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Any offer by Spain of home rule for Cuba
would probably result in drawing the

isiand into an ambuscade.

The workers in the Indiana glass fac-
tories which have resumed operaitions dur-
Ing the last few days do not seem to ob-
jeet to the smoke nuisance.

There is a very general impression since
the President sent his message to Con-
gress that he really does not distinguish
between a surplus and a deficit.

The newspapers which are greatly excited
about putting a tax on the “‘comfort of

wool,"” are ready to increase the tax on
sugar and put one on coffec and tea,

The Journal has no inside information on
the subject, but it ventures the prediction
that Mr. Cleveland's great and good friend,
ex-Queen Lilluokalani, will be persona non
grata at Washington.

Including a payment that will be made
to-day Indiana will have reduced her State
debt $300.000 during the present year. If
any other State has done better the Journal
will be pleased to record the fact.

The Democratic platform of 1802 de-
pounced the *“sham reciprocity” under
which the foreign trade of the United
States had largely increased, and a Demo-
cratic Congress lost no time In repealing it.
Now the people are demanding its restora-
tion. .

It Is weli known that the efforts which
are being made by the friends of Major
Warner, of Missouri, to secure him a place
in the Cabinet have not been prompted by

~ him. In several States the prominent mem-

|
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- fulfill the requisements of the law of Ne-

bers of the Grand Army have urged his
geiection upon Major McKinley.

The Populist treasurer of Nebraska, na-
tional bank officer as he is, is finding it a
hard task to get a $2,000,000 bond. Certain
banks will guarantee the safety of the
Btate's funds, but a guarantee does not

raska regarding the bonds of State officers,

A The death of an Indlana undergraduate
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from injury received in a football struggle
serves to call local attention to its dan-
gérs. It is one of the evils which it will
be dificult to reach by legislation, but the
presidents and trustees of universities can
s0 modify the game that it shall not be
dangerous to limb and life.

3 '-hlncton is considerably stirred up
over the proposition to hold the so-called

.

dnaungural ball In the library bullding,

which the congressional library committee

wopposes. Ratheér than have an unpleasant-

‘ness over the matter, the crush called the

inaugural ball might be indefinitely post-
poned.

.‘. dispatch in the Sunday Journal told of
& public sale of Shropshire sheep, near
Muncie, at which 204 head brought $i.085.
The Columbia City Mall mentions a recent
sale in that county, Whitley, of forty head
for $6.10 per head. “They were good sheep,”
~.lu the Mail, “but nothing above the av-
erage of the good farm sheep that can be

| found on hundreds of other farms In the

-eounty.” These prices are much better
than could have been obtained before the
recent election. The American sheep Knows
Major McKinley is a friend.

The proposition to change the date of the
sesslons of Congress so that each Congress
- shall meet on the 4th of March following
#ts election aceords with ideas heretofore

' urged by the Journal. There are obvious

and strong reasons why this change shguld
be made, and no reason can be urged
it except that it would not suit the
snlence of members of Congress. The
mt system violates fundamental prin-

of popular government.

. The commissioner of internal revenue, in
annual report, furnishes a new argu-
mt for the civil sgrvice law. He says
: placing of the internal revenue em-
pyes under the Jaw has resulted in a de-
elded improvement of the service, the as-
surance of retention during good behavior
and of promotion for faithful service act-
85 a stimuius to a higher perform-

of duty. If that is the effect in the in-
revenue service no doubt it jis

ly so {n other branches.

My

When so many matters will be turned
o the next Congress, the loaning of

it of the United States to build

he canal had better go into the
d‘l‘.’l‘k A government which has
ot & system of revenue which will give it

_ money to run its affairs should
ot g0 to loaning its credit. Then we have
the Pacific raliroad bonds maturing. which
i be quite enough for this Congress lo
& . In fact, there is no scheme be-
Lo - which can better walit than

'q voting ald 0 the isthmus canal.

]
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ntat| Barrett, of Massachu-
8, seems not to have studied the Con-
utle nm—a States, else he
ot have offered a bill in the House
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bers of either body as Congress shall se-
lect, to the end that they may be members
of the Cabinet and Congress at the same
time. Nevertheless, Mr. Barrett was grad-
uated with honors from the colfege which
educated Danilel Webster.

NO SALARY GRABBING.

The country will be surprised to hear that
any considerable number of members of
Congress are considering a scheme for In-
creasing their salaries 5 per cent., that is,
frem $5,000 a year to $7.5n. Have these gen-
tlemen forgotten the last blunder which a
Congress made in regard to that matter?
If they Imve not they would do well to
find some history of the so-called salary
grab of 1573, When they &hall have read
such a history few of them will vote for
a salary increase unless they are desirous
of being retired from public life.

The salary grab of 1572-3 had its inspira-
tion in the House in Gen. B, F. Butler, who
did not appreciate public sentiment. When
the matter was first voted on in the House
a decided majority was against it, but the
Senate was more favorable, and finally the
“grab,”" with a retroactive clause, got
through on the report of a conference com-
mittee, the vote standing 102 yeas to
nays. Among those in the House voting
against the “grab’ were Generals Coburn
and Manson, Messrs., Kerr, Holman, J. M.
Wilson, while Mr. Voorhees, then in the
House, voted for the increase. The meas-
ure was denounced throughout the couniry
as few acts of Congress have been. The
result was that when the Congress re-
assembled In December it made haste to
repeal Its own “‘salary grab,” and many of

the members turned back the money which®

they had drawn as back pay. The indig-
nation did not end with the repeal, since in
the next election almost every prominent
man in the North who voted for the grab
was retired to private life, among whom
were Generals Butler and Banks, of Mass-
achusetts. It was one of the causes of
dissatisfaction which lost the Republicans
the majority of representatives in the
election of 1874.

In 1573 there were some fair pretexts for
an increase of the compenaatt.on of Con-
gressmen which do not now exist. The
greenback was worth less than 9 cents on
the dollar, while the cost of living in the
country generally was much higher. Those
were flush times, and the country was
getting rich by an inflation of credit. To-
day the $5,000 salary of the congressman
has greater purchasing power than ever be-
fore, and the tendency is not toward an
expansion of values or an Increase of sal-
aries, If the “salary grab"” of 15803, so
quickiy repealed, was political suicide, its
repetition at the present time would bé
equivalent to assassination of the party by
those to whom its interests are Intrusted.

The influence of such an increase of sal-
ary upon the country at large must be de-
moralizing in the extreme. The people be-
lieve that $5,000 a year with perquisites is
ample compensation. They are opposed to
paying more. They say if the men elected
to Congress cannot afford to serve for the
salary they receive, let them refuse to be
eleoted, because others will be glad to as-
sume the duties at the present compensa-
tion. The influence of a salary grab upon
the country would be pernicious. It would
be peointed to as evidence that men who
are elected to Congress will plunder the
treasury under the cover of a law of their
own enactment, under circumstances which
make it little better from a moral point of
view than robbery. Such things are sure
to bring legislative bodies into contempt,
and such examples lower the standard of
morals in business and In regard to finan-
clial obligations.

THE INDIANA ELECTION HONEST.

The Springfield (Mass.) Republican has
an editorial on “Indiana’'s Remarkable
Vote,” in which some long-distance views
regarding the recent election are followed
by the conclusion that “it is not unlikely
that the extraordinary vote cast last month
in the State was the product in part of
methods resorted to by both parties which
will not bear the scrutiny of honest men.”
This conclusion is based on a comparison
of the total vote cast in the recent elec-
tion, 637,284, with the total voting popula-
tion of the State in 1880, which was 595,066,
The Republican says:

We find here a total vote exceeding by
47,000 the total male population of the State
of voting age in 1880. This would point to
an increase in the total population of the
State since 1850 of nearly 200,00, against an
inorease for the whole decade of 1880-%0 of
214,000—which Is a supposition in violence
to all the probabilities of the case. And
to legitimatize the Indlana vote it mdst
further be maintained not only that popu-
lation has increased to an inexplicable ex-
tent since 189, but that practically every
ecitizen of voting age went to the polls—
which last is a result never yet attained in
any American commonwealth, and never
likely to be. The Indlana figures conse-

quently offer some evidence of fraud, but
whether through colonization or otherwise
is not determinable.

The Republican's conclusion is based on
incomplete information and is not only mis-
leading to its readers but unjust to the
State. Two facts will easily account for
the large vote cast in the recent election
—viz., the large Increase of population since
1880 and the fact that the Intense interest
drew out a full vote. Then, too, the elec-
tilon of 189 was a presidential election,
while 1880 was an “off-year” when the vote
is invariably smaller than in presidential
contests. The Republican seems to
think it incredible that the popu-
lation of the State should have increased
nearly 200,000 since 1580, when It only in-
creas~d 214,000 during the entire decade pre-
ceding. To make the comparison just it
shouid be stated by percentages. As a mat-
ter of faci, owing to the development of
the natural-gas fleld and the manufactur-
ing interests, the population of the State
has increased since 1390 far more rapidly
than it did during the ten years preceding.
The population of the State in 1580 was
2,192,44; at the beginning of the present
year, as estimated by the Governor for a
statistical publication, it was 3,135,360. At
the rata of five persons to a vote, which is
too liberal an estimate, this would give
627.072 votes. The enumeration of voters
last year for apportionment purposes
showed 627,000, and It was generally conced-
ed at the time that this was below the
mark. There are probably 630,000 voters in
the State. Another point to be considercd
is that the Republican State central *com-
mittee assisted fully 3,000 legal residents
and voters in the State who were tempo-
rarily employed or residing in other parts
of the couniry to come home and vote.
Perhaps th: Democratic committee did the
same thing, though it |8 not known. A
large number of  Indlanians temporarily
residing in Washington came home to vote,
as did some Indiana officers in the regular
army. In a census or an ordinary enumer-
ation of voters a considerable number of
traveling men, rallroad men and others who
are constantly moving are overlooked. All
these were at home on election day, and
the interest was such as to draw out the
full reserve wﬁ, Taking all these facts
account, there is no m
oot :‘f'_‘_' ﬂf.‘n e ' '.i
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for suspecting that any part of the large
vote this year was due (0o fraud. The
Republican hints at erooked methods which
have been *“‘resorted to by both parties” in
former years. Whatever these may have
been, they are not possible now. The Aus-
tralian ballot law has put an end to that
sort of business, and elections in this State
ere as clean now as those of any other
State in the Union. If the Republican knew
how strict our laws are on the subject and
how closely both political parties watch
each other in this State it would not hint
at “colonization” as a means of swelling
the vote, There is no foundation whatever
for its insinuations or inferences.

SLOW BUT SURE PROGRESS.

There are said to be those who now go
about asking thosa who opposed Bryanism
in the late election, “Where are your good
times?”’ There are thousands of men
whom no good times can reach. There are
others who never have noted good times
In the present sense. If there ever were
good times they were, like the great states-
men of which some people speak, in the
earlier days of the Republice.

As for the better times which it was pre-
dicted would follow the defeat of Bryanism
there are evidences of them on every side.
More than a thousand manufacturing es-
tablishments have started up and at least
a quarter of a million of men are employed
who were idle before the election. Money
can be "borrowed at a reasonable rate of
Interest. The Indianapolis School Board
has borrowed money for 4% per cent.
Thirteen million dollars of municipal and
county bonds have been placed at a low
rate of interest which could not be sold at
any reasonable price prior to Nov. 3. Re-
tail trade is gradually improving, and ‘the
weekly bank clearance reports indicate an
increasing volume of business. In short,
there are on every hand indications of =a
generai revival of business.

The man who really expected that, from
the extreme of business and industrial de-
pression, business affairs would take a sud-
den leap to general and full activity has
neither experience nor sense. Most of those
who are inquiring, in sneering tones, for
the good times promised lack candor. Some
of them would not admit the existence of
better times if every man of their acquain-
tance were employed and every factory
running night and day to keep up with or-
ders. Candor compels the remark that
there are a few men whose vocation in
politics makes them the purveyors of
calamity.

There are many reasons why general
business has not become active in flve
weeks, There have been three years of
depression. To make good times there must
be a general capacity on the part of the
masses to purchase. Three years of de-
pression, of shrinking incomes and earnings
do not find the people in a condition to
purchase and consume freely. Three years
of depression has left many in debt who
must first pay off their obligations in part
before they can go into the market and
purchase "and consume freely. They
must first make or earn money.
Another class of people who have
suffered by the long period of
business depression are manufacturers and
distributors of merchandise. None of these
people has been making money the past
three_s vears. On the contrary, they have
been living off of the capital and accretions
of the good years. They have impaired
ihelr reserves to an extent that they must
make money before they can make larger
expenditures. . To expect these people who
have been wasting their reserves or golng
in debt for thelr living the past three years
to at once purchase abundantly is about
as reasonable as to expect that a man who
has had a course of typhoid fever should
arise from his bed when the fever has left
him 2nd go to work as a handler of heavy
freight.

Confidence has come, and come in a man-
ner that the calamity-howler cannot turn
it back. With confidence, business will
revive, gradually perhaps, but surely. Day
by day the reviving industries of the land
will claim the willing worker so long idle,
and his wages will swell the volume of
trade and gladden the hearts of wife and
children. Those who really desire good
times will wait patiently, leaving those who
do not to sneer and find fault.

ENGLAND’'S COAL SUPPLY.

A London cablegram, printed in the Sun-
day Journal, says:

The report of Dr. Le Neve Foster, the
mineralogist, brings the English face to
face with the fact of positive coal exhaus-
tion. He says the supply will not stand a
yearly Increase of 3% per cent, in the out-

put, and that signs of decline probably will
become apparent within a lifetime. Pro-
fessor Jevons's estimate was that a century

of the present rate of progress would
exhaust English mines to a depth of 4,000
feet, which is 1,600 feet deeper than the
deepest mine,

The Professor Jevons referred to was a
British scientist of high repute, who died
several years ago. In 1865 he published
“The Coal Question; an Inquiry Concern-
ing the Progress of the Natlon and the
Probable Exhaustion of Our Coal Mines.”
The estimate which he made at that time
was based on ingenious and reasonable
calculations It is not known what stand-
ing Dr. Le Neve Foster has in the sclen-
tific world, but the respectful allusion to
his report indicates that he is an author-
ity. In estimating the probable period of
the exhaustion of the British coal supply
it would be impossible and unscientific to
attempt to fix an exact or even an ap-
proximate date, but Dr. Foster cautiously
says that signs of decline will probably be-
come apparent within a lifetime. This har-
monize fairly with Professor Jevons's esti-
mate and would place the date between
the middle and the latter part of the next
century. It may be postponed somewhat
by improved machinery or mining methods,
but these would be expensive and ecould
not greatly proiong the life of the supply.
The coal fields of England are small com-
pared with those of the United States, and
they have already been drawn upon to an
enormous extent. The total area of the
coal fleld of that country is only about
9,000 square miles, This is insignificant
compared with the area of the coal fields
of this country, which embrace several
hundred thousand square miles., Some of
the seams in England are much thicker
than any in this country, but at the rate
they have been and are being drawn upon
their exhaustion is only a question of time,
Forty years ago a British government sur-
vey estimated the total available deposit at
80,000,000,000 tons, but that estimate in-
cluded a depth of 4,000 feet, which is thrice
as deep as any of the present mines are
worked, and probably deeper than any ever
will be worked. Since then the supply has
been drawn upon almost recklessly. As
long ago as 1855 England mined 80,000,000
tons of coal a year, and now she mines
nearly 200,000,000 tons a year The mere
suggestion that her coal deposit is under-
going a process of steady, rapld and cer-
taln W is calculated to send a
cold shiver throughout the oountry, yet

the possibility is one that must often have
presented itself to intglligent Englishmen.

The Professor Jevoms above quoted wrote
a generation ago: *“Coal Is the material
energy of the country, the universal aid,
the factor in everything we do. With it
almost any feat is possible or easy. with-
out it we are thrown back into the labori-
ous poverty of early times." Professor
Tyndall wrote, In a letter to this same
Prefessor Jevons:

I see no prospect of any substitute being
found for coal as a source of motive
power. We have, it is true, our winds and
streams and tide and we have the
beams of the sun. 5i3ut these are common
to all the world. We cannot make head
against a nation which, in addition to those
sources of power, possesses the power of
coal. We may enjoy a multiple of their
physical and intellectual energy, and still
be unable to hold our own against a peo-
ple which possesses abundance of coal, and
we shouid have, in my opinion, no chance
whatever in a race with a nation which,
in addition to abundant coal, has energy
and intelligence approximately equal to our
own. The history of this nation is not in
the hands of its statesmen, but in those of
its coal owners, and while the orators of
St. Stenhens are unconscious of the fact,
the very life blood of their country is flow-
ing away.

If present estimates are correct the child
is born who may live to see the coal sup-
ply of Great Britain practically exhausted.
That, of course, will mean the complete
surrender of British supremacy in every
respect, and perhans the beginning of the
end of the Britlsh empire. That it would
be unspeakably disastrous to civilization
cannot be doubted. It is to be hoped so
great a calamity to the human race may
be averted, and vet it is clearly within the
range of probability.

A DIFFICULY QUESTION.

Very many exccllent cltizens are indig-
nant because our government does not in-
terfere in behalf of Cuba.' They do not stop
to consider that theUnited States thus far
has no real cause for making war upon
Spain, which interference i1 behalf of Cuba
would inveolve. Probably cause might be
found in the treatment of citizens of the
United States who swn preperty in Cuba.
Because Spain is miscvsing Cuba, which is
a part of the Spanish domain, does not
warrant our interference. Before the United
States could help Cuba it would be neces-
sary for our government to explain to
other governments why we were about to
pursue such a policy. - If our explanation
should not be zatisfactory, it is quite prob-
able that the other *powers’” would pro-
test and point to th' fact that they did
not interfere in behalf of the South when
the government was fighting for the pres-
ervation of the Union, If the powers should
object we might find ourselves with a Euro-
pean war on our hamds. For that we are
not ‘prepared'. and it/ls;2hout the last thing
for which we should desire to prepare our-
selves,

The time may come when it shall be made
manifest that Spain cannot re-establish and
maintain its sovercignty in Cuba. When
that time shall come it is probable that two
or three Jeading goyernments will consult
as to the course‘to..bﬁ pursued. That, it
seems, Is the only waw-te proceed. If there
is any other rational: method those who
pcssess It have not announced it to the
world. It is easy to be indignant and to
denounce and to deé’!z}l‘e" what should be
done, but nations, like individuals, are sub-
ject to law. If, wh:n there shall be a
change in the admipistration, the situation
in Cuba remains the same, it is probable
that steps will be taken to terminate the
strife, but the manner of doing it will be
first considered. Unless Spain gives real
cause to declarel vygll:;ﬁ[_l'c_)‘;x‘_ the government,
the United States will not proceed, "inde-
pendent of other governments, to interfere
for the sole purpose of liberating Cuba.
Two or three nations may declare that it
has been demopstirated that Spain cannot
maintain its sovereigntly over Cuba, and, on
that ground, interfere. At best it is a very
difficult subject with which to deal.

The report that Makaea was betrayved, led

into a Spanish ambuscade and murdered,
under a flag of truce, s too ‘herrible 1o be-
lieve without conﬂrl:qat_lo.r_). Of course, the
Spaniards are semi~habplxitous and Wey-
ler is a huicher, but 'i“t‘.xédn hardly be possi-
ble they would put themselves on a level
with Modoc Indians. The story may be
true, but, vile as the .Spaniards are, they
are entitled to the bpenefit of a doubt until

it is conwi‘nfl. \

I* may be worth while to note that a
Chicago justice fined a'woman $10 and costs
for keeping a chanticleer whose shrill voice
disturbed a wl;ole __neigAhborhood.
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BUBBLES IN THE AIR.
Lazy.
“Funny that Bill, Jgnes can't raise no
whiskers."'
“Tain’'t funny at all. Simple as a, b, c.
Bill is jist foo lazy W even raise whiskers,
an' that's all they is to it.”

It Made No Difference.

“Do you uphold the custom of giving
presents on Christmas?"’

“It doesn't make any difference whether
I uphold it or neot, it holds me up every year
just the same.”

-
The Cheerfunl Idiot.

“I wonder if Maceo is really dead?"" said
Mrs. Hasheroft, as she poured the coffee,

“In view of the fact that his physician is
said to have had a hand in the affair, it
looks as if it might be true,”” sald the
Cheerful Idiot, and the medical student
boarder looked scalpels.

* Who Could Blame Him?

“What's the reason it is so cold in here?
asked Mr. Phlatt, glaring at his wife as if
she were responsible for the condition of
things.

“The janitor said there was something
the matter with the pipes again,” sald she.

“Oh, he did, did he? I want to tell you
right now that I am getting tired of those
pipe stories.”

INDIANA NEWSPAFPER OPINION.

Reciprocity is a good thing and the new

administration will push it along.—Qakland
City Enterprise.

The sllver senators are not in favor of
any kind of prosperity that does not orig-

inate in their mining camps.—Gas City
Journal.

Congress should at the earliest practical

moment pass a tariff bill that will produce

revenue enough to run the government.—
Columbus Republican.

It is so very plain that what we need to
bring better times iIs reciprocity and a pro-
tective tariff, that it is strange that there

should be any difference of opinion on the
subject.—Vincennes Commercial.

Good times will prevall in this country
when all our people are busy. As a means
to this end we should have tariff a law
that will protect American labor from com-
petition with cheap foreign labor.—Middle-
town News.

The so-called bimetalllec league which as-
sembled in Indianapolis discovered that
Democracy is bimetallism and bimetallism
is Democracy. The fact is, the Democracy

or Popocracy which was so much In evi-
dence In the late un.mpa.lgn wiil be old jJunk
in 1900.—Anderson Herald.

An attempt will be made by an organiza-
tion of township trustees to have the law
requiring the annual publication of montys
expended repealed, on the ground of econ-
omy. This is oml bhklethzrown

chicanery the . r's. long
as this law Is in vogue it “the great and

X

R
only check on the willful expenditure of the
people’s money. An honest trustee will fa-
vor the present law.—Lafayette Courfer.
There should be no politics in adopting

a financlal system of any nation. The
question is purely one of business, and Its
final settlement should be evolved out of
the careful and dellberate consideration
and counciling of experienced and conserv-
ative busines: men.—Tipton Advocate.

It Is settled that there will be no tariff
legislation by this Congress, owing to the

free-silverite obstructionists, but there will
be a special session soon after McKinley's
inauguration which will immediately pro-
ceed to inform the country that the new
adml;\istmuon means business.—Lafayette
Courier.

Senator J. M. La Follette has prepared
two bills to introduce at the next ses<ion

of the Indiana Legislature, which will
greatly interest trusts snd corporations.
One of the bills will be to prevent raliroads
going into receivers' hands, and the other
will be known as an anti-trust bill and will
be supplementary to the national anti-trust
bill.—-Laporte Herald.

The Greencastle curfew law, which by

the way is not a curfew at all, is meeting
with great favor. While it does not inter-
fere with the rights of any one to be on the
streets at night after 8 o'clock, it does pro-
vide a penalty for the congregating of boys
upon the streets. This ecity, like other
cities, has en for years afflicted by gath-
ering of boys in publie places, which boys
would assert their privileges as they saw
fit. The curtailment of such privileges was
the thing needed, and the Counecil did well
in taking the action.—Greencastle Banner-
Times.

There is a disposition among some of the
township trustees and trustee ‘“‘supply
houses” of Indiana to have the law abol-
ished that compels township trustees to
pubiish their itemized report in full in some
newspaper. The law, as it stands, is all
right and is proving a godsend to the tax-
paying people of Indiana. As an example
of the old system of “loose business,” we
have two townships in this country that

are now in debt about $10,000, when if the
public had been allowed to “pry in”

through the aid of the newspapers the
outstanding indebtedness would not exceed
2,000 and the township's property would
be just as plentiful and as valuable and

probably in much better condition.—Bloom-
lield News. .

Our schools should be removed as far as
possible from the vexations and paralyz-
ing influences of politics In the selection
of school officers and in the appointment
and removal of teachers. Superintendents
are too often elected through personal or
political influences. They know this well
and never allow themselves to forget the
power which elected them. They come to

fear this power, and in so far as they feel
this fear aro not free agents. All school
officers and all school teachers should be
selected because of their quallfication to
do the work required by them: and so long
as they do thelr work faithfully and intel-
ligently there should be an unwritten law,
at least, that they will be protected in their
tenure of office, that the efficiency of their
work will not be weakened by constant
fear that jealousy or favoritism may de-
prive them of their positions at the close
of the year.—Starke County Republican,

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.

A Wurtemburg parish priest, having col-
lected 9,000 pounds of postage stamps In

eighteen years, has sold the lot for $5,000
and given the money to charity.

There is but one monarch of Europe who

can show the scar of a wound received in
war. It is King Humbert, who received =
severe saber cut at the battle of Custozza.

An able summary of the theories as to
the authorship of the Odyssey was given

the other day by a British schoolboy who
wrote: “It is said that writing was not in-
vented when Homer composed his poems.
IHv must, therefore, have lived a good deal
ater."

A most interesting prodigy has been die-
covered in Alphonse Nelis, a blind lad who
is an inmate of an asylum near Mons, in

Belgium. He was given instruction 1In
music three years ago, and now, at the
age of cleven, he has composed a mass
that is to be publicly performed.

Quite in contrast with the mat. *jalistic
temper of the age was that remaitk once
made by Professor Agassiz, when offered a
higher salary if he would remove to an-
other position than the one he was so In-
boriously and faithfully filling: *“I cannot
afford to waste my time making money."

Carl Linden, the Swedish artist whose
paintings have lately bheen the talk of
Paris, was at one time a sign painter, and
it was through the liberality of a Chieca-
gean that he received his art education.
Linden Is one of the numerous progeny of
a peor peasant couple. His original object
in emigrating to this country was to be-
come a cowbhoy.

A Mississippi paper says that nearly al!
the foul murders in that State have been
committed in prohibition counties, and

adds: “Blind tiger whisky prompts men
to deeds that are fearful to contemplate.
In Lauderdale, Lafayette and Sunflower
counties terrible crimes have lately been
committed. All these counties have voted

‘dry." " '

People never think of whistling in Ice-
land. It is a violation of the divine law.

Perhaps the greatest benefit ever per-
formed for the world by the late Coventry
Patmore, whose life was long and useful,
was to save from destruction the manu-
script of “In Memoriam,” which Tennyson
had left among some discarded rubbish In
hiz lodgings.

An interesting rellec of Washington is a
little cabin n Clarke county, Virginia,
which was used by him when, as a young
man, he surveyed the lands of upper Vir-

ginia. The hut is twelve feet square, con-
tains two rooms, one on the ground floo,
and the other an attie, which is reached
by a ladder. In this Washington was ac-
customed to keep hls instruments when on
a surveying expedition. L

The custom of throwing old slippers aft-
er a bride dates far away in the dim past.
L.ong years ago, ““when knights were bold
and barons'held their sway,” a conquered
leader took off his shoes and gave them

into the keeping of his victorious enemy
as a sign of defeat. When the parents
thkrew old slippers after their daughter it
was a sign that parental authority was at
an end and the daughter was no longer

“gubject” to them. So says an ancient
chronicle.

In addition to Hans 8achs, the shoe-
maker poet, and Tolstol, the shoemaker
novelist, there is now, according to the
“Woman at Home,” a shoemaker prince,
Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, Duke of
Cornwall, Duke of Rothesay, Count of
Chester, etc.—in short, the heir apparent
‘to the throne of Great Britain. It appears,

says the journal just named, that the
Queen of England and the Prince Consort
desired that each of their children should
learn from the beginning some useful
trade. The Prince of Wales chose shoe-
making and soon acquired such perfection
in the art that his handiwork became the
pride of his fellow-cobblers as it was the
envy of gentlemen of fashion. The prince
has never attempted to conceal his talent,
and does not fall even to-day to pass with
a critical eye upon the shoes sent him by
the furnishers. And that is why Albert
lEd:;ard is the best-shod gentleman in Eng-
and.

EX-PRESIDENT HARRISON.,

Ex-President Harrison is an excellent
man, but he cannot expect to pose suceess-
fully as a typical American—not unless he

changes his mind about not wanting office.
—Kansas City Journal.

Ex-President Harrison’s positive state-
ment that he is out of politics for good is

to be regretted, for statesmen of his eail-
ber are entirely too few in our public life.
—Philadelphia North American.

The determination of ex-President Har-
rison not to accept officlal position at the
hands of his party does credit to his judg-
ment. In his private capacity he is con-
firming the hold he established upon the

popular resgect and confidence when he
was charged with the highest public re-

sponsibilities.—Philadelphia Record.
It is to be regretted that the country is
denied the benefit of the services of the

only living ex-President in the Senate.

General Harrison, in declining to accept the
senatorship, gives some advice that may
well be followed by legislatures In other
States than Indiana which are to elect
senators this winter.—New York Mall and
Express.

There are many people who will regret
his determination to refuse all further
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by what he may say or write on public
questions while a private citizen, he has
al v demonstrated, and the country will
be glad to hear from him often in the fu-
ture.~Philadelphia Times.

His behavier when solicited to becomie a
candidate agalnst Major McKinlay was ad-
mirable, and in the campaizn his labors
were those of a man whe wis moved by

the highest sense of duty Lo his country.
It is not too much to say that Gereral
Harrison's swinging round the circle In In-
dlana during the last fortnignt of the cam-
paign carried that State for =ouad norey.
—New York Evening Sun.

During the campaign recently ended he
was a great force on the side of national
hopor and order. The direct effects of his
logic and eloquence were repeatedly vislble
on a large scale, and there can be no doubt
that he was a potent source of instruction
and Inspiration to thousands of less con-
spicuous workers for the cause. He will
unquestionably put himself at the service
of his country hereafter in any emergency

which may arise, in the same spirit and
with similar results, while constantly set-

ting a salutary example of good citizenship
in private life.—~New York Tribune.

From a public point of view the ex-Pres-
ident's determination is to be regretted.
His experience and ability would have been
of great service to the Nation. But, after
all, he has possibly made the wiser selec-
tion. He has enjoyed the highest honor
the American people could confer upon him,

His increasing age makes the assumption
of other responsibilities undesirable. He
enjoys also a lucrative lezal practice, whi h
he would to a great extent have to aban-
don, and he evidently does not think that
any further sacrifice should be usked of
him. Who will say that he is wrong’—
Philadelphia Inquirer.

MACEO'S ALLEGED DEATH.

Jackal Weyler's abuse of the dead lion,
Maceo, is natural.—Chieago Dispatch.

If Maceo be really dead, his ghost wiil
brandish his machete.—Syracuse Standard.

It appears now that the last death of
General Maceo was really fatal.—Kansas
City Journal.

We believe Weyler would find a most
valuable assistant in Hon. Wyatt Earp.
—Washington Post.

Whether Gencral Maceo is dead or not,

still the cause of Cuban freedom goes
marching on.—Boston Journal,

When Maceo's body is found it will be

time to believe in his death. A man who
has returned to life six times is likely to
make it seven.—Chicago Journal.

Weyler says the Cuban Insurrection is
suppressed. He says that in Havana,
That's about the only place on the isiand
where it is safe for him to say it.—Chicago
Post.

Maceo dead or Maceo alive doesn't ap-
pear to affect the status of Spain in the

Antilles very materially. The destruction
of life and property goes merrily on.—New
York Advertiser.

Ralding hospitals at midnight is among
the glorious deeds of the Spanish troops
in Cuba. Many a ferocious cripple has been

subdued and destroyed since the war be-
gan.—St. Louls Posi-Dispatch.

BUSINESS MEN AND THE CURRENCY.

Importance of the “’c;rk I'ndertaken
by the Indianapeolis Conference.
New York Times.

The preliminary conference of business
men at Indianapolis is going in the right
way. The general aims defined in its pro-
ceedings so rar are sound and practical.
To take the government out of the business
of Issuing and sustaining a paper currency
is_the first. The second is to provide a
banking currency perfectly safe, uniform
in value, responding to greater or less de-
mand in various sections, and as free as
these conditions will admit.

With these general aims Iin view the
preliminary conference wili take the nec-
esgary steps to call a larger and more
widely representative conference, at which
a plan o1 action will be submitted, dis-
cussed and adopted. The immediate ob-
Jective Is, of course, Copgress. Nothing
can be done except through Congress, and
while that body will, in the main, act as
the party caucus decides, the influence ot
business men brought to bear directly,
strongly and steadily an the individual
members and on public opinion, will go
Lar toward determining the action of par-

es,

The work the business men have under-
taken is as vital to the permanent pros-
perity of the United States as anything
that has been done since the Constitution
was undertaken in the midst of the confu-
eion -following the war of independence.
It is a large and difficult task, and nothing
will be gained by ignoring its difficulties.
On the contrary, they must be fully recog-
nized, and everything that skill, inteliigence
and persistent energy can do to overcome
them must faithfully be pursued. It will
teke time, and, while the work should be
begun at once, haste will do more harm
than good. Nothing definite or positive can
be accomplished at this session. The most
to be hoped for is to make Congress clearly
aware of the spirit in which the business
men of the count are prepared and de-
termined to act. e sesrion will be too
short for the passage of any specific legis-
lation, and even the appointment, under
the authority of Congress, of a commission
is practically hopeless. The House would
hardly give the appointments to Mr. Cleve-
land, and the Senate almost surely would
refuse to do so. The two branches of Con-
gress would not be likely to agree upon
either the scope of the commission’s work
or its membership. If they did, the com-
mission might easily be made up of men
inadequate to the task. And at best, about
all that a commission, however appointed,
can do, Is to thrash out the subject, and,

resenting a plan, impress it on public opin-
on by the discussion it would cause.

There is, therefore, plenty of time for
deliberate, thorough and coimaprehensive
work. It is of the utmost importance that
this sort of work should be provided for
by the husiness men's conference. The
very hest course for them to ?ursue is to
agree upon the general principles to be
supplied, and then to appoint a strong
committee, with power to call In all the
ald it may require, to study the specific
recommendations, A plan thus evolved
would command the support of the vast
class represented by the conference and
would have distinct authority in propor-
tion to the ability and standing of the
committee and its advisers, This is in
effect the creatlon of a commission b
the conference, and in our judgment suc
a commission would do as good work as
could be done by a government commis-
sion—possibly much better—and its con-
clusions, accepted by the conference and
pressed with the agencies at the com-
mand of business men, would be quite as
likely to secure the assent of Congress as
would those of a combination ornginating
with the government.

In the first place, such & commission would
necessarily be nonpartisan. It need not be
divided in certain proportion between the
different parties. t can be made up of
men of experience and authority, without
regard to party. At the same time, a8 the
business men represented in conference are
on other matters divided between the Re-

ublican and Democratic parties—there can
ardly be any distinctive Populists—the
commission would include men divided iIn
the same way. The commission, llke the
conference, would be representative of the
sound-money men in both parties,

In the second place, such a commission,
including business men, and either includ-
ing or calling in students of finance, would
be In a position to propose a business so-
tution of the question of currency and
banking. It is by no means certain that
such a aolutlo}n w?ul‘t‘l betado;lm:d ;t’:grﬂs?lg;

g8, but it is of the utmost Im

tglll.:t it should be studied out and pressnted
and be supported by the business men. It
will be the standard towards which it will
then be possible to urge Congress. What-
ever politics may do in shaping the action
of Congress can be judged intelligently by

ublic opinion in the light of this s ard.

‘nquestionably politics will affect iis treat-
ment. That is inevitable. But we shall
have a chance—a good chance—for the cre-
ation of a well-informed public inlon
which will reduce whatever mischief pol-

itics may do to the lowest possible amount.

Pointer for Willlam.

Kansas City Journal
An exchange is mean enough to say that
it Emperor Willlam lived In Kansas he

Populist. If Emperor Willlam
:'3:-{ du?ol{%nneag and behaved as he does

in Germany he would be a corpse.

swPeennr Del Reeo.”
8t. Louis Post-Dispatch,

A street-car conversational pronunciation
of Pinar del Rio would astonish the Span-
jards and Cubans. The war will be over
long before Americans shall have learned
to say “"Peenar del Reeo.”

Chagitable Thought.
Ram’s Horn.

How it would soften the pugh of the door
in the book agent's face sometimes, If we
could see the little hands that stretch gut
to him for bread. -

Chance for a Millieonaire.
Ram's Horn.
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ASTUTE LAW MAKERS

—

RESPONSIBLE FOR SPENDTHRIFT
METHODS IN GOVERNMENT.

*

Some of the Fakes and Frauds in the
Departments at Washington Neot
Generally Pablished,

-

Alfred Henry Lewls, in New York Journal.

Seeing that my mood Is that of a fine
honesty, I am willing to tell of certain
humbugs rife In these parts. There's the
Fish Commission; what good does it do?
Can any one not paid a salary for it give the
answer? It spends hardly $300.000 a year.
The first bill Carlisle, as treasurer, ever

pald was one of $3.000 to buy a silver tea
set for the Fish Commission. Did the mem-
bers mean to have tea with the mermalds?

Last spring these sclentists of fish must
needs make a shad round-up. They must
lay in a stock of shad roe; the same to E
come under thelir brooding subsequent small
shad, and to be distributed—these orphan
shad—the Lord knows where, and never
heard of again,

So the Fish Commision got out its seine,
and accompanied by a giant concourse of
scientists in eveglasses and negroes in high
hopes, spread its nets, and proceeded to
comb the Potomac therewith,

It took all day, that haul. They got
eighty shad by corral count; whereof some
thirty belonged to the gentler sex.

These thirty shad cost the government
about $30%. The Fish Commission might
have bought 300 roc shad of professional
fishermen for a ten-dollar bill. But, of

course, that would not have been scientific,

nor llke the fish commission.

These money gulpers—they should be
given the shark for a coat of arms, this
Fish Commission—rented a tract of land
down the Potomac for some scaly purpose,
The land was worthless for all uses save as .
s0 much bank to the river. They paid &
cent a yeur rental. That is, the sage Fish
Commission paid a cent at first,

When the lease ran out, and after the
purblind Fish Commission had erected
thousands of dollars’ worth of bulldings,
without one single provision string tied to
any of them to make the government safe
in their putting up, the owner of the land
demanded $10,00 annually for a new lease,
and he now gets it. This worthy board of
spendthrifts have aforetime borrowed a
boat of a citizen. A Cabinet officer told ms
this. The boat, to put it extravagantly,
might have been worth 22,600 when It was
thus loaned to the Fish Commission.
they began.

First they asked permission to lengthen
the borrowed boat; then to widen it; lastly,
could they put a new engine therein?

“Certainly,” said the crafty old sea rover,
who owned the scow.

And with that the Fish Commission
fooled about lengthening, widening, paints
ing and re-engining that o!d tub until it
came back to its owner worth $15.000,

Such is sclence, and the Fish Coms-

l‘ues!on.

MORTON SAID “WOT T'ELL.
It all reminds me of a story I've told be-
fore. But its a specimen in its sort, and

I'll take a chance and tell It again. One
Harrington, a sgcientist, came once before

Morton, secretary of agriculture. Harring-
ton was the boss weather prophet—the gov-
ernment storm king. He lald a memorial,
I'll call it, before Morton, elaborately sets
ting forth in 2,500 words of typewriting that
the weather man at the Baker City (Ore.)
observatory hadn't sent in a weather re-
port for four days, :

“And I recommend, Mr. Secretary,” said
Harrington, with that profound, deep-
seated air that goes with your true scien-
tist, “that our man at San Francisco be

ordered to proceed to Baker City, at an
expense not to exceed $150, and discover and
report why the observer has not trans-
:-!nft.o ed his observations for those four
ays."

‘?Hc»ﬂ!" gald Morton with much profane
unction.

Then the secretary, who I8 not a scien- -
tist, took a telagraph blank and wired the
delinquent:

“Why have you mnot sent in reports for
the past four days?"”

The answer came promptly back:

“Because a snow storm has downed the
wires. They were put up again this morn-
ing.”

Harringtion was disgusted at Morton's
lack of sclentific method and a groveling
practicability that pald 7 cents for infor-
mation and got it at once, Instead of $150,
with a scientific walt of two weeks,

Let me give vou some specimen ms of
government thrift, The Interior part-
ment maintains an outfit of sleuths to dis-
cover timber thefts, and a further force of
law sha to recover damages for the
abstracted forests.

This law gang, devoted to the recovery of
the value of stolen trees, costs in its small

te $60,000 a year. The last report
showed that for an even million dollars’
worth of timber fiiched, these thunderbol
of jurisprudence recovered only $38,000,
us the account was made up: ‘
$1,000,000 worth of trees; recovered, 000 ;
cost of recovery, #0000, Total loss, aflter
the recovery is credited, $1,022000. It would
have been wiser to have let the thleves
alone with the original §1,000,000 booty.

THE SUBSBIDY FRAUDS.

Here is another sample of how the gov-
ernment is run. Back in the Tom Reed
billion-dollar Congress a subsidy bill went -
through, giving the old Inman, now made
over into the American line, ‘4 cents a
mile”” for carrying the European mall,

They were to have finally four boats; they
have them now. The law did not say what
sort of “a mile,” but in the contract made
thereunder that ambiguity was cleared up
by stating in so many words 4 cenis a
statute mile."” This word statute is impor-
tant. It adds over £2.500 to every trip be-
yond what would have accrued had the
wording been “marine mile.”” But let that

pass: the government seems constructed to
get the worst of it.

The four American line boats make fifty-
two trips a yvear under whip and spur. Un-
der the subsidy told of at $16.000 a trip,
these fifty-two trips come to $532, 000

Before the subsidy wenlt Into effect—Oct.
12, 1885—the mails to Europe were four each
week, The total cost of these 208 trips a
yvear for the year ending July 1, 1885, was
a bit over $10,000, and the estimate made
for the year ending July 1, 1886, was only
$750,000.

Yet this excellent subsidy stepped in Get,
12. apd for fifty-two trips claimed $532.000;
and that, too, if only one letter a trip was
sent.

Of course, the other three weekly trips
must still be made and u{n\ld for; 150 trips a
vear extra to the subsidy. These cost, une
der the old system of weighing the malls,
hard by 00,000,

As an ¢conomical result, we now pay
$832,000 for fifty-two trips and $500.000 for 156
trips, making a total of $1.332 000 for the 24
trips. that before cost only $610,000,

It Is such good things as the above that
make this government, which sixty years
ago, In Jackson's day. cost less than 51 a
head to run it, come now to fully $500,000 000
a year, or nearly $10 a head for every man,
woman and pappoose of population,

When Dockery's experts were poking
about the departments I asked them one
day to have them bring me the figures
which showed the expenses of the treasury
at Washington. 1 didn't want the whole
show in all of its national ramifications;
just the over-all salary list that pertained
to the hen-coop at Fifteenth Sireet "nnd
Fennsylvania avonue.mk:otp lfu: the
reasury,’”’” ard over whic arlisle pre.
}-ldmuﬁa’ 'per?m::. I asked for the figures in
Van Buren's (ime and the figures of to-day,

The result was cheering. In Van Buren's
time they ran the game for a handful of
thousands less than half a million a year,
To-day the round expense for the same
work Is nearly $4.000,000 annually. Quite &
breathless difference.

One item of the account—the ﬂr-t-—.l. oo
call, was “Secretary of the Treasury.” In
van Buren's hour the figures set opposite
this item were a shade off $25,000. Now,
with Carlisle, and, for that matter, Foster,
who went before him. the same numerais
stream out like the tail of a comet, and cut®
in the total by a shaving under $600,00), This
one item has been multiplied by forty In
sixty yvears of anxiety to make places for
pap suckers and tax eaters,

Good Emnough Luck.
Washington Capital.
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