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The Message of ar Unknown Prophet,
Embodying All the Essentials of
the Religion of Moses.

*

Brooklyn Eagle.

The course of lectures on “The Bible as
Literature” was continued at Plymouth
Church on Sunday night. Dr. Abbott's
subjoct was “The Prophet's Vade Mecum.”
The lecture follows:

In order to make clear my meaning to-
night I will ask you to conduct with me an
Imaginary investigation into a doubtful and
difficuit question. e xo into a lHbrary and
wWe find there, not one volume in which the
sixty-six books that make up our Bible are

: bound together in a certain order, but lying

L

oR the table before us sixty-six little vol-
umes, the size of about this copy of Deuter-
onomy in Professor Moulton's admirable
edition of “The Modern Reader's Bible.'
For the convenlence of this evening's inves-
tigation we will put them on the table in
& row In the order in which we now find
them bound up in our Bible. Now we shall
find all the books of the Old Testament
from Genesis up to and including the book
of Ezra, with one exception., without any-
thing whatever to indicate the author.

Genests, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
J‘oahua. Judges, Ruth, First and Second
Chronicles with nothing in the books them-
selves and nothing in any authorized title
of the books to indicate the author. We
have before us anonymous volumes. The
one exception is the book of Deuteronomy.
How are we to find out who wrote these
books? As there is no author, so there is
no date—that is, no date indicating author-
ship. There is nothing in the books them-
Felves to Indicate either by whom or at
what times they were written, If we begin
our investigation by looking outside the
books we find that the earliest manuscript
of them is In the fourth century after
Christ, and If we suppose., as we are jus-
tifled in doing, that Moses llved fourteen
centuries before Christ, we have a gap of
saventeen centuries at least between the
books which we have been ac-
customed attribute to Moses
and the earliest extant copy.
We are thus left simply to two sources, one,
tradition, and the other, what is calle! in-
ternal evidence—that is, the literary indi-
cations within the books themselves: indi-
cations of the authorship within the books
themselves. [ do not know how a man who
does not believe in the literary study of
the Bible is to find out anything whatever
trustworthily respecting the authorship of
the majority of the books in the Bible, for
the question of authorship depends, pri-
marily, on the Iliterary contents of the
books themselves, ascertained by their lit-
erary study. The book of Deuteronomy
has, however, an author’'s name—not at-
tached to it in the title, but wrought into
the book itself. It purports to be, as we
see when we look over it carelessly, a
speech delivered by Moses, but when we
come to examine it more carefully we find
this is a mistake. We find that it is not a
speech delivered by Moses, but that it is
soveral speeches. Mr. Moulton, in his an-
alysis, makes it to consist of four separate
orations and two poems. We have, then,
in this little volume four orations and two
gmml. which, in the contents of the hooks

emselves, are attributed to Moses as the
author,

THE BOOK'S AUTHORSHIP,

Now there are evidently three conceptions
Weé may form as to the cuthorship of this
book. In the first place, we may suppose
that Moses wrote his orations, delivered
them from manuscript, gave the manu-
soript to some of his contemporaries to
keep and went up on to the mountain to die,
That is not an hypothesis which will sug-
pest itself to most of us as inherently ra-
tional, though, of course, it is conceivably
true. The second hypothesis is that Moses
delivered these addresses himseif in sub-

stantially the form in which we find them

Lo

in these books, or within this book, and.

that they were written down by a contem-
E‘I:’H'Y of his time. That they could have
n taken down literatim et verbatim no
one will Imagine. That the author or the
scribe might have had such inspiration
given to him that he did remember the ex-
&ct worls In every particuiar is certainly
& conceivable hypothesis, but no claim of
any such inspiration is made by him or on
:.b behalf by any sacred writer. The third
ypothesis is that which is now entertained
by most modern scholars. I shail give it to
¥ou, not oniy In my own words, but in my
own thought, differeing in some minute
ulars, perhaps, from the statements
be found In the books of scholars. Nearly
seven centuries had ed since the death
of Moses. He had glven them laws in the
wilderness—he gave them words of counsel
when he parted from them. Some of these
laws may vg likely have been written
down: some them, it seems certain, in
my judgment, were written down—the ten
commandments In thelr simpler form for
instance, and others of them were handed
down verbally from generation to genera-
tion. memory of these warnings, these
counsels, these recommendations and these
laws remained a sacred heritage in Israel,
somewhat as the farewell address of Wash-
Ington remains a sacred inheritance with
uUs. But seven centuries had passed away
since that time. lsrael had lapsed since his
death. The long struggle between pagan-
ism and Mosaism, which I described to vou
last Sunday night, had been going on. The
simple religion of Moses, the religion of the
ten commandments, the religion of rever-
ence and righteousness, of reverence shown
to God by righteousness shown to men, had
been in that long struggle more or less
modified, if not corrupted; it had, in some
eases, at all events, been wholly corrupted.
At times the nation had flung it absolutely
away and lapsed back into paganism. Un-
der Manasseh the pagan religion was the
state religipn of Judea. The altars of pagan
gods were set up in the very temple itself,
and the priests of Jehovah had been put to
death by the sword. With that bringing in
of idolatry there came a reign of licentjus-
ness and Ilmmorality, impossible for us to
describe and almost impossible for us to
Imagine. At times this paganism had en-
tered, sweoping away the religion of Moses:
at times it had entered corrupting or modi-
fying the religion of Moses by engrafting
an elaborate ceremonialism upon it. itself
claiming reverence to God. but showing its
reverence for other methods than .that of
simple righteousness. From time to time
the prophets bore their witness against this
ascendency of corruption; from time to
time they repeated 1he old message of
Moses—that God is a righteous God and de-
mands righteousness of His children. and
demands nothing else—but the law was lost
ht of, the people had forgotten it. The
religious books which were retained were
the books of ceremonialism. They were
kept within the priestly court. The people
new ag Ittle alout ecclesiasticism then as
they do to-day.

THE UNENOWN PROPHET.

Then it was that an unknown prophet
arose. He resolved to do what he could to
bring Isracl back to the simpie religion of
Moses. He gathered together whatever
there was of ancient law in manuscript and
of ancient counsel in tradition and he
rewrote the iaws of Moses in the spirit of
the seventh century before Christ. This
book was written, perhaps (of course, we do
not know), in the reign of that persceut-
ing Manasseh. Its discovery would have
Insured the death of the author. The tem-
ple was still a literary ceater; at times in

Manasseh's reign it had been a religlous
canter as well. The prophet hid the hook
there and kept his own name concealed.
To have lot it be known would have cost
him his life in case the book had been dis-
Semnts (0 the throns. Then the mroph oS
rone, en the prophetic
book Is discovered, is brought to Hghr
This is what the modern £-holar thinks re-
specting the origin of the hook of Deuter-
onomy. It is what a writer, seven centu-
ries after Moses, thinks are the essential
mu of Mosaism, what he has written
; ting those prluclrles and applying
to the conditions of the then existing

of Judah.

we com Deuteronomy with the old-

. @8t bhook in the Bible, the book of the Cove-
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# in Exodus, we find this much to jus-
this opinion; both Exodus and Deuter-

contain & book of the Covenant:
3 E % of the Covenant ~ontain a Ten
. Comm: ts, but, while the ten
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it is easy to conceive how that book would
have inspired that reformation. It would
take tco much time for me to-night and
wouid require 'o‘nj] too much into detall
to trace this parallel between the book
which iIs believed to have been | ired and
the reformation which is bellev to have
been inspired. In the first place, then, by
examining this book of Deuteronomy we
find in it distinet orations and two poems.
Laws are incorporated in these orations as
in Exodus laws are incorporated in history,

A NOBLE MORAL STANDARD.

Examining the book In further detail agd
becoming familiar with its spirit, what
primarily impresses us, I think, is its ab-
salute genuineness and sincerity. It is im-
possible to conceive that the book of
Deuteronomy is a fraud. Pious frauds have
been perpetrated by plous men, it is true,
but they have always been perpetrated
either in some selfish or in some eccle-
siastical interest; either for the purpose of
the reputation and honor of the writer or

for his pelf and advantage, or for the ad-
vantage of some organization founded upon
the book. Such has been the history of
plous frauds, from the Koran down to Joe
Smith's Bible. You can always trace a cor-
rupt motive in the literature itself in its
adaptation to selfish ends. Now the book
of Deuteronomy {s not an ecclesiastical
book. It is not written in the interest of a
priesthood; it is not written to bolster u
a church; its tone, from beginning to end,
Is pure, sacred, moral; it is noble in moral
standards. Laying aside entireiy the diffi-
culty of conceiving that a deliberate fraud
could be inspired, it is impossible to believe,
in the light of human history, that a book
which is noble, moral, transcendently in?®
spiring, should be itself inspired by cor-
rupt, dishonest, evil motives. A lle wins
for a day, but it does not live for thirty
centuries. Nor is this conception of a book
written seven centurles after Moses, and
contalning reports of what purport to be
hi=s addresses and his poems—nor is this
conception the conception of a fraudulent
book. Books written by one man in the
name and the phraseology of another are
not frauds. They are common enough in
literature. Do we call Defoe's “History of
the Plague of London™ a fraud because it
purports te be written fifty years after-
ward? Do we call Plato a fraud because
no man can tell how much
of the dialogues are Socrates and
how much are Plato? Seven cen-
turies after Moses, a propheéet writes a
book in which he incorporates the current
traditions respecting Mosaic laws and
councils, elaborates, interprets and applies
them to existing social conditions, couches
them in the language of the great states-
man, after a fashion of historlans in all
ages of the world, puts them dramatically
in the statesman’'s mouth and then, as if
to prevent any reader from imagining that
he intends these orations to be taken as
literal rescripts of the original law, labels
them “A Second Law.” To call this a fraud
secems to me to confound moral distine-
tions by treating a common literary method
pursued by other writers without obloguy,
as though it were a literary forgery.

EVIDENCES OF GENUINENESS.

We find in this bo~k the evidence and the
witness in itself of iis genuineness, its sin-
cerity and its earnestness. We find in it a
high and noble conception of God. On the
whole, it must be said, a higher and nobler
conception of God than we find in the Book
of the Covenant. He is declared as there to
be one God; the King of Israel; the Master
and Ruler of the universe. But He is more.
The nursing care of God appears in this
gecond book as it does not appear in the
older one. He is a gulde, a faithful, loving
God. His faithfulness toward Israel in

spite of its apostacies and its lapses and its
treacheries is clearly and eloquently set
forth. This one God, this righteous God,
this loving God, demands lol_}"alty and ap-
peals to the consclences of His people for
it; and it is for this reason that the proph-
et, feeling what a noble, faltnful, nursing
loving God Jehovah is, hates with perfect
hatred the idolatries into which lsrael has
plunged, He will have none of them. Theyv
are like the Infidelitles of a wife toward a
husband: they are like the disloyaltics of
a child toward its parent; they are like the
treas=on in the heart of a citizen toward a
benign and noble government. This God
righteous, but more than righteous, faith-
ful. but more than faithful, merciful and
loving, asks from his people something
more than obedience. Now we find what
we did not find in the Rook of the Cov-
enant—a. call for the love of Israel toward
God. When Christ is asked by the Phari-
sees what is the chief commandment of
the law, it is to Deuteronomy he turns to
find the command, “Thou shalt love the
L.ord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all - thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength, and this is the first
and the great commandment.” The world
has made progress since Moses taught that
God was righteous and that all the law
was summed up in righteousness, It is to
this book, too, Christ turns in the hour of
his temptation, when the devil comes to
him once and again and the third time
quoting seripture to him, and from it plucks
one of the three texts, whereby he puts
aside the shafts of the tempter,

But this book not only demands reverence
and loyalty toward God. it is a book of
wonderful humaneness. It provides, it calls
for, it demands charity for the poor. In
simple provisions, it is true, but in some-
what touching phrase, I read two or three
of the provisions:

“If there be among you a poor man of
one of thy brethren within any of thy
gates in thy land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thy
heart nor si‘lut t...ne hand frgm thy poor
brother: But thou shalt open ‘thine hand
wide unto him, and shall surely lend him
sufficlent for his need, in which he
wanteth.”

That is almost parellel to the analogous
instruction in the sermon on the mount,
and preceded it by seven centuries:

“And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or
an Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee and
serve thee six years: then in the seventh
thou shalt let him go free from thee. And
when thou sendest him nuf free from thee,
thou shalt not let him g away empty;
thou shalt furnish him liberally out of tay
flock, and Hut of thy flour, and out of thy
wine press: of that wherewith the Lord
thy God hath blessed thee thou shalt give
unto him. And thou shalt remember that
thou wast » hond man in the land of Egypt,
and the 1.7+ "hy God redeemed thee; th ri-
fore ' urded thee this thing to-day.
Thou sh#is not see thy brother's ox or hi
sheep po astray and hide thyself . from
them: thou shalt in any case hring them
again unto thy brother. And if thy brother
be not nigh unto thee, or if thou know him
not, then thou shalt bring it unto thine own
house, and it shall be with thee until thy
brother seek after it, and thou shalt restore
it to him again; and so shalt thou do with
his ass; m:g =0 shalt thou do witly his gar-
ment;: and so shalt thou do with every lost
thing of thy brother's. Thou mayest not
hide thyself.”

A SPIRIT OF HUMANITY.

That law seems not wholly {napplicable

to some people in America in the nine-

teenth century. One more of these provi-
sions. 1 have only selected a few for illus-
tration: “When a man hath taken a new
wife, he shall not go out to war, neither
shall he be charged with any business:
but he shall be irée at home one year, and
shall cheer up is wife which he hath

taken.” I am sure the brides will appre-

ciate the righteousness of that provision.
“No man shail take the nether or the up-
per miillstone to pledge; for he taketh a
man’s life to pledge.” That antedates by
a great man‘y years some of the home-
stead laws of our own United Staies,
which forbid taking a man’'s tools In pay-
ment of debt, but make them free, in or-
der that he may go on with his Industry.
Now this same spirit of humanity Is car-
ried out In the political Institutions of this
prophet’'s vade mecum. In what little 1
have to say about the political institutions
of Mosaism, I shall go a litte beyond the
book of Deuteronomy, although mainly
coniining myself to that; for the spirit of
the founder of great institutions is not to
be determined simply by what he writes
and says, nor by what is said and writ-
ten in his name. In m him must
be taken Into account all that has grown
damental teaching. The Lgm-
as e

out of his fun
litical institutions of Hebraism,
aretot:etrracidbuctéowha‘;ragm
the books o oses and are e most
part germinant from Mosalc teaching, fur-
nish a true foundation for all political
freedora for all time. Im the first place
these books ide . If not
e. of Exodus

for
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. King of Tarae wni the
question whether He 80 had been
ut to a vote and He had been a ted
le. Moses comes dom
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A1l { = ‘“ hm

tinction ve,
cial and the executive. 1 say clearly and
sharply defined. Not as ciearly nor as
sharply defined as in our own written Con-
stitution, but as much so as it was until
within a few years in the unwritten con-
stitution of England. There are judﬁ
who are appointed to ju every ques
And there is provision, if there is a king,
There i{s a board of elders and at times a
great congregation which come together in
legisiative assemblies to act for the le.
And there is rvision, if there is a :
that he shall hedged about with consti-
tutional restrictions. He shall have no
standing army; he shall have no cavalry;
he shall lay no heavy tax on the people
for his own benefit; he shall maintain no
harem, and he shall maintain the integrity
of the judges. These seem very simple
provisions to us, no doubt, but if we com-
pare them with the conditions of civiliza-
tion only a few hundred years ago, even
in the Anglo-Saxon race, they will seem
striking. Perhaps you will remember that
Lord Bacon himself was brought to trial
for accepting a gift from those who came
before him, and contended at the time,
and since his defenders have contended on
his behalf, that up to that day it was nev-
er considered indecorous for a judge to re-
ceive a gift from a party pleading before
him. But way back in the olden age, sev-
en centuries before Christ, if we go no
further back. we find in the book of Deu-
teronomy that no judge was to accept a
gift from any suitor coming before him;
and one who knows what is the character
of the Oriental courts can imagine how
radical a provision that was.

ALL THINGS PROVIDED FOR.

This government founded on general suf-
frage, with a judiciary, a legislature and
an executive—this government hedged
about with constitutional restrictions—was
required to provide for the education of
the people., Every father was told that he
must instruct his children. Compulsory
education, after a fashion, was instituted
way back in that ancient time. And a body
of Levites were told that, partly by
lecturing, partly by itinerant instruction,
partly by schools, they jnust teach the peo-
ple the essential principles of the com-

monwealth., We find, too, in this ancient
time, free speecn provided. There were ex-
plicit provisions that no prophet, no re-
ligious teacher, should suffer any penalty
save only in two cases—one when he was
preaching treason and the other when he
was convicted of fraud. Finally we have
a criminal code wonderful for its clemency.
I remember seeing, a few years ago, a
statement of Robert Ingersoll in one of
his rhetorical indictments of the Moslac
code, to the effect that ‘“hundreds’ of
crimes were punished with death. 1In point
of fact, my friends, there are just twelve
crimes punished by death by the Mosiac
code, and there were over two hundred in
England In the time of Henry VIII. You
must remember, moreover, that there were
no jails, no prisons, no facilities for pun-
ishment guch as we have in our time.

This is the summary of the prophetic
teachings of Israel: A righteous God who
demands righteousness of his chlldreni a
loving God who calls for the hearts of His
children and who blds His children first to
deal righteously with one another respect-
ing property, reputation, purity, life, but
as time goes on tells them they have some-
thing elst¢ to do than this and urges upon
them the duty of charity, mercy, consid-
eration. A commonwealth founded upon
general suffrage, recognizing popular
rights, providing for their protection,
guarding the subjects from the despotic
action of their king, requiring public edu-
cation and insisting upon freedom of
speech., To me such a book in such an age,
surrounded by such barbarism, bears In it-
gelf the evidence of its divinity—none the
less that there are some things in it which
clash with the Sermon on the Mount; none
the less that it belongs to an age seven
centuries prior to Christ and has not yet
the perfection of Christian teaching in it;
none the less that God, who speaks in it
and through it to that people, and to all
peoples, spoke with a voice growing clearer
to human cars as the years went on and
found His interpreter in one whose name
has perished from the annals of human his-
tory.

YANKEE IN THE BRITISH NOVEL.

Always Drawn Afier the Pattern Set

by Dickens and Mrs, Trollop.
Buffalo Courler.

Ever since the English began writing de-
scriptions of us and novels about us we
have had no need to pray for the gift of
soeing ourselves us others see us. That
experience, profoundly instructive, but not
always gratifying, has been vouchsafed us
many umes. Mrs. Trollope, the mother
of Anthony, began the BEritish system of
portraiture. Then Charles Dickens held
the mirror up to our tobacco-soaked na-

4 And since their time almost every
has deseribed us,
who has intro-

British traveler who
every PBritish romancer :
dueed us in his tales, has Kkept to the
original model. Now. Mr. Trollope, who
lived for a while in Cincinnati fifty vears
ago, when it was a frontier town, told a
good deal that was true about our raw
civilization. Dickens came a score of years
later, and when he reiurned home gave
his impressions of American character
in the novel, “Martin Chuzzlewit.” We
had a bone to pick with him over thar,
because he singled out the most uncouth
Amoricans as typical of our societi' in
general. An American might as well se-
lext some of the insufferable, hoggish cads

f Suffolk and call them English ty%-s.
But, although traveled and educated En-
glishmen know that Dickens caricatured
Americans in his Hannibal Chollop just as
much as he caricatured the cheerful man
in Marl Tapley, the English coachman In
Touy Weller. the English dissenting
minister in Mr. Stiggins and the lovely
English girl in Tom Pinch's sister, yet so
widely as Dickens read, o strong a hold
did ;;B have on his public that his
tvpes endure to this day, and whenever an
Englishman writes a novel and introduces
Americans among his characters he
stralghtway falls back on the Dickens
model. It matters nothing to him what
part of the United States his Americans
come from, or whether they are well or
ill bred. They are all alike.

The foregoing observations are suggested
by the perusal of a novel recently pub-
lished in which many of the scenes are laid
in an “"Anglo-American boarding house" in
London, the resort of American tourists.
Among those who stop there is a professor
from Boston, we presume from Harvard or
Radcliffe or Boston University or the
“Tech.” He has a small company of young
women in charge, and s thus combining
business with pleasure. He is introduced
as "Prof. Jonas P. Chown"—quite like
Dickens, it will be observed. His first re-
marks, on the subject of St. Paul's, are
peculiarly characteristic of New England-
ers. and particularly of cultivated Bos-
tonians: “'I thought as I stood bareheaded
beneath that mighty dome”— We are also
informed that when the professor set out
with his company in the morning he in-
dicated readiness by saying, “Weigh
anchor,” or, “Now ladies, we'll progress.”
The professor is a man with an appetite
and some of his remarks on gastronomy
wil, at once be recognized as characteristic
of a “professor from Boston:"” “Ma'am, my
stomach is not a proud one. It does not
ask to be pampered. Neither does it de-
mand to be tickled, or, as T might say.
irritated with foolish, ranciful things that
may gratify the eye, but do not satisfy
the Inward gnawings. But in the matter
of puddings it refuses to be trifled with,
¢ * * In my country, in my yvounger days,
ma'am., we had a stable and pleasant pud-
ding compounded chiefly of flour and cur-
rants—a great deal of flour and not too
many currants. It went by the name of
apotted mule, and was a pudding which de-
manded a healthy amount of effort and at-
tention on the part of the eater.”

If any Boston professor has the recipe
for this appetizing spotted mule will he be
good enough to trot it out, that the more
ignorant of us may indulge in the piebald
delicacy?

This 18 quite enough for the “Professor,”
but the auditor assured us that he and his
charges were all from New England homes,
One of these latter remarks: “We're just
as poor as niggers, and 1 reckon we've got
to work.” Anol.er, a charming girl from
Chicago, whose features bear “an unmis-
takable New England stamp,” says that
when she's hungry she can put herself
“outside of most anything,” that “Amer'ca
had not busted up"” when she carne away,
that “when I've done improvin’, I go right
back home to Amer'ca,” and “Don’t be In
any trouble about me, ma'am; I'll p ct
for the bun department, and when I'm
ready I ean push out by myself.”

Another Interesting creature in this novel
is a young American globe trotter
Emposes writing a book when he gets

ome, His name Is Claypole—Victor J.
Claypole. Let's see, Dickens had a Clay-
pole, had he not, Noah by baptism? How-
ever that may be, this newer Claypole
says: “I should presume that the untram-
meled thoughts of a free-born citizen of
America upon the institutions of the old
sountry, when put into print in a bold and
careless, style, will stir your folk up pretty
considerable. T am going to dedicate my
work to Queen Victoria.

After reading these parts of the novel
one can hardly give credence to the au-
thor's avowal that he has never
the United States. Surely, surely.
at some time or other have visi
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HERRMANN AND HIS ART

HE PRACTICED WIDELY AND SOME-
TIMES HIS JOKES RECOILED.

*

Some of the Pleasures and Trials of
Being a Magician—How to He Shot
At Without Being Shot,

_..

New York Tribune.

Those who remember the maigician Hel-
ler will never hear of any magician of
the present time as bearing comparison
with him. Hé¢ was #o deft in his art, they
say, 80 accomplished in otber directions,
such a good musician and such a clever
talker, that his entertainments were a con-
stant delight, quite unequaled by any-
thing else of the sort that has been pre-
sented to the public sin¢ce. Bome who read

this column will reca'l what they saw
Hellier do and what they heard him say

and will indorse these judgments,
But for the younger generation of rmmuse-
ment-scekers in America the best of nec-

romantic art is represented by some two
names, or at the most three, whereof that

of Alexander Herrmann is the best known,
Whether this man's name was Herrmann
or Alexander, whether his father was a
great magician or not and whether he was
born in Paris or somewhere else are ques-
tions that do not so much matter to those
who care to consider his worth purely by
itself. That he was a good magician, for
the gratification of the unfortunates who
never saw Heller, there is no doubt, and
he may be accepted as such, without any
problems of nomenclature ana primogeni-
ture.

Herrmann was a shrewd man at know-
ing what was for his own advantage. One
of the clever things that he did was to
cultivate the likeness of Mephistopheles, It
was not deep enough to alarm anybody.
His aspect was not forbidding, but he had
the thin face and the gharp eves naturally,
and he added to these deliberately the Jittle
pointed beard, the heavy mustache, turned
up at the polnis, and the short hair, with
respect Lo which nature aided him again
by making it curly. Then he wore a close
fitting dress of black satin, and the mo-

ment anybody saw him he expected him
to do magical things as a matter of course.
In his talk on the stage--the “‘patter,”” as
it is technically called—he was again for-
tunate. What Iif his jokes did have a
familiar ring to them after one had gone
to his exhibitions for a few years? To
those who heard them for the first time
they had the air of being made on the spot,
and they served to carry the entertainment
along merrily at many a point where it
would otherwise have Hagged. Those
whose understanding of magicians is de-
rived only from having seen one or another
of them on *wo or three occasions do not
realize what an important. part of the busi-
ness this patter is. Many a magician who
could do capital trieks -has failed alto-
gether before an audience either because
he could not talk or because his talk was
silly rubbish.
TRICES OF A BOOMERANG SORT.

Herrmann was thoroughly fond of his
work, and ke did not by any means con-
fine his excreise of his skill to the stage.
He tried his “experiments” everywhere.
If one has a little taste for practical jokes
it may be readily Imagined that skill in
magic carries with it almost infinite pos-
sibilities. Sometimes Herrmann, who real-
ly did love practical jokes, carried them
far enough to reach the point where they
reacted and he became the victim, as well
as the projector of the joke. This v as the

case when he was arrested for rémoving

the watch of a fellow passenger in a street
car from his pocket. It was something of
an undertaking for him to explain to the
officer in charge at the police station thuat
he was merely exercising his legitimate
calling as a necromancer that he was
going to restore the watch to the ewner
and enjoy his surprise at finding that he
had lest it, that the “experiment”’ had
erely gone wrong because the loss of
watch was discovered a little too soon,
and that he was guilty of nothi more
than a somewhat unusual liberty In per-
forming the ‘“‘experiment’” on a total
stranger. He was even obliged to !)ull off
all other engagements til some who
knew him could be sent for to corroborate
his story and convince the ignorant officer
and owner of the wateh that the whole
rformance was quite regular and should
gg punished witk nothing more severe than
the surrender of a few tickets for the en-
tertainment in the evening. Happily for
him there were not many spots in the
United States where somebody who knew
him cou:d not be found within an hour at
the outside. -
Sometimes the turning peoint of the joke
hed and more quickly.
Such was the case when he pa one
day to watch some men digging besfde the
road, and after a moment took a hat from
the head of one of them and shook three
or four silver dollars out of it. The la-
borer was astounded for an instant, and
Herrmann put the dollars into his hand to
convince him that they were real ones.
Then he recovered his senses, and said:

ing, with the rabbit squirming and claw-
ing under his coat, getting more nervous
all the time and making Iits Kkeeper
more uncomfortable, till the performance
was over and the audience went out, the
weary attache with the rest, in a condi-
tion bordering on that of a March hare,
to say nothing of a poor little rabbit,

THE USE OF CONFEDERATES.

It may not be out of place to remark
just here that pretty nearly all magicians
employ confederates for some of their
tricks. This statement does not quite come
under the head of a state secret, though
the confederates are not much talked about
among laymen. They are necessary for
some tricks, and if the magician is so
morbidly highminded as to object to em-
ployving them he will have to omit a good
deal that other magicians do. The sad ad-
mission has to be made to a disappointed

publie that the rabbit trick is no trick at
all, and has no eilement of magic or sleight-
or-hand about it. It just consists in the
confederate’s sitting in his seat and hold-
ing the rabbit under his coat till the magi=
cian is ready to take it out. But there
ara other cases in which the confederate is
employed in a more legitimate way., He
may be required for nothing more than to
lend a hat and to retain his composure
when he sees it crushed out of recogni-
tion.

One of the most effective uses that Herr-
mann ever made of a confederate was in
connection with his “trunk mystery,” only
a short time z2go. In this trick a girl is
put into a trunk., and the trunk is closed
and then opened again, and the girl is
found to be gone. There i# more to it, but
that is enough for the present purpose,
When the trick had been done, a man
stood up at the back of the house and
asked Herrmann if he had to have a trunk
specially prepared for that trick. Herr-
mann answered that he did not. The man
then asked if he could do it with his valise,
Herrmann said he could. The valise was
brought to the stage and the trick was
done over again, to the great delight of
the audience. The confederate ecarried out
his part of the programme so well that the
policeman in charge of the house wanted
to arrest him for making a di=turbance,
and the magician had hard work to save
his trick from beimi spoiled by the police-
man's excess of zeal. Of course the trunk
and the valise used did have to be pre-
pared, but the declaration that they did
not involved no great danger of another
being offered by somebhody else who was
not a confederate, because few persons
come to a theater with a valise large
enough for even a small girl to get into.
When Herrmann traveled he usually had
about twenty Peopha in his company,
though only half a dozen or so were us-
ually seen on the stage,

THE GREAT SHOOTING TRICK.

It takes something startling in the way
of magic to make much impresgion on the
pampered taste of New York in these days,
but Herrmann made a decided impression a
few months ago with his trick of allowing
himself to be shot at by half a dozen sol-
diers and catching the bullets on a plate.
Herrmann did this twice last spring, both
times for charities, for he said he would do

that to help the needy, but not for his own

profit. Of course ,that sounded as if there
was a good deal of risk about it. It was
just as much of a frick as anything else
that he ever did, and every sensible person
knew that it was, but, for all that, the per-
formance was decidedly creepy, and not a
little execliting. It proved so0o much so to
one friend of the magiclan’s, who had forti-
fled himself too much for the ordeal, that
when the soldiers came on the stage he
could not stand it any longer and got up,
forced his way through the crowd at the
back of the house and escaped as fast as
he could, exclaiming, with sobs, as he went
along, “Herrmaun's a good fellow, and I
won't stay here and see him killed.”

Any trick is simple when you know how
it is done, and thig was even simpler than
some. There is probably no one left now
who cares to puzzle the public with this
particular illusion, so there is no further
harm in telling the curious how it is done.
There are several ways of doing most
tricks. A famous French magician used to
do this one by means of a gun which was
loaded with a bullet and fired a blank, ar
performed some other similarly unusual an-
tic, but Herrmann allowed six soldiers at
once to fire at him and to use e guns that
were furnished to them by the State. But
the soldiers were all in the secret. Herr-
mann brought out the cartridges that were
to be used in a little ornamental case and
showed them to the audience and allowed
any one who chose to mark one or more for
identification. The ornamental case had a
slide in it, and on his way back to the stage
he slid the slide, and the ball cartridges
were thereby concealed and the same num-
ber of blank cartridges revealed, but only
to the soldieirs, who loaded their guns with
them.

Herrmann then went to the side of the
stage and gave the case to his attendant.
The attendant hastened to put each of the
cartridges intc a vise, to wrench out the
bullets and heat them over a lamp. While
this was going on Herrmann was talking
to the .audience and the soldiers were
marching about the stage and getting into
position. Then Herrmann went to the wing
to get the te to catch the bullets in. He
got the bullets at the same time. As soon
as he got those he knew that his life was
out of danger, for he could not get them
until they were drawn from the cartridges,
Then he held the plate before him, the sol-
diers fired, and, under cover of the puff of
smoke, it was easy for him to put the bul-
lets into the plate and have them ready to
bring down to the audience, still hot, ready
for examination and identification.

LONDON’S FAMOUSTOWER

ONCE A FORTRESS, NOW A ROYAL
TREASURE HOUSE AND MUSEUM,

e

It Is the Only Proper and Formal Met-
ropclitan Residence of the Sov-
ereign of Great Britaia.

.

-

London Daily Mail.

The Tower of London—once a fortress, a
royal residence, a court of justice, a prison
—is now a government storehouse, though
beyond this it shares with Niagara and the
Pyramids the position of first show-place in
the world., The Tower is also the only real,
proner and formal metropolitan residence
of the sovereigns of England. Buckingham
Paluce, 8St. James's Palace, Kensington
Palace are merely temporary quarters for
royvality in times of peace. Were an alien
foe ever to land upon our shores and march
toward London, it is to the Tower that the
reigning monarch would repair. The
Queen’s house ig in a state of perpetual
readiness, and it would scarcely be neces-
sary to send a message to the Governor,
One fine morning a carriage would drive
under the By-ward Tower. Four stalwart
warders would present their truncheons.

“Who goes there?”

“The Queen (or King),” would be the re-
ply, as the warders loyally doffed their
bonnets. They have been waiting for such
an event for nearly three hundred years,
s0 they would not be taken by surprise. A
bugler would blow a blast, a sentinel would
present arms as the royal carriage passed
under the arch of the Bloody Tower and
halted at the Queen’'s house. The humble
femaie housekeeper would hand over the
keys to the lord steward, the treasurer, the
comptroller, the master of the royul house-
hold, or the first gentleman porter and
the next morning the world might read that
the ruler of the first empire of the earth
had sought safety in the Tower.

The curious and interesting community
which dwells within the boundaries of the

Tower moat comprises a thousand souls,
and has for its head Lieutenant General
Milman, the residential locum tenens for
the soverei and the major of the tower,
General Milman, although more than sev-
enty years of age, is still hale and hearty,
and besldes being a courteous official, is
one of the bravest soldiers that ever donned
the Queen’s uniform. It is he who shares
with Grace Darling the distinction of re-
celving the gold mewal of the Royal Hu-
mane Soclety, only two of which awards
were ever made, It all happened out in
India vears ago. I got the story from a
brother officer., The general was busy at
his desk with some letters when I entered,
but he arose and shook my hand un-
aflectedly.

GHOSTS AND RAVENS.

I thought the first natural thing to ask
him was whether the Tower was haunted;
if during the guarter of a century he had
resided within its walls he had ever seen a
ghost.

My host shook his head and smiled
gravely,

“Not even Lady Jane Grey?”

“Not even Lady Jane Grey. Some of the
officers claim to see a vision of Gog and
Magog occasionally, but as for me 1 think
I must be singularly unimaginative.”

Saying which the general reaches for his
hat and we go out to interview the ravens,
I had long heard of the Tower ravens.

They were there in 178, and George Cruik-
shank, when he made his sketching visit
in 1840, made drawings of them. Knowing
the longevity of ravens 1 fondly imagined
the present birds must be the original pair,
Alas! my fancy was doomed to be shat-
tered. “Jack'” and “Sir Willlam" have only
been in these historic purlieus a few yvears,
and they succeeded a pair of Essex ravens,
grih?'se unclipped wings soon suggested
ght.

“They flew to St. Paul's,” said General
Milman, “and haunted the dome for
months. As they were only seen on moon-
light nights they occasioned a good deal of
superstition. But nothing would induce
thaem to return to the Tower, or their fa-
vorite feeding spot, which, by the bye, was
the site of the scaffold.”

The Tower often boasts parrots, too.
They escape from the sallors on the ships
in the river, and at once make for the old
battlements.

“Penrose!” calls General Miiman, “take
3“' gentleman where he pleases until lunch

me.""

One could not be in better hands, Penrose

is the sturdy chief warder—he is

general’s body servant—and has served In
many campaigns. It is always a distinction
for a veteran to gain the post of warder in
the Tower.

“How many warders are there?’ I ask.

“Forty is the limit. They are recruited
from the pensioners, who have to pay num-
erous fees to obtain the ﬂoﬂtkm:. are
always hundreds of applicants when one of
these drops out. Two died last week.”

The pay of the warder is §s

.the sixteenth.

a moment later. “But come in, sir. You
are welcome to lool” at my house.”

BLOODY TOWER NOW A KITCHEN.

It seems odd to hear this sturdy old sol-
dier talk of the Bloody Tower, redolent of
memories of Edward, of the young Princes,
of Ralelgh, as his house. But as I enter
the smell of cuisine—of bolled mutton—
greets my nostrils, and reminds me that
I am living in the twentieth century not
Where lLaud slept now

sleeps a faithful dog—a famous old dog
indeed — Jim by name, who went all
throu,h the Indian Mutiny, and was the

t of the regiment. And there he is Hke-
y to sleep for many 3’0:&1‘3 to come—as
Laud and Raleigh and Northumberland
and Norfolk sleep to-day in the church-
yard—because the skill of the taxidermist
has saatched him from a grave in the
Tower green. Through the Bloody Tower
:ve passed on & visit to the officers’ quar-
ers,

We interrupted a lady In a wing of 'he
By-ward Tower while she was preparing
dinner. She smliled when told our mission,

“Curiosities? Why, bless you, =ir, the
place is full of them."”

With that the worthy dame bustled
about and produced a tangle of thick
red brald from the cupboard, an action
which arouses our curiosity to the high-
est pitch.

Here, look,” she cried; “this brald was
cut off a dead soldier In the Ashantee
“".:ur! " That was her idea of historic treas-
ures,

After that we repaired to the By-ward
Tower, where Warder Penrose lives. In
this building the last prisoner of the Tower
was confined. Pervhaps I should say the
last state prisoner, for the very last prison-
er was being led off into captivity, as a
little later I made my way to the home of
Gen. Sir Michael Biddulph, the keeper of
the regalia. It was only Master Tommy
Atkins a litter unsober; but even this, =o
excellent is the discipline maintalned n
th«_'l‘ower. is a rare occurrence,

With his quick, decided utterance and sig-
nificant gesture, 8ir Michael strikes the ob-
server as every inch the soldjer. He has
passed much of his military career in In-
dia; and all his sons are in the army. We
passed through his Xitchen and on to a
private passage leadng to the jewel room
in the next tower., Sir Michael I8, as every-
body knows, personally responsible to his
Bovereign for the safe keeping of this price-
less collection, and it is his dutly every night
to turn the key ud::on them and satisfy him-
self that everything is safe and sound.
The same care has to be taken with the
unboltin in the morning, for his hand
alone holds the keys. I felt highly edified
ar my knightly gulde took me the round
of his Queen’s treasures and explained
their purposes and value, and many other
detalls which Baedeker would value, but
which do not come within the purpose of
this brief paper.

No visit to the Tower would be complete
without a call on the chaplain, whose house
adjoins the Beauchamp Tower.

Divine service is held in 8t Peter's
Chapel twice every Sunday, and at the
morning service the attendance of all the
men is compulsory.

‘Yes; we have births and deaths and mar-
riages in our little city just like the outside
world; just as we are also divided into so-
cial classes.” remarked the Rev. F. A
Bolbe. “One of our chief figures on Sunday
mornings is the master of the mint with
his wife and daughters. A great many of
our parishioners are married; and speaking
of that a year or two ago one of the mar-
ried ones wrote General Milman to tell him
t_ha.t she had a daughter in her elghteenth
year who had been born and lived all her
life in the Tower, and as this daughter had
become engaged to a corporal. the parent
wanted to know if the Queen didn't pro-
vide a bounty under the circumstances,
The general was obliged to reply that her
majesty did not. You must,” added the
chaplain, “come and hear me preach, and
then you can behold my parishioners for
yoursef.”

I gave my promise that I would. and the
very next Sunday redeemed it if only to
see that ancient edifice where kKings and
queens. and heroes and  statesmen. and
poets have stayed for a moment bLefors
murching to the scaffold—Ilit up by pewful
uvon newful of redcoats. each man an in-
tent listener to the same gospel that was
read out on the same spot to Jane, to Anne
Boleyn, to Northumberland and to Ralcigh,

“Maclaren's” Lecture Tour,
New York Commercial Advertiser.

Regarding Dr. Watson's lectu o0
Major Pond said: “He has been r:em-iv:ti
everywhere he has lectured with the utmost
C'O'l'dln.lil‘f and hospltality. His audiences at
f)\e.ry single lecture has been limited onlv

¥ the capacity of the place in which it wus
delivered. Taken altogether, I consider Dr.
Watson's tour the most remarkable and
su‘:.-.cesstul in the hlslorr of the lyceum."

» It has been stated,” said the ter,
that Dr. Watson has received offers from
some churches in this country to accept a

here permanently, and
row considering one or two such

“It is true,” replied 5
Dr. Watson has recely a P:gg;mrthz;

offers to pastorates in this

country. In
fact, he received such offere in allnoat)f-\'ﬂrv
city he visited. I am not at liberty to say
from what churches these offers came. but
iI will say that Dr. Watson is not consider-

is hurryin now because
to“return y Christmas.
I offered him $25.000 if he would remain
ere and lecture for twelve weeks more,
but he declined on the ground that he did
g'?rkmuo lto remain away from his church

Asked if . Watson

he promise

Touching Rurnl Obitusry.

Atlanta Constitution, .
“You on thar,” said the be-
to the n . “that

cal Ber piooee “we wouldn't
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