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SPECIAL SALE

OF

PIANOS :- AND = ORGANS

At greatly reduced prices until Januaryl. The largest stock in the city to select from.
Twenty-five years of experience has enabled us to select only such makes that we know are
reliable, musical and durable, and recognized as the best in the eountry.

We will Sell you for $225

TeErRMs—$25 cash and $7 per month, or $15 cash and $8 each month, or £10
cash and %10 each month, a beautiful UPRIGHT PIANO, containing all mod-

ern improvements, that you could not duplicate elsewhere for less than $300,

will Sell you for S

Tervs—$25 cash and $8 each month, or $15 cash and %9 each month, a beauti-
ful CABINET GRAND UPRIGHT PIANO, containing all modern improve-

ments, that could not be purchased elsewere for less than $350.

FOR $320

TerMs—&25 cash and $10 each month, we offer a beautiful UPRIGHT GRAND
PIANO, case in Circassian walnut, mahogany and ebony, with solid hand-
carved or engraved panels, with double repeating action, and all the latest im-
provements, in fact, a first-class Piano that could not be had elsewhere for less

than $400.

In our ORGAN DEPARTMENT we are offering beautiful new Organs at $55, $65,
875 to $100. TeruMs—%$10 cash and $5 each month. Some at $5 cash and $4 each month.
Qur reduced prices will save you from $10 to $25 on each instrument.

If you intend buying either PIANO or ORGAN for Christmas, don’t wait until the
last day, but come now and make your selection, and have it set aside, while-the stock is

yet full and complete.

PEARSON'S MUSIC HOUSE

-

o ——

= 82 and 84 North Pennsylvania Street.

—FINE PIANO TUNING—SQUARES, $2, UPRIGHTS, $2.30. Work guaranteed—

A FEW

ONY X PEDESTALS

TABLES AND CABINETS, LEFT.

Just the Things for a XMAS GIFT.

Some handsome JARDINIERES, with or without Pedestals.
Vestibule Seats and MANTEL ORNAMENTS, choice pieces.

— SEE OUR BEAUTIFUL DESIGNS IN —

. SOLID SILVER ..

An Immense Variety in SPOONS—all sizes.
" OPERA-GLASSES (our own importation), with handles to match.

CHARLES MAYER & CO

29 and 31 West Washington St.
I . _

THE HOME GUARD

“Look out there! You'll bo shot! I'm asoger now,” says the happy boy in our
newest and best Christmas panel.
The title, a decidedly appropriate one,

“THE HOME GUARD.,”

Tells half the story. Clristmas has come and brought with *it joy to probably
every ooe, but certainly, jodzing by the happy face, to the youthful three-year-
old sor: and heir. Santa Claus has brought him toy gun, bugle, sword, drum. cap
and vniform, and dressed in all his toys he seems to be the happiest little *“Home
Guard” in all the land. Every home blessed with little tots is the scene, every
Christmas morning, of just such a picture as our artist has painted and entitled

“THE HOME GUARD.”

The Great Atantic and Paec Tea. Company,

20 West Washington St.

e ————li et

164 Fast Washington St

(CELW AINE-RICHARDS 0

Wrought-lron Pipe, Gas, Steam and Water Goods

TerLernoNe 753, 62 & 64 West Marvland St.

“M, & D.” WROUGHT STEEL RANGES
l 17 = for ( :I.‘:.% ¥ “. d. Pl‘i 4
e v v o T W ponoae_trvm 840w, WA

more, and it will last 2 lifetime? T am selling BASE BURNERS at VERY
Low Prices. When in wantof a heating stove call on me.

WOOD AND SLATE MANTELS.

WM. 1. BENNET]. @S South Meridian Street.

FOUNDRY COKLE,
STEAM COAL.

CAR LOTS A SPECIALTY.

P —————————

W. G. WASSON & (O,
lsomh\:DL\NA AVE

BEST
BUSIEST
BIGGEST

CAPITOL LAUNDRY.

ACGENCIES LOOK FOR
vearwhERE Phone 1089. J00% X%

ART EMPORIUM

Telephone No. 500,

HOLIDAY PRESENTS

THE H. ILIEBER CO.,
83 South Meridian St.

SIX PER CENT MONEY
In sums of not less than $1,000,
on Indianapolis improved prop-
erty. DBorrower has the privi-

lege of prepaying loan in whole
orin part and decreasing interest.

JOHN S. SPANN & CO.,
8B East Market Street.

The Flying Islands of the Night

By JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY.

Just published. Any of Mr, Riley's books sent
postpaid on receipt of price.

Cathcart, Cleland & Co.,

26 E. Washington 8t. Indianzpolis, Ind.

(. £ RREGELO & WHITSETT

FUNERAL DIRECTORS,
125 N. Delaware St.

Free Ambulanece, Tel. 564

The Sunday Journal, $2 Per Annum

NEW FASHIONS IN SPOOKS

i ——

A Choice Collection of Ghostly News
for Spiritualists and Others.

—eie—

Reports of the Latest Doings of the Mediums
—Things That Some Peeple Accept and
Others Reject—Phenomena or Humbug.

———

Fpecial to the Indianapolis Journal.

NEW YORK, Deec. 12.—Although there have
been repeated oxposures of the more start-
ling phenomena, the exposed mediums do
not stay exposed. They seem endowed
with the proverbial feline senacity of life.
Even when the exposures have been clear
and absolute they have held sesuces for
“vindication,” and have satisfied some com-
mittees that at least judgment should %o
held in abeyance, as, with the apparent
fraud, there must be some grain of truti.
Some of the morée wonderful of the new
manifestations, or false pretensions—which-
ever they may be—are agitating thespiritu-
alists tremendously. A remarkable seanceis
reported by Mr. Olney, president of the
Spiritual Society, of Topeka, Kan., in a letter
to your correspondent. It wasgiven by Pro-
fessor Foster, Dr. Stanbury and Mrs. Rich,
mediums for different phases of manifesta-
tion. Professor Foster elaims to take spirit-
photographs, and prepared his camera and
plate under the surveillance of a commit-
tee, In these “tests” some person sits for
these photographs, and if "conditions are
favorable” by the side of the face of the
sitter will be shadowy but distinct faces
of spirit friends. The firet effort of the
Professor was a failure. The next trial
was more successful. A lady sat in the
chair, and three *‘spirit faces” appeared
with hers on the plate. Those acquainted

with photography are aware of the ease
with which deceptions may be practiced,
but Mr. Olney was convinced. The Doctor
next produced a box in which was the key
to a telegraphio sounder. ‘T'nis key could
not be touclied when the box was closed.
He placed his hands on the top of this box,
and soon the instrument began to tick
messages, readily received by telegraphers
present, giving messages to several persons
present from spirit friends.

A NEW FEATURE.
Describing spirits has become a feature
of spiritualism, and several lecturers have
won fame by their real or false achieve-

ments. Frank Baxter is pecnliar n his
manner, and at first impresses the hearer

with a feeling that he is distracting atten-
tion with divertingtalk, after the manner
of a fakir. This wears off by acquaintance,
and the multiplication of ‘‘tests” soon con-
vinces spiritualists of his genuineness. At

arecent scance there was & crowded aundi-
ence., He stepped to the front and said:
“Is your name Elizabeth!” addressing a
lady half way down the hall. She replied
in the aflirmative. “1 thought so, for yonr
mother, F.veline Weaks, is here, and calls
Elizabeth. It is too bad your sister could
not come, but she shall have a test as well
asyou. I mean Mrs. George D). Winchell
Shea said, as somebody lefs the bouse to
come here, ‘You Lring me a test.” Tell her
that her mother comes here to-night and
makes of this fact a test. BShe did not say
this to you, Elizabeth, but to—to—10,” hes-
itating and lookin1 over the audience, and
at last saluting a lady 1n front, *‘to youn.”

“Itis true,” replied the lady, "I left Mrs,
Winchell for the hall, and she paid, jok-
ingly, ‘Bring me a test.” but I do not know
the spint.” et e 4

“} do,” said the firet lady. *“She is my
sister, and Eveline Weeks is our mother,
who has been dead forty-three years. Mr,
Baxter is an utter stranger to aus both.”

A materialist who had dabbled in spirit
circles, and been confirmed in his gkepticism
by repeated failures and detections of
fraud, said if he could get the name of his
father, which was an unusual one, he
would be satisfied. The speaker saw this
spirit, described him and then said: "'Ber-
tha, Bertha, 1t's G-r-o-¢-n-l-a-n-d-t. I am
Henri Greenland, your husband, Bertha,
and your father, Otto. Now, doubt no
more anda be not so anxious for the futare.”
The gentleman arose and said it was all
correct. His father had been dead soven-
teen years, One such fact may have small
weight in evidence, but when rapidly given
for an hour at every seance their weight 14
cumulative; and the spiritualists are ju-
bilant over Baxter.

SOME STRIKING MANIFESTATIONS,

Perhaps as peculiar ana striking a man-
ifestation as has recently occurred 18 one
claimed to have been received by Hudson
Tuttle, an eminet spiritualist, through his
own sensitiveness to spirit influence, He
claims to write by spint dictation, having
in this manner written a whole book when

only seventeen years old, and at the same
time an nuneducated farm-boy. Since that
time he has in the same manner written
twenty volumes, and been a busy contrib-

utor: to spiritual journals, He claims that
a spirit of an Indian came, and, taking »
box of flint and a smnall hammer, ina tew
minutes broke out two perfect arrow-heada.
Not a blow fell wrong, nor was a break of
the stone aught but as it should be. Asan
answer on the part of the spirit to denials,
so Mr, Tuttle says, it came again, and,
from two fragments of glass, s material
more difticult and unmanageable than tlint,
fashioned two exqguisite arrow-heads, It
is sugeested that a complete vindication
cannot be made by Mr. Tuttle of this as-
tounding ¢laim unlesa he go before a com-
mittee of the Psychical Society.

From many places utaniahin&"mnteri-
alizations” are reported to the New York
spiritualists. There isa characteristie same-
ness about them all. Whoeever the “medi-
um” musy be, there is invariably a little
girl “spirit” talking in & childish prattle, a
grufl-voiced man usunally the ‘‘countrel.”
aud a sort of “spirit-clown” who keeps
things lively with jokes, repartees
and odd sayings. ‘The spiritualists of
Grand Rapids are baving wmore than the
usual programme of “‘materializations.”
A curtain wa2 stretched across one side of
n parior and the “medium” seated behind
it. In the room some nineteen persons,
most of whom were strangers to the phe-
nomena, were ssated. It is stated that
thirteen full-form “materinlizations”
came from behind the curtain into the
tight strong enough to make them recog-
nizable, and gave their names. A Dr. Rice
was in the seanoe, and bis two sisters,
young girls when they died. came out and
convinced him of their identity. Bat the
most remarkable feat was yet to come. The
“c¢abinet control” came out and extended a
gqnilt on the floor. Dr. Rice aud a laay
placed their hands on the two corners fur-
thest from the cabinet, The astonishment
of ‘those present may be imagined when
they saw the center of the quilt slowly rise
antil it reached the heigth of about five
feot, when it wad thrown back, and the
mwaterialization was recognized as a young
man who bad been drowned at Grand Ha-
ven.

D o P
ANGLING FOR DEVIL-FISH,

How They Are Canght in the Waters of Puget
Sound,
Seattie Press-Times.

“It's no trick to cateh them. They are
pulled out with hook and line from the
deep waters of the sound, just like fish, and
are found in the rocky bottoms of the fish-
g banks. Look at this,” eontinued Nick,
raising the slimy maes of legs and pointing
to a perfect conuterpart of a parrot’s
black beak. *“That's 1te mouth. Just like
a parrot, only muchlarger and more power-
ful. When once those jaws fasten on the
bait they never let go until landed on the
deck of the boat, No; they seldom give us
much trouble. That is part of & Greek
tisherman’s early education.”

Experience has tanght the men how to
handle them safely. The only care necessary
is to prevent their fastening their suckers
on the sides and bottom of the boat. If by
accident or carelessness they should sue-
ceed in doing so the ochopus is safe, for
the suction of those cup-like disks isso

great that nothig but a knife can dislodge
them, and as they can’t be reached they
got away. The men know by the weight
on the line and its action when an octopus
is hooked. Then by means of poles the
line is kept away from the boat, and,
watching a favorable opportunity, with
the assistance of boat hooks, the fellow 1s
saddenly fanked on board and left to
thrash his life away on deck. Of course
the men have learntd to keep carefully out
of reach of its tentacles.

On a clear day and in clear water you
can see an octopus at great depths. Their
bodies usualiy lie hidden under shelving
rocks, leaving ouly one or more of those
long feelers visible, moving eaustiously
back and forth. By baiting a hook with a
white rag and dropping 1t closs by, itis
fun to watch their movements. They pre-
tend not to see the bait, believing it a liv-
in% prey. .

hey will advance their feelers inch by
inch, and gradually their body, snd retreat
again, as if todraw on the intended vie-
tim. Playing the bait back and forth ex-
cites their cupidity, and when satistied of
the result the beast makea a spring atthe
bait that, for lightuing-like rapigity, beats
anytbing onrecord. Of course it fastens
its razor-like, double-back-action beak 1n-
to the rag, and holds on like grim death,
allowing itself to be pulled out of the
water rather than let go.
—O P

HE FOOLED JAY GOULD.

»

And that Was Sufficient Recommendation to
Secure Employment with Russell Sage.

Epecial to the Indianapolis Journal,

NEw Yorg, Dee, 12.—An ancedote not yet
published along with the great amount of
reading matter developed from the ex-
plosion in Russell Sage’s office, is worth
transmission, B. F. Norton, the private
secretary of Mr, Sage, was killed by the
maniac’s bomb. Norton went i1nto Sage's
employ from that of Jay Gould, several
years ago, at the time when Gould gave np
his down-town office and retired from
business to recuperate his health. Norton
was &  bright, trustworthy man,
thoroughly familiar with the practical
details of Wall-street operations, and he
went to Sage with a strong written recom-
mendation from Gould. DBesides that,
Gould spoke personally to Sage 1n warm

praise of Norton. So the transfer was

made easily and satisfactorily, and there
was not much dicker over the
question of salary, although Sage
has long been {amons for close bar-
gawwing. It was from another point that
the hindrance arose. Norton desired to
take along with bim to Sage’s office a youth
pamed Patrick (lane, called Glaney by his
oflice associates. :

“Can the young man bring a letter of
recommendation from Mr. Gould?’ asked
he eautious Sage,

“Unfortunately for him, he can't do
that,” Norton replied, ““because he was dis-
charged by Mr, Gou id several months ago.
It was this way. Patriek used to be a dis-
triet messenger boy. He worked a shrewd
ame on Mr. Gould, Patrick was detailed
roma the messenger office 1n this building
to go home every afternoon slong with Mr,
Gould, and earry whatever packages there
were to be taken home. Well, Mr. Gould
observed that the boy read assiduously
while making the ride on the elevated raii-
way, and, to Mr Gould’s surprise, the read-
ing matter was uever a boy’s story paper
or a sensation border story, but some book .
of solid, educational character. That sor-
prised and pleased Mr. Gould, and resulted
in the employment of Patrick iu our office.
Things went along well enough with the
laa, for he was capable and carefal,
but one day the truth came out. Mr.
Gould canght Patrick reading trashy
matter in the office several times, and then
somebody told bim the truth—that the boy
had played a sort of bunco game on him—
bad read the worthy matser in ‘cars
for efiect, Mr. Gould was incensed, and
wouldn’t forgive the offender, who, there-
fore, had to quit the oflice. Now, Mr.
Sage,”” Norton concluded,” *1t was a decep-
tive trick, ot conrse, and probably you will
not accede to my request and ewmploy him
in your oflice.”

Mr. Sage rubbed his hands a moment,
after his usunal manner, chuckled a little,
and then said: “We shall have Patrick
bere by all means. The boy ingenious
enough to invent and operate a deal like
that, and with borse sense enough to make
good use of the opportunity that it opened
to him, 1s the sort of a ohnp I hike to en-
courage. 8o he fooled Mr. Gould, did he!
Tell him to ecome and go to work at once.”

Patrick Glane remains in the employ of
Mr. Sage. :

—— =

WOMAN'S LIMITATIONS,

She Can Rule Men, but Not Be Governed by

Other Women.
Chicago News.

In these latter days women are finding
out that they can do almost anything they
please. Last year one of them became a
senior wrangler in mathematies, and only
Iast week another passed a top-notch ex-
amination for a Mississippi river steambosat
pilot. There is no doubting the ability of
women to achieve the possible, but they
have already begun to discover that 1mpos-
sibilities do exist, and when they find one
& mighty fuss they make in their despair
over it. One of these 1mpossibilities for
the highest feminine intellect is tbe sue-
cessful managoment of its own servant girl,
It has been supposed and horod that this
was conceded as an impossibility, but the
highest feminmme intelleet is once more
making a dead set at 1t in the magazines
and newspapers, _

Now, it is perfectly clear to any man who
gets at the realities of things that 1t is im-
possible for one woman to manage another
woman. She ecan mapage a man without
any trouble at all. Whether he’s her has-
band or the hired man, she knows how to
bring him into sabjection and keep him
there. Butiu the parlor or the kitchen
every woman 18 equaily prone vo believe
that her way is better than any other
woman's “'ll,\'.. ‘ one woman .Hllbﬂlitﬂ to
another and yields her way 1t is only tem-
porarily and with a mental, sometimes
with an expressed, reservation which cov-
ers the whole ease, She will not do it one
moment longer than she ean help it.

It is a curious and inceresting fact that a
man who has tried to manage one woman
and has failed hopelessly, who is managed
by his wife becanse he is philosophieal
enough to see that 1t is really the hest way
out of it, can go from his home to his
factory and manage a hundred men and
sbveral hundied girls so that evervthing
will seem to ruu like clock-work, while his
wife at home, the very woman who has
him completely “under her thumb,” can’t
in;u:ago ber cook and house girl to save her
ife.

If she insists on carrying the hopeless at-
tempt too far the cook and house girl leave
the house and hire ont at the factory,
where they are managed without the least
trouble. Wherenpon the highest feminine
intellects conclude that the presence of
fuctories in this country is largely respon-
sible for what they call the “servant-girl
problem.” ‘There is no problem about it—
none whatever. Women do not object to
being managed by any man they do not ex-
pect to marry or have not married already,
but they do always and they always will
object to being managed by another wom-
an, and when they submit to 1t it is ounly
until they can escape from it,

I[f they have nowhere else to go, of
course, they canunot go au{whoro else, but
if they bave they will. Next 1o starva-
tion itself, the greatest evil for a woman is
in being managed by another woman. The
highest feminine intellects may go on
evolving hnndreds of columns of what
they suvpose to be reasoning on a “prob-
lem” without changing this in the least. It
wus and is and is to be,

S £~ i ==V [ ¥ P
Fashionable “Charity."
John A. Cockrell, in Kansas City Times,

A Cincinnati friend has written to me
for definite information abeout *“charity”
balls here, so that the Four Hundred of the
Western city can do something of the same
sort. The most “definite” information that
can be given for any city i1s this: Your
fashionable people desire a grand dance for
their own enjoyment and display; snppose
the subseriptions and receipts are £5.000;
musiec, supper, printing, decorations and all
other expenses amount to §4 485; your dis-
tribution committee gives £15 to the jan:-
tor’s wife and chilaren, and the mission of
the ““‘chanty” ball is fuiltilled,

MR. BOK'S LITERARY GOSSIP

—~——

Why Mr. Howells Retires from the “Ed-
itor’sStudy” of Harper’s Magazine.

S

Ex-Senator Ingalls's Literary Davghter—Cost
of a Magazine—George Macdonald as a
Story-Writer—Winter Literary Plans.

e

Bpecthl Correspondence of the Sunday Journal,
NEwW Yorg, Dee. 11.—It is generally un-
derstood here in literary cireles that Will-
iam Dean Howells will soon retire from the
editorship of the Editor's Study in Har-
per's Magazine. The publishers have as
yet made no official announcement of the
faot, since the probable severance of Mr.
Howells’srelations with theirmagazine will
not occur for a fow months to come. Itis
well known by Mr. Howells's friends that
the novelist most reluctantly under-
took the editing of the department
in the first place, and 1t was ounly
after he bad Dbeen repeatedly urged
by the publishers that he finally con-
sented. Butof late he has expressed him3
eelf as being more and more desirous of de-
voting bis entire time to writing fiction,
and, doubtless, this is the cause of his wish
to relinquish the department over which
he has presided for five years. Of course,

“all speculation as to Mr. Howelis's succes-

sor can, at present, only be of a vague
character; yvet 1t secms to be quite well un-
derstood that Charles Dudley Warner will
be induced to take the place. This wonld,
of course, leave the editorship of the Edi-
tor's Drawer vacant, but that department
bas, for some tjme past, practically been in
the hands of John Kendrick Bangs, Mr.
Warner simply writing a “leader” forit
each month.

SENATOR INGALLS'S LITERARY DAUGHTFR,

Of the eleven children with which the
married life of ex-Senator Ingalls has been
blessed Ethel Ingalls 1s the oldest and thus
far the cleverest of her three sisters with
the pen, Some three or four years ago her

name became familiar, attached to a series
of letters desling with Washington social
life printed in a New York daily. But the
clever authoress soon ascertained that 1t
was dangerous work for one holding the
social position she did to report for pring
the society events at which she was pres-
ent, and the letters ceased. Since that
time she has done little it any lit-
erary work. But her ardent love for liter-
atare and the pen has proved too strong for
her. She hasagain taken up her work, and
the literary publiec will soon read the re-
sults. Miss lugalls is without doubt a
clever voung writer. She is a quick ob-
server, has a retentive memory and can put
her thoughts on paper with a manner that
oftimes suggests the spirit and dash which
characterize the sayings and writings of
her famous father, She is at present writ-
ing o study of convent life for one of the
popular magazines, after which she will
complete an ambitious romance begun some
time ago. She will aiso appear very shortly
as the biographer of Mrs. Leland Stanford,
1n & sketeh portraying the bome life of the
Calitornia millionaire's wife,

WIHAT A MAGAZINE COSTS, =
Fioating a fully equipped magazine now-
Aaduys is very much hke pouring water in a
rat-hole, and the more one sees of the in-
side workings of the popular magazines the
firmer becomes that conviction. 1 remem-

ber when the present Scribner's Magazine

was started; how money flowed out like
water months before the first 1ssue came
out. With everything in its favor, and
with more gratuitous advertising ana ad-
vance booming than has ever been given a
magazine, nearly a half mithon dollars
were speut belere the magazine “turned
the corner.,” Take the Cosmopolitan, into
which $500,000 has been sunk by Mr. Walk-
er, and with the prospects just about begin-
ning of getting the first return of his in-
vestment. The lllustrated American has
spent nearly 200,000, The Forum, with-
out illustrations, sunk over 85,000 before
its backers saw the first gleam of light.
And yetl will warrant there are to-day at
least a half dozen companies oi men work-
ing over new magazine schemes, Of three
distinct ones 1 happen persoually to know,
Two of them are practically dead before
starting, since in each case only £100,000 of
funds is a®&essible. The thira will
have & working caplital of §250,000,
and the chances of success are
proportionately inereased. But 1
shonld think a man would carefully weigh
the chances before putting in any money
into new magazibe schemes. It is notso
much the survival of the fittest, but the
survival of the largest capital. The drain
npon the resources of a new publishing
company starting a magazine nowadays 18
something far pleasanter to imagine than
experience. The public is slow to take
hord of a new periodical unless 1t bas some
specially striking qualities, and the adver-
tiser is slower yet. And between the re-
luctance of the two a leavy capitalis
needed to stand a strain of everything go-
;ns out and comparatively nothing coming
n.
MACDONALD A8 A STORY-WRITER.

If George Macdonald’s popularity issome-
what on the wane in America, that fact is
not true of his hold upon the Dritish pub-
lic, who buy each book that he issues with
avidity., With the Scotch people he is al-
most a literary idol. To reaiize fully the

hold which Macdonald has on the love of
the Scottish people, one should bave speech
with a North-of-Scotland man or woman,
as was my vrivilege a few evenings ago,
one of the present generation, who was
reared to the northward of Aberdeen, in
the wild, rugged., storm-beaten countr

where Macdonald had his earlg home. Snc

aone will talk with unfailing elight of the
true word-pictures in Macdonald's dcottish-
stories reealling the market town of Hant-
ly, and the gray stone house with the roof
and tlags of slate, where Macdonald was
born, and to which be came home in lis
college days, reproducing it to the life in
the story of “Alec Forbes.” The wiid
storms and bleak moors are as dear to
Scottish memory as the sunny glens and
banks of Leatber, and Macdonala’s books
are full of them all. *“Kobert Falconer”
was euch a true picture that n
its serial publication, my Scottish
friend told me, it gave ollense to a
prend patrician who was too faithfully
shown up therein, and te avoid trouble
the anthor was obliged to make a sudden
change and a different ending {rom the one
originally planned. ‘The real power of
Macdonald’s stories—that is, of the best of
them—lies in their honest sineerity, the
real likeness to Scottish life and character.
The characters are genuine: so the Scoteh
are ready to forgive the preacniness which
18 sometimes prosiness, and the terrifio
patois which renders some of them alinost
nnreadable toone nottutored in the Scoteh
dialect. lo Scoteh children, his Alecs, and
IRoberts, and Gibbies, and Warlocks
are as familhiar as the boys and girls of
Lounisa Alcott and Trowbridge and Mrs
Burnett are to American boys and girls, or
as Abbott's virtnons voungsters and the
heroine of the “*Wide Wide World” were to
their fathers and wmothers, Macdonald
should understand childreu well, since bhe
has reared eleven of them; and the whole
family used to take part in a little dramn
of Pilarim's Progress, which the wother ar-
ranged for her children and trained them
to act 1n their home parties,

sented a pretty picture of home life and
love.

AN AUTHOR'S ORIGINAL METHOD,

I was discussing literary matters witha |

wall-known writer of stories, a short time
pinee, when the subject of inspiration in
literary work came up,

“Do you know,” said he, "I am a firm be-
hever in inapiration, and I believe 1t is far
more common amongst authors than most
people suppose. The pocts by no
menopolize it, In almost every author’s
work there nre sentences. scenes or chap-
ters that are genuine inspiratioos, born
of the moment, tashing upon the
auther's mind without the least
warning. In my own case many of

the beat things 1 have written have come

| not

The accounts |
of the Macdonald fumily bave always pre- |

means !

to me in that way. See here, let me
ou how I work—" and he took a
lank-book froma his desk. "“This is

' kind of a book I write the first drafis

my stories in before having them copied on _
a type-writer. Yousee, | write on only one
side of the page, while on the other side w
will see occasional lines, bhastily
down, diagonally across the page. 1hose
are my ‘inspirations’ and they come about
1 this way: W bile | am writing, saddenly
an idea will pop into my hesd, often
utterly irrelevant to the cular pars
of the work on which am en
—gome scene later on in my story, or it may
only a sentence or two—the happy ex-
pression of some thought. 1 turn instantly
and jot it down on the opposite pnln. then
go on with my work, and when bhave
reached the point in my story where my
‘mmspiration’ is needed, | turn back and copy
it. 1 used to try to remember these things,
believing that when I wanted the sentence
the association of 1deas would bring it back
to me, but I found that unwise. These lite
tle ‘inspirations,’ in my case, are very fleets
ing, and I have to nail them atonce or they
escape.”

SOME WINTER LITERARY PLANS,
Neither Dr. Holmes nor Mr» Whittier will
undertake any literary work of importance
this winter, botk feeling that they have
earned a rest. “Than, too, the young blood
ought to have a chance to be heard.” says
Dr. Holmes. “We who have passed four

score and a couple jears over have been
beard for a long time.

Amelia E. Barr, finding exclusion from
social duties and visitors neccssary to
literary work, is going to make a winter
home of her summer retreat on Storm King
mountain. I really thought I had found
‘s lodge in some vast wilderness,’'” said
Mra. Barr, recently, “but lo! here comes »
new club-house just above me, and L
actually find myself surrounded by electrio
lights all the way up the moantain. Sel
find myself chased by electriety and the
autograph fiend.”

Mrs. Loulse Chandler Monlton is going to
bring together during the winwer some of
her travel sketches and papers, and make a
book of them, and another of ber critical
litvrl_tl'y DADETSE,

Dr. Thomas Dunn English, it is said, ﬁnd:
his congressional duties so interesting tha
Le has abandoned literature, and for the
present the reading publiec will practically
receive nothing from his Pon

Although many a New York literary home
would be ouly too glad to throw open its
doors to Miss Edith M. Thomas, the youn
poetess prefers the seclusion which a resi-
dence away froun the town assures her, and
together with her sister, she lives quietly
in apretty home gn Staten island’s heights,
reading, writing and studying.

George William Curtis is another authos
who seems to prefer his quniet Staten island
home to plunging in the gayeties of New
York’'s social literary life, Mr. Curtis comes
over to the city quite fregquently, however
altbough recently he has confined hitsel#
more strictly to the task of arranging and
editing the collection of his addresses and
speeches, soon to be published, as well as
collecting a dainty volume of seiected es-
says, to be called “From the Easy Chawr”
a8 & companion volume to Mr. Howells's
“Criticism and Fiotion,” and Mr. Warner's
“As We Were Saying.”

One of the books of Horatio A . Jr.,
the famous boys’ writer, is to be brought
out at Christmas, this winter, in the Nor-
wegian language.

The editor of Lippincott’s has hit upen &
very good idea in the series of journalistio
papers which will begin in she January
issne, by Col. A. K. MeClure, of the Phila-
delphia Times, who will tell “The Editor-
in-chief’'s Story.” Then will follow “The
Managing Editor's Story,” “The City Ed-
itor’s Story,” and so on through the jour-
nalistic gamut, each article gaving an in-
sight into the lives of newspaper men, and
incidentally telling how the great dailies
of the land are mmade. EpwarbD. W. Bok.

[ Copyright.]
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RAILROAD JACK.

The Story of an Intelligent Dog and Hie
Travels Over the Country,
Harper's Young People.

Railroad Jack is attached to the railway
mail service, and has a roving commission.
He is about seven years of age, and every
since his second year bhe has been
one of the greatest travelers of
this country. Jack has s great fond.
pess for mail-b He never cares
long for any particu one, but seems to
have an 1dea that the entire business is
under his charge, and he is perpetually
traveling about to make sure thal
everything goes right., Juack Dbhaile
from Albany, and his name in private
life is Owney: but Rmlroad Jack is his
traveling name, and the one that has be-
come famous, He wears a broad leather
collar, which has attached a nickel-plated
badge reading: “Postoflice Owney, Albany,
N. Y.”; but beyond this distinguishing
mark, Jack is a citizen of the entire conn-
try. Albany, bowever, is very proud of
her representative, and Jack condescends
10 make his headquarters there, where
there is a special apartment for his use,

Five years ago Jack made his first trip.
He went to Doston by way of the Boston
& Albany rallroad, and since that time
bas always regarded that route wit
epecial favor. His experience hlg:en
in this manner: A certain mail-bag in
the .Albnn{‘ postoflice took bhis
fancy, and when the bag was carried to
the station, Jack went along with it
When it was thrown into the baggage car
Jack followeq, and he stuek by that par.
ticular bag until 1t reached the Boston
postoflice. This doune, Juck’s attachmnent
was over, and that very same night
Lhe tovk another mail-bag under his protec-
tion and saw it safe 1o its destination n
Muaine.

As this was Jack's first trip he was not
acquainted along the lines, and for thres
weeks he was uubeard from. Then he
walked into the Albany postoflice one day,
wagging his stumpy tall, and saw that a
certain bag was all right, Everybody was
much amazed over his wonderful trip,
but it <urned oat to be & mere
run around the block compared with
his later travels. The fondness for rov-
ing was awakened in Jaock’s heart, and &
short time after he weut away again and
was absent two months The men that
knew him regarded him as lost this timme
without doubt; but one day they read in a
paper that Jeck had arrived in New Or-
leans. He was identified by his collar, and
for the first time Jack began to receive
newspaper notoriety,

Then he left New Orleaus, stopping over
here and there when it ploased him, and
by degrees he traveled the length of the
conntry. And where do you suppose he
ended this wonderful journey! Away up
north, at 8t John, New PBrunswick,
There 18 mno doubt of the trath
of this, for the mnewspapers kent
track of him all the way, and bhe became
famous. Just think of tlns wonderful dog
going that distance by himselt! Since that
time Lo has been to ban I pancisco, and has
covered theentire length aud breadth of the
U'nited States, He bas visited nearly every
large city in the country, sund has gone
through the Eastern States so often that
every railroad postal clerk knows ham.

Jack is & thorough Yankee 1 his tastes,
and decidedly mmdependent. but seems to
ke the Last best, especially the Boston &
Albany railroad, upon which he made his
first trip. He is never molested, but
allowed to do &y bhe pleases, and
is always well ireated. It would
Le well for any outsider to
meddle with the bags Jack has in charge,

| and Jack seems nlways to know what man

has the right, He wasin & wreek onee, and
was thought to hinve been killed, but when
the mail-bags reached their desiination,
Jack was with them. A little while ago
he paid a Hiying vist to New York, and
then started East again, where he is proba-
bly now traveling.
3 et

Henlthful and Pleasant.

| Sclentific American

If youn want a lovely edor in vo
break offt branches of the Norin;'r-;g:::
and arrange them io o lacge jug well filled
with water. In a few davs tender, pale
green branches feather out, soft and cool
to the touch, and giving the delighsful
Lealth-giving odor,

D W —

Careful

Lustige Bletter. Asswen.

A widower married a sister of hi
wile s lew weoks after the duthh:! |t..l::
latter. Amn acqumintance who had juss re-
turned {rom a long journey syimpatheticaily
inguired whom be was in mourning for

“For my sister-in-law,” was the Lesitat




