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AT THE PLAY HOUSES

TIM MURPHY AT ENGLISH'S TO-MOR-
ROW IN “A TEXAS STEER.

Stuart Robson at the Grand Tuesday
ia “The Rivals"=Other Holi-

day Attractions.

For three nights and a Christmas matinee,
Deginning to-morrow evening, the attrdc-
ticn at English’'s Opera House will be Hoyt's

greatest comedy, A Texas Steer.” with Tim

Murphy in his clever impersonation of Mav- |

erick Brander, the old Texas cattle king
whom Charies H. Hoyt bas transplanted to
Washington, D. C., and placed In Congress
for the sake of showing the workings of the
political machine. The story deals with the
experiences of Maverick Brander. owner of
& Dig o ttle ranch in Texas, who is forced
Into vongress at the point of several un-
pleasant looking revolvers, just because his
constituents want a representative.

NevesSraTy to enumerats the ludicrous events
that attend Brander's acclimation to the
Htica. mmial atmosphere of the Na-
8 cap
Tim Murphy has scored a lasting success
in the role of Maverick Brander. He has
yed he part upward of 1600 times Mr.
: iy ~ill present the “Steer” with ‘ts
na! thandsome scenlec  environment.
ay Sherrod plays Bossy Brander and
the other characters are in the hanis of
actors especially selected for the parts.

Grand—Stunrt Robson.

SMuar: Robson's annual engagement at
the CGrund opens Tuesday night with “The
Rivals.,” On Christmas day he wil appear
both matinee and night in his new play
“Government Acceptance.” In his long and
successf] career as an actor It is claimed

Mr. Robs: n never had a play whic) gav: h '
g T "' | ple believe her songs are shocking,

greater opportunities for a display of his
versatility than does Daniel Hart's drama
“Government Acceptance.” The scene of
the play i= laid in Washington, and as one
of the leaders in the charming Bohemian
gircies of that city Mr., Robson has oppor-
tunities for his delightful humor and re-

fresiing comedy. One of the prominent
ehart ters is a United States Senator. He

is not the style of statesman usually pre-
sented on the stage, but a falthful reproduc-
tion of the Senator as seen in Washington.
“If merit always won,” he gays to the
Young Inventor, “the world would have no
::: for men I‘l:f inﬂlt?en.-ef-." In a frank, hon-
manner he tells of comgmittee doings,
and the light of truth is turned on political
Jife in Washington. The social life is also
Elotured. The life in which the author savs,
Hearts break while the music plays, and
where ambition mocks the tles of blood
and forgets the obligations of gratitude.”
g N. Tecumseh Sheridan, Mr. Robson will
Ve pathetic as well as comedy scenes.
His pathos Is heart reaching in.its sim-
and earnestness, It Is an entertain-

lett
play.

Tuesday night Mr. Robson will give
his only performance of *“The Rivals,
which will open the brief engagement here.
This recalls the famous cast of the play at

Keene's theater in New York thirty
Years ago. Willlam Rufus Blake was Sir
Anthony, Charles Walcott was Sir Lucius
(e er, John T. Raymond was David,
Mrs. ugham was Mrs. Mala»rop, lLaura
Keene was Lydia and Stuart Robson was
Hob Acres. Mr. Robson is the only member
of that great cast that is now living. He
says: I feel as young and active to-day
as when I played Bob thirty years ago.”

Bancrvoft, the Magician, Thursday.
At the Grand Opera House, beginning
mext Thursday evening and for the rest of

the week, Frederick Bancroft, the magi-
cian, will be seen here for the first tlime in

his speciacular production of magic. All
who have seen his wonderful feats agree
that his hands are the most skilliful in the
world. He Is the originator of a large num-
ber of magical deceptions that absolutely
dafy detection, and which, because of their
gxtreme difficuity, can be
by himself. In every detall of his novel
entertainment he has studiously departed
from the time-worn ideas which have been
followed by so many generations of magi-
¢ians, He earries with him a large com-
¥ of competent assistamts, among them
& number of TfTascinatling young
women, who are clever specialty artisis,
and furnish an agreeable variety to the en-
tertainment. Special cars convey the scen-
ery and furniture that is needful, so that
not whatever belonging to the theater
i= The scenery which Mr. Bancroft
carries s claimed to be the finest that has
been exhibited in productions of magic. To
regular theater goers the production
has the charm of genuine novelty and pos-
sesscs a strong atiraction for women and
children.
O ———————
“Trilby,"” New Yenr's.

The approaching engagement of ““Trilby"
Rere will excite the greatest interest
among all classes of people, " Indianapolis
will see Paul Potter's play for the first
time New Years matinee at the Grand,
Where it will remain  the balance of
the week, including another matinee Sat-
urday. Of the characters in the play,

“Trilby, the newest and most charm ng cre-
ation of the . Will be epacted here by
Mabel Amber, Wht was chosen in New
York last spring fram among forty-seven
Young aspirants as the best-fitted, physi-
cally and mentally, to play the part In
leading company to 1:: on the road.
the long run of t ‘ay in Bos-
ton, iIss Amber was the ilby at the
Boston Theater, and she will appear here
. A8 the bewitching heroine of Du Maurier's
novel. Misa Amber is gifted—first of all—
with an intelllgent knowledge of what
she portrayvs. Paul Potter, the author of
the play, in speaking of Miss Amber, said.
“She is a: itIieal Tri hi\;; 5
; she Is sympathetic, reaponsive and
radiant, and has an artistic temoerament,
;l'l‘l.ch admirably fits her for the par:.”
Amber played for many vears all the
leading female roles in Mr. Nat . Good-
win's productions. Svengall will be plaved
by ore Roberts, a young actor, who,
before joining A. M. Paimer's companvy,
had done excellent work for many vears
with Danfel Frohman's Lyveeuam Theater
Mpung.!n New York, and Jlater with
Fanny venport, The other roles are in
- ecompetent hands.

The Bostonians Next Week,

rformed only |

She has beauty of |

Among the foremost of the forty odd mem-
bers are the Crawford brothers, Julia Mel-
rose, Dee and 8St. Clalr, sketch artisis;
Sapphira, a beautiful young woman and
clever juggler; James E. Black, the terp-
sichorean high Kicker: the four Angela sis-
ters, the only *“lady quartet™ on the
vaudeville stage; Baggesen, contortionist;
Bertina Leslie; Demora, the hand balancer;
Martie Semon, six-year-old Img’f.rsonntor of
Frominent artists; the sisters yv. and the
“Imperial Ballet Troupe.,”” under the direc-

tion of Signor Peri, introducing the beauti.’

ful Mile. Maud Garnello, with a bevy of
beautiful coryphees. The performance closes

with the Crawford brothers' satirical com-
edy, entitled, “Two Old Sports Among the
Bloomer Girls.” This company comes this
season with gorgeous costumes and scenic
effects and all the popular songs.' A special
feature with this great company will be
the first appearance In this city of the latest
New York success, Nillson's Aerial Ballet.
2ix giris form a heautifu] picture dancing
alnri floating in midair. It is a vosltive nov-
elty.

Paderewski's Polish Fantasle.
Paderewski's famous Polish fantasie,
which was such a success in Parls, will be
included in the programme of his Indianap-
olis recital Saturday evening, Jan. 11, at
English's Opera House. The fantasie was
written in the summer of 1883 and first

| played at the Oc¢tober festival in Norwich,

|
The
plece has been seen here so often it is not |

| ideality.

England. The composition 1s a thoroughly
characteristic work, llustrative alike of the
composer's own temperament and his poetic
It is fitful and moody, bilt general
rhapsodical —extremely brilllant and equally
difficult. The slow movement is exceedingly
beautiful and grand, while the finale is

which
feeling.

is reflected mational sentiment and

Trhamctorﬁted by a brightness and vigor In

Mrs, Gen. Tom Thumb Coming.
Mrs. Tom Thumb and her company of lit-

| tle and big people are coming back to In-

| dfanapolis

next Friday and Saturday, at

English’'s Opera House., There will be a
matinee each day and the prices will be
made so low as to let everybody—children

{ and all—see this famous little woman. The

whole world knows of Mrs, Gen. Tom Thumb |

and her fame

as a midget will never. be
forgetten.

Notes of the Stageyd
Yvelte Guilbert says only “stupil” peo-

Francis Wilson i= =aid to have mat with
wonderful success in Sir Arthur Sallivan's
new opera *“The Chieftain.” )

Stuart Robson has another new play
called “Mrs. Ponderbury's Past.” He will
produce it in New York next month,

Eastern critics seem to think that Olga

| Nethersole wears the worst fitting costumes

on the stage of any woman now starring.
The New Year's week attractlon at the

| Empire will be Harry Morris's entertainers,
{ one of the best variety shows on the road.

The famous Bostonians are easily the first |

light opera company in Ameriea, and the'r
performances are the stapiard by whaich
all others are measurel. Their engagemen:
At the Grand Opera House, next Monday
and Tuesday, Dec. 30 and 21, will excite un-
usual interest among theater-goers. The en-
smw.t will be ushered in with the pro-

otien, for the first time here, of their lat- |

o8t sucoesn, the new

romantic opera, “'A
Wart'me Wediling.'"

On Tuesday evening a

revival will be made of “Robin Heool™ The |

roster of principals for the present season
finda the foliowing artists in the role: Henry

Clay Barnabee, Willlam H. MacDonald, Jes- |

gle Bartiett Davis, Helen Bertram Heniey,
ne Cowles, Gearge Frothingham, Har-

Blake, Jerome Sykes, Josephine Bart- |

Jett, Allce Nlelson, O. E. Landle, Cora Bar-
- mabee, Charles R. Hawley, leonora Guito
and cthers. One of the mest effective chor-

uses ever assembled in light opera is szail |

10 be a feature this year, while a well-
trained orchestra. under the baton of 8. .
Studley, s an coually important adjunct.
The alvance sale for these two Bostonian

L!,I;u will open next Thursday at the Pem-
"

Park—="The Capiain's Mate.”
Commencing with to-morow's matinee, the
Park has a bright Christmas week attrac.
tion In the well-known aetress Florence
Bindley, who appears “or the firs:
days in “The Captain's Mate” and the last
three in “The Pay Train™ The former is a

in~ee |

sensational comedy-drama, In which Mise |

Bindley is the clever heroine. Miss Bindiey
in her knibkerbockers, makes an intt'rvra:il'?é
ter, shows .all the agility and
which “has characterized her previous

als of her dual role, Miss Bindley's

m tles in the zinging and dancing iine
& cholce part of the play. She s
equally éntertaining in playing masical in-
struments,. The story telis of the abduction
of a Mite giri from heéer home, and her ad-
yentures on land and sea In pursult of her
ther's murderer. The company includes

. H. Pgnd t. John Sheehan, Dora
orman, Viola Crosley and a dozen others,
will be a sirong Christmas card, and the
will entertain its usual big holiday
erowds every afternoon and evening ihis

¥
Lk
o

: Empire—~Semon’s Extravaganaa,
 Manager Fennessey anpounces as coming
' from the Gaitey Theater, New York,
_ it had ¢ long run, the appearance at
the ‘Empire Theater for one week, com-
' to-morrow matinee, of Harry W,

o Extravaganza Company. This com-
- cor “‘mmwm&

| him

|
]
|
|
1

Thomas Q. Seabrooke announces that he
will resume his starring tour in a new
play, “The Speculator,” in Albany on
Christmas day.

Richard Mansfield has announced that his
present tour will be his last. After this sea-
son he will play only special engagements
In the large cities.

Helen Bertram, the soprano of the Bos-
tonlans, announces that hereafter she will
be known professionally as Helen Bertram
Henley, her married name.

There is said to be excellent authority to
the effect that Virginia Harned sald last
week that it is absolutely settled that she
and E. H. Sothern are to be married.

Sol Smith Russell Is resting at his home,
in Minneapolis. He resumes his, tour Dec.

& at the Grand Opera House in Chietgo,
whel;e he Is to play a two weeks' engage-
ment.

“Arille” Latham, the third baseman of
the Cinecinnatis; “Joe” Kelley, the left
field of the Baltimores, and “Tim” Hurst,
the National League umpire, have been
added to the cast of “A Runaway Colt.”

Fay Templeton's royalties on the sale of
her song, 1 Want Yer, Ma Honey."”" have
already exceeded, it is said, those recelved
by the authors of A Bicycle Built for
Two” and *“Sliding Down My Cellar Door.”’

“The Strange Adventures of Miss Brown"
s sald to be playing to the capacity of the
Standard Theater. New York, under J. M.
Hill's management. Last week he sent out
invitations to everybody by the name of
Brown to se¢ the play and the theater was
packed.

Henry Clay Barnabee, W. H. Mc¢Donald
and Frank L. Perley will go abroad early
in June to witness the preduction of the
new Strauss opera in Vienna. The Bos-
tonians hold the American rights for this
work and will give it an early production
next season.

For the one-hundredth performance of
the Frank Daniels opera company in “The
Wizard of the Nlile,” which takeg place at
the Casino Friday, manager Kirk La Shelle
has chosen as a souvenir a brenze fac-
simile of one of the divinitlés of the an-
cient Egyptians.

There is jealous rivalry
Fitzgerald, now starring in “The Found-
ling,” and Mabel Love, another English
sprite, who has made a New York hit In
“His Excellency,” Gilbert's latest opera.
Fach deciares that she never heard of the
other amounting to anything on the other
gide of the Atlantic. Both are probably
correct.

hetween Cissy

THE CHRISTMAS SAIXT.

Nicholus Renlly Lived and Was as

Good as Could Be.
Monthly Illustrator.

A most cheerful, loving and lovable =aint
was Nicholas. Pious tradition has it that
éeven when he was a baby, before he could
speak or know what was spoken (o him,
he alwavs fasted of his own accord on
Wednesdays and Fridays. A man who
started in this way could scarcely fall to
become a bishop, and Nicholas became
Archbishop of Mysga in Asia Minor. He died
iIn the year 343, and his bones remained at
Myra until 1307, when they were removed to
Bari, in Italy, where they still remain.

St. Nicholas was the patron saint of chil-
dren, of virgins and of sallors, and countless
stories have come down to us of his tender
and constant protection of those under his
care. One of these legends deals with a cer-
tain man who had three daughters, and
whose fortunes were so reduced that he
counid give them no marriage portiong and
scarcely the necessities of life, When be
was at last at the point of desperation, Br.
Nicholas heard of his neeld, and, coming to
the house at night. thraw a purse of gold in
at the window., With this the father por-
tioned his eldest daughter. St. Nicholas the
next night threw in a second purse, The
father portioned his second daughter, and
then watched, and discovered the saint as
he was about to throw in a third purse on
the next night.

A writer in Chambers' “Book of Dawys" in-
terestingly describes the celebration of St
Nicholas's day at Bari, whére his bones
lie under the ecrypt of the church which
bears his name. On that day the town Is
thronged with pilgrims from. all the coun-
try round. When they reach the church
they show their devotion by walking ail
aroond ft—if it can be called walking—on
their knees and some of them even do it
with their foreheads to the floor, each being
gulded by a child, who leads the pilerim
with a handkerchief of which he holds a
corner In ais mouth. Eazh pligrim is ent!-
tled to a meal without cost, and on the es-
pecial ocrasion described aver nine thousand
were fed. Water comes up through the
fleor of the ervpt over the grave of St
Nieholas, and this is suppesed ta have great
curative powers. It is gathered In spopges,
squeezed Into bottles and sold to the pll-
grims. It is called the manna of 3t. Nich-
olans,

The ob=ervance of St
connects it with the Christmas customs of
the present era is the anclent one of filling
shoes with little gifts which were sunposed
to have been left thare by the saint. 1t was
algo the custom of old in certain convents
for the boarders to leave each a silk stock-
ing at the door of the abbess on the eve of
&t. Nicholas, and these they would find
in the morning filled with sweetmeats or
other trifles to show that thev were held
in remembrance. Poth these habits are sun-

| posed to be derived from the story of the

three purses given to the three virgine,
thougsh the avestion mav be ‘wurcested
whether the =story was not rather derived
from the customs. Children wgre told that
St. Nicholas threw the pregénts fof tNem
in at the window, and the méin point s
clear enongh—tibat he s the same pers=on
who, as Santa Ulaus,
eve all over every part of the world where
rood children live, with his sledge and
nis reindeers, and comes down the chim-
nevs to fill the stockings hung up to await
with all soria of thines. to delight
childish hearts, spending alk thé rest of the
vear at his home, somewhere far up in the
arctic circle, making toys and holling sugar
into candy to distribute the next Christmas.

-—

RBook Banks.
Boston Journal,

A new fad has recently taken quite a
strong grip on the community, and it has
disposed of many l6-cent pieces, This is the
10-cent book, a volume shaped something
like a scrapbook, with holes in each page.
If you place 2 l0-cent plece in one of thess
it I1s held in plece untll eévery hole in the
book i= filled, and there are £ Bavedd, Many
church socteties started these books, and the
young ladies belonging to themr carry these
books arcund with. them and t¥y te get con-
;rlb:ttilom' . i!'x'orn ;v;*r)r mom-.—- of thg!r
riends, s -surpYy ln%. how many 10-
cent banks -are " In. da y'n‘e 1 e
They may be found in thousands of homes,
and many men and boys carry them about
in their pockets, It Is sald that there Ia
quite a for these banks in the
stores they are - :
!« I.' o'l

o, W)
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TEXAS PRAYER TEST

THE SINSER NOT CONVERTED, THE
CHRISTIAN DOESN'T RECANT,

The Wicked Man's and the Prayerful

Woman's Reasonx for the Fallure
of the Prayers to Be Answered.

Dallas Letter in Galveston Daily News.
Several months ago one of the most re-
| markable challenges as to the efficacy of
raver known to history was entered into
by Mrs. 8. J. Sweeney and John R. Charles-
worth, Mre. Sweeney agreeing that if after

a giver period Mr. Charlesworth was not
touched by the power of her prayers that
she would make a statement acknowledging
her defeat as public as the challenge had
been. The challenge at the time created
quite a sensation in Dallas, and not only
in Dallas, but to the uttermost parts of the
earth, both among Christians and the advo-
cates .of free thought. Both the religious
press and the free-thought papers took up
the subject and by many religious papers
Mrs. Bweeney was severely censured for
entering into an agreement where she had
nothing to-galn and evervthing to lose, Mrs,
Sweeney has recelved upward of 1,000 letters
from all parts of this country and Canada
in regard to the affair. Yesterday a report-
er called upon the principals in the chal-
lenge and asked them how it had resulted.

When the question was put to Mr. Charles-
wortly he =aid:

“The incident to which you refer hap-
pened at the close of one of my public lec-
tdres in this city. It embraces what had
always been a very serious problem to me,
and contained elements of so grave a nature
that . I felt the matter ought not to be
iteated lightly. As a student of sclentific
and religious problems, [ am ever willing to
abandon a conclusion when 1 perceive it to
be false as I am to accept a new truth, no
mattér how much it may clash with my
previous convictions. It was in this spirit,
a #pirit of candid and honest investigation,
that T was prompted to accept the very
exiraordinary challenge, held out to me by

the lady in question, that 1 would subject
myself to her prayers for my converslon.

“There was nothing very remarkable in
the terms offered by Mrs. Sweeney, in fact,
nothing of a nature to which any honest
man could possibly object, but the notoriety
which the incident has attained arcse out
of the e¢ounter proposition that was sug-

ested to her and ultimately accepted by

er, in case of fallure upon her part.

*She at firet merely requested that I
would place my name upon her prayer roll
and accord to her the privilege of praying
for my conversion to the Christian religion,
and askl that in case she succeeded 1
would make as public an acknowledgment
of the fact that I had been converted, as
I+had already done concerning my unbelief,
It was felt that all the consideration was
upon my side with none upon her .side in
case of fallure, and feeling that some con-
slderation was due me from her in case she
did fail, it was suggested that a time limit
gshould be set, during which the lady was
‘to pray for me evéry day. That limit was
set at three months, commencing on the
8oh day of June last, and expiring on the
Sth day of September following. The coun-
ter proposition was to the effect that in
case my conversion was not wrought in
consequence of the lady's prayvers within
the prescribed period, or®at the time of I's
cxpiration, she on the other hand was to
publely acknowledge that there was no
efMicacy in praver; that prayer was a fail-
ure, and that no prayver-answering God
coull exist. Mrs. Sweeney accepted the
conditions on both sides, and it was upon
this understanding that I cheerfully placed
my pameé upon her roll

“From the lady's published statements
and frgm her personal letters to me 1 am
convinced that she did not grasp the mean-
ing ‘or ftmport of the agreement. 1 believe
that Mrs Sweeney was earnest and sincere
in what she undertook to perform, firmly
believing in the truth of her position, hon-
est in her intentions toward me, and that
she faithfully labored to bring about my
conversion by her pravers. The excitement
of the moment during which the contract
was made was probably too much for her,
which prev:nted her from seeing the grav-
ity of the situation in which she was placed,
That she did not understand the sltuation
properly | gather from one= of her subse-
quent letters tno me, in which she stated
‘that If all the world should deny her
God yet would she still belleve in Him,
and even though He should slay her, vet
woutld she trust Him." One thing, however,
is absoluteiy certain, for if the lady did not
understand the nature of the consideration
demanded from her she undoubtedly agreed
to acrept the limitations set for her pray-
ers, and even upon this nunderstanding alone
the prayer test has achleved a widespread
notoriety.

STILIL:. UNCONVERTED.

“That she did not succeed is apparent

from the mere fact that 1 am still of the

same religious opinlons that I held prior

to the time when she commenced to pray
for me. 1 have experienced no change in

my attitude toward the Christian religion
or any other religion, nor have I felt or
experienced any Incentive toward that
change.  In this the lady is bound to ac-

knowledge her defeat, which she has done
through the medium of a rsonal letter
to me, in which she says:. ‘Your name has
been 2o continuously on my thought and

raver that when the time limit was out

found myself very loath to believe that
God had not revealed Himself to vou, and
yet l. find my faith stronger in Him than
ever.

“Of course, this confession of failure upon
her part has so far only been made to me
in private, but the ¢éonditions of the agree-
ment were that all should be made In publie
on both sldes, On the first Sunday in
September, followlm‘ immediately after the
expiration of the allotted time, I gave my
axperience in publie:; sending the lady an
invitation to be present; but she declined
the invitation and was not there. At that
meeting I made the announcement that 1
had not been converted to the publle.

“In my ‘iudumcm this was by far the most
remarkable prayéer test ever made, even ex-
ceeding the one made by Professor Tyndal
in London, some years ago. In Tyndal's
case the challenge was made by himself, a
skeptie, and was refused by the Christians,
Tn this case the challenge was made by a
Christian and accepted by a skeptiec. It
was certainly a bold and daring undertak-
ing on both sides, and [ have the warmest
admiration for Mrs. Sweeney for the part
she has playved in it. I do not and cannot
believe that there {8 a God who answers
prayer. The voice of human supplication
has astended heavenward In all ages and
from all climes, but I have never Known
of a =olitary Instance where a helping hand
hag bheen extended from behind the vell.
The sufferer has praved for some mitigation
of his pain, the captive has prayed for de-
llverance, but nowhers has an answer boen
vouchsafed., It was to combat this iden that
the lady undertook the task of affording
me an opportunity for convietion, in which
she has signally failed. 1 do believe timg
the true salvation of the human race will
never he accompilshed by prayer, but by
the valiant efforts of men under the guld-
ance of reason and the inspiration of
knowledge, I have no quarrel with religion
roviding it implies the embodiment of the
uman virtues, but when I am told that I
must abstain from eating meat on Friday,
or that 1 must be dipped In a tank of cold
water that I might curry favor with the
Creator of this universe, If one there hbe,
then I do assert my attitude against these
postuiates, and affirm that it is not our
creeds but our deeds that shall form the
etandard by which our characters shall be
measured and weighed at the gates of
eternity.’”’

o the reportér callel on Mrs, Sweeney
for vergsinn of the teszt of her prayers
sha sa'd that she had long been wanting
to talk about the affair, as it had gained
such world-wide notoriety. Her correspond-
ence had grown u; 5uich an extent she

‘ished to put an end to it
“&On _;.mé 6 1 attended the Free-thinkers
meeting to see and hear for myself what
kind of a doctrine was being promulgated in
our midst. My daughter took down the lec-
tare in short-hand, and as I lstened to the
orator, for such Mr. Charlesworth surelv
proved himself to be on that oceasion, I
was grieved beyvond expression. At first I
felt a spirit of anger and indignation, then
there came to me such a feeling of pity
that at the close of the lecture I arose and
asked him If he would give me his name on
my prayer roll. All this the public has read
in the papers from time to time. The whole
religious world became Interested in the re-
sull. Ministers pledged the united
prayers - of their congregations, in-
divitlpals and familles joined the prayer
eircle until thousands of prayers as-
cended each day for the conviction
ard conversion of this man, while other

o Christians held up their hands
g horror that I should dare to enter
 Toto I(mch a contract with infidels, but I
L never felt any consclentious scruples in
reference to the matter; in fact, my re-
liglous ex es were deeper and sweet-
| er ng the time than at
any time during my Jong Chris-

Bk
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| he had seen the

the Wnnhmn. bottoms by

tian experience and when the
time limit was out my faith in the efficacy
of prayer was as strong as ever, for while
he was not converted or even convicted,
50 far as I know, still there was a reason
which, to every Bible student and Christian,
is more than satisfactory, for there are con-
ditions to be complied with before we can
plead the promises of God's word or claim
the answer to our prayers. At the close
of the time limit I was invited very kindly
by their president,.Dr, Lincoln, to attend
their meeting and disouss the result, but
there was such a strong opposition brdught
to bear upon me by my friends that 1

refused to do so, which I very much re-

&% rHE CORRESPONDENCE.
“Several letters have passed batween us,
the last one I append: i
*“‘Dallas, Tex,, Sept. 17, E. M. 2.
“‘Mra. 8. J. Bweeney:

“ "Dear Madam—~Your letter addressed to
me in care of Dr. Lincoln has been placed
in my hands, and I have glven it all due
consideration. I am grateful for your ad-
missioa to me in private, which you re-
fused to make in public, that you now rec-
ognize the folly and futility of prayer, €s-
pecially in such an undertaking as we have
just gone through. When you say that
“You will not belleve that, with my bright
intellect and wonderful powers of mind, I
can possibly belleve what I teach,” it does
seem 10 me that you are deliberately
c¢harging me with an act of the greatest
possible mallciousness and dishonesty.
had not hoped for such a statement from
you, and I hope you did not mean what
you have =aid, for T wish to s{ate that in-
stead of finding a pleasure in prosecuting
infernal plans against humanity, atheist as
I am, I can mean better and ean do better
than thousands of the worshipers of that
God to whom you have been praying in
vain for my conversion.

**I have read the tract you inclose, long
before vou sent it to me. It is not a new
one, Sentimental women will ery over such
things as theat, but thoughtful men wlill
light their cigars with it. lL.ook again over
page 4. While one man may save another
from the burden of a debt of honor by dis-
charging that other’s liabilities, still he
could not relieve Jrim from the responsi-
bilities of a erime. You may pay my debts
and o relieve me, but If you should suffer
jail for my sing I should be still held
morally responsible for having committed
them. A million Christs may die, but the
natural and inevitable issues of men’'s ac-
tions must be faced by themselves, 1 can
have no faith in & ec¢rucified bill of in-
demnity salvation, Your religion would
give to the seducer of vour daughter a
harp and a crown of glory If he would
only repent; but for me, though a moral
man, and without erime, but an unbeliever,
must suffer eternal flames. For such a
religion which places repentance above vir-
tue 1 have only the most profound con-
tempt, and for the God who would tolerate
such proceedings I have no desire to ob-
tain his respect, for he certainly could
never have mine, I pay no heed to the direful
warnings you are pleased to underscore
about hell, trembling, blood, perishing, ever-
lasting fire: it seems to indicate the thoughts
in which you delight to revel. For my part,
I can find more enjoyment in the contempla-
tion of the beautiful face of nature, and
with the study of her laws I am conient to
pass into the silent grave. The very meth-
ods you employ repel instead of attract.

* “To your first question I answer with an
emphatic “yes.” A perfect peace permeates
my life, and I am as happy in all my dally
transactions as it {s possible for a man In
my station in life to be. To your second
question, I answer *no.”” On the contrary,
I rejoice in the thought that “my bright
intellect and wonderful powers of mind"”
may have been the means of winning away
one poor soul from the corrupting influences
of a corrupt religion. To your third ques-
tion, I must =ay that you are not, evidently,
In a position to understand what is meant
by science. It is not ereed. 1t is not an
fsm. It is but the method employed for an
investigation into the facts of the universe,
If those facts do not agree with revealed
religion it is not the fault of the facts, but
of the revelation. I have the utmost con-
fidence in the beneficent results that are
bound to flow from a campliance with scien-
tific methods for the alleviation of human
suffering. Respectfully yvours,

“JOHN R. CHARLESWORTH.”

“After reading this letter every Christian
reader will understand why prayer was not
answerad in his behalf. He was in no
condition’ to receive the influences of the
Holy Spirit and no prayer (and I say it
with all respect), no power on earth or in
heaven ever has or ever will be able to
convert.a man that takes the stand that
he does, and yet I c@n but belleve he is
honest in the position he has taken In
science, but sclence Is got religion but ex-
experimental; religion I8 a science that the
most ignorant may widerstand, while the
highest educated’ n pewer solve .the
problem unless.he opsune his heart and un-
derstanding to the (eaghings of the Spirit,
which T admit are supernatural. Take the
supernatural out of reMglon and you would
have only science left. 1 positively deny
entering into a contraet such as Mr. Paget
represents, or to my ‘going back on my
lifetime belief in thé efficacy of prayer
if they were not coanverted. and I ask the
papers tha( have printed and circulated this
report to please copy my correction, made
June 7, and give it the same publicity they
have done the articiacfrom the pen of the
‘Free Thinkers." I do not wnink they in-
tended to do me the harm that has re-
suited from the mistake they made con-

cerning the s l?‘ulat!ons. They have always
treated me ' perfect respect, éven more
than some re ug papers have done.”

The correction Mrs, Sweeney alludes to
was published June 6, as follows:

“Please give me space to make a few
corrections on the Free Thinkere meet-
ing, as reported in yesterday's issue:

“l. 1 am not at present president of the
Dallas union, but am State evangelist for
the Texas W. €. T. U.

“2. This was my. proposition to the leec-
turer: *‘Will you place your name on the
W. C. T, U, prayer roll and let us call that
name before the God of the Bible, which
we acknowledga and belleve to be a praver-
hearing and prayer-answering God, and if
at any subsequent time you are convinced
of His existence and power over you as
an individual, wll yon take back the as-
sertions you have made against Him and
the religion of the Bible to-night?

“His answer was: ‘How long do you wish
to pray for me? Are you willing to time
your God? What say you to three months?
Are vou willing to stand the test for tha:
length of time? And if at the end of saiQ
three months no impression is made on my
feelings in this regard vou will allow me
to deny the power of this mysterious so-
called God that you profess to believe in*

“I accepted the challenge; but they wrong
me when' they say that if God does no:
convict ang convinee them of His exlst-
ence I will leny His existence and also de-
ny His power over my heart and life. }
would not deny my Master if every being
on the inhabltable globe embraced the infi-
del bellef; for as 1 partake of food anc
my physical strength is renewed, so I have
partaken of the hidden manna of God's
word, and my spiritual hunger “as been
satisfled, have only the kindest Christian
solicitude for the two men who placed their
names on my prayer roll, and I shall re.
member them each davy at a throns of
grace, 'and I believe that if they are hon-
estly open to convi&ion ithey will gladly
ackncwledge God as their +jod and Jesus
Christ as thelr Savior before the end of
the stipulated time.

“MRS. 8. J. SWEENEY,
“State W. C. T. . Evangellst."”

WITH THEIR MINDS' EYES,

People Who Saw Visions of Things
Happening Far Away,.
Topeka (Kan.) Letter.

Now that the grcater part of the excite-
ment over the body-snatching discoveries
has died away, the people are discussing
the strange manner in which the discover-
fes were brought about. It has been re-
lated how Mr, I, O, Van Fleet sat at his
firsside last SBunday night brooding over the
logs of his wife, who had been buried but
a few hours, when a vision came to him
in which he saw two men digging at her
grave. This was not a simple impression,
nor a dream in the night, but a clear and
detalled premonition of something which
was taking place to a man wide awake and
in possession «f his full faculties,

So deeply was Mr. Van Fleet Impressed
with this vision that he went to a neigh-
bor's with his story. .The neighbor endeav-
ored to poch-pooh the whole affair as the
work of a grief-distracted brain, but Mr.
Yan Fleet was so entirely convinced that
vandals at work at his
wife's zrave that he proceeded to the cem-
etery, where every detail of bis vision was
verified. -

This story is so straightly  told by boéh
Mr. Van Fleet, his family, and the neigh-
bors to whom he went with it, that no one
here doubts its trath. While he is certain
that he saw two men working at the grave,
in his wvigion, Mr, Van Fleet 1s unable to
give any description of them, He says he
could see but indistinct forms, but is sure
there were only two of them.

Naturally, this strange occurrence has

ven rise to much talk over visions, and
dreams and supernatural warnings of all
sorts. It I8 surprising how many people
have full and implicit confitence in the
verity of dream wamings. Go where he
pleased in Topeka this week, one could hear
stories related witah all the solemnity of
perfect bellef of instances similar to the

Van Fleet affair,

Possibly the best-known of similar in-
stances In Kansas is what s known as the
“Stewart vision,” .It became famous at the
time of Its ocourrence, and was wid dis-
cussed in re-ll}-lm and sclentifie pOblica-
tions. In 15546 Johnh Stewast was a stalwart

oung free State advocate in the eity of

wrence, On May 20 a farmer by the
name of Jones had been murdered while
en route from Lawrence to his
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Wednesday Will be —s
- Christmas

\ 1t

For good gifts for Man and Boy, come to us.
will outlast the Holidays and give satisfaction for many
Our Holiday inducements continue.

months.

A good gift for a boy is one of our Reefer Jackets===for
all ages, from 3 to 14 years, prices $2 to $5.

For a man==-One of our Handsome Suits or a Choice

Overcoat or Ulster.
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Silk Umbrellas. ...

At $2, $2.50, $3, $4 and $5.

Mackintoshes. ...

A good line for boys at $3.50.
For men at from $4 to $15.

Silk Handkerchiefs, with colored bor-
ders, 25c and upward.

Initial Handkerchiefs,
sgmely embroidered, only §0c.

A fine Line of Linen Handkerchiefs.
Fleece-lined Kids at 50¢, 75c and $1.
Fleece-lined Mocha Gloves, $1.25.

L1203

50c a set.

(Silk), hand-

colorings.

Cashmere Jersey Gloves, 25¢ and 50c.

Fleece-lined Bear Skin Gloves, especially & Rich

adapted to driving, only $3.
 Scarf Pins, 28¢ and upward.
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usual price.

OriginalEagle

5 and 7 West Washington Street.
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Link and Lever Cuff Buttons, 28¢ and

Silk Mufflers, in polka dot and solid col-
ors, at 80¢, 75¢c and $1.

Silk Suspenders at only 50¢,

Neckwear

No other house can give you as good
values in neckwear as we now offer.,

Band Bows at 28c and 80c, Tecks at
25c and 50c—very choice, latest designs and

Four-in-Hands at 286¢c and S0c.
A choice line of Puff Scarfs im the newest

patterns, only 50c.

imported Neckwear at 78c
and $1, which is less than one-half the
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tom of the list with eleven. But perhaps
this is because Cleveland is not dead yel
Twenty-seven States huve postoffice towns
named after them. The number of women's
names that have been nsed almost passes
computation. Alphabetically they range
from Ada to Vivian, and euphonically from
the Puritan Samanths and Hepzibah,
through the romantic Amanda and Angelica,
to the Shakspearian Rosalind, Vicla and
Olivia. Marion comes out ahead with thirty-
one. But among men's names Willlam is
far more popular, with one hundred. The
others range irom Aaron and Cain to Zeph-
aniah. Among authors Byron, Bunyan,
Burns, Dryden, Darwin, Milton and even
Ossian and Virgil have all been requisi-
tioned. Heroes of the war like Hancock,
millionaires like Astor, ancient mariners
like Hector, foreign notabilities like Bis-
marck, singers like Jenny Lind and actors
like Booth figure impartially in the postal
guide. There are seven Napoleons and
twenty-five Bonapartes,

Stars, planets, gods, goddesses, birds,
beasts and fishes do not figure quite so
gtrangely as such names as Bacon, Cream,
Sauce, Ham,; Honey, Whisky, Brandy, Rum,
Porter, Wine, Coffee and Tobacco. There
are neariy two hundred Oaks. Then there
are one hundred Blacks, 112 Reds, 248 Greens,
nine Grays and Vermillions, 200 Whites ana
twenty-seven Yellows. Hardly less gro-
tesque are Hart, Hood Overall, Shoe Heel,
Broom, Kettle, Oven, Files, Sawdust, Shov-
el, Organ, Violin, Clarion and Drum.

Amo and Amour appeal to the tenderes:
sentiment#, and so do Amiﬁ'. Charity, De.
light, Friendship, Grace, armony, Hope,
Joy and Love,

The names falling into no class at all,
and which are therefore only to be classed
as ‘“miscellaneous,” show that here the
names in search of original titles wers
apparently reduced to despair, and took
almost the first one that came to hand. Or,
perhaps, they took the very last-as was
the case in the town calfed “Nameless,” in
Georgia. In this case, after submitting to
the government a long string of names by
which it was desjred to have the place of-
ficially called, the person in charge of the
matter added, *“If a name cannot be se.
lected from -this list the town will have
to remain nameless.” “All the other names
are pre-empted—let it be called “Name-
less,” was the reply. So Nameless it is,

BLACK BOYS OF SAMOA.

Robert Louls Stevenson Describes the
Plantation Workmen.

st. Nicholas for December.

There are here a lot of poor people who
are brought to Samoa from distant islands
to labor for the Germans, They are not at
all like the King and his people, who are
brown and very pratty; for these are black
as negro=s and as ugly as sin, poor souls,
and in their own land live all the time at
war, and cook and eat men's flesh. The
Germans make them work, and every now
and then some run away into the bush, as
the forest is called, and build little sheds
of leaves, and eat nuts and roots and fruits,
and dwell there by themselves, Sometimes
they are bad and wiid, and people whisper
1o each other that they have gone back to
their horrid old habits and ecatch men and
women ia order to eat them. But it is very
likely not true, and the most of them are
poor, half-starved, pitiful creatures, like
Irightened dogs. Their life is all very well
when the sun shines, as it does eight or
nine months In the vear. DBuat it is very
different the rest of the time. The wind
rages then most violently, The great trees
thrash about like whips, the air is filled
with leaves and branches fiying ke birds
and the sound of the trees falling shakes
the earth. 1t rains, too, as it never rains
at home. You can hear a shower while it
is yet half a mile away, hissing llke a
shower bath in the forest: and when it
comes to vou the water blinds your eyes,
and the cold drenching takes your breath
away as though some one had struck you,

In that kind of weather it must be dread-
ful, indeed, to live in the woods, one man
alone by himself, And you must know that
if the lean man feels afrayd to be in the
forest, the people of the island and the

Jones's border ruffians, who, on the Z2lst,
sactked the town of Lawrence. When news
of the murder came 1o town young Slew-
art, with two companions, went out to
investigate it. They in turn were assalled
by the border ruffians, and Stewart lost
his life,

At exacily the same moment Stewart was
shot down in far-away Kansas Mre, Jane
Stewart, his mother, who lived in_ Roch-
ester, N. Y., sprang to her feet with the
CTY s

“My God! they are killing John."

Then, as she stood clutching her hands
to her bosom, she continued: “They have
shot him. He is running. Now he falls. A
man gets off his horse and puls his pistol
to his head”—and, with a wild shriek, the
wom fainted away.

Buﬁlme attention was paid to this by
Mrs, Stewart’s family, for the reason that
she had been anxious about her som from
the time he first went to Kansas, and fre-
quently predicted that violence would be-
fall him: but presently a letter came from
Kansas friends in which the death of John
was announced, together with details pre-
cisely tallying with the vision of his mother.
It was also discovered that the vision was
had at the moment the desperate affair
was taking place, in Kansas. The pa;gers
took up the occurrence and gave it wide
publicity, as will he remembered by any of
the ploneers of 1866.

proprietor of the

(olonel Co Gordon,
(‘opglaml Ho‘::l. is a firm believer in vis-

jons. and he has had a personal experience
which warrants that belief. In the early
days of western New York, his father was
away from home engaged In building a
State road. One night in camp he was im-
pelled by a wer. he eould not resist to
go home, a long distance overiand. He
could reason _out no excuse for the trip, but
a something' forced him out of and
started him homeward. He had roceeded
but a portion of the way when he mel a
messenge s who was bearing the sad tidings
to him of his wife's death.

Fvery other man one meets in Topeka
nowadays has a story of similar purport
to relate, and the capital city is really en-
joving what might be denominated a re-
nalssance of the supernatural

HUMORS OF THE POSTAL GUIDE.

Some of the Queer Nnmes of Towns
and How They Were Given.

New York Morning Journal

A glance at the postal guldes from year
to year shows that some hundreds of new
towns and postoffices are springing into
birth in the ['nited States with every fresh
{ssue. Of course, every new town or village
or hamlet must have a name—and what
shall that nome be. _

Perhaps the reader thinks it is an easy
thing to find a new and appropriate name.
For instance, if a place stands in an eie-
vated position, commanding a fine view of
the surrounding country, the name of Fair-
view s suggested to the settler or owner
who haes burdened himeself with the duty
of christening the place where he owns
land, and Fairview it becomes, heedless of
the fact that there are already many other
piaces bearing the same name. If it occurs
to him that there are a good manr caks
thereabouts, down it goes as Oakville, and
one more is added to the twenty-seven
places similarly named, thus increasing the
chances of missives directed to any one of
them ultimately finding the way to the
Dead Letter Office by several per cent.

But while natural aspects often determine
the choice & a name, old associations have
still more to do with the matter. Hence the
vast number of places beginning with the
prefix “New.” There are already more than
five hundred postotfices bearing this Beraﬂx.
and every year the number grows. fore
the writer had made a systematic study of
our national nomenclature he was disposed
to cavil at this state of thing=, and to think
that an unnecessary amount of unoriginal-
ity and conservatism was shown In tous
following blindly in the old ruts. But afier
he had traveled to the stars with one am-
bitious neme, and to the bowels 2f the sarth
with another, admired the rancy that culled
the choicest flower of neathen mythology
and set it over against 'w name of the
founder ¢f Rome, marveled 2t 1he laste
which condemned a place 1o bear the name
of a peast of burden, and smiled at the ldea
of sending down to history & ‘own labe'ed
like a bottle with the name of somo one's
favorite drink, he began to m';ni;: that, per-
haps, afier all, this tnuu.at;;;' oi. nt.dlniﬂ a

tty and appropriate name for a given
E;r;:ttinigm bepg. more dificult 1ask than it
seemed. *. 1 -

Most pioneers look back with aifec ion on
the home of their chillhosl. Tral i3 why
between six and seven huandred vig es in Lhe
United States have names beginning wilh
the adjective *“new.” In tho same cluse cre
122 “Littles,” ninety-four “Blge'" six lua-
dred “Northe,” five hundred “‘Souths” [1§
“Raste’ -apd seven hundred ““Wastg ™

Dead and gone Presidents Lave con :
uted many names. There are gixty-#ix Jagk- {'One of the Islanders was

house, and he had cooked fish.
e

for they believe the woods to be quite filled
with spirits, some like pigs and some like
flying things: but others (and these are
thought the most dangerous) in the shape
aof beautiful yvoung women and young men,
beautifaily dressed in the island manner,
with fine Kkilts and fine necklaces, an
crosses of scarlet seeds and flowers. Woe
betide him or her who gets to speak with
one of these! They will be charmed out of
thelr wits, end will come home agaln quite
ellly and go mad and dle, So t the poor
rupaway olack boy must be always (rem-
bling and looking about for the coeming of
ihe domans,

semetimes the women-demons
out of the woods into the yvillag
5 A -tale the {ean man

go down
and here

ntry to -seven ere came
in the country only forly 2

ha
en | _ two beautiful young g

N Aty
3 ol %

black boys are much more afraid than be,

hnrduhat cur. |
ing .ln; hfs |

the fashion in the islands always to give
what is asked, and never ask folks' name,
#0 the man ﬁave them fish, and talked to
them in the island jesting way. Presently
he asked one of the women for her red neck-
\ace, which is ghood manners . ad their wav:
he had given the fish, ai«i he had a right
to ask for something back. *“I will give it
you by and by,  said the woman, and she
and her companion went away: but he
thought they were gone very suddenly, and
the truth is they had vanished. The night
was nearly come, when the man heard the
voice of the woman crying that he shoula
come to her, and she would give the neck-
lace. He looked ovut, and behold! she was
standing calling him from the t of the
sea, on which she stood as you might stand
on the table. At that, fear came on the
man, he fell on his knees and prayed, and
the woman disappeared.

It was said afterward that this was once
a woman, indeed, but she should have died
a thousand years ago, and has lived all that
while as an evil t in the woods beside
the spring of a river. Sau-mai-afe is hep
name, in case you want to write to her,

A Golden Opportunity,
Washington Star.
“I'm afraid,” sald one member of Con-
gress, “that this Is going to be a particu-

larly trying session.
lied the old-timer.

*Oh, I dunno,”
“But they say it's going to be

hard tn get any business transacted.”

“Thai’s what I'm lookin' forward to. We
lcap have all the time o make speeches
n'"

COBLENTZ’S

Oxygen Tobacco Care Working Wonderful
Results—It Is Tried by 16,000 Persons
in Indiana, and Not a Single Fail-
ure Reported—Every Tobacco
User Should Try It.

On Sept. 23, 24 and 25 there were five
thousand packages of Oxygen Tobacco
Cure given out, free, through the office
of the Indianapolis Sentinel. On the 26th,
27th and 28th of October three thousand
packages were given out from the office
of the Evansville Journal. On the 24th, 25th
and 26th of October five thousand were
given out from the drug store of Freese
& Ranke, of Fort Wayne, and on the l4th,
15th and 16th of the same month three
thousand through the office of the Terre
Haute Express. The conditions were that
the persons receiving the remedy should
use it as directed and report the result
to the paper or office from which they
received it, to be published at the ex-
pense of the proprietor of the Oxygen
Tobacco Cure. Of these, more than 5 per
cent. have reported, and yet cut of this
great number not a single fallure has
been announced,

No more flattering testimonial could be
offered than this. DO you want a stronger
proof of its virtues? It will cure you be-
vond a doubt, The question is, do you
want to be cured? If so, give it a trial.

Do not waste time on doubtful experi-
ments, The longer you aggravate the to-
bacco habit' by uncertain remedies the hard-
er It is to vure, Try a medicine that has
been tested and found to cure beyond a
doubt. 1f it/cures you what else do you
want? If it has cured thousands af cases
why will it not cure you?

There 18 no doubt about you wanting
to be cured of the tobacco habit. Many
would like to be rid of it, and yet not
make a cure & publle exhibition lke the
old-fashioned whisky cure. You can use
the Oxygen Tobaceo, Cure and no one need
know of it But y st Try it

Oxygen Tobacco: is for sale by all
druggists_at e, S0,

e




