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Tae Demoerats in Congress could not
do President Harrison a greater service
than by giving him a chance to veto
free silver coinage.

Tae worker who places the greatest
number of sound Republican papers
where they will be regularly read is the
man who is doing his party the best
service.

SENATOR SHERMAXN'S eredentials were
signed by Williath MeKinley, jr. The
reading of his name as Governor of
Ohio caused the Democrata in the Sen-
ate to aquirm.

Tae veteran who sent the Journal the
Harter cireulars, noticed elsewhere,
writes that ““the veterans are pot afraid
that pensions will be paid in depreciated
currency while Harrison is President.”
And he is correct.

ABoUT two hundred moonshiners, in-
cluding prisoners and witnesses, are
pow in Louisville awaiting the disposi-
tion of their cases by the United States
court. It is astonishing what risks
men will take for the sake of dealing in

crooked whisky. !
———————
IT 18 very evident that the anti-snap

convention meetings in New York and
Brooklyn, despite the high character
and influence of the leaders in them and
the enthusiasm which characterized
them, bave not affected general Demo-

cratic sentiment in New York.
P
I Rhode Island the Cleveland Demo-

erats have actually stolen a march on
the Hill people by holding primaries be-
fore the calling of the convention to
rhoose delegates to the national conven-
tion. This method holds over the
“snap” device by a large majority,
S e T —_——Ca X Y

Tae New York Times remarks that
Senator Brice's alleged alliance with
McLean, of the Cincinnati Enquirer,
and his leaning toward Hill, “threatens
to destroy his popularity, such as it is,
jn his own State,” To which State of
Senator Brice does the Times refer?

It is a source of gratification to see
those Eastern papers which went wild
with ecstasy over the election of the
present House now allaying the fears
of their readers regarding free silver
coinage by remarking that there is no
danger from it with President Harrison
at the other end of the avenue. The
faith of the Cleveland mugwump in the
Preasident is as firm as that of the Hoosier
veteran.

Tine Democratic Philadelphia Record,
in speaking of the free-coinage men in
the House, says *““it is most fortunate for
the country that their power for mis-
chief is not commensurate with their
will.” In other words, the financial
gafety vof the country is assured by the
opposition of a Republican Senate and a
Republican President to the free silver
majority in the House. A good many
Democrats are quietly rejoicing, these
days, because their party has not control
of all branches of the government,

Toe Democrats in Congress are mak-
ing all sorts of side attacks on the pen-
sion system. One of the latest is a res-
olution introduced by Representative
Dickerson, of Kentucky, to cut off from
the pension rolls all employes of the
government, and all State and munici-
pal officers who rececive from their em-
ployment enough to sapport them with-
oni their pensions. All these attacksare
made under the pretense of economy or
of better serving those who are entitled
to pensions, but their true animus is ap-
parent. They aim to cripple the pen-

sion system.
m

A DEMOCRATIC exchange cautions the
party press against its disposition to
traduce its own leaders, and observes
sagaciously that it is not enough to say
that all will be united after the nomina-
tion. “A paper,” it says, ““which fills its
columns with attacks on Hill until the
convention cannot enthusiastically sup-
port him afterwards, or, if it does, will
have no influaence on its readers.” This
is a wise warning, though it comes rather
late. It seems evident that if the Dem-
ocratic nominee is not Hill himself it
will be Hill's man, and the papers now
rashly lb.uninz him will be in a sad po-
sition for party organs.

T —— T o ——

REPRESEXTATIVE Davis, of Kansas,

has introduced a bill in the House pro-
hibiting the use of railroad and other
passes and of telegraph franks by mem-
bers of Congress and the judiciary, It
provides that before any installment of
salary falling due to any one of the
sgforesaid officials is paid he shall certify
that during the period for which such
installment of salary is due he has not
traveied in the United States over any
railroad or by any of certain specified
publie coaveyances nor transmitted

messages by telegraph in the United
States at less rates than are paid by the
general publie for like service. In case
of failure to make such statement the
installment of salary that would other-
wise be payable to him shall be forfeited
and remain forever unpaid. This is a
goed bill, but it stands about as much
chance of becoming a law as the Demo-
cratic majority in Congress has of goiung
to heaven in a chanot of fire,

THE APPEAL OF A PRIGHTENED STATESMAR,

TheJournal has received from a patron
in a nelghboring county an envelope
upon the upper left corner of which is
printed in red ink:

Postmaster! Please seo that there is not
A moment's delay in the delivery of this
letter to ——

Down in the center of the envelope is
the address, *““The Commander of the G.
A. R. Post, No. —,” also in red ink. The
words requesting immediate delivery
are also underscored, so that with red
ink, exclamation points, nnderscoring
and language, the effect of the envelope
ia startling, and, as it bears the stamp
of the Washington postoffice and the
date of St. Valentine's day, the recip-
ients of thousands of such letters must
open them with mingled emotions of
surprise and expectancy. The contents,
however, must have been disappointing
to many at first sight; but the more
they ars considered the more important
they must appear. The larger half
sheet is dated at the House of Repre-
sentatives, addressed “To Commander
of Post, Grand Army of the Republic!”
in large and black letters, and has the
name of ““Michael D. Harter, Fifteenth
Ohio district,” at the bottom as the
author., The larger circular Mr. Harter
begins as follows:

A movement is now on foot which will
work more injury to the veteran soldicrs of
the United States than all other influences

which can be marshaled or brought to-
gether.

“Marshaled or brought together” is a
very ewmphatic phrase. ‘““Marshaled” is
so much of a collective word of itself
that it would seem unnecessary to add
force to it by adding “brought to-
gether.” In fact, when “marshaling” is
well done, there is not mnch left to be
“brought together,” but doubtless the
magnitude of the prospective injury
warrants the piling up of figures of

speech, Mr. Harter then procecds as
fellows:

I allude to the proposition to give to 871%
graius of silver a legal-tender value of 100
cents. It is called free coinage. ‘T'his
amount of silver bullien 18 worth leas than
70 cents, and, owing to the rapid increase
in the production of silver, it is not un-
likely to fall unsil the value of 371'% grains
of silver will be less than 60 cents. This
simply means that if a free-silver bill be-
comes & law, & veteran who now getsa
pension worth to him 84 a month would re-
ceive actually bus £2.50,

Mr. Harter goes on with other state-
ments showing the extent of the injary
which a free-silver law would inflict
upon the pensioned veteran, his widow
or his feeble parents. Agninaddressing
himself to the commanders of Grand
Army posts, he says:

It wouid appear to be a daty which yon
owe to them [the pensiovners| and to the
cause of humanity and justice, that you
should write or telegraph at once to your
member of Congress and to the Senators
who represent you here, to oppose this
scandalous measure of clasa legislation.
It will be no waste of time or mouey 1f
you both telegraph and write, nor shounld
an hour’s time be lost by you in so doing.
I would suggest that you personally tele-
graph and write first, and that you then
call a meeting of the post and take promps
official action.

The smaller circular in red ink is yet
more urgent. It remarks that the coin-
age question is not one of party polities,
that it rises above partisanship because
the honor of the country is at stake.
Proceeding, Mr. Harter exclaims:

The conntry’s good faith, not only to its
living soldrers, is hronght 1n gquesticn, bnt
if & so-called free-coinage bill becomes law
the widows and orplans of the Nation's
dead will be robbed by the laws of the land
they died to sdve. The law would work a
monstrous wrong, for from the moment it
goes on the statnte book i1t represents over
§45,000,000 a year taken from ex-soldiers,
their widows and orphans,

This startling statement, with the lig-
ures in staring, full-face type, is fol-
lowed by another appeal to post com-
manders, to the effect that *“your per-
sonal remonstrance by telegraph ought
to reach your Congressman and Senator
within forty-five minutes after you read
this letter.” Such langnage as this, nside
from the negleet to observe ordinary
rules of grammar, shows how desperate-
ly in earnest Mr. Harter is,

And who is Michael D. Harter, M. C.,
of Ohio? “A Republican,” some one
will declare, “trying to use the Grand
Army for political purposes and to turn
the veterans against the free-coinage
bill,” which the Demoeratic Bland com-
mittee has reported to the House and
upon which that body must pass at an
early day. Mr., Harter is nothing of
the sort. Ile is a Demoecrat—in fact, a
Democrat of Democrats, being a mem-
ber of the Cobden Club of London, and
proud of the fact—a Democrat who has
“used voice and pen” in behalf of free
trade for many years, Mv. Harter has
the sense to see that the passage by the
Demoeratic House of the free-coinage
bill, which stands at the head of its
calendar, will, in all probability, lese
the Democratic presidential candidate
the States of New York, New Jersey
and Connecticut. He wants post com-
manders to telegraph “in forty-five
minutes” after reading his circulars,
because the House 18 forcing the Bland
bill, and he hopes that the Grand Army
in Indiana will deter Bynum, Parrett,
Bretz, Brown, Cooper, Martin, Shively
and other Demeocrats, pledged by their
State and distriet platforms in 1800 to
vote tor a free-coinage Dbill, from kevep-
ing their promises. He, a Democrat,
who was not in the army, proposes to
use the Grand Army of Indiana and of
the North generally to frighten West-
ern Demoeceratie Congressmen in order to
save the organization from disaster next

November, That is what Mr. Harter is
trying to do.

While it is probable that Mr. Harter
has overestimated the extent of the de-
preciation of the purchasing power of
money if the country should be foreced
to a silver basis, there ia no question
that it would be considerable, and that

‘the panic resulting from the change

would amount to a calamity. Never-
theless, it is a Democratic measure, in-
dorsed by the Democratic State conven-
tion in Mr. Harter’'s own State last sum-
mer, and demanded by every Demo-
eratic State convention in the West and

South in 1800, It is before a Demoecratic |

House pledged to pass it by the action
of a Democratic committee, and if that
House is forced to a vote on the bill
four-fifths of the Democrats will vote
for it. With a Democratic Congress
and President, if he were any man now
spoken of except Mr. Cleveland, the
free-coinage bill would be a law in
forty days. No intelligent man now
fears it, becanse Benjamin Harrison is
in the White House. Bat while the free-
coinage bill is not an impending danger,
the opinion of an intelligent Democrat
in Congress that it is *“‘a scandalons
measure” and “a monstrous wrong”
should be remembered.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT.

A little pamphlet written by Hon.
Thomas H. Dudley, formerly United
States consul at Liverpoel, presents
some facts and figures which furnish
considerable food for thought. They
are not new, but Mr. Dudley’s manner
of presenting them is striking. He says
that in 1861, the DBritish census year,
the population of the United Kingdom
was 28,027,485, In 1890, the American
census vear, the population of the United
States was 31,443,321, or a little more
than 2,500,000 in excess of the Dritish.
Thirty years later, in 1801, the United
Kingdom had 87,740,283 people, and in
1800 the United States had 62,869,286, or
more than 25,000,000 in excess of the
population of Great Britam. The figures
show that while the population of Great
Britain increased 33 per cent., that of
the United States increased 100 per
cent. How is this to be accounted for?

In 1860 the wealth of the United States
was estimated at about £16,000,000,000,
and that of England at about £30,000,000,-
000. In 1890 onr wealth was computed to be
over £60,000,000,000, and that of England
about $40,000,000,000, In other words,
while the wealth of England was in-
creasing 33 per cent., that of the United
States increased 400 per cent., in spite
of our destructive civil war, How is
this to be accounted for?

In the fifteen years from 1876 to 1800
the balance of trade against England in
her dealings with other nations was
£7,773,432,432. In the same period the
balance of trade in favor of the United
States was £1,650,445,146. How is this to
be accounted for?

These facts show that there is some
fundamental difference in the economic
conditions and policies of the two coun-
tries, owing to which the population,
wealth and trade of the United States
are incressing in a much more rapid
ratio than those of Great Britain, If
this is not owing to the difference be-
tween protection and free trade, what is
it owing to? At all events, as long as
we can continue to distance England in
the race of prosperity, would it be wise
to exchange the policy under which we
are doing that for the policy under
which she is falling behind?

TYPHUS FEVER.

Typhus fever was a term formerly
used interchangeably with typhoid, but
it differs from that disease in several re-
spects, It is moredifficult to control,
and is more contagious than typhoid.
It originates in crowded tenements or
on shipboard, where immigrants are
buddled together in cramped and un-
ventilated quarters, the cleanly and the
filthy together, with no proper sanitary
protection., But although it is a filth
disease and is likely to develop in the
siums, it may be contracted by those
enjoying the most healthful sarround-
ings through chance contact with in-
fected persons. The carelessness shown
by the sanitary inspectors at New York
in permitting the diseased immigrants
to pass them cannot be too severely
condemned. Itis commonly thought by
the publie that such matters are care-
fully watched and suspected passengers
quarantined, but the number of these
typhus-fever patients who have been al-
lowed to go free and scatter themselves
about the country leads to the suspicion
that the inspectors are overly anxious
pot to cause the steamship companies
the expense of quarantine. The econ-
gressional committee of investigation
shonld lose no time in looking into the
matter and laying the responsibility
where it belonga.

FREE-TRADE OBJECTIUN TO CHINESE EXCLU-
SION.

The Indianapolis News seems not to
be pleased with the Sherman bill to ex-
clude Chinese from the United States.
It is more drastic than the present meas-
ure, it says, and will give the Chinese a
pretext to sever entirely the somewhat
strained relations that already exist be-
tween China and the United States, and
in view of its features it is absurd for us
to marvel at the hostility exhibited to-
ward our own citizens who obtrude them-
selves into China. As for the hostility
which has recently been exhibited, it
has extended generally to missionaries,
as Chiuvese cartoons show, while other
demonstrations of violence toward
Americans have extended alike to all
foreigners and were those of mobs hos-
tile to the government., Ex-Minster
Young, who knows as much of the de-
sires of the Chinese government as any
man in this country, has asserted that
those high in authority do not wish to
have the natives of the cmpire seek
other lands. As a matter of faet, our
relations with China are notso “strained”
as to prevent the increase of our trade
in cotton cloths from 27.000,000 yards
in eleven months in 1890, to 76,000,-
000 yards during the corresponding
period of last year. And yet the hos-
tility of the News to the exclusion of
the Chinese is a most logical sentiment.
It believes in its right to buy in the
cheapest market, whether it wants cheap
produets or cheap labor. The Chinese
ave the cheapest laborers outside of In-
dia. They are the survival of the fit-
test, because all Chinese of weak con-
stitutions die in childhood. They can
subsist on food upon which an American
laborer would starve. Where they
come in contact with American labor,
so as to compete, the latter disappears.
Open our ports to the Chinese and they
wonld supersede all other hired labor on
the Pacific coast in a few years, becaunse
it is cheaper. The free-trader claime
the right to purchasc the cheapest labor
as well as the cheapest coat in the

world. Indeed. below a certain figure,

cheapness in coats is cheapness in labor,
Then the Chinese are an imitative people,
and ere long they could be taught to
run street-cars, and thereby enable the
special monopoly of which the News is
the champion and defender to secure a
cheap and docile working force. But
the Sherman bill stands between Amer-
ican labor and the labor which all-round
free trade would introduce. Hence the

soreness of the News,
L s e

AMERICAN CORN IN EUROPE.

An esteemed friend of the Journal
asked a few days ago why the govern-
ment did not do something towards in-
troducing American corn into Europe.
He thought it would be a good thing for
the administration to take hold of, and,
besides rendering a public service, the
administration could benefit itself by
gaining the credit of opening a new
market for the great American cereal.

The adwinistration has done and is
doing the 'very thing suggested. The
subject of introduecing American corn
into Europe has engaged the attention
of the Secretary of Agriculture from the
very beginning of the present adminis-
tration, and he has been untiring in his
efforts to accomplish it. These efforts
have been intelligent and well directed.
With the approval of the President and
the co-operatiom of the Department of
State, all our ministers 2nd consuls
abroad have Dbeen inatructed to
exert themselves in calling the
attention of foreign peoples to
the value of Indian corn as an arti-
cle of human food, and to open the
way-for its use, The accomplishment
of thisis a work of time and labor.
Until recently foreign peoplea have
known very little, alinost nothing, of
our corn as an article of human food.
Our wheat they knew very well, but not
our corn. These people are very con-
servative and hard to change. They
are slow to adopt new ideas or
habits. Moreover, the ruling classes
and the press of Europeag countries
have fostered a prejudice agdinst Amer-
ican products which is not easily re-
moved. DBat, notwithstanding these
difficalties, the work ot introducing corn
m Europe is making good headway.
Far more has been accomplished in that
direction during the present administra-
tion than iu all the previous years be-
fore. Official statistics recently pub-
lished show that during the fiscal year
1801 there were £757,692 worth of corn
exported, while this year the exports of
corn during the month of January alene
amounted to 87,590,967. That this enor-
mous incrense 18 largely due to the
efforts of the Secretary of Agriculture
thore can be no doubt. Not only has
he secured the co-operation of our for-
eign ministers and consuls, but he has
employed a special agent to go from
place to place in Europe, and through
the press and by other agencies inform
the people in regard to the merits of
corn. This agent is an enthusiast on
the subject and thoroughly acquainted
with all its phases. He is able to cook
the different preparations of corn and
show the people how to use them., He
holds publiec meetings and lectures on
the subject. He gives receptions and
introduces dishes made of corn. This
work is beginning to tell, The result is
scen already in the large inerease in the
exportations of corn, and will, no doubt,
be still more manifesat in the near future.

IT is not a pleasant fact 1o record that
the indieations point to another strike
of the street railroad employes. The
Journal has already expressed its opin-
ion as to the unwisdom of such a step so
far as the men are concerned. That
they conld succeed in tying up the read
for several days to the serious loss of
the company and the great inconveni-
ence of the public is undoubtedly true,
but it is very questionable if they could
succeed in earrying their main point.
If the Journal believed they could carry
their point in a reasonable length of
time by a simple strike and without vio-
lence it would advise them to do it, for
they have better ground for striking
now than they had before. Since the
arbitration the president of the road
Las not treatod them fairly, and while
he may not have violated the letter of
the decision of the arbitrators, he cer-
tainly has not observed its spirit. The
recent discharges of men for trivial of-
fenses show a disposition to draw the
line against individuals, which savors
of vindictiveness, if not of tyranny,
Yot we cannot but think that a strike
would be unwise, and that the men had
better bide their time for some better
mode of settloment. They could not
make their strike effective without vio-
lent interference with the rights of
others, and that conld not be defended

or tolerated,
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Mr. GEORGE W.SHANKLIN, writing to
the Evansvillée Courier from Washing-
ton, presents some breezy observations
on the presidential outlook froma Dem-
ocratic stand-point. Of Hill and Gor-
man he says:

Doth of them hold 1n supreme contemvt
convictions of any kind except the ruling
one with their class, that the end justities
the means, Neither of them would scruple
at any act, if it may be justified within the
forms of law, that would win party suceess,
and neither of them deems Party success
worth striving for that does not bring to
them the means, in the form ol public pat-
ronuage, to strengthen their own following
and advance their own ambition, To be a
Democgrat with them is to use the Demo-
cratic party to exploit themselves, and
whethér Defhocratio success means tariff
reform or protection, free colnage or mono-
metallism, is & matter of noeconcern totjem,
provided Democratic success toats themon
the top of the wave and places in their
hands the mmeans to extend and enlarge
tueir personal power.

For a Democrat that is not bad. Mr,
Shanklin thinks Hill has killed himself
aud that he will be able te kill Cleve-
land unless the Democraey outside of
New York ean nominate and elect him
without the aid of that State. On the
whole, the Democratic family does not

scem to be a very happy one at present.
AT I S

Ix his report in faver of free silver
coinage Mr. Bland repelled the idea that
anybody would be compelled to ex-
change gold for silver or could possibly
lose anything by the subatitation of sil-
ver for gold. It is true that the law
could not compel any person to accept a
silver dollar for a gold one, but by mak-
ing the silver dollar legal tender all
creditors, all wage-carners and all per-
sons to whom money payments are due

would have to take a seventy-cent
instead of a one-hundred-cent dollar.
Under the provisions of Mr. Bland’s bill
not only the United States, but every
State, every county, every city, every
township, every school district, every
railroad, every bank, every insurance
company may purchase silver ballion,
and with every one hundred dollars’
worth of it obtain from the mint 130
legal-tender silver dollars and pay off
their creditors with it. This is, ineffect,
a compulsory substitution of silver dol-
lars for gold dollars, with a profit to the
debtor of 30 cents on every dollar. As
for the mine-owner, he would have a
still bigger bonanza. He would not have
to buy his bullion, but, digging it out of
the earth, he would be entitled to have
it coined and stampéd by the govern-
ment at the rate of £1.30 for every dol-
lar’s worth of silver.
)

AFTER the anti-anap-convention meet-
ing in New York the Sentinel remarked
ag follows:

If Senator Hill's committee 1gnores the
request for a postponement of the State

convention 1t will assume a grave responsi.
bility and expose the Dewnocratic party,
not only of New York, but of the entire
couﬁtrr. to a serious and wholly needless
pel -

By this time the Sentinel has observed
that Hill, Murphy, Croker, McLaughlin
and others have held a midnight confer-
ence and decided the question for the
committee., Indeed, it was nevera ques-
tion, and those persons must have been
very verdant who imagined it would be.
Therefore it is fair to assume that the
“peril” which the Sentinel saw is as
“serious” as it was a week ago,

SENXATOR WOLCOTT, oTColorado, says
in an interview, at Denver:

Only one who has lived in Washington
most of the time since Harrison’s inaugura-
tion can understand the baneful mmtinences
that are constantly coming from the White
House to hamper or defeat every effort
made by the free-coinage men for the bet-
terment of the status of silver money.

This is another way of saving that
only one who has lived in Washington
most of the time since Harrison’s in-
auguration can understand how strongly
bis influence is felt agaivst the adoption
of a policy that would drive gold ous of
the country and compel the people to
take seventy-cent dollars in order to en-

rich the silver mine-owners.

A YEW years ago Oscar Wilde came to
this conntry and made a pile of money by
attitudinizing before the public as an apos-
tie of sweetness and light. His so-called
lectures were as many bushels of chatf to a
grain of wheat, yet people flocked by thou-
sands to hear him. Now the conntry is
pestered by a number of peripatetic peo-
ple, men and women, who profess to ex-
pound the principles of “Delsartean cult-
ure.” A hard-headed Scotebman who was
onoe asked what metaphysice was respond-
ed, “When a mon talks what naebody un-
derstands, and what the mon himself does
nae understand, that is meetapheesics.”
This definition would apply with very lit-
tle alteration to the Delsartean cult. But
because it is an empty name without any
relation to any practical subject people
think it must possees value, and flock to
bhear its peripatetic expounders jnst as
they used to ifock to hear the long-baired
Oscar Wilde. The late lamented Barnum
was right: the world loves to be hum-
bugged. "'

Sir EpwiIN ArRNOLD made his last ap-
pearance before an American audience, be-
fore starting for Japan, in New York, on
Monday. On this oceasion, before conclud-
ing his reading programme, he made some
remuarks in which, after referring to his
kind reception and treatment in this conn-
try, he said:

game to America her friend, I go away her
chalpion, her servant, her lover. I bave the
deepest conviction that the future history of
the human race depeunds for its happy deveio
mont upon that ftirm and eterual friend-
ship of the great Republic and of
the British emnpire, which is at once so necessary
abd so natural. Resolve on yoeur side of the At-
lnntlo, along with us who know yon on the other,
to allow no ignorance, no impatience, no foolish
passing passion to shake that amity. The peace
and progress of the earth are founded upon i,
and those who would destroy it are guilty of high
treason against humanity. Acecept, 1 pray yon,
and aliow e to express to others through this
large and representative assemblage, the sincere
gratitude I feel for the unbroken goodness, the
incomparable patlence, the quick appreciation
and the “sweot reasonableness” which I have
met with universally among American audi-
euces,

i
Tinar perennial nuisance, Mra. Frank

Leshe, is parading berseif before the New
York publicagain. This time she denies a
romor—originating with herseif, no doubt
—that she has become divorced from Mr,
Wilde, whom she lately married. She has
merely resumed her name of Leslie for bus-
iness purposes. When Mr., Wilde has
gained & name as great as her's she will
take his, bat not till shen, with more twad-
dlo of the same sort. Mrs. Leslie is &
notoriety-sceking. lond, conrse-minded per-
son, and the New York newspaper frater.
nity deserves commiseration because of
her persistence in hanging on to the out-
skirts and discrediting worthy people,

e ——
To the Editor of the InMmanapolis Journal:

1. Whnt reason was assigned jor the demone-
tization of silver in 18731 2. Was ihe Legizlature
which passed the Baxter temperance law Dem-
ocratic! ' J. H. P,

1. At the time silver was demonetized
the bullion in a silver dollar had, for forty
years or more, been worth more than the
gold bullion in a gold doilar. No silver dol-
lars of any consequence had been coined
for years, and only 8,000,000 during the ex-
{stence of the mints. The silver dollar had
become obsolete. The coinage laws were
being revised, and as the gold and silver
dollars had difforent values in the market
as motal, and as other countries were
adopting gold as the unit of value and
legal tender, the law dropped the
then higher-valuned silver dollar from the
coinage. At that time neither gold nor
pilver was in circulation, but depreciated
paper. There was no demand for silver
coinage until the fall in the price of silver
bullion. 2. No; the Legislature passing the
Baxter law was Republican.

To the Editor of the Indlianapolis Joarnal:

Are those who run stationary steam engines re-
quired to have licenses by the laws of gdlwal
ADER.

No such law can be found, though they
exist in other States,

To the EAdltor of the [ndiauapoiis Journal:
What was the total cost of the United States
war ship New York when ready for seal J. . L.
The New York is not ready for sea yet,

but the contracta call for $4,085,000,
P — e TR S TR e WL e
Only Give Them Rope.
Terre Hoaute Exypress.

Now 1t is said Congressman Jason Brown
willmeve in the House av investigation of
Judge Woods's conduet if the Senate con-
firms his nomination. Perhaps he wili, No
Republican will fear the effect. The fight on

Judyge Woods, from a pelitical stand-point
is iu the line with many events that will

mako sure the eloctoral vote of this State
for the re-election of President Harrison.
———--—
A Suggestion,

New Yorx Recorder.

Harrinon and Tracy is the latest couplet
that ramor brings from Wasmogton. Well,
there’'snothing the matter with that ticket,

STRONG COMPETING COMPANY

e

Ex-President Shafferand New York Cap-
italists in the Street-Car Field.

——

They Have Taken Up the Old Broad Ripple
Rapid Transit Enterprise and Promise
the Citizens' Company a Hard Fight.

- ————

Fraochises Which Had Been Withdrawn
Renewed by the Commissioners,

i —

Pointed Charges Made in a Petition and
Speeches Before the Board—Nature of
the New Electric-Line Contract.

———

NEW STREET-CAR COMPANY.

Mr, J. C. Shaffer and New York Capitalists
Go Into the Broad Ripple Scheme.

From what occurred yesterday 1t appears
that events are now shaping themselves
for an octive and moneyed competitor to
enter the field against the Citizens’ streel
railroad. It seems that the reorganized
Indianapohis & Broad Ripple Rapid-transit
Company, which bas, at intervals, been
laughed at and at other times treated like
a spoiled child, during the past year, is to
be the means of introducing & competing
system. ‘The reorganization was efiected
about two wecks sugo, and Mr. R. L. Bel-
kuoap, of New Yorkcity, areputed capitalist,
is the new president of the company.
While Mr. Bosson is sti1ll interested in the
company Dr. Light is the only officer of
tbe old company who continues to hold an
oflicial position with is.

The new president of the ecompany has
associated with bhim two or three other
New York men, who are already largely
interested 1n street-railroad enterprises in
New York, St. Louis and other cities. The

negotiations between Dr. Light and Mr.
Belknap began about three weeks ago, and
resulted in the Istter submitting a proposi-
tion to the efleot that if the franchises
could be secured and the Broad Ripple
company wounld agree to give him (Belknap)
acontrolling numverinthedirectory that he
would assame theresponsibility of buildin
the road. The proposition was accep
upon the condition that the franchise counld
be secured after Mr. Belknap had sent an
expert to this city to examine thoroncbl{
the situation. The New York people will
bave three of the five directors, A Journal
reporter was informed by a member of that
company that in all probability the Edison
General Company, the former coniractor,
will build the road. It 18 said that Mr,
Belknap and President Villard, of the Edi-
soncompany, are neighbors and are interest-
ed together in variouns financial enterprises.
Hardly had the street-railroad crowd be-
gun to gather in the commiasioners’ court
yesterday morning than 1t became known
that ex-President J. C. Shafler, who is still
8 director of the Citizens' company, was
interested in the new company, and in the
event of the franchise being granted he
would become ite resident umnurur in all
probability. Mr. Bosson, Dr. Light and
attorney Spencer were each asked if there
was any truth in the report, and each
maivtained a significant silence upon she
subjeot.
r. Shafier and Mr. Belknap are m
good {riends and if, as is expected, the
materializes Mr. Shatfer will represent
Preeident Belknap’s interests in the enter-

86,

Yesterday Mr. Shaffer received a tele-
gram from Mr, Belkoap stating that he was
on his way to this city. He reached here
early in the afternovn and was met at the
d?ot by Mr. Shafler who took him carriage
riding over the eitfr.

Mr. Shafler, while a director of the Citi-
zen’s company, has not received treatment
since his retirement as president that has
been calculated to imbue him with a very
xmdlf feeling towards that corporation.

A Journal reporter called unpon Mr.
Shaufler, at his residence, lastevening. “Mr.
Belknap,” said Mr. Shafier, “*will be here in
a littie while and you will have an oppor-
tunity to talk with him. We looked over
a part of the Broad Ripple electrie line this
afternoon, the city end of 1t. The line, as
heretofore described, will atart at the cor-
per of Washington and Delaware streets,
goes north on Delaware to New York, east
to East, north to Cherry, east to Bellefon-
taine, north to Fifteenth, west to Central
avenue, north to Thirtieth, thence to
the fair-grounds, and thence on to
Bread Ripple. These gentlemen from New
York bave asked me to take an interest
with them in the road, vbut thas far I nave
not adollar's worth of stock in it, and have
not pledged myself to takea dollar’s worth.
I am interested with them 1n other street-
railroad entesprises, and as | am a resident
here they are desirons to have me associa-
ted with tbem in the Indianapolis and
Broad Ripple venture. I do not know
what Indianapolis men will be interested
with them. Mr, A. L. Mason has been re-
tained as their legal adviser, I believe.”

sShortly afterward the reporter met Mr,
Belknap, who was in company with Mr,
Shaffer at the latter's residence. ““We pro-
pose.” said Mr. Belknap, “'to go ahead with
the road i1f the franchise is all right. If it
lhiad not been granted to-day ! would bave
turned on my beel and gone away—wouldn’t
bave bothered with it atall., Of gourse
this matter will have to be submitted to
our lawyers, who will decide whether we
can operate a road under the charter. Our
associates are men of large experience in
street railroad matters and have no inten-
tion of accepting a franchise which is not
thoroughly satisiactory to them.”

‘The reporter here asked who were in the
company. He had no desire to occasion
any distress, but the question created some
confusion. He was told that Mr. Bosson
was not in it bat that the probabilities
were that Dr. Light was stall in. Mr, Gold.
of New York, who accompanied Mr. Bei-
knap to this city, 18 not imn the
company, but is here en route
to Miohigan. Mr. Belkunap says his
New York associates in the enterprise are
Wm. G. Thompson and W, P. Stevenson.
The reporter ventured to ask the amonnt
of capital that these gentlemen could put
into an enterprise of this kind, and was io-
formed (not by Mr. Belknsp) that fifty
millious was a mere bagatelle to the eap-
italists who were ready to embark in the
Indianapolis and DBroad Ripple rapid-
transit Jine.

*“If everything is satisfactory,” said Mr,
Belkuap, “and we aceopt the franchise, we
can finish the road the entire length by the
first of August. We came 1w Mr. Shatler
becanse we have business relations with
bim in the East. We not only wanted
to get him nterested in  this road
but 1o get his judgment as to the practica-
bility of it. if the road is built you may
be assured that it will be done 10 first-class
style.”

Mr. Belknap, who is accompanied by his
wife, will leave for New Yerk this after-
noon.

BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS,

Petition Thrat Makes Interesting Reading—
Franchise Granted,

From 10 o’clock yesterday morning until
4 o’clock in the afternoon the office of the

County Commissioners was & place of
crowded activity. It wae the time set for
hearing the Broad Ripple people in their
plea for a grant of right of way outside the
city limits over certain streets, and before
noon considerable sensationalism had been
erowded into a short space of time. The
Indianapolis & Broad Ripple Rapid-transit
Company was organized about one Year
8go. Since then its career has been tem-
pestuous.

The company petitioned the Connty
Commasioners for and was granted a sbort
timeago a right of wey over certain streetbs,
from the city limits to the new Blate fair
grounds, upun the condition that a ¢ ri-
fied check for $10,000 should be depos.ted

by Mareh 7, ns an earnest that the road
would be bailt, Before this petition was

filed the Broad Lipple company had peti-
tioned the Board of Public Works for a re-
vival of its franchise inside the city limits

and unpon the advice of the city attorney it
bad been granted.

FRANCHISE WAS RESCINDED,
About a week ago the commissioners,
without any notifioation, rescinded their

action n the representat:
eldmlnxp.ro represeut g:.- g..d.m
that  their former

ol." Aﬂicll?‘:;.‘ .
AC was eoale to o
Broad R::';lj:‘. -

petion. The
aud their attorneys held that thas m.
action of the commissiuners was not loegal,
and that if the cheek for §19,000 was torth-
coming by March 7 they would be in
bound to ratify the contract. In the mean-
time it began to be whis about that
the commissioners had yielded to the se-
ductive biandishments of the Citizens
company by its best {riend, Mr. John Freg.
zel, and were about to dg;u tiat corpora-
tion the franchise asked for by the Broad
Ripple company. Everybody connected
with the commissioner’s court, however,
claim that Mr. Frenzel bas not yet peti.
tioned for a franchise over streets ontside
the city, notwithstanding the fact that he
bas been hovering about the couri-house
meun omuipresent hover for the past
Wee

Yeaterday lnmil:g.tho delegation that
bore down upon commiissioners was
quite large, and i1ts numbers were fre-
quently augmented by fresh arrivala Dr.
Robert C. Light headed the Broad Ripple
contingent, whkich incloded Joseph H. Fer-

uson, Josevh H. Campbell, Courtland

lue, Allen Blue, B. J. White, James Hofl-
man, Frank Hoflman, Jobn 8, Ferguson,

| Charles Flolander and Charles Fostran., It

numbered abont twenty-five. About forty
members of the street-car brotherhood
Were also present, togetber with represent-
atives of other labor organizations, bheaded
by Tom Gruelle. ['he brotberhood men lost
no time, but began wsetive work in the
interest of the petitioners. They button-
boled the commissioners individually snd
collectively, and Tom Taggart came in for
n good share, as it 1s well known that he
has considerable infinence over the com-
missioners’ conrt, William . presi-
dent of the old organization, was also
there, while Augustus L. Mason and Van
Vorhis & Spencer, the Broad Ripple at-
torneys, came propared for the fray. The

- petition tiled with the commissioners yes-

terday morning was prepared by attorney
A. L. Mason and 1s quite long. It recites
in detatl all the vicissitudes to which the
Broad Ripple company fell beir im-
mediately upon its birth and states the
present object of the company. It reads:

THE BROAD RIPPLE PETITION.
For some years a necessity has been foll, grow-
ing constantly more urgent, among the residents

and property-owners in Marion county in the
vicinity of the town of Broad Ripple and in the

territory lying between Indisnapolis and Broad
Ripple, for rapid street-railway commanication
with the city of Indianapolis. The development
of property values in this region has been held
back and the increase of population has been re-
tarded by the fallure to meet this great sad grow-
ing want. The investmment was pot an atiractive
one to italists for two reasons:

First—The matter of obtamining suitable en-
trance to the city of Indianapolis, and & right of
way to the center of the coity was greatly hawm-
pered by the rights of the existing Citizens’
street-railway Compauny, whieh had almost en-
tirely blocked every business route to the center
of the city h{ its own tracks, withont attempting
to furpish this suburban popuiation extending
tow Broad Bugplo auny strect-car facilities
whatever, altho earnestly urged to do so for
WMANY years. ,

Becoud— A second diffioulty was the faot that
this territory was new, undeveloped and not
thickly populated. Notwithstanding these dis-
couragetnents, this company was organized in
good faith, for the purpose of suppiriug this
need, and thereby henstiting the city of Indian-
apolis and the residents and pro Fy-OWDers
north of the eity in the direction of Broad Rip-
ple. Unfortunately, the city franohise was load-
ed down with bardens whioh still further injured
the prospects of the euterprise. A tolerable
route to the venter of the caty was aobiained, bug
with such Hmitations and restrictions of pecun-
jary nature as to make the succoss of the enter-
prise doubly diffleult.

The petition recites that on Aug. 5 1800,
the commissioners granted the company the
right to construct lines, speaking gener-
ally, at Illinois street from the Crown Hill
entrance to and along the Westtield free
gravel road and the gravel road on the east
side of the canal to town of Broad Rip-
ple; also, from the north corporation line of
Indianapolis at Peonsylvania street to its
northern termiuus, and from said northern
oo tion line at Central avenve and the
Allisonville and Fall-oreek giavel road, and
the Bugar Frl:.td;nnl road, snd the West-
field vel to the town of Broad Rip-

lo; also along Twenty-foursh street, from

llinois street east to Uentral avenue. The
conditions of this grant were very carefully
guarded,iwith proper restriotions made for
the benefit of the publie. Roads ana
briages were to be kept in us-ir. and the
fare wus to be 5 cents from Indianapolis to
Broad Ripple.

It was further required thas the com-
pany complete one or more of the lines be-
tween Droad Ripple and Indianapolis on or
before Dec. 1, 1880, or forfeit its rights, »
provision which the petition sald was too
stringent, inasmuech as the oerder was not
made until Aug. 6, 1500. if one of these
lines was in snocessful operation by Dec. 1,
1800, then the company was to have the
privilege of constructing lines on any of
the other routes during the following year,
but if not constrocted and in operation by
Dec. 1, 1860, then the right to theso addi-
tional routes was to be forfeited. The peti-
tion proceeds:

FOUND THE CITISENS" IN POSSESSION,

After receiving this grant the company, not-
withstanding the exceedingly short limit of tlne,
went to work in good faith, and began to be
aware of the full extent and tae resources of the
desperate opposition which was to pe made to
this or any other mew company entering the
fleld of the street-railway business in the city of
Indianapolis and vicinity. The Central-avenne

route, which was then, and remains, the only
financial practicable route for this ecompany to
the town of Broad Ripple, in view of the route
which has been obtained by this combpauy
through the city of Indianapoils, was found to
be under the control ot the owners of the Clul-
rens' street-rallway. Other obstacles and d4if-
culties were thrown in the way of this enterprice
by the enemies of the company. oo numerous to
be here elted. .

On Nov. 20, 1800, this company filed a briet
petition with this board, relwrring to the ob-
stacles which they had encountered, and asking
that they be permniited 10 modify the route pre-
viously selected, so as to permit them to occupy
any street or highway rupning north or sou
or east or west that might be ry for the
econstruction and operation ofthis road. Afrer
full consideration, it was ordered by this board
that tuis company have the priviiege of extend-
ing any street-rallway line or lines upon any
sireets or highways rupning vorth and south or
east and wesi, oounec with or run-
nin fnto  elther of the streets or
highways to which rights had previously
been granted. This board further extended the
yeriod for the construction and operation of the
road four months, tAat is to say, untdl April 1,
1891, upon the condition that the work be actu-
ally comnmenced prior to Dee. 1, 1890, This ex-
teusion of time, inasmuch as it covered ounly
four winter months, when strest-raliway oon-
struction was ymprecticable, was not sufiolent
for the construction of the road. Further, inas-
much as this exteusion was not granted until
Nov. 20, and it was required that work be com-
menced within ten days thereafter, it will be
seen that this company was most seriously
handicapped in point of time.

The petition reviews the other brief ex-
tensions, and says: ““The extensions of
time which were given, if they bad all
been taken together and embraced in the
oniginal grant, would have been safficiens
and reasonable, but the progress of the
company, at cach step, was hampered by
the fact that they were crowded into au

emergency by the uureasonable require-
ment of building ten or more miles of
electric street railway within three or four

months.”
FUT NEW LIFE IN IT.

Then comes a rather senszational charge
that Judge Martindale was working in the
interests of the Citizens’ company when
be presented the petition which he per-

suaded the State Board of Agriculture to
father and the commissioners to grant, to-
gether with a bhint at the reorganization.
The petition says:

After a period of defeat, and disaster, and Ini-
gation the looation of the new falr grounds in
the territory gave mew hife to the project. Be-
fore applying to thils board for another exton-
ston of Trauchise & new efdort 10 attract capital
to this Investment waa mnade, and this thine with
large promise of success. The first step, In or-
der 1o make these pegotiations suc I, Was
to secure an extenston from the clty of Indian-
apolls and frows your hoporable Lod! of the
franchises previously granted. The Board of
Publlo Works showed & desite W eon-
courage the investment of capital to the de-
velopment eof the suburbs of the elty, by
prompuy oflering an extension of the franehi

rovided a request for the ssmae, accom

y the exhibition of contracta the giving of
a suitable boud, was wade on or before the 18t
day of 1, 1=92. This time was indeed short,
but a \r application was made to this board
on o1 Feb. 5, asking an extension of thne
for t! Jgruction of the road until Sept. 1,
1892 or full consideration, this board on
said . o outered an order granting the exten-
slon, but connecting with it the condition that
by March 7 this company eoxhibii to the board
contracts for thz’:fomtrugku of the road, ac-
com fed by il n ctertified ebwok tor
uu.ﬁt.:l 10 be mnl"ua in case the road was
construeted within the time limited. The short-
ness of the lime uu::.ﬂ. lddld“m mﬁh
disap pointment to long whieh pre
Jectors of this euterprise had suflered. It wa




