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WAS A IIOBRIBLE MISTAKESTORIES FROM TIIE STREET

D HM O
as life, second one on the list: "Mrs. Bid-
dle, a high-bre- d, high-strun- g, ronng socU
ety woman." Then came another scramble
through the piny to hud out where she
came in. The found it at last. It was in
the last oct, "Enter Mrs. Biddle (R. C.)"
The context showed that her husband waa
making love to another: "Mrs. Biddle
(shrieks) John! (Swoons away and is
carried out. L. C.)" That waa the last of
Mrs. Biddle!

"Oh, murder!" shrieked Mrs. Tomlinson
Smith, writhing in misery between a laugh
And a cry as the pathetic ludicrousness of
her own position struck her. "And and "
she gasped, "she wanted to telegraph for a
book so as to bave time to study ber lines!
Oh! I'll die! I'll die! I know I shall!"

'Very commendable in her," said Mr.
Tomlinson Smith, solemnly. She might
yell. 'Beck with!' instead of 'John!' " Tom-
linson bmith is a brute.

It was funny, ot course, bat it was also
serious.

As great luck would have it. one of the
leading characters declined next day. They
cast Mrs. Beckwith Brown for the part,
and then made a clean breast ot it. explain-
ing how the horrible mistake was made
through pure ignorance of the play. All is
now Berene, and the drama will be pro-
duced in due time. KutSKL M. Seeds.

Booms tho trade. Tho past week has heen a big ono for us.
The present week --wo will double our sales. AVo shall need
all tho room wo can get in a few days, when tho song of tho
hammer and saw will be heard in our big storerooms. Until
then we keep up tho agitation.

For this week wo offer choice of any Medium or Heavy-
weight SUIT in our stock (plain worsteds excepted) for

inThis salo will continue only this week and is the last
offer of tho kind wo shall make this season. After that all
these $25, $22, $20, $18 and some $15 Suits will bo marked
back to their original figures.

At the samo time wo offer all our $12, $10 and somo $13

.V SUITS AND OVERCOATS:.
FOR i

Thus placing a remarkably low figure on nearly all tho Cloth-
ing in our stock.

IN OUR

Boys' Department

We offer this week only,
choice of all our $8, $7 and $6
Boys' two-piec- o SUITS for

And all our $5, $4.50 and $4
two-piec- e SUITS for

M O
DO YOU

KNOW WHY
WE SELL
TROUSERS

SO CHEAPLY 1

HOW TO GET EVEN.

A Pointer for Them That IxTe to Investigate
the Mysteries of "Pat Hands.

Kansas City Star.
If A. B and C sit down to a social came of
oker. and A should lose all bis money to
, who in turn should be skinned bv C.

then A can sue C and recover the money
which be lost.

This is tbe latest rule on gambling of the
Kansas City Court of Appeals, and. of
course, is applicable only to tho State of
Missouri. As a general rule suits which
arise out of gambling have no standing in
the courts of this State, but there is a law
on the statute books of Missouri which pro-
vides that any person has the right to re-
cover money or property which he may
lose at any game or gambling device.

The case in question came to the Court of
Appeals on an appeal from the Circuit
Court of Vernon county. Three of the in-
habitants of that county named, respect-
ively, Brooks, Clinton and McMahon. in-
dulged in a little game of draw. Brooks
lost $300 in money and checka to Clinton,
who was promptly relieved of it in a jack"
pot by McMahon. Tho next day Brooks
asked McMahon. who. in the meantime, bad
cashed the checks, to return his money.
He was referred to Clinton, who bad won
from him, as being tho perron liable. 'He
failed to obtain satisfaction, and so en-
tered suit against McMahon.

Tho court said that tho persons engaged
in the game undoubtedly knew that the
money wonld necessarily lrequontly change
bands in the course of betting ou straights,
bluffs and falls, and according tbo loser
would finally be loper to bim who came out
winner. Tbe specific identity of the
money in circulation would make no differ-
ence.

15 cents for a box of Beccham's Pills,
worth a guinea. '

Florida and the Southeast. .

Dixie Flyer Sleepers Nashville to Jack-
sonville, Fla.. without change, over Nash-
ville, Chattanooga & St. Louia railway viaChattanooga, Atlanta, Macon. Berths en- -

aged through from Louisville over the
ookont Mountain Route. Apply to or ad-

dress B. F. Nkvillk, Passenger Agent, 104
Clark street, Chicago.

XE IV OA JtDEy'S A OA IX TO THE FJtOXT.
Sale Commences Monday, Feb. 15,

Four-inc- h plain and fancy black and coloredribbons, Vo per yard; two-inc- h picot edge, allsilk, ribbon, 'Jo rer yard; elegant velvet roses,
23o per buuch: fancy leathers, worth 23c to 75c,
now at 5o. Our entire stock of trimmed goodsat your own price.

This is no advertising scheme, but facts. Oneinspection will convince you that all goods arebeing sold at one-four- th their original value, as
this utook must be closed out. Balo to couimencoMonday, Feb. 15.

2 ewgakden's Occidental Millixejit,
45 West Washington Street. -

DREADFULSKIN DISEASE

Afflicts a Well -- Known Merchant. Itcblnrand Horning Terrible. Doctors
and All Remedies FalU

Tries Cotlcnra. Relieved by the First Appli-
cation and Entirely Cared In

Five Weeks.

About eighteen months ago a small speck ap-
peared on my ankle; it resembled a ttsh scale; itbecame larger, ami 1 consulted a physician who
fironouueed it psoriasis or monied disease because

money. I applied ou ointment,
but it spread until at Inst it covered almost my
entire body. My suffering was something
terrible, burning and itching sensation con-
tinually until It became almost unendurable. I
suffered tortures especially at nU ht, and for two
months I was compelled to sleep with gloves on.
I became desperate. I would have given any-
thing to be relieved of the itching sensation. I
tried a number of remedies without any relief.
I was requested to try Cutieura; thia I did, and
io my great surprise, I waa relieved alter thefirst application. I used the Cuticura. Cuticura
Soap and Cuticura Resolvent according to direc-
tions for about Jour or rtTe weeks, when I was
entirely cured. But what a relief it was to me
alter the suffering I went through. I cannotspeak with too much favor for the CutlearaRemedies, and I would recommend it to all
those who are suffering from the same diseasetnat I have suffered. JOHN T. MELODY,

of Melody Brothers, Wyandotte, Mich.

Cliticura Resolvent
The new Blood and 61rln Purifier and greatest ofHumor Ketnedies, iutcrnallr (to cleanse theblood of all Impurities, and thus remove thecause), and Cuticura, tho great ktn Cure,
and Cuticura fcoap, an exquisite 8kiu Beauti-tle- r,

externally (to clear the skin and scalp,and restore the hair), cure every species
of agonizing, itchlntr, burning, scaly and viniply
disease of the skin, scalp and blood.

Fold everywhere. Price. Cuticura, 50c; Poap,
25c; Resolvent. $1. Prepared bv the PotterDru and Chemical Corporation. Boston.
Eiend for"How to Cure Skin Diseases," atpages. 5o illustrations, and 100 testimonials.

mPLi:s. hlack-nead- u, red. rouch, chapped
skin cured by CcncmtA Soap.

I CANT BREATHE.
Chest pains, Soreness, Weakness,

Hackir.ir t'OUffh. Asthma. PIm
:ra ana xnnammauon rellered In on

minute by the Cuticura An tl-Pa- in Plaster.Nothing like It for Weak Lungs.

somewhat eccentric, was well received in
society, notwithstanding tbe rumor that be
bad lost one wife by death and another by
divorce. There was a Miss Hax in tbe
place, a very beautifnl girl, and be paid
ber some attentions which were graciously
and encouragingly received. One day this
gallant met the lather of the young lady.
'Mr. Hax said he, 'joa have a daughter
named Mabel.'

"Mr. Hax assented.
Vou consider her of marriageable age,

do you not!'
"Mr. Hax again assented. ,

Voti have no objection, I suppose to my
speaking to Mrs. Hax?'

"The father, who waa mopping the beaded
perspiration from his brow, said ho had
none, and hoped he would go to Mrs Hax
at once.

'Away he went to the Hax mansion.
Mrs. Hax,' ho began when that lady ap-

peared in answer to bis knock, 'you bave a
daughter.' The good lady was so Hurried
she could scarcely answer. Evidently be
was going to make a formal demand for
the band of the dangnter. 'Your dangh-te- r

Mabel is beautiful and I. Mrs. Hax. am
eligible. Tbe trembling mamma leaned
upon a chair for support.

Now. Mrs. Hax. 1 wish to ask you a
question. Can Mabel make a lemon pieT'

"Yes, sho can.' said tbo good lady, won-
dering what wonld come next.

"May I see herf
" 'Certainly,' and Miss Mabel was called

in.
"'Miss Mabel snid tbe visitor. 'Ibave

come to make a special request I hope you
will not refuse me. Will you will you
accompany me to the picnic

"It used to be that postmasters were paid
according to the amount of stamps they
sold." remarked a visitor in the postmas-
ter's private office yesterday, "and now .

they are paid according to the ainouut of
stamps canceled at an otlice. This change
was brought about by the fact that little
postmasters all over the conntry increased
their salaries in an illegitimate way. I
knew of anumberof postmasters who were
storekeepers, and bought goods in this city,
who paid their bills in postage stamps."

"Yes." said another visitor, "and years
ago I knew ot two wholesale bouses on
Meridian street that helped a little post-
master way down in Maine to a better sal-
ary by getting all their postage stamps of
bim. 1 suppose they bought them at a dis-
count.

"At tbe time when postmasters were paid'
a commission on the sale of stamps," said
Postmaster Thompson, "the postmaster of
a small town in Arkansas evolved a shrewd
scheme to increase his compensation. There
is no limit oji the amount of request
stamped envelopes envelopes upon which
is printed tho words 'if not delivered re-
turn in live days, etc that will be fur-
nished, tbe presumption being that every
order is genuine. This postmaster was in
collusion with some parties to take these
stamped request envelopes, and be doubt-
less furnished them at a discount. The
printed request was for their return, if un--.
called for, to bis postoflice. It was after-
ward discovered that when he delivered
these envelopes to his fellow conspirators
they blotted out tbe printed request with
a bronze stamp and then could resell them
at a discount below regular price. The
postmaster kept this np lor some time, but
finally tbe government caught on. He was
removed from otlice and punished. It is a
long lane that has no tnrn. aud when Uncle
bam is on the track of an ofiender he rare-
ly escapes. I saw some of the envelopes
and the bronze strip improved their ap-
pearance."

"Postage-stamps'resum- ed the postmas-
ter, after a pause, are not to be-use- d as
currency, but people don't appear to un-
derstand that, and nearly every day some
person comes in herewith stamps they bave
received in payment of debts. Sometimes
these stamps are of large denominations.
4, 5 or 10-ce- nt. io such cases people ask
to exchange them for 1 or nt stamps.
They are much surprised to learn we can-
not do this, and others are equally sur-
prised to tind that we cannot give cur-
rency for them."

"What's the postmaster's salary in a first-cla- ss

omce like this!" inquired an inquisi-
tive gentleman.

Postmaster Thompson blushed, but did
not withhold the information. "In a first-cla-ss

post office like this." said be. "the
salary of the postmaster is based on the
amount of business tho office does. In this
office $200,000 in business a year, receipts
that practically all come from sales of
stump j, gives a salary of $3,000. n order
to give the postmaster an additional $10u a
year the office must sell 00,000 additional
n stamps. The next increase in his salary
3f $100 would require an additional $70,000
a year, or to aive bim fcS.soo tne sales would
hare to amount to &50.000 a year. It will
be a long while before the salary of the
postmaster of Indianapolis reaches 81,000 a
year, as this office will have to do a busi-
ness of 4"X),ooo a year."

t
A lady living on North Alabama street

has a young nephew who visits her oc-
casionally. He is very inquisitive, and
everything be discovers be carries to his
parents for information. In climbing
about in a tiee while visiting his aunt last
fall, be discovered a large cocoon, and upon
being told that next spring a butterlly
would come out of it, be was delighted,
and laid it on a shelf, with the injunction
to his aunt to fcave it for bim when it made
its appearance. The Incident was forgot-
ten until one evening last week, when the
two young men of the house were startled
by hearing an oxcited exclamation from
another room:

"Charlie! Will! Come here, quick-quic- k!"

Thinking from the tone that the bouse
vas on tire, they hastily entered the room.

The lady was standing in tbe middle of tbo
room and a beautiful butterlly was cir-
cling about ber head. Tho warmth of the
room had brought him from his retreat
about three months too soon, and instead
of tinding himself among blooming flowers
and sunshine he found himself Hitting
about a chandelier, wbilo outside the mer-
cury in the thermoueter was reuching for
zero. After being admired for some time
he was captured and put to a painless
death by one of tbe young men, and word
was sent to the boy to come and see his
prize. t

"Tbe Journal's account of tbe vi'iit of one
of its reporters to a spiritualist." said n
gentleman yesterday, "reminds me of a
little story tbe truth of which will be
recognized by .a number of persons in this
city. A somewhat noted medium was giv-
ing seances night after night, and receiv-
ing along with the dollars paid ber some
remarkable manifestations. Well-know- n

persons who had passed over to the sum-
mer land could come back at her request
and talk with relatives and acquaintances
on this shore of time. A sporting gentleman
bearing of this bad an idea. Ho induced a
former patron ofthomadaroe to take him
along, be wanted to investigate. Every-
thing was arranged, the conditions were
favorable and the sporting individual inti-
mated that he bad a friend on tho other
side be wanted to confer with. Tbe spins
friend was a sport who had passed over a
few months before. The medium assured
the investigator that tbe spirit was pres-
ent.

" 'Johnny said the sport in a confidential
whisper, 'I'm hero for bnsines; what I
want is a Mraight tip as to tbu winners of
the (iutteuberc racen

"This inquiry created a laugh and the
medium declared that the spirit had gone
away otVended. At least the question was
not rniwered'

Going! going! gone! A few years ago
auction-bouse- s were a feature on Washing-too- n

street. They were located in the best
blocks and did a nourishing business, sell-
ing all manner of commodities, stocks of
boots and shoes, dry goods, clothing, etc.,
as welt as household effects, wrecks upon
the ocean of life ot ventures that had failed
to come safely to port. Now the auction-house- s

are passing Away and soon the
places tbatonceku-- w them will know them
no more forever. Their methods are of the
past and the present generation does not
take kindly to them. Yet there is a wild
exhilaration in buying goods at auction
that can be found in no other style of pur-
chase, and there ar n few elderly people
who mourn the pasting away of these in-
stitutions, where every article held up to
beftoldwa painted ia tho mot glowing
colora by the auctioneer and made an ob-
ject of ineMimabie value, things
have conspired to put a qnirtus upon the
auction trade. For one thing there are
fewer business failures than, once charac

terized this city, and when a merchant
fails now his competitors usnallv see to it
that the stock is not eacriticed. Household
goods iind their way to second-ban- d stores
and this cuts off a great amonnt of what
otherwise would be auction stall.

"It may be said for this office' said Maj.
Roberts, tbe Governor's private secretary,
"that it is now doing what has never been
dono before in tbe way of investigating ap-

plications for pardons. We go to the
neighborhood where .the crime was com-

mitted, and make a personal investigation
among his neighbors and learn everything
possible to know regarding the crime and.
the tierpetrator. The Governor says he in-
tends to put a Westingbouae brake on the
business, and that no one, no matter
what influence may be brought to bear,
shall get out of prison until be has thor-
oughly informed himself, and is fully per-
suaded that clemency will not be misplaced.
Tbe pardoning power should not be in the
bands of the chief executive at all. Indi-
ana should bave a board of pardons, to
which all applications should be referred.
Much of tbe Governor's time would then
be spared for other duties of more impor-
tance to tho general welfare of the people
of the State' J

Governor Chase was girdling the Circle
the other day when he happened upon two
ruffianly darkies having a make-believ- e

fight. One of them held elevated above
bis head a fence rail, and addressing the
other, said: "Look beab, niggah. I'll split
yo' bead open if you monkev wif me."

Just then tbe Governor, like tbe police-
man in tho novel, stepped in between Ithe
two meu, and. patting each on the back (a
Governor always pats during election ides),
he said, with on of those hearty Danvill-ia- n

laughs "There, there, boys, you
musn't quarrel. You wouldn't kill a Gov-
ernor, anyhow, would you?"

"Wouldn't if we seen one." answered tbe
man with tbe fence-rai- l.

"Well. I'm one," continued Governor
Chase, "and you're my boys; so be good."

Tbe Governor passed on smiling, leaving
tho expressmen in open-eye- d wonder

FRATERNITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS.

Knights of Ilouor.
The grand officers of Indiana Knights of

Honor will, on Tuesday evening, Feb. 23,
visit Washington Eodao to witness thede- -

ree work as exemplified by the team offWashington Lodge. The members of the
order are invited to bo present.

Indianapolis Commander; No. 12, Uni-
form Kank. have elected the following off-
icers lor tho ensuing term: P. C, W. W.
McCoy; C, M. M. Reynolds; first V. C. P.
E. Baker; second V. C, J. P. Knanalinc;
secretary. J. A. Alexander: treasurer. E. J.
Lakin; senior aid, E. N. Shinier; junior aid,
C. W. Miller, guardian, D. i. Unrlston;
sentinel. J. F. Keeder.

Wheatley Lodge celebrated its eighteenth
anniversary last evening with the follow-
ing programme: Orchestra, Young Ameri-
ca Club, Elmer E. Smith, loader; lodge
statistics. C. E. Koerner reporter; musical
sKetcbes, Messrs. Minor, Hess and Senger;
address, A D. Miller. P. D.; violin solo.
Master Eddie Koerner; musical sketches,
vocal solo, Mrs. Fannie Styers; dialogue.
Misses Maggie and Pearle Cogswell; comio
songs, Harrv Willis; musical sketches, or-
chestra; social and refreshments. The hall
was well tilled, and the audience all en-
joyed the entertainment. The lodge was
organized Feb. 12, 1S74, with fifteen char-
ter members. It now has 141. The contri-
butions to the widows' and orphans' fnnd
bave been $15,084. Twenty-tw- o deaths have
occurred, and tho beneficiaries have re-
ceived 44.000. Tho lodge has paid to sick
brothers, 5,200.

Knights and Ladies of lion or.
Washington Lodge will confer the degree

upon two applicants to-morr- evening.
Martha Lodgo will make important

changes in its by-la- ws at its next meeting.
Grand Vice-protect- or Haught and several

members of Washington Lodge visited
Phcenix Lodge at its last meeting.

The resident officers of the Grand Lodge
and lodge deputies, together with a com-
mittee from each lodge, will meet to-morr-

ovening at the hall of Washington
Lodge on business of the order.

The members of Washlnaton Lodge gave
Mrs. Laura Marriott, vice-protect- or of that
lodge, a very pleasant surprise party at
ber residence. No. 103 Columbia avenue,
last evening. Kefreshments were served.

The members of Pleasant Lodge, of
Bnghtwood. to the number of thirtr-tiv- e.

visited Washington Lodge last Monday
evening in a body to witness the degree
work. Kemarks were made by Organizer
Deputy Henry Wcssel, Lodgo Heputy
Charles Keahlintr and J. C. Burkhne. of
tha Grand Lodgo committee on law, who
accompanied the delegation. Pleasant
Lodge is the largest and most enthusiastic
lodge in the city.;

Chosen Friends.
Eureka Council has made a gain of sev-

eral young people.
Delta Council initiated two candidates

and entertained tbe visitors in its old-tim- e

way on Tuesday evening.
Venus Conncll entertains all the other

conucils on Tuesday evening next. A fine
programme has been arranged.

Trne Friend Council gavo a fine social
Tuesday evening, giving their friends a
treat in oysters, coltee aud dancing.

Alpha Council had two initiations Satur-
day evening, after which the members were
entertained with recitations and refresh-
ments.

Tbe councils are now sending in their re-
ports, and they show the order in a very
satisfactory condition. Tbe auditing com-
mittee of the Supreme Counoii has just fin-
ished auditing the books and find them in
perfect shape.

Crescent Council will entertain all the
councils in the State the middle of March,
when the initiatory work will be rendered
by Union Council team of Brichtwood. It
is working hard to surprise the Grand
Council delegates with their efficiency.

Grand Councilor Luther has issued bis
fourth letter, aud the members can now
make SHO in cash if they wish to work for
the order. Prizes are o tie red to the coun-
cils bringing in the most members. The
supreme councilor has aUo ollered a band-som- e

gold souvenir to those bringing in five
membeie by June SO.

Order pf Equity.
The supreme secretary is now away from

tho city on business for tbe order.
Taylor Council, No. S, admitted several

new members on Friday evening.
At the last meeting, five new members

were Admitted to Friendship CounciL
At the South-sid- e Council meeting, next

Wednesday evening.anumber of new mem-
bers will be initiated.

Indianapolis Council on Saturday even-
ing held a grab-ba- g and valentine social,
which was largely attended.

Eqnitas Council meets the second and
fourth Wednesdays. Several new members
were admitted at the last meeting.

Hoosier Council will give on Thursday,
Feb. 13, a musical and literary entertain-
ment. All members in the city are request-
ed to attend. Kefreshments will bo served.

'The Oriental League.
Thirteen new members were received

into Indianapolis Council, No. 1, last week,
Supreme Conservator Walrad visited

Greenfield Council. No. C and instructed
the ofticers in the work.

Indianapolis Council. No. 1, will give a
publio entertainment about tbe last week
in tbiit month. Besides recitations and
musical selections, the farce, "A Kegular
Fix." will be presented.

Grand Army.
At the social and entertainment to be

given by Anderson Post at their hall on to-
morrow. Monday, night, an exhibition of
the Edison phonograph will be given. Tho
Young America Club will furnish the or-
chestral music The celebrated Babcock
and Tuttle quartet will also appear. The
McCorkle family will also take part in the
programme.

Jtutldliifr Permit.
Building permits were yesterday issued

to the following persons: Mike Derleth,
repairs. SI Downey street, $75; Mary E.
Cain, repairs. CC5 North Mississippi street.

100; Desderaona Howland. repairs. Hill
avenue. $400; W. J. Basse, cottage. 13 Vir-
ginia avenue. $1,100; Charles Mayer & Co.,
addition to store building, 20 and 31 West
Washington strret. Wiilis Bivitt,
franiH hoiiKe. English avenue. $l,(XO; J. M.
and Anna Soger, addition. 170 North Illi-
nois Htreet. S'J.400; Margan-- t Applegate,
cottage, Woodside avenue, 1,050,
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IN OUR

SHOE DEPARTMENT

Wo have cut the prices of all
our Men's and Ladies' Shoes
from 25 to 40 per cent.

Twenty per cent, reduction
on all Slippers and Oxfords
and Boys' and Misses' Shoes,
and 35 per cent, off on all
Fancy Oxfords.

)
Li Zi A

IT IS FOR
THE PURPOSE
OF REDUCING-STOCK- .

RLCliARDS GO
& Co. and Geo. A. RtciiAUDi

Steam and Water Goods

& 64 West Marvland St.

W. G. WASSON & CO.,

130 INDIANA AVE.
fTelrplion 989.

J

.
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wvr l. Ayres vo.
oumta, u im iu.
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Embarrassinc filunder in Making Ont
tbe Cast for an Amateur Sbow.

How Sirs. Beckwiih Brown Was Persuaded to
Accept an Important Part Lucky '

V7aj Out of the Difficulty.

F the indefinite num-
ber of clubs in In-

dianapolis'Ml not a few
are histrionio in their
urpose. One of the
eauties of an ama-u- r

play is that it
loesit usually mat-
er much whetherthe
oarta are cast with
iny view to fitness or
lot, just so they get
jopular people in the
play who have ac--
luired some reputa

tion for acting. Thus
.it happens that com- -

SsJ-nittee- s in chargo fre--
luently make out the
asts without a very

thorough knowledge
f tbe play, and this

a ' m habit gave rise to a
rather embarrassing
'situation tbe other
night. One of tbe
numerous dramatic
clubs expects to pro-

duce a play in the
near future and Mr. and Mrs. Tomlinson
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Bronson Jones and
Mr. Lavender Kobinson compose tbe ex-

ecutive committee in charge. The half
dozen people who know this story will
recognize these names chiefly because they
do not lit. Tbe committee met early in the
week to make ont the cast. Each member
supposed that all the others had read over
the play, and did not care to expose tbo fact
that he had not. All had engagements
within the next hour, and it was unani-
mously voted that there was no time for a
joint reading of the play. They turned to
the dramatis personin and at once began
making out tbe cast. Tbe ladies came first,
and the second name was. "Mrs. Biddle. a
high-bre- d, high strung young society
woman."

"Oh, I knowJust the one for that," ex-
claimed Mrs. Tomlinson Smith. "Young
Mrs. Beckwith Brown will suit the charac-
ter to a T."

All agreed with enthusiasm. Mrs. Tom-
linson Smith must have surely read the
play and knew allabont it. Moreover, Mrs.
Beckwith Brown was a beautiful young
woman of marked histrionio ability and
able to do honor to any role, no matter how
difiicult.

"I shall see hor at Mrs. Belden's party this
very night," said Mrs. Tomliuion Smith,
"and I know I can persuade her to take it."

She did. A couple of houra later she bad
Mrs. Beokwith Brown cornered in the la-
dies' cloak-roo- m. "Now, my dear," she
said sweetly, "wo are so anxious to make
the plav a big success, and we'vo got you
cast for Mrs. Biddle, a young society
woman. You'll help us ont, won't youf
Really, I don't know what we shall do if
you refuse; but we just won't takonofor
an auswer!"

Mrs. Beckwith Brown really didn't know
about undertaking anything else. She was
chairman of live or six committees, which
had doings to arrange for as many various
organizations in the immediate future, and
she had at least seventeen papers to pre-
pare and read before as many different
clubs, and all before April 1, when the
fool-kill- er wonld be due for bis annual
visit. However, if they positively couldn't
get anybody elBe able to carry tbe part she
would make tbe effort, but she knew this
life of manifold duties would drive her to
an early grave or to the insane asylnm.

"Oh, I'm so glad!" bubbled Mrs. Tomlin-
son Smith. "Positively, wo don't know an-
other woman in town who could begin to
carry the part as you can. Now yon must
come to Mrs. Bronson Jones's to-morro-

w

evening. The committee and all the rest
of the cast will be there and will bave a
joint reading of the play. It seems cruel
to rush things so. but you know, we have
to give it in two weeks, and thereis very lit-
tle time to prepare tbe costumes and study
the lines. So sweet of you to help ns, dar-
ling. I'm so delighted. I mnst ruurigbt
down and tell Mrs. Bronson Jones and Mr.
Kobinson that we've captured you!"

"Oh! I do hope I'll have time to learn
the lines!" - exclaimed Mrs. Beckwith
Brown. "Hadn't I Letter bave Beckwith
telegraph for one of the books w

so it won't corne too late!"
"Oh, that's nil arranged, dearest! I bad

Tomlinson teletrraph early this morning
and will leave them at Mrs. Eroueon Jones's
to-morr- ow evening. Oh, 1 just know you'll
do beautifully!"

The ifhxt evening the committee met in
Mrs. Bronson Jones's cozy library, but the
only member of the cast that appeared
was Mrs. Beckwith Brown, accompanied by
ber husband. The others had made engage-
ments they could not break before being
notified. They decided to read the play aloud
anyhow, and to Mr. Tomlinson Smith was
assigned the task. Ho was a delightful
reader, and brought out all there was in it.
The play proved exquisitely f uany, and as
it was all new to tho members of the com-
mittee they became deeply absorbed in it.
The merry jests of tho play wrlght met with
responsive laughter, flr.d a disinterested
obsprver been in the library ho might have
noted that as the reading went on tbe in-

terest of Mr. and Mrs. Beckwith Brown be-ca- me

more and more intent, taking nt last
ench a watchful turn that they were nn-
able to appreciate all tho sparkling humor
of the piece. When the laughter becamo
hilarious on the part of the others it was
reflected in their faces only by a rather
puzzled smile. r

When tbe reading was somewhat more
than half over Mr. Beckwith Brown seized
the opportunity of a pause between acts to
say rather etitily that he was very dubious
about bis wife taking part. She had so
awful much on her hands that be had very
grave fears lest her health might break
down.

"Oh, my dear Mr. Brown;" interrupted
Mrs. Tomlinson Smith. "We cannot bear
to anything of tbe kind. This play is just
delicious, and wo must have Mrs. Brown to
make it go!"

Mr. Beckwith Brown was squelched, and
Mrs. Beckwith Brown said never a word,
but had any member ot the committee
thought to watch her a moment be might
have observed a look of. fury in her
eye and a vicious biting of ber
pearly teeth upon her blood-re- d lips,
but . apparently she did not caro
to trust herself to utterance, and she held
ber tongue while the reading proceeded.
The reading was finished, and the gabble
of "Splendid!" "Isn't it funnvf" "Big hit!"
etc., broke loose. Mr. and Airs. Beckwith
Brown did not join iu. Mrs. Beckwith
Brown sought the hat-rac- k, while Mr.
Beckwith Brown, very stiff and very cold,
besought Mrs. Bronson Jones's attention
long enough to say good night. Mrs. Bron-
son Jones, a dear, innocent little woman,
hurried into the hall and begged them to
stay. Refreshment would be in in a mo-
ment, and it wonld be so much fun to dis-
cuss the play over a bit of punch and dev-
iled ham nandwicb. No; Mr. and Mrs.
Beckwith Brown most hurry home, aod
they did not bother much about excuses.
Would Mrs. Jones kindly say good night to
the others for themf They know their
poor Henry must be frozen, perched upon
tbe box of their carriage, and they must
hurry.

"I I wonder what's the matter with tbe
Beckwith Browns!" asked innocent little
Mrs. Bronson Jones, rather breathlessly
when she got back to the library. "They
seemed so queer! I I think 1 remember
they looked worried once or twice while
the play was being read. I I wonder if
Mrs. Brown didn't like her part!"

"What was her part!" askod Bronson
Smith.

"Blest if I know," chipped in Lavender
Robinson. "What waa it. Mrs. Smith! You
captured her tor us. Isn't she leading
lady!"

"Why, of course she is," replied Mrs.
Tomlinson Smith. She plays Mrs. Biddle."

"(ireat Scott!" cried Mrs. Tomliuson
Smith's husband In horror. "That ain't
the leading lady. I don't believe there's
any Mr. Biddle in the play! I don't re-
member her, though there's plenty of her
scape-grac-e husband."

A scramble wus made for the dramatis
persons page, and there waa the name, big

Bright Boy, Who Caused Trouble by His
Method of Procuring a "Property" Hat.

Minted with tha People of Chili-rostmis- -terV

Sa!aric Governor and the Express-

men Cculd Mike & Lemon Pie.

A mild-mannere- d citizen, 'who didn't
know wnether be bad a grievance or not.
wandered into this office fhe other day. A

lew weeks ago. dressed in his Sunday best,
' with a new silk tile, be gladly escorted bis
little daughter to Sunday-schoo- l enter-
tainment, given on a Wednesday evening
at Plymouth Church. Tho whole entertain-luen- t

proved very pleasing but a little
play, the part of a triend, in which a tramp
figured, pleased the children rnost of all.
After the exercises were over the mild gen-

tleman was finable to find bis bat in the
vestibnle where ho bad left it. Stationing
himself at the outer door he asked each
gentleman if be was sure he bad the right
bat. Some answered him pleasantly and
some gruffly, while others grew facetious.
One good deacon advised bim to watch for
any man who went ont with two hats on
while another rowed be bad seen Deacon
13 sneaking out the back way with it
tinder bis arm.

Finally all bad gone, as be tbonght. ex-

cept the janitor and bis tvro children, and
be was dreading to start ont In the raging
snow-stor- m bare-beade- d, when two of the
young men, who bad taken part m the lit-

tle dram v appeared. He told them of bis

plight. One of them, "the tram p." remem-
bered that at tha last moment before the
entertainment commenced, be had dis-roTer- ed

that no bat bad been provided for
bis make-u- p and bad sent a boy outto hunt
one np. Perhaps the boy bsd gone only as
far as the vestibnle iand had seized tne
mild gentleman's hat. Would he step back
and examine? The gas bad been
tnrned off, but they groped
their way back to tho stage
and by means of lighted matches were en-
abled to overhaul the valise containing the
wardroke ot the tramp and there, wrapped
inside of an old rairgedy:' coat, was the
victim's hnnday-tfo-to-meetm- g hat. bat-
tered and distignred out of all semblance to
its former giosy self, for tho boy bad been
very successful in making it resemble, on
such short notice, the hat of a tramp.

"I don't care," snid the mild-mannere- d

cihzen.whenbJ bad finished bis tale of woe.
"I don't euro to ntneb for the ruin of the
bat as that it necessitated a lontr. round
about walk borne through the darkest
utrcets with my littte girls, as with such a
bfadgear it was iiiiponsililn for me to appear
in a street car. I don't blame the boy. but
J would like to ask bim if that was acting
the part of friend.'"
"1 was a very near neighbor to Chili for

a number of years," remarked Maj. W. D.
Kittell, of 'the Kabn Tailoring Company,

as I waa located in tho province of Ta-rapa- ca,

Peru, then adjoining Chili, bat
now a part of that conntry. I lived at
Iqulqne, having gone there in 1875, and re-

mained until the great earthquake of 1S77

ehook me out. I was one of tbe firm of
Wallace. Kittell Sc Co.. amalgamators of
silver ore. We bad leased nine old Span-i- h

mines which had been worked about
1710, but had long remained neglected. In
those early mining operations tho finest of
the ore was selected and the refuse would
be dtimpea at the mouth of the mine. It
was this refuse we thought we saw money
in. aa it averaged all the way from 10 to
gtt) a ton. Tho cost of working it was so
great, bowovcr, and the difficulties so nu-
merous that the ventnro proved unprofita-
ble. We bad another enterprise there.
We condensed pure water from the sea
water and sold it to Iquique, where there
is no water unless thev bring it from tLe
mountains eighty miles away, as no raiu
lalis on that coast.

"The great enterprises on that coast are in
the hands of the Kuglish. and all the revo-
lutions have Johnny Hull in them some-
where, and always on a commercial basis.

bave a personal knowledge of that fact.
Iquique is the outlet for iodiue and enorm-
ous quantities of saltpeter. There were
two tirniM there controlling tbe saltpeter
trade. Gibson & Co., of London, with a
capital of SD.0C0.00O, and Uildenneiater fc
Co.. of Berlin, with a capital of 64.000.000.
Thvse firms, as did all other shipper?, paid
to the govrn:n?nt an export duty of 40
cents on the hundred pound. About this
time a citizen named Peroli, who bad boon
one of tho Cabinet ot a former President,
thought ont a plan lor a nice-- lit-
tle revolution, lhat was in ISTti. Ho
come to an understanding with these salt-
peter tiruis if they would furnish bim with
lnnda he would, when ho took charge of
the government, reduce the export duty
one-hal- f. After this arrangement was en-
tered into tbe shipment of nltpeter stop-
ped altogether aud the revolution went on.
Peroli and bis adherents seized tbe
Peruvian warship liuascarand ran down
tho coast to Aric.. There the coal gave out.
Coa!, which is all imported from Kngland,
is nsnally sold at $15 a ton in gold. An
Knglish vessel bad come iu with coal and
the revolutionists took what they wanted
fnn the Pritish captain, giving
bim a voucher ' for it. Ho let
them have it after entering a
formal protest. He wns perfectlr willing
to be robbed, as be knew bis conntry would
sen to it that he got full pay and a bonus,
no matter which side won. The English
minister at JLima was notified, and a
Pritiflh war i . id. the hab. vas eut after
the Hnaacar. Jtlired a number of nine-inc- h

steel shott through her, the Huasca
surrendered, and was turned over to a
Knglish cousnl, McNair. Tbe Shah re-
turned to Caliao, and inside of six weeks
tho Iluaicar was turned ver to the Peruvi-
an government. wLfcb indemuilied
thff captain for the coal that had
been taken. Ho was not only paid
Sis a ton for the coal, but Si",(00
additional. That's the way tbo English
do business on that coast. lo not suppose
the advance made by the saltpnter men tit
the revolutionists was lost. They found
some way to recoup, yon may well believe.
Tbe Chilians, like the Peruvians, are a hot-
headed, impulsive people. Thev are polite
and hospitable, misinformed as to
most of the affairs of the world,
call their country a republic be-
cause tbe word has an attractive
tound, but know no more of what consti-
tutes a. true republic than a pig knows
about paradise. There are no honest peo-
ple in official position; corrnpticn is with-
out limit. Tbe politics of the country
largely rest upon the saltpeter-fields- , and
these are controlled by English capital.
These fields are inexhaustible. Knlo over
them and they look like thawi-- d snow.
Those near iquiqun are about nine miles
from the coast and four thousand feet or
more above sea level."

C. A. Kenyon ia responsible for thia
little story. 1 lived for a time,' said he,

in a little town ont West in which one of
tho best-know- n characters was a gentle-
man named Michaux. a remarkably well-edncat- ed

man. II was eouietbiug of a
poet and a literary diiletant. He
Lad traveled all over the world, and. though
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