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The two free-trade organs in this city are

pnarling at each other about the sugar tax.
fhe brethren should agree.

If the President is drowning his sorrow
Bt Buzzard's Bay the Whisky and Sugar
Rrusts ought to keep him supplied with
Faw material

It i» now claimed that the strong partisan
Expressions In the Catchings lelter were
pot made by President Cleveland, but by
gitizen Cleveland.

Domestic skeletons are no respecters of
persons. The Vanderbilt article does not
fliffer materially from
poncealed in the closets of the poor.

those sometimes

A letter from Senator
breeszy Interview from Senator Brice seems
mecessary to complete the controversy over

fparty perfidy and party dishonor.”

Congress has got the tariff bill off its
bands, the President bas got Congress off
bhis hands, and the country bas for a brief
peason got both Congress and President off
its hands.

Gorman or a

It must be a source of constant consola-
tion to Willie C.
of Kentucky,
resentative, like - himself, is making a de-
fensive campaign.

Pecksniff Breckinridge,
that every Democratic Rep-

When will the Sentinel drop those black-
fetter paragraphs to the effect that sugar
was 58 cents higher per 100 pounds a year
Rgo than now, when the p;lce which the
Joblber gave it was 38 cents?

Secuta;y Carlisle is accounted a good
fawyéer, but he must be rusty in the busi-
mess to send customs officers a circular con-
pirving the new tariff law in direct opposi-
tion to a deelsion of the Supreme Court.

the
mean

Instead of declaring that
Demoecratic tariff shall industrial
peace the Presikdent, Chairman ‘Wilson,
Senator Mills and their followers declare
that it means everlasting war upon indus-

grial stability.

Word comes from
beet sugar industry, which sprung up
under the protection of the McKinley
bounty, and which promised so much, will
de ruined by the The
McKiniey policy was that under which the
lé!t SUgar in France and Ger-
many has assumed immense proportions.

present

Nebraska that the

Sugar Trust law.

industry

Secretary of State Myers would not be
wise to spend his time in preparing an an-
swer for Mr. Owen's Peru speech, as he has
peveral good ones; but he should give some
attention to the marshaling of evidence to
prove that Mr. Cleveland, whose last ex-
pression regarding veterans was that in
thousands of neighborhoods they are fraud-
ulent pensioners, “is the best friend the

goldier has.™

That was a piece of impertinence on the
part of Vice President Howard to submit
inquiries « uestioning the right of rallroad
companies t. haul Pullman e¢ars with malil
gtrains if the A. R. U, objected. That is,
it was an impertinence if Howard has
sense enocugh to know what such an of-
fense Is. It was even a greater offense for
the commission to admit such questions
to the record, as two of them are lawyers.

The report of the Census Bureau in re-
gard to the number of American families
who own thelr homes and those who rent
presents some interesting points. In the
absence of previous reports or similar ones
from other countries, there is no basis of
comparison, but it is interesting to learn
that almost 48 per cent. of all the families
in the country own their Lomes. The per-
centage of families who own their homed
{8 larger in the country thdn in the cities,
being 66 to 22 per cent. It is & surprise to
learn that New York, which has besn sup-
posed to have the greatest number of dweil-
ers in tenement houses, flats and apart-
ments, really has a larger percentage of
home owners than any other American city
of 100,000 population or more. [t is
stated where Indianapolis comes in, but un-
jless local opinion is greatly at fault, it
ought to stand high up in the list,

not

Regarding the income tax the question
is ralsed as to what deductions or exemp-
tions a man will be entitled to make. The
tax is 2 per cent. on the excess over $4,080,
and the permissible deductions are as fol-
Jows: First, the necessary expenses actual-
ly Incurred in garrying on any busipness, oo-
cupaﬁou or profession, and also all interest
due or paid within the year on existing in-
debtedness; second, all national, State,
county, school and municipal taxes, pald
within the year, not including those as-
sessed agalnst Jocal benefits; third, losses
actually sustained during the year, incurred
{n trade, or arising from fires, storms or
shipwreck, and not compensated for by in-
gurance or otherwise: fourth, debts ascer-
tained to be worthless, but excluding all

m epr | of valung -~ losses
S e 1 s Al
el A !

IR tan

: RS

S =

within the year on sales of real estate pur-
chased withip two years previous to the
year for whbich income is estimated; pro-
vided, that no deduction shall be made for
any amount paid put for new buildings,
Permanent improvementis, or betterments,
made to increase the velue of any proper-
ty or estate. No other deductions are per-
mitted by the law than those above named.

QUOTATIONS FOR A CLCK OO,

The Sentinel showed iis confldence in the
Journal yesterday by copying Iits quota-
tions of the prices of sugar Aug. 30, 1883
and 184, to show that sugar was higher
then than now. The Sentinel should know
that the conditions are difféerent. The su-
gar crop from which the nrtl‘cle was sold
in August, 1883, was a short one, and the
new crop counld not be anticipated. The
crop which is now on the market was an
abundant one, hence the decline in the
markets of the world. The Journal will
not take the Sentinel's quotations, because
they are not full; but it gives below the
lowest wholesale price of the leading
grades of sugar upon the market at the
refineries in the East June 1, 1884, and Aug.
25, 18N, taken from the circular issued on
those dates by the secretary of the Indiana
Wholesale Grocers' Association:

Quality. Juns 1, ', Aug. 5,
L I0aR . oo hd Jlnde .

Crushed

CUDRS - .vonrnecnenresans
Standard powdered..... £31
Standard granulaled.':.. 4.00
Confectioners” St'd A.. 3.87
No. 2 Ridgewagd A...... 2.7
No. 4 Phoenix A

No. 5 Empire A

No. 8 Ridgewood X. (.. .

It will be see¢n that all of the brands
guoted, except four, wer- a dollar a hun-
dred pounds higher at the refineries Aug.
25 than they were June 1. They were made
higher a week ago because there was then
no doubt that the Democratic tariff bill
would become a law in fortv-eight hours,

when all sugar imported would ecost 40 per
cent.

B
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more, and consequently ail sugar in
stock in the country could be sold for 40
per cent. more than the importing price.
The Sentinel will see that, in the
period named. wirh the same crop, granu-
lated sugar has advancad in price $1 on #4
a bundred, which i= It will
alz0 =ee that upon the brand known to the
trade as “Empire A,” a soft light Sugar,
sold largely, the price has advanced from
$2.62 to $1.62 a hundred, or over 27 per cent.
If the Sentinel will inquire of any consid-
erable retailer it can learn that on June 1,
1884, he was selling twenty-two pounds of
granulated sugar while that
money will pay for but seventeen pounds

also

25 per cent.

for a dollar,
now—all because of the Demoecratic legis-
lation in behalf of the Sugar Trust, which,
the Sentinel was de-
nouncing with all the fury of expert coms-
mand of epithet.

three months ago,

BYNUM AND THE TRAITOR SENATORS

The Washington dispatch to the effect
that Mr. Bynum had joined the Gorman-
Brice wing of the Democratic party and
will be its candidate for Senator agalnst
Mr. Voorhees will not surprise those who
are close observers of political events.
When the tariff raid was begun in Con-
gress Mr. Bynum was an apdent free-
trader, and showed his devotion to the
Cleveland coterie when he wrote to the
workingmen in the gas region and in the
Merritt woolen wmill insalting letters in
response to petitions sent to him asking
his influence against the effort to reduce
the protective duties. But Mr. Bynum was
not taken into the subcommittee which
was to pllot the Wilson bi!l through the
House, Soon he was oput in an interview
in which he condemned the ad valorem
duties of the Wilson bill and favored spes
cific duties, When the Gorman bill reached
the House it was noticed that he was not
one of the Democrats who pushed into
the front row to assail it. While it was
in conference he predicted, quietly, to be
sure, but frequently, that the Senate bill
would be passed, and predicted in a man-
ner which gave the impression to the
close observer that he was in favor of it
He was one of the leaders of the House
caucus movement which was an attack on
the President and the Wilson gang, and
which was inspired by ‘ orman and Brice,
He was denounced hjtterly by the Sentiael
for such participation. During the Jast
three months the fact that his free-trade
heresies will not be accepted in the Sey-
enth district has made a lodgement in the
Bynum intellect. That hag all along been
the belief of the traitors Gorman, Brice,
Smith and Murphy. Rejected 5y the Pres-
ident's coterie, seeing defeat in November,
Mr. Bynum has allied himself with that
wing of the party which, before 1896, will
be strongest in the North—that which will
be led by the “traitor’” Senators. But it
late; the people of ithe Seventh
“have it In" for Bynum. The
of mechanics in the gas region

is too
district
hundreds
whom he insulted by letter in December
will forget, but will get even in Lhe
voting “booth next November.

(L
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HOWL OF THE TEXAS CATTLEMAN.

The following Associated Press dispatch,
Antonio, 'l‘t-x.‘ Aug. 30,
may be of interest to the farmers of In-

bearing date San

diana:

It is claimed by the cattlemen of south-
west Texas that the new tariff bill wiil re-
sult in serious injury to the cattle interests
of this section. The duty is reduced from
210 per head to 20 per cent. ad valorem, and
now that grass is good on this side it is ex-
woted that at least 100,000 cattle will be
rought into Texas from Mexico within the
next sixty days, and after being fattened
marketed in this country, thus forcing down
the prices, Thousands of head of cows and
stock cattle will also be brought into Texas
from Mexico. There will also be large ex-
portations of cheap horses from Mexico
into this country.

The foregving is not a Republican cam-
palgn lie, but was probably written by a
man who never voted a Republican ticket,
and the facts were furnished by men who
have helped to make the Democratic ma-
jority in Texas 100,000. The duty undep the
McKinley law of §10 per head was prac-
tically prohibitory, since away off in Texas
they are pretty good cattle that are worth
more than $10 or $15
was from 75 to 1 per cent. ad valorem.
Now it i= 2 per cent. on the value in the
couniry from which exported, which in
Mexico must be less than $19; consequentily
the duty i# reduced from $19 per head to
$2 if valued at $10. Here is a reduction of
duty of 8 per cent. on cattle on the Texan
porder. which practically mukes Mexican
cattie worth 8 per cent. and more for the
purpose of importing to Texas. This
portation of Mexican cattle to Tex:: ]

The duty, therefare,

fm-
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glut the market and force prices down.
Lower prices for cattie' In Texas means
lower prices in Indiana.

Agdin, as to horses and mules: The duty
on horses and mules was $30 a head, and
30 per cent. more If the horses were worth
$150 and over. The duty under the present
Democratie tariff is 20 per cent. The Me-
Kinley duty was made high to prevent the
heavy importation of cheap horses and
mules from Mexico and Canada. For the
purposes of importing the price of such
animals was oftener 30 than $0 a head.
The 20 per cent. ad wvalorem duty on a
$40 horse would be 33, or $22 less than un-
der the McKinley law. A duty of $0 on a
$4#0 horse would be 75 per cent. ad valorem,
That means a reduction of 55 per cent. on
7% per cent., which is 73 per cent. But as
more animals are valued at 0, it means
tyat the duty has been reduced from $0
to 86 a head. It means, also, that the Mex-
ican “bronco” will be imported by thou-
sands to further reduce the present very
low prices of horses. _

Thus, by degrees, the American producer
will come to understand the workings of
the Democratic tariff.

LOOKING BACKWARD.

The Chicago Herald econgratulates the
country that after the lapse of nearly half
a century it has, thanks to the Democratic
party, a tariff based as mearly as possible
on the Walker tariff of 1846. ‘‘So prosper-
ous were the people under this beneficent
law,” says the Herald, “that in all the
changes of parties during the succeeding
decade and a half up to the civil war
no thought was ever suggested of chang-
Ing it, save in the direction of lower duties,
and then for the purpose of avoiding a sur-
plus in the treasury.” 1If the country pros-
pered during the period that the tariff of
1846 was in force, as in some respects it
certainly did, the government finances must
have been very badly managed by suc-
cesgive Democratic administrations. Sta-
tistics show that the government receipts
from customs during the first four years
of the tariff of 1846 were $123920.411, while
the expenditures during the same period
were $176,128,555, or 352,108,144 in excess of
the receipts. During the same period the
public debt Increased from $15,550,202 to $63,-
452,773, an increase of $47,%2571 in four
vears. During the eleven years that the
Walker tariff was in force, from 1846 to
1857, the aggregate amount of government
revenue received under it .vas $523,957872,
while the governmeht expenditures during
the same period were $45,748,777, an excess
of expenditures over revenue of $21,790,805,
Yet the Walker tariff was a tariff for rev-
enue only.

Whatever prosperity the country enjoved
during the period of the Walker tariff was
due in a far greater degree to the discov-
ery of gold in California than it was to
that law. During the six years from 1849
to 1854, both inclusive, California produced
$330,000,000 in gold, thus furnishing an ex-
traordinary stimulus to business. Of the
men now living who are old enough to re-
member -the . effects of the tariff of 1846,
none can be found who will attribute any
part of the prosperity of the country dur-
ing that period to the tariff or who will
welcome the re-enactment of a similar one.

WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS,

While the United States are happily at
peace with all the world, without any pros-
pect of trouble, unless it may grow out of
the situvation in Nicaragua, almost every
day's dispatches bring warlike news from
some part of the world. First, there is the
war between China and Japan, which, hiow-
ever languidly it may be regarded from
this side of the globe, is really an impor-
tant event. These populous and powerful
nations of the Orient are slow
but once aroused they are capable of ac-
complishing great things. The present war
is the outgrowth of a long-standing grudge
between China and Japan, and both sides

0 move,

will try to make it a settlement of old
soores. The certainty that they will fight
to a finish, with the ever present possibil-
ity of Russian iIntervention and a more or
less general Eurcpean war,
event of interest even (o

it an
Western

makes
the
world.

A few dayvs ago a dispatch f[om the
Hague stated that all Holland was excited
over news from the island of Lombok that
three columns of Dutch troops had met
with a disastrous defeat, and, in fact, nar-
rowly escaped annihilation at the hands of
the rebellious Balinese. ‘¢ is not to be ex-
pected that the average Amcrican should
know or care much about the operations
of the Dutch in the island of Lombok, and
yet when more than five hundred officers
and men of a trained European army are
killed in battle the
events is apt to inguire what it all means,
Briefly, then, Holland's possessions in the
East, commonly known as the Duich East
Indies, embrace a population of thirty-two
million people. The possessions are divided

studenr of current

into twelve provinces, of which the isiands
of Ball and Lombok constitute one. The
trade of these possessions is valuable, and
Holland
maintains there an army of 1,400 officers
and 34,000 men—considerably larger than the
regular army of the United States. There
has been trouble with the natives for some

to maintain her hold on them

years past, but no such disaster has over-
taken the Dutch troops as that which re-
cently occurred. With savage cunning, the
natives drew the Dutch forces into an am-
bush where retreat was cut off, and they
were mercilessly slaughtered.
aster is enough to create excitement in Hol-

Such a dis-
tand, and it will doubtless lead to very de-
cigsive measures by way of puniszing the
natives and re-establishing the presiige of
Dutch arms,

The ﬁghing in Samoa, which has le1 to
the intervention of British and German war
ships, can hardly be called a war, and yet
the centending parties show quite as much
anxiety to exterminate each other as if they
had irounciad navies and big armies equipped
with the latest improved guns. In propor-
tion to their numbers they have becn doing
they

considerable killing, and, if let alone,

might have exterminated each other with-
out the interference of the British and Ger-
man war vessels “in the in‘erests of hu-
manity.”

Latest advices from Hawalli state
while the friends of the republic were re-

joicing over its recognition by the Unlted

that

. States the rovallsts refused to believe the

would attempt a revolution in the near

future. If they do, there will be lively times
in Hawall !
And thus, day by day, from many quar-
ters of the globe, we hear of wars and ru-
mors of wars, and it may be added, in the
words of Scripture, “*Aill these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet."

ENGLAND AT OUR DOORS,

e e —

Among the many good points made by
Hon. W, D, Owen in his opening speech of
the campalign was that in regard to the
nearness of England to the United States
in a commercia! point of view. Geographi-
cally, the speaker said, England was three
thousand miles from the United States, but
in an economical and buslinem_uenne it was
only sixty miles away. “Load a ship with
freight = at Liverpooi,”” sald Mr. Owen,
“bring the vecsel to New York, and when
you have paid for the freightage unload
that.vessel, transfer that cargo of products
to a train of cars and have the rallroad
carry it into the interior of the country as
far as the amount you paild for the ocean
freight will carry #.' How far do you sup-
pose it will take it? About sixty miles.”
In other words, cheap as rallroad freights
are in this country, they are nearly fifty
times as much as ocean transportation.
Steam has brought England to our doors.
The American manufacturer has to pay as
much for shipping his products sixty miles
by rail as the English manufacturer does
to send his goods across the ocean. The
time was when the Atlantic was a great
factor in protection; now it hardly figures
at all. This would not matter if the rate
of wages and other conditions in England
ware the same as those in the United
States, but &8 they are greatly in favor of
the foreign manufacturer the whole differ-
ence should be equalizel by protection.
Cost of transportation no longer furnishes
any protection to the American manufac-
turer aﬁainst his foreign competitor. The
ocean bhas been bridged by steam.

One of the latest blunders discovered in
the Democratic tariff law is in the sugar
schedule. While the duty on raw sugars is
40 per cent, and on refined sugars 40 per
cent. plug one-eighth of a cent a pound,
“sugar candy and all confectionery made
wholly or in part of sugar, and on sugars
after being refined, when tinctured and col-
ored or in any way adulterated,” the duty
is 35 per cent. ad valorem. The New York
Times, commenting en this point, says:

A little tincture, a little color or adulter-
ation, will enable the Joreign refiner to send
his refined sugar through the custom house
on the payment of 35 per eent. ad valorem,
while the trust has confidently reckoned on
a defensive protection of 40 per cent..and
one-ecighth of a cent per pound. Assumin
that refined sugar can bhe entered at an a
praizal of J cents per pound, the difference

in favor of the foreéign refiner who takes

advantage of the candy clause would be
5 per cent. ad valorem, or 15 cents a hun-
dred pounds, plus one-cighth of a cent a
pound, ‘or 12'; cents a hundred, making al-
together 27'¢ cents in the hundred pounds.

It seems to be a section of the Wilson
bill which was not expunged, but it will

cause anxiety among ithe magnates of the
Sugar Trust,

Several Repuhlicagrt_!,ruggistu have re-
ceived type-written missives signed *“‘Senti-
nel Newspaper Company,” and written on
office paper with the Sentinel heading,
bearing in its corner the name of 8. E.
Morss, which read something as follows:

There is evidence that at about 2:30 Sun-
day afternoon you sold a drink of whisky;
if you do not repeat the offense no com-
plaimt will he made.

The druggist who received the above
warning hasg been 'in business years and
has never sold a "drink™ of intoxicating
liquor to be drunk in his store any day
in the week since he has been in business,
and would be the last to be suspected.
As he can prove that no call was made
for such a favor on Sunday, he will begin
a suit against any paper which may make
such a charge. The probability is that the
person who sent out these notices stole the
Sentipnel paper and enpvelopes for the pur-
pose, or that some irresponsible employe
has been guilty of the stupidity, as the
manager of a reputable paper would not
authorize the sending out of notices which
gsavor of blackmail,

S8ix weeks ago the regular cavalry,
clothed in the panogly of grim-visaged
war, were engaged in preserving order and
protecting property against riotous strik-
ers in Chicago. Thursday night officers and
men gave a military entertainment for the
benefit of the Pullman sufferers, which was
attended by 2,000 people and netted about
$600.

Subscriber, City: The matter to which
yvou allude is not yet determined.

BUBBLES IN THE AIR.

—— —

Versatile.
“What you been doin' all summer, Chim-
my " .
“Been workin' at a suimmer hotel—waitin’
on table t'rough de day an’ leadin' de dan-
cin' at night.” g

Misunderstanding.
Timmins—I called to see about a little
poem 1 left here-~*To Phy!lis” was the
titie.
New Office Boyv—Fillies? "T'wo fillies? 1
guess you want to see de horse 2diior,

—_

His Funeral To-Morrow.

" “What,” asked the Cheerful Ldiot, “what

is the difference between the
his Jersey bull?"

“Glve it up,”” said the Unsuspecting Man.
“What is the difference ™’

“Well, one is handy-horned and

is horny-handed.”

e —

farmer and

the other
]
sSensible Suggestion.

“Oh, it is awful,"” sald 1irs. Summervisit,
“the way those poor firemen on tha Atlan-
tic liners have to work in the heat., Awvay
down in the hold, you know, in a tempera-
ture of Over a hundred degrzes all the
time."”” .

“Why don't
asked Mrs.

they open the

Jason.

winders?"

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.

The word cotillion means petticoat, and
was originally applied to a species of the
modern skirt dance.

The eveball is white because the blood
vessels that feed its substance are so small
that they do not admit the red corpuscles.

M. Durnof, the aeronaut, who first opened
communication between the besieged Paris-
jans and the outside world in 1870, is dying
in a Paris hospital. His balloon was ruined
by* the memorable trip, but for twenty-two

yvears he never received a cent from the
Bovernmendt.

[.ord Rothschild, according to foreign pa-
pers, has undertaken to train zebras for
carriage use, He had three jecently, and
had them first driven singly with a pony.
One of them has become s0 docile that he
was driven about the streets of london &
few davs ago.

The Democratic candldate for Lieutenant
Governor of Kansas, “Sid” Cooke, is tem-
porarily out of politics, and the cause is

one that may 'well injure his ?rngpecgs
among the horny-handed voters of Kansas
farms. It is a broken leg, caused by oo
violent play at lawn tennis,

Secretary Gresham's favorite walk in
Washington Is the Zoo, where he has made

a friend of a huge old buffale bull, which

- =

: has occurred so often that whenever
the Secretary approaches the Inclosure the
buffalo walks up to meet him.
Representative Talbert, of South Carolina,
occupies a unique position amorg Con-
gressmen in that he neither goes to the

theater, drinks, smokes, chews nor plays
cards. He has a habit, however, of never
I)auing a beggar on the street without giv-
ng him a nickel, disposing thus of the
""'1'3“ change that most men spend on them-
selves.

Augustus Thomas, the playwright, is &
heavily built man, with a smiling counte-
nance, who does not look as though the
midnight oll disagreed with his health. He

is one of the few playwrights in the coun-
try who can unde the ordeal of a ““first
night” of one of mlr own plays and not
exhibit outwardly the excitement that must
pertain to such an occasion.

The Siberian millionaire Ponomarjeff,

whose death was announced at St. Peters-
burg some month- ago, left a million rubles
with the direction that they should be

placed in banks at compound interest for
ninety-nine years, after which they are (o

be devoted to the construction and support
of a Siberian university at Irkutsk, at
which all instruction is to bes gratis,

So strong his fame for telling things aright,
None can molest it
He went a-fishing and he got no bite,
And he confessed it.
—~Washington Star.

If you strike a thorn or rose,
Keep a-goin'!
If it hﬁu or i nl,; spows,
eep a-goin'!
"Tain’'t no use to sit an” whine
When the fish ain't on your line: |
Bait your hook an' keep on tryin'—
Keep a-goin'!

When the weather kills your crop,
eep a-goin'!

When you tumble from the top,

Keep a-goin'!
'Spose you're out o' every dime?
Gittin' broke ain’t any crime;
Tell the world you're feelin' prime!

Keep a-goin'!

—Atlanta Constitution.

SHREDS AND PATCHES,

When you see it in the sun it's a spot.
—Chicago Tribune.

No really good man ever wanis to climb
a tree to be looked at.—Ram’'s Horn.

They are called racing tips because their
atrons are so easily upset by them.—Sift-
ngs.

No man would listen to you talk if he

didn't know it was his turn next.—Atchison
Globe,

Cleveland has become a President without

a horseshoe over his door.—St. Louis Globe-
Democrat. '

When church members want to have a

picnie Sunday they. call it a camp meeting.
—Atchison Globe.
clipped

Homeward the cuckoos, with

wings, wend their weary way.—Philadel-
phia North American.

You never know whether a man i3 your

friend or not until you smoke tie cigar he
has given you.—Philadelphia Record.

Overindulgence in whisky does not ap-

pear to have made money tight during the
past few days.—Cincinnati Commercial Ga-
zZetle,

The adjournment of Congress leaves the

people saddled and bridied and the Sugar
'I\;rrua]td booted and spurred.—New York
orld.

Mr. Kurino, the new Japanese minister,

speaks English so well that in Chicago
they must have taken him for a New
Yorker.—New York World.

If the Whisky Trust is in such hard lhuck

as [t seems to want the public to believe
it might take the Keeley cure and iry to
sober up.—Chicago Record.

THE SINGLE-TAX THEORY.
To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal:

In the Journal of last Saturday you rep-
resent the single tax as a system of taxa-
tion that would place the burden of taxa-
tion upon the farmer and the owners of
small homes, and would reduce the taxes
on railroads. This objection s a common
one, It comes from a misunderstanding of
the single-tax theory—a failure to deoter-
mine what are and what are not land
values. The right of way or [franchise
value of a rallroad cannot be considered as
anything else but land value. The average
franchize wvalue of railroads is four times
the value of the road and all equipments.
If the single tax were law, the railroads in
this State would be assessed on $640,000,000
instead of $160,000,000,

The Journal. says: “If the single-tax
theory were law, $514,480,920, at least one-
half of the amount now assessed, would
be stricken out, and all State, county and
municipal taxation would fall upon the
land and lot values, namely, $592,528920.""
Well, suppose it would; singie taxers claim
that under that systemn we would not re-
quire one-half the revenue that is now re-
quired, but it is not necessary to extend
the argument in this article that far. We
will take present figures. The present reve-
nue reqguired s $21,000,000. To raise this
revenue by a single tax on land values a
rate of $5.60 would be required. Anvone
who reads this article can easily ascertain
what taxes he would pay under the single-
tax system. All he would pay would be
$3.60 per $100 on the value of the land or
lot that he owned. That is, he would pay
that much iIf we required the same amount
of revenue and the lands and lets were as-
sessed the same as now., Our township as-
sessor employs fifty-six men ninety days
to hunt up personal property. If the single
tax were law, two men could do all the
work in two weeks, The land values in
the business district of this city are ap-
praised at but 72 per cent. of their true
selling value. I suppose business men in
other cities of the State are just as influ-
ential in.their respective cities as our busi-
ness men are. The deficit in the appraise-
ment of land values in our business district
is not less than $13,000,000. The franchise of
the street-railroad company Is not assessed
at all. The net earnings of the street-rail-
road company would pay a fair interest on
$14,000,000, This amount, less cost of plant,
is the value of the street-raliroad franchise,
The Journal says that “the owner of a
modest cottage, worth $1,000, would pay the
same taxes as the next-door neighbor with
a house, horses and carriage worth £10,000."
It is not often the case that you find $1,000
cottages next door to $10,000 houses. And
if you do, it simply shows that the lots in
that vicinity are worth on an average
$10,000, Statistics show that, on an average,
improvements on resident property are
equal in value to the value of the lot. If a
man bullds a $1,000 cottage on a lot and the
lot increases in value to $10,000 this man
can always find a buyer for his property
if he wants to sell, and if he does not want
to sell he should pay to the community the
same amount for the special privilege of
living in that favored locallty that his next-
door neighbor does. This principle is al-
ready applied te our chty aifairs. You will
find that the owner of the'$L,000 house pays
the same amount for street improvements
that his $10,000 next-door relphbor pays. If
the single tax were law al. would pay
taxes, either directly or Indirectly, for all
persons would use land to some extent, The
single tax is not a scheme to place the
burden of taxation on any class, but to
more equally distribute the burden by mak-
ing all contribute to the expenses of our
government according to the privilege they
hold. It would destroy land speculation,
reduce rents, raise wages, increase profits,

encourage industry, and thereby benefit all.
J. M. SPRINGER.

g Indianapolis, Aug. 31.

COMMENT.

The trouble *!th the single tax theorists
is that every group seems to have a scheme
of its own. The theory which the Journal
was considering is embraced in the fol-
lowing petition issued by a national single
tax association and sent to individuals to
sign:

“We, the undersigned, hereby petition for
the enactment of =uch measures as may
result in the collection of all public rev-
enues—State, county, township and munie-
ipal—from the value of land, irrespective
of Improvements in or on it, and for the
abolition of a-!l other taxes now levied for
this purpose. :

There I nothing in that about a “fran-
chise value.” A franchise value is an im-
provement. The land taken forsa right of
way for a railroad is worth no more than
it was sold for to the company or could
be sold for by it. What Mr. Springer says
about the assessment of the [(ranchise

value of rallroals is mere speculation, even

4t it had anything 1o do with the single

(tax. It is a mere assumption te assert
| that the franchise of a rafiroad is worth
I four times the value of the rcad and all
ithe equipments. All such conclusions are

a pastime of the Imagination. A franchise
| has no value unless the road i= bullt; again,
! there are miles of road in Indiana that are
not worth §10.M0 a mile because they can-
not earn the running expenses and pay a
return of § per cent. on that amount of
money. To value the franchise on such a
road at $40.000 a mile and add 0,000 to it—
£50,000 as a tax value—is too preposterous
| to be entertained by people who deal with
facts and realities,. The value of a rall-
road is the amount of money upon which
the net earnings will pay the current rate
of interest. They could not be sold for a
third of tke wvaluation of Mr. Springer,
namely, $640,000,000, 1f all of them should
cease running the value of his franchise
would be nil, and the land occupied by
them would be just what it could be sold
for for other purposes,

Equally preposterous is the assertion
that not half the revenues now required
would be needed if the single tax or land
tax system were in force. Paut all the tax
on land and only half as much money
would be needed to support the public
school system, the charicable and penal
institutions, maintain highways, etc. It is
of no consequence who makeét such a
“claim;” level-headed people will brand it
as vapory nonsense.

There may be those who will believe
that a revenue of $21.000,000 raised wupon
$590,500,000 of property will not bear more
heavily upon its owners than,if it were
laid on $1,100,000,00, but they are the few
people who have become the victims of
the imagination. And who, pray, knows
most about the values of the business
property of Indianapolis, the able and ex-
perienced business men who protested that
the valuation was too high by 10 per cent.
in 180, and made figures to show i, or
the theorist who evokes values from his
tropically luxuriant imagination? There
are quantities of business properity which
could not be sold for the assessments;
take off the improvements and wvalue the
lJands for what they would be worth to
build upon, and the taxes would be so high
that the owners could not pay them.

Another unsuppoirted assumption is that
the net earnings of the itizens' Street-
railroad Company would pay fair Inter-
est upon $14.000,000, Has this writer seen
the figures representing the net earnings?
If he had seen them last January he would
have known that s=everal lines were not
paying operating expenses, that but two
lines were profitable, and those only maod-
erately so. Of course, it is better now;
but if the Citizens' street railroad could
earn, say 5 per cent, Interest on $14,000,000,
does any every-day-sense man believe that
its owners would have sald it less than
two yvears ago for one-fourth of that fig-
ure?

The writer makes one sensible point, and
that is that the pre\ent sysrem of street
improvements is based upon land values.
It is; and in its operation it is the most
unequal and oppressive system tuat could
be devised. The assessment is based not
upon what the land and Improvement
would sell for, but upon the number of
feet front of land. Under it the man who
has a house worth $1.500 is taxed as much
as the one whose large house is worth $10,-
0}, To the former It is an Imposition of
15 per cent. upon the Peliing value of his
property, while to the other it is a tax
of & per cent.

Mr.  Springer's letter i= commented on
simply to show the absurdities into which
active minds will lead those who make
theories and work their imaginations for
their facts (?) and ignore that intelligence
called common sense.—Editor Journal.

g
NATURAL GAS LITERATURE.

A Skeptieal Citizen Declines to Accept
Jordan’s Recent Report.

To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal:
The citizens of Indianapolis have recently
received, gratuitously, some literature upon
the subject of natural gas. Toe first
cost of the statistical lore must have run
far into the hundreds of dollars for the
reason that the large tabular exhibit ap-
pear:d in the advertising columns of the
principal papers of the city. The seeming
purpose of this tabular exhibit—presumably
furnished through the grace of the gas

companies—is to “make glad our hearts
through the contemplation of the wretched-
ess of our neighbors.” The ulterior pur-
pose is not aidden, though it iz nothing
less than the ropeal of ordinances which
form the protection of rich and poor G@ike
from the rapacity of these would-be octopi.
Tae exhibit 1s remarkable for its important
omissions rather than for its starting con-
trasts, though the contrast is alded by the
use of bold-faced tyvpe. Some of these
omissions are as follows: That the towns
which pay higher rates than Indianapolis
are given, while those which pay lower
rates or the same rates are studiously

omitted; that those towns in thé gas belt
which pay as great or greater rates are
ruled by monopolies or combines, are not
protected by natural-gas ordinances, as we
arz, and that even then they give, without
price, more gae 1o manufacturers than
they sell for doumestic purposes; that the

pressure upon the mains in these towns is
never below twelve ounces to the squary
inch, =0 that i 8 not necessary (o nave
as many fires to the family as Indianapo-
lis consumers are forced 10 burn; neitner
is it necessary (0 wear wraps In the
house to avoud freezing, or w dismiss
public schools for lack of heat, or to add
coal or wood to the kitchen stove to do
domestic cooking, as we are compelled to
do. The schedute also fails to state that
some of the towns, ag Richmond, for ex-
ample, are at tne mercy of vne company,
and that haturai gas there iz a luxury
enjoyed by the weil-to-do citizens only,
rates being higher than the cost of coal.

Another piece of natural-gas literature
is the “report” of E. T. J. Jordan, natural-
gas inspector for the State of In nena. This
“report’” has aroused considerable indigna-
tion which has found expression in the
press of the gas belt. The ‘‘facts” are
questioned as to the rapid fall of nitial
pressure, except in wells which have been
drawn upon to their full capacity. It is
true that wells so drawn upon do lose great-
ly in initlal pressure, because jowering
pressure at the point of escape of gasg (into
the well) tends to permit the filling of the
pores of Trenton rock, shutting off the sup-
ply of gas at least In a measure. it is
also true that new wells drilled near those
supposed to be exhausted, or .early so,
have usually the original initial pressure
of the “exhausted”™ well. “Shocting”™ a well,
if it do not =0 break the rock below the
bottom as to let In salt water, re-
gtores the flow and pressure.

This report bears strong internal evi-
dences of inspiration. It suggestions In
reference ta economizing gas, in order that
it may last longer, are so unique that they
must, in the nalure of things. be msp:ro-ii
A State official, acting, presumably, n the
interest of the people, surely would not,
without the aid of suggestions extraneous
to himself, evolve propositions appearing
£0 preposterous to the ceitizen of ordinary
cenlture. Some citizens of average acumen
do not ascribe the Iacvirational suggestions
to divinity, nor to any source higner than
the first story of a bullding occupied by a
corporation in the city of Indlanapolis, and
located in close proximity to the State's
Capitol. The s=tartiing recommendations of
this report are three in number, viz., that
meter measurement be established; that
pressure In the mains be lessened; that
prices be advanced. The ostensible
purpose of these recommendations s
to economize gaus so that we may enjoy
this great luxury through & longer periodl
of time; the real purpose appears to be the
helping of gas companies in this city to se-
cure exemption of property from taxation
‘and such modification of the natural-gas
ordinances as to permit the devil-fish 1o
gft consumers into their grasp, Iniagine
the condition of affairs In our homes with a
iess pressure than we have had for the past
two winters! Suppose melers were put in
and the meager supply of gas were anccur-
ately measured. The supply is insufficlent
to properly heat our homes, and, If it were
possible, we would consume more: asow
will measuring save the fuel? Another ex-
pedient is proposed: namely, increasing the
price, This would have the effect Jdesired
in one way; that is. in foreing out the poor-
er consumers—those, for example, who are
s0 unfortunate as to have but one or two

also

fires. Suppose that all these expedionts

1 last the longer., That they would

were put into effect and all the -
were forced to return to ed-r"'m woud
who would be profited? Is It charac-
teristic of the owners of rich gold mines to
take out only a limited amount of the pre-

, clous ore lest the supply be speedily ex-

hausted? No more would the owners aof
plants that, at present raies, are so profit-
able as to pay out a gréater part of their
indebtedness and yieid dividends to stock-
holdérs greater than annual interest, per-
mit the precious ga® 10 remain hoauded In
the earth In order that the sapply m.a:;.:
not 4o
80 has already been demonstrated. After
refusing for one year to extend mains un-
der pretense that they had not sumficient
gas to supply more customers they began,
when the pressure was lower—in 18210
extend mains at the expense of the proper-
1y owners. Even If prices were doubled
and thousands driven from the use of gsas,
the amount saved would be sold through
mains built at the expense of consumers,
or owners of property who could afford the
luxury.

Mr. Jordan and the gas companies cannot
delude the people into the bellef that there
is necessity for higher prices, lower pres-
sure or metric stealing. Neither can they
make it appear that these measures, =0 de-
sirable, because so profitable, to the com-

es, would make gas last one Jday
onger. W. B. R.

Indianapolis, Aug. 2.
WILSON'S SPEECH.

An Echo of the Catchings Letter and
What It Means in a General Way.

To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal:
As a fitting e¢cho t0 the Catchings letter
from President Cleveland's chief of cuck-
008, or a keynote to the campalgn of apoi-
Ogy and explanation upon which the Dem-
ocrats are entering with fear and trem-
bling, the speech of Chalrman Wilson be-
fore the convention which renominated him
for Congress yesterday is alike appropri-
ate. So does it form a fitting finale to the
wreck which “Mwv [Polioy™ and its altend-
ant ills has made of American Industry, for
the bold threat of Mr. Wilson that com-
plete “tarflff reform” (which every sensi-
ble man knows to mean free trade) 12 10
follow another Democratic Congress, points
plainly to another long, weary wali and
gsickening uncertainty for energy and enter-
prise which may well cause hope (0 give
way to despair. The speech peals our
trumpet tones once more the awful incom-
petency which has proven so0 heavy a bur-
den, =0 great a disaster to the coun:iry in
the ““councils of the brave,” which Cieve-
land says the trusts have blighted. Chair-
man Wilson may have pleased his buck-
wls copgtituents by the whoop and hur-
rah of his speech, and his denunciation of
enterprises of magnitude, made possible by
the policy of protection as followed by the
Republicans In the better days of the coun-
try; but the idle and discouraged wage

worker will look through the “party per-
ndy and dishonor” bill, and the speech us
well, in vain for any promise of v w,-
ment at his old wages or hope or el jor
his half-clad wife and hungry cudaiten wor
will the farmer find in eicher any hope for
better things than MW-cent wool awl iG-went
wheat, while he is at once controurt.d vilh
the positive knowiedge thal aotue (on=ami-
tion of his products will decrease la paojpor-
tion to the aggregale earnings [ s CcoUli-
trymen who are not producers

Had Mr. Wilson been an honest man he
should have told his constituents that the
“cheaper clothing, cheaper twois, cheaper

ttery,” ete., which he =ald were promised

¥ the bill, meant idieness or wages like
thoss paid to Burope's pauper lavor for
more thanr a million Americans. When he
said it meant *“frever and larger commierce
with those nations that buy our farm
products,” and “better markets [or our
farmers,” he but liuminated and empha-
sized that total lack of capacity 1o grasp
a fundamental business proposition con-
stantly characteristic of Democrais sinve
those “good old davs' when America was
one large farm, and had no grinding mo-
nopolists manufacturing goods in competi-
tion with the manufacturers of England
and continental Europe, to whom he ana
his ilk are so painfully anxious to let the
bars of American commerce down. He
could not have had in mind Cuba and Span-
ish America, where, by one fell ssoop, he
and his co-co rators against American
progress deprived American producers, and
especially American farmers, of a market
for many milllons more of their products
each year than the aggregiate produced in
Wilson's whole State; a market, (oo,
opened almost wholly by the MeKinley bill
But, consistently with his generdal want
of business acumen, he looked past the
milllons of workmen in America, who, un-
der the operation of the Mckinley bill,
bought over M per cent. of our farm prod-
ucts, to those “markets of the world” so
prated of hy Iree-trade theorigsts—and
found only in Europe, and where the
American farmer must compete with the
roducts of cheap land and pauper labor

n Australia, India and Africa. The pri-
mary difficulty with Wilson apd s cols
leagues is that they think all of the neces-
saries of life are imported into America,
and hence are tuxed. No greater fallacy
eXists:; no one is more constantly foisted
upon the people by Degmocra™c stumpers,
Diamonds admitted free of auty for the
poor and taxed sugar for the rich are
about the size of Wilson's ability 1o “‘re-
form' the tariff, and afford an accurate
epitome of the concentrated business sense
and wincerity of the Domocratic tarim
tinkerers,

That a proposition to pay a public debt
ig, to an average Democratic politiclan,
like water to a dog with hydrophobia, i3
clearly proven by JMr. Wilsna's speech. He
prates and prates about the excessive rev-
enue collected under the MeKinley bill,
and holds up his hands in woly horror be-
cause more has been collectxl than was
necessary for the expenses of the govern-
ment. Butl if we are to accep: that ancient
maxim of Dean ®Swift, “Halve the duwy
and double the revenue —and It has stood
undisputed for generations—then Wilson
and the other opponents of payment aof
public debts may well prepare to have fits;
for that the Gormaa bill will cause the
country to be fAooded with forelgn-made
goods I8 as easy to believe as that two
ands two make four.

Summed up, the new tariff bill means
lesg work and less wages Tor Americans;
lower prices for farm products, more
imited markets, more Populists, more An-
archists, more Coxey armies, more soup
houzes and a sudden stop in the march
of progresa. Summed up, Wilson's speech
meanse that he thinks he can fool the peo-
ple; it will cause Increased lack of confl-
dence in settled conditions: Increased un-
rest, and a growing conviction of the
truth of that famous announccement in a
Republican speech years ago that “‘na-
tional Democracy i= a national sin, and it
ought to bz destroyed.™

A WORKINGMAN.

Newcastle, Ind., Aug. 3l

Fairvlew Park.

To the Editor of the Indianapoliz Journal:

About ago a4 reporter of a cily
paper, desiring to “rip somebody up the
back,”! fell upon the Citizens’ Street-car
Company and wrole an article concerning
Fairview Park, like the buzzard that flles
over many beautiful fields and flower gar-
dens to find a carcass, this pure-minded
man g£tarts out o find something rotten
about which to write a sensational article,
He ‘thinks he smells a stench in the di-
rection of Fairview Park and starts for
that place, but on arriving he falls 1o find
the desired morsel and continues his search
in a row boat up the canal in the direction
of Broad Ripple, following a party of
yvoung people whom he Ilmagined were
“toughs.” They all got away from him;
he lust the scent of the stench and re-
turned to the park disgusted with his ef-
forts to obtain an item of news. MHe finds
the park just pow a beautiful. quiet place,
but he has come to write It up and mos:
find something to blast it. So he goes back
into the past over a year, and at & time
when he himself sayve the park was a CuUAY
retreat and safe place for refined people
to visit, trumps up a case about which he
tries to write a mensationai article. Now,
if this reporter, as he sayvs, has found
Fairview ark so degenerated of late as
only to be a fit place for Joaters and
toughs who can find no shelter in the
city, he ought to have found a case of
more recent date about which to write his
sepsational article. If any person wants
to know the truth concerning FPalrview
they will find it just the opposite of all
this desigring reporter has sald. This park
has been visited this year by a better class
of people than ever before, and they have
frequently expressed themselevs s belng
well satisfied with all its  surrpundings,
and have even pralsed it for s m_r':aiity
and g(yu] fh(-s;;'lm‘*, G W,

Indianapoils, Aug. IL

a week

Abont Time,
Chicago Inter Ogcean.

It is pretty nearly time Yor Democruts to
quit tlmkin;’ any S'('ft-t"\'2:1r".ll principlas’
or “the parly platform.™ Neither ons can
claim a nearer relationship to the panmy
than a second cousin 1o & wifé's mother-ine
aw,

Perfidy and Dishonoer,
New York Sun (Dem.)
The perfidy Is accompiiatind and "he dis-
horor s compleie. Grover Cleveland bas
vetoed the Domocratic platform




