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PRICE FIVE CENTS.

OUR

Has

HARP

many sirings, but this week we shall

play on only THREE of them. But it will
be music you will be pleased to hear and
give a cheerful jingle to the dollars we shall
save to your pockets.

1. The finest makes of HOCKANUM WORSTEDS, PALL MALLS
(black and in ecolors), CASSIMERES, ete.

CHEVIOTS

These are LIGHT-WEIGHT

SUITS FOR MEN, and worth every cent of $18, $20, $22 and $24. We
propose to sell any and all at

#1490 --FOURTEEN - NINETY — 1 60

OUR REASON for making this sacrifice is that next month our Fall stock will begin to come in, and we

need the room.

9 CHILDREN'S $5 and $6 SUITS reduced to _
S3OO0—-THREE-NINETY —83.90

 For like reason.

' 3. ALL-WOOL JERSEY SUITS reduced to $2.19, to close them out.

HATS for all mankind at the lowest prices offered in this market.

RIGINAL EAGL

O and 7 West Washington Street.
HAT DEPARTMENT, 16 South Meridian Street.

DOCTORS AND THE PATIENTS

Are Weto Be Allowed to Know Anything
Definite Conecerning Our Bodies?

Ten-Dollar-a-Visit Doctors and Sanitariums
and Nurses—Fallacies About Surgery and
Woman's Diseases— Working Doctors,

et

Written for the Sunday Journal

Whoso falis out of the hands of God, says
the Talmud, shall fall into the hands of the
physiciana, Having oocasion lately to
realize this vroverb, being in the hands of
six doctors in as many weeks, others are
weloome to profit by my experience. I am
no foe to doctors or medicine. Sharply as
our genial aantocrat has spoken against
drugs [ doubt if his theory that they had
better be thrown into the sea would keep
him from taking sods mint or Carlsbad
salts after an alumni dinner or opinm to
allay the pains of incomplete digestion.
Drugs are onr vicarious redemption from
suaflering, and whether to fall into the

hands of doctors is the first step from grace
or the last devends wholly on the doctor.

It never recommends a neighborhood to
be very far from medical aid, but a family
paper of high repute lately expresses itself
in terms which we have allheard too often:

*It1s not too much to say that more than
half the physical ills which people are be-
lieved to suffer are the resultof an over-

vivid imagination. Nothing is more ab-
surd than to read of symptoms of disecase

in mediecal books and brood over them. It
isa wise and safe raule to leave medical

matters to medical men, being sure to em-
ploy a man 1u whom one can have thorough
trust,' and then rely mmplicity upon his
judgment.”

You have all heard it before, and very
likely quoted it in exhortation to some
weaker brother or mster. The belief of
hundreds of people counting themselves
mumsant 18, first, most diseases—other
folks’ diseases—are sheer imagination; sec-
ond, you don’t want to learn or read any-
toing about them so as to know whether
they are imaginary or not; and lastly, if
you are sick put yourself in the hands of a
doctor and leave health, life and death to
bim. That is theory of hygiene by
which most live and more dte.

Popular ideas 91 medicine, law and drain-
laying trot on *'he same level. You are to
leave your life and your property, which
makes life worth living, and your drains,
which concern both bhealth and property, to
some professor of the arts concerning them,
and you are suppused to be as incapable of
knowing anything about the firet two as
von are about taking levels through walls,
banks and angles. That is to say, you are
born into the world a dummy ora fool,
unequal to protecting your dearest inter-
osts, and on your peril you seek to dissipate
your pative ignorance.

A PRACTICAL LESSON.

I have just been through the trial of hav-
ing drains laid, and it.thm is anything of
whieh I considered myself hopelessly and
incurably igunorant it was the science of
drain-digging. The rich and ancient bor-
ough of Dedbam is in the hands of local of-

ficers, who devote their energies to laying
& town-tax much higher than that of -
don or New York, and in consequence are
unequal to laying of town drains. Yearly
a8 the tax rate rises the water risea in the
cellars, and, as there is no prospect of taxes
lowering, the possibilities of floating off in
some spring thaw are disconcertin

So I sent for a muan of drains, well recom-
mended, and placed aftairs in his hands
with that child-like confidence which
medical men find exemplary in their pa-
tients. The first discovery was that the
tile drain, mrpomd to keep the cellar dry,
sloped three inches up to the town gutter,
and to the old celebrity of Taunton water,
which was too weak to run down hill,
mnst be added that of Dedhamn water,
which was expected to be able to run up
bill. My unassisted reason proved equal
to grasping the situation without tottering
ou its throne.

Step step the interest g'ow in side
drains, wells, surface water and hard-

Eon. Unaided I discovered the difference
etween a day’s work in fact and a day’s
work so-called, and between a few pointed
words and some well-disposed workmen
have the pleasure of seeivg work finished
this afternoon which this morning I was
assured would take two days.

At dawn there was before my window a
five-foot drain filied part of its length with
rubblestone to a foot of the surface, that
being the fashion of contract drain filling
for psople who don’t know better. But
from reading up abont drain buiilding and
a word or two from better informed people
the heaped rubble was disposed fifteen
inches deep over the bottomw of that fift
foot drain and the rest filled with gravel,
sods aud sand, as it should be, saving some
days’ work with men and teams and sowe
dollars to.mg vocket.

It was rather funny to seea small woman
anyl & Maox kitten superintend that drain
digging, I suppose, but it is doue for & gen-
ération to come, and what I want to make
-apparent is that the average disorders of
our systemus can no more surpass our un-
derstandings than the laying of cellar
drains. If it were impossible or 1nadvisa-
ble for men and women to comprehend the
needs of thewr own bodies and lives it
wonld be a reflection against the wisdom
of Him who made us.

INTELLIGENCE 1§ SAFETY.
1t is true we cannot, without more time
and study than most of us can devote, learn
the intricacies of chronic disease and the

skill of surgery. But we can understand
quite enough to prevent the horrors of

cancer, tumor, abscess, tuberele and their
train. We can learn the pulse, the heart
beat, the symvathy between digestion,

nerves and muscular exhaustion; between
colds and nflammations, and the prompt
treatment of their initial disorders,

Is knowledge of our joints, nerves and
organs to lead us to sick fancies aboot
them or the reverse! lIs the ability to dis-
criminate the freaks of gas in the stomach
from the presence of a live animal there
iu'urious to a nervous, dyspeptic woman!?
‘When, day after day and hour after hour,
the crawling sensation repeats itself on a
shoulder so that one would swear a worm
was creeping there, is it or is it not quiet-
ing for a sensitive person to know it is a
disorder of circulation, which physicians
know a8 the sura, only disturbing as it
points to disorder of the nerves?

Is 1t best or not for a woman to be able to
detect the beginnings of tumor in time,
when it can be dispersed by diet and
maassage, or should she ignorantly wait till
1t apoils her figure and takes a year’s treat.
ment and vivisection to relieve her of it!?
More. Isit not comfortable for a woman to
read medicine enough to Jearn that she has
no myelitis or any other hopelrss form of
spinal diseass, and to know that with
equable pulse, good sleep and ability for
protracted etfort there cannot Le anything
serious the matter with her vital orgauns,
though impaired dlgpltion may counterfeit
heart trouble, lungldiscase and half the ail-
ments Uesh is heir to?

If 1t is dangerous for people to read medi-
cine let the study of physiology be ban-
ished from our public schools with the
rules of witcheraft and the black art, or

rhaps our intelligent adviser would al-

ow us to learn to tell our humerus from
our funnybone, but not how to take care of
either.

The best doctors will not forbid their pa-
tients learning anything that is of use to
them. Rather, they will find {n an intelli-
gent patient, who knows the exact situa-
tion and meaning of symptoms, the assur-
ance of successin cure. In such a case the
difficulty of diaguosis is done away with.

The doctor cannot see 1nto & patient’s
body. He must guess at the state of inter-
pal organs by appearances of ontward ones,
But the patient 1s clairvoyant to himself,
He knows just where the pain is, and how
keen it is, and how his heart jumps anda
pulse loses beats, and when he can tell
these symptoms in plain language one great
diﬂ:.icnlty in healing is done away with.

Unintelligent persons are as hard to treat
a8 babies, becanse not being used to ob-
serve or distingnish their sensations, they
cannot tell what ails them. I have‘imard
rhnteitnl distinguish each other as writ-
ng doctors and practicing doctors. Now,
if the profession are afraid their practice
will lose if peopledearn how to take care
of themselves, let me remind them of the
popularity attending men who write on
subjects of health, not to mention more
than Drs. Ward Richardson, Weir Mitchell,
Felix Oswald and Hammond.

A HINT FOR PHYSICIANS.

These men have never been afraid to let
people know how to take care of them-
solves, nor have they lost medical prestige

by so doing. It is probable that with grow-
}nsinzelun;mco thio doctorsl' work wl{l gllg:
nto that of teachin ople how no
sick, and it will be sg YE:‘T%I' %-Bbrﬁii‘:%'ﬂ‘d
more profitable routine than their present
one. The winter’s lectures on hygiene will
be as largely attended as any star course
devised. Gentlemen of the profession, the
Feoplo are treading eclose npon your heels
n the matter of interest in medical sub-
jeots which concern their households and
their lives. As littie humbug as possible
will serve you beat.

But you people oultivate humhug in your
doctors and ministers, bow down to it and
pay 1t high fees. Town people are specially
unfortunate on this prmint. They pass the
modest, conscientious doctors who would
gladly attend for the regular feeof §2 »
visit, and give their best thought and
1atest reading to oross the palm of a fash-
ionable doctor, who keeps page and liv-
eried coachman and has his receptions
quoted in the society papers, and pays for
thess things out of your Elo a visit. |

Don’t grudge a man who has worked his
way up in hoapital and battle-field, in ep1-
demio and through the slums his §10 or §100
a visit, but when doctors begin by keeping
up appearances, leave them to society and
ita fancied ailments.

Will your ten-dollar-a-vistt doctor allow
himself to be called up in the night to some
patient writhing in sudden agoniea? It
will interfere with his brilliance at his aft-
ernoon receptions, and a man who has §10
for every fiiteen minutes of working time
doesn’t need to break his downy slumbers
for anybody. I

Let me tell you one more point. Don’t
call a doctor a second time who keeps a pa-
tient waitin? in psiz while he makes an
elaburate toilet in the middle of the night.
I shall never forget the appearance of one
dootor only sent for when I found myself
going hgbtheaded with pain, who kept the
kindly messenger cooling his heels on the
sidewalk for the bhetter part of an hour,
and appeared at my bedside in toilet fit for
a ball at 8 in the morning. Sick as [
was, the immacuiate elegance of his cuffs
and studsand the miraculous parting of his
hair made an impression that will never be
lost npon me.

Do doctors keep ready-made partings for
instant use? For if not that straight moon-
beam must have cost a good five minutes’
agony for his waiting patient. I got just
such treatment as was to be expected from
such an Adonis—morphine disguised in
bromide of potassium, when I protested
againet morphine, whose reacotion brought
the pain worse another night, and by an
anxious, promnf invitation to end my
woes by a neat little surgical operation
which would have broken my strength for
weeks and cost at least $100.

You do not wonder thas superfine doctors
are fond of surgery when th? can charge
five timee as much for a half hour’s oper-
ation as for an ordinary visit, with a steady
run of attendance till you get well after it

Beware of the doetor who wants to flesh
his knife in you. 1 was awfully polite to
this one, and pressed his double fee upon
him before he left, for I never meant to see
his face again., Number two came next
night, a little rough in appearance, but

rompt, and knowing how to relieve, but

e, too, pressed the surgioal treatment, and
never was sent for after. Ilearned from
him, however, the value of his fee, which
was only balf that of the man with the
seraph part in his hair, in the imstruction
that hot water, hot as can be borne, 18 the
great panacea for internal pain—keptscald-
ilmz hot and applied for at least half an

our.

Numbers three and four said unhesitat-
ingly there was noneed of surgery, and made
their words good by ending the trouble in
three weeks without it ey were good
doctors, skillful ones, but 1 parted with
them for what reason? .

TWO OLD DRAWBACKS,

Nothing in themselves, but they had the
drawbacks with whioch too many physicians

weight themselves nowadays. These are
the trained nuarse; the other is the sani-

tannam. A lot of gush is written about

trained nurses, which is only to be accepted
on the ground that patients and their
friends are all fools, unfit for the slightest
care or control of themselves. In severe
cases, 1n critical surgery or maternity cases,
and in hospitals, the trained nurse is indis-
pensable, but I have heard most well-to-do
and intelligent folk who had tried them
say that they never would have one in the
bouse again.

The choice of nurses is like that of wives
The right sort s invaluable, but there are
a hundred women you would not have to
one you want. 1 leave your next neighbor
to tell you the reasons, for there 1sa’t room
1a t his paper.

But it is the custom for town doctors to

retain their own special nurses, whom it is
for their interest to keep in emplovinens,
snd the nurse 18 apt to be pressed upon you
whether exacily needed or not. 5o with
the sanitarium, which ph%'alcuna keep as
other men do yachts, and if it is absolutely
impoesible for patients to obtain tolerable
care and diet at home it may be worth
while to pay the price of a fashionable ho-
tel for very ordinary surroundings and
baked apples to eat.

But no penitentiary is more absolute than
your sanitarium. Once i1n yoa cannot get
out, except to the convenience of all con-
cerned, on penalty of a fuss with the doe-
tor and the matron’s tongue. The dootor
may be candid ard mean well, and his ays-
tem be admirable, but the matron can undo
all the good obtainable from it, and this
mattor also I leave to the amplification of
those who have bad more experience of
saitariums than I. Only the little I do
know of them makes me feel shy of doctors
with nurse or a sanitasium to recommend,
doing all justice to the good intentiouns of
the dootors. For one thiug, it is cheaper
to put one’s own house in sanitary condi-
tion and make it pleasant for an mvalid's
wants than to spend any length of time at
s sanitarinm, and savea you the gossip.
The trained nurse will want tha wholo
earth and your house made over for her
benefit anyhow.

If you don’t keep & carriage and pair,
and a French cook, and have French un-
derwear, fycm are apt to get very tired
hurm1 of other people who do, and of the
airs belonging to those invaluable people
who sojourn with elite invalide Stop a
nurse’s chatter if you can. A doctor can’t.
I was #0 nearly talked to death in brain
fever by one of them thatI retain too great
respect for their gifts to ever place myself
in their power again.

No, my dear “brethren and sistern,” let
us be wise in our own interests and learn
all we can about physiology, hygiene and
medicine. Some of it is highly interesting
study, and what isn’t interesting is invalu-
able. The more you know the bstter you
will appreciate the worth of a really good
doctor in those points requiring more skill
than the laity can attain. You will learn
that the best are of the school of Ascle-
giadel. the beloved Greek physician, who

eld that cures should be by speedy, safe
and pleasant means, on which the highest
faculty are comingtoagree. They are wise
enough to find that the surgery of women,
as practised for twenty-fiv- years, is bar-
barous and unnecessary for diseases which
can be cured by diet and eloctricity.

As my last and present doctor said—he
was one of the working doctors who never
wrote but one article in his life, twenty
years ago, and never had time for another
since—"All organs are treated by interfer-
ence except the liver and heart, which we
cannot get at and must treat constitution-
ally, and we are finding that it is just as
practicable to treat the rest so as by caut-
ery and section.” If one physician ecan
count his seventy cures of tuamor by diet,
electricity and general hygiene it is enough
to encourage all to hope for similar help.

The same jis true of that most painful
class of disorders, rectal and intestinal dis-
eases, whose early symptoms are apt to be
set down as purely imaginary and later
ones by vivisection. We who suffer must
learn to be wise for ourselves, and the good
doctor will not say: “Trust me implicitly,”
but ‘‘test me, "ﬁ' me, nnderstand all you
can about yourseif and my work.”

SHIRLEY DARE.

— e
About Bathing the Feet
Ladies’ Home Journal.

While a nightly bath is excellent, the
feet shonld not be soaked oftener than once
a week—unless, indeed, they are sore from
walking or standing. In that case dissolve
& bit of washing soda the size of your
thumb’s end in a basin of water as hot as
can be borne. Boak the feat in this ten
minutes, rinse 1n clear hot water, wipe dry
and rub and knead with the bare hand for
five minutes. For perspiration—especially
oftensive perspiration—never let hot water
touch your feet. Bathe nightly in cold
water, with a little chloride of lime in it
For tender or burning feet nothing is bet-
ter tﬁn a8 stroug sea-salt vath, either hot
or 00 .

—aS
Clean Hands,

Borax water will instantly remove all
soi1ls and stains from the hands and heal
all scratcher and chafes. To make it, put
crude into a bottle and fill it with
hot water., When the borax is dissolved
add more to the water, until at Iast the
water can absorb no more and a residuom
remsains at the bottom of the bottle. To
the water in which the hands are to be
washed pour from this bottle to-make it
very soft. Itis very cleansing, and by its
:‘m‘m hands will be keptin .xcellent con-

on. e
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THE SPECULATOR'S TERROR

-~ ——

The Monthly Government Crop Report
and Its Influence on the Market.

———

The Periodical Rumor thatI¢ Has Been Stolen
—Beating Competitors Ten Minutes on the
Nows— Work of the Correspondents,

e e

8pecial Correspondence of the Suaday Journal

WASHINGTON, June 19.—A¢t intervals of &
year or twoa story is putin eirculation
that some one has stolen the crop balletin
of the Agricultural’ Department and bhas
sold it to speculators in grain or cotton.
The crop bulletin frequently influences the
speculative market if it indicates a
marked and unexpected change 1n the con-
dition or prospects of the growing crop. Its
value in the field of speoulation is not so
great as it was a few years ago, because
there are now State crop reports and re-
ports gathered by enterprising newspapers
which usually anticipate any decided
change m crop conditions. BStill, the
monthly report is closely watched by speo-
ulators, and the announcement of the new
average made on the floor of the exchanges
frequently resultsin an inflation or de-
pression of the market,

When any marked change isnoted by the
crop bulletin the speculator who could

know it even half an hour in advance of
its publication could make enormous prof-
its by buying or selling futures at the pro-
duce exchanges of the country. When I was

in the West, recently, a speculator ap-

proached me and said: “I understand there
are ways of getting at this crop report. It
gets out every once in & while, and if you
can get hold of it we ¢an make & lot of
money together.” 1 assured him shatif I
could get hold of it in any fair way I would
be very willing to join him'in making ‘‘a lot
of money” by the use of the information.
When 4 returned to Washington I called on
the statistician of the Agricultural Depart-
ment to learn, not how to get advance in-
formation of the bulletin, but how the de-
partment sncceeds in keeping its contenta
& secret up to the moment when it is given
to the press associations and telegraph
companies for distribution through %
the country. For, while the charge that
the bulletin hae n anticipated has ap-
peared at repeated intervals for the last
twenty-five years, no one has yet proved
1t, and the statistician, Mr. Dodge, is quite
ready to make aflidavit that no leak has
ever existed in the Agricultural Depart-
ment by which the information oould have
escaped. The only time that a specific
charge was brought against the Statistical
Burean was four years ago, when figures
approximating the average for the month
were oircula among speculators some
time before the average was given out by
the department. A Weatern Prioe Current
offered to prodnee evidence that this nfor-
mation came fromn the Statistician’s office,
but when Mr Dodge demanded the evi-
dence it was not produced. This is the
only time in the history of the department
that anything even approximating the fig-
ures of the monthly bulletin has been an-
pounced in advance, and the, only ex-
planation of this which the Statistician’s
office could find was that the figures
for that month were 8o mnearly like the
figures of the preceding month that a clever
man, well informed from day to day
through the dispatches by dealers and
speculators and by newspapers, could form
a fairly accurate estimate of the results of
the month: This is the only time when
suything like a specific charge has been
made against the statistician. At the be-
ginning of this administration the Secre-
tary of Agriculture received a lejter from
a discharged employe of Mr. Lodge, charg-
ing that, in collusmon with the private secre-
tary of the Department of Agrieulture, he
bad sold advance information of the crop re-
port: but, likea great many other communi-
cations received by the heads of the depart-
ment at Washington from discharged and
dissatisfied emnloie’p. this communication
did not have weigh¥enough eyen to war-
rant an investigation.

HOW THE MATERIAL IS GATHERED.

The material for the monthly erop bulle.
tin is gathered .for the department by an
active corps of more than ten thousand un-
paid agents. In every producing county in
the United States is a correspondent of the
Agricultural Department, and each of these
correspondents has three assistants. There

are now about 2,550 of these correspondents.
They and their assistanta receive no com-
vensation, but they get a full supply of de-
partiuent publications and of seeds, and all
of the stationery needed for their work is
furnished them. These agents of the de-
partment are almost exclusively farmers,
QOccasionally & country physician is found
on the list. His opportunities for observa-
tion are quite as good as those of the farm-
er. From these men a much better service is
obtained than conld be hall if any salary
were attached to the position, becguse a
salaried position would be sought by in-
competent men purely for the emolument,
while the farmer gives his services to the
department in protection of his own inter-
esta. In addition to this enormous foroe of
volunteer correspondents the department
now has, in nearly all of the States, sal-
aried agents who have organized a parallel
system of reports through correspondents in
the counties, who are entirely independent
of the ceunty correspondents whose re-
ports are made direct to the department
here. The last appropriation bill made pro-
vision for the employment of State agents
everywhere, and the force wili soon be ex-
tended to coverthe entire country,

The statisticiap sends, each montb, to the
correspondents of the department a cirou-
lar containing certain guestions. In Feb-
ruary these concern omnly live stock. In
March (the month which practically winds
up the crop-year's record) the questions are
about the commercial distribution of
cereala. At the beginning of April the
questions asked concern the coundition of
the growing crops, the acreage under culti-
vation, etc. In October and November the
departinent inguires about the probable
yield per ncre. In December its inquiries
are for a final estimate of the product of
the vear. These questions I‘eamre. asually
mathematical answers. Taking 100 per
cent. as the normal condition, the corre-
spondents are asked to indicate the condi-
tion of the crops in their vicinity by figures
based on this per centage. The actual av-
erage is not taken, becanse this would he
mu.foadinl. a8 some counties produce
twenty times as much as others,
and the  high average of
small would raise that of =a
large one unwarrantably. The average of
each county is multiplied by the propor-
tion of the crop ﬁrown in that county, and
thus an “extended average”, is obtained,
which gives approximately a
of the product.

With such an enormous ¢o of corre-
spondents it would be impossible for any
collusion to exist which wounld affect or
control the market by making a faise re-
port to the statistician’s oftice. es,
the statistician has, in the reports of State
agents, the reports of agricultural boards
organized under BState supervision, and,
through many other sources, s constant
check uvon the department’s.correspond-
ents. in fact, the figures sent in by the
correspondents to the department are muot
necessarily final.: The statissician may
alter them in making up his report; and
here is one of the safeguards of the monthl
bulletin. Not even the statistician himself
knows what the monthly average will be
more than an hour or two before its publi-
cation. Each of the 2,350 county corre-
spondents of the department makes up
from tiuc reports of his three assistants his
report of tiie condition of the crops in that
county. He does not confine himself nec-
essarily to the facts and figures received
from his assistants. He may exercise his
own judgment in mod'le‘fgin‘g those figures
He is expected to wa e news
and gather, in every other possible way,
indications which may be of value, and to
make up his ave from all the informa-
tion in his possession. The correspondents
on th:i{’aciﬁo coast are under instructions
to m

correct idea

tions of the correspondent are to mail his
report on the 1st of the month. These re-
ports begin to come in on the 285th, and
every mail 18 bheavily laden with them for
more s week, ¢ heaviest receipls
are on the 54, 4th and 5th of the month,
As fast a8 they are received these reports
are sssorted. the evening of the Tth
they are distributed among a dozen clerks,
who odoupy desks in three rooms of the de-
partment sonex, and these clerks figure
from these connty reports the State aver-
ages of she different crops. All of the tabu-
Iation is done in one room, but the work of
footing up the averages is distributed
through three rooms, snd so distribauted
that each of the clerks has ouly knowledge
of the small part of the work which he has
done. Across the BDall another foroe of
clerks verifies these avorages. As soon as
this work is completed 1t is taken from the
hands of the clerksand delivered into the
hands of the statistician, where all of the
cards are placed under lock and key. On
the morning of the 8th the statistician
takes hold of these reports and goes over
them. he reports of the unimportans
crops are sent into another office, where the
average 1s worked out. No interests could
be atfected by the publication of this in-
formation, and so the same care is not ex-
ercised in guarding it. The reports of the
wheat, cotton and oats crops remain in the
hands of tha statistician and his assistant,
Mr. Boow. The reports of the State agenta,
also, are in Mr. Dodge’s hands for compari-
ton with the averages made up from the re-
porte of the county agenia
accuracy of these reports 18 frequent-
ly attested by the exXact agreement
of the figures of the Btate t with the
figuies made up in the departmént from the
reports of the county correspondents,

RECONCILING DIFFERENCES,

Where there is & difference, the statisti-
cian tries to roconcile it. Sometimes, how-
ever, there will be a material difference.
Thecorrespondents’sometimes become over-

exuberant and send in absurd estimates;
sometimes they go to the otherextreme and

allow persqual despondency to affeet their
judgment. Wherever & very striking dif-
ference appears the statistician looks over
the details of the reports, and, making a

comparison, changes the averages according

to his own judgment. Sometimes the tele-
. graph is broughtinto requisition to correct
‘'some error or make up some deficiency.
About 10 per cent, of the reports reach the
office too late for use, and if & number of
these should be from one seafion their
absence would create & gap, which wouid
have to be filled 1n some other way. As
Mr. Dodge over the reports from one
end to another he changes the figures here
sna there. and the tables are handed to Mr.
Snow, who, with the assistance of the ex-
pert caleulator, makes up a new set of
averages in accordance with these chauges.
This work is done on the Sth and 9th of the
month. On the nforning of the 10th this
work is completed, but not until the morn-
ing of the 10th are the final figares made
up. The cotton report is given out at noon
on the 10th; the fr.in report at 4 o'clock in
the afternoon of that day. Usaally, Mr.
Dodge knows the average condition of the
cotton crop more than an hour before the
time when the report is written. In
making up the last report he was not
able to fill in the final figures until
most of the report had been written. There
are about three hundred words in the re-
port as giveu out at noon, As Mr. Dodge
writes it, the expert caloulator puts it on
the cyelostyle, and within five minutes
after the last word is written, printed
copies are being run off from this repro-
docing machine, These are placed in en-
velopes, sealed and addre This work
is completed a few minutes before noon.
Mr. Snow takes the envelopes and goes
over to the office of the Secretary. In the
adjoining reom the telegraph operator is
sitting at his instrament. He1s in direct
communication with the Washington of-
fices of the Press Associations and with the
cotton and produce exchanges. A number
of messengers are waiting in the same room
té take copies of the report Lo certain news-
gapor offices and the offices of certain
rokers. Anyone ean obtain a copy of the

“ bulietin who will make application for it

and send a messenger to the department,
A copy of the report is taken to the Secre-
tary of Agriculture. He reads it and au-
thorizes the statistician to issue it. At al-
most exactly noon Mr. Snow steps from the
Secre 's office to the adjoining room and
hands the sealed envelopes containing the
bullenin to the messengers in waiting. The
telepraph operator receives a copy, tears it
open, and one minute after the Secretary
has put his seat of approval upon the re-
port, the telegraph iustrument is ticking it
off in the ofiices of the cotton and proauce
exchanges all over the country, and it is
being copied 1n several hundred newspa-
pver offices for use in early editions of afler-
noon papers.

This system of distribution makes it im-
possible for any one to have the advantage
of any one else in the distribution of this
news after it is given ont officially from
the department. A few years ago there
was no telegraph instrument in the depart-
ment, and there was always a scramble
among themessengers and others interested
to see who would first deliver the report at
the telegraph ofiices. At that time the
most im nt ipformation in‘the report
was .0 the summing up, near the end. A
great many brokers had agents in Wash-
Ingwn who sent messengers to the depart-
ment mounted on horses or bicycles, and
there was always a race for the telegraph
office. A broker with a private wire an-
ticipated the FPress Associations by clip-
ping the pummary at the end and sending
that tirst. It took some minutes for the
operators of the Press Associations to get
through the introduetory part of the re-
port and down to tlis important simmary.
These few minutes were of value lo the
broker or speculator, as they gave him an
opportunity to make at lenst a few deals in
auticipation of the official report. Now-
ad ays the summary is put in the first
sentence of the report and the introduction
18 0o longer an introduction.

A SYNDICATE'S SECRET.

About ten years ago s syndicate of
brokers puzzied the department and the
country by anticipating the repors some
ten minutes, in various parts of the ecoun-
try. The messenger who came from the
oftice of the agent of this syndicate was

watched and followed, but he

seemed to bate mno advantage over
asny one else, a8 he had to go

just as far up town with the report before
delivering it to the operator. At the end
of some s1x months a telegraph operator be-
trayed the sydaicate’s secret. There was a
wire streteched from their office in Wash-
ington to the office of a lumber compsay,
not far from the Agricultural Department.
The agent of the syndicate sent two mes-
-? érs to the department on the morning
of the 10th. The one made a great show of
hurrying to the ageunt’s office with the re-
port, while the other quietly™slipped into
the office of the lumber company, where
the operator was waiting to send the repors
out through the country. While a dozen
mmngan were racing sacross town to
reach the telegraph office, the bulletin was
oing out over the private wire of the syn-
icate fully five miautes in advance of its
delivery at the main telegraph oflice. Now
that there is & telegraph ce in the de-
partment the competition to obtain posses-
sion of the bulletin no longer exista, 1t
would be impossible to obtain any ad-
vantage jn distributing the news after it
as been given out officially. The ounly
the speculator could have to profit by
the report would be to obtain information
of 1ts contents in advance of its official
publication. To know anything of the re-
sult of the reports of the county agents
would” reqmire collusion on the part of at
least baif a dozen of the trusted employes
of thedegartment. Statistician Dodge and
his assistant, Mr. Snow, are above suspi-
cion, or they would not have been in the
Department of Agriculture for so many
years. The office .of “the atistician
might be burglarized, but ¢ at would
be productive of very unsatiffactory re-
sults, for the fi that are locked up by
Mr. Dodge on the of the 9th may
be altered very on the morning
of the 16th. So 1t is ty safe to assume
that the ramors of “what the erop report
will show” which fly“about the produce ex-
changes on the morning of the 10th of each
month are the ta of speculation and
are strictly for the benefit of speculators.

A great many efforts are made to influ.
ence the judgment of the statistician in
making up his report Letters sud tele.
grams come to hun almost every month,
most of them anonymous, 1ntended to influ-

ence him. On the morniag of June 10 M




