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PROFESSORS AND TEACHERS
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Topies That Brought Out Views on Vari-
ous Lines of Educational Efforts.

i ——

Religious Sentiment and Scholarship as Presi-
dent Mills Considers Them—Other Papers

from College Men and School Teachers.

- ———

THE COLLEGE PROFESSORS,

Papers Read and Discussed at the Meeting
of Thelir Association.

The opening session of the Indiana Col-
lege Association's annual meeting was held
vesterday afternoon, in the parlors of the
New Denison. The various colleges were
represented as follows:

Rosa Polytechnie Institute—Professors Waldo,
Wickershaw and Gray.

Purdue University—Professors Stanley, Coul-
ter, Craig, Steveus und MeKae.

Franklin College—rresident Stott and Prof.

Monerief.,
Hanover College—Prof. Hunter.

Earlbam College—President Mills, Professors
Hodgin, Trueblood and Anna Brown.

Butler University—I'rofessors Benten, Hay
and Garvin.

Moore's 1ill College—Prof. Spencer.

Wabash College— Professors ge M. Coulter, Mil-
ford, Campbell and Norris.
- Btate University—President Jordan, Professors
Atwater, Bwain, Hoffman and Burns.

Vinceunes University—Professors Bryan and

Aley.
DePanw TUniversity—Dr.' Martin, Professors

Carhart and Manstield.
President J. J. Mills, of Earlham College,
president of the association, called the

meeting to order, and the report of the
treasurer, showing a balance of $136 in the
treasury, was presented and approved. The
matter of the publication*of the proceed-

ings of M- was referred to the ex-
ecutive committee, President Mills and
Professors Coulter and Waldo, Professors
Stevens, Wickersham and .J. M. Coulter
were appointed a committee on nomina-
tions for the ensuing year. The Central
Normal College, of Danville, filed an aprli-
cation for admnission to the association. The
application was laid over antil this morn-
ing for discussion. : A
esident Mills then delivered his
sonnal  address, the subject Dbeing
“The Religious Sentiment in Its Rela-
tion to Scholarship.” He said that
the intellectual activity of the race began
in religious thought and practice. Faith
was the dominant element in the mind of
primitive man, and out of religious senti-
ment rather than out of reason were born
those institutions which have continued
through all history - to be the fundamental
factors in human society, viz,, the family,
the right*of private property, civil law and
patriotism, The earliest philosophers were
worshipers, and the first great fountains of
scholarship were, like Del?hi and Delos,
the shrines of the world’s most fervent
faith. In time, with the broadening of
men’'s minds, hllmBhy disowned -her
elder sister. With the overtlow of the
ancient faiths Grecian and Roman philos-
oghy overturned the ancient institutions
of society as well, and the social conditions
which made possible an advance in hnman
learning disappeared from the world. With
the revival of the religious sentiment
through the preaching of Christianity
learning revived. Thenceforward for four
ecenturies the history of the world is the
history of the conflict between the new
faithh and the old philosophies. By the
close of the fourth century of this era the
triumph of the new learning was complete
and the schools of the civilized world bad
become Christian, The march of education
had gone from the theology of the most
ancient times, through pagan philosophy
and Roman impernialism, back again to
theology as held by the Christian church.

The intellectual stagnation which over-
whelmed Europe durinlt the middle
ages was not the result of religious
sentiment, but of gnosticism: and other
c‘l(n loao?‘lne doctrines, and of eeclesiasticism.

ben the revival of learning eame, it had
its origin in the depths of the religious life
of the people.

When Dr. Draper, continued the speaker,
sets forth the successive stages in the prog-
ress of reason in its revolution against
blind eredulity, be points to the Albigeuses,
to Wyeclif and to Luther, in whose lives the
religious sentiment was the motive power.
When, in time, an infidel philosophy began
to color the social and political literature
of Europe, a catastrophe resulted, similar
in kind to that which followed the expul-
sion of the gods from the Pantheon by tho
philosophy of antiquity. History again
records the lessou that when philosophy
turns in rivalry upon her elder sister and
succeeds inerushing ont the “eradle faiths”
of a people, the conditions under which
alone popular learning may be propagated
have been undermined. Turning from the
historical argument, the testimony of psy-
chology was adduced by President Mills, to
show the nemv relation of the religions
sentiment to the highest ends of scholar-
ship, viz., the explanatiou of the world and
;l}e discovery ‘o‘ a true theory of human

@

ife.

The address was discussed by Drs. Mar-
tin, Stott and Hobos, and, following their
speeches, Prof. A. S, Hunter, of Hanover
College, read a paperon “‘The Relation of
Mathematics to Metaphysics.” He traced
the clese relations existing between the
two sciences, and said that the kind of
training and discipline to which the sue-
cessful mathematician must subject him-
self is that which is apt to develor the
metaphysician. All metaphysicians have
not been mathematicians, but he was will-
ing to hazard the opinion that all eminent
metaphysicians have been capable of be-
coming mathematicians, notwithstanding
one or two seeming exceptions that might
be cited. He then cited wnumerous
instances to substantiate his theory.
He said that a comparative view of the
two sciences led him to conclude that
mathematics, rather than any other single
ecience, deserves to be ranked next to meta-
physics. He hoped to see the highest de-
velopment of the first of the sciences and
the highestappreciation of the second. The
sapgr was discussed by Professors Stevens,

‘raig, Waldo, Norris and Martin,

Some of the members desired to change
the programme so as t¢ _hold no evening
session, as they wanted to attend Dr.
Hinsdale’s lecture at Plymouth Church. A
motion to that effect caused quite a breezy
discussion, and was finally voted down.

Reassembling at 17:30, the committeejon
nominations reported the following officers
for the annumg year: President, C. A,
Waldo, of Rose Polytechniec Institute; vice-
president, Anezi Atwater, of the State 1'ni-
Versity; secretary, Staunley Coulter, of Pur-
due University; treasurer, A. B. Milford, of
Wabash L‘nllefe. The npfhcutiun of the
Normal School at Danville for admission
to the association was referred to a com-
mittee of three.

Prof. Thomas Gray, of Rose Polytechnie
Institute, read a paper on “The Function
of the Laboratory in Technical 8chools.”
Three distinet reasons for the existence of
laboratories in technieal colleges were
given as follows: First, their use as teach-
Ing machines. Second. their use as a
means of investigation, thus allowing
these colleges to porform one of their s ¢
lmportant functions, namely, the advance-
ment of the snbjects tayght beyond limits
already reached. Third, their use as a
means of instroneting engineers how
gropcﬂy to test materials and machines,

hese three functions were fully ex-

lained, and, in concluding his paper,

rofessor Gray remarked: *“It is thelspread
of knowledge of this sort and the applica-
tion of it which 1s going to determine the
most solid advances in the future of engi-
peering, and it is the development of the
fnstinct for this kind of knowledge which,
to a large extent, is the function of a labo:-
atory in a techoical college.”

“Ine Study of Man through Langnage
and Literature” was the subject of Prof.
Horace Hofiman's paper. He classitied his
sabject under two beads, viz.: man and
ﬁnture. sud discussed them ably and intel-

geutly,

The closing paper of the evening was b
Prof. E. B. 15 pencer, of Moore’s fiill Cof:
hﬁo' his sabject being “Word Color.” }e
held that words, letters and fig-
ures all suggest to the mind
an appearance of shade or color,
some being very light, and others dark,
snd otbers medium. *““These shades and
colors are permanent.” said the
FProfessor, *“and a word or sym-
bol seems o  have a  peenliar
and individual character which never
cbanges.” He divided all visible objects
into classes upon a basis of the lightness
or darkness of their shades of color. Three
themes  were offered as  explana-
tions of word color. First—That
word ecolor is  dopendent upon the
thought conveyed by the word: second,
that it is dependent npon the sound of the
pronou word: third, that it is depend-
satupon the visible form of the written

word or character. These theories were ad-
mirably worked out. and the paper wasa
novel and exceedingly interesting one.

This morning’s session will close the reg-
ular meeting, Two pavers will be read—one
by Prof. H. . Garvin, of Baut-
ler University., on "“What Langnsgo
Should be Studied First,” and the
other by Prof. Robert J. Aley, of Viucennes
University, on “Mathematics in Prepara-
tory Schools.” In theafternoonthe mathe-
matical section of the association will bold
a meeting, together with any other sections
that may be organized.

i ——

TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.

The Sahjects with Which the State’s Peda-
gogues Were Entertained.

The State Teachers’ Association con-
tinued its session at Plymouth Chureh yes-
terday morning with a large attendance of
members. Most of the time was used in
hearing papers and discussing the propo-

sitions and suggestions in regard to school

work thus set forth. The first paper was
that of Dr. David 8. Jordan, president of

the State University. His subject was
“Science in the High-school.” Taking
zoology as an example, he said that in
very few higu-schools bas instruction in
that science any real valne. For this there
are several causes, and some of them are
beyond the control of the teachers. The
high-school is not equipped as a general
school of science. It can do some things
well, but 1t will fail if it tries to do too
much. It is to be regretted that the pres-
ent tendency in onr high-schools isto do
many things poorly. rather than a few
things well. The high-school onght not to
attempt to give a general view of science.
It 18 better to select two or three of the
number, a physical and a biological
science, perhaps, and to spend the avail-
able time on them. The choice shonld de-
pend mainly on the skill or the interest of

the teacher. A great deal will depend, not
on the kind of books that are used, buton
the kind avoided. Nearly all the text-
books in zoology are simply pernicious.

The essential of method, the Doctor con-
tinued, is that nothing be allowed t2 come
between the student and the objecy which
he studies. He shall examune fur himself
and draw his own conclusions from what
he himself has seen, “You do not wish,”
he said, *“to have your students tell you
from memory the characters of the ichtby-
opsida as distinguished from the saurop-
sida, but you would know what they have
learned from their own questionings of the
frog o%the turtle. It is not necessary to
teach them that vertebrates ure divided
into mammals, birds, reptiles, batrachians
and fishes. It is not true, in the first place,
and if it weré, itdoes not concern them.
Stick to your frog if you are studying frogs
and he will teach I{mn more of the science
of animals than all the memorized classifi-
cations that you can bracket out on a hun-
dred rods of blackboard. The prime defect
in our schools is not, after all, that the
teachers do not know the subjects they
teach, but that too many of them lack any
clear conception of what they are trying to
do. The book is placed in their hands by
the school beard and they teach by the book,
If the book came to themm wrong side up,
their teaching would be forever imverted.
Yet nothing is easier than to do fairly good
tcachqu without special appliances, or
special knowledge even. Bring out yonr
specimens and set them before the boysand
girls. They will do the work, and do it
eagerly. There is no lack of materials.
Our new world was, and is, the Eldorado
of the European naturalists. LeSueur, and
Owen, and Say found work for a lifetime in
the woods and streams about New Har-
meny.”

In the absence of Dr. Charles R. Dryer,
of Fort Wayne, Mr. J. Spelman, of Vin-
cennes [niversity, opened the discussion of
the paper. He agreed in the main with the
Doctor, and thought that as science isnow
taught it has the effect of disgusting pupils
with the subject. As it is now taught it
appeals to the imagination, a power not
very highly develo in pupils of to-day.
They do not hke to exercise this power.
As an illustration, he had noticed on his
way to this city some beech trees which
were new to him, as they do not grow in
Missouri, where he had spent the greater
part of his life. He noticed a character-
1stic about these trees, by which he wonld
be able to distingunish them when he would
again see them. This was the peculiar
manner in which the branches are subdi-
vided. He noticed this, although it was
growing dark at the time. It would be dif-
ficnlt to describe this to pupils so that they
would recognize these trees, but take them
to the tree, and let them observe by the
power of percoption, and they will
see more than can described
in a month, One of the troubles
teachers have to contend with is the fact
that schoo! boards have not the proper ap-
preciation of the necessary facilities for
teaching science. *“T'he point is,” he re-
marked, “to cultivate public sentiment on
this question. We must convince onr
schoo! boards that with better facilities we
could do enough better work to pay us for
getting these better facilities,”

Wm. A. Bell said he always liked to give
a little aid to the *‘under dog in the fight.”
It seemed to him the statement was very
strong when it was said that books were
worthless, and it wonld be a help to burn
them ‘up. Auy fact that has n dis-
covered 1s worth writing down and preserv-
ing. To say that a person who is not to be-
come & zoologist is not to learn anything
from others is putting it pretty strong.

Professor Carhart said that the subject
was exceedingly iuteresting to those who
had been intrusted with the responsibility
of arranging a reading course for the teach-
ers. It had n & very tronblesome part
of the work to arrange and advise some-
thing in the stndy of natural science. Dr.
Jordan bad failed to make a distinetion
which exists between the president of the
State University and the average country
school-teacher. |

L. H. Jones said he agreed with every
snggestion made by Dr. Jordan, provided
he wonld limit his suggestions to the ac-
quirement of the fundamental steps by
which nature and books must be inter-
preted. The discussion wasa further con-
tinued by Mr., Butler, Mr. C. A, Hargrave
and Mr. T. G. Alford.

A paper by H. M. LaFollette, Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction, was to have
been read, but it had to be deferred, owing
to that geutleman’s ndisposition. Dr. J.
N. Study, superintendent of the Richmond
schools, then read a paper upon "“The
True Funection of School Sapervision.”
It is the duty of the supervisor, Le said, to
determine the sequence of studies, the
time to be given each and the text to be
used. Itisthe function of the superintend-
ent to unify the schools. He will be hin-
dered by iuveflicient teachers until the
schools are filled by those who expeet to
make a life-work of teaching, and who have
been trained for this purpose. Mr. Study
thought the number of women employed in
the public schools is a hindrance to the
highest efliciency, and that the next two
decades will probably see a marked in-
e¢rease in the nnmber of men employed in
teaching. Bat the woman who chooses
teaching as a vocation should receive com-
pensation equal to that of aman. The
re ader then continned bis references to the
work of sapervisors, who, he said, must

ive attention to the sanitary conditions of

is schools. They should decide the amonnt
of light and manner of admission, and the
ventilation, and heating, and furnishing of
the building. TIbey should also notice if
puapils cccupy seats or positions conducive
to deformity of body.

L. H. Jones briefly indorsed the senti-
ments of the Enper. He thought that super-
intendents should not forget to study the
teachers, as many times they would be
able to give them valuable sunggestions that
would lead to the accomplishmeut of things
which would never have oceurred withont
the sugeestion of the superintendent. Dr.
Hobbs said that the qualifications of coun-
ty superintendents should be more closely
looked after. It had been a matter of sur-
prise to him that there had not been more
care taken to know whether county super-
intendents are ?ualiﬁed for their positions.

Miss Martha J. Ridpath, prineipal of the
High-school at Greencastle, read a paper on
“Shonld German Be Taught in the High-
school!” One of the obstacles inst it
was, she asserted, in the inaptitude of
many children to acquire a knowledge of
language. The greatest difficulty lay in
the fact that many were trying to do what
could not be aceomplished, téaching gram-
mar to children when they are too young
to fally understand it. The incapadity of
mind to grasp an idea of langnage a teacher
cannot aupP y. Grammar, tv a large ex-
tent, must be learned from langnage, and
not language from grammar. Therefore it
should  betaught in _high-schools. It
should be taught with a similarity of
parpose, for it is expected that the high-
schools will secoud the work of the tnsll

and supply whatever might be wanting in
the vractical education ot the pupil
In the discussion which followed the
reading of the paper F. L. Sanders, Con-
nersville, thon;gn that teachers generally
were making a great mistake in the lower
grades. They were teaching rﬂpila to make
sentences out of certain wo but did not
ve them convected sentences, Professor
ompkina, of New Castle, argued that the
fact was clear that grammar could not be
taught in the graded schools. One difii-
culty arose from teachers mnot giv-
ing a meaning to the word grammar,
Profgssor Parson, of Terre Haute, said
the ‘day a child enters a school until
he leaves, at the end of a high-school
course, every lesson should be adrillin
correct expression. The study of grammar,
heclaimed, wasone of very greatimportance,
and every p son who undertakes to master
his iangnag. must rely upon the funda-<
mental form of the sentences, their dis-
tinctions, classitication aud generalization.
Dr. Ridpﬂth. of Greencastle, stated that
the whole question resolved itself into the
fact of whether it was worth while to
teach formal or technical grammar. )
Five-minute reports upon how to train
high-school pupils to study intelligently
were then sabmitted by G. D. Roberts,
Greensburg; Miss Emily W. Feakes. Terre
Haute; Miss Kittie E. Palmer, Brookville,
and W. M. Wheeler. Evansville. A com-
mittes consisting of T, E. Kinsey, Hagers-
town; J. E. Henry, Pern, and J. Z. Me-
Canghan, of Amboy, was appointed to select
ofticers for the ensuing year. The associa-
tion then adjourned until1:30 this afternoon.

Dr. Hinsdale's Lecture,

In the evening B. A. Hinsdale, Ph. D., of
Aun Arbor, Mich., delivered a lecture to
the association npon “Garfield as Student,
Teacher, Boldier and Statesman.” After

briefly reviewing the salient points of the
late President’s carcer, the lecturer said
that as a statesman Garfield always strove
to keep in line with the young.
But his success as a school-teacher was dne
to the respect he entertained for boys and
girls, and his sympathy with young life.
Referring to his political career, the lecturer
said that previons to 1856 Garfield never took
auy interest in politics, but when he did
hesoon became arecognized power. Heis the
only man who was Represontative, Senator-

elect and party President at the same time,
Garfield excelled in broad generalization,
bnt he excelled even more 1n the acenmnla-
tion of facts thewmselves. Once, when
asked at what time his_ greatest iabors
were performed, he replied: *“*When I was
chairman of the appropriations committee,
for then my fellow-members scemed to re-
gard me as a mere mill for the grinding out
of facts.” -

As to his religious life and character,
Garfield became a member of the Church
of Disciples when a boy, and continued so
until his death. He was never a clergy-
man, but was a minister for several
years. His sermons were strong and
elevating. He once said, address-
ing some bank directors who had lost
£750,000 through the untaithfulness of a
cashier: “Gentlemen, I wounld not put any
man in such a nzifousible position who did
not believe in God.” The cashier in ques-
tion was an atheist. Garfield took a great
intereft in the business welfare of the
country. He learned ali that the books of
econouists could teach him on the great
subject. He was happy when in conversa-
tion with a fariner, merchant or shop-keep-
er who counld furnish him with facts, and he
thuos kept himself identitied with the com-
mercial life of the Nation. Garfield had
written: “Labor is the only symbol of om-
nipotence.” i

o P

AMUSEMENTS,

GRAND OPERA-HOUSE—'"ERMINIE.”

“Erminie” was presented in handsome
style to a very large audience at the Grand
last night by Aronson’s Comic Opera Com-
pany. It was beauntifully staged, the
company bringing all its own scenery,
and the costumes were secmingly as new
as if in use for the first time. The old
favorite, Bob Graham, made a graceful
and bhandsome Ravennes, and Louis
De Lange was evidently satis-

factory to the audience as Cadeaunx,
for his anties creatoddenongh langhter. He
was too much inclined, however, to overdo
the role. Cadeanx was not a clown in
pantomime. The duo, “We Are Lifters,
was  well rendered by Graham
and De Lange, and, together
with all the popular members of the opera,
was encored enthusiastically. Miss Helen
Lamont was the “Erminie,” and a very
gretty one. She has a splendid voice, and
er rendition of the familiar lullaby was
the feature of the evening. “Javotte” and
“Cerise” were well anng and acted by Miss
Emma Hanley and Miss Launra Mil-
lard, while Ross David's was
heard to good advantage as Eu-
gene. The chorus was strong, and
good looking. Some of its prettieat work
was heard in the “Good Night” song in the
last act. “Nadjy” will be given to-night
and to-morrow night, and “Erminie” will
be repeated at the matinee to-morrow,
NOTES,

Realism is one of the strong points of
“The Stowaway,” which s to be given its
first presentation 1n this city at the Grand
next week, In addition to the novelty of
blowing open a safe by two expert cracks-
men, there will be a thrilling scene ona
yacht in mid-ocean and other features of
that character. The drama is one of the
best of its kind.

There will be a change of bill at the Park
this afternoon, “Kentncky Bill” being sub-
stituted for *"Diogenes, the Tramp,”

-G

BASE-BALL INTELLIGENCE.

—_— ———
Jerry Denny Arranging a Game for New

Year's Day.

Encouraged by the California Christmas
weather, Jerry Denny is arrenging a
game of base-ball for New Yeoar's day.
He expects to get two nines together
made up from the following players:
Thompson, Myers. Boyle. Rusie, Denny,

Grimm, Murphy, Sowders, Gray, Seery and
others. These players will be divi:ﬁ‘%d as
equally as possible regarding play-
ing strength, and some excellent sport
is expected. Denny is not at all dismayed
by the report of a cold wave headed this
way, but says if Christmas can put up such
base-ball weather he will chance it on New
Year's. The game is to be playved at the
ball park.

Association Contracts Promulgated.,

LouvisviLLe, Ky., Deec. 26.—The first bul-
letin issued by President Phelps, of the
American Association, was sent out yester-
day. It was as follows:

The following contracts for 1890, having been
examined and found in due form and properly
execnted, are approved: With Colonmbus, S, AL
Nichols; with £t Lonis, William Kane, Thos,
Eamsey, Otto Vonderbroock, J. J. Roseman,

Harry Fuller, W. B. Fuller and John Darrah.
You are further notified that the Roclhester

and Toledo clubs have been admitted to member-
ghip in the Anierican Association,

President Phelps also announced the un-
conditional release, by Louisville, of Jack
Gilligan, left-fielder, and Dan Shannon,
second base, and the signing, by St. Louis,
of Julias Farrell.

e, — .
Bound to Enjoy Himselfl.
Philadeiphia Record.

A philosophie Western wman, just ar-
rived at Broad-street station, exelaimed
to two associates: “We're only a little time
living, and we're a long time dead, Come
on, boys, and bave some oysters.”

———— A —— e e
Pleasure and Payin'.
"Tis nice along the snow to whirl

Within a sleigh, snug wrapped in fars,
One arm entwined about your girl,

Your frozen knnckles squeezed in hers,

wenor

"Tia nice to feel her snuggle tight—- =
Who for the world then cares a fig!
But ain’t it tough when late at night
You turn in at the stable and hand over a
week's salary for the rig?

—Binghamton Herald

Here's an Oplaoion.
Washington Press.

Alfred Tennyson’s latest poem, “*Demeter
and Persephone,” cabled to the New York
Independent is as good as the best of his
earlier productions. It is better than auy
other man vow living has ever written.

. - S e Cye

“Laws grind the poor, and rich men rule the
law.” But let us be thankfal that any poor suffer
er can buy with only 25 cents a bottle of Salva-
tion Oil. o

THE enormons sale of Dr. Bull's Cough Syrup
has developed many new rewedics; but the fleo-
Rlo oling to the old reliahle, Dr. Bull's Cough

BUSINESS METHODS IN USE

e ———

Secretary Proctor Applies Praectical
Ideas in a War Department Bureau.

e

How a Great Accumulation of Pension Cases
Was Cleared Away—Advantages of the Sys-
tem Introduced Six Months Age.

Washington Letter in New York Tribune.
1t is one of the curions anomalies of de-

partmental organization that while the
Pension Bareaa is a part of the Departinent
of the Interior, all the original record evi-
dence in possession of the government bear-
ing on pension claims is under the control
of the War Department. There are in that
department over 22,000 volumes of hospital

record-books, and over half a million volls
and books showing the service records of
the veterans of the late war. There are 647
clerks engaged in the work of answering
calls from the Pension Ofiice for informa-
tion obtainable from these sources alone.
When Secrelary Proctor  bLecame
the head of the department last
spring, this work was badly in arrears In
the Adjutant-general’s office there were
over 40,000 cases on hand undisposed of.
There were but few cases which had not
been in the oflice for more than thirty days
and the bulk of them from sixty to ninety,
while there were some which were known
as officer re-muster ¢ases which had been in
the office from omne to four years. The
whole svetem was calenlated to make
rather than save work. The Pension Oflice
made one call on the Surgeon-general’s
office of the War Department for the claim-
ant’s hospital record, and 1t made another
separate one on the Adjutant-general's
office for the service record, and received
separate answers thereto. In the Adjntant-
general’s otfice the work was divided among
thirteen divisions and subdivisions, neces-
sarily ruaking work for each other, The

departinent had uneconsciously fallen into
bopelepsuess as to the possibility of bring-
the work up to date; and there were not
wanting those who even maintained that
it was impossible to work to advantage
unless there was an accumulation of cases
on hapd. CR e - {

Secretary Proctor is distinctively a busi-
ness man and has the reputa tion of having
the nerve to carry oat a reformn which his
jndgment and experience tell him to be
necessary. In spite of the opposition and
fears of lesser officials he issned an order on
July 8 creating the record and pension di-
vision of the War Department, and trans-
ferred thereto all the records of the depart-
ment relating to pension matters from the
several bureaus in which they had previ-
ously been kept. Captain Ainsworth, U.
8. A, was placed 1n charge of the whole.
According to the reports of the chiefs of
the subdivisions, there were on the morn-
ing of that day 40,550 cases undisposed of
in those parts of the Adjutant-general’s of-
fice so transferred. On July 22 there were
by actual count 54,940 cases on hand. Itis
understood that the Secretary told Captain
Ailnsworth when hé put himin charge of
the work that he would give him three
months to bring up the arrearage and be in
shipshape to answer calls from day
to day as they were made: and that
if he failed, he (the Secretary) should try to
find some one else who conld.

“Where there is a will there is a way,”
and the introduction of business methods
and business energy cleared away the great
mass of aceumulated cagses, keeping up the
current business meanwhile, so that on the
last day of Sentember there was not a case
left in the office undis d of. Now every
inquiry from the Pension Office is answered
promptly, asually within tweuty-four hours
after its roceirt. and the work is now up,
notwithstanding that the average number
of calls is almost double what it was last
year. Last year the average per day in
the Adjntant-general’s oftice was 554, and
in the Surgeon-general'softice 157. The lat-
ter cases were duplicates of the former, but
are both combined in one now. The aver-
age number of cases at preseut is over 1,000
per day. The department has devised a
new form of blank for inquiry by the Pen-
sion Office, so that now the request for the
claimant’s whole record, both hospitagl and
service, is made and answered npoh oune
sheet only, and in the most convenient
shape for use in the case. 1

Secretary Proctor's order required “that
the most direct methods be adopted in the
transaction of the public business, avoid-
ing ali tunecessary routine.” In his aunnal
report to the President he said: *The
change was somewhat radical, but the re-
sult has been satisfactory.” It certainly is
satisfactory, and will be appreciated by the
eountry. It will be appreciated also by the
old veterans, the settlement of whoseclaims
will be hastened by this reform.

The searches and verifications of the
records are made with as much painstaking
as ever. Every effort is made to make them
as accurate as possible, and the new de-
vices have been jntroduced to make them
more 8o, It has been accomplished, too,
without any increase of clerical force, and
is an illustration of what the Republican
party can and will do in securing an eftect-
ive, business-like administration. .

There have been over 1,000,000 pension
claims presented. When it is remembered
that in every one of these cases a search
had to be made through the records for the
purpose of vvrifymi the claimant’s state-
ments, it can easily be nnderstood that the
records became much worn, until now they
are in & wretched condition, dropping to
pieces from age and use, To preserve these
records from entire destruction, to make
the information they containaccessible and
to insure in their search the greatest accn-
racy, the eard index record system was in-
trodnced by Cantain Ainsworth in the pen-
sion division of the Surgeon-general’softice.
He took chal"ige of that division in Decem-
ber, 1884, and, after first bringing up the
arrt_eamf of cases there on hand, some 10,-
000 in all, put all clerks who could be spared
to copying the records upon_ individuad
cards of uniform size and of inde-
structible paper. In the first vplace,
each register or record was copied upon
cards, each separate card representing an
entry upon the original record. When a
book had been copied it was given toa
careful comparer, who examined every en-
try in connection with the card represent-
ing it, verifying the correctness of each
card and the count of the copyist’s number
of entries in the book, thns showing that
there was an accurately copied card for
each entry. These cards were then passed
to &« numbering machine, registering the
exact nnmber of cards to each book, sothat
the number of cards reported by the copy-
ist and the comparer were again verified
mechanically, The cards were then as-
sorted by regiments and all the cards of a
regiment filed alpbabetically. By this
means, when the medical history of a sol-
dier is called for by the Pension Oiiice, all
the treatment he received while in service,
without regard to date or place, can be
found instantly. If he was in general hos-
pital at Savarnab, New Orleans, Memphis
or St. Lounis, on a hospital boat
on the Mississippi, in field hos-
pital at BStone River and Vining's
Station, the several cards showing the dates
ou which he entered and left the hospital,
and the disabilities for which he was
treated, will fall together awong the cards
of his regiment; and, being arranged in al-
phabetical order, they will be found in a
minute or two without any data beyond
the name and regiment of t{w soldier,

The system embodies the advantages of
a public library card index in the facility
of finding the desired references tothe orig-
inal records (the references are given on the
cards,) but combines with it the utility of
the encyclopedia in that the record itself
will be found copried ou the cards. It is
easy to see, therefore, that of the two
methods, the old and the new one, the lat-
ter is apt to be the more accurate one.

Under the old system of searching the
hospital records, it was absolutely neces-
sary that a claimant for pension should
state in what hospital treatment was re-
ceived by him. Without a definite state-
ment of this character, it wasa merematter
of huuting blindly through many volumes
having no general index. It was an almost
hopeless task to attempt to search more
than 20,000 volumes of records, containing
many millions of eutries.

There have en some practical tests,
however, of the accuracy of the card index
system. From Jan, 1, 1879, to Feb. 20, 1555
a period of nearly ten years prior to the be-
ginning of the use of the card index, the
femnugo of eases 10 which evidence was

onud was 3559, During the first year in

which cards were used, namely, from March

1, 1888, to Feb, 28, 18°0, the pereenfage of
cases in which evidence was fonnd was 71.1.

Again, to compare the accuracy of the
two systems, 1,000 briefs of pension ecalls,
received before the card index began to be
used, and in which the searchers were un-
able to find any record whatever, were
taken at random, 100 cases being taken
from cach of the ten years. A elerk nimgly
turned to the present ecards to see whether
they would disclose any information or not.
In 205 out of the 1,000, or nearly 30 per cent.,

dozen different

ing from one to a
books, with ref-

entries in different
erence to the claimapt’s treatmeut
in hospitals, A select committee
of the Senate on business methods fully
discusses the gquestion of the way to pre-
serve these rolls and records by pho-
tography, platino type process, etc., and
concludes by saying: “In the opinion of
your committee, this card index system is
the only practical, feasible and economical
sointion of the vexed question in regard to
the preservation of these rolls without far-
ther wear and destruction, and the placing
of the data contained in them in an easily
accessible and convenient condition for use
withont the handling of the rolls, Your
committee, therefore, un he_sitatmuly recom-
mend the adoption of this system to the
Secretary of War.” ! :

The copying of the hospital records has
been nearly completed. The copying of
the service records has been begun, but lit-
tle has yet been done. At present, there-
fore, the surgical record is furnished en-
tirely by the eard index. When a case is
received the cierks turn to the card cases,
and if these substantiate the claimant's
statements, report is made immediztely to
the Pension Bureau. If they fail to dis-
close anything, then a search is made
through the original records as formerly
to see 1f perchance any entry can be foun
which has not been transcribed to the
cards. The claimang, therefore, has the
advantage, if needs be, of a search both
ways. In the case of the service record,
bhowever, which is the larger part of the
work, the old system, as {et. is only in use.
It was in this division of the records that
the vast amount of work bad accumulated,
which Secretary Proctor has succeeded in
clearing up. He has directed, however,
that as fast as possible, without mterfanng
with the regular work, the muster an
other rolis shall be copied in the same man-
ner. His orders are that the eurrent work

‘must be kept up promptly io the first place

and that then this permanent work ahu_li
be pressed as rapidly as possible. This is
now being done, without any addition
whatever to the clerieal force. When the
work is completed, it is expected that one-
fourth of the present number of clerks will
be able to do all the work, and do it with
greater accuracy and expedition.

It is not to be expected that a change so
radical as Secrctary Proctor’s action in
this case would escape criticism. A few
clerks, who heretofore had substantially
their own way, and were in the habit of
doing as little or as much asthey chose,
have not, naturally, enjoyed bemg com-
pelled to work as clerks ordinarily have to
work in private business establishments.
Still, a majority have now become imbned
with the spirit of the work, and have taken
hold of itin good earnest, as the results
show. As “nothing succeeds like success.”
it may be ungracious, perhaps, to eriticise
the work as a whole. Attacks have been
made npon the accuracy of part of the
work, but they were made in ignorance of
what the figures actually showed upon
that point. Even the Tribune was unwit-
tingly led into giving mention to_ these
criticisms. The matter was of sufficient
importance to warrant a careful examina-
tion, and its results are now given in just-
ice to the department aud one of ite wost

energetic enmlu!ea.

Shajffner's “New” Oyster Bay Restaurant,
44 West Washington street, (Crystal Palace,) op-
posite Transfer Car,

_— ————
Imported Wines.

For fine ports, sherries, Rhine wines, ete., go
to Casper BSechmalholz, importer, 29 South
Mertdian strest. Goods sold in any quantity,
frow one bottle on up.

— el
Advice to Mothers,

Mra. Winslow's Soothing Syrup should always
be used when children are cutting teeth. It re-
lHeves the little sufferer at once; it produces

natural, quiet sleep by relieving the child from
pain, and the little cherub awakes as *“bright as
a button.” It is very pleasant to taste. 1t
soothes the child, softens the gums, allays all
pain, relieves wind, regulates the bowels and is
the best-known- rein for diarrheea, whether
arising from teething or other causes, Twenty-
tive cents a bottle.
a0 S o S et A
Holiday Exeursion Rates.

THE VANDALIA LINE
Will sell excursion ticketa hetween all stations
where the distance is 200 miles or less on Dee.
24, 2> and 31, and Jan. 1, 1590, good to return
until Jan. 3, 1290, at one fareand a t for the

round trln.

From the recent large fire in Boston we offer the
foliowing goods:

WET.

Canton Flannels 4. 5, 6, 7, So.
Ginghams 7'wc, worth 15,

Challie 8 1.3¢, 10¢, worth 20e.
Muslins 4 Le, 4%e¢, worth te.
Bleached 790, worth 10e.

Faney Flannels 8 1.3¢, worth 12%0
striped Shirtings He, worth 10e.
Feather Ticking 120, worth 180,
Denims 12 %¢, wortn 18e.

Outing Flannels 10¢, worth 15e.
Satinea 5, 10, 124e, worth 25¢.
Blankets, white or gray, 70¢, worth 1.

DRY.

Black Dress Goods in all the new fancy weaves 750

worth £1 to £1.50.
striped Dress Robes 10¢, worth 12
Diress Flaids 10¢, worth 160, ’
Dress Plaids 12%¢, worth 20e¢.
(California Blankets £10, worth $12.
Fine Wool Blankets §5, worth §6,
Heavy Wool Blankets $2.50, worth $8.
Shaker Merino Sox 10¢, worth 200,
Shaker Woel Sox 20¢, worth 3b6c¢.
Towels 25¢, worth 3dc.

BARGAINS.

, In Plush Cloaks we offer the best values in the

‘eity. What we have on hand are mearly all high
ualities. We shall offer them at medium prices.
loth Cloaks at prices to close them all out,

W. C. Van Arsdel & Co.,

109 and 111 Sovth Illinois Street.

O. E. WILSON,

DEALER IN

Farnituare, Carpets and Stoves,

— AND —

Housefarnishing  Goods of Every Deseription,

77 South Illinois Street,
One and a half squares south of Washington street

BORN & CO

FURNITURE,
STOVES,
CARPETS

Weekly and Monthly Payments

evidence was found immediately, all show- |

FURNITURE,

CARPETS,
STOVES.

PAYMENTS OR CASH.

MESSENGER'S

ro1 East Washineton St

COKE FOR SALE

~ AT THE -

GAS-WORKS

At 8 cts. per bushel for Lump,
and 9 cents per bushel for
Crushed, to all those who de
sire it.

Tickets obtained at 49 South
Pennsylvania street.

= = —— = B ———

JOHN WOCHER.

FIRE INSURANCE

ZEtna Bullding, 19
QOFFICES: ; Franklin Ins. Bn
o aud Market sireetsa.

North Pean, st.
& corner Circle

ZETNA, Hartford,

GERMAN AMERICAN. New York.

NORTH BRITISH Axp MERCANTILE, London.
LONDON AND LANCASHIRE, Liv

DETROIT FIRE AND MARINE, Detroit.
FRANKLIN, Indianapolis,

I bhave succeeded Jno. R. Looaard as the agent of
the JEtpa sud Nurth British lnsurasce Companies.

. EDUCATIONAL.

DAY AND NIGHT SCHOOL. ENTER NOW.
(Ratadblished 1860.)  [NDIANAPOLIS  (mecrganized 18es;

BUSIIESS UNIVERSIT Y

N, Pena. 8¢, Whea Block, Opp. Postolfce
EXES & OGBOZN, Princijals a8 Preprictoms,

w
oenoed instructors. Patroaized by best mplﬁ ]ndi.
vidual instructiom. Open all yoar. Btudonts enter
sny time. Eduoate for lumtiva positions.  Timne
short. . moderate, Business mesn oall on as
for help. ost hly recommeadsd. Write fur fall
information. ogue free.

ROYAL VICTORIA HOTEL.

NASSAU, BAHAMA ISLANDS

A LAND OF PERPETUAL SUMMER.
8. 8. MORTON PROPRIBTOR AND MANAGRR
New York address, J. Lidgerwood, 530 Broadway,

WARD LINE

) Al t Steamers leave New York for Havana ev
W and Sat ‘—for Nassau, Santisago &

mmﬂ every omm :
glllphh‘l. 'o’l'nl'rl.h.lug :u“:-‘:uh% by

JAS E. WARD & OO, or R. W. PARSONS,
113 Wall street, New York,

Cheapest Furnitors House in the State
JOSEPH W. CONNOLLY,

— DEALER IN -—

Furniture, Stoves, Carpets, Etc.,
68 East Wa.ﬁi_ngton Street.
5 Goods sold for Cash or Let on Easy Payments

BRUSH BRILLIANCY

Arc and Incandescence

ELECTRIC LIGHTS

For particulars address

THE BRUSH ELECTRIC CO..

CLEVELAND. OHIO, '
ELY’'S _
CREAM BALM =%

when applied into the nostrils, L
will be absorbed, eflectually §
oleansing the hoadl of catarrhal
virus, causing healthy secretions,

It aHays inflammation, protects O
the ;membrane of the nasal pas

sagea from additional colds, com. #5

pietely heals the sores and re 50
stores sense of Laste and smell ©

TRY THE CURE. |
A particie is ied into each nosiril, and is agrecs
ble. Price Mlc:gprlbmxmnm; by mail, registered, Gig,
ELY BROTHERS, 58 Warren St, New York.

o AMUSEMENTS,
GRAND OPERA-HOUSE
TONIGHT: = TONIGHT

Rudolph Aronson’s New York Casino Opera Company
in the charming sucoesa,

s -
"N ADJ Y.”
Produced with elaborate eflecia,
‘To-morrow afternoon,

ERMINIE
' a4 n
PRICES—Orchestra and Boxes, $1: Dress Clrcle,
75¢: Balcony, firet three rows (reserved,) The, Jlati-
neeo—Reserved Beats in Orcheatran amnd Bozes, 7i¢;
Dress Cirele, 50¢; Baloony, 25o. Sale now open.

GRAND OPERA-HOUSE

Four Nights, beginning Monday night. Dee. 30
Grand Matines New Year's alternoon,
Realstie Rendition,

THE STOWAWAY

Biggest of llig

Burpassing all Spectacular Dramas.
Prices 25, 50, ?;v and $1. Matuneo same as at
night. Sale now open.

For Mexicoevery
Time. tabiea,

Fvents,

Yaie (_}102 Club.

22 VOICES. 13 BANJOS and GUITARE
PIERRE JAY WURTS, WHISTLER,

PLYMOUTH CHURCE,
New Year's Night.

Seats Reserved at D. H., Baldwin & Co's after
Saturday. [ Admission - T5c and 1

GRAND SCOTCH CONCERT

GREATEST MUSICAL TREAT OF THE SEASON

THE CELEBRATED
ENGLISH’S

BALMORAL CHOIR

FROM GLASGOW, SCOTLAND, WILL APPEAR AT

OPERA-HOUSI

ON FRIDAY EVENING, DEC, 27, 180, UNDER THE AUSPICES OF

THE INDIANAPOLIS CALEDONIAN QUOITING CLUB,

The Choir has had the honor of appearing. by s
Court. Since their visit to this couniry the Choir

sential to perfection n part singing. The Chulir's
Ameri

to hear sootch melodios as 1heay have pever boen

ola--§1, Toc and Be, rescrved: dnresery od,
Tauls, Juls

¥

rensterwl
r ] “'“l 'Idl » 25; " .
D e o B! . ~ W‘nﬂ.n‘ddl:% 040“ ot Baidwin's Musio 2lere, L oadoi's Busbau
alcGew s Cigar Slore aud Bryoe's Bakwy.

command, befora Hor Majesty Quesn Vielura ant

met withi the most unprocedented success in Now
York, Beston, Chicago, and other prineipal cities, Wherever the Cholr hias beea hoard the press has Loen
unauimons in their praise of the Cheir's irreproachable

iajlon, expression, am! all other gualities o oa-
ng of the “Star Spangied Bauner” —their grocting (o

~hias received the most fAattering comments both of the dally and musical press of New York city
10 1x with great eonfidence that the memwbers of the Caledon inn Quotting Cluby invite thar fellowwitizone

in this oity.
, Where reserved seals can oo seonred. Tiek.




