therefore, invades the
exclusive right of Congress, conferred on it
by the Constitution, and is void. The ex-
ceptions to the return to the writ are sus-
tained and the petitioner is discharged.”

— - - —— W— -~ — - —

ALARMED FOR ITS PARTY.

The Leading Organ Says the Democracy Is
Entirely Given Over to Plutocracy.
New York World.

This is a critical season for the Democrat-

ic party, and the course of the party press -

in the crisis is most discouraging.

little while ago it ame necessary to
elect a chairman of the national Democrat.
ic committee. The party had a right to
expect that a man would be chosen wheo
was in hearty sympathy with the Demo-
cratic masses in their battle with corporate
greed and class privilege. They expected
a Demoecrat. There was chosen instead
Calvin 8. Brice, a Wall-street speculator
and millionaire, a manipulator of corporate
atlairs, a railroad jobber, a typieal repre-
sentative of everything to which the Dem-
ocratic party is_oppused, a man whose
every interest and s_\'lupat.ht; ought to be
with the plutocracy to which he belon

Aud yet the majority of professed Dem-
ocratic newspapers have greeted this pluto«
crat’s appointment as leader of the Demo-
cratic party either with a chuckle of satis-
faction or with jaunty indifterence. The
theory of the average Democratic ex-
pounder seemns to be that with Brice the
party secures the use of a check-book with
which to carry elections, forgetting or not
caring that the earrving of elections with
checks instead of ballots is precisely the in-
iquity which the party ought to be seeking
to strangle—the black cloud of danger
which threatens democratic institutions
with destruction.

The Demoeratic party is and ouglht to be
the party of the people. It cannot win by
betraying the people and becoming the
servile agent of plutocracy, which already
has its faverite in the Kepublican party.
1f it does this foul thing it ought not to
win, and a betrayed people will not let it
win. Democracy will survive in the popu-
lar heart while that heart is true, m):t if
the party which wears its name is false it
will meect the death it deserves.

These are plain truths to be pondered.

D . e — )
Kentucky's Greatness.
New York Sun.

Within the last ten years Kentucky has
been for positive activity the greatest State
in the Union, and vet with what result?
Twice has she becen among the foremost
contributors to thedefeat of a Democratic
candidate for President. The agitation of
the Kentucky idea has left herthe possessor
of an emaciated goddess of star-eyed re-
form, and nothing else. During that per-
jod her equine pride has also been lowered
and transferred to other States. The only
monument of greatneas which can be cred-
ited to her at present is the Whisky Trust.
A pitiable showing, truly, for a State
through which ran one of the rockiest ribs
of Deowmocracy!

- — - -
A Too Officious Chairman.
Philadelphia Presa.

1+ was unduly officious of the chairman
of the local committee at Fort Wayne. Ind..
to refuse to receive and forward to the
Jobnstown relief fund a sam of money
which had beeu raised at a pienie where
beer had been sold. It was not only offi-
cious, but insulting. The same hyperecrit-
ical policy would have prevented the chair-
man from receiving coutribuntions offered
by the proprietor of a saloon or by his ha-
keepers. That chairman needs charity more
than Johustown does.

—— - ————
A Drive at the Miners,
Terre Haute Express.

If the Clay conuty operators cannot afford to
pay living wages 10 their winers they ought to gzo
out of the coal business. - lndiauapolis Sentinel,

Now we are getting down to the hard-pan,

urpose of this malicions effort to make
frouble in the conl regions where the De.
}n?lcracy fell short of its expected vote lass

all

————— e — —
Satisfactory All Aroand.
Cinsinnati Enquirer.

Does everyone remember the intense in.
dignation in Charleston, 8 C., over the
murder of editor Dawson? AW well, the
jury yesterday acquitted his murderer
Fhus evervthing is made satisfactory, Th;;
indignation was qunite pleasing to those
who loved Dawson, and the acquittal is

eminently satisfactory to the
killed him. ! e

e - i —
Will Have to Devise a New Schame.
Pittaburg Chromele.

Indiana’s law against the sale i
State of Chicago 1rr_'c-uu~d beef has llygent l:?:.
clared unconstitutional. The butebers will
bave to think np some new scheme 1o head
off competition.
B — e —
A Tribute to the Kindergarten,

Los Angeles Tribune,

All honor to the patient, forbnrin’. N
on

fectionate, persevering teachers o r
kindergartens. Let them have the folless

nblic confidence and pri
gnd g Private sympathy
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