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TERRORS OF DEATH VALLEYA PARADISE FOE CHILDRENThe wind it doth, blow, and we shall have snow.
And what will the robin do then, poor thing ?

He will fly to the barn to keep himself warm,
And hide his head under his wing. oid sonC.
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with the best stock of
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f GIFT TO 01 PAIR I
See tho beautiful Holiday Gift we

give to our patrons on all purchases of
315 anil over. It is a beautiful PAU-L.O- R

EASEL, OK UNIVERSAL
TRIPOD.

Five feet high, made of mahogany,
and handsomely finished. We give this
away from now on to Jan. 1, as an ad-
vertisement, and without cost to our
proods, which, as hertofore, wo will
sell lower than our competitors, or
money refunded.

OVERCOATS
FOR

CHILDREN AND BOYS

We have them in tho most beautiful
poods tho latest and most stylish
patterns.

The Nobbiest CAPE OVERCOATS
from $2.50 to $8.

ULSTERS for Boys from 9 to 13
years, at $4, 85 and $6.

And we. are ready for it

This city has ever known,

OTJE $10
Chinchilla Overcoat.

At TEN DOLLARS wo offer a
MAN'S CHINCHILLA OVERCOAT.
Givo you choice of any shadey in
black, blue, brown, etc. A first-clas- s

coat.

and at the lowest prices.

OUR $12
Chinchilla Overcoat.

At TWELVE DOLLARS a MAN'S
CHINCHILLA, corded edge, satin
sleeve-liMiig- r. Strictly all-woo- l. This
coat is positively worth Fifteen Dol-

lar?, but, bought Into iu the season,
wo sell at $12, which is the greatest
bargain ever offered in this city.

house of the grandparents and waited for
the coming of good St. Kick. Soon a loud
noita was heard at the doos and in came
the old centleman, with long flowing
beard and snowy hair, his form well
wrapped in furs. He inquired in a deep
voice whether the children had been good
or not. Alas for the child who had been
naughty. A whin was left for him from
tbe bundle of twitches the oid tnnn carried.
Generally, parents forget naughty tricks
very easily and the trem bling children often
heard, "No iwitches this year; wo have
good children, St. Nicholas." Then he
emptied a bag of bon-bon- s and small gifts,
saying the children should hear from him
on Christmas eve. While the little ones
were scrambling after the goodies he dis-
appeared, either through tho kejhole or
some other convenient way.

The great thing here iu Berlin is the
Christmas market. A fortnight before
Christmas booths are erected in the open
place before the King's palace, and here are
displayed all kindsof toys and sweetmeats.
The sqnare is made gorgeous with decora-
tions, and children throng the place to see
the beautiful things for sale and buy gifts.
It makes so much noise and work to clean
up that some of those high in authority
tried to do away with it this year, but the
people protested. In a late paper it is an-
nounced the Kaiser wishes the people to
bring their wares, and buy, and sell, and
have a good time at his very door. He goes
himself to look at the display, and the lit-
tle princes, with their governors, often
buy of the people, which makes the Ger
mans feel very proud.

TI1E ROYAL CHILDREN.

It is never my good fortune to know great
people, but I often know their friends-somet- hing

like looking at cake through
the bakery window. A friend of mine nees
something of the royal children and tells
me of them. She often sees the little
Crown Prince, a handsome little fellow of
seven or eight years, every inch a
Hohenzollern. There are fivo royal chil-
dren, as Americans count, but not accord-
ing to German reckoning. AH are boys,
and very beautiful children. Tbe elder
ones ride little snow-whit- e ponies, and
to see them riding out is a
sight that gladdens every true German
heart. It is impossible for an American to
realize the interest felt in these children,
especially Friedrich Wilhelm. In this
small boy the people see their future Em-
peror, and much of their weal or woe lies
in his hands. When a child I regretted
bitterly that my father was not a king, but
I rind the little princes do not have a much
better time than others. I thought if 1 had
been born to a throne I would not have had
to "mind." But tho first thing these royal
children are taught is obedience. One
must learn to obey if be wishes to know
how to command. We see in papers about
the good disposition of tbe little Crown
Prince, but my friend has it from his in- -'

s true tors that he wants bis own
way as much as any boy in
the kingdom. He doesn't like mu-
sic. He would much rather play horso or
soldier than stand practicing on his iittlo
violin. But his royal father says: "My
people shall See I care for Other things be-
sides soldiers and wars; Friedrich William
must play the violin." So ho takes lessons,
and gets scolded roundly by his teacher,
who is a noted musician, and is much tried
becausebis little Highnessbatestopracticc.
"Why can't yon be more reasonable?" be
said to the boy durintr one of his late les-
sons. Why can't boys who do not inherit
a crown be reasonable? Not long ago
Friedrich William was outriding with tvio
conutesses. They were old ladies of very
high rank. One of them told the little
Prince he was not behaving properly.
With this tho little fellow rang
the bell which told the coach-
man when to stp. Tho horses
were reined in, aud the attendant wishes to
know the orders. "The Countess will get
out," said little Friedrich, with a wave of
his hand, as if ho were commanding an
army. It is needless to say the old lady did
not get out and walk home, and the little
Priuce found he was still under petticoat
government. Still, the two elder boys are
considered very kind-hearte- d, friendly,
spirited lads, and are greatly beloved by
the people. - . - 1

. .

Christmas eve is much celebrated in this
land. From the branch of fir tho poor man
hangs in his window to tho glitterinz trees
that bloom in the palace, every family has
its Christmas tree. On this are placed the
lights and ornaments, and nnderit the gifts.
Christmasmorningthe children recito poems
they learn for the occasion, but the great
celebration is held on the nitfbt before.
When children are fourteen, according to
tho lairs of the land, they must be con-
firmed, if possible, in the state church, the
Lutherau. if not in the Catholic. Then
the boys go to work, butcher boys and
milk boys or, if hisher up. to the gym-
nasium, and if possible, to the university.
The girls sometimes continue school life in
private schools, paying much attention to
painting and music, and. above all, getting
ready to get married. So closes their child
ife, which is much tho happiest part of
heir lives, with its play time and beauti-

ful Christmas festivities.
Myka Goodwin Plantz.

HOLIDAY GOODS. A great stock of Silk Mufflers,
Underwear, Gloves, Hosiery, Silk and

Linen Handkerchiefs, Suspenders, Umbrellas, Etc., Etc.
N. B. Hats axd Caps Below All Competition.

TUB have devoted much space '.to OVERCOATS in
1 1 this "ad." Don't allow that to divert your mind

from the fact that, as heretofore, we are fully supplied
with MEN'S AND BOY'S SUITS, at the lowest prices.

OTJE $3.65
Chinchilla Overcoat.

MEN'S NICE CHINCHILLA OVER-
COATS nt ,o5. Our competitors
would call it. worth $10. We don't.
But it's worth $3.03 to anybody.

OVERCOATS as fine as any house
in the West. All styles, up to Mon-tagna- cs

at $25. .

IN
rfIII ODS

ORIGINAL EAGLE 5 and 7 WEST WASHINGTON ST.
16 S. MERIDIAN ST.

;FOR BARGAINS
CHRISTM DAT
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iKsisin H it

A Desolate Kegion Where tbe Hent iSur-pass-es

That of the Sahara Desert,

Where Men Terish cflhint and Their Bodies
Shriyei Cp Objects of tbe Ccrains Go-

vernment Exploration cf the Taller.

Special Correspondence oftLe Sunday Journal.
Washington, Dec 5. "Valley of Death."

Long before a white man ever locked upon
the direful spot the Indians of California
and Nevada knew it by that name. Of tho
exploring expedition which the United
States government is about to send thither
come notice has been given briefly in tho
newspapers. It ought to be of interest to
learn just what tho purposes cf this ex-

ploration are and the manner in which it is'
to be conducted. One point worth mention-
ing, to begin with, is that it will be made
by the best-equipp- ed biological party that
ever started out upon a scientific enter-
prise, including an unparalleled number of
distinguished experts in ornithology, mam-
malogy, botany, entomology, and bj forth.

Before going any further it may be as
well to give 6orae general description of
the extraordinary region which these men
are about to investigate. From the Wa-

satch mountains to the Sierra Xevadas ex-

tends a region of ghastly desert, nearly all
of its area la the State of California, though
to the east it reaches over tho line into
Kevada This frightful waste is intersect
ed by a series of high mountain ranges run
ning parallel north and south, with valley
between. A birdsrye view of the land
scape shows three principal ranges the In
yo and Argus mountains forming the moat
westerly one, the Fararaint being the next.
range to tne east, ana the Amargosa uio
third, still more easterly. East of tho Am
argosa range is the Amargosa desert, and
between tbe Amargosa and the Parumint
ranges is what is Known as ueatu t al
ley," so called because of death ami despair
it is the very abode, the like of which is
not to bo found elsewhere in the world.
Imagine a narrow strip of arrid
plain shut in between two mighty
mountain walls, the peaks stretch--
in? no 10.000 feet into the burning .
sky. So precipitonsaretheserocky barriers
that in a journey or fourteen miles yoti
pass from an eminence of two miles abovo
sea level to the plain 175 feet below tho
oceuu tide-mar- k. Tbe surface of this plain
is composed of salt and alkali, and it i im
possible to go over it on horseback, becauso
it is a mere crust through which the ani
mal you ride breaks up to its kuees into a
thick alkali paste, which eats both hair
and bide. There are paths by which on
may make one's way across, if one knows
where to find water on the opposite side

1 hero is 6orne thine unearthly about tho
whole appearance of things in the valley
the two ranees of gigantic peaks that hem
it in between them looking like the back
bones of a couple of monstrous beasts, and
a urey bare that never lifts making every-
thing indistinct to tbe view. No vegeta
tion is to be neen, save a very scanty sago
brush, with leaves that are uot green but
grey, with here and there a tall cactus
which looks in tbe night like a dead man
standing erect with arms extended. But
the Hupreme horror of the place is th heat,
which is unspeakable. There is a breeze,
which, instead of being cook is so scorch-
ing hot as to blibter your face. Into
this natural furnace the sun pours its rays
with never a cloud Interrupting from one
year's end to another. When the famous
geologist, Froresaor Uilbert, succeeded in
crossing the valley, nearly twenty years
ago, barely escaping death from thirst, the
thermometer inside his saddle-ba- g went up
to 180 and then burst - -

A suggestive feature of tiro Death Valley
landscape isthe color of the mountain rocks,
which are 'actually sunburnt to an iron-bro- wn

hue. Chip olTa little Make, aud vou
find tbe stone of its natural lighter hue
underneath. Streams flow from mountain
springs down to wards the valley, but never
reach it, because the heat dries them up on
the way. Once in a great while there is a
tremendous storm in the Amarcoaa desert
to the eastward, and ariver a mile in width
flows from the desert around the south end
of the Amargosa range, and northward
through the valley. Does it flow out again
at the other endf Not much. Itisdricdnp
and lost before it gels that far.

Such is the Valley of Death itself eimply
tho most horrible spot in that great region
of despair. Tbe object of tho government
in exploring it is simply to learn what
kinds of. animals live there. This enter-
prise is part of a great work which the De-
partment of Agriculture has been for some
time carrying on, the purpose of which is
to map out tho whole United States into
what are called "faunal areas." For ex-
ample, suppose it is determined w hat are pre-
cisely the limits of tbe area occupied by tho
jackass rabbit. When that much is known,
it must necesArily be true that any plant
which thrives in one part of that area will
do well in any other part. Tbtre is such
an lutimate relation between animal lifo
ami plant life in this world that, bavlne
found ont tbe various areas inhabited
by different birds and mammals, you have
learned just where each form of vegetable
growth can be produced to advantage.
When the government has completed this
important task, the farmers of the country
will bavM placed before them maps out-
lining with the closest accuracy the regions
within which each kind of vegetable or
fruit is susceptibleof profitable cultivation.
Thus the agriculturist, wherever he may
be located, will kuow with certainty what
beouabtto plant. But the work of out-
lining the areas occupied by the animals of
tbe United States will not be complete until
the fauna of every part of the country,
even of the highest mountains and most
hopeless deserts, have been Investigated.
Last year an expedition was sent out to tho
astonishing San Fraucisco mountains,
which uplitts its gigantio peak, three miles
high, from tbe burning plains of Arizona,
its top covered with perennial snows. As-
cending . to rocky precipices, the ex-
plorers passed from a semi-tropic- al to
an arctic clime, just as they would Lave
done if they had traveled northward n few
thousands "of miles. Each zono had its
own vegetation and forms of animal lifo
suitable to the temperature, The same
party that visited this mountain also ex--

the famous "Painted Desert" nearElored gets its name from tbe fact that
the queer-lookin- g bills scattered all over
the plain, where the sea which once was
there has washed their sides away, aro of
all the colors of the rainbow, with heaps of
fossil wood on their summits.

CHIEF OF THE EXPEDITION.
The msn who. conducted these explora-

tions will likewise have charge of the
Death Valley expedition. He is Dr. C.
Hart Merriam, chief of the division of
mammalogy in the Department of Agri-
culture, With hira will be Dr. Vtrnoa
Bay ley, who ranks as the best col-

lector of mammals in tho worlJ. Alo
in tho party will be the eminent
naturalist, Prof. T. S. Palmer, likewise Dr.
A. K. Fisher, assistant ornithologist of tho
department; F. V. Coville, assistant, botan-
ist: E. W. Nelson, a well-know- n naturalist
and topographer, and Professor Strphens. a
distinguished expert in mammalogy and
desert work. There will also be two cr
three otherassistants with the party, which
will necessarily be accompanied by a final
corps of mule-packe- rs and other servants.

At the beginning the expedition will be
divided into two parties. One of tluse is
now at Owen's lake, in California, on tho
point of starting out. It is under the com-
mand of Vernon Uayley, aud will begin
work st the foot of thn Invo range, to the
west of which Owen's lake" is. Bayley will
not go far. however, until joined by Palmer
with the other party. Palmer will leave
Washington within frs than a wrek. with
instructions to take charge of the c utireex-peditio- n

until Dr. Merriam gws out to the
scene of operations, earlr in Man h. Upon
leaving here. Palmer will go straight to
St. Bernardino, Cab, where be wiiloutht
with a six-mul- e team, pack animals and
aupDliea. Fisher, Co villa and Step ton

A Land Where the Baby Is Welcomed
and Where It Fills a Lons-Fe- lt Want.

Tojs Abound, and tha Early lean of Child-

hood Are Made Restate by Tender Care,
While Practical Things Are Not Neglected.

Special Correspondence of the Sunday Journal.
Berlin, Nor. 28. Babies have a warm

welcome in Germany. Not only are they
kept under a feather bed, bat they really
fill a long-fe- lt want If a baby brings a
little brother or sister for a playmate, so
much the better. Many baby-carriag- es art
seen with a cover at each end, and from
each end of the feather tick is a little red
face in a large bonnet. When one side
cries the nurse elevates the cab on that
side, and jolts the baby. The baby heads
down knows its turn will come for heads
np, so takes it in good part The christen-
ing comes early, and is a great event. A
party is made, ana, as a German lady re-

marked, so much is drunk to the baby's
health that the friends and relatives forget
all about the new-come- r. Every child
must have a godfathei and godmother, and
if of any rank, more than one. Rocking-chair- s

aro almost an unknown quantity.
Children sleep in baskets and little beds
without rockers, but the mothers swing the
babies in their arms, showing the desire for
motion is a baby instinct. Babies almost
live out of doors, no matter the wind or
the weather. Poor women carry them in
their arms, and older brothers and sisters
walk the streets with them. The middle
and npper classes have nurses, who spend
most of the time in the gardens and parks
with the little ones. The large cities all
contain beautiful parks and open squares
devoted to the use of . the children. Even
the smallest village in Germany has its
green, whero the children do not
have to "keep off the grass." Babies are
often carried in flat biskets or in a bait
made of jhe nurse's apron, looking very
much like the little pitf that went to mar-
ket. Babies of any distinction wear white
vails and look like little brides. Children
are put on their feet so soon one wonders,
wheu he sees tho bow-leg- s, where the
soldiers are coming from.

As all the boys expect to go in the army,
from eighteen to twenty-on- e, the little fel-
lows play soldiers instead of joining their
sisters in "come-to-see.- " Girls expect to'marry, and as children play with' dolls and
tiny furniture. This land is tbe toy
heaven. There are almost as many toy-
shops as meat stores, and wonderful things
one sees! Even tbe poorest cbild has bis
playthings. But it is not all play and no
work. German children are trained to be
industrious. In tho manufacturing dis-
tricts there is child labor, but with
the provision that each child must
have a certain amount of education. If
the owner of a factory employs children,
he must have a teacher to givo them in-
struction certain hours of the day. In the
country the peasant children work in the
nelds, but their father is required to send
them to the district school orhaveateacher
for certain bourn, lnfact.it is almost im-- v

possible to evade tho law of compulsory
education here.

The boys and girls never go to school in
the same building. School life begins at six,
aud is required uutil fourteen years of age.
French is taught in connection with the
German in most schools, so tbe Germans
hardly know the difference between that
aud their mother tongue. Only the poorer
children attend the pub.io schools,
which have excellent teachers and are
well equipped. 1 have a friend who
teaches in one. She says after teaching tenyears if a physician will give a certificate
that the teacher is out of health she will be
pensioned for the rest of her lifo by the
government. This would not be a bad way
for the United States to get rid of some of
its surplus. The city schools have prin-
cipals who attend to tbe government, or at
least to tho more heroic discipline, though
my friend admits children get their ears
boxed in school at first hand and fre-
quently. They write in the Latin script as
well as in the German, and I have seen
work by children of nine which excels our
writing four or live years later. Children
write compositions at ten and learn long
poems. In fact, the trainingof the memory
seems the great object in the
lower grades. Germany is the cen-
ter of ythe kindergarten idea as well
as the great universities of the earth, and
from babyhood on the making of scholars
seems to be tbe German ideal. As I heard
receutly in a lecture, "Germany expects to
bold its territory and people more by its
trained thinkers than by its soldiers."
School is held on Saturday, but the hours
through the weeek arc not as long as with
us, and short recesses are always giveu.

The girls are taught knitting from the
first. After they cau make their own stock-
ings they grauuat into crochet work.

--Every little girl h- - her knitting-ba- g as
well as her Batch- - There is one thing

f
every boy and gin, . ntholic or Protestant,
must learn, at both private and public
schools. It is a law that every child
shall be taught what is called "re-
ligion." The Catholics, who are
furnished their own public schools, can
teach it in their own way. bnt must teach
the Bible aud the Catechism. They begiu
with tho Ten Commandments and Bible
stories, and go on with Bible and church
history. As a gentleman remarked lately,
"They take religion early and soon get
through with it." 'TIIK DRK8S OF CHILDREN. '

It is quite the custom for bare arms and
necks to, be seen even when other people
are wearing flannel. "The arms of little
girls look like sausages," I heard a gentle-
man say yesterday. They are so fat and
sun-bur- nt they do, sometimes, bnt babies
look very pretty if one could believe they
were comfortable. Of course, in cold
weather the arms are covered.

Children do not visit their playmates
here as they do in America. A little girl
expects an invitation for even an afternoon
call, and something to eat and drink, al-
ways. A little girl tells me children enjoy
their beer, when they visit, as well as
their elders. Holidays are freqnent here.
Birthdays are celebrated, ihe child re-
ceives a tart, increasing in size as he does
in years, until he shares it with the family.
Not only does the cbild who has a birthday
receive a present, but every one in the fam-
ily expects a small gift from the parents.
When one has, say, fourteen or fifteen
birthdays a year in a family this must bo a
costly observance. Easter is always re-
membered. Candy eggs, as well as colored
oues.tare used. German children use little
candy. Sweetmeats in the way of tarts
and chocolate they like, but they seem to
spend their pennies for fys instead of
candy and chewing-gum- . ( he coloring of
Easter eggs originated in tnis'country sev-
eral hundred years ago. A nobleman
brought his wife two bantam chickens
from some southern country. The eggs
were too choice, then, to think
of eating them, so the lady saved
them, and from tbe woods gathered
plants and colored ber treasures all kinds
tf beautiful tints. Then she hid them in
nests in tbe castle park and invited tho
children of the neighborhood to a party.
When they found the eggs they thought
the hare must have laid them. Tbe chil-
dren tell roe it is still the enstom to hide
colored eggs in the garden and let the little
ones find them on Eastsr day.

The German children have many picnics
to the parks and woods, often marching
out with their teachers, singing ai they go.
They sing a great deal in school and out.
As in the days of Luther, orphan boys from
the asylums come in bands and sing in the
courts and gardens nnder tbe windows.
Their voices are shrill and high, bnt it
does not make bad music . People
aro expected to throw down money
for the boys, who wear Ions black

and lonsrfunny enough. St.f;owns the 6th of December, is much ob-
served in western and southern Germany.
A young lady described to me how berfarn
By celebrated it. They all went to tho
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HANDSOME PICTURES
A very choice selection. Prices Low. Call and

see how nicely you can decorate your
home for little money. .

BOOK-CASE- S.
r

ENDLESS. VARIETYFANCY CHAIES

PARLOR SUITES at prices ranging from $20 to
holstered in Crushed Plush or Silk Tapestry

$250; Six or seven-piec- e Walnut or Oak, up
Goods, for $45. Best value ever offered,

SINGLE COUCHES, .

V

BED COUCHES,

--AND

Upholstered in Carpets,

Plush, Silk Tapestry

and. Leather, at prices

ranging from $6 to S50.

-

BED LOUNGES,

How Mlii Wllklus Uegan to Write.
Critic l5mnj?er.

A lady who knows Miss Mary Wilkins
very well has given mo some interesting
particulars concerningher which are rather
a surprise to me. In the first place. 1 did
not know that she was a young woman
that is, that she was nnder thirty and 1

consider under thirty quite young for a
writer who has made a reputation. She
was born at Brattleboro. Vt., and ber par-
ents, dying while she was very young, left
hersntneient means for her support. She
has boarded with friends for the groater
part of her life, and their house at Kan-dolp- b,

Mass., is her home. On her mother's
side she is connected with John Lotbrop
Motley, and ber literary gift probably came
from that side of the house. When Miss
Wilkins was only sixteen years old a lady
calling upon her spoke of a prize of goff-
ered by a Boston paper for a children's
story. After the caller left Miss Wilkins,
though she had never written a line for
print np to that time, said. "I believe I
could write that story." "Why not try." an-
swered her friends. "I .will," she replied.
She did so and won tbe prize. It was not
until some years after this that she again
set herself to story-writin- g. This second
manuscript was sent to Harper's Bazar,
then edited by the late Mary'L. Booth.
Miss Booth opened the envelope, and after
a hasty glance at the rather Immature
chirography said to herself, "I don't think I
shall have to spend much time over that
manuscript," and put it in her bag to take
home. When she began to read it she dis-
covered what is known among editors as a
"find." Tbe story is one of the bent in the
volume of stories published by the Harpers.
Mifts Booth took the liveliest interest in
tbe young girl, and gave ber valuable aid
and advice at a time when she most needed
them. Harper's Macazine then began to

her stories, and the firm soonEublisb them out in book form with what
success every one who is interested in lit-
erature knows.

' Tlie Single Danger to France.
Jules Simon, in December Foruiju

Universal suffrage may be vitiated In
two ways: through the money of candidates
or by tbe influence of the government. In-
dividuals are mentioned who have spent as
much as 200.000 francs for a seat in the
Chamber of Deputies. Half a million francs
came out of the coders of Boulsngism for
three elections only. One cannot see.
among such conditions, what becomes of
equality. If we begin to buy votes, it will
be time to exclaim' with La Mennals:
"Silence, ye poor!".

Tariff Law Unpopularity Due to Falsehoods.
Cnlcago Inter Ocean.

Even Ensrlish editors begin to see it.
Speaking of the McKinley law. tbe editor
of the London Financial Times says in bis
paper that "the excessive unpopularity" of
tbe measure abroad "was largely du to ex-
aggeration on the part of tho American
Democrats, who have spared no expense or
misrepresentation in raising opposition to
the scheme."

Tbe Protestant Episcopal Church is said
to be doing excellent work among the freed-me- n

in the South. Their colored missions
number 1X2 stations, occupied by sixty-tw- o

white and forty-fou- r colored clergvroen.
Their 110 Sunday-school- s are attended by
8,800 scholars, sixty-tir- e parochial6chols
are attended by 4.400 pupils, aud twelve
trade schools by 770. The number of coxn-muaica- uts

is 6,1X0.

CARPETS, 0IL-CL0T- HS AID WINDOW-SHADE- S.

LACE CURTAINS, LACE BED-SET- S AND PORTIERES.

Special Good Values on Everything from now
until January 1.

MESSEMGEE'S ALWAYS. THE LOWEST.
ALWAYS THE BEST.

EASIEST TERMS AT ALL TIMES.

101 East Washington Street,
('Call early and buy your Pees ENTS and have them

13. 15 and 17 South Delaware Street.
tagged and laid away until Christmas.


