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Some one in Illinois has discovered
that Governor Altgeld and the Lieuten-
ant Governor are absent from the State,
A State with 125,000 Republican plurality
Eas no need of a Governor like Altgeld.

It is said that a congressional appor-
tionment can be made or Indiana so
absolutely represec.atative that the party
which has six or eight thousand plural-
ity will be sure of a majority of the dele-

Those papers which refer to the Hon.
Hoke 8Smith as an ex-confederate
brigadier do him too much ecredit. He
is the son of an ex-confederate and is

~less considerate toward Unlon veterans
than was his father, who was in it him-
self. | :
While there is no probanility that the
“Republicans will re-enact the McKinley
bill in every particular, they can be
trusted to enact a law which will insure
the American markets to the American

producer with the highest wages  paid
in the world.

"~ Isn't it a rather cheeky proposition on
the part of the silver mine owners that
they demard that their silver be coined
into dollars at the ratio of one of gold
1o sixteen of silver when it takes thirty-
three of silver to buy one of gold in

0 Fhoopenmutet?

Since the evemt of Nov. 6 Senator
Voorhees has no: repeated his brilliant
.-pfnph&iu regarding the price of wool,
but is content to predict that the Dem-:
ocratic Congress during the rest of its
Jife will do little more than pass the
appropriation bills.

' The venerable Holman has got himself
‘together sufficiently to say to a Wash-
ington reporter that *“the Democratic
party is not dead.” The verdict of the
Jury may be correct, but it has taken
& long time to ascertain the condition
of the overwhelmed.

r—— e s .

The Congress which reduted the reve-
nue below the level of expenditure is in
duty bound to make it possible for the
sdministration to borrow money for the
payment of current expenses without.
resorting to the device of selling gold
bonds to keep up the gold reserve.

Never has the financial proposition of
an administration been so generally con-
demned by all those who have knowl-
edge and experience about banking as
has the Cleveland banking scheme. But
there has never been such an objec-
tionable measure devised by an admin-
istration before.

The one redeeming feature in the
career of ex-Governor Tillman, of South
‘Carcolina, is that he did not use the re-
markable powers conferred upon him by
the Legislature to put a dollar into his
pocket which did no! belong to him.
Bed-rock integrity in public affairs is
no insignificant virtue. \

The fact that there is no room in any
United States soldiers’ home for any of
the needy veterans who are now apply-
ing and who are most deserving men
should cause the few papers which ad-
vise the Republican Legislature to dis-
honor the party's pledge to cease oppos-
ing the construction of a State soldiers’
home at Lafayette,

During the year which ended Oct. 31,
1894, a period of unparalleled depression,
fifty national banks were organized,
with a capital of $5,285,000, while twenty-
one banks, with a capital of $2,270,000,
passed into the hands of receivers. Only
one bank out of 178 falled, and with two
or three exceptions these were small
fastitutions. But, with the failures, no
note holder has ever lost a dollar,

e—

In Enox county there was a tle on
the vote for prosecuting attorney at the
Jate election. Republicans hold that it
is the duty of the Governor to call an-
other election, but to this time he has
not given any indication of his purpose.
S0 long as the matter stands as it Is
the man whom the county did not elect
this year will hold the office by virtue
of having no successor to qualify. This
man, it is true, is a Democrat, but Gov-
ernor Matthews shouldgnot, for that
reason, refuse to act. If he does not
the Legislature, when it meets, may
ask him why he does mnot. It may be
none of the Legislature's business, per-

but such a question will be a
embarrassing one. It would be
better to order a new election at

of the most important questions
will come before the convention

shall ppepare to take independent
It is said that senti-
_ment is divided now as much as ever,
 and that some men high in the councils
of the federation who were favorable to

action are now against it
They give as their reason of hostllity
es that politics has seriously re-
4 the 1abor movement and has en-

iondmd dissensions, which, If con-
tinued, would result seriously. On the
other hand, those who favor an inde-
pendent labor party claim that all the
troubles due to political action in the
past are to be attributed to the selling

out of the independent party to one of
the others,

THE POOLING BILL.

There has been no measure before
Congress for some time which involves
80 many unknown quantities as the
pending pooling bill. If it had been un-
der consideration twenty years ago in-
telligent public opilnion would probably
have been opposed to its provisions on
general principles. Then railroad com-
petition was held to be of first im-
portance, and the consolidation of com-
peting lines was regarded as the same
thing as high rates, and by the imag-
inative reformer as the placing of the
yoke of despotism upon the necks of the
people. In twenty years intelligent peo-
ple have become wiser., The much
feared consolidation of competing lines
by lease or absorption has taken place
in many instances, resulting in the re-
ducing of expenses, the better equip-
ment of the roads, and in lower rates
of transportation.

Pooling, that is, the putting together
the money earned by several competing
lines and dividing it by a prearranged
compact or hy leaving it to an arbiter,
was destroyed by the interstate-com-
merce law. At first thought it seems
objectionable because it would seem to
destroy all competition and create a
| monepoly which would result, in ex-
cessive rates of transportation. Still,
under the pooling arrangements it is a
matter of record that the cost of trans-
-portation has declined. This is because
‘rallroad managers have learned that it
Is more profitable to haul large quanti-
ties at low than to establish rates
. which will fhake it impossible to ship
cheaper merchandise, just as they have
dearned that there is more money in
running excursion trains to Buffalo for
$5 than there is in holding up regular
rates arid running light trains or no
trains at all, :

Pooling was prohibited by the inter-
state-commerce ‘act on the assumption
that it would kill competition. The re-
sult is that the country has had some-
thing else—alternate seasons of reckless
competition with inadequate rates on
trunk lines, and seasons when rates
agreed upon by compact were main-
tained. The result has not been satis-
factory either to railroad owner or ship-
per. The putting up and down of trans-
portation rates has been very demoraliz-
ing to business. Men in the same busi-
ness get widely different rates of trans-
portation to the same place, according
a8 the competing rallroads are engaged
In-a reckless rate war or are operating
under a temporary agreement. Again,
rate wars on trunk lines compel the
rallroads to make up losses, in part, by
charges on local business. For instance,
at the present time rallroads charge
no mere for hauling British tin plate
from New York to Chicago or St. Louis
than they do for hauling American plate
from Kokomo to Cleveland, O., or from
Kokomo to any place 250 miles distant.
Then, there is such a thing as too cheap
transportation. It is too cheap when
the receipts are insufficient to keep up
roadbeds, equipments, and to pay the
’l'abor' necessary to malintain a first-
class railroad and first-class service,
The ruin or depreciation of a railroad
by wreckless competition is an injury to
the country through which it runs.
Readers of the Journai can recall the
rallroads which are so poor that they
cannot keep up safe tracks, sound en-
gines and decent cars, and whose facili-
ties were so poor that property in-
trusted to them for shipment suffered
deterioration. Besides, the stockholders
of rallroads, only a small part of whom
are millionaires, have a right to have
some return on the money which they
have invested. Under reckless competi-
tion such as has put a score of rallroads
in the hands of receivers, thousands of
people of limited means have lost their
all.

In view of these facts, if Congress
cofld pass a pooling bill which meets
the approval of commercial bodies and
the Interstate Rallroad Commission it
might be generally beneficial, even if it
should result In higher through rates on
trunk llnes. An even rale the year
round, upon which shippers could rely,
even if a little higher, would be better,
on the whole, than a succession of ups
and downs.
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REFORMER STUART'S NEW ISSUE.

Since the November etection settled
political” dontroversies complaints have
been made in certain quarters over the
lack of exciting issues. Experienced
persons do not join in such complaints,
for they know that with the multi-
farious activities of this nineteenth cen-
tury no long period can go by without
the springing of some tmportant ques-
tion upon the community. Such persons
calmly and confidently await the
progress of events, sure that the issue
will come if it is nothing more than the
perennial one of reforming clock dials
so that they will show the twenty-four
hours of the day. Their confidénce has
not been misplaced on- this occasion.
The issue has been sprung, but this time
it is not clock dials; it the far more
exciting and important one of refoqn-
ing ghe calendar. Mr. Joseph A. Stuart,
of Auburn, Cal., proposes the change.
Living in California, where life moves
slowly. and easily, he has had time to
meditate over the matter, and the re-
sult of his reflections is embodied in a
circular in which he sets forth his new
plan and endeavors to show its su-
periority to the system now in use. He
desires that on and after the 1st day
of January, 190l—a suitable time, as he
thinks, for making the change—the cal-
endar year shall consist of thirteen
numerically mamed months of four
weeks or twenty-eight days each, ex-
cept that to the thirteenth month there
be added the day or days needed to
make the calendar and solar years®coin-
cide. An additional day would be
added every fourth year for leap year.
This addition would have the effect of
putting anniversaries occurring after
February, or the second month, forward
one day, thus making the Fourth of
July of leap year occur on the fifth of
the month. It will perhaps take some
time for the patriotic American mind to
adjust itself to this Hibernian arrange-
ment, but if Mr. Stuart is to be be-
Meved the numerical system and the
getting rid of a nomenclature derived
from heathen gods and goddesses will

, pose to dispense with
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Christian world that minor objections
will be disregarded. He does not pro-

the heathen |
names of the days of the week, but con- I
fines the reform entirely to the months,
though perhaps the weeks will be taken
in hand later. At all even!a, the mat-
ter is now before the public for its con-
sideration, and as it is not likely to be
settled at once it may be expected to
serve for a subject of discussion at in-
tervals when other Issues rest between
this date and 1900,

MERCENARY MURDER.

The remarkable feature of the murder
of Miss Ging at Minneapoiis is that it
was planned, if not actually committed,
by a man who passed as a reputable
member of the business community.
There are now intimations that he was
engaged in various illegitimate transac-
tions, but if this was really the case
he had concealed his part in them with
such success that he was regarded by
the majority of people who met him as
respectable and worthy of confidence.
He was, according to all accounts, one
of the young men of whom every town
is full—occupied in making a living or
in the eager pursuit of wealth by what
methods or occupations few who know
them could exactly define, perhaps, but
still so free from open offense that they
are able to maintain a fair and often
well-deserved social and business stand-
ing. Among these men who do not tie
themselves to one calling, but dip into
everything are venturesome spirits—
speculators, schemers, experimenters,
who may develop into successful finan-
clers, or who may fall into disreputable
practices, according as their ability and
the strength of their principled may be.
It causes no great surprise to learn that
tempting opportunities have overcome
their honesty and that they have com-
mitted forgery, robbery or other com-
mercial crimes. The trail of the dollar
80 covers everything in nineteenth cen-
tury life that it is not to be wondered
at when men who are following in hot
chase forget the command that they
shall not covet nor steal. But, with all
the temptation that the fierce desire to
accumulate money involves, deliberate
murder for the sake of gain is not
looked for among this class of mén.
Buch crimes are assigned by common
consent to a grade of persons much
lower in the scale of intelligence and
respectabllity. Any man of strong and
undisciplined passions in any rank of
society may be =0 overcome by sudden
rage that he will assault and kill a
fellow-creature. Such acts may be un-
derstood by all who realize that they
possess similar passions, and few per-/
sons are so sure of their own superiority
to temptation and of the invincibility of
their own integrity that they are un-
able to understand why other men un-
der stress of need or of avarice rob and
cheat and do other dishonest deeds. But
it is glven to few, it may be believed
and hoped, to comprehend the condi-
tion of mind that leads a man of equal
intelligence and standing with them-
selves, one of their own assoclates, to
plot and plan to take the life of another
for a few paltry dollars. The Ging case
{8 bewildering in this respect. To the
men who were accustomed to meet the
murderer in everyday life it must ap-
pear that a measure of personal secur-
ity is lost. The affalr must create a
degree of distrust in other men, for if
one of their hitherto trusted associates
carried within him the making of a
cowardly assassin, why may not others?
The situation is as iIf any man who
reads of the crime might count a possi-
ble murderer among his friends and
acqualntances, and a murderer of the
most despicable kind. And yet, while it
is so hard for the average man to com-
prehend the mental and moral state
which leads one of his own kind to the
commission of such acts, it must be re-
membered that the Ging case is not the
only one of its kind, but that murders
for the sake of securing Insurance money
are frequently perpetrated by men who
take social and intellectual rank far
above the classes ordinarily styled crim-
inal. There was the case of Mrs. Barna-
by, of Providence, R. 1., who was
poisoned by Dr. Graves, a man of ap-
parent refinement and culture. Dr.
Meyer, lately convicted in New York of
a similar crime, is described as & man
of high intelligence and one who had the
confidence of his associates. The more
recent casc of Howard, charged with
the murder of Pitzel, is of the same
sort.

The only conclusion to be drawn from
these and other like instances is the un-
pleasant one that savage instincts and
an utter lack even of the crudest moral
sense may accompany a high mental
development and may manifest them-
selves in the most devilish manner in
centers of civilization. In the lurid fic-
tion of the railway train and the 5-cent
bargain counter such events are com-
mon and are apt to be classed by con-
temptuous readers as impossible, but
fiction, it must be said again, has noth-
ing more strange than real life even in
the way of murders.

MISLEADING AND MISCHIEVOUS.

A speaker said to a Sunday clud that
twenty yvears ago he had witnessed a
shoe manufacturer in Massachusetts
march “a vast army of his employes”
to the polls and there saw them vote,
discharging those who failed to vote
his ticket. A vast army must have
been several thousand; and yet twenty
years ago the shoe manufacturer who
employed more than four hundred men
was the rare exception, and the place
at which more than a thoasand men
voted was exceptional. The purpose of
the recital was to convey the idea that
men who employ others compel them to
vote as they desire. Every man who em-
ploys others, and every man who is em-
ployed or has been employed in most
States knows that this assumption is
not only false, but insulting. Years
ago, here and there, an employer, in his
zeal to carry his points in politics, hag
attempted to compel employes to vote
as he desired, but the instances are rare.
In all the large manufacturing States
the rule for yvears has been that the
employe has voted as he has pleased.
To make it certain that no man shall
be intimidated Iin the exercise of
suffrage, secret ballot laws have been
enacted in every Northern State, Massa-
chusetts leading all others by two years.
In that State the law was passed
chiefly by those representing the em-
ployers rather than the employes, and
was bitterly assalled by the man who
had been the champion of the employe
for many years. It is also a notorious

| 50 commend itself to the progressive | fact in that State that the large manu-
I;'v, ?. ey |
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Jacturing towns, ke Lowell, Lawrence,

Fall River, have usually given decided

majorities against the party of the man-

ufacturers until this year. In New York
the men who have contended against

, the Hill influence to make the ballot

absolutely secret were not the special
répresentatives of labor. As a matter

of fact, so far as the employe being
forced to vote %with his employer, the
whole thing is a myth. Now and then
an instance has been given general ap-
plication, Unpder the present systems
such an injustice and wrong is impossi-
ble. Why, then, do men who are called
to speak on economic or social toplcs
repeat such falsehoods, which, if be-
lieved, can have no other effect than
to array into hostile and jeaious camps
the two great forces of industrial pros-
perity—the employer and the employe?
Fortunately every sensible man in his
own experience knows that nearly all
such assertions are absurd.

As to Street Cars and Crossings.

Residents of Indianapolis who for many
years had been used to the accommodating
ways of the mule car, which stopped be-
fore every house in a block, if need be,
and at elther or both crossings, adapted
themselves with some difficulty to the new
rule of the trolley system requiring them
to enter and leave at the second crossing.
When it was elaborately explained to them,
however, that by this system and no other
was Lhe safety and convenience of the
community assured, they amiably adjusted
themselves to the new arrangement and ac-
knowledged its advantages. For two years
they have trained themselves in the way
they were taught by the street-rallway au-
thorities. For two years they have obedl-
ently hied themselves to the second cross-
ing when they wished to enter a car, and
have uncomplainingly emerged at the upper
crossing and walked back to the other,
when necessary, on the understanding that
by o doing they were assisting to lessen
the chances of accident to tHemselves and
their fellow-citizens. Now, after painfully
acquiring the second-crossing habit, they
are informed that it is very unsafe and
improper, and are peremptorily ordered
to go to the first crossing hereafter. They
will go, of course, because they must, but
they will accept the ukase of the author-
ities less humbly and unquestioningly than
before, because since those high and
mighty personages have, by their own con-
fession, been proved to be fallible, why
may they not be wrong again? It will be
asked if it is altogether certain that there
is less danger that the opposite car will
swoop down on unwary passengers emerging
at the first crossing than at the lower one;
they will dersire to have it demonstrated
that the opposite car does not acquire suffi-
clent speed in crossing a street to injure
one who steps in front of it, and If the
opposite car does not stop at the first cross-
ing, as may frequently happen, but comes
swiftly on, they will inquire where the ad-
vantage is over the old system. They will
also desire to Know, and are already asking
in a vehement manner, whose convenience
is served when the front end of the car is
at the crossing and they must wade
through mud to the rear platform; also, if
the rear platform is brought to the cross-
ing they will ask if the car is not then
impeding trafic. They will ask, too, if it
i#= a matter beyond dispute that what is
found to be a convenient rule in a slow
country town llke Columbus, O., is neces-
sarily a good rule for Indianapolis. Prob-
ably .they will get no satisfaction from the
street-car autocrats in response to their
rude questions, but this circumstance will
not cause them to cease thelr queries and
criticlsms. Having detected a weak spot
in a hitherto invulnerable armor of wis-
dom, they will cgntinue to probe it. Peo-
ple are bulit that way.

Mr. Corbett flatters himself that he has
elevated the prize ring by his connection
with it, but this argument has evidently
very little weight with the Michigan City
lady who is suing for divorce on the ground
that her husband associates with this same
Corbett and other low persons of the
sugilistic order. At all events, he has not
elevated it high enough for her taste.

BUBBLES IN THE AIR.

Popular.
““You dare to say that I don't take?"
Said the eyclone, getting warm;
“Wherever | an appearance make,
I carry the house by storm.”

Surprised.

“Matrimony,” complained the gentleman
of the old school, “matrimony is made
much too easy nowadays."

“Mebbe you are right,” answered Mr. N.
Peck., “but I'Il be eternally doggone if I
notice it getting any easier in my case.”

Confidence.

“What I admire about you people is the
great and abounding confidence you have
in your town,” said the distinguished
Briton.

“That's what,” gaid the Chicago magnalte,
“We got a heap of confidence in the town
in gineral, even if we ain't much in one
another."

Wine.

Chollle—Baw Jove, do you know I think
I'll be cwemated when I'm dead?

Miss Figg—Why, Mr. Litewayte?

Chollle—Just fancy, now, a fellaw being
in the grave for a year or so and then dug
up again faw some purpose or another.
Don't you see his clothes would be all out
of fashion by that time?

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.

The wife of ex-Semator Blair, of New
Hampshire, is about to publish a novel of
New England life.

Wilhelmina, the girl Queen of Holland,
was set to work by her English governess
the other day at drawing and coloring a

of Furope, as a punishment. The au-
trina::'?ou; Fqt:hildm.uuule Holland spread itseif
over land and sea and shrunk the British
Isles to mere dots, enveloped in an ochre
London fog.
The death of Prof. Josiah Cooke, of Har-

vard, has necessitated the election of a
new president of the American Academy of

Sciences, and the name of Algand‘i-r :32?:,;
siz has now been put upon e suce C
roll, which contains, besides Dr. Cooke's,

the names of Professor Lovering, Charles
Francis Adams and Asa Gray.

Miss Dorothea Klumpke, the California
lady who has attracted much attention late-

ly in Baris for her work in astronomical

research, has besn made a doctor of
mathematics by the University of the Sor-

bonne, after passing an excellent examina-
tion. This degree {8 now, for the first

time, conferred upon a woman in France.
In 1588 Rubinstein was to be impersonated

at St. Petersburg in a play called *“Th=

Symphony.” The actor Davidoff, who was

to take the role, celled on the composer for
hints. “If you wish to look like me,"” ex-
claimed Rubinstein, "remember.“ above all
things, little nose and much hair."”” Davidoft
took the hint and made a great “hit."
The London Spectator notes an interesting
racial fact in the following comment: “No
body of Englishmen strong enough to re-

sist has ever been ablée to reconcile itself
to live under foreign domination. Either
it retreats, as it did from Java, or it up-

sets the native authority, as it did in Texas.
The best proof that Americans are not
forelgners is that the British Ymmigration

merges itself gently in the population, and
is not even, ukxo the Irish ard the Germans,

a separate voting power.”

The Empress Catherine had a warm
heart for the ladies of her court. Walis-
gewski relates in the new volume of his
history that Catherine, noticing that the
beautiful Mille, Potocka, who had lately

) i
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into the pail she carried, and at her ex-
wonder sald: “It is only the
milk, which has curdled.”

In his last book Dean Hole tells the fol-

lowing story: “Rishop Jackson much en-
joyed a doubtful compliment which was
paid to him by the young curate of the
parish in which he lived, who was much
attached to him, and who sald to him one
day in conversation: ‘I can assure you, my

ﬁ that my rector Is such an exceptionally
man and his wife such an exceedingly
good woman, and they are in every respect
80 infinitely my superiors, that if & weren't
for your lordship and Mrg. Jackson I should
feel quite uncomfortable.” "'

Better ashuman c::d
That aches with the load of life
Than a calm an

Olympl god
Who never hatb syffered strife!
—Henry Austin.

WHAT THEY WILL DO

PLANS OF THE “TURNED-DOWN” IN-
DIANA CONGRESSMEN,

A lajorl(y Will Return to the Practice
of Law = Mr, Holman to Devote
His Time to His Memolrs.,

Special to the Indianapolis Journal

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10.—The members
of the Indlana delegation, none of whom,
Bave Mr. Johnson, have been re-elected,
are now perfecting their plans for the
future, after their periods of statesman-
ship will have ended next March. Most of
them are lawyers and, consequently, in de-
fault of something better, they will return
to their law offices, brush the dus: off their
desks and wait for clients. Taking them
in the order of their districts their future
plans are as follows: ’

Mr. Taylor will return to Petersburg and
open a law office. He has no partner and
must, therefore, build up a new practice.
Like Gladstone, the statesman from the
First district will hereafter eschew polltics.

Mr. Bretz will also return to his law
books in Jasper. Unllke Mr. Taylor, how-
ever, Mr. Bretz wil stay in politics and
will lay his wires for a renomination to
Congress, t!oplng to succeed Mr, Hardy in
the fifty-fifth House.

Mr. Jason Brown will resume his citizen-
ship at Seymour. He admits he is out of
politice.

Mr. Cooper will open a law office at Co-
lumbus with his younger brother.

Mr. Holman will enter into partnership
with his son. The elder Holman will not,
however, do any office business, but will
remain on his farm near Aurora, and will
appear In the courts only to argue or plead
cases. As already announced, Mr. Holman
will devote all his leisure time 10 the prep-
aration of memoirs of his life in Congress.
He has been a member of Congress, ~ith
occasional lapses, since 1856, and his book
will, therefore, cover nearly half a century
of his country’'s most interesting history.
The period of the clvil war will be especial-
ly famiiiar to Mr. Holman, as he was a
member of the House during all that time.
He was a member of the committee ap-
pointed by Congress to examine into the
causes of the ‘wyar, and as a member of
that committee he attended officially the
first battle of Bull Run. Mr. Holman’'s ac-
count of the departure of the committee for
the battlefield and its return is said to be
very graphic. Politics will be kept out of
the book, and it will be purely a series of
reminiscences.

Mr. Bynum repeats that he will return to
Indianapolis to practice law, unless some
better opening should present itself else-
where. He recognizes that he has made
some very bitter enemies in Indianapolis,

but his present purpose is to return to the
capital city.

Mr. Brookshire views the future with a
comfortable eve. He has invested very
heavily in real estate 1. various places,
partly for permanent investment, partly for
speculation. He confided to Mr. Jason
Brown that he and Mr. Vanderbilt owned
several millions of acres of land in North
Carolina, though not in equal portions. Mr.
Brookshire has also made some Investment
In Washington real estate. He will make
his home in Terre Haute.

Judge Waugh returns to his las practice
in Tipton.

Mr. Hammond will, of course, remanlc in
Hammond to watch his present busluesk in-
terests, Indeed, he hasg not vet come to
Washington, and ic is not known whether
he will take his seat during the entire
present session. v

Mr. Martin, like Micawber, is waiting for
something to turn up. If nothing better
intervenes he will live again in Bluffton,
where he will retain his lively interest in
politics.

Mr. MeNagny «will return to the law
firm with which he has always retained
his membership during all his congressional
career. He has kept himself in harness
always, and at intervals during his cam-
paign last summer, argued a number of
cases. His present purpose is to cbandon
politics.

Mr. Conn wi!l have his musical instrument
factory at Elkhart and his newspaper at
Washington to keep him fully occupied
after he leaves Congress. He has bought
himself a handsome residence in a fash-
ionable quarter of this city, but he will re-
taln his residence at Elkhart, and will
divide his nume between the two cities. He
is done ‘with politics,

A Unseful Card.
Philadelphia Record.

One of the Missourians at the Capitol
has a card, on one side of which Js printed
his name and address and on the other
these words:

I have troubles of my own.

Pon’t mention yours,

e

The other day Senator Voorhees and the
owner of the card were seated together
in a cable car. The Indiana Senator, in
the course of the conversation, suddenly
turned on the Missourian, who, of course,
is a Democrat, and beogan to arraign him
severely for the way 'n which that great
State had treated the Democratic party in
the late election. The Missourian listened
patiently to the Senator's outburst for
some time, and then slowly went down into
his pocket and fished out the card, which
he handed to his reighbor.

“What's this?' zsked the Senator, hold-
ing it to the light of the gar window. *“I
have troubles of my own. Don't mention
yours.” The spirit of the joke suddenly
dawned on the Indlana statesman, and,
throwing back his head, he lauged hilarious-
ly. When he handed the cara oack to its
owner he expressed a wish to get one like it,
because, he sald, it exactly covered the
situation, and he had much need of a sim-
flar device to shut off debate.

Dressing for a Jury.
Washington Post.

Henrietta Rusasell, when she got her di-
vorce from Edmund Russell, wore con-
ventional dress. She was in corsets, and
waore shoes with heels, She did up her hair.
She was afrald the jury might not be Del-
sarteans and so would not admire her styvle
of beauty in the Delsarte garb. The jury
asked if she could support the boy, and
she sald she could. They probably thought
al dressmaking. They gave her the decree
and she weanl home. threw her corseis in
the ash barrel, gave her dress to the cham-
bermaid, cut off the heels of her shoes,
let down her hair, cut the rim off her sallor
hat—and was a Delsartean priestess once
more,

Novel Plea Iin nn Embezziement Case.

CHICAGO, Dec. 10.—The defense in the
trial of the Meadowceraft brothers, charged
with fraud in connection with the fallure
of their bank, caused a sensation to-day by
the introduction of unique methods. Tha
first witness called for the defense was John
D. Collins, upon whose testimony an indict-
ment against the defendants has been re-
turned. The attorneys for the defense ques-
tioned Mr. Collins as, the amount of his
deposit and then publicly tendered him that
amount with iMerest. This, they clained,
cleared their cllents of the charge of em-
bezzlement, declaring that under the law
embezzlement could not be charged unless
the money involved be lost to the depositor.
The court took the matter under advise-

ment.

Not Altogether Free, Eilther.

Philadelphia Recorl.
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'MODKL CITY CHARTER

VIEWS OF DR. EDMUND J. JAMES ON
A CURRENT QUESTION.

ence on Good Municipal Government
—European ldeas Not Available.

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., Dec. 10.—The Na-
tional Municipal League convention closed
its business session here at noon to-day,
when an adjournment 'was taken and A
tour of inspection made to St. Paul. The
main feature of the morning session was

a paper on “The Elements of a Model Char-

ter for American Cities,”” by Prof. Edmund
J. James, of the University of Pennsyl-
vania. He said:

“In discussing the subject of ‘A Model
City Charter’ I shall have occasion to refer
ofien to the city of Philadelphia, not only
because I know most about that city and
its government, but also because Fhila-
delphia has, in my judgment, made most
substantial contributions to the theory and
practice of better city government in the
United States. As my remarks on this sub-
ject may, therefore, seemm somewhat incon-
sistent with statements imputed to me by
the press reports ‘gurportlns to give the
substance of my dress before this cody
last spring at New York city, I tak: (his
opportunity of calling public attention to
the fact that I did not say, as 1t wis re-
ported, that the city of Philadelphii. was
governed by a set of thieves and rascals

“The description I gave of American city
government, at its worst, applied to the cby
of New York under the Tweed ring, not o
the city of Philadelphia at all; and I sald
in the course of my remarks that the city
of Philadelphia had, in my opinion, mude
in its Bullitt charter on: of the most val-
uable cgpntributions to wood city govern-
ment in the United States thus far made
by any American city. It was also my
opinion that the present administration of
Philadelphia was the best we have ever
had since the group of villages on the
banks of the Delaware and Schuylkill be-
came a city in 1854, and that the present
shortcomings in our city government were
to be traced largely to defects of organiza-
tion as 1 had indicated in the velume on
the ‘City Government of Philadelphia,’ pub-
lished by the Wharton School of Finance
and Economy of the University of Pennsyl-
vania. In all that pertains to efficlency of
city administration, Philadelphia will bear
favorable comparison with any other large
city in the country. Its government is not
vet, of course, ideal, nor alas! that of any
other large American city; but It is vastly
better than It ever was before, and it has
certainly applied along some lines the sound
principles of clity government.

MUST BE AMERICAN, NOT EUROPEAN.

“Phe question of a model city charter
is a purely relative one depending on tem-
poral and local conditions. A form of gov-
ernment which worked well a generation ago
in the United States is probably unsuited
for us now. A form of government which
works well in European countries to-day is
probably not well adapted for Amerncan
conditions. The model city charter for
American cities is the charter under which
the business which devolves upon
the modern municipality in the
United States can be most efficiently
performed. This Is to be ascerialined by a

study of prevalling conditions in this coun-
try at this present time and not by refer-
ence to the history of our own cities in the
past or to the conditions of European cities
in the present. The study of the past, then,
in America or the present in Europe, is
not what we need most, but the study of
the present in the United States. In this
setatement there is no intention 10 belitde
ths importance of studying history or of ex-
amining foreign conditions—both have their
own justification, both are necessary-—su-
premely necessary—as a part of general
culture and as showing what has been done
at other times and places, but neither could
throw much light on the problem in hand,
viz,: how to accomplish similar or better re-
sults here and now.

“While we must adndt that in the gov-
ernment of citles we have thus far falled
in one sense, at least, and Europe has suc-

| cceded relatively; yvet in another sense wa

are further along toward an ultimate solu-
tion of the city government problem than*
Europe. Modern citles cannot bz governed
in the long run in free countries except
upon the basis of universal suffrage, -
lar representation and popular control. We
are already upon this basis and ar: slowly
solving the problems involved, though they
are rendered doubly difficult by the compli-
cations of the foreign element. We have
not yet succeeded, it is true, but we are,
at least, grappling with the problem with a
cerujng‘ of solving it in the long run;
while rope has not even been brought
face to face with it In such a way as to
realize the gravity of the situation. Europ-
ean stat will be sending men here to
study our municipal government before a
generation has passed away, because we
shall have solved some problems with which
they will be unsuccessfully wrestiing. No
American city could be managed at all on
t!le plan adopted in England or France or
Germany, and I am sure that it will not
be possible to manage European clties on
their gresent plan after universal suffrage
shall have done its perfect work The
method of government by committees, for
example, so characteristic of English citi
has broken down absolutely here and wil
surely break down as absolutely there.
:-‘l::n their conditions become more like our

BASED ON UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE,

“An ldeal city charter must, therefore,
take account of time anu place, reckon-
ing with what is possible under existing
conditions. No city charter can be an ideal
one for American conditions which relies
for its excellence updn a limited suffrage—
limited either by the possession of prop-
erty or so-cailed education—for the simple
reason that such a charter could not be
successfully worked. It would arouse such
popular antagonism and distrust that Mt
could not effect the good results which
might seem on a priori grounds likely to
flow from such an arrangement. Acceptin
then the principles of universal man
(and possibly also womanhood) suffrage, |
popular representatton, and popular loc:l
control, what are the ele ts of a mod
city charter for American conditions? 8
& charter should give the greatest possible
amount of self-goverument to the com-
munity. The locality should really have
the right to frame its own charter, in all
matters of detall, providing for itz own
scheme of organization, determining the
powers and functiond of its own govern-
ment. It should be, as far as ible,
autonomous, self-determining an¢ inde-
pendent of State control, eitner legisiative
or administrative, We are indebted to Mis-
sourli and the far Western States for the
first movements in this direcuon. The mere
work of framing these charters by the com-
munities themselves would do more to
arouse popular interest in city govern-
ment than all our municipal leagues o as-
sociations.

“"We oftentimes hear it said that democ-
racy has broken dewn as a systera of gov-
ernment in American cities. Nothing of
the sort. Democracy has never yvet been
fairly tried. No city community has been
left to gbdvern itself. Legislatures have not
only given the charter in most cascs, but
they have continually interfered in the
administration of local affairs in such a
way as to allow no real self-government
at all. l.et us first make a fair trial of
popular government in our cities before -we
aliow that it has broken down.

“It is believed that our American ex-
perience has demonstrated that in framing
such a charter for our large cities, whether
it be done by the ..eygislature, as in most
States, or by the cit'es themselves, as is
now nominally done v a few States, two
principles should be adonted. Firstiy, the
executive and the legislative authorities
should be clearly differentiated and as far
as possible vested in different bodles. This
is a fundamental departure from the
European gystem commonly In force and
from our past systems. Secondly, the
executive sghould be organizedon tre sound
basis of permanent civil service under the

for not too short a term: whiie the legis-
lative should be organized on the principle
of a sufficliently numerous representative
body chosen by a system which includes
the principles of geographical distribution
and minority representation.

AN UNSUCCESSFUL PLAN.

“In brief, the work of city administra~
tion should be divided among executive de-
partments, varying in number with the
functions actively assumed by the commu-
nity, the heads of which should be ap-
pointed by the Maypr at his own pleasure,
but in 20 case torra longer term than his
own—-a plan similar to the present Philalel-
phia one, All clerical positions should be
fllled by competitive examinations open o
all young persons of sultable age according
to a system now nominally in force in
several cities in the United States. The

SRR

Address Before the Nutional Confers |

direction of a Mayor elected tw the peaple |

Spectors, ete., should be flled
the ranks of those who have had a
tralning for such work. All ofMicials

| regular empioyes below the

of departments, except

confidential positions, shouid be removable
only on statement of reasons by the re-

recommended by coivil-service reformers has
broken down practically whenever iried
cities and must be replaced by one

on sounder administrative principles

“The wenrkest in our best governed
American cities E the kfﬂlﬂn body, and
it must be radically reformesd before we
can hope for much but in doing
this regard must be had to American polit-
i experience and traditions. These re-
quire a recognition, on the one hand, of
the principle of a liberal number of
sentatives, and their selection by districts,
and, on the other, of the principle of pro-
portional representation.

: "'l'!ﬁl; aut\lrla body should consist of
wo divisions, the most numerous oonsist-
ing of represertatives chosen by districts
(wards, etc.); the smaller body on a general
ticket with the method of cumulative vote
ing. It would better to have the mems
bers of the t numerous body chosen
in three or five member districts, with &
similar application of the cumulative vole.
This me would give full recognition to
the principie of geographical nin-
tion, at the same time that it would aliow
a consziderable recognition of the principle
of proportional representation, a princ
which, however objectionable when

to State or national legisiation, seems cer-
{ tainly well adapted to work out good re-
sults in local matters.

“With a system based on universal suf-
frage, and po‘g:l‘u control, with full local
authority so popular government shall
have a fair chance in cities, with an inde-
pendent executive in control of an efficient
civil service, assisted a system of rep-
resentation which d allow intelligent
minorities a fair opportunity to exercise
their legitimate influence it is believed that
the formal organizarion of city government
would answer (0 the fundamental needs of
American conditions and would thus offer
an adequate chinery for the exprassion
of our civic life resulting at no distant
date in a gréal Improvement Iin our oity
governments."

In the discussion of Mr. James's paper a
prominent part was taken by William G.

Low, of Brooklyn. Other participants in
the morning programme were Clinton R,

Woodruff, of Philadeiphia; Dr. William Fol-
well, of Minneapolls; David Mould, of Sioun

City; %odt Haas, of Galesburg, JIl.; J,
A. Bu ”‘rg Milwaukee; Prof. John R,
Ficklen, of New and Marvin A,
Farr, of Chicago. The delegates returned
to Minneapolis for a banguel to-night at
the West Hotel. An tavitation for the next
convention to be held at Cleveland was not
acted on adversely or otherwise.

CROP STATINTIOS,

Average Price of Forma Products and
Condition of Winiter Wheat.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 0.—The returns to
the statiztical division of the Departinent
of Agriculture for the month of December
relate principally to the average farm price
of the various agricultural products on the
first day of the month. By farm prices is
meant the price of products on the farm or
in the pearest local or rallway market. Ia
comparisons of these prices with commer-
cial quotations alowance must bde made
for cost of handiing, transportation, profits

of dealers, etc. 3

The farm price of corn, aAvVerage, was
4.6 cents per bushel, which is 9.1 cents
higher than the corresponding price of last
year. which was 367 cents per bushel. This
price is 63 cents per bushel higher than
the average price for the decade—1880 to
I1889—and is just 4 cents higher than the
average for the four years 1880 to 1853 The
average price of wheat is #4858 cents per
bushel, the lowest price in the past twen-
tv-nve years. This price is 3.9 cents less
than the average for the ten years, 183 to

1889, and is 221 cents less than the average
ior the four {un. 1890 to 1883, re-
turns make the general price per
of rye 50.6 cents, which is
«than the price at the sam=
The average farm for

tuned for Dec, 1 this xear, .
higher than for tae correspondi
last year, being 2329 cents
against 283 Dec, 1, 1882, The average
price of barley Is 4.3 cents per
against 40.6 cents for the year 1883,
gain of 3.7 cents, The price for &I was
47.2. The average price of buckwheat Is
SR 2 cents per bushel, against @ cents for
the year 1883, or a decline of 2.8 cents. The
returns show the average price of hay to
be $R.35 r ton, while that wf last year
on the f s was $0.18

The condition of winter wheat on Dec. 1
AvVe 89, against 515 in the year 1553
and 87.4 in the year 1865, In the principal
winter-wheat States the cen aras
as follows: Ohio, S3; M #2; Indiana,

Kunsas, 7;

Nebraska, T; California, . The returns
of correspondents of the t make
the acreage of winter wheat sown last fail
108 per cemt. of the final estimate of the
area harvested In 18, which was 2551879
acres, 4 figure larger than the
estimate given out in June which,
upon further Investigation, was found to

too low. This preliminary estimate,
therefore, makes the area sown for the
harvest of 1865 24224000 acres.

Condition of Winter Wheat.
CHICAGO, Dec. 10.—The December crop
report of the Prairie Farmer, (o be jssued
to-morrow, will say that further invesiiga-
tion confirms the estimate made last
month of 6 per cenl Iincrease in nter
wheat, compared with the area harvested

this year. The condition of the growing
¢crop averages 91.L or about two points
lower than a year ago. The crop was
nted under unfavorable conditions: a
arge part of the area suffered from severd
?hroug!i;; d:lxring (illctober %m&:-. la'nd
e t Is smrll, not w stoolin
rly and thin on the ground. If hari
weather is daferred and there are
good rains the deficiencies noted may be
corrected, but the general stamina of the
plant I8 less satisfactory than a year ago.
A special report on corn indicates about
7 per cent. of the crop is merchantable, or,
in round numbers, 1,100,000,000 busheis,

88: Illincis, 91; Missouri, -

Boards of State Institutions.
To the Ednor of the Indianapeils Journal:

In the Journal of the 6th inst. you quote,
under the heading, “Keep the party
Pledges,” the following resolution of the
late Republican convention:

“We helieve that the benevolent, educa-
tional and .correctional Institutions of the
State should be placed under nonpartisan
control.”

In your comments it is stated that “this
means that the boards shall not only be
made up from both parties, but that they
shall be made up of men who have the
ability and integrity to look out for the
interests of the taxpayers above all else™
ete,, but you do not state in what way a’
nonpartisan board should be formed; but
in an interview In the issue of the Sth
inst.,, Senator Boyd, chalirman of the com-
mittee on benevolent institution® states
there  are fourteén BState institutions in

which appointments are 10 be made. "The
Governor,” he says, “may be allowed the

appoiating power, but with a string to gt
For instance, there Is & northern niten-
tiary and a southern; a majority the di-
rectors of one penitentiary must be Re-
ublican and of the other they might be
Democratic,” and so on through the Lst,
seven Republican and seven Demecratic,
If this 1&g the theory to carry out the
pledges of the party, It Is certainly a
unigue one. To voluntarily glve (o0 the
pariy the people have re lated partisan
conlrol“o; one-ll;alf of - ﬁult.ti n;mum-
tions thout the asking cer Yy Een-
erous, when we take into consideration the
charges of mismanagement mad~ against
that party. Suppose a: te for the
Legislature had proclaimed in his speeches,
“If T am elected 1 to vote o turn
over the control of‘ obe-half of the State
institutions to the Democratic tyv.” deo
' you think he would have been elected? This
theory of farming out one-halfl of the in-
stitutions to Democratic control
is certainly a mistaken one, Tor instead of
obviating partizsan mum‘ it eru[;u
& double rtisan management-—one e
ublican n:':»: the other Democratico. Tp this
guu.e there are four recognized :rﬂ.l- A
strictly nonp;;}lun“t?‘!l'd. with t pmv::
ar ment polit parties,  would
nn?dnf: make, If pot impossible. lnstead of
wltempting to make a strictly nonpartisan
board or farming oul one-half to the De-
mocracy, it would harmonize more with
the spirit and iIntention of the platfoarm to
create bipartisan boards or, in fome In-
stances, tripartisan onef, the party in pow-
! er holding the majority representation. Te
illustrate: In a board of seven directors,
four should Be R blican, two Democratie
14 gl n (0 the St parties | Tt::
wou ve to t d -
it on the Begrd.

time hold the major! Pl't,'
v mql:d'win't‘z! o hig




