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The men whe recently looted the county
treasury did not have an endless chain,
but they succeeded fairly well without it

Thus far no Cabinet maker has tele-
graphed the world that Senator Sherman
is urging the selection of General Alger,
of Michigan,

After all that the United States hus done
for Venezuela it would be ungracious, on
its part, to refuse the arbitration which
the United States has secured because it
will not be represented in the arbitration.

The congress of mothers will meet In
Washington next month and some one
wants to know why a discrimination is
made against fathers. There is no discrim-
ination., The congress of fathers is in ses-

80 ex-Queen Lilluokalani, of Hawall,
wanted the United States to grant her a life
pension because that was a feature of the
proposed annexation treaty. True, but it
was proposed to annex the island and not

the ex-Queen.

Thes Populists in Kansas have decided on
& novel scheme to i'eplenjsh the party
treasury, which is to require every ap-
plicant for an office to pay an initiation
fee of one dollar. The man who does not
pay cannot be a candidate.

The Puritan, the ironclad which was put
in commission on Friday, was begun dur-
ing the Grant administration, twenty-one
years ago, when an effort was made to
strengthen the navy. At that time Con-
gress was made to belleve that the Puritan
would be a failure.

The best evidence of the unfitness of a
man for any cabinet position is that he
is making a raid upon the President-elect
to secure it. Two or three men appear to
be making very much the same canvass
for one of these positions that an eager
person might make for the office of post-
master.

Appeals have been made in New York for
American aid te the famine sufferers in
Indla. Were there a famine in any part of
the domain of the Unlted States our peo-
ple would take care of the sufferers. India
has given England millions upon millions
in trade, consequéntly she has claims upon
Great Britain.

During the five years 1879-84, the people
of Germany consumed more than twice as

much rye as wheat for bread. During 'the

" five years, 1889-94, the ratio was 248 pounds

of rye to 139 pounds of wheat. This indi-
cates that that country is gradually pass-

ing to the use of wheat, due, it is said, to

the growth of city population.

The Paris dispatch stating that Emile
Zola had been defeated for membership in
the French Academy did not mention that
this i= the eleventh time he has been bal-
foted for and defeated. Both of the can-
flidates recently elected stood high in the
literary world, but it is fair to assume that
Zola's disgusting realism, not to say im-
worality, counted against him,

They are still having “last words' in the
Boston papers about MacMonnies's Bac-
chante. Dr. Willilam Everett has looked at
it and pronounces it “petty.” ‘‘Anything
Jess' artistic, and more purely a plece of
m reproduction, and very banal at
that' ft would be hard to imagine,” he
says. It lsn't quite clear what this means,
but it ‘probably settles the standing of the
dashing young person in Boston.

While the Council was prohibiting the
tin horn why Jil it not give its attention
‘to the crowing rooster? The tin horn
‘pnuisance generally tires himself out with
a few hours' exercise, but the crowing bird
starts up at 4 o'clock this season of the year
and Incites to their best all of the crow-
From that time
On these crowers are sleep destroyers, It
is said that withQut injury to the rooster
he can be deprived of the power to crow.
He is a great nuisance in a city.

One of the provisions of the postal bill
which the House passed on Thursday is

that on the petition of twenty-five people

- who get their mail at any office the post-
_ master shall appoint a mall carrier, who
will deliver the mall through that region.

The only difference between this and the

. _present carrier system is that, in the form-

or case, the people pay the carrier. The

 gast in many districts will not be large, as
. the delivery can be made by boys once a

day who can at the same time collect the
_-_al.
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A Washington rumor says that the pres-

‘ent Spanish minister, Senor Dupuy de

' Lome, will either be recalled or requested
. by his goverament to resign on aecount of
"th unfriendly tone of the President's re-
 cent message relaiive to Cuba. It is sald
_ the Spanish government thinks the minister
bt _ tn his duty In not indueing the Presi-
_1  to take a more favorable view of the
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Aresthe Irish people, as a distinct race,
doomed to extinction? The mere asking of
the question raiscs at once a great mass
of interesting associations, and the poesi-
bility that such an event may occur invests
it with a sort of historic importance. The
question s not one to be digmissed off-hand
as absurd. The history of the warld is one
rot merely of the rise and fall of dynas-
ties, but of the appearance and disappear-
ance of tribes, and the obliteration or ab-
sorption of nations by one another. These
things =seem to be necessary incidents of
some great plan of evolution which under-
lies the development and progress of the
race. .

The Irish pepple have plived a proml-
nent and brilliant part In history; to all
human appearances there is no reason
why they should not continue to exist as
a distinct branch of the human family, and
yet there are some reasons for doubting if
they will. Certain it iz that Ireland is not
nearly as Irish now as it was a generation,
a century, or several centuries ago. It is
sald that in the leading papers of Dublin
there are more names that are not Irish
than of those that are; that Dublin has be-
come a cosmopolitan ecity like many of
those in the United States; that Welsh,
Scotch, Spanish, French, Germans and
Italians jestle each other in the streets and
shops. In the professions it is said there
are as many whose names suggest foreign
parentage as those of Celtic origin, and in
the manufacturing districts the Irish peo-
ple are being crowded out by laborers from
other countries, The Irish tongue is now
spoken in only a few places in Ireland, and
the children are being taught English to
the exclusion of the mother tongue. It is
not unreasonable to regard these as surface
indications of a fundamental ethnic
change which is going on qulietly, but irre-
sistibly as evolutionary changes always do.

An attempt to answer the question under
consideration must take cognizance of the
immense emigration from Ireland and
which, in connection with other causes, has
resulted in a large diminution In the popu-
lation of the island. Political persecution,
hardship and famine have had something
to do in causing emigration, but whatever
the cause, the fact remains. By far the
greatest part of this emigration has been
to the United States, but not all of it. Sta-
tistics compiled by the superintendent of
the census show that the number of Irish
immigrants who came to this country from
1841 to 1850 was 780,719; from 1851 to 1860 there
were 914,119; from 1861 to 1870 there were
456,593; from 1871 to 1880 there were 444.5%9;
from 1881 to 1880 there were 635,65. The
emigration still continues at a rate suffi-
cient to have a distinct effect on the m_a.tivé

| population of Ireland. The present popula-

tion of the island is not much greater than
it was one hundred’years ago, and not as
gEreat as it was at the beginning of this
century. In 1792 the population was 4,088,228
in 1805 it was 5,395,456; in 1841 it was 8,196,-
597; in 1881 it was 5,159,839, and in 1891 it
was 4,704,750. F'rom 1841 to 1851 the popula-
tion decreased 20 per cent.; from 1851 to 1861,
11% per cent.; from 1861 to 1871, 7 per cent.:-
from 1871 to 1881, 5 per cent. In 1841 the pop-
ulation was 251 to the square mile; in 1881,
the average was 159 to the square mile. Be-
tween the decrease of the native popula-
tion by emigration and the gradual influx
of foreigners, especially in the cities. the
proportion of natives to the actual popula-
tion is much less now than it was in for-
mer years.

From an a priori point of view there is
nothing unreasonable in the idea of the
gradual extinction of the Irish as a distine-
tive race. Ethnologically they are related
to the nations of southern Europe. These
have not shown as much national
vigor nor anything lke the aggres-
siveness in the way of colonizing
or absorbing other peoples as those
of northern and central Europe have.
The Anglo-Saxon is a conquering race and
the coming one of the future. It is a sin-
gular fate which, in addition to other
causes for the depopulation of Ireland and
the dispersion of its people, has brought it
under the rule of and into close physical
contact with the most aggressive peopls
in the world. It is not impossible that Ire-
land may become more and more peopled
by the English, and that eventually the
Irish, amalgamated with Anglo-Saxons in
this ecountry and absorbed by foreigners in

Ireland, may lose their racial individuality
and cease to exist as a distinct type.

A DEFENSE OF THE CURFEW.

In an article In the North American Re-
view Mrs. John D. Townsend, of New York,
discusses the necessity of a curfew for chil-
dren in cities. Popular opinion has not
been generally In favor of the proposition
requiring all children of a certain age to
be out of the streets at an early hour in
the evening. The name curfew is sug-
gestive of ancient restrictions upon old as
well as young which are not in accord
with the spirit of an age which puts a high
estimate upon personal liberty, Therefore,
when a little more than a year ago the
proposition that cities establish a curfew
for children was brought Iorward, it was
not generally received with favor. Many
thoughtful men and women, whose atten-
tion has been called to the evils of the un-
restricted liberty of the young to roam
at all hours of the night, are in sympathy
with the movement, even if they say little
about it. Mrs. Townsend during the past
year has collected from the papers the rec-
ords of what Is called *“child crime.” From
these records she has shown that almost
every known crime is committed in New
York by children between six and fifteen
Years of age, and that the period betwéen
sixteen and twenty-one seems to be the
most fruitful of crime. One fact which
Mrs. Townsend presents i{s an argument
in favor of some attempt to prevent the
evils of the lack of home restraint, which
has great force. It is the statement of the
State Charities Association of New Jérsey
that in eleven cities 13,000 policemen ar-
rested 450,000 men, women and children at
an expense of $20.000,000, while among an
equal number of farmers there were not
5,000 arrests. Of the 13,000 boys and girls in
reform schools in 1890, 98 per cent. went
from cities, towns and villages. This means
that a little more than one-third of the pop-
ulation of the country furnished 98 of every
100 children sent to reform schools.

In view of such facts as these, the sin-
cere men and women who are urging cur-
few. ordinances for citles deserve to be met
with something better than ridicule. There
can be no dubt that the lack of parental
watchfulness and restraint in cities is re-
sponsibie for much of the erime which fills
This being the case, it seems that a rem-
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dismiss those who do advocate it with ridi-
cule.

UNCHANGING WOMAN.

—_—

The Journal has always malntained that
woman, no matter in what direction she
might choose to “advance,"” would continue
to be womanly. Many persons with solic-
itude for her weifare, but less confident
in her inherent qualities, have declared that
the moment she entered any part of the
arena hitherto occupied exclusively
by man she began to lose her dis-
tinctively feminine traits, and that the
further she advanced into this Tommy
Tiddler's ground the more mannish she
was sure to become. One peculiarity. of
woman's most anxious friends, it may be
remarked, is that they show a lack of ad-
miration, not to say contempt, for femi-
nine qualities in the abstract, but they
wouldn’'t have woman lose the least of
such characteristics for the world. They
have been particularly alarmed over the
risk she ran in entering upon a career of
public speaking. The platform, they have
declared over and over, is destructive of
femininity, The true woman could not
engage In public discussion without ceasing
to become a true woman. The Journal has
never believed this. It has observed wom-
an with some care since she entered inte
those fields of activity which give her the
title of “new,” and it has not found that
she differs in any essential respect from
the “old woman' who never spoke in pub-
lic on the stage, but confined her remarks
to the soclal or family circle. Its position
receives support from an interesting occur-
rence at Marion a day or two ago. Acco.nl-
ing to the reports in the papers a religlous
controversy arose in that town, "“a con-
verted nup” having said things about her
former church which faithful female mem-
bers resented. One of these sistefs was
so wrought up that she arose in the midst
of one of the lecturés and disputed the
speaker. She was invited to a joint dis-
cussion at the theater the next evening,
and the invitation was accepted.
Naturally, during the day intervening
tongues wagged in the accepted feminine
way, and naturally things were said not
complimentary to the ex-nun. At ;the ap-
pointed hour the crowd assembled, the
nun appeared on the platform, but her op-
ponent did not. After waiting awhile the

nun began to address the crowd and ex--

pressed regret over the other lady's ab-
sence, whereupon that person arose In the
middle of the audience and said the debate
would not take place because she had
learned that the ex-nun was not what she
ought to be and was not the kind of a per-
son with whom she could associate. Then
amid great excitement she fell to weeping
violently, and the meeting broke up in a
confusion of truly feminine sobs and tears
and hysterics. There was no loss of fem-
ininity here. An old-fashioned sewing cir-
cle couldn't have been more feminine, The
verdict against one member of the sex thac
she was no better than she should’ be
proved as potent as ever. It settled mat-
ters without a hope for reconsideration.
There was no appeal, and every woman
present recognized the fact. If the logic
of the charge left anything undone the
sobs and tears supplied the lack. The af-
fair proved that woman will be woman
under all circumstances and whether she
be “new' or *“‘old.” The Journal notes this
case with pleasure and feels that its faith
in the sex has been justified by the be-
havior of the Marion sisters. They may
get up in meeting and make %speeches, but
they draw the same old line between them-
selves and the other woman whose moral
character is questioned, they fall to crying
on the slightest provocation just as they
always did—and are a joy forever.

SCIENTIFIC CHILD TRAINING.

Child training is becoming so complicated
and difficult a science that the old-fash-
joned persons who once regarded primary
education as a comparatively simple mat-
ter find themselves decidedly unprogressive
and behind the times. A knowledge of cer-
tain things, such as reading, writing and
arithmetic, they know to be essential parts
of every child's mental equipment, ard it
seemed to them, from what they reriems-
bered of their own school days and what
they had come to know of children by later
observation, that the extent of the knowl-
edge acquired in a given length of time de-
pended almost entirely upon the mental
capacity of the individual pupils; that one
boy, for instance, might master a spelling
book in one term while another boy might
need a year to gain such proficiency, or the
one might be able to solve every problem
in the arithmetic while the other still
struggled with fractions. Going back to
the foundation they remembered that some
little ones learned to read almost without
effort while others labored long and pain-
fully over the alphabet. Reversing the
matter the same conclusion was reached,
namely, that the time needed for any glyven
branch of study varied with the intelli-
gence of the pupils. But even then un-
progressive persons have been aware that
the primitive method of kgeplng the child
at his studies just as long as it was nec-
essary for him to understand them thor-
oughly has not been in vogue for some
time, the newer system making him one of
a class which, for the teacher's credit as
well as Its own, must be promoted
as a body Iinto another grade at a
fixed date. They have been aware that the
system endeavored to make an average of
juvenile mentality and to work upon that
average as a basis. It is but just now
dawning upon them, however, what an ex-
act science the matter of education has be-
come, or is becomine., Dr. Rice says it is
dreadfully inexact because expert educators
do not yet agree as to how much time
should be devoted to reading, writing, spell-
ing and arithmetic, to say nothing of
“nature study" and the Innumerable other
things that now form a part of every com-
mon school curriculum. “Our leading edu-
cators,” he says, “‘are not even agreed, for
example, as to whether the results secured
by a five-year course in technical gram-
mar are better than those secured by a
one-year course, or whether the resul*s will
not be just as good if technical grammar
be entirely omitted from the elementary
school course. And, again, they are by no
means agreed as to whether or not children
who devote forty minutes daily to spelling
turn out to be better spellers than those
who devote, say, not more than five or ten
minutes daily to that subject.”

What he has undertaken to do is to prove
by statistics how much time it is necessary
to devote to a subject, so that with exact
data the teacher may lay out a course of
study with the assurance that it is scien-
tifically correct. Dr. Rice has made an ex-
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ered that it takes a young child .0364 of 3
second to recognige the letter “c;” .0358 of
@ second to recognize the letter “a.,” and
0339 of a second to recognize the letter “t;"
while the word “¢-a-t’” as a whole is recog-
nized in .023% of a second, Therefore, Krohn
concludes that primary teaching should be
done by words and not by letters, that the
letters should be one-twelfth of an inch
high, and printed fh a line not more than
four inches long. 'The Bookman, taking
these figures as a basis, does some calculat-
ing on its own account, and finds that, ‘‘fol-
lowing out his method and adopting his
kind of a reading beok, a ehild of five years,
In an average dally lesson, would each day
save .09739 of a minute out of its valuable
time.” If the child happened to be one
above the average he might save even more
time.

An article in the Review of Reviews on
the training of teachers admiringly de-
scribes a normal school which recommends
them when at home to make psychclogical
studies of their young brothers and sisters,
note book in hand, then to tabulate the re-
sults and make generalizations. With all
the tendencies in the direction of _such edu-
cational precision there is reason to expect
that the rising generation to which the
system is applied will be of a mental uni-
formity the like of which is only known
among the primitive tribes of mankind
where the ruler, fearful of rivals, finds
means of destroying all who rise above the
common level. The boys and girls who
come out of the schools now with an in-
different knowledge of speiling and arith-
metic and possessors of a variety of mis-
celianeous iInformation show a singular
likeness in their intellectual measurements,
but the later arrivals will resemble each
other. They will be like the little box trees
that made the hedges in old-time gardens,
g0 exactly alike that there Is no choice,
all more aspiring than their companions
having been trimmed to the common level.
To aid in this leveling process the *“‘con-
vention of mothers,” to be held in Washing-
ton in February, will urge the adoption of
scientific methods of child training in the
home.

Plainly there is no provision made for
special talent or irregular mental develop-
ment in the coming man, but, possibly, as
the world is becoming so highly civilized
marked individuality and originality are
not desirable, while no one will deny that
genluses always were troublesome when-
ever they appeared. But the scientific sys-
tem, with no break™in {t from the cradle
to the college diplama, iIs likely to be hard
on the unfortunate child who must be
trained under it, and the thought of him
causes the individual who, like Topsy, *“‘just
growed,” to congratulate himself on being
born before pedagogy became so advanced
and all-comprehensive,

EXPERIENCE 'WITH A DESERT.

Twenty-one counties of western Kansas,
comprising about one-fourth of the area of
the State, had 102,282 inhabitants in 1887.
This year the State census shows the popu-
lation of those countles to be 45,512, In nine
years they have lost more than three-
fourths of their ﬁo‘pﬁla.tlon. Neither war
nor pestilence has swept those plains. For
the most part the depopulation has been
caused by too myunhiof the most delightful
weather ever knmown - and an absence of
those days when the dreary rain falls. Oc-

casionally a hot wind has turned hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of green corn
to a rustling wh!'tg"ness in a day. Other
arid counties have suffered less, but in the
nine yrars Kansas thas lost a quarter of a
million of its population because there is
not enough rainfall in the western third of
that State and Nebraska to make
crops grow. Never were there more reso-
lute men than those who went, ten yvears
ago, from the older States—Indiana, Ohio,
Illinois and the older East—to make homes
on the pratries of the arid district. In the
springtime no landscape could be more at-
tractive to the settler. It is a treeless,
rolling prairie, with all the elements of fer-
tility. If it could be watered it would be
the garden of the world. But it is the semi-
arid region which Senator Benton, of Mis-
gsouri, once aliuded to as the American des-
ert, With artificial irrigation it might sup-
port a large population, but the best au-
thority expresses the opinion that the west-
ern part of Kansa¥ cannot be irrigated be-
cause of a lack of water supply. That part
of the country must go back to the stock
ralser and the ranchman.

Yet the=e peoplé went thither ten years
ago confident of suecess, All the land was
taken up by settlers, and cities were start-
ed. Now there are large areas on which
deserted sodhouses are the only evidence
that the region was ever peopled. There
m' cities which have not a dweller in one-
tenth of the houses, where the §10,000
schoolhouse is empty and the expenstive
city hall is without an official. Most of the
deserted farms were mortgaged ere the
occupant lost courage and gathered up his
small belongings te go back to his “wife’s
folks in the East."” He, however, is perhaps |
the less responsible party in the process of
mortgaging, since, about 1886 and 1887, that
country was scoured by loan agents who
urged settlers to borrow money and give
mortgages. The expensive schoolhouses
and city halls were built with borrowed
money and by people entirely confident that
they were providing cities which in a few
years would have a vast trade. These
brave people lived on hope from season to
season. They did not believe that hot
winds came nearly every year and that ev-
ery summer was a season of drought. So
they struggled In hope for years. No cour-
age could bear up against ten years of
crop failure and privation which bordered
on famine. Of all the parties to this un-
fortunate condition they deserve the most
pity. The savings banks which loaned the
money lost the deposits of many people in
narrow circumstances; but these men and
women who became the settlers of the
semi-arid regions have lost all, even occu-
pation. :

The Inquiry is suggested why the gov-
ernment ever permitted these lands to be
opened for settlement. 1In an indefinite way
it was known fifty years ago that the west-
ern portions of Kansas and Nebraska were
little better then deserts for the habitation
of man. It was not necessary that the
aridity of the region should have been
proved at such great cost to hundreds of
thousands of people—settlers ghd invest-
ors. It is well known that many of the
dwellers of the inhabitable portion of Kan-
sas knew that there was too much sun-
shine in the western third of Kansas for
farming. The government had had many
surveys made of the region, and its armies

An officer of the Citizens’ Street Rail-
road Company was asked yesterday what
they proposed to do when the horseless
carriage should be perfected. “Do you
know,” was the reply, “I regard that as
the greatest menace to the street railroad
business in sight, at present? The horse-
less carriage with pneumatic tires is a
practical certainty in the not distant fu-
ture. It is more clearly foreshadowed now
than the present development of bicycles
was ten years ago, and it is coming. The
bicycle has been a severe blow to the
street-railroad business, but the horseless
carriage will hurt it still mor‘" This is
the view of one whose business it is to
study the signs of the times, and it is prob-
ably correct. The horseless carriage has
already passed the first stage of invention,
and its future development is only a ques-
tion of successive improvement and adap-
tation to everyday use. That these will
come in regular order and in a compara-
tively short time none can doubt who has
witnessed the wonderful progress of the
last ten years in the way of daeveloping
new inventions. In no field has this prog-
ress been more marked than in that of
rapid wurban and suburban transit, It
has not been many years since
every street car in the United States
was propedled by animal power. The change
from mules to horses was consldered a
forward step. The first electric railway in
the world, an experimental line, was con-
structed in Berlin at the exhibition in that
city in 1879, At the Paris exposition in
1881 there was an electric line in operation
about sixteen hundred feet long, of which
boastful contemporaneous accounts say
“fully 95,000 passengers were conveyed over
this line ' in seven weeks.” The first line
in this country, purely an experimental
one, was constructed and operated at Men-
lo Park, under the direction of Mr. Edison,
in 1882. From that time the development
has been rapid, until now every live town
in the country has electric cars. If the
next stage in the development of urban
transit is to be the horseless carriage it
will probably bring also a contest for su-
premacy between electricity and com-
pressed air as a motive power. The use
of hot air as a motive power has been fa-
miliar to engineers for a considerable
length of time, but they are just beginning
fairly to appreciate the possibilities of
compressed air. Some of the most intelll-"
gent engineers in the country believe that
in the near future it will suprlant both
steam and electricity as a motive power
for domestic purposes and everyday use.
When the horseless carriage comes to stay
it will, as likely as not, be propelled by
compressed air,

BUBBLES IN THE AIR.

The Secret of a Success.

“Tell me, how do you keep your husband
at home so well? What can you find to say
to hYim to entertain him?"”

‘4 don’t talk to him at all.”

Away Out of Date.

“Maud Merriwell is so awfully old-fash-
foned.”

“What! Maud?" :

"“Yes; Maud. She is still using the Chim-
mie Fadden style of slang, poor girl."”

Envious Mr. Simmins.
Timmins—Watts introduced me to a man
the other day as the *“fellow who writes
those funny jokes.” Rather tautodlogi-
cal, eh?
Simmins—No, I would not call it tautol-
ogy. I should call it a plain lie.

Contributory Negligence.

“By the way, did the colonel recover dam-
ages in his suit against the trolley company
for permitting one of their cars to run
over him?", ;

“Naw. The company showed contribu-

. tory negligence. The colonel was so sober
that morning that his nerves were in, no

fit condition for him to be on the street.”
SCIENTIFIC.

An agricultural experiment station has

been established at Usambara, In German
East Africa.

Among the ingredients of a nonpoisonous
match, invented by M. Pouleaux, are said
to be potassium permanganate and amyl

acetate. A test of the matches has shown
that they can be easily and safely made,
stored without risk of explosion and that
they ignite readily and with an agreeable
odor instead of the irritating one of lcifer
matches.

During a residence of twenty years in
the West Indles, Prof. J. H. Hart has ob-
served the flowering of the bamboo on

three occasions only—in Jamaica in 1885,
in Trinidad In 1887 and in Trinidad in 1886,
He ascribes the last occurrence of this

rare phenomenon to a thinning-out of the
clump by cutting a number of the stems
on the previous November.

The number of species of existing ani-
mals is approximately given by the Zoo-
ological Record in this table: Mammals,
2,500: reptiles and batrachians, 4400; tuni-
cata, 900; brachiopods, 150; crustaceans, 20,-
000: myriapods, 3,000; echinoderms, 3,000;
coelenterata, 2.000; photozoans, 6,100; birds,
12.500; fishes, 12,000; mollysks, 50,000; bry-
ozoams, 1,800; arachnids, 10,000; insects,

230,000; vermes, 6,150; sponges, 1,500. Gen-
eral total, 366,000 distinct species.

It appears that, as the earth becomes
overpopulated, all men must become vege-
tarilans. A recent estimate shows that
twenty-twd acres of land are necessary to

sustain one man op fresh meat, while the
same area, if devoted to wheat culture,
would fee;‘lt forty-two veople; if to oats,
eighty-e : toes
rlge. yl':'c.l‘and f to plaatain or breadfruit,
over 6,000 people. Ere the dire prophecy of
Malthus is fulfilled, however, we may rea-
sonable expect the chemist to provide arti-
ficial food for the multitude.

A ready means of distinguishing between
fresh meat 2nd that which has been froz-

en, a German writer points out, Js fur-
nished by the microscope. A small quan-
tity of the blood or meat juice is exam-
ined and if this is from fresh flesh nu-
merous red corpuscles, normal in color
and floating in clear serum, are seen;
while in the case of blood from flesh that
has been preserved by freezing the cor-

les have dissclved in the serum and
not a single normal red corpuscle can be
seen—the moglobin escapes into the
serum an as firregular brown
crystals. e lia:xid must be examined
ilnlgckly. before there has been any dry-

The use of snuff, which is especially prev.
alent among the women and giris of the
Southern States, is a source of 11l health

that Dr. W. K. Grayson, of Florence, Tex.,
believes physiclans have been too much
inclined to overlook. Snuff is a powerful

irritant and narcotic poison, Eln.lninx to a
er or less degree all e functions of

tr: :nzt"v."‘t;ni:o system, A:nd ucing a long
auto on a young
mln “uld by two wn-known"y_ nhys{chna
to have died pulmonary consumption
gave evidence that death was really due
to snuff poison in-

the lungs rul other

have been ignorant of the fact that the re-

DEVELOPMENT OF RAPID TRANSIT.

Indian corn and
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Soma remarkable results have been oOb-
tained by M. Denisenko, a Russian physi--
cian, in experiments with the sap of the
wart-wort (Chelidonium Major, Linn.),
which in Russia and elsewhere is a popular
remedy for warts. M. Denisenko has used
this sap in cases of cancer growth where
surgical treatment was impractical. He
has also made a preparation of the sap for

internal use, and has lately recorded the
history of seven cases of cancer—four ox-
ternal and three internal—in which this
treatment seems to have caused the
wths to disappear or become greatly re-
uced., A cancer growth in the oesophagus
has so much diminished that the patient,
who formerly took only liguid food, can
now swallow chopped meat, bread and hard-
boiled eggs. Other physicians are urged to
test the remedy that has produced such
astonishing effect in order to verify its ap-
parent great value and to determine

whether the tw kalolds contained
e two deadly al : bare legs. Hearing this, one of the Scotch-

in the chelidonium sap are dangerous in
long-continued small doses. On account of
its poisorous nature the remedy must never
}m ltrled ‘without the prescription of & med-
cal man.

This brief summary of what has been
learned concerning tubercles was given by
Dr. D. E. Salmon, chief of the National
Bureau of Animal Industry, In a recent
address in New York city: 1. Tuberculosis
is a germ disease. 2. The germ attacks
many animals, such as men, cattle, fowls,
swine, sheep, cats, dogs, horses, rats, mice,
and domestic vermin. Each infected ani-
mal throws off germs capable of infecting
the others, even bedbugs having been

known to communicate the disease. 3. The
germ attacks only diseased or abraded tis-
sue. 4. There are cells within the body
whose duty is to fight disease germs. 5.
The germ may enter either by inhalation,
inoculation, or ingestion. 6. Tuberculosis
is more prevalent in old than in young
cattle, 7. It is not hereditary. 8 The
germ can be killed by a tempepature of
158 degrees Fahr. for thirty minutes, by
direct sunlight, or by diffused sunlight. 9.
Its virulence depends on the numbers pres-
ent. 10. In-breeding, poor health, poor
ventilation, poor food, lack of sunlight, are
important predisposing causes. 11. There
is no more tuberculosis now than in the
past, if as much. 12. Tuberculin, in trust-
worthy hands, is a reliable and safe diag-
nostic agent. 13. Tuberculosis is not a re-
specter of breeds. 14, Communities have
been furnished almost entirely with milk
from tuberculous herds without any ap-
reciable increase in tuberculosis, Others
ave been furnished milk from healthy
herds with no. appreeiable decrease in
tuberculosis. 15. Among fat calves, even
with tuberculous dams and nurses, the dis-
ease has been detected in only two to five
in 100,000, Dr. Salmon believes the disease
could be bred out of a herd by proper se-
lection and raising of the healthy calves.

LITERARY NOTES.

Archbishop Benscn's “ife is to be written
by his son, the author of “Dodo.”

Editor Charles A. Dana has written for
McClure's his “Recollections of Wartime.”

Richard Mansfield, the actor, is writing

a book for children, to be entitled “Blown
Away."

Dean Farrar has In press his long-prom-

Ised work on ““The Bible, Its Meaning and
Supremacy.”

Israel Zangwill, the English novelist and
essayist, has just concluded a successful
lecturing tour in England., He is =said to

be contemplating &a visit to the United
States next yvear.

Ibsen has selected the realistie title *John
Gabriel Borkman™ for his new play, which

is about to be published in five languages
at once—Norweglan, English, French, Ger-
man and Russian.

Emile Olliver, Napoleon IIl's last min-
ister, is about to publish a novel called

“Marie Madeline,” which is belleved to be
autobicgraphical. He brings into it Rich-
ard Wagner, who was his brother-in-law,
L)lliﬁfer‘s first wifc having been a daughter
ot Liszt.

Mrs. Humphrey Ward and her husband
spend a great deal of thelr time at a coun-
try place called Stocks. Not a morning

goes by that the famous author does not
spend some portion at her writing table—in
fact, she could not do otherwise and finish
one of her legthy novels, all of which she
rewrites a number of times before she
sends them out.

There is something pathetic in the philo-
sophical comment with which Mr. Her-
bert Spencer closes the preface to his new
book, which makes complete his “‘sympa-
thetic philosophy:” “Though along with

other deterrents many relapses, now last-
ing for weeks, now for months, and once
for years, often made me despair of reach-
ing the end, yet the end is reached. Doubt-
legs in earlier days some exultation would
have resulted, but as age creeps on feelings
weaken, and now my chiet pleasure is in
my emancipation. S8Still there is satisfac-
tion in the consciousness that losses, dis-
couragement and shattered health have not
prevented me from fulfilling the purpose
of my life."”

Mr. Gladstone is sald to be surprised and
a little disappointed that his edition of

Butler's ““Analogy’ and “Sermons’ has not
had a wider sale. Speaking c¢f this the
New York Evening Post says: “Most peo-

ple would consider the publishers lucky to
have disposed of 2,000 coples of a book of

sober and solid reading, of which the main
interest, after all, is historical. Something
adventitious is needed to carry a theolog-
fcal work beyond those figures. Books like
Drummond’'s ‘Natural Law in the Spiritual
World,” or the work of Mr. Balfour, which,
as Leslie Stephen said, he quaintly named
‘The Foundations of Belief,” have a =elling
power with which Butler could hardly be
expected to compete. Truly popular the-
ologyv—tested by sales—is still to be found
in the theological novel. Did Mr. Gladstone
expect to rival ‘Robert Elsmere? ™

In England the late coventry Patmare's
poems were popular enough for him to be
mentioned as a possible poet-laureate. “'I
have written little,”" he said, In the preface
to his completed works, “but it is all my
best. I have respected posterity; and
should there be a posterity which cares

for letters, I dare to hope that it will re-
spect me.” “If he does not live,’”” says a
writer in Harper's Weekly, "It will be as
he would most desire to live—in the affec-
tions of women, whoss laureate he was.
Mr. Patmore was the poet of domesticity,
He found inspiration In a tea party, in
the gossip of his housekeeper, in the pur-
chase of a pair of sand shoes for his wife,
and it was inevitable that the ice should
occasionally give way beneath him. Yet
his “Angel in the House'” 18 a very tender,
very ingenious and at times very beautiful
hymn in woman's pralse.”

ABOUT PEOFPLE AND THINGS.

It is said by philologists that there are’
thirteen original languages—the Greek,
Latin, German, Slavonic, Welsh, Biscayan,
Irish, Albanian, Tartarian, Illyrian, Jazygi-
an, Chaucin and Finnic.

An auditor in a Japanese theater is al-
lowed for a small fee to stand up, and the
unfortunate individual behind him has no

right to remonstrate or to rise and get a
peep at the siage. He may hear, but he

cannot see,

The Prince of Wales prefers strong and
powerfui cigars, which cost half a guinea,
that are especizlly made for him at Ha-
vana, being presented to him by Baron
Ferdinand Rothschild in lots of ten thou-
sand at a time,

A private letter which has been recelived
in Buda-Pesth from the wife of M. Mun-
kacsy expresses the belief that the cele-
brated painter will bs completely restored
to health soon, and that he will be able
to resume his work.

It was little Queen Wilhelmirn ot Hol-
land who was overheard holding the ter-
rible threat over the head of her :nost re-
bellious doll: “If you do not be good at
once I will make you queen, and thea you
willi never have anyone to play with."

Cornelius Vanderblit has always been the
good young man of the Vanderbilt fam-
fly. A witty (though not aitogether char-
itable) clergyman who once met him at
dinner remarked afterward that Cornelius
“would undoubtedly be the Vanderbiit fam-
ily’'s representative in heaven.™

The oldest actor in the world is Henry

Doel. He will be ninety-three on his next

| birthday, and was an actor for sixty-five

H‘“' As a child he was rowed out to
Piymouth =sound. and saw Napoleon walk-
ing the quarterdeck of the Eﬂr Ruffin,

- veteran actor now keeps a tav
m_ b England ern in

At a recent meeting of the committee gp-
by the Wesleyan Conference of
lament for the extensiom
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The Information bureau of the United
States Export Association, 143 Chambery
street, New York, publishes in its bulletin
for December a list of swindling houses
compiled for It the police authorities
of Amsterdam, H under the name of
“The Black Band,” against whom Ameri.
can merchants are warned.

When 8ir Edward Bume-Jones's children
were naughty his wife used to send them to
the corners of a room, where they had 1o
face the wall and remain until they wers
- " To lessen their humiliation and
incidentally to mitigate their puni<hment,
Burne-Jones would draw retty little
sketches in ctl on the wall paper. The
decorations have remained ever since, and
are now highly prized.

At the reception given to Dr. John Wat.
son In Syracuse, some time ago, two
Scotchmen, in Highland costume, presented
themselves. As the day was cold, many
of the other guests expressed the fear that
they would suffer discomfort from thelr
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men laughed and said: “Do you know that
a man's knee is like a dog's nose? 1t is
bound to be cold, anyway. That is a fact,
and swathing the knee in flannels and trou-
sers doesn’'t make the body a bit warmer

Percival Lowell, of Boston, whose astro-
nomical researches with reference to the
inhabitabllity of the planet Mars have

commanded wide attention, is going to the
City of Mexico, near which place he has
erected an observatory. He made elabo-
rate plans for coatinuing his researches in
this direction, as well as his work .
Arequipa, Peru, in the Interest of Harvarq
Coliege. Dr. J. J. 8ee, fotmerly of the Chi-
cago University, will also be ?n the party
as well as W. A. Cogshell, of Michigan
and E. A. Drew, of Wisconsin, both of
whom are prominent in astronomical work,
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SHREDS AND PATCHES,

Subtlety may dacetve you; integrity never
will.—Cromwell.

The art of pleasing consists In being
pleased.—Hazlitt.

It robs the world for a man of ability to
live in idleness.—Ram’'s Horn.
Some men have reason to be thankful

that their neighbors let them live.—Syra-
cuse Post.

The ignorance that Is bliss is the ignor-

ance of the man who thinks he knows It
all.—Puck.

“What do you regard as the most reilabls

weather report, Professe:?’ *“Thunder,™
__ﬂt'Bltao

When a man goes gunning without a dog
some one ought to give him a pointer.

—Philadelphia Recorg.
While marriage may not be a failure, it

comes near being a faith cure in most
cases —Milwaukee Joufnal.

The real polite member of a family is the

one who does the most lying when guests
are present.—Atchison Globe.

The odd thing about marriage is that a

fool is just as likely to make a desirable
one as the wise people.—Atchison Globe.

If a woman were only as patient in un-

locking the door for her men. folks as she
l(a;l!? letting in and out the cat!—Atchison
obe,

Nodd—Do you think there is any relation

between a person's looks and actions? Todd

—I hope not. Theg say my baby looks like
me, but he acts like the devil.—Truth.

Excellence is merely a relative matter.

The man who canrot sing may have a
voice admirably adapted to crying clams,
oranges or charcoal.—Boston Transcript.

“Et doan make no dif'nce,” said Ephraim

Jefferson, “"how cl'ar a man's conshence
am, if he done eats too much mince pie
he's gwiner feel oneasy.”'—Baltimore News,

THE INDIAN HUSBAND.

——

He Tends Baby, and Is an Example for
Paleface Fathers,
New York Press,

It s Interesting to hear a white woman
declare that Indian women are not so badly
treated by their husbands as is belleved
generally. Miss Alice Fletcher, who is one
of the most eminent students of ethnology
in the country, defends the Indian in many
respects in which he has been subjected 10
severe criticism. She Yirst became ac-
quainted with Indian manners and customs
when she took part in the opening of In-
dian mounds in different parts of the coun-
try, from Florida to Maine. Then she made
up her mind to live among them, s=o that
she could obtain a correct knowledge of
them in their most intimate relations. She
tcok up her abode with the Dakotas, some
twenty years ago, and learned more about
Indian nature from close observation than
any other white woman in America.

With regard to the habits of the Indlan,
and the supposition that they are dirty in
their persons, Miss Fletcher says that she
has found them neater and cleaner than
white people so situated would be.

Indians have no stationary bathtubs,
with hot and cold running water. Thay
have to carr¥ every drop they use from
some creek in the neigh&)rhood- Hence
they are not so ready to wash as they
might be otherwise, hey are far away
from civilization, living fn one room or
tent. Every article they use in thelr do-
mestic economy must be brought a long
distance, and is therefore costly and hard
to get. The Indlans have no money and
no way of earning any. As a conseguence
they do not buy many cooking utensile.

How does the squaw clean house? She
does it frequently and effeetively, accord-
ing to Miss Fletcher. She selects a new
F;uc’n of ground where she thinks it would
ye pleasant and convenient to pitch a tent,
Then she has the tent removed to it and
pitehed, inside out. Thus the =side that
was before washed by the rain and
bleached by the sun is turned inward and
the soiled, smoked side that was the walls
and roof of the old home is exposed to the
rain and sun, and in due time becomes
clean enough for another reversal. The
earth floor is clean, and it only remains
for the houschold belongings to be swept
and transferred. This is the moving that
is done, and there is no cranky landlord to
find fault with the state of the old home,
or demand rent in advance for the new

Talking about the behavior of Indian
men to their squaws, Miss Fletcher de-
clares that the husbands are affectionate in
their home circles, and particularly affec-
tionate to the chiidren. bold warrior wiil
often walk the ficor all night, trying to
soothe a fretful child, while the wife slum-
bers calmly, just as we hear of their doing
in white Americin families. The Indian is
a good husband, as a rule, because if he
does not beliave himself the wife has the
privilege of dismissing him and finding
some one else to take his place. Indlans
are 2 merry peosple in private life, iIn spite
of all that is said of their Imperturbable
gravity. Your Indlan ¢njoys a joke as
mich as anyone, and there are plenty of
jests among themselves in the security of
their villages away from Caucaslan ob-
servation.

it appears that the Indian woman is not
in as good a position now as she was In
the good old days, on account of the ways
of the white pegrle obtaining a hold among
the red men. iss Fletcher says that an
old warrior came to her one day with tears
in his eyes and Ilmplcred her to save the
Indian women. BSaid he:

“We don’t want to see them degrade to
the position held by the white wives of the
white men.”

Life iun Bethlehem, "n Juden.

8. 8. McClure, in McClure's Magazine,

I went to Bethlehem several times, re-
turning usually towards dusk. i constant-
ly met the “Bethlehem men,' as they are
called—mechanics, masons, carpenters, la-
borers—returning on foot from their long
and hard day's work in Jerusalem. The
hours of labos in the east are from sun-
rise to sunset; and these men would leave
Bethlehem early in the morning, and, after
walking the six miles to their daily task.
work all day and walk back at dusk 10
their late and scanty supper. The younger
men looked warn out: the older men seemed
to have lost all strength and their eyes
frequently looked dull and almost glazed

I was invited ta visit a family in Bethle
hem. Their homg was on the second floor
of a bullding. It consisted of a single room
about fifteen feet square, with a concrete
floor, and not a article of furniture
save a tiny c stove. It was clean;
there were plenty of windows, and the win-
dow silis were low and briad and were
used instead of chalrs. There were llttle
cupboards bullt in the walis, which held the
food and the few gishes. At one side of
the room was a larger recess, ?erhlps two
feet deep, three feet h'sh and eix feet long.
Here were piled blankets, rugs and quiits,
neatly folded. At nlght the rugs wetre
spread on the floor and the family slept
on them, ualnns the blankets and ‘l;‘x:'its tlor
cov nﬁ great occasions a e cir-
eanu about

feet across and one
foot high was as a dining table.

Not Neecdced.
llrmnpmMth‘!hhm
try = sm. Democratic party™ Is at
unn.‘n-u e extent that the country
doesn : he present
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