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MOTHER BIGKERDYKE'S WORKTHE SANITARY COMMISSION pliances and tactics such as Napoleon employed
with his armies and such as the English had in
the Crimea, the deaths of our armies by dis-
ease would have reached the fearful aggregate
ot 3C8.O0O. in the ratio reached in those cam-
paigns. Thus it appears that the result of all
these labors and sacriiices by our loyal women,
of the abundant returns frm our ssnitary
fairs aod of the constant lov.ug, unremitting
care for the brave champions of the Union, has
been a saving of more than IS 4, C00 lives that
would otherwise have been viotims of the
malaria of Southern olimat-s- , the exposures of
the camp, the transport ship and the bivouac,
the in:ection of hospitals, the depression con-
sequent upon being forgotten and neglected
among strangers, homesickness and the slow
corrcsiou of constant auxiety for the loved ones
Jet t behind. Lis that were assuaged if not
abolished by the gvmpathetic care and tender
treatment of the "United States tfauitary Com-
mission."

THINGS AND PLACES TO BE SEEN.

folly of weak enthusiasts and well-meanin- g

but silly women. The Secretary of War issued
an order for "a commission of inquiry and
advice in respect of ice sanitary interests of
the United .States forces" and the i anitarr
Commission was born. IlevileJacd persecuted,
by these high in authority it still managed to
brow, and t!:e work it did was enormou, yet
i:s practical benefits hate never been nppre-c:ate- d

by the public, but the boys whose arms
aod legs and lives it saved have never lost an
opportunity to extol its ptaises. Tbe order
for its creation was issued June 9,161. Its
object v as to supplement government delicien
cirs, an J not in any way to substitute itself for
the government organization known as the
medical bureau. Its first duty wssto inspect
the ca npsanl hospitals to obtain an exact
knowlclce of the condition of the troops eo as
to aOfrltin what --.unitary measures were most
enfuiial, and to evolve some definite p'aa of
raising money to sustain the work.

kt:gixnino tiih woks.
Fortress ilonroe and some of the camps

around Wabhincton were first visited and the
inspector found that 'ihe tents were so
crowded at niht that the men were poisoned
by the vitiated atmosptiere, that the sinks
were unnecessarily and disgustingly offensive,
that personal cleanliness among the men was
wholly unattended to. that the clothing was of
bad material and almost always filthy to the
last degree. There reemed to
be an abundance of beef and pork, but under
army regulations, no green vegetables could be
provided. The consequence was that the army
was generally believed to be in great danger of
decisaation by acurvy and dysentery." The re-

ports from the eimpsinthe West gave the
same story, yet the first call for troops was then
leia than four months old. The commission
urged immediate reform and rigid rules.strictly

and hospital stores, besides which there was
a reserve train of over forty wagons for the
Army of the Cumberland. These acoompanied
the troops and moved op to the places selected
for the hospitals. This was usual. y so near the
line of battle that the wounded might be carried
but a little distance, acd yet be out of reach of
shot and shell, a here they might not be dis-
turbed, and tho surgeons and nurses might
work wuhout dauger. b'oitable grounds hav-
ing been selected men we're deluded to make
the necessary preparations. . T'ae hospitals
were established in dense woods and one set
began to out up by the roots the thick under
brusb, others to make brooms of the twigs,
sweep and level the ground and remove the
stones; another set to pitch the tents or buiid
arbors whera there was not likely to be sufli-eie- nt

canvas to cover the wounded; others to
make bunks of poles for the beJs, Another
set picked the green leaves o' the oak, the
chestnut or the pine to fill the bed tieks, or if
the ticks were not to be had, the leaves were
placed on poles laid on the ground. In front
of the tents large piles of leaves were laid upon
which the wounded were placed before they
were examined and dressed. There were three
piles (or each division hospital, correspond. nff
to the brigades, and before them were three
strong tables, provided with a pillow and cov-
ered with a rubber cloth the operating tables.
Over three hundred such hospitals were estab-
lished during tbe campaign, ai loug was the
line of march and so frequent theohan;eof
position. During the ten days before, railroad
communication it Acworlh was reached by
the army, twenty-fou- r large wagonloads of
sanitary stores were distributed clone to the
line of battle." All this for one army aud one
campaign alone!

WOEK IX TnS GREAT BATTLES.
At the battle of Gettysburg, where the re-

sources of the government medical bureau were
speedily exhausted, the United States Sanitary
Commission filled the breach with sixty tons of
De..ahablegooda alone, besides tho thousands
and thousands of garments end other necessaries
furnished. At Chickamaugua, where there
wero 10,000 wounded men, the government
supplies, rations, forage end all gave out. aod
the ten wagonloads that the commission man-

aged to get through helped to euocor the fam-
ished and starving men for two days after the
battle.

Most of the great battles of the war were
fought far away froru the supply base of the
armies engaged in them, and it is not easy to
overrate theugeny endured by those heroio
men, who, with mangled limbs aud uttrly ex-

hausted by faiigoe and hunger, were slowly
borne to the rear. These sulferinga were ren-
dered as comfortahle as possible previous to
starting by contributions from tbe commission's
stores. At convenient points they wero met by
special relief agents and were supplied by such
food and atimulents, cot?ee, coup and soft
bread, as would refresh them and keep up the
strength neoessary to eoablo them to reach tbeir
journey's end. '.these feeding stations were of
inestimable value during the campaign of the
armies cf the Tennessee, Georgia and Cumber-
land. General Grant and Geueial Sherman
both recognized the invaluable aid furnished

leaving tbe hospital ia careful bauds, she wect
up through central Illinois on a mission.
Wherever she stopped publio meeticge wen
called, end she addressed crowded houses. Fhc
told in her plain, blnnt way of the awful safer-in- g

aud the diro need of certain supplies. The
response was instantaceous and liberal. Twa
hundred cows and ens thousind hens were
contributed. Loading these into ears, which
she also pressed Into service, she returned ta
Memphis. Here her lire stock made such a
racket that th chivalry of the Southern city
rebelled and she was forced to corral her noisy
family elsewhere. The government gave her
a little island out iu the Mississippi ia front of
the city, aud here she established her dairy
and poultry farm, and supplied htr boys with
the delicaeies they so much needed.

After the surrender of Vicksburg, she left
the Memphis hospital and went with Sherman
oa his expedkioa to Jackson, cooking and car
ing for the sick aud wounded. This kind ot
campaigning was destructive to her dresses,
and though the pink of cleanliness she Lai not
a particle of regard for the quality, cut, or con
ditionof her clothes. While on one of ber ex
peditions North in l?tT for supplies she visited
Chicago, where her faded old dress, plentifully
open-worke- d by too close contact with camp
f res, excited pity as well as admiration, an J
feome wesltby womsn sent ber a box of cloth-
ing. Tbe linen garmeuta were riehly trimmed
w.th lace and embroidery, and the dresses cf
elegant material were heavy with fringes and
galloons. Mother Bickerdyke picked out on
or two of the plainest dresses and traded all the)
other contents of the box to rebel women
in exchange for necessaries for her "boys." ex-

cepting two trill night dresses which were ex
quisitely trimmed with lace and ruffes. Sht
kept these to take on a contemplated trip to
Cairo, where she thought the eould get more
money for them. At a place where aha
chenged cars on her way up, however, sho
found in a shanty near the depot two poof
lad wluse wounds were bleeding acd clothing
stiff with tiirt and blood. They were hungry
helpless aud penniless. Mother Bickerdyke
got some soap and water, and then out cam
those night gowns. The tads were torn off and
uted to bandar the cleaned wound, aud the
tops, embroidery, lace ruffles and ail were sub-
stituted for the soiled and worn-ou- t thirta.
What one of the women who stitched into
those garments loving thoughts and loyal
tears, would ever say that the aervloe the
performed was not a holy one.

SOME OF IIEIt OTHER SERVICES.
Mother Bickerdyke was ordered to Ilunts

ville, Ala., to straighten out a?airs in the
hospital there, and from there Sherman sent
for her to join tbe Fifteenth Corps when it set
out for Chattanooga. In the hospital on tha
north bank of the Tennessee river, on a slope
at the base of Missionary Bidge, 1,700 wounded
aod dying soldiers were gathered under htr
care. For four long weeka ahe wee the only
woman attendant. It was bitterly cold but tha
hospital was located in a forest, and big lo?
lires were built around the camp, which in a
measure abated the terrible cold
Ou these camp fires, Mother Bickerdyke made
tea and toast, aoup and coffee for her wounded
boys, and from a house torn down forth pur
pose Lunks were made forth helpless. Oul
of the bricks of the big chimney a dutch oveu
was built, in which ahe baked bread for the)
hospital inmates. Later afield hospital wast
established close t Chattanooga, aud Mother
Bickerdyke put in charge. Here she had an
other row with the surgeons and stewards
She found them robbing the sick of delicacies
sent by the Sanitary Commission, using then
tor their own table, or selling them to othera
and pocketing the money. She went to Gen
eral Graut and told him of this, a farming her be
lief that the aurgeous and stewards were
set of rascals, and remarked that her wcrd
need not bo relied on for evidence, but for th
General to go there in disguise sometime and
eee for himself. This advioe the General took,
and as a result six surgeons were degraded at
one time.

When Sherman started on the Atlanta)
campaign he sent word for Mother Bickendyk
to accompany the troops, and she did. She was
tt Dalion and Be sac a, and the held hospitals all
along the line of that march were made mor
endurable because of Her energetic oversight of
them. After that campaign she had to take a
abort rest. Then ahe waa called to Nashville
and Frank'in to ottend to the wounded of
General Thomas's command. When Savannaa
surrendered she organized the hospitals there,
and helped to establish the field relief in Sher-
man's campaign through the Carolinas.

"When the devil had been whipped." at)
Mother Bickerdyke puts it. she was given
charge of the distribution of clothing sent by
the Sacitary Commission to the poor lade
turned naked from the prisons and th
hospitals, and with that ended her labors la
the Southern field, but not her interest in th
soldiers or the csuse for which they fought,
She was for a long time connected with tho
Freedmau's Home and refuse in Chicago, and
whenever or wherever there waa a echeme afoot .

for hospitals, aanitariuma or homes for the
soldiers. Mother Bickerdyke had a finger in th
pic, if not a whole hand, and she always saw3

that her 'boys" had th lion's abar of th
apoila.

Mother Bickerdyke is an old worasn now,
broken before her time with the weight of car
she has borne so lonr. Her wealth of wavy browq
hairhas turned to snow white, and her deep-ta- t

blue eyea look out from a face seamed aud
wrinkled, while tbe feet once ao willing aod
fleet in kervice for the eoliiera bear her slowly
and almost painfully as she visits among the
veteraus at the reuniens and encampment!
where sue is always iu demand. Mother Blcks
erdyke is poor. Giving her money is like pours
ing water in a sieve. The Vanderbilt wealth
would last her just long enough to give her
time to divide it among her needy boys. To
this day ahe will sell or trade tbe laat etitoh ol
clothes she owes, except those on her back, te
sueoor a penniless veteran. But ehe i at all
the reunions, State and national. When her
home was ia California, the State Department
held itself responsibli for her ntteudaooe, and
In Kanai It is the same. She seems to lire iu
anticipation of these reunions, for ahe lovea her
hove just as dearly as though they were really
her own flesh and blood. And how the eld
feilowa lave her! The veteran war nurse U
supposed to live with one of bersoos In Barton
county, Kansas, and she makes her head
quarters there, but she really lives in "the field.'
From January to December she is traveling
hither and thither in response to invitations to
attend reunions, invitations that are usually
accotapanieJ by transportation and assurance
of lavish hospitality, and which she has gener-
ally aocpted. Hut the yenra that have whitened
her hair have stolen her strength, and it a not

and at the call of hero easy now to get up go
bovs as it was in the eld days.

When Death's bugler sounds "laps, and
Mother B ckerdyke'a liht goes cut. it will
carry darkness and sorrow into the home and
heart of every veteran living who shouldered
gun In tho war for the Union.

do it now." She added, as she flung him aside:
"Dut I reckon if the dsvil had any place for
you, he'd have taken you long ago."

NOT SCAIICD IJY RED TAPE.
Mother Bickerdyke i$ said to be the only

woman connected with the civil war for whom
"red tape" had no terrors. She simply re-

fused to recognize government interference
when its tlotr unfolding augured ill for the
success of her own plans, or conflicted with
her ideas of the best thing to do. Many a scar-
ing government ofiicial owes his downfall to
her. if she found him delinquent in forward-
ing or furnishing supplies, if be was arrogant,
negligent or inefficient, she forthwith reported
him at headquarters and followed him up tint 1

he waa degraded or discharged. She could un-
make officials with a celerity and dispatch that
was remarkable. She had very little regard
for shoulder straps at any time, and rather de-
lighted in bumbling their wearers. One in-

stance has become notable in history. About
11 o'clock ooe morning she went into the bes-pit- al

of which she was matron end found the
assistant 6urgeon had not yet shown up, con-
sequently the sick men under his care bad
been without food that day. the knew that
this surgeon had been at a wine supper the
night before, hence was not slow ot placing the
biame on drunken sleep. She waa apostro-
phising him in terse and graphic language
vi ben he appeared on the scene cud jocularly
demanded the cause of her wrath.

"Matter enough, you miserable scoundrel!"
she blazed out. "Here these men. any one of
them worth a thousand of you, are suffered to
starve and die because you want to go off on a
drunk. Pull o3 your shoulder straps," she
ordered, as he -- feebly attempted to laugh off
ber reproaches, "pull oO your shoulder straps,
for you shall not stay here a week longer," and
she was as good as her wcrd. Three cays later
ha was degraded to the ranka. He went to
Major-gener- al Sherman, then iu command, and
begged to be reinstated. Serman asked oa
what grounds he had been degraded.

"it was in oonsequence of misrepresenta-
tion," was the eras ve reply, of the surgeon.

"But who preferred charges;' persisted
General SbeiBin.

"Why," aaid the larzton hesitatingly, "I
presume it was that womanthat Mrs. llicker-Uyke- ."

"Ob, well, if it was her, I can do nothing for
you," replied the general, commiseratiagly.
"Mother iiickerdyke ranks me!"

When th.s rport got through the hospital,
one wan-eye- d boy whom she had nursed back
to life, said weakly: "Mother Bckerdyke
ranks everybody but Christ. 11 im end her are
pardners!"

Mother Bickerdyke'a stnrdy independence
at d devotion to the hospital work made her a
favorite with most of the more prominent gen-
erals. She was particularly strong with Grant
and Sherman. Utterly devoid of diplomacy or
finesse, she yet managed to carry her point at
all times and on all occasions, simply because
it was known that she was always right. Un-
compromisingly exact in her dealingsand inde-
fatigable in her labors for her beys, she com-
manded the r?spectot those high in authority,
while the men lor whom her time and energies
were spent loved her most devotedly.

After Donelson, in February of U'02, where
Unconditional Surrender Grant wrote his new
title in letters of lire, and at Shtloh, Mother
Bickerdyke rendered great and important
service in searehing out and caring for tbe
wounded. The largest field hospital cstab
liihed, up to that time, was placed in her
charge, with a corps of trsined nurses from
Chicago. After the battle of Perryville, iu
October, lSo2, she took the field azain, and the
work she did in that blood-drenche- d valley
wss grander than any history ever before re-

corded. With her own bands she dressed the
wounds of the maimed men and provided
nourishment for all she could reach. She went
upon the field aud carried away in her own
strong arms men who were left for dead, re-
vived and nursed them, and many of them live
to-da- y to bless her for her splendid courage
acd unexampled tenderness.

.he was not satisfied with that work alone,
however. Thousands of convalescent Union
soldiers had hardly clothes enough to cover
them, and the government would cot furnish
more, while the stores of tbe various sanitary
coamibsions had been exhausted. As soon
aa Mother Biokerdyke got her hospitals as
nearly in accord with her ideas as was possible
with the material and advantages at hand, she
entered upon a new field of work. She got to-
gether a lot cf negro women who had escaped
from plantations along the route of tbe Union
army, and under her personal supervision they
were set to work gathering up the clothing and
blankets left upon the battle held. AH the
clothing of the dead and desperately wounded
that eould be spared was taken, and the coats,
blankets and other articles thrown away in the
ebbing and flowing tide of battle. All this ma-
terial she had carefully washed and distrib-
uted among ber wouaded boys, who were sadiy
in need of clean, comfortable clothing. She
also mar-hale- d a let of contrabands and had
them pick up the arms and accoutrements of
war left on the held, and these she turned over
to th-- - quartermaster. 'J here were many who
laughed at this caretul thrift of a woman of
the common people, but the boys who were
benefited by her tender solicitude for their
comfort did not laugh. It was impossible, at
that time, to obtain comfortable garments for
ber hospital-boun- d boys iu any other way. If
the thousands of expensive but worthless
ramp followers along the line of other battle
fields had been set to work in like manner
thousands of dollars would' have been esved
to the government, and there would have been
a corresponding increase in the comforts
about Held hospitals.

PRACTICAL WOBK AT MEMPHIS.
Shortly after this Mother Bieksrdyke waa

appointed matron of the largest hospital of
eight in Memphis. It was formerly tbe
Gayoso Hotel, the largest In the city. When
put under her charge it was in a deplorable
condition. Army regulations required that
the nurses, attendants aud ward masters of
these hospitals be convalescent soldiers.
Mother Bickerdyke determined to abolish this
practiea in bar department.

"1 won't have it," she deolared emphatically.
"My boys, when they are getting over wounds
or recovering from diseas-- . ore weak and
peevish and can't help it. They can't al'ord to
squander their returning strength performing
hospital duties. Besides that. I often tiud
them sleeping on their posts of duty aud that
in btd for the patieuts under their charge, and
1 won't have them reprimanded, for they ut ed
to slctp. Then, tbey are not fit to do manual
labor, and I can's keep my hospital clean
with only their help. I'll have the kind of
help I want or I'll break a hornet's ntat in the
War Department."

She didn't wait for any War Department red
tape, however, bat quietly gathered in the best
of the colored women who swarmed about
Memuhia and set them to work in the hospital,
clesuiug, washing, scrubbing and waiting ou
the patients. In a short tinio tha Gayoio wasa
model of cleanliness. She arranged a spec al
diet according to her own ideas and bad it pre-
pared under her own supervision. Naturally
she met with objections, but nt first they were
not loud because she had powerful bickiug.
The surgeon in charge of the hospital was a
cranky old martinet, devotedly attached to red
tape procedure, and declined to submit to
Mother Bickerdyke'a infringement of rigid
military discipline. He procured from the
medical director an order that none bet con-
valescent soldiers . ehoutd tie employed as
nuiacs and atterdinta in the Memphis hos-
pitals, and this order waa promulgated just at
a ark, to take edect at fJ o'clock the next morn-
ing. It had been raining dismally fcr several
days, and nearly a mile of mud and bad roads
lay between (Jayoso hospital and headquarters.
Sbe had some clerk in the hospital diuw up
the form of an order permitting the employ-
ment cf contrabands iu her department, then
she sat out on ber dreary tramp to headquar-
ters. Arrived she was informed that the gen-
eral in command was ill and oould not be
seen.

"Ill," she retorted indignantly, "so are my
boy, but it isn't from awi.ling too inach
whisky. That' all that ails him. Get nut of
my way! I've got to see him." and see him she
did. In spite of his slid o'heers. aha iuvaded
his room where she found him in bed. She
told him her errand, propped ban up iu bed,
di-pi- te hi prnteetal'Ou, put a pen iu hi? hand.

Recognized hy the Authorities to
Gratify a Few "Cranks."

It liaised 550,000,000 in Cash ana
Performed a Work Not Exceeded in

Value by a:iy Other Agency.

HERE ISN'T A
man wKo ever shoul-

dered u rauket on
the battlefield of the
Ctvil War, after the
battle of Bull IInn,
who will cot Tecog-- nmm

. .
ze and underster.d

f T I -

tbotc enigmatical ab-

breviations ou that
barrel "L". S. San.
Com" but there are
lota of people who

were born sicca that
tattle to whom they are doubtless some-The- y

thin j of a puzzle. are not from a physi- -

elan's perscription, nor do they represent a
caw brand of wine, but they proved to be the
essence of both to the weary and wouaded
oldieri of the Union throughout four trying

years. "United States Sanitary Commission."
That ia tha full text, but the full history would
fill the Cyclopedia Britannica, audits motto
ought to hare been "Ad aitra per aspera,"
only that that was celling ready to go into busi-ces-s'

for Kansas at the time the comminion
was born.

When the South could do longer domineer
things to her own satisfaction, but, like tha lit
t:o girl in toe story book, took her doll rags
and went borne, tha North concluded to punish
her and she did. Hut it loci: the flower of her
youth and her sturdiest manhood, kicked up
by government and an outraged
people, to inlliot the punishment. And, oh,
the hurt of it to her own! The maimed bodies,
the wrecked health, the broken hearts acd
the graves that yawned to be l?ed with the
hopes of desolated homes.

Ttie contract was a liar one. The govern-mv- it

found it almost too large. The vast ma-

chinery she had to put into motion slipped
cogs, and belts broke. Sometimes the great
drive wheels were weak, and all these pieces
had to be replaced by new ones. The enemy
out out great sections of her mechanism and
Hung it dead or disabled in the path of advance.
This debris piled np ao fast, inefficiency was so
glaring, disease and despondency so apalling
that the Nation beeime restless. The govern
ment would not acknowledge it, but she was
fast getting into .the same condition with her
amies that confronted the British troops during
the Crimean war.whera seven-eight- s of toe mor-
tality during the entire campaign was due to
Ciseaie and one-eight- h only to woundj received
In action.

The government learned a bitter lesson be-

fore those our terrible years were at an end.
Something she profited by the Crimea, but the
martinet military had almost to have this les-

son read to them from tha cannon's mouth be-

fore they would avail themselves of the exper-
ience or permit athers to adopt its salutary
teachings. Many mistakes were made; mis-
takes that were not errors of judgment, but
dne to ovorconhdence -- in inflexible military
maxims.

Our army was composed of that class of
nan who, from their previous habits and
nodes of life, were not only least likely to bear
well tbe exposure and privation, but also car
tain to becoue victims of diseases which have
always proved scourges to armies. Other ca-
tions, upon sudden emergencies, have been
oompcllad to form an army in the face oi the
enemy, but they have had at lesst the skeleton
of a military organization in long-trie- d officers
well versed in the details of the service. We
were forced to try the novel experiment of
improvising tbe most artificial and complicated
of human organizations an elective and dis-
ciplined army, under what had been hither-
to esteemed insurmountable obstacles. This
apparently impossible task was finally and suc-
cessfully accomplished, but at fearful waste
of life and energy, at terrible cost and sacrifice.
It was a success beyond that reoDrdeiof any
similar service in military history, and all this
was due, in a large measure, to the beuign in
fiuence and the unparalleled achievements of
the United States sanitary Commission, an
organisation that had its birth the night that
Sumter fell, which was received in New York
simply as a measure "to hunior temporary
philanthropic excitement," was considered a
Luxe joke by the government and was iostru-menta- l.

in the end, in raising over fifty millions
of dollars for the relief of the loyal armies.

OIUGIX OF THE MOVEMENT.
The very first popular impulse which suc-

ceeded the grand burst of enthnsiasm by
which 75,000 citizens were suddenly trans-
formed, at the call of thsir country, into
soldiers was directed to some crude and im-

perfect means of minieteriog to them such aid
and comfort as was suggested by the anxious
and tender solicitude of their friends, and
.naturally the earliest movement that was made
for relief was begun by the women of the coun-
try. On the 15th day or April, 1S61, tho very
day on which the President issued the call tor
men to uphoid the honor of the Constitution
an 1 defend the Nation's Hag, the women of
Brifepcrt, Conn., organized a society with
the somewhat vacua idea of affording relief
and comfort for the volunteers for that section

tU ktnf. In fk..-- t ... r 1 1

Mass.. a few days later, societies were organ-ir-- -t

f- -r the same purpose. These woman were
irop.ngin the dirk. They were not quite

uf wtiil they might be able to accomplish,
but they were trifled with ideas and energy.
They proposed "to supply nurses ior the sick
and wounded, and to bring them home when
practicable, to purchase clothing, provisions
and matters of comfort not supplied by the
government regulations, to send books and
newspapers to tbe camps, to preserve a record
of the services of each soldier, and to hold con
atant communication with lbs officers of the
regiments in order that they night be kept in-

formed of the condition of their friends."
The list of "intentions" is formidable, even

for the ignorance of the day. and had these
brave wo roe a forereen the years of tumult, the
rivers of b!ood aud the mountains of difficulty
that lay between tneir modest declarations
and achievement, despair would have cut short
toeir tiul-iircci)- -i edorts at tne outset. But,
unable to forecast the future, th seed they
planted took root. By the last of April all the
Eastern 2StaUa and many of the Western ones
had similar societies, but only women were
working and they were ridiculed for their
efforts. One night, at the close of that fatml
April, the Ilev. Dr. Bellows and Pr. li.ijha
Harris attended a Woman's Aid Society meet-
ing in New York city. Tbey were deeply irn-pre-s- ed

with the real and enthusiasm, aud
catching the spirit, suggested an association
upon a wider bssis, erabraciig churches,
school, and all minor aid societies in the city.
A rossi meeting was called for Cooper Insti-
tute which resulted in one of the monster con-
ventions of that per od. Out of the stirring
appeals there made grew th "Woman's Cf n-tr- ai

Association of P.elief'which a(t-r'a- rd be-
came one of the greatest feeders of the Sani-
tary Commission. Its ohject wa compre-
hensive: To collect and di.-s-ei linuto luior-matio- n

upon the actual and ircs;ciiv want
of the army, estatlsh recognized relations
with the medical star, aid ac: a auxiliary u
lr, in maintain a central depot for stores aim!
t open a bureau fur tho examination end regit.
tration of nurses

'Una "declaration of principles'' was aiirr.e 1

bv ninety-tw- o of the prnruineiit witpien of New
orkcity. A delegation of ru-- n waa sent toWashington to impure into the best method of

pushing the relict so that it would dovetail
wiih the government work, and the result of
that trip was the Sanitary CrrrolsMon. Ttiis
organization was opposed by a je out tuedicil
board aod ridieulej by th militai j aalhorilus;
sven President Liiclo.vith all In. humane

coal 1 not understand it, and rptarded
Its estatlishinent, to us Ira u-- vn eiprcsielanguage, as adding a "huh wheel to th
coach," but be gave 11 Lis supjiorf, and of
course, with that catne a crudgintt recognition
from the government. They war all satilied
that it could do no great harm, even t: it shi

do goo-f- , aud fell quits sure it
would be abandoned a practically worthless
and remembered only as a oiocautat of the

Honest, Kosolute and Arirressive,
Her Services Were Invaluable.

A Forceful Personality, Great Energy
and Persistence Brought Splendid

Results in the Hospitals.

Mother Bickerdyke has nearly as large a
family of boys as the Father of His Country,
bnt she is more particular about the oolor of
their clothes. Tho Father of His Country

stands as paternal
sponser for boys
in blue aud boys
In Cray, and, in
fsct, any hind of

an Americon boy,
no matter what the
color of his uni-

form or wheth-

er he wears any
at all. Mother
Bickerdyke would

turn a Galling kuu loose on anybody who

would suggest to her the possibility of her
mothering men eo color blind as t? prefer gray,
or any other oolor to blue.

And who is mother Bickerkyke? Not to at
least know of her is to argue yourself un-

known. Somebody asked a veteran that ques-

tion once, and he replied quickjy, as though
offended at the interlocutor's ignorance : Why
she is a ah why, why. Mother Bickerdyke,
of course, I reckon the hni fame other hacdle
to her name, but 'mother' is good enough for
us boy,"

Mrs. Mary C. is the other handle, and when the
war began "when hell broke loose," Is Mother
Bickerdyke' picturesque way of putting it-- she

was a widow, nearly forty years of age and
had two littlo sons to support. She was very
poor, and was acting as housekeeper for a fam
Ily in Cleveland, O. What her struggles had
been up to that time nobody will ever' learn
from her lips. She insists that the only inter-

est the publio can possibly have in her must
naturally begin with the boom of the gnns nt
Bull Bun. and if you get anything relating to
those four fateful following years, it is picked
up piecemeal as she flies around among her
boys at reunions Mother Biokerdyke has a
reunion on hand every day in the year and
the grizzled old veterans jog her memory with

rerainiscential scraps, rich in historical data.
It is then one learns all that she has been and
is to these war-wor- n men.

When war became an established fact, Mrs.
Bickerdyke kissed her sons, and, leaving tbetn
ia o&reful hands, turned her face to the south
and never paused until she got close enough to
the leaden hail to succor the men who fell un-
der its deadly force. JShe was not a very large
woman then, jtistraedium height, with a strong,
kindly faoe, biir blue eyes brim lull of sympa-
thy, and masses of dark hair just a little wavy
about the temples, bhe had a splendid physique
for enduranee. Nerves of siel, aa iron will,
pertinacity and perseverance that peculiarly
fitted her for tbe work in band, and executive
ability of an extrsordiuary character. There
was nothing of the martyr about Mother Lick-erdyk- c,

and not an atom of staff cf v. bich saints
are made. She was a f.srhter from start to fin-

ish. Her education was of tbe primitive kind,
aod scholastic attainments meaicer, but of
"knowledge never learned in schools" she has
an abundance. Possessed of a remarkable
memory, she never forgets a favor or forgives
a wrong.

In those earlier enthnsiastio days the pos-
sessed a strong, clear voice and a rude sort ot
eloquence which she used on a good many oc-

casions to the utter discomfiture ot braggarts
and officers who were a disgrace to their uni-
forms. They stood no show whatever when
they ran up a?ainsther self-constitut- author-
ity, for it waa self-constitut- ed half the t. me.
She had peculiar ideas of what was right and
what was wrong. Anything that made the sol-

dier's life more tolerable, no matter how ques-
tionably obtained, was perfectly right and
proper. On the other hand, any attempt to
curtail his privileges, or to neglect the sick
and wouaded, was tresson in her eyes, punish-
able only by dishonor or death of the victim of
bar wrath. Very ofen the orlender would
have preferred death to the terrible tongue
lashings she nsed to inflict. Despite her
unique way of asserting the rights of the suf-
fering boys under ber care, ber will was usu-
ally law, because ia every instance she was
biased on tbe side of humanity egamst un-

scrupulous men who cared only for personal
comfort or present airraudizernent, and after
the government had wasted several hundred
yards of red tape only to rrov her in tho right
iu each instance, formalities with Mother Hick-erdyk- e

were set aside.
She had no desire to shoulder a gun, but she

eould have handled one with as much dexter-
ity as the average man if the oecn-io- n had
oalled for it. Once a rebel prisoner, whom she
had nursed back to health, vor at her for
some fancied slight, and she told him in em-
phatic language that she was teo old a woman
to take any of his impudence, and a repetition
ot it would ell for a spanking. As she was
undoubtedly able te put her threat into prac-
tice, the rebel youth bridled his tongue. Jlut
on- - day he got into a quarrel with one of her
oonvaisscent boys in blue and struck tbe poor
fellow, who had only one hand to defend him-
self and was yet too weak to use that. Mother
Bickerdyke happened along in time to see the
blow, and, figuratively speaking, "lit on tbe
young Johnny with both feet."

"You miserable, sneaking, cowardly rebel
you," she screamed as she shook the youth till
lua teeth rattled; "if you ever touch one of my
boys again I'll shoot you. I've a big notion to

Prominent Buildings, Notable Objects,
and How They May Be Found.

TnB Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument stands In
tho Circle, recently Monument
riace. Theapot was originally the geographi-
cal center ot the cltr. and is still practically
the center. The mouumentwus projected in J

honor of the in. Mi era and sailors ot tUe civil
war; the legislative appropriations and sub-pcilutio- ns

by Grand Army posts wero made on
that basts', but owing to a misconception of
authority on the part of the superintendent
the honors have leea divided between the
civil and tbe Mexican wars. . This has caused
great dissatistaotlou amoug civil war veterans
and the oQeudlug dates were last week ordered
by the commissioners to be removed. Tho
monument U yet incomplete. Several bronzo
groups ami tigurea are to be placed about tbe
bane, and fountains are to bo built on the east
aud west sides, but as it now stands it is the
UiicHl iiiilltat j"iueuiorlal iu the United States,
and probably in tho world.

The Statehouse can be reached by any line of
care in the cJty. Architectural experts pro
nounce It una of the handsomest public build-
ing in this country, ihrt corridors nro espe-
cially admired. The etrnctnre la remarkable
from the fact that It was built within the legis-
lative appropriation of It con-
tains, beside, the legislative halls and State
ottices. tho Mato library, whose walls aro cm-bellhh-

with portraits of Iudlana'i Covern-qra- .
and a museuui of war relics well worth,

examining.

The Btate Institution for tho Blind is between
Pennsylvania and Meridian streets, fronting
on North, lx blocks Lorth of Washington
street. It can be reached by tbe Pennsylvania
atteetcar. Theiustitution Is a public nchool
for blind c hildren, and rot an asylum. Several
hundred pupils receive instruction there dur-
ing tho school year.

TriE Indiana Woman's Keformatory is reached
by the ilast Washington-etreo- t and Irvincton
cars. This la n unique institution, beinc the
first women's prison, o thee red and controlled
by women. In tho world. All tho female con-
victs of tbe .tato aro sent tere. Under the
eaino roof, but enMrely separate from the
penal department, is a reform school lor girls.
'1 ho reformatory is an objeet of interest to
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philanthropists and reformers throughout tho
country, aud reccivea many visits, it is at all
timce open for inspection by straugers.

The State School for thi Deaf and Dumb Is nt
tho intersection of Washington street and St nto
arenne, and is reached by tho East Washington
atrect aud Irvmzton cars. Xhousamls of
dear mutes havo received a liberal education
within its walls.

The United States Arsenal is enpt of the city and
can be reached by the Clifford -- nvonuo andliat Vashln:ton-tree- t earn. It ! a store-honh- o

for munition or war, nnd Is in charge of
n detachment of United fctalen troops. Major
Varncy in command. Tl ground aro haint-eom- e,

and form on objective point in plcasuro
dtlvea. -

Woodruff Tlack is a beautiful resitdenco sub-
urb Just east of tbe city, in ttif neighborhood
of the Arnenal and Woman' IWortuatnry. It
h!s some especially attractive feature, and ia
reached either by tho CHUord-avenu- o or .Last
Washington-stree- t cars.

Tiik Central Hospital for the Insane is a Ftate
institution, with accommodations for 1.50O or
more patlenta. It la west of tho city, beyond
tho rivr. and la reached by West WnahltiKton-atree- t

car. The buildings and grounds are
bandnome, and special attention is paid to
visitor.

Titn rropyl.eum Is on North rdreet, facing the
Institute for tho It is a woman' club-
house, mid wh built and in owned by an asso-
ciation of women. It i u meeting placo for
club, organizations and social gatherings, and
is open at all hours of tho dixy.

Thk residence 110 North Tennsylvanla street
was for many year tho home or Oliver P. Mor-
ton, the "war Governor." and waa occupied by
him at the time of his death.

Hanufos's residence Is r7iNorth Delaware street. It wan visited by tens
of tliou-a- ml of peopie durinc the oamp.'iixn of
's'K. ami the picket leuce then in front of It was
carried away piece-mea- l by relic hunters.

The statute of Vice President Pchuyler Colfax
stands near the southwest corner of Unlvernt-t- v

Park, three ao,uares north of Monument
Place. 'lht st atuo wan erected by the Daugh-
ter of Iicbckah, h branch organization of the
Odd Fellows, which was founded by him.

A 8TATUK of the late Vice rrefldent Hendricks
etauds in the southeat corner of tha tftate-hon- e

irrnund. 1 fco-- e who knew him -- ell do
not cou!!fr the statue a cood one. The face
H falrlv accurate, but the attitude of the fig-
ure Is entirely unlike that iu which he habitu-
ally appeared.

Plyvoi;h! Comrresrational Church, corner of
New Yoik and Meridian, three aquares north
of Monument Place. U licid-iunrie- r for Theorganized charitiea and other benevolent or-
ganizations. Its doors aro open all hours of
the day. .

Thk City Library, n well-equippe- d institution,me to the putdic. Is no- - at the corner of Ohio
and Pennsylvania, opposite Denisoa Hote!,
but will be moved. In r abort time. Into the new
building crecttd for its u.-.-e one square west.

Crown Him. Ofmktert, north of the city,
reached by tbe North Illinois-stree- t car lines.
1 one of the most beautiful burj ing ground
lu the country. Wlthiu ita limit, and naar It
ceutrr. 1 a national cemeiery, wbre several
hundred soldiers are buried. Atnonc the more
distinguished, heroe Interred at Crowu Hill
are (irn. JetT C, Davis. Cieceral Canby, (i-- a.
(Jeorge II. Chapman. Gen. Kbenezer Dumont.
Maj. Jonathan W. Cordon. "oL WtUlam M
Wl.'esnnd Maj. Gordon Tanner. Gov. Oliver
1. Mortou's tomb U bear where the soldiers lie.

enrorced, but the government did not see ht to
avail itself of tha augsestioo. Then came the
rout at Bull Ruo, which filled Washington
with a hungry, dirty, demoralized mob of un-
disciplined men who had enlisted as soldiers.

Within a week altar that battle, the commis-
sion, by searching investigation, bad estab-
lished tha fact that if the men had been
rroperly fed, more strictly disciplined and free
from malarial disorders due to the vile sani-
tary, regulations of their camps, the spirit cf
the men unstayed would have made a vast dif-
ference in favor of the Union troops. It proved
so clearly the inefficiency of the government
measures as to care and discipline of the vol
unteers that the report was withheld from the
public for a year or more, but reorganization
was speedily instituted along the lines indi-
cated by the commission.

The labors of the Sanitary Commission were
divided i'lto general and specific relief. The first
concerned the inmates of tbe general, field and
regimental hospital?, aud of men in camp or on
the march; the other the care of sick and need
soldiers in the vicinity of military depots,

men and paroled prisoners. Another
distinct avenue of labor was termed battlefield
relief, a term which fully detines its object.
Theoretically the government was supposed to
provide all that was necessary for the care nod
comfort of the soldiers in the army and hos-
pital, praoticily about all it did was to get out
of its human material the maximum of fight,
with a minimum of care and protection. It is
altogether probable that greater precaution
for the health of the men while well and more
sympathetic care for the sici and wounded
would have lessened to an appreciable degree,
the frightful lists of wounded, dead and dis-
abled whioh decimated the ranks of available
men.

The commission was greatly nampered In its
early labors by a hostile medical bureau, and
finally prevailed upon Congress to reorganize
that department of the government. Then
they were oircumscribed by the question of
transportation of their stores. The quartermaa
aer-gener- controlled tbe transportation lines
tbd the surgeon-genera- l was too often unable
to get his supplies through to the points where
shey were needed. The quartermaster-genera- l

tsjuied imbued with the idea that food, cloth-
ing an 1 amunition for those still able to fight
wes more important than to provide for the
wants of those who were no longer able to
shoulder a gun. For this particular class of suf-
ferers tho "battlefield relief" was instituted.

Perhaps the most striking instanoe of the
worth of the "U. S. Sau. C6m." was illustrated
at the battle of Antietam, tiep. 17, 1852. The
brief campaign iu northern Virginia had re-
sulted in great destruction to transportation
facilities, and by the burning of the bridge
over tbe Monocacy rive' the atmy was tempo-
rarily deprived of the channel through which
supplies ould be forwarded. The immense
losses and terrible exhaustion of the week of
bat'.les, the consequent confusion, and disorga-
nization placed the army at Antletitn in the
worst possible condition so far as its ability to
care properly for its wounded was ooncerned.
The battle leit 10,000 Union sold. era and a large
number of the enemy to care for. The Sani-
tary Comoiiasion had not relied upon the gov-erume- tit

for transportation, but had furnished
its own wagona and had teams scattered along
tbe route from Washington to Antietam. with
orders for a wagon, train to be dispstched each
day ao that relays of their stores arrived at in-

tervals during several days within the week
after the battl. The commission had dig.
trihutod 2V.00O pieces of clothing, such as
shirts, drawers, towels, bedticks, pillows, etc.,
besides thirty barrels of old linen baudages,
3.100 pounds of farina, 2,700 pounds of con-
densed millc, 5.C03 pounds of beef etock and
canned meats, 3,000 bottles of wine, several
tons of lemons aud other fruit, cracker, tea,
tiigar. rubber cloth, etc., and bad ;ot from
New York and distributed 4,000seisof hospital
oiothing aud 12) bales of blankets. Th.swas
done while waiua for government supplies
which arrived three days after the battle. At
the battle of Perryville the commission was in
like manner forehanded. The government
upnlie arrived when the battlefield was six

weeks old.
AXTCALS THAT WKRE KOT IN VAIX.

When tho scurvy threatened to decimate the
Union army through the short-sighte- d policy of
portloninggovernment rations and the rasoality
of distributing oiiicials, the government adver-
tised for 0.000 bushels of potatoes and onions
aud the same of other vegetables, but not a
bushel could it get. The men fairly fought
over the few onions that came into their hands.
They were literally starving for such vege-

tables. Some of the ncble women
laft their hospital work on tho
b ittleficld, and at the bidding of the Sanitary
Commission hurried North to ask contributions
and in two weeks time the unitary Commis-
sion bad 15.0C0 bushels of vegetables, half of
them the longed-fo- r onions for the government
to portion out to the armies, aud more on the
way showing conclusively that the work of
the commission lay very close to the hearts of
the people.

Tbe question of removing the wounded and
sick from the vicinity of battlefieldH to tbe hoipi
tals in and about Washington, an 1 from there to
those frCAttered between Washington and New
York and Chicago, became one of serious
moment to t!;e commiMion. The government
refused ambulance waon trains, and tho
methods of rtintiva! praciU'Ad were pos. lively
brut-- !. The o emission urged reforms and
presented plans for u system t hop'Ml cars,
rhich aero up-rove- by the quartermaster-geueru)- ,

find the War l)epurtmeit ordered a
number of onrs set asile for the u-- e of the com-
mission. These were to be lixed up nt the ex-psn- se

of the commisioTi and 10 have head-
quarters in Alexandria, from where tuey would
be sent tf the irewcst point to battlflield.
Twoor three ri Iroad-- t gave the cmnmisi ou
Ire transportation. for these car, and one rail-
road fitted up one cr and presented it to the
oommiion. An engine wm purchased with
"s:utare" money, mid euch order were is-

sued tl.at ths hospital train "moved'' whether
unvthin- - else lid or not.

These cars fere crude enough as to construc-
tion fcr comfit, but were of innlcnltble be p
to the comm. iion. The or liuary hoan.tul litter
orstretcner wa used in load og n.id unloading
ati'i carrying the p tlienta. 'lhe- - sini e litter
bed w;th pillows, iaitree and comforts at-tnch-

were thru it g'iini-l- y and fee irely
swung in ti-r- . 'hree l.iii and end to end
titiou light tanehin. ?nd thvre suspended hy
htout tog of India riihl.t-r- . hicli gvt sntii-c:e- nt

ed iMicity to obviate nl jr i the bed and
itn pntifiit. Thiriy of th l ids went thus
awung a'ong the si !e of cb csr. A
nun.t-- r of invalid ehvr and n bra 1 couch :i I 'd
the remainder o'i'i atai ah e p.sc. A pniiy
!urtiihed vri:h medicine', n:-- vi s and bever-
ages and substantial forvl r?adf fr TTinr to
the jatients, hot or cold, n.ade up the aurn of
culture comfort. whiln nur- - afiundantly
provide 1 iit towele, nocks, blanket, sponges,
etc, "k-- pt every man clean and warm, how
evrr. long tb trip or-torm- th wea:tier. All
the H;ipli-ne-- s ond akil! of a well-rega-la'.-

hopi.al wi at ban.i. Tha titling up of
this train ra Iticelr borne by the coniinif i'ti.
The runs Lrtw-- n aid New York
! egan In the fhil of lC,t and were continued
daily with regularity aud growing tdlleiency till
the cioa of the war.

The field hospital work Is best described by
one of the woik-- r in it during Sherman's
canpaign in "jiach division of the
army had a large tiun-.be- r of .'ev ted
exclusively to the coavcyuaee of hospiU tents
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DR. SCHENCK'S
Mandrake Pllla have a valno as a household
emedy far beyond the power of language to de-crib- c.

The family can hardly bo truo to iteell
hat docs not keep thorn on hand for uso lu emer-

gencies.

fr MANDRAKE
Is the only vegetable substitute for that danger
ous mineral, M niter:: y. and whllo Ita action as a
curative !. fully equal, U possesses nono of the
perilous ellect'.

In Constipation; Mandrake acts upon the bow
els without disposing them to subsequent Cog
tivenc-)- .

ho remedy acta directly on the liver, nota.
Ing so speedily cures r'iek Headache, fcoui

Moinach aud Ullousnrss as
theo PILLS.

by the commission, and lent themevery assist-ano- e

possible.
Tbe foregoing does not represent a tithe of

the magniliceut work done by the Sani'ary
Commission during the four years of its exist-
ence. Its ramifications were infinite, its accom-
plishment stupendous when it is considered
that the money hack of it was contributed, a
free and gracious gift from the loyal peo-
ple of the North and of foreign lands. A few
ralfry thousands would cover ovrry dollar the
orernmeut ever furnished the commission, of

t ti- - tidy- - millions of mousy and material that it
handled directly and iadirotly for the ameli-
oration of the condition of the Union Army
aod tor thousands upon thousands of rebel
wounded abandoned by their stampeded com-
rades. Tha manner and the pitiful conditions un-

der which most of the money and material was
raised torms one of the grandest lesions in self-eacrifici- ng

and practical loyalty ever presented
by any government on earth. One city alone,
San Francisco, guaranteed $25,000 a month, for
each month ot the year lSr4, and paid every
dollar of it, and more. The tate at large gave
J 100, (.00 more for that year. The great fair in
Chicago raised $7.3,000; that in Cleveland,

that in St. Loui.. $75,000; an organization
called te Christian Commission raised $2U0,-00- 0.

In tha cities prominent me'n avo benefit
lecture and great singers benefit concert".
Cirealiiifaranoe companies swelled the fund
by thousands, theaters announced regular ben-et- it

nights, churches for once in tbeir lives
trot onto oi.e common plane Christian human-
ity and organized sewing societies of a scope
that beggars description. But in the villages
aud the quiet country homes the strusrgle was
tho most generous a'id noblest, and only the re-

cording angel knows the extent of the sacrifices
that wero practiced that the mite could be given
to swell the fund for the soldiers, and aid and
coottort extended to tbe wives and belidess
little ones left behind. General Lew Wallace
once eaii: 'The two most eilective ways iu
which our armies in the he'd were sustained in
the 1 icg struggle, were, first, by the general
and generou assurance that the wives, children
and the others dependent upon the men in
nctiou should not suiter for the necessaries of
lite while their supporters were in the service
of the country; second, that the sick and
wounOed would not lack for uny of those
thintr1 which, though not provided by nrmv
re.-uUtion- might conduce to the anil
expedite recovery, save the lives and sustain
the tuoraiitv of the soldier."

But our people were not alone in theirgrand
work of chnrity. All the Ur'o nations on the
globe, except UumLv. contributed to the fund.
The Sandwich Islaui seul 17,793: Buenos
Ayres $lS,41'i. From England, whose sympa-
thies were larzely with the South, $11,145.
China ant JJ.0O0, Japan J5.CC0. France $3,50).
Froru It alv and Turkey come J3 j oo!i. ar.d
frou Cuba S--

3. Other nations sent varying
sums.

This was the mission of the ' United States
Sanitary Commission," and grandly was it sc
romplished. During our national struggle
2 50, 4 2 J men sealed their patriotism by death in
the service. Of these 6U.CIK) were killed in
tattle; 35,000 survived the battle only to die of
wounds, and diease carried oi 154,331. Thus
fereverv one killed la battle, two died of
swamp fevers pestilent and malarial disorder.
If the government had proceeded as it stsrted
out with tbe ordinary sanitary aud medical ap- -

9

For sal? by nil Drngsrlst. Trice C ct. pe. '

box: J li H f,r '.! cts : or acnt by mm!. to.t jke .'

lie.-- , on iccel t or price. ls-- J. IL rClIIi"CK
A bON, 1 uiladflphia. '

ths order she hud taxen the precaution to nil
1 up before him. and to get rid cf her he signed
I it: aod sl0 itenarted in triumph with a convey- -

uuce anJ an escort. A man, tor a lithe ot her
bravado and disregard ot iu litary form, would
have beau court martialcd aud dismissed from
the service.

Her errand acd its result were cot known at
the hospital, so ot t) o'o'.ock the surgeon end
the medieal director appeared on the scene to
enforce the order of the evening before.

I Moth-- r Bickerdyke. with a wave ol the bind.
peculiar to her. ordered them to clear out

, an not bother bar as she ha 1 graver duties i n
; band than entertaining shoulder str pa, and

snonic the order from the general in command
under tbeir noses. That settled it; acd she
waa never ogam molested.

She found it impossible to furnish her
patients with tbe milk, butter and egira needed,
brcausa such tninga were cotto be procured ia
that war-blighte- d section of tho South So.
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