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Price of the ournal.
e

For some time past the ownersof the
Journal have been considering the propn.-
ety of reducing its price. This bas been
due in part to the general tendency in re-
cent years towards s reduction in the
prico of newspapers and in part to the de-
sire of very mauy friends of the Journal
that it should be placed within the reach
of a larger circle of readers. The sugges.
tion involved important business consider-
ations and was not to be acted on hasiily,
1t has, however, been carefully considered,
and the decision has been reached to make
s materia! reduction in the price of the
paper. From and after Oct. 1 the price of
the Daily Journal to all ite patrons, both
within and out of the ecity, will be

FiFTEEN CENTS PER WEEK,
with the Sunday 1ssue 5 cents additional.

In making this reduction the owners
of the Journal feel that they are main-
taining its longz establisbed reputation for
enterprise, liberality and progress. The
reduction of the price now abouz to
be made will be in some sense & generons
concession to the public, while its im-
wediate result to the owners of the
paper will be a inaterial reduction in
its revenunes. Itis hoped, of course, that
this reduction of revenue may in good time
be compensated by a largely increased
circulation, but that is the publishers’
risk. Meanwhile. patrons of the paper can
rest assured that the standard of the
Journal will not be lowered nor its char-
acter changed in any respect. It will con-
tinue to be, as it has long been, the leading
paper in Indiana and one of the best in the
country. 8o far from being cheapened in
character or quality there will be renewed
ellorts to keep it in the front rank of news-
papers.

The Journal ventures to hope that this
step will be approved by all 1ts old friends,
and will attract many new ones. It has
labored long and faitbfully for the up-
building of the city and State, and has en-
deavored to give its patrons full value re-
ceival for their support. Under the cir-
oumstances 1t feels free to ask not only
their continued support, but, as far as may
be, their active aid in makiog the new de-
parinre a snceess
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Tue funnicst thing that has been said
of late was the declaration of the mem-
ber of the silver syndicate ring to the
effect “pure philanthropy impelled him
to advocate free coinage.”

It will not do to assume that the at-
tempt of the men engaged in the scheme
to bear the gas properties has been de-
featedd Ly mere exposure. The Demo-
eratic Council ticket must be defeated.

THERE is not a li&'Dllblic;l-l in Indian-
apolis who can give dhything which ean
be mis’ “ten for a reason why he should
voto . o 1'e Sullivan combine, the gas
deal and wao dictation of the street-rail-
way magnate,

Uxness Manager Taggart coaxes abont
a thousand Demoerats who are mad at
the Sullivan combine to give up their
razors between this time and voting day
tho prefix of “ex” will be put before
Mayer Sullivan’s name.

Ir a Repablican Mayor and Council
had adopted the salary grab, what a
howl the Democratic papers wonld have
raised, and very rightly, too. Now they
are as dumb as the dead, and their
silence is not ereditable.

Tue improved money sitnation over
that of a year ago is indicated by the
fact that at present the reserve in the
New York banks is £13,000,000 in excess
of the legal requirement, whereas a year

ago it was 2300,000 below it:
O R ——— T —

T'ne value of our imports of merchan-
dise during the past four months was
§295,775,002, of which $£165,210,438, or 56.23
per cent., was on the free list. That is,
there 1s absolute free trade for more
than balf of the merchandise imported.

O Y e e

T ng silver bullion syndiatn, through
one of its representatives, deelares that
the advocates of free silver coinage pre-
fer the election of any other man to
Eenator Sherman in Ohio. For that rea-
son, every man who desires a sonnd cur-
reney should prefer the election of Sen-
ator Sherman to any other man.

T —— - A T A

I% a magaziee article on life in Arkan-
sas Octave Thanet endeavors to apolo-
gize for the lawlessness, crime and de-
plorable failares of justice in that State,
and sssures her readers that the out-
rages are irregalar and not the custom-
ary thing. “Really,” she says, “the law-

is largely an imported lawless-
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while the oceasional failure of jus-
tice is due to the costliness of ¢ nvie-
tions and the poverty of the State. This
was notoriously the case in the Clayton
tragedy. The murderers were known to
the grand jury, a member of which as-
sured me that only the utter bareness of
the State treasury prevented their con-
viction; but they had fled the State, and
the State was not rich enough to pursue
them.” Octave Thanet is evidently a
guileless and credulous person, and,
moreover, hardly strengthens her asser-
tion that public sentiment in Arkansas
favors justice by advancing the
grand juryman’s argument., If the
murderers were “‘known” it was the part
of the grand jury to indict them with-
oat regard to the condition of the State
treasury. That body should have done
its duty, and left the responsibility of
capture and conviction upon the proper
oflicials. If so strong a sentiment of
justice prevailed as the writer wishes
her readers to believe, it is possible that
funds could have been procured from
private sources to aid the State in clear-
ing itself from disgrace. As it is, the
stain still remains, and is likely to do so
while political influences are allowed to
dominate the courts.
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INEQUALITIES OF THE TAX LAW,

Returns under the new tax law are
sufficiently complete to indicate approx-
imately how much the increase of taxa-
tion will be and how it will be distrib-
uted. In 1890 the total wvaluation of
property in the State was 782,872,120,
while this year the total waluation, as
returned by the wvarious counties, is
$£941,721,211. This includes all the coun-
ties except Vanderburg, and shows an
increasec of §158,849,085. This will be
considerably increased by the final ac-
tion of the State board, and it is safe to
say that the total valuation this year will
be $160,000,000 more than that of last
year. The largest valuation ever
made before this was in 1874, when it
was $9564,867,475. That, however, was
at a time of inflated values and when
the State tax levy was only 5 cents.
Now the price of property is down to
bed-rock, and the State levy is 18 cents
on a largely increased valuation.

The law requires all property to be
returned for taxation at its full
true cash value. The increased valua-
tion this year is due not so
much to an actoal inocrease in the
value of property as to an increase in
the appraisement. Always heretofore
property has been appraised for taxation
much below its real value. This year it
i3 appraised at nearly its full value.
The law required this to be done every-
where, but the law was not uniformly
complied with, Theresultismany glar-
ing inequalities, some of which the State
board has corrected, while a larger num-
ber will go uncorrected. Thus injustice
will be done to tax-payers in counties
where the appraisement has been hon-
estly made, while those in other coun-
ties will profit by the incompetence or
dishonesty of assessors.

It is interesting to observe on what
class of property the increase of taxa-
tion will fall most heavily., The returns
show that the valuation of lands was
increased from $311,443,098 in 1890 to
$£433,287,687 in 1801, an increase of %121,-
844,504, The valuation of personal prop-
erty is mcreased from £231,170,256 in
1890 to $252,395,083, an increase of &21,-
224,927, It neceds but a glance at the
figures to sec that the increase in the
valuation of real estate is very much
larger in proportion than that on per-
sonal property. The brunt of the in
crensed taves wiil fall on lJand-owners—
that is to say, on farmers—who, besides
paying the principal part of the taxes ou
renl estate, also pay a good share of the
taxes on personal property., This was
doubtless the intention of the framers
of the law, who were evidently imbued
to some extent with the single land-tax
idea.

THE FALL OF BALIAE‘}.';DA.

The case of Balmaceda, the fagitive
President of Chili, furnishes another re-
markable illustration of that “vaunlting
ambition which o'erleaps itself.” Mod-
ern history does not furnish another in-
stance of fortunes more completely
wrecked or an honorable career more
completely blasted. For, up to the pres-
ent disastrous episode, Balmaceda's ca-
reer was honorable. Possessed of a
liberal education and talent for affairs,
he early became prominent in Chilian
politics. Celebrated and popular as a
political orator, he was also fortunate in
espousing the right side of several im-
portant reforms, After serving five con-
secutive termsin the Chilian Legislature,
he became in 1882 Minister of the ln-
terior and in 1584 Premier. In both of
these positions he rendered substantial
gervice to the country and became iden-
tified with valnable reforms. As Chilian
minister to Buenos Ayres he again ren-
dered his country great service and
added to his popularity. His clection as
President, in 1886, was the beginning of
the end of his career. Up to that time
there was not a blot upon it. In uddi-
tion to his honorable pnblic record, he
was universally esteemed as a man of
the highest honor and integrity, and re-
spected for his private virtues. He had
accumulated an ample fortune and was
surrounded by an interesting family.

Balmaceda’s downfall began when he
first entertained the idea of extending
and prolonging his power beyond the
limitations of the Constitution. The
early years of his administration as
President were honorable, prosperous
and popunlar. Its closiog years and the
closing years of his life might have been
equally so had he not attempted to pro-
loug his hold upon power regardiess of
the Constitution of his ecountry. Itis
quite likely his motives were good, and
that he had really at heart the estab-
lishment of what he deenied needed re-
forms and the welfare of Chili. But his
methods were arbitrary, illegal and un-
constitutional. ‘I'his led to epposition
and revolution, and, once embarked up-
on that course, there was nothing left
for him but to become virtually a die-
tator and tyrant. So easily and
so insensibly, almost, may a patriot
be transformed inte a public encmy.
Five years ago Balmaceda was the most
popular man in Chili, with asplendid
record behind him and spiendid oppor-
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before him. To-day, if alive, he isa
fugitive. His power gone, his fine ree-
ord obliterated, his puablic services
wiped out, his private fortune sacrificed,
his family broken up and he himself an
outlaw. If he escapea from Chili, which
is doubtful, there is nothing left for him
but poverty and exile in some foreign
country, and even there he will be pur-
sued by the execrations of the people
whom he once served so well and among
whom he was so deservedly popular.

Unholy ambition did it.
T I . B

“THE INSOLENCE OF OFFICE.”

That “insolence of office” which Ham-
let names among the evils of life con-
tinues to be illustrated at the sessions
of the Board of Public Works. It is,
next to ite failure to be a working board,
its most distinctive characteristic. The
citizen who goes there with & request,
unless he is the president of a street-
railway company or some equally potent
magnate, is fortunate if he is not
snubbed or otherwise treated with in-
civility or contempt, If a citizen makes
so bold as to urge a point in the pres-
ecce of the trimmvirate the leader at
once sets up to argue him down,
Wednesday afforded a fair sample of
the exercise of this “insolence of office.”
A petition appeared before the board,
signed by eighty-cight residents of Co-
lumbia avenue, Alvord and Yan-
des streets, setting forth that they
were without light of any deserip-
tion or protection against fire. The
number of petitioners was the sub-
jeet of remark, and indicated that a con-
siderable section of territory is without
the facilities to which its residents are
entitled. If the petitioners could not be
insured their rights at once, the board
might have caused them to be sent a
courteous notice of the reception of
their request, with a promise to look in-
to the matter and do the best for them
that it could. That would be the least
that a board whese members recognize
that they are the servants of the people
could have done. But this is not that
kind of a board. Its members take the
role of masters and dictators. There-
fore, when this petition was read, one
of the triumvirate flippantly observed,
“archives,” at which another laughed.
“Archives” seems to be the facetious
phrase indicating that a petition
which eighty-eight citizens showed an
earnest interest in by signing was to be
put in a pigeon hole from which it would
never come again, unless some rigner
of more than ordinary nerve, and who
has not yet learned to fear our dictators,
should be so impertinent as to call at-
tention to it, or the petitioners should
go to the expense of employinga lawyer
to present their case to the board.

Such is a fair sample of the ““insolence
of office” displayed at nearly every ses-
gion of the Board of Public Works. It
iias come to be a matter of current com-
ment among the people. Citizens ask,
if such insolence is the rule pending an
election, what may we not expect shounld
the Sullivan regime be continued. No
wounder that a Demoerat who had been
an observer of this insolence and of the
drift of affaire, said, recently, to a Re-
publican that “with the_ street-railway
president selected because of his infln-
ence over the Suilivan combine, with
the power of gas rings on the side of the
combine, and a demoralized Doard of
Public Safety one must puat off’ his De-
mocracy in this election and vote tosave
the city from bossism.”

IN his address, yesterday, Hon, J. M.
Langston fully vindicated the present
administration from the charge of bav-
ing ignored orneglected the colored race
in the matter of ofiicial patronage. He
presented a list showing that there are
in the government service at present
2,303 colored persons, drawing annnal
salaries amounting to $1,370,623. The
offices held by them range from messen-
gerships to foreign ministers. Never
before has the colored race had anything
to approach this amount of official recog-
nition,

Another interesting point brought out
by Mr. Langston is that the civil-service
law has completely obliterated the color
linein departmental appointments., Ne-
groes who can pass the examinations get
places, and, he added, “itis a fact that
of all those who pass examinations in
the Southern States 25 per cent. are ne-
groes.” Thisis an argument in favor of
the civil-service law, and is also highly
creditable to the eolored people.

AR AT W AL S s

It is highly probable that Mr. Patrick
Egan, our minister to Chili, will be re-
called, and that he onght to be. There
is reason to believe that his reports to
the State Department in regard to the
progress and probable outcome of the
recent war were very unsatisfactory
and misleading. It 1s also stated on ap-
parently good authority that he has
been so conspicuons and demonstrative
in his pupport of Balmaceda as to make
himself very obnoxious to the Congres-
sional party. If that is the case his
usefuiness as a minister is, of course, at
an end, and the sooner he 18 recalled the
better. It is going to take good diplo-
macy on the part of the Unitod States
to estabiish really f{riendly relations
with the new government of Chili, and

it will require a minister who is persona
grata.

“Tais board has a reput:tion agninst |

gravel streets, and I am willing that it
should preserve it and hand it down to
posterity.” This is what a member of
the Board of Public Works said in open
gession, in response to an application to
improve with gravel an alley between
Fifth and Seventh streets, The remark
wase accepted by the board as conclusive
of the case, and the petition for the im-
provement was pigeon-holed. Nodoubt
asphalt is vaatly better than gravel, but
gravel is vastly better than nothing.
Putting asphalt in out-of-the-way al-
leys would be like laying velvet carpet

on a stable floor—very beautiful, but |
| very extravagant and foolish.

Tue Mc(‘m-xiculuy controversy in
regard to Mr. Lincoln’s attitude towarda
the vice-presidential question in 1864 is
revived and at the same time settled by
Mr. Ward Lamen,
marshal of the Distriet of Columbia
under Lincoln, who says positively that
Lincoln favored the nomination of An-
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mon carried with him to the convention
but did not use, because it was not nec-
essary. The letter, Lamon says, was
afterwards returned to Mr. Lincoln at
his request.

C—

A Mass-MEETING held in New York,
under the auspices of the Socialist Labor
party, adopted a resolation deeclaring
that “the collapse of the Taylor Build-
ing in Park place is traceable to the
greed of the owner, the cruelty of cap-
italists and to the eriminal connivance
of public officials, beginning with the
Tammany Mayor and ending with the
Department of Inspection of Buildings.”
To be consistent, then, the Socialist
Laber people ought to vote against
Tammany, but they do not.

e S T

Thre publication of the Canadian cen-
sus returns, showing a very small in-
crease of population during the last
decade, is having a very disappointing
effect among the people, and is likely to
give fresh impetus to the advocates of
annexation to the United States. The
finger of fate is pointing very steadily
in that direction now, and if we remain
quict and keep hands off the Canadian
apple will surely fall into our lap before
many years. The law of gravitation
makes that inevitable. '

A pispaTcH from Washington says it
is understood there, though not yet offi-
cially announced, that a reciprocity ar-
rangement has been made between the
United States and Germany by which,
in return for the free admission by us of
German beet sugar, Germany is to re-
move the interdict on American pork.
If this is true it will prove another
feathe: in the cap of this administra-
tion and an important achievement for
American interests.

WhEN the subject of pensions for dis-
abled and superannuated clerks was
proposed by the Postmaster-general a
number of editors went into the air, and
have not yet so far recovered their
equilibrium as to ascertain that the pen-
sion fund was to Le derived from anp
assessment upon the salaries of clerks.
As it now is scores of worn-out men are
allowed to draw more than pensions as
the occupants of places which they are
unable to fill.

IR, SR e T
Tne Journal believes with the St.
Louis Globe-Democrat that it isas much
the duty of the State to furnish children
text-books as schools, but it insists that
the school-books shsll be the best. The

excessive and nunnecessary amount of
money which will be collected as school

fund on the new valuation would pay
for all the free school-books the State

would necd above the usual amount de-
voted to the support of schools.

A rrivaTe dispatch by way of the
City of Mexico says that Balmaceda is
safely on board a Chilian steamer bound
for San Francisco or possibly for a Mex-
ican port. It is intimated that the vessel
will probably be pursued by insurgent
warships. If thisistruethere may bean-
other ocean race as close and exciting as

the pursuit of the Itata.
m

No paper ever gave President Harri-
son so great credit for timely and ef-
fective action as did the hostile New
York Evening News wken it said that
his Albany speech promising to veto a
free-coinage bill, should it come to him,
turned the business tide in the country
and is bringing finaneial prosperity.,

IT was the reciprocity clause of the
tariff regarding sugar which really led
the German government to treat Ameri-
can pork products fairly. And yet one
William D. Bynum has recently taken
several columns of a friendly newspaper
to declare that Republican reciprocity is

of no possible account.
T e —— N St

KANsAs has a new law providing a wheel-
of-fortune method for drawing jorymen.
According to the plan, which has just gone
into operation, the county clerk prepares a
list of the legal jurors of the county, and
has their names written on separate strips
of card-board about the size of an ordinary
visiting card. When a jury is to be called
the judge of the court places all these
slips, numbering usually many thousaunds,
in a wheel resembling those used in lottery
drawings. He gives it a few vigorous
turus to mix the slips. and thirty-six alips
are drawn, one by one, and the names
calied off as jurymen for the succeeding
term. These names are not put back dur-
ing the year, the intention being that a
man shall be required to serve but once.
The system promises to work satistactorily,
and to provide ellectually against some of
the abuses that prevail in the impanel-

ment of juries,
st O ——

A FEW dsays age the report was circu-
Iated that Mre. Palmer, of the world’a fair
board of lady managers, had selected a
man to succeed Pheebe Couzins as secre-
tary. After all tho talk abont the oppor-
tunity afforded by the appointment of this
board for women to show their capacity
and ability to transact busipess thisse-
leetion seemed strauge, The only explana-
tion that snggested itself was the possibil-
ity that the ladies of the board wanted a
man for the place in order that they could
boss him and make him figure as an object
lesson showing the inferiority of his sex.
It now turns ont that the report was un-
founded, and the appointment of Mrs. Cook,
Miss Couzins's successor, will cause the un-
vielding advocates of woman's right to do
everything and hold all the oftices to heave
asigh of relief and satisfaction—all of them,
that is to say, exoept Phabe.

e e

AFTER & few more variegated accounta of
the way in which Prince Rudolph died the
public will be prepared to hear that he
never died at all, but is living 1n retire-
ment for his health.

P R—

SoMERODY remarks that Minister Egan,
of Chili, isin the unfortunate position of
the man who has “backed the wrong hoss”
—@& comparison that seems to cover the

case exactly.

WHATEVER Minister Egan's relations
with Balmaceda have been, he is now un-
doubted!y in accord with that worthy in
thinking that these be Chili days.

|

JUDGING from the series of {atalities that
attend the people who go wp into the sky
in air-ships, the fool-killer appears to be
traveling by Lalloon this year.

AN exchange wants (o know why Col,

| Elliot Shepard does not endeavor to first

reform Sabbath-breaking Chicago before

. npdertaking to close the world's fair on
| Sunday.

The reuson is obvions. The
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tion, but he bopes to protect the rest ot the
world from contamination and ipjury by
compelling it to observe Sunday while it
sojourns in that wicked quarter.

—————

BALMACEDA succeaded in igetting out of
Chili without so much as meeting a news-
paper man. At all events he seems to have

“‘authorized” no interviews.
_— e ————— — ——
To the Editor of the Indanapolis Journal;

What is the difference between the Alllance and
People's ticket iu the late Kentucky election!
How many, and give nawmes of, candidates for
Governor in the recent election in Kentucky?
How many candidates did each of the parties
elect in the late Kentueky election to the Lexis-
lature! LoT.

There 18 no Alliance party, as the consti-
tation of the Farmers’ Alliance declares
that 1t shall not be made a political party.
The People’s party is the party of men who
came to the front under the asuspices of the
Allhance, and they are trying to organize
the new party mainly on the platform of
the Aliiance adopted at Ocala, Fla., last
winter. There were four candidates for
Governor in Kentucky, namely: John
Young Brown, Democrat; A. T. Ward, Re-
publican; Josiah Harris, Prohibition; 8. B.
Euvin, People’s. Senate: Republioans, 9;
Democrats, 28; People's, 1. House: Repub-
licans, 16; Democrats, 75; People's, 11. The
People’'s members were elected by the
fusioun of all opposed to the regular Demo-
eratic candidates.

e e e R

BUBBLES IN THE AIR

—_— ——

The Citizen and His Duty.
“What do you think of this iden that suicide is
sometimes permissiblel”
“It may do for women,” roplied the candidate,
“but for & man—a man with a vote—never!”

Squelched.
“Seoe the pretty doggles!” said the mew nurse,
“While I admit the many immuaeculately noble
qualities of the canine race,” replled the Boston
baby, “yet I must beg leave to protest against
your use of the endearing diminutive. It savors
of a mawkish and worbid sentimentality.”

Unconsidered Trifins.
Itis a New England man who swallows live
frogs at $1 a swallow. Out this way people pre-
fer to awallow their hops in hquid form.

If the man with a pull ever tackles Senator
Peffer’s chief element of greatness—!

The oyster joke has now broken out of its shell,

It is not at all likely that Almy, the girl-slayer,
whom the citizens of Hanover, N. H., abstalned
from lynching, will escape a legal hanging. But
if he should — Shelbyville wounld be trying to
annex Indlanapolis as a suburb of minor im-
portance.

The fatalist is not confined to the Orient,
though the unloaded gun, the condemned build-
ing and the parachute are all doing their best to
eliminate him from Westera civilization,

—

That the ears of humanity are growing larger
and their jaws growing less is but another illus-
tration of the survival of the fittest. The man
who keeps his ears open and his mouth shutis
coming to the front.

Balmaceda is probably wishing for the balm o'
Gilead about now, -

Pretty lasses and pancake hats form n sweetly
harmonious combluation.

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.

—— ——————
IT is the unanimons testimony of travel-

ers that Port Said is the wickedest small
city in the worlid. Outcasts of Europe,
Asia and Afrnica harbor there,

Miss FrRaxces E. WiLLarD has canceled

a number of engagements for this antumn,
in New England, Peunnsylvania and lowa,
owing to her mother’s ill health.

A NFW stringed instrament, called the
‘“‘violetta,” has been invented by Alfred
Stelzner. The instrument has a compass
between that of a viola and a violoneello,
and Joachim has bought one for quartet
use,

Miss MiLpreD HowrLLs, the only daugh-
ter of W. D. Howells, the novelist, will be

amopg the New York debutantes this win-
ter. She is a tall, graceful girl, with brown
hair and eyes, and sweet, auafiected man-
ners.

ArcHnpISHOP KENRICK, of St. Louis, is as
fond of taking long walks as Cardinal Gib-
bons is. He never enters a street car, but
as a resnlt of his frequent jaunts aboat the
city on foot pearly everybody in St. Louis
knows him by sight.

Tuomas Hvucurs, of “Tom Brown's
Schouol Days” fame, is a fairly successfal
lawyer, with a practice that brings him in
about £600 a year. But he has a small pri-
vate fortune, which probably accounts fur
his not exerting himself more at the bar.

JOHN MACKAY, though one of the wealth-
iest of the Pacific coast millionaires, is a
man of very simple tastes. He is always
well dressed, but never dilplaﬁs any jewel-
ry, not even a watch-chain, e is a plain
eater, preferring & sirloin steak toa can-
vas-back duck, and is very abstemions in
dringing, even when entertaining company.

Mnrs. LoGgax still dresses in the most
sombre black. The only time she has
omitted it was at a White House dinner,
when she appeared in lavender faille, a
very becoming ecostume. She still wears

her mourning veil and widow's cap, and at
her throat 18 o bLig, old-fashioned brooch

containing a pictare of General Logan.
Joux B. Gougu’'s beautiful raral home,
“Hillside,” near Worcester, oo which he

spent §200,000 and a vast amount of taste
and labor, has now been sold by his execu-
tor for much leas than the sum bere men-
tioned. His heirs, Mrs. Gough’s nieces, the
Misses Whitcomb, will give possession in
November. They retain most of the furni-
ture and the library.

«MymE. DE CuHARETTE, who goes by the

name of “Marie” in the Comte De Paris’s
family, is the danghter of Col. A. T. Polk,

of Nashville, Tenn., and the grandchild of
Bishop Polk, who fell in battie during the
rebeilion, She is a very charming and
beautiful woman, universally beloved, and
has proved herself in every way litted to
become the successor of she General's tirst
wife, a daaghter of the Duke of Fitzjames.

ANTOINETTE STERLING, the well-known
contralto, who used to sing in oratorio here
and in England, and who has lately joined

the Quakers, created an untsnal sensation
at a meeting at Legtonstone. After the
meeting bad sat fora long time without the
spirit moving any one tospeak, Mme. Sterl-
ing got up and sang “Rest in the Lord.”
withount interraption. Afterward one of
the elders approached ber and said: “Thee
kpowest, sister, that it 18 against the rules,
but :f the Lord telleth thee tosiig, thee
must.”

“I1 is best,” says a Toledo physician, “‘to
ride up in an elevator, and, when coming
down, to take the stairs. Like going up
bill, walking up stairs is hard work and
sometimes risky. eapecially for people with
weak lungea. defective respiratory organs or
heart disease. But going down stairs burts
nobody, bat is good exercise; going down
on a brisk ron is really a d thing—it
shakes up the anatomy without incarring
the danger of physical over-exertion; this
shaking up is good for one's internal
mechanisio, which it accelorates, especially

the liver, the kidneys and the blood ecir-
culation.”

DueTROIT loses & notable woman by the
death of “Auvnt” Emily Ward, a few days

ago. She was the daugliter of a Baptist
clergyman, and was born near Syracuse,
but she was only a child when the family

removed to Detroit. While yet only ten
vears old
showed toward the helplesa. While ber
vessel-owner of Detroit, was acetunalating
a fortnne, she was hunting up and caring
for wails and orphans and starting them in
lite. Some of these are now prowinent in
affairs and men of wealth.
son was oue of her proteges,
e - -
Of Course He Is,

- —

Atchison Giobe.

There is 8 poor man in Atchison who says
ha has no desire to be rich. He isalso a
1aT.

she was dobbed “Aunt Emily,” |
L on account of the fostering wpirit she

Dou M. Dickin- |
| ETail o cept.

- Jaw tuxes farmors’ debts fwice,
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BANKERS AND THETAX LAW

Importance to Farmers and All Citizens
of the Question Raised by the Former.

——

Ridiculous Contras:s Presented Under the
Operation of the Tax System,and Overtax-
ation of Agricaitural Interests,

— e ——

To the Editor of the Imlmapapols Journai

The present difliculiy between the State |

Board of Tax Commissioners and the banks
is far more important to all citizens than
one would at first suppose. The chiefl gques-
tion involved is whether tax eflicers have
the right to examine a man's boolks or go
through his house or business place to
ascertain the quantity and value of Lis tax-
able property. If they can inspect the
books of bankers they cannspect any busi-
ness books, or papers, or personal property
whenever they have reason to suspect that
any personal property 18 being withbeld
from the tax list. The Constitution guaran-
tees the right of the people to be secure in
their versons, houses, papers and efiects
against unreasonable searches and sei1zures,
Whether the nght of a taxing officer to
make the kind of investigation mentioned
18 unreasonalle is the issue at law, No at-
tempt will be made here to consider the
merits of this question. What 1s proposed
is to observe the great need of this power
of investigation and the far-reaching eflects
of a decision against its constitationality,
In this dispute 18 involved the right of
equal and just taxation and the power of
enioreing it. If the banks win all hopes of
securing just and equal taxation must be

practically abandoned, This will appear
after a consideration of the systems of tax-
ation, because no one that is practicable is
free from evasion by dishonest persons,
Let us examine our system, called by econ-
omist “‘the general property tax.”

For a long time the political economists
and others have waged arelentless warfare
against the system of taxing general prop-
erty. They claim thas it is the worst sys-
tem of taxation in the world, for five
reasons. These objections are inequality
in assessments, failure to reach personal
property, incentives to dishonesty, that the
amount of personalty shrinks as the levy
is increased, and double taxation. The last
objection is not inherent in the system, for
a proper law will provide against double
taxation. Juequality in assessment is an
inherent defect, but can be practically de-
stroyed by the election of good assessors
and equalization boards. The other three
objections are due to the dishoneaty of citi-
zens touching the assessment of personal

roperty, due to the evasion of law or the

ailure to enforce it.

PERSONAL PROPERTY ESCAPES TAXATION,

Personal property escapes taxation, but
real estate does not. Therefore the farmers
and other land-owners not only pay the
bulk of the taxes, but pay very much more
than their proportional share, while own-
ers of personalty escape their portion of
the burden by perjury, wisrepresentation

or concealment. This is a painfully severe
charge againt the loyalty and wveracity of
our citizens, but itisafact known to every-
body. The Haytian thinks it is not wrang
to be treasonable, forit iscommon in Hayt,
80 here men smile at dishouest efforts to
escape taxation, Ly

In examining the tax hists of cities and
States we find the real-estate assessment
has everywhereincreased each year, step by
stenp with the growth of population, while
the valne of personal property has di-
minished and tinctuated ridiculously. In
Ohio the personalty was $03,000,000 less in
1879 than in 1875, ‘T'his decrease wasnotdue
to the depreciation of paper money aud
pricesabont that time, forreal estatedid not
take a backward step, bat increased in val-
uation, whereas the deprpcia!i‘o:_: of money
would affect all prices alike. This is shown,
too, by the fact that from 1553 to 1584 there
was o decrease in personzlty of 314,000,000,
and to 185 over 232,000,000, In Boston there
was a decreass of £21,000.000 from 15%] to
1885, and of £55,000,000, or que-fifth of the
whole personal property, from 1574 to 1555, In
Cincinuati real estate, in 1565, was 368,000,000,
afnd 1ncreased regularly to $129,000,000 in
1836; in 1868 the personalty was also
65,000,000, bLut it gradually shrunk to
§42,000,000 in 1886, Thus the two were
eynal in 1868, while in 1830 the personalty
was ouly one-third as much as the real
estate, and not two-thirds its forwer value,
et the population had nearly doubled.

rovidence, K. 1., had the samne experience.
In Connecticut money at interest decreased
from nearly 814,000,000, in 1864, to §7,000,000
in 1885, In California versonal property
decreased from $220,000,000, in 1872, to
£164,000,000 in 1887, that is 856,000,000, while
land nearly doubled. Inlllinois personaity
paid only one-fifth of the tax in 18+% and
in Chicago one-seventh. In New York per-
sonal property decreased £106.000,000, or
one-fourth from 1871 to 1888, and in 1853
paid only one-tenth of the tax. Twotowns
of apparently eqnal wealth, in New York,
roturned §5.000 and _§700,000, respectively,
on personalty. In a New Jersey county, in
1887, the land was assessed at §272,232 and
the personal property at $501,

RIDICULOUS CONTRASTS,

These figures are ridiculons in the face of
the fact that in these days personal prop-
erty, as defined by the tax laws, far ex-
ceeds real estatein value in all the older
States. Even in tbe Territory of Washing-
ton, on the far western slope, where the
people are mainly agricultural, the anditor
in 1857 said that if atrue valuationcould

be reached, itis “clear and incontestable
that the wealth of the Territory in persnonal
property, for the purposes of taxation,
would largely predominate over that of
real cstate.” He is supported in this by
the Auditorof lowa 1n 1851 and the Con-

troller of Idaho in 1588,
Another uniortunate condition of the

farmer 1n regard to thismatter is that not
only is his land unable 1o escape taxation,
but his personaliy cannot, }His personal
property is of such a nature, usually, that
the nssessor can ses it without trouble and
value it at its worth, The farmer's name,
too, is always on the tax-list, because Le
owns land, so that tho oflicer misses noune,
Econowmists often claim that in many places
assessors do not look for personaity unless
tke name is on the land list. This is not
guite true 1n [ndiana, but is elsewhere.
Tonching the facts foregoing there isa
greats abundance of attirmative evidence
from State tax officers, assessors and State
boards, who have had actual practical ex-
perience in the operation of the property
tax law. They are uniform in sapport of
the defects I have stated. I will give the
opinion of thoe State assessors 1 New
York, for a few years, on the general pron-
erty tax: “A more unegual. unjnst and
partial system for taxation conid not well
be devised.” * * ° *“The defncts of our

gy stem are too glaring and opirate too op- |

pressively to be louger tolerated.”

“I'Le burdens are so beavy aud the inequal-
itics 80 gross as almost to paralyze and dis-
heartsn the people.”™ - *““The system
i1s a farce, sham and humbuag.” -
“The prescnt resalt is a travesty upon our
taxing system, which aims to be equal and
just.” * = * *The general property tax
18 a reproach to the Staie. an outrage npon
the peoplo, a disgrace to the civilization of
the mneteenth century and worthy only of
an ace of mental and wora! darkness aud
degralation. when the ounly equal rights
were thuse of the equal robber.”

OVERTAXATION OF FARMYES,
This overtaxing of the farmers is agreater

evil than the overfaxation ol most other
classcs of tax-payers, lor they cannot sniig

any of the burden. The capitalis: shifts

Lie taxes on his debror by inereasing inter- |
| New York Prosd

est. The city real-estate-owner can shift

Lis taxes on his tenant by increasing rents. |

The manufacturer inereases his schodntie of
prices with an inerease of taxex. | he mer-

, : ' 3 . | ehiant iidds all sxpensa itews tothooriginal
brother, Eber Hroek Ward, the millionaire |

cost of his goods 1n markiug them, ltut the

| farmer has nobody under him, and he ean-
! mot control the prices of furn prodncts in

the least. He must tako the prices as they
come, snd to inerease his rax ten fimes in
Indiznis would meot increase the price of
It woula only bankrupt the
lariner,

Vor these reasons, and the fact that our
the opery-
tion of the wpresent systemn of taxstion 18
disastrous to the farmers, /
it, and have loudly complained of the in-

' is good: what he omits to say is better.

| erly kindness.

' he 1w
| United St

Lhey all know |
ot his recont brainy addresses,
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nstics llo-.. ey 5
‘olumbia College, & theroag!
taxation, ns-s this language;
The weight ol t
er Inthe rural dhuso‘!uht.a ?ﬁ? mmu ..rt:.“m
rsonalty, which is genetsily visible and tangl-

e, Lo the reality, and buposes the tax on bot

We bear a great deal nh?u?t Lhe decline n.: tnr::
ing land. Bnt oue of its wain canses has been
aingularly overlooked. Itis the overburdening
of the agriculiarist by the generasl property tax.
The farmer bears not only his share, Lot also
that of other clssses of mociety. * * * It is no

wonder that the small (armers ory oot in the'r
desperation for the equal enforcement of the
laws taxing personalty,

The State Aaditor of lowa says that “the
class of properiy that escaprs taxsation
most is the class of proverty that pays the
largest dividends.” The Auditor of Ken-
tucky sayvs, “the property of the small
owner as a vale 1s valved by a lar
higher standard than that ‘ot bas
wealthy neighbora” The State assessors
of New Yoirk sav: “In every portion of
the State we find the most unprednctive
property, and that of the lowest real valne
assessed at the highest ratiwo. The rule
holds good that those who bave to battle
bardest with lite for subsistence are com-
pel!'ed to pay the most onerouns taxes on the
real value of their properiy.” Thisopin.
10n is concurred in by the West Virginia
Fax Commissioners. the Controller of Ten-
pessee, and others, The result of the whele
thing secms to accord with Walpole's ad-
vice, Lthat it is safer to tax land than per.
sonal estate, becanse “landed gentiemen
are like the tocks upon their plains who
suller themsclves to be shorn without re.
sistance; whereas, the trading part of the
nation resembles the boar, who will not
sulfer a bristle to be plucked from bis back
without makieg the whole parish to echo
with his complaints.”

Ali this troubls and injustico arises from
the failure to reach and faliy asseas per-
sonal property. The economists advise us
to abolish the whole system of property tax
in order to remedy the evil. They clamor
for a tax on net income as the panacea;
make every one be taxed according to his
ability to pay. [ shall not hers suggest the
defects of such a system, Saffice it to say
that in the face of.snuch a tax ner incomes
wonid vanish; they wouid be ficured and
lied out o! existence, The State would soon
have nothing to tax sud would bankrupt
the first year. There is no danger of any
State relyng solely on the net income tax,
and 1t 18 idle to talk about it. It would be
made unjust in its results as well as a tax
based on gross incoie. But net incomes
would be fully as ditficult to assess as per-
sonsal property. I nm satisfied, after exam-
ining all the tax systems emploved in the
States and Europe, that the best tax law
will ot adopt one hard and fast rule, but
will draw from all systems, as their apoli.
cation is demanded by the peculiar char.
acter of different persons and corpoerationg
and their property; that it will b» a compos-
ite system, so as 1n the best practical way to
make everybody and sll property pay a
proportional tax,

NEED OF POWER TO REACH PERSONALTY,

But whatever eystem be adopted, in any
case, there ismore or less chance for some
persons and property to escape taxation,
Therefore, no tax will be just and equal
unless the assessing ollicers be armed with
enough power to reach all persons and

property. Our law attempts to do this. It
authorizes the taxingoflicer, “for the pur-
pose of properly listing and assessing prop-
erty for taxation and vqualizing taxes, to
inspect and examine publiec records and the
books and papers of corporations and tax-
payers.” It provides for other means of
getting information, and, awmong others,
banks are raquired to show their books
Without the eunforcement of these pro-
visions there cannot be justice and equnality
in taxation, bnt the honest must earry the
burden of the dishonest, Some officers are
endesvoring to enforce this law, to fortify
the general property tax atits weak point;
and right there is where the bankers have
attacked 1t. They say that the United
States Constitaution forbids the taxing ofil-
cers doing the only thing that can make
any system of taxation eqnal and just; that
such a thing is an unreasonable search.

Tne outcome of the contest will be
watched with interest by the economist
and the farmer. The former will consider
it a final test of the old-fashioned tax sye-
tem; the Ilatter a contest between justice
and injustice, Ilow the courts will look at
it cannot well be foretold. What is or 18
pot reasonable is & matter of opiuion. But
there is one curious fact 11 this connection,
It is not nnreasonable search for tax of.
ficers to go through the trunk of a lady or
gentleman returming from Europe. There
are many 1ostavces of them reguiring
ladies to disrcbe partially to search for
smuggled goods, ey have goue through
my picnic dinner basket, It is not une
reasonable search for thom to inspect every
kind of goods, test their quality and de-
mand all papers relating to those goods for
examination. All this is to enioree a tax,
to learn what taxalle personalty one bhas
and what it is worth, and it 18 not un.
reasonable, althongh the United States
taxing officers arc subject to the Constitu.
tion as well as State oflicers.

V. H. Locewoon,
INDIANATOLIS, Bept. 1.
_—— ———; e
The Works Coming to Ameriea,

Maonfacturers® Record.

How it must bave grieved the Learts of
the free-trade editors of this conntry to be
compelied to pubLlish in their Associated
Press news last Monday the {ollowing dis-
patch fromn London:

Commoercial ecircles are agitated by the an-
nouncement that the large firmu of Leyston &
Bons hnve abandoned their old-tine location at
Tipton and Tividale and are about to ersct tin-
works in the United States. The construction of
an American plant is sald te have aiready been
begun uoder the personal aupervision of Mr.
Leyston, sr., wbo has surceeded In obtaining the
Awmerican rights in valnable patents for tinning
sheets, This is regarded by many a8 the begin-
ning of a general movement of the tip-plate
and allied induostries from Great Britaio to
America as a result of the new American tanff
on tin-plates,

Every day adds to the certainty that this
country is going to Lnild up & great tin.
piate business, which will give employment
to many thousands of hands and keep at
home the £25.000,000 or £30,000,000 that we
have been annually sending abroad for tin-
plate,

B e
Politics and Politics,
Washington Post.

It will not do to declare that farming and
polities cannot be successfnlly combined,
or that a farmer will not make a good poli-
tician or good legislator. It i= as consistent
for a farmer to go into polities as for the
follower of any other ocoupation, and it 1s
not unreasonable for any Ameriean citizen,
no matter what his occapation might be, to
take an interest in publicaffairs. But there
is a vast difierence between this gnd the
sudden coaversion of lite-long politieal
hangers-on to the canse of agriculture.
‘Uhere is a strong odor of hyooverisy about
the whole business, and the pelitician who
refrains from attempting the easily pene-
trated disguise is the wise politician,
BN

Unilyiag the People,
Philade!phia Press.

President Harrison, in what may be
called bis road-sids chats, has proved him-
self again to be very happy. What he says
He
savs more in ten lines than almost any
other man could say in a column. The
country should be proud that we have such
a Learty, sensible and honest President.
He is cdocating the Nation by precept and
examyje in patriotism, manhood and broth-
He is unifying the people
rapidiy. Such a summer as he bas spent is
extremely valnable to the Nation at large
as well as to the Nation's bead.

- -
Nothing to Fear,
Pitisburg Chronlele.-Teiegraph.

The Republican party has nothing to fear
from a tull investigarion of the operation
of a protective tarifl, and the thureoagh
siudy of the subject may give Senator Car-
lisle Lhimself somae information he dors not
already possess, or even enrole him to de-
dneco principles from ascertained facts
which shali convert him from the error of
his free-trade ways,

B e ——
The Most Prosperous on Earth,

m—————

It is not well to gloat over the misfor.
tnnes of others, but what American, whe
glances nround at the conddition of the rest
of the waorld, ecan belp being grateful that
an Amercan’ The people of the
les are the most prosperous on

earth. indged by any staudard you chooss

I of what constituies prospert;,

. —pew— -
Loss of One Donovralle Argument

Freston, (N, 4.0 Gazelic

The “grandfather's hat” shrank almost
ont of sivht nnder the chlieer of President
Harr pun s remnsikabile speoches oanrlyv this
anminer. and has now entirely disappeared
from Amoriean ‘pnli[icg under the inl‘mu
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