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“Blind pools'” are bad enough, but they
could not operate if there were not so many

blind fools=.

The Democratic leader in the House
seems to have made the most of his repu-
tation by refusing to wear a dress coat.

Those indignant citizens who have de-
manded of the Board of Public Works that
it shall resign need not put themselves to
any inconvenience to be at the mayor's of-
fice this morning to behold the resigning.

It would seem that if the 3-cent-fare act

| §s In violation of any contract it must be

that which the city made with the Citizens’
Company whose officers reside in Indian-
apolis and not with a New York trust com-

pany.

The appearance of the so-called air ship
which is reported to have been Seen at
diffvrent points seems to vary, according
as it is viewed through a common tumbier,
& champagne glass, a demijohn or a quart
bottle.

It will be a case of very poor detective
work and sleepy justice If the managers of
the “E. 8. Dean Company” swindle in New
York are not discovered and arrested. It
was one of the boldest yet simplest schemes
of robbery ever planned.

There is reason to believe that a J-cent-
fare act would not have been passed by
the Legislature if the officers of the Citl-
gens' Company had not fought the bill to
terminate its charter, and in fighting it

dwelt upon the necessity cf lower fares.

There are indications of British hostile
preparations against the Transvaal Repub-

:  le. See 'f the Salisbury government does

not pick a quarrel with President Kruger
and invade the Transvaal in force within

six months. England wants that territory.

—
During January and February 50,209 852
pounds of wool were imported into the

. United States. During December, 1596, the

importation was 25,599,525 pounds, Much of

‘this wool, Imported free of duty, has been

Diarcried forward in expectation of a tarif
which will impose a duty.

i m results of the concert of the pow-

ers to discipline Greece are a general dis-
satisfaction of the powers with each other
and a probable war between Greece and
Turkey. It will probably be a long time
before the powers will be in a frame of
mind to engage in another concert.

’

The most <f the Southern Democratic
Benators were present at the Gorman con-
ference called for the purpose of fusing
the Democrats, the silver State Republics
an and the Populist Senators into an ob-
struction party, but only two silver Slate
Republicans and two Populists were pres-

There has been no bank scandal in recent
yeurs that looked worse on its face than the
obe which connects ex-Governor Altgeld
with the loss of nearly a million dollars by

the University of Illinois through the fail-
ure of a bank of which the treasurer of the

ty was president and Altgeld a
lder and director.

Mayor-elect Harrison, of Chicago, Iis
showing that he knows how to take care of
himself. Just as the ringmasters and
office seekers were preparing to swoop
down ou him in great force he mysteri-
ously disappeared from the city, and now
has turned up at Hot Springs, Va., where

~ he is riding a bicycle and bracing up.

One or two sound flnancial institutions in
this city advertise to pay Interest on small
deposits, making themselves, in fact, the
same as the savings banks of the East
They will not pay a high rate of interest,
put when the depositor ealls for his money
he will receive it, with the interest, which
makes them far preferable to the get-rich-
quick companies, which pay neither prin-

- cipal nor interest.

It is doubtful whether that $2,000,000 of
eapital will be invested in beet-sugar plants

fo the Northwestern States to fight the
Sugar Trust, as capitalists are not fond of

.fighting, but it must be evident that a

much larger amount of capital could be
profitably invested in beet-sugar factories
fn Indilana alone, judging from the results
in every locality where a plant has been
estublished in recent years,

Senator Mills, of Texas, has written a
Jetter of considerable length regurding the
operation of the rules of the Senate and the
need of reform. Under the present rules he
says a minority can block the will of the
Serate, bills can be talked to death and
legislation can be paralyzed. As a remedy
Dﬁ favors adoption of the previous question,
swhich would sweep away ali obstructions
and bring the S8cnate to a vote.”

5 A Populist orgunization in Kansas advo-
cites «n amendment to the Constitution of

~ the United States which shall impose a tax

v
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To make their
tion intelligible they should define
constitutes “inordinate wealth.” If the
pn pad been inserted in the onstitu-
it_tho beginning, begging purdon of |ts
s for a supposition so insulting to
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different interpretation then from what it
would have now. Even now scarcely any
two persons would agree as to what consti-
tutes Inordinate wealth. Some one has de-
fined a crank to be “a man who differs
with you.”" Perhaps the best rule would be
to let every person regard that wealth as
inordinate which exceeded his own.

“THE TALL SYCAMORE OF THE
WADBASH."

This sobriquet was first applied to the
late Senator Voorhees by the Journal away
back in the fifties. The statement that he
was so called by reason of his large and
magnificently proportioned figure is er-
roneous. His helght and straight tigure,
though they were unusual and impressive,
had less to do with suggesting the sobri-
quet than another peculiarity in his per-
sonal appearance. This was his hair and
the way he wore it. In early life and when
by his political speeches he was laying the
foundation of his future prominence in this
State his hair was of a very pronounced
auburn color, closely approaching red,
rather stiff and bristly in character, and
he wore it brushed in the style now known
as pompadour. This red hirsute corona con-
tributed to his striking appearance and
suggested the comparison to a tall syca-
more tree which, at a certain season of
the year, Iz crowned with balls of about
the same color that Mr. Voorhees's hair
was. His height and figure might have
suggested any other tree as well, but the
cglor > the hair suggested the sycamore,
That tree is common in all the river bot-
toms of central and southern Indiana, but
as Mr. Voorhees came from the Wabash
vialley he became the *““Tall Sycamore of
the Wabash.”” The political warfare of
those days was personal to an extreme,
and the sobrigquet was intended to be hu-
miliating and offensive. No man likes to
be twitted on a personal pecullarity, and
Mr. Voorhees knew as well as others that
the sobriquet referred primarily to the coior
and bushiness of his hair. At first and for
many years the epithet annoyed him, as it
was intended to do, but he never resented it
and finally ceased to regard it. Eventually
it became, as sobriquets often do, a dis-
tinetive and complimentary appellation, not
only free from offtensiveness but indicative
of popularity.

The Journal has already alluded to Mr,
Voorhees's addresses outside of politics,
No other public man from Indiana, with
the possible exception of ex-President Har-
rison, made as many literary addresses or
special occasion addresses without any
reference to politics as did Senator Voor-
hees. One other native Indianian in publie
life made more and better literary ad-
dresses than he, viz.: Senator Newton
Booth, but he entered public life from Cali-
fornia. Most of our public men have done
but little in this direction. Mr. Voorhees's
literary addresses do not show much origin-
ality or depth of thought, but they are in
good literary form and show care in prepa-
ration. In 1860 he delivered an address be-
fore the literary societies of the University
of Virginia on “The Americam Citizen,”
which was well received. Later he de-
livered an address on “Influence of the
Physical Sciences on the Progress of Civili-
zation'' before the literary societies of the
University of Missouri which was fully up
to the average of such addresses. The ad-
dress was of considerable length and gave
evidence of no small amount of labor in
its preparation., Readers of the Journal
may like to see a specimen of Mr. Voor-
hees's style outside of politics. In enfor:-
ing the idea that the modern philosophy of
utility and progress is the cornerstone of
civilization, he said:

The inventor of the plow which turns
the deep soil of these relds, of the drill
which plants them with grain at seed-

ing time, and of the reaper and
mower which glean their bounuful har-
vests, is more honored to-day than all
the founders of all the most famous sects
of antiquity, The humblest millwright has
done more to endear himself 10 the
human race than those who built the walis
of Babylon, or wrought the columns
of the Coliseum at Rome. The names
of Arkwright, Hargreaves, Compton and
Cartwright, for thelr inventions in the
manufacture of cotton, rank as benefactors
far above and beyond all the dazziing and

blood-stained heroes of history. Far better
and brighter, too, is the fame of Robert
Fulton, whose genius walks the water of
the world, than that of Alexander the
Great. Frankiin and Morse will live and
shine as deathless as the c¢ternal stars in

the heavens when the shades of a gloomy
oblivion have gathered around the memo-
ries of Caesar and Napoleon. Even that

humbie companion of the fireside, the fam-
ily sewing machine, is entitled to more
veneration and resrect than the pyramid
of Cheops, and its Inventor has done more
to advance the happiness of the human
race than all the kings that lie embaimed

in the catacombs of Egypt
A subject like this, which did not require

close study or hard thinking, was congenial
to Mr. Voorhees because it gave scope for
natural oraitory and for the exhibition of
his literary attainments, which were really
considerable. When United States Dis-
trict Judge Huntington, of this State, died,
in 1862, Mr. Voorhees made the principal
memorial address at the bar mecting in
this city. Judge Huntington was a law-
yver of the courtly old school and had
served as district judge twenty years, lHe
had lived at Terre Haute since 1822, and,
of course, Mr. Voorhees knew him well
His address on that occasion was a model
of fine feeling and good form. The same
might be said of a speech which he deliv-
ered at a meeting held in Representatives
Hall in Washington, April 16, 18572, in honor
of the memory of Morse, inventor of the
electric telegraph. Speaker Blaine presid-
ed at the meeting and introduced Mr. Voor-
hees, then a member of the lower house,
who delivered an admirable address. His
address on Thomas Jefferson is sald to
have bLeen a fine one, and if he had lived to
deliver his lecture on ““The Holy Seopulchre;
or. & Lawyer's View of the Divinity of
Jesus of Nazareth,” it would probably have
attracted much attention. A theme like
that would have appealed Mr.
hees's imagination and sympathy, and he
was capable of handling it fn & manner at
once impressive and popular. He was too
much absorbed in politics during the whole
of his adult life to be really great in law
or literature, but he achieved high rank as
an advocate and did more and better liter-
ary work than most public men.

A PROTECTIVE TARIFF EAPECTED,

to Yoor-

The attempt of a few newspapers to cre-
ate the impression that the country does
not desire a tariff which shall embrace the
feature of protecting home industries will
rot succeed. It is so absurd that it is sur-
prising that it should be attempted., The
overthrow of the Democratic party in the
election of 1884 was a protest against the
Wilson-Gorman tariff, which had closed
factories and crippled many industries. In
the history of the politics of the country
there was never su.n an emphatic con-
demnation of the free-trade theories of the
Cleveland party and such a general demand
for a renewal of a protective tariff., The
campaign was made upon that issue to the
execlusion of every other. The same would
hava been the case last year If the siiver
question had pot come into the campaign.

The Dingley bill may contain provisions
w should be changed. It is said that
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ate committee, In the main, it i{s undoubt-
edly a wise measure, but if it is to be as-
salled it should be on some other ground
than that it is formulated on the theory
of protection. The average of its duties
upon the bulk of the merchandise imported
may be higher than those of the McKinley
law, but if this is the case it is due to the
fact that there was no duty imposed by
the McKinley law upon from $80,000,000 to
$100,000,000 worth of raw sugars. The pres-
ent tariff law imposes a duty of 40 peor cent.
upon raw sugar, but the treasury does not
realize that amount of revenue, because the
Sugar Trust is able to manipulate the mar-
Kets to its own advantage.

The government must have more revenue.
To obtain the best results in révenue, the
experience of the country shows that a
tariff embracing the features of a specific
and protective duty has been most effective,
while the two or three tariffs which have
been based upon the theory of revenue
cnly with ad valorem duties have not,
when in full force, furnished the amount
of revenue sufficient to meet current ex-
penses, In view of these failures and of
the failure and general disaster which at-
tended the present tariff law, the majority
of the people are in favor of a protective
tariff and expect that such a tariff will be
enacted.

TOO MANY CITY GOVERNMENTS,

The Journal has confidence in the mem-
bers of the Park Board. If to the end of
the same citizens could hold their
positions it would not be necessary to sub-
ordinate it to the City Council. Unfortu-
nately there will be changes in the board
in the course of a few years, and men will

time

get on it whose patriotic desire to serve
the city will be stimulated by the discovery
thal there is something in it for them per-
sonally. This should be guarded against
now.

It is well to remember that the purchase,
management and control of city parks have
furnished In other cities more scandals
than any other branch of municipal service,
Land contracts and other transac-
tions involving the expenditure of large
sums of money have been incentives to cor-
rupt management. So long as controlled
by the present board Indianapolis will prob-
ably escape the scandals and corruption
which are a part of the history of the park
systems of larger cities; but, as before in-
timated, its members are mortal and also
subject to change by the expiration of
terms. This being the case, (he city of-
ficilals and the City Council should provide
every possible safeguard against extrava-
gance and corruption.

The fewer city governments any city has
the better. We now have two in Indianapo-
lis—that composed of the mayor and City
Council and the School Board. Those who
recall the great increase of the school debt
and schoo! expenditure the past decade are
very generally of opinion that one city gov-
ernment is all that it is safe to have. The
School Board is necessary, but the power
to levy taxes and to borrow money should
be vested in the Clty Council as the legis-
lative branch of the city government. The
power to make every appropriation should
ba lodged in the Council alone., In making
appropriations every one should be specific.
If the Council is not to do this, it will
be just as well to abolish it. 1f estimates
and expenditures are not to be submitted
to the city controller, that important offi-
clal, between the taxpayers
and excesslve expenditure, may as well b
dismissed.

The department of public

deals,

who stands

instruction

should be subordinated to the mayor and |

Council, the same as the departments of
safety and of public works. And, now that
the matter is under congideration, the Park
Board should be held in the same logical
relation to the mayor and Council as are
other boards. There is danger in too many
cily governments in the same city.

For some time before its fajlure the Globe
Savings Bank, of Chicago, was advertising
for depositors, Here is one of its adver-
tisements:

FLYING WITHOUT WINGS,

Money is a queer thing. Without vocal or-
gans It always talks and It can change
nands without even having arms, and ny
without wings.

A savings account will clip your money's
wings and keep it within reach.

A dollar will do to begin.

Four per cent. interest.

GILOBE SAVINGS BANK.
This i= the institution of which Governor
Altgeld was a director, and in which, by
his urgent advice, the University of Illinois
deposited several hundred thousand dollars,

It Is current gossip in London that there
exists evidence in the shape of telegraphic
correspondence to show that the British
government knew all about the contem-
plated Transvaal raid of last year. A well-
informed correspondent says: *“This in-
formation comes at several removes, I am
bound te say, from Jameson himself, but
there seems to be no doubt that to his in-
he insists on Chamber-
lain's foreknowledge of the whole affair.”
This is quite within the bounds of belief.
From the government's point of view the
criminality of the raid was in its fallure.

timates, at least,

A Washington dispatch says that the
Southern Republican politicians are an-
noying the administration., Some of them
are good men, but the most of them are
Republicans simply to hold office. The
only campaign they make is to secure dele-
gations to conventions. If the
President would take into his confidence
the business men of the South who are for
sound money and protection and put the
men in oifice whom they suggest, it would
be the best thing for the Republican party

national

and for the South.

The

in circulation
March 1, March 1,
1807, the amount was $1,605,684,953. This
means that during the year the amount of
money in the country was increased $146,.-
Add to this increase the increase
in the treasury ($§7,010,640), and the money
stock in the country was increased $154,463,-
53 during the year which ended March 1,
1867. 8till Senator Stewart mourned a con-
tracting currency in the Senate one day last

amount of money

1806, was $1,528,742,057,

052,596

week.

Those Democrats who imagine that they
see a reaction in the municipal elections of
last week should carefully consider the re-
sults of the state elections in Michigan and
Rhode Island for indications of reaction be-
fore they give themselves over to un-
bounded enthusiasm. The 40,000 Republican
plurality in Michigan and the 12,000 in the
little State of Rhode Island would seem to
be reactions in the wrong direction for
Democritic purposes,

Whether the women of Colorado will re-
gard with favor the act of the Legislature
of thai State bLestowing upon them the
right to serve in the militia remains to be
seen. Perhaps it is a natural result of the
conferring of full suffrage upon women,

hich Colorado did several years ago. Stlll,

the fact that a woman Is a voter need not
involve the necessity of being enrolled in
the militia. Even with males the right to
vote is not confined to those who are llable
to military service,

BUBDLES IN THE AIR.

Plenty.

“Do you know, I have half a mind to go
out of party politics and become a mug-
wump?”

“Half a mind? That is quite sufficient for
the purpose.”

Juvenile Logie.

Mrs. Gigg—What kept you so late?

Tommy—Teacher kep' me in fer whis-
perin’. I guess ghe was mad 'cause she
didn't know what I was talkin' about.
Women always wants to know everything.

She Lo=t.

“How much did Dollie Footlites get in her
suit against the city for throwing her from
her wheel with a defective street?”

“Not a cenf. The able attorney for the
other side clearly proved that she was in
debt to the town for advertising.”

The Cheerful ldiot.

“I noticed a pair of little bootblacks
working on the partnership plan this morn-
ing,” said the Cheerful Idiot, “and it oc-
curred to me that probably they Were
prompted by social aspirations.”

“What is the answer?" said the seasoned
boarder.

“They seemed to want to shine in com-
pany.”

INDIANA NEWSPAPER OPINION,

One of the best things to prove the value
of the Dingiey bill to the American people
is the disfavor shown it by foreign nations
which want our trade for nothing.—Warren
Republican.

The present Congress should either pass
scme laws bettering our money system or
aj point a commission to confer with com-
mittees appointed by the Indianapolls mon-
etary convention.—Grecrtield Republican.

Bryan is still going around the country
and asserting as vchemently as ever that
the tinancial problem is not yet settled. But
one good result of the late election still re-
mains—the seitling of Bryan.—Kknightstown
Sun.

I'ne Republicans of the National House of
Representatives are entitled to the greatest
credit for having prepared and passed a
tarit! bid within & month after the com-
mencement of the uew administration,—
Steuben Republican,

The slump in Indiana oil indicates that
John D. Rockefeller is going to give some-
body a university, a new church, or a few
millions for something or other. It is very
evident that he is not going to give it
to the oll men.—Montpetier “Leader,

In some counties of the State township
trustees refuse to account to the commis-
sloners under the new law. Such refusal
is at leas\ very suggestive of the need that
commissioners auait their accounts, A
trustes who objects to having his accounts
examined I8 not to be trusted by his con-
stituents.—Elkhart Review.

The greatest sufferer under the new Ding-
ley law will be the Sugar Trust. Its fram-
€rs were wise enough to avoid the eriti-
cism and the scandal which attached to
the Wilson blll, and no man has success-
fully charged or can charge that the pres-
ent bill is framed in the interests of the
trusts.—Madison Courier.

Millions of capital are now awaliting the
action of Congress on the tariff bill. Its en-
actment will be a signal for activity among

the factories of the East, in the beet-grow-
Ing sections of the West, in the cotton tields
and factories of the South, in the nanu-
facturing establishments of the Mississippi
valley, and on the fertile tields of the Fa-
cific siope.—Elwood Call-Leader.

When the Democratie party *‘for silver's

sake” gave up the spare bedroom to the
army of tramp politicians last rfall, and re-
quired the old-liners to sleep in the wood-
house to accommodate the strangers it did
a thing which it now seriously regrets, The
newcomers without a household of their
own are not in a hurry to leave, and, worst
of all, they insist on, bossing about the
Kitchen.—Frankfort Neéws.

If the present conditions of our roads
will not make our people see that some-
thing Is necessary to be done nothing will,
For the larger portion of several weeks
they have been all but impassable and busi-
ness of every kind has languished in every
town and city of the county. Between now
and the next session of the Legislature the
subject should be thoroughly canvassed and
debated, associations formed and plans de-
vised for their betterment.—Gibson County
Leader.

Capiain Gowdy has advertised all his per-
scnal property to be sold at public auction
before leaving for the gay Paree. This is
pot done for the purpose of raising the neec-
essary funds, as the captain is pretty well
provided in that way. He has dccided,
nowever, that it will not be necessary to
keep a cow at the French capital, and his
pigs and wheat and farm products would
vnly be an incumbrance—hence he has dee
cided to turn 'em into money.—Conners-
ville News.

One of the most cheering indications as
to the future of the nation is the steadily

increasing interest in the public schools.
Almost every Legislature that has met, this
year or last, has passed bills intended to

increase and improve facilities for free pub-
lic institutions. In «ll the citles and in

many villages new school buildings are
being erected and the course of study re-
vised, with a view to better results, and
steps for compelung (.‘h“dr(‘l‘_l to take advan-
tage of these free and beneficent opportuni-
ties have been taken.—Attica Ledger.

The cutting away of timber and under-
growth and the under-draining of land fa-
‘ilitates the flow of water to the lateral
'reams, which In turn feed the larger ones
ai*d cause floods, If this process goes on
steadily, inundations are likely to occur
every ‘“few years. The remedy appears to
be in the encouragement of forest growth.
To this end, the planting of trees ouzht to
be facilitated. Arbor Day ought to be gen-
erally observed. Every person should make
a point of pianting one or more trees and
nurturing them into prosperous growth,
—Evansville Journal.

If reports are true the Indiana gas belt
glass factories will soon have glass sand
urloaded at the factory at a greatly re-
duced price. A syndicate of Indiana capi-
talists are negotiating for the purchase of
thousands of acres of glass sand in western
Michigan. If the deal is consummated the
conside r_';uion will be about §19%,000 and the
sand will bo shipped by the train load to
pointg in the gas belt. At present the
freight rate on a carload of sand is almost
equal to the price of the article, but with
the material as near as Michigan with a di-
rect route over the EBig Four to the gas
belt the freight would be small and would
be a big saving in the glass manufacture.
—Albany Journal.

NEW PUBLICATIONS. »

Farthest North, Dr. Nansen’s Interest=
ing Story of PPolar Research.

No other chapter in the world's history
contains more of the romance and mystery
of searching for the undiscovered than that
which tells of the many expeditions in
search of the north pole. Only one other,
except that of Columbus, the greatest of
all because of its outcome, as well as its
daring, Is comparable in interest and in
its appeal to the imagination to zome of
tha north polar expeditions. There have
been many narratives deseriptive of these
intervsting and perilous vovages, but none
of more thrilling interest than that of the
voyage of the Fram. Indeed, for inten-
sity of interest, felicity of description and
dramatic force Dr, Fridtjof Nansen's

"“*Farthest North'' easlly surpasses all pre-

vious narratives of polar explaration and
adventure, not even excepting those of
Hayves and Kane. Nansen's expedition it-
self differed from all previous ones in con-
ception, organization and aim. In a pe-
culiar sense it was distinctly his expedition,
He went to no one else for his theories,
but thought out his own. He had pondered
over previous expeditions, studying the
causes of their nonsuccess and their suffer-
ings, and, coming to the conclusion that
the causes were preventable, he planned
his own voyage, held to his views In the
face of all the opposition he received from
almost all earlier arctic explorers, and
finall has proved the substantial truth
of @ detall of his theory but one,
He ed, in common with all former ex-

the hypothesis of a shallow polar

sea, with considerable land masses in the
neighborhood of the pole. Instead the water
was found so deep that the sounding lines
taken by the Fram were much too short to
reach bottom, and before the depth of the
polar ocean could be ascertained a new
sounding line had to be improvised. In Dr.
Nansen's opinion the pole itself lies, in all
probability, in this deep sea area, but he
admits that “the extent of this deep sea is
a question which it is not at present easy to
answer.” What we do know is that it ex-
tends a long way north of Franz Josef
Land and eastward right to the New Si-
berian islands.” How far north it extends
is one of those problems still awaiting so-
lation, but Dr, Nansen gives his reasons for
belleving that for a considerable distance
to the northward of the route followed by
the Fram, there is an area of deep sea, with
no land protruding to affect the movement
of the ice. It took him a long time to
reach his conclusions and form his plans,
and when, in 15880, he made them public
most arctic authorities pronounced them
visionary and Impracticable, If not fool-
hardy. But the Norwegian government
voted §132.000 for the expedition, and with
nearly $0,000 additional, raised by Nansen
and his friends, the expedition was or-
ganized. It consisted of only one ship,
the Fram, and it was modeled after Dr.
Nansen's own designs. It was built of ex-
ceptional strength, and with a hull so
shaped that during a vressure, or “nip,”
the vessel, instead of being crushed, wouid
be Hfted by the ice sliding under it. This
theory was laughed at by many while
she was building, but things worked exactly
as Nansen had predicted. The Fram was
shut in by the ice for nearly three years,
and came out as stanch as when she went
in, the only injury her hull sustained being
the rubbing of the paint. Besides Nansen,
who commanded the expedition, and thecap-
tain of the ship, there were eleven picked
men, =elected for nautical skill and experi-
epee, or for someother special reason. These
thirteen men, all animated and inspired
by a common motive and a great purpose,
constituted the personnel of one of the most
remarkable expeditions on record. It sailed
June 24, 1893, The Fram worked her way
north till Sept. 25, when she was firmly
frozen in the jice, where
locked until June 3, 18%5. The fce in which
the ship was imprisoned during this period
drifted toward, or was driven back from,
its goal. Now and then they experienced
the terrors of the ice pressure, but in time
those became familiar. What the ice pres-
sure is Nansen vividly sets forth: “First
you hear a sound like the thundering rum-
ble of an earthquake far away in the great
waste, then you hear it in several places,
always coming nearer and nearer. The si-
lent ice world re-echoes with thunders; na-
ture's glants are awakening to the battle,
The ice cracks on every side of you, and be-
gins to plle itself up. and all of a sudden
you, too, find yourself in the mdst of the
struggie. There are howlings and thunder-
ings around you: vou feel the ice trembling
and hear it rumbling under your feot; there
is no peace anywhere, In the semi-darkness
you can see it piling and tossing itself into
high ridges * * * and flung on the top of
cach other as if they were feather weights,
But the ice splits in front of you, a black
gulf opens and water streams up. * * =
All around there is thundering and roaring,
as of some enormous waterfall, with ex-
plosions like cannon salvos.”

It would be impossible within the limits
of a newspaper article to convey any ade-
quate Idea of the varied and thrilling inter-
est which attaches to the narrative of this
three years' voyage. The author's style is
almost epic in its vividness, simplicity and
force. At one point he says in his diary:
“I laugh at the scurvy; no sanitarium bet-
ter than ours. 1 laugh at tne ice; we are
living, as It were, in an impregnable castle,
I laugh at the cold; it is nothing. But I do

{ Dot laugh at the winds; they are every-

thing; they bend to no man's will.” This
transports one to arctic life and one almost
feels the roaring, unchained winds, The
entforced inactivity of the long months when
they were making little or no progress
seems to have been very hard to bear. “At
times,” says the author, “this inactivity
crushes one's very soul; one's life seems as
dark as the winter night outside., There is
sunlight upon no part of it except the past
and the far, far, distant future. I feel as
if I must break through this deadness and
find some outlet for my energies. Can't
something happen? Could not & hurricane
come and tear up this ice and set it rolling
in high waves like the open sea? Welcome
danger, if it only brings us the chance of
fighting for our lives—only lets us move on-
ward!” He had named the ship Fram (On-
wiaurd), and evidently this was the impelling
spirit with him. The perils and adventures
of the explorers were extraordinary while
they remained on board the ship, but they
were greatly multiplied in the overland
Journey of Nansen and Johansen. While
tha ship was ice-locked Nansen found she
was drifting in the right direction, but not
fast enough to suit him, so he determined
to make a long overland journey to the
north with sledges and dogs. As his sole
companion on this perilous journey he se-
lected Lieutenant Johansen, ‘The two got
ready, and finally set forth over the frozen
sea with sledges, kayaks, dogs, a couple
of thousand pounds' weight of food, some
250 eartridges, ball and shot, rifles and a
few observing instruments. For six weeks
they fought their way north against the
flerce winds which blew from the pole,
now driving the dogs, now helping them
with straining inuscles over snow, over {ce:
panting and frozen they would rest for a
few minutes, sitting on the edge of the
sledges, then forward once more till even-
tide. At night the dogs got a biscuit apiece,
the men set up their tent, drank a brew of
hot limejuice or whey grog, ate sparingly
of lobscouse and biscuit, and then sought
their common couch. When thus snugly
abed they got warm for the first time in
the fur-lined sleeping bag. The only lux-
ury which they uallowed themse:ves was a
change of boots. Their water was melted
snow or was obtained from fresh pools
found amongst the the hills of ice. Thus
they went slowly on, and every day the
frozen sea got rougher and rougher, Yet
they continued to make many observations
with delicate instruments, trozen though
their Iingers were, to take photographs,
and Nansen even sketched. Only death
could kill his courage. At last they
reached what was to be their last cam
the most northerly point yet attained by
man — 86 degrees, 13 minutes, 6 seconds.
Here, says Nansen, “‘the ice grew worse and
worse, and we got no way. Ridge after
ridge and nothing but rubble to travel over.
We made « start at 10 o'clock this morning
(April §) and kept at it as long as we could,
lifting the sledges all the time, but it Brew
too bad at last. 1 went on a good way
ahead on snowshoes, but saw no reasonable
rospect of advance, and from the highest
ummocks only the same Kind of ice was to
be seen. It was veritable chaos of jce-
blocks, stretching as far as the horizon. It
was no good going any farther: it was no
gmul sacrificing any more valuable time."
So on April ¥ they turned their faces
homeward.

Then comes a marvelous record of what
frightful horrors man’s endurance can
overcome. Dog after dog is eaten up by
his fellows; the men themselves go dinner-
less; one morning they even collecet the
blood of one of the dogs, and, mixing it
with fish flour, call it porridge; day after
day the same ceaseless toil; day after
day of plowing through ice lanes deep
in slushy snow. They do not even take 4
full breakfast now, no dinner, And for sup-
per “we hud two ounces of alcuronate
bread and one ounce of butter per man,
and crept into the bag to sleep as long as
possible and Kkill the time wihout eating.”
sut no outline of the narrative of this
wonderful journey can convey an idea of its
interest. It must be read to be appreciatexd,
The march into the thorth, the turning
back after camping on an ice field in S
degrees, 13 minutes, 6 seconds north, the
four more months of incredible hardships
before reaching land, the ten months of ex-
istence on Franz Josef Land, the strange
meeting with Frederick Jackson, the re-
turn to civilization, and, finally, the escape
of the Fram and its crew, make a fitting
climax to a narrative that must forever
stand In literature as a monument to en-
lightened human heroism.

Although Nansen did not discover the
north pole, he has given the world its
first definite information of what the re-
gion Immediately surrounding the pole is
like. Siace his journey the rest of the way
to the pole is henceforth practically
through a known region. The distance that
intervenes between Nansen's “farthest
north” and the spot where the polestar
stands in the zenith i= less than the dis-
tance frem Chicago to St. Louis. The uni-
form drifting of the ice field is alone suf-
ficient proof that no great unknown ob-
stacle exists within that space, and vet it is
doubtful if any human being wiill ever
reach and locate the exact point. Cer-
tainly none will ever battle more bravely
with a sea of dangers or will ever record
his experiences in 4 more modest and in-
teresting way. The work was, of course.
written in Norwegian, but the English
translation is excellent. It is copiously and
beautifully illustrated, has excellent fml]m.
amd the publishers have brought it out in
a style every way befitting its merits. It
makes two large and handsome volumes.
New York: Harper & Brothers,

Antonyms, Synonyms and Prepositions

Most Americans who are fairly well edu-
cated think they understand the English
language, but they are mistaken. There
are more things in the language than most
persons dream of, and the majority even of
well-educated persons only know It super-
ficlally. There is no more interesting or
instructive line of study than that which
leads one to investigate the origin, growth
and development of the language, the rela-
tions and correlations of words and their
fine shades of meaning. The value of this
study as an essential part of educational
work is recelving more recognition in this
country than it formerly did. Many of our
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coll . academles and high schools have
add the English classics to their course
of studies, and there is a tendency among

all classes of intelligent people to cultivate '

& better knowledge of the language. A
helpful work in this direction is “"English
Synonyms, Antonyms and Prepositions,” by
James C. Fernald. The English language
Is particularly rich In synonyms, as, with
such a history, it could not fail to be. From
the time of Julius Caesar, Britons Romans,
Northmen., Saxons, Danes and Normans,
fighting, fortifying and settling upon the
soil of England, with Scotch auﬁ Irish con-
tending for mastery or existence across the
mountaln border and the channel, end all
fenced In together by the sea, could not but
influence each other's speech. In other
ways, by importation and accretion, the
English language has received additions
from all parts of the world, until it results
that there is scarcely a language ever

spoken among men that has not some rep- |

resentative in English speech. The spirit
of the Angilo-Saxon race, masterful in lan-
guage as in war and commerce, has subju.
gated all these various elements to one
idiom, making not a patchwork, but a com-
posite language, It is obvious that in such
a language there must be many so-called
synonyms, and yet on close study it will be
found that scarcely any two of such words
are identical at once in signification and in
use. They have certain common ground
within which they are interchang2able, but
outside of that each has its own special
province, within which any other word
comes an intruder, The ascertaining and

defining of these fine shades of meaning, |

thus differentiating from each other words
which are commonly thought to have ex-
actly the same moeaning, makes the study
of synonyms particularly interesting. It is
useful, also, in revealing the unsuspected
riches of the language and supplying stu-
dents. writers or speakers with a copious
vocabulary. The present work is much the
most comprehensive one that has been
published on the subject, and excels also in
other respects.
than 7.540 synonymse, and upward of
370 antonvms. The latter are val-
uable as supplying definition by contrast
or by negation. Of his method in the treat-
ment of synonyms the author says: “The
method followed has been to select from
every group of synonyms one word, or two
contrasted words, the meaning of which
may be settled by clear definitive statge-
ment, thus securing some fixed point or
points, to which all the other words of the
group may be referred.'”” As an
tion, take the word “grief” and its related

words, sorrow, sadness, melancholy, afflie- |

tion, mourning. *“Grief,"” says the author,
“*is acute mental pain, resulting from ‘Iuss.
misfortune or deep disappointment. Grief
Is more acute and less enduring than sor-
row, Sorrow and grief are for
causge; sadness and melancholy may arise
from a vague sense of want or loss, from a
low state of health, or other ill-defined
cause: sadness may be momentary; melan-
choly is more enduring and may become
chronic. Aflliction expresses a deep heart
sorrow, and is applied also to the misfor-
tune producing such sorrow. mourning
most frequently denotes sorrow, publicly
expressed, or the public expression of such
gorrow as may reasonably be expected.
This shows how very closely words may
approach each other in meaning without bg‘-
ing exactly synonyvmous. Thousands of
synonyms or sets of synonyms are treated
in” the same manner. Young writers will
find much help from the indication of the
correct use of prepositions, the misuse of
which is one of ihe most common of eFrors,
and one of the most difficult to avold. A
set of questions and examples adds to the
convenience of the work as a text-book, but
it will be found of value to the individual
student and to writers angd speakers, Its
value is enhanced by a copious alphabetical
index. Cloth, $1.50. New York: Funk &

! Wagnalls Company.

The Middle Period.

Some time ago the well-known publishing
house, Charles Scribner's Sons, of New
York, announced ““Tge American History
Series.”” It was to cousist of separate his-
tories of distinet periods by different au-
thors. The first was a history of “The
Colonial Era,”” by Rev. George P. Fisher;
the second, “The French War and the Rev-
olution,” by Prof. W. M. Sloane; the third,
“The Making of the Nation,” by General
Francis A. Walker. and the fourth, now

published, is “The Middle Period,” by Prof.
John W. Burgess. What the author terms
the middle period extends from 1816 to IS5S.
There is no period of American history
more difficult to treat satisfactorily to all

parties than tHhis. Besides being a form-

ative period in the deveiopment of political
parties and policies, it witnessed the be-

'th and cugmination of the
rgtrlt:?-itng'vognumtlwomont and the counter
movement for the extension of slavery
which finally brought on the civil war. The
anthor deals with his subject in a fair and
judiclal spirit. His style is clear, explicit
and direct, and one feels that he is re-
lating true history. The work carries an
air of carnestness and conscientiousness
that gives it weight. In his preface the
author confesses 1o strong predispositions,
but he says: I have exerted my imagina-
tion té the utmost to create a picture in my
own mind of the environment of those who
held the opposite opinion upon these funda-
mental subjects, and to appreciate their
processes of reasoning under the influence
of their particular situation.” 1In this spirit
the author does not hesitate to lay the re-
sponsgibility for the civil war where he
thinks it belongs. “‘Any interm:f:lallon of
this period of American history.” he says,
“which does not demonstrate to the South
its error will be worthless simply because it
will not be true, and unless we are men
enough to hear and stand upon the truth
it is useless to endeavor to find a bond of
real union between us.”” It must not be
supposed, however. from this that the au-
thor writes in a partisan or blased spirit,
for the work is far removed from that
charge. The author’'s analysis of the suc-
cession of events which, in the form of
legislation and otherwise, led to the open
rupture between the North and South is
singularly able and clear, and his sketches
of the statesmen and leaders who took
chief part in them are well drawn. Otner
great issues and political movements of the
period are treated in the same fair and
candid manner, and the entire work shows
very careful study of the history of the
period, and especially of original author-
ities. Cloth, $1.75.

The Descendant,

One can never be sure of the motive of
an author who vublishe: a novel anony-
mously. It may be one of many. The au-
thor may wish to conceal his or her sex;
may have misgivings as to the merit or
reception of the book, or may wish to con-
ceal his or her identity, for personal rea-
scns or for a limited time., “The Descend-
ant’ is published anonymously and belongs
to the new school of novels. The hero,

Michael Akershem, first appears in a farm-
er's family, where he I8 constantly up-

braided with his illegitimate birth. The
early chapters show him as a boy loving
study with the minister, with a growing
mird, but unhappy. He finally runs away
and goes to New York, only to find it im-
possible to secure work. IFinally, hearing
of a new socialist paper, the Iconoclast, he
applies at its office for a position. The
story then jumps a few years, and Michael,
grown to be a rabid soclalistic writer, is
discovered in a restaurant in New York,
He sees here Rachael Gavin, an art stu-
dent, becomes acquainted with her, and
they agree upon a close friendshlp, which
in the e¢yes of the world makes her his
mistress. He does not believe in marriage.
In fact, the keynote of the story Is the be-
lHef of the man, who is socially ostracised
by his birth, that all social laws are wrong,
and his iife proves not only his inability 1o
keep to this belief, but the inability of any
one to live contrary o the social laws of
his time. He leaves his first wife or mis-
tress for another, takes to Ti.li““g quil"‘t
social laws and established customs, and
goes from bhad to worse till he kills a man
ard is imprisoned for manslaughter, After
his release his first wife takes him back
and he dies of consumption. It is a realistic
and possible story, but not a pleasant one.
Cloth, $1.25. Harper & Brothers,

Bnnk_ru—nd MHeart.

In carrying forward their plan of “Con-
temporary Essayists,” Messrs. Harper &
Brothers publish “Dook and Heart,” by
Thomas Wentworth Higginson. It is a col-
lection of essays on social and literary
topics which have appeared from time to
time in the periodicals of the day. They
are discussions in the literary rather than
the strietly eritical vein, treating books and
life of the day In general, in a suggestive
rather than an iconoelastic way. Each
essay Is distinct In itself, and their char-
acter may be inferred from the titles of
some of them, as “The Foe to Eloquence,”
which is a complaint against the newspaper
reporting of speeches on the ground that
the necessity of furnishing papers with an
orator's speech demands preparation  be-
forehand and destroys inspiration and
hence eloquence: “The Problem of Drudg-
ery,” a discussion as to what drudgery
really is. Some of the essays ore very
short, there being thirty-five of them in the
volume, but all are readable.

Literary Landmarks of Rome.

Mr. Laurence Futton has made for him-
self a4 new place in literature by his works
relative to points of literary interest in rep-
resentative cities of the world, as london,
Edinburgh, Jerusalem, Venice and Flor-
ence. The latest addition to the serles s
“Literary Landmarks of Rome.” In this
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It treats in 375 pages more |
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work the author describes not only the hise
toric houses of anclent Rome and the places
where they stood, such ag Clcero’'s house
and where he was assassinated, and the
senate house, where Caesar was killed, but
also some of tiie residonces of men of mod-
ern times that have become famous, such
as the Piazza di Spagna, where Shelley's
h_uune is situated and the house in which
Keats died. The description of Tasso's
garden Is an interesting one, and the aue
thor furthermore speaks of Montalgne's
place of residence in Rome, that of Milton
and of Gray. The details of Keats's und
Shelley's Jife in the Roman « apital are par-
ticularly worth reading. and towards the
close of the book the atuthor has much In-
teresting gossip as to the places of resi-
dence of Americans, such as Constance
I-_enlmc-ru Wceolson. James renimore
LCooper, Motley and Miss Heler Hunt.,
There are also interesting references to the
material from which Hawthorne's “Marble

Faun' was constructed. Harper &
Brothers. -

The Green Book.

Maurus Jokal, the Hungarian novelist,
has added another to the lst of his notable
stories. “The Green Book” turns on the
fortunes of a number of conspirators
against Alexander I of Russia. Pushkin,

the Russian poet, & ‘oved by Zenelda
lUmarine, the prima donna, but as she in
the head of the conspracy and as she los s
hEm. she drives him away in order to save
h_.s life. By order of the Tsar he plights
his troth to Scphie Narishkin, the Tsar's
:lu-gitmu_nu daughter, but when she dies
he murries the 'rincess Bethsaba. a Cir-
cassian hostage. Around this love story
are grouped the conspirate=s., the acis of
the Tear, the tyranny of Araktseieff and
the life of St. Petersburg. These characters
and their environments and Jdoings furnizh
matcrial enongh for a story which shows
thorough acquaintance with Russian lifa
and customs and the hand of a maste: in

E:;wtmcllun- Cloth, $L.35. Harper & Brothe

A Smaller History of Greece,

The first edition of Dr. William Smith's
"Smaller History of Greece" was pub-
lished over thirty vears ago, and it has
become a standard text-book in schools,

Since that time many of the difficult prob-
lems of Greek history have been mlrsd or
made easjer hyl the results of recent ine
and exXcavations, and notab

by the discovery of Aristotlo"s imrmr?a:lx{
treatise on the Constitution of the Athene
Ia}n,ﬂ. In the light of the new knowledge
thus acquired it has been dermed advisable
1o Iiubﬂﬁ.h a new und revised edition of the
work. The plan has not been changed, and
the original work has been considerably
enlarged. Cloth, $1. IHarper & Drothers,

The Voyage of the Rarttlctrap.
“The Rattietran” was a prafrie schooner,
or covered wagon, and the voyage a trip
from a town in Dakota to Deadwood and

back. The vovagers were two youn

and a boy. They have humorous :fd:-no‘;::
tures, finally bringing up nt Deadwood, and
then returning homeward after having
traveled one thousand iniles and having
taken two months in which to do it. In-
cidentally, in the course of the story, the
author, Hayden Carruth, gives much infore

mation of life in Dakota twenty yos
Harper & Brothers. ety youars ago.

Literary Landmarks of Florence.

On the same plan as “Literary Land-
‘rfmrks of Rome.,” by Laurence Hutton, is
Literary Ihndmnrkn of Florence,” by the

same author. In this vork 1

tells his readers of the houses, ?::Iaclgtt:gs
vililas in Florence ihat have been made
-famous by literature or by literary men:
and sometimes of houses that have become
femous from having sheltered men  who
were renowned for othef” reasons—notabi

Amerigo Vespucel. - .
Brothers, - pucel. Cloth, 31 Harper

_*
0ld Dorset.

Under the title, *“Old Dorset,” Robert
Cameren Rogers has taken the traditions
a::tl:l odd characters of a New York country
Village and has brought them ¢t 1 i
half a dozen tales whiclk have a?g.fnggrllll:
for.'ce of realism and the charm of imagina-
tl\“e chnn. Mr. Rogers has the trie story-
teller's art, the power to Invest what would
Seem _to the ordinary observer but com-
mo(;npld.ce happenings with an atmospheres
and perspective that give them a new fne

g;:-::.t_ e book Is published by Putnam's

Publishers’ Notes.

R. H. Russell. 33 Rose street, New Yo

will issue a volume by Richard Hardl?‘g

Davis on “Cuba | k-
tions by Remlngto?-l, War Time.” Illustra-

“A Martyr to Love” s the lead ory
st
in Tales from Town Topics. 1t 'l:g of the
usual Town Topics order and fairly well
written.  The customary number of
sketches and verses is incluged: Town
Topics Publishing Company, New York.

The Maemillan Company anno

" unces a
new volume by Shailer Matthews entit) .
Th‘a Social Teachings of Jesus: An Essay
!n Christian Socfology,” It also announces
4 new book by Mrs. Steel, whose recent
novel Of‘lhi.- Ereat mutiny, “On the Face
of the Waters,” has had such a phenome-
nal success, The new book is a Scotch
story entitled, “In the Tideway."”

Captain Hinde's book on the “Fall of the
Congo Arabs” will be published in New
York by Mr. Thomas Whittaker. The au-
thor was attached to the expedition sent
out by the Belgian government a few vears
since under the command of Baron Dahnis,
and his is the only account thus far pub-
lished of a long conflict that ended in the
complete overthrow of the Mohammedan
power in the Congo bagin. The book is
already in a third edition in London.

G. P. Putham’s Sons have mmplf-led an
arrangement with the city of New York
for printing in their Knickerhocker Press
a limited edition of the “Records of the
City of New Amsterdam.” The set will ba
issued under the editorial supervision of
Mr. Berthold Fernow, and will be com-
prised in six volumes of text and one vol-
ume of index, The records cover the entire
period of the municipal life of New Ame
gterdam during the control of the Hollan-
ders, that iIs to say, from 1652 to 1664,

“General Grant' is the title of a volume
in the Great Commanders Series, which
will be published shortly by D. Appleton
& Co. a author, Gen. James Grant Wil-
son, has had exceptional opportunities for
a knowledge of General Grant's military
career. An a2cquainiance begun at Calro,
in the summer of 1861, was continued for
almost a quarter of a century. In addition
to this, General Wilson has had the advan-
tage of consulting a war diary containing
many interesting conversations and incl-
dents of his service under General Grant
1‘!‘1 the Vicksburg campalgn and in the

Fest.,

Peter F. Collier, New York, publishes
Eben Phillpott's “‘Lyin Prophets,”” the
story of a village maiden who loved an
artist of weak lungs and weaker morais,
The characters are well individualized, and,
barring the occasjonal lapses of the author
into disquisitions on the merits of the
English church, as compared with “rant-
ing Methodism'® and infidelity, the novel is
entertaining. The same firm ualso issuwes
“Dr. Darch’'s Wife.” by Florence Marry-
att. In this case the man s the victim and
marries a lady who happens to bhave an-
other husband all unbeknown to the in
fatuated lover. .

The new series of mlilitary books to be
issued by Kegan Paul Trench, Trubner &
*o.. of London, <ntitled the “Wolseley,"
is to be bhrought out in this country by
Messrs., Charles Scribner’'s Sons. The first
volume. to appear almost lmmﬂ!iatvlg.
will bear the title, “With the Royal Head-
quarters, 1870 to I18TL™ It is a vivid per-
sonal aceount of the experiences of the
staff of the Prussian army during the great
Franco-German war. The second w»lumg
is to ba entitled, “Letters on Strategy.
Among the subsequent volumes will aps
pear one on “Napoleon as i Strategist,
and one on the “Art of War.”" Others also
will follow.

In accordance with the expressed wish
of a large number of teachers of literature,
Houghton, Miffiin & Co. will soon bring out
a students’ edition of Bryant's transiation
of Homer's Iliad at the low price of §,
net (131 pages). No edition of Bryant's
translation has ever before been puhli:ihc-:‘l
at a less price than $2.50. Speaking of Bry-
ant's transiation, the New York Independ-
ent says: “An American may fzirly claim
to have produced the standard English
translation of Homer.” There are pub.
lished by the same house, ul' $1 ecach, ului
dents’ editions of ““Palmer s Transiation o
Homer's Odyssey.” “‘Dodge’s !flf"ij‘-f'.‘:;

riew of Our Civil War. *.md 'lti- har
Grant White's Words and Their Uses.

They Take ithe Money.

Washington Post. ‘

‘henever a New nglan
ta‘ltl't:iei:!mc@ he does so with =& a‘"urlu-d mt‘uo
which tends to impress a political ami-
teur with the notion that the plaece wouid
be much more aceeptable to him I_I’ it
carried no salary attachment, but o cares
ful examination of the records of t!_w l_‘r--.fe‘-
ury Department will show that every man
who has entered the public service fnr-lho
scle purpose of purifyving it took the p..i_n.
to draw every cent of pay to which he wWas
entitled.

Mugwump

Reminded of Dwiggins,

Washington Post.

The faflure of the E, 8. Dean “broker-
age” concern will serve 16 :--;nind il great
many people of Mr. Zdimri Uwiggins, Ine
diana's famous one-night-stand tUnancler,
Yo auey ie, xings part o S8
Argest col o : .
wmred by this swift method of finan




