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Those papers which are using editorial
space in advising ex-Speaker Reed not to
accept the ecandidacy for Vice President
could turn it to better use by devoting it to
interesting miscellany.

Aguinaldo's prediction that he will be in
Manila within twenty days may come true.
He has not yet shown any disposition to
perish on the “‘far-flung battle line,"” conse-
quently he may accept the forced hospi-
tality of Gen. Oti=.

Because a clergyman who has had some
experience says that the presence of war
ships and other evidences of national power
make conditions in benighted lands more
favorable for the work of the missionary,
anti-expansion organs fly into a pet
accuse him of advocating a “Catlingized
Christianity.”

and

The managers of the Jeffersonian dollar
dinner in New York are bragging loudly of
how much the guests are to get for their
money. If it is a mere feed they are alter,
and not a flow of soul—and free silver poli-
tics—why not have a barbecue after the
Kentucky and Shelbyville (Ind.)) fashlon?
The guests could get more to eat for even
Jess money.

The Aguinaldo organs remind the Ameri-
can people every day that our army can-
not expect to subdue their favorite because
the Spanish have not been able to bring the
Fillpinos under subjection in one hundred
years. They are making the same mistake
as thelr George Washington of the FPhilip-
pines by putting American soldiers and lead-
ers on a level with Spanish troops and offi-

cers.

The whites in Little River county, Arkan-
gas, are said to regard the verdict of the
coroner’s jury to the effect that the lynched
negroeg ““died from natural causes or were
frozen to death™ as a fine joke. It may be
such jo that country, but in time the people
who lﬂlsh at oath-breaking by a coroner's
Jury will find that other jurors will fall into
the habit of violating ocaths when it will not
be so funny.

One Major Lamar Fontaine has discovered
the ruins of a prehistoric city in Arkan-
gas which was thirty-five miles long and
twenty-five miles wide, and which in fis
palmy days had a population of not less
than 11,000,000 people, but the probability is
that the Imagination of Major Fontaine has
been unduly developed like that of Chair-
man Jones, who halls from that State, by
a too close adhesion to the follies of 16 to L

Those newspapers which are disposed to
rafse n wall over the cruise of the secretary
of war on a government ship to Cuban ports
should find consclation in the announcement
that Mr. Alger =sails on a ship which is dis-
tributing supplies and that he pays the cost
of entertaining his companions, whom he
regards as his guests, If this is the “Alger-
fne” method it s an improvement over
that of the members of previous Cabinets
when on what are called junkels.

The Wisconsin Legislature has passed a
bill designed to put an end to the evil of
runaway marriages. It provides that five
days must elapse between the taking out
of the Yicense and the marriage ceremony,
and that during that time the license must
be kept on file and recorded by the register
of deeds of the county where the parties or

not reside in the State, in_the county where
the ceremony is to take place. Such a law
in every State would put an end to the evils
which come from a large part of hasty and
clandestine marriages.

Members of the Legislature and others
who assisted in procuring the passage of
the new local government reform laws have
reason to feel gratified that their work s
already receiving recognition. FProf. How-
ard, of Stanford University, a letter from
whem is printed in this issue of the Jourral,
s the highest authority on the subject In
the United States, and his suggestion that
the new reform measures be siyled the In-
diana plan is likely to be adopted, It is a
good thing for the State to have it adver-
tised In connection with reformatory and
Pprogressive movements,

The news from Manila indicates important
movements and severe fighting yesterday.

. As the movement on the part of our forces

was general and after full preparation, it

~ was probably intended to deliver a crush-

ing blow to the insurgents. The latter
fought with a kind of savage desperation,
but they could not withstand the splendid
bravery ard Impetuous advance of our
troops, who seem to have carried every-
thing before them. The loss of life is to be
regretied, but that is & necessary incident
of war, and as peace and stable government
in the Philippines can only be had by war

' ﬁ. harder the fighting is forced the better.

| Philade’ 4ia has been talking for a good

~ many years about establishing a new water
- mo but, though compilaints of the
. Schuylkill water were loud, and everybody
- who used it it was unfit to drink,

: 5 there Is a typhold

B | e

#0 well known and might be so
guarded against, that city officlals on whom
rests the responsibility of protecting the
public cannot be held eriminally lHable for
neglect of duty. In time, perhaps, this will
be possible. In connection with this Phila-
delphia fever scare it is a curious fact that
the weekly death report of that city shows
a greater number of deaths from consump-
tion and kindred digeases than from typhoid
fever, yet there is no indication that the
people there are at all concerned about the
prevalence of those maladies, Consumption
can be prevented, too, medical sclentists
say, but the public still persists in regarding
it as a “visitation of God” and takes no
pains to check its ravages. Perhaps the
doing away with this modern scourge will
be one of the accomplishments of the twen-
tieth century.

OT'R DUTY IN THE PHILIPPINES,

The New York Evening Post has devoted
much of its editorial space within the past
few months to abuse of the McKinley ad-
mlnlhrnllmx for its course in retaining pos-
session of the Philippines and to the asser-
tion that the Filipinos are even more ca-
pable of self-government than are Ameri-
can®. Either the editor is off duty tempo-
rarily or the different departments of the
paper fail to pull together, for a letter from
a# Manila correspondent which knocks the

undation from under all its arguments
finds place In its columns. This writer ex-
plains that after a week of fighting he Is
e.abled to complete his diagnosis of the
Fillpino character, which he had previously
studied through six months of peace and
preparation for war., He finds the Filipinos
very deceptive In an intellectual way, being
quick of apprehension, even precocious in
childhood and youth, but not capable of
deep cogitation or continued logical thought.
“Such a thing as acting upon scttled con-
clugions from logical deductions is not pos-
sible to them,"” he savs. All the leaders in
the movement for independence are young
men scarcely past their majority, and many
of Aguinaldo’s generals and lesser officers
would still be high-school students in this
country. There are no wise heads among
them to give them pause. “This absence of
mature years in thelr counsels g not due,”
says the corresnondent, “to a wise resolve
of the older men to hold aloof from the
revolutionary movement, but to the utter
absence of wise old men. There seems to
be a rapid decadence of intellect among
them. The mental alertness of youth is
gradually conquered by the instinet of in-
dolence, until, when middle age i9 reached,
ambition is extinct, the fires of youth have
burned out, and there is only left a man
satistied to eat and sleep until such time as
death may claim him.”

Treachery is a universal trait.
pino,™

“The Fili-
the writer continues, “is by inher-
itance servile, treacherous, posses=ed of low
cunning, and entirely devoid of the sturdy
manhood of the Anglo-Saxon. In power he
is a tyrant. To one stronger than himself
he is a cringing slave. He recognizes the
gtrong hand of authority, but not the voice
of reason. His instinets in war are those
of the assassin."”” Cruelty is another of his
instinets. “He abuses his animals and has
the Indian’s pleasure in the mutilation of
his enemies.”

There is a good deal more to the same
effect, and the letter concludes with this
paragraph: “Whether a people such a= this
could conduet a republican form of govern-
ment successfully, guarantee to all citizens
thelr rights of person and property, respect
the laws they themselves enacted and give
loyal support to their own government, are
questions it scarcely seems necessary to
ask."”

It is not necessary to ask and has not
been asked by anvone familiar with the
conditions. Omnly ill-informed persons and
papers antagonistic to the administration
have assumed that the Filipinos were ca-
pable of self-government. It may be that
in thus printing the truth corcerning them
the Post wished only to show thelr unfitness
to be American citizens in the sense of hav-
ing a voice in their own government, but in
so doing It proves too much. It shows the
unsoundness of its own argument that our
government should abandon the i=slands and
leave the people to their own devices. Un-
der Spanish rule natives attained a degree
of civilization, but with the traits they pos-
sess and with all outside influences and re-
straints removed they would soon revert to
savagery. The United States will not make
citizens of them, but it will hold them un-
der Its control; to do less would be to fail
in its duty to the world.

UNITED STATES PRISONS,

(Congress at its last session made an ap-
propriation for the construction of a federal
prison at Atlanta, Ga., and a representative
of the government is now there for the pur-
pose of selecting a site for it. 1t is some-
what remarkable that the United BStates
government should have allowed more than
a century to elapse without establishing a
prison for its civil convicts. The only prison

| it has is the military prison at Fort Leaven-
the bride resides, or, In ease the parties do

worth, Kansas., It has several jails at mil-
itary posts, all of which are =aid to be in
wretched condition, but no other prison.
Persons convicted for offenses under United
States laws, as for robbing mails, violating
postal laws, violating internal revenue laws,
counterfeiting, ete., are sent to various
state prisone. This, however, is only done
by consent of the States and as a matter
of comity on their part, and has never
worked altogether satisfactorily. With the
growth of population and consequent in-
crease In the number of crimes against
United States laws it has become necessary
to have a national prison for that class of
convicts, and it will be located at Atlanta.
The establishment of this prison will still
leave the federal government without any
prison for women. The practice regarding
thi=s class of convicts has been the same as
with male convicts, namely, to send them
to state prisons. But there are obvious ob-
jections to this plan, The national govern-
ment should not put itself in the boslt!on
of asking favors of this kind from  the
States, even though It pays its prisoners’
board. Besides,sonly a few States have
separate prisons for women, and the na-
tional government should not send its
women convicts to male prisons. As a mat-
ter of fact, however, it does, There are
now seven United States prisoners in the
woman's prison in this city, five from Ken-
tucky and two from this State. The United
States government pays 40 cents a day for
the board and clothing of ecach of thm.
prisoners. They cannot be required to work
as other prisoners are, and this makes them
rather a demoralizing element. Moreover,
the Indiana Prison for Women s now
crowded to its utmost capacity, so that the
managers have decided to decline any more
United States prisoners. They have even
declined to receive any more such prisoners

Atlanta, why should not a new one for
women be located at Indianapolis? Buch an
Institution would be unigue among govern-
ment establishments and could be made a
credit and an advertisement for the city.
Our sgenators and representatives might
make a move in the matter.

THE NEW STREET-RAILWAY SCHEME
IN DETROIT.

The public has heard so much of the per-
fect system of street-rallways which Gov-
ernor Pingree secured for the city of Detrolt
while he was mayor that there will be
much surprise to learn that this perfection
of rapid and cheap transit is so unsatisfac-
tory that the Pingree interest in Detroit,
and Tom Johnson and other capitalists in-
téerested In the Detroit system, have hur-
ried a biil through the Legislature which
empowers the City Council to purchase and
operate the street railways., It s well
known in Detroit that Governor Pingree, in
his efforts to force the street-railway com-
panies to accept lower fares, was over-
reached and beaten by Tom Johnson and
other capitalists. All the properties being
bonded for $12,000,000, which, the Free Press
says, is twice their value, it is very natural
that Mr. Johnson and his assoclates should
be delighted to unload the obligation upon
the people of Detroit. It is now asserted
by the Free Press and other Detroit papers
that the street-railway representatives, with
whom Governor Pingree fought all the
vears he was mayor, and by whom he was
finally overreached, went to the Governor
and represented to him that it was a golden
opportunity for him to carry a bill through
the Legislature authorizing the city of De-
troit, through its Councll rather than by a
vote of its people, to purchasa the street-
railway properties of the companlies, to the
end that the theory of municipal owner-
ship of street railways may be put into suc-
cessful operation. The blandishments of
guch practical reformers as“Tom L. Johnson
could not be resisted by the ambitious but
vain Pingree, and he joined his old enemies
to push the bill :nu}-l-;rlz!né the city pur-
chase through the legislature. The Pin-
gree following in and out of the Legislature
was in Lansing, and =0 promptly did it do
its bidding that, while the Detroit delega-
tion was hastening to Lansing to oppose the
measure, it was ecrowded through the Sen-
ate under the spur of the previous question
after having passed the House,

The bill in question could not, in the na-
ture of things, be mandatory, but it con-
fers power upon the Common Council to
make the purchase any time within tweniy
years. The present Council is said to be
hostile, but the next may not be. The
features of the bill which Tom Johnson and
Governor Pingree have advocated, as stated
by the man employed to prepare it for the
legislative committee, is as follows:

This bill as passed authorizes the city to
buy the franchi=zes, property and assets of
the street-railway company. We will ac-
quire these rights subject to the incums-
brances which are now upon the property
of the company. These obligations are un-
derstood to be bonds aggregating about
$£12,000,000. It is a matter of public history
that from 132 on the raillway companies
have issued bonds to pay for all the equip-
ment which has been put upon our streeis,
and that none of these bonds have been re-
tired; also, that bonds have been issued by
the present company to pay for the fran-
chises of the old company. In other words,
the city must be obligated to pay not only
for the present equipment and for every
horse car and strap rail that has ever been
placed upon our streets, but also to pay
several million deliars for the franchises,
which we gave away.

This seems to be the outcome of Governor
Pingree's much-heralded efforts to secure
the people of Detroit cheap street-railway
transportation. The bill has been carried
through a Legislature which has responded
to all of Governor Pingree's demands re-
garding corporations and taxation. The
official who assails corporations has been
induced by the street-railway corporations
of Detroit to give his influence to pass a
proposition which, if a City Couneil can be
found to approve it, will compel the people
to pay those companies twice or three
times the value of their property.

WOMAN'S SENSE OF HUMOR,

The Journal has always declined to ac-
cept that popular dictum which denies to
woman the possession of a sense of humor.
It has held firmly to the faith that she has
a sense of humor, and has been ready with
illustrations to prove its point. It confesses,
however, that at times its convictions on
this subject grow weak and it is assailed
with doubts. This is one of the times, The
behavior of the W. C. T. U. of Detroit is
the cause of this wavering faith. The W. C.
T. U. of that interesting clity celebrated
what the members called their sllver anni-
versary on Thursday, it having been twenty-
five years since their work of driving the
demon rum off the face of the earth be-
gan there. They met in a public hall early
in the morning and held all-day meetings
of the usual sort, in which *“papers"” on
temperance topics, intermingled with pray-
ers and religlous songs, were the chief fea-
tures. In the evening they gave a musical
and literary entertainment. Of the charac-
ter of this entertainment the Journal cannot
speak; the singular decoration of the hall
is what comes near undermining its belief
in woman's ability to recognize a funny
thing when she sees it. According to the
description of the room as given by truth-
ful Detroit papers, it must have presented
a giddy appearance. Pictures of girls in
tichts and of women in low-necked dresses
adorned the walls. A *roll of crime,"” made
up of clippings from Detroit newspapers
pasted on heavy brown paper, flve columns
wide and ninety-three feet long, was draped
over the pictures and statuary on the four
sides of the rocom. A life-size picture cf
the mayor of the city, who seems to be
non persona grata to the ladies of the or-
ganization, occupled a prominent place on
the scroll. By his side was a clipping say-
ing that the naughty sights of the Capitol-
square Theater could not be allowed to ex-
ist longer and that the place must be closed
up. Evidently this was not the mayor's
saying, for remarks by some of the speak-
ers of the day give the impression that he Is
not closing up the naughty places. On the
other side of the clipping was a view rep-
resenting a party of Detroit's city fathers
seated in the bald-headed man's row and
craning their necks in the direction of a
pen-and-ink stage whereon danced a maid
sttired in tights. But, according to the re-
porter, that wasn't all, The account goes ¢n

thus:

The roll told of how John Smith, full of
¢ balls,” cocktails and other drinks,
was hit a street car and malmed for life:
how Jim White, as a result of a protracted
skate. lay at one of the ¢ity h tals fond-
Iy believing that snakes, teads and other
reptiles were encircling his legs; and how
Samuel Jones stood on the corner one mid-
right wrapped only in an Indian blanket,
appea to the sacred shades of his an-
cestors thi the stars and later was hur-
ried In a patrol wagon to the Wood
street sta to consult Police Justice Whe-
lan in the ng. Scattered about here
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One reader of a “paper” alluded to this
roil. saying it “told of loving wives mur-
dervd, of innocent girlhood assaulted, of
men and boys ruined, of saloon keepers
‘gtowing rich and prosperous, of brewers
gloating over their increased gains, and of
Christian men and women paralyzed at the
increase of strong drink.” This gathering,
let it not be forgotten, was in celebration
of the close of twenty-five years of labor
against all the evils suggested by the pic-
tures, the “ads" and the papers; It was not
the beginning of a movement against them.
Could not the ladies have produced some
'evldcnca that their twenty-five years of ef-
fort had not been in vain?  Could they not
find one reformed drunkard in all Detroit?
Wasn't there a reverse side to the shield?
Was there really nothing worth celebrating?
There must have been, because no one ac-
quainted with the energy of the W. C. T. U,
will belleve that it has accomplished noth-
ing In a quarter of a century, even in so
hopeless and hardened a city as the metrop-
olis of Michigan. RBut no one could ever
have suspected a reform from the look of
that hall. Can it be that only the wicked
see any joy in life up there, and that the
W. C. T. U. moves in such an atmosphere
of beer and high balls that it is only itself
when their symbols are all about? It should
cheer up and take a fresh start.

Every one who is accustomed to driving
on country roads has some time or other
encountered the disobiiging man who holds
his team stubbornly in the middle of a nar-
row track, and, however slow he may be
going, will not turn out an inch to permit
an impatient traveler behind him to pass.
Such persons are great trials to patience,
but so accustomed s the American public
to “putting up with” abuses which might
be remedied that it is the custom for the
vietim to do nothing more than to use
strong language. A New York man, how-
ever, recently appealed to the law, and the
court holds that the driver ahead not only
must not obstruct the highway by slow
driving or otherwise, but that he must make
way, where it is practicable, for the man be-
hind, and that if an accident should result
from iulerference he (the obstructor) must
pay all damages, As showing how the rula
of courtesy—or the lack of it--has prevafled
instead of a fixed “law of the road,” the
court says in its opinion that the only case
bearing on the subject which eould be found
in the law reports Is a Pennsylvania case
¢ixty years old. 1t would be well if all the
surly, cross-grained drivers who make it a
point to inconvenience those hehind could
he made to understand that a legal penalty
might be exacted of them.

Prominent colored men in the South have
written to members of the administration,
calling upon it to take some action to put
an end to the swindling scheme of securing
contributions from colored men to promote
the passage of a bill pensioning ex-slaves,
It is said that those who are in the move-
ment have collected thousands of dollars
from poor and ignorant men upon the assur-
ance that every ex-slave will be pensioned.
Some of those who are urging the scheme
may be sincere, but there is not the slight-
est probability that any measure of the kind
will become a law,

BUBBLES IN THE AIR,

Home Traits.
“Isn’t your husband a bit dyspeptic?”
“I rather think he is: I know he always
disagrees with his meals.”

For the First Three Yearas.
“TI try to be a good, law-abiding citizen,
but sometimes I think I was born an An-
archist.”

“Huh! So is everybody, for that matter.”

A True Histrion.

The Soubrette—8ay, I've walked this road
before. We can make a short-cut that will
gave us at least three miles of tie-counting,

Barnes Tormer—Neverrr! Too long have
I struggled to uphold the dignity of the pro-
fesslon to depart from my custom of always
following the lines as laid down.

Making n Bluff.

“What do you want?” sharply asked the
lady of the house as a stranger walked
around to the back door ¢f the house.

“Nothing at all, ma'am,"” suavely replied
the stranger, bowing. “I was just making
& biuff. 1 got put off a street car, and the
conductor stood on the platform grinning
at me, s0 I just walked Into the nearest
yard to make him think I had reached my
destination. His old flat-wheel ice wagon

has gone on now, and, with many thanks to
You, I shall depart.”

Mr. W. 1. Alden, the London literary cor-
respondent of the New York Times, who was
quoted in last Sunday's Journal as wonder-
Ing how Robert Browning could have mar-
ried Eiizabeth Barrett, an invalld and his
intellectual inferior, has received an access
of information. He has read the Browning
love letters and is frank enough to acknowl-
edge that they show Mrs. Browning to him
in a new light. He says:

The Jetters explain the mystery. There
is nml‘\mg hysterical in them. They contain
none of the striving after extravagant ex-
pression that marred her poetry. They are
the letters of a wonderfully clear-headed
woman, and the tender beauty of many of
them infinitely surpasses anything of the
sort that can be found in her published

works, Browning was quite right to look
up to the woman who wrote these letters.
They are better even than the Portuguese
sonnets. Alone they are sufficient to give
her a place in literature. There are few
persons who would not prefer to be known
as the writer of Mrs. Browning's letters
rather than as the author of *“Aurora
Leigh”

Now, if Mr. Alden will read Mrs. Brown-
ing's poems he will perhaps find more In
them to admire than he bhad suspected.
Even “Aurora Ieigh,” though it has its
hysterical features, has also passages that
are not only beautiful, but, to one who
comes to them without prejudice, truly
great. 1t is the fashion eof late to belittle
Mrs. Browning's verse in exact proportion
as Robert Browning's utterances are pralsed.
It is not necessary to compare thelr work;
it Is unfair to set the work of any poet
over against that of another, since no two
have like visions and in no wise come in
conflict. It would be nearer the just esti-
mate to ascribe to her more merit than
Is commonly granted and to give a trifle
less adulation to him. It is probably true,
however, that Mrs. Browning is what might
be called a woman's poet, owing to the re-
iigious undercurrent discernible in her best
writings—a characteristic not likely to at-
tract the average male reader. 1f the
rather doubtful undertaking of publishing
these love letters shall result in establishing
her in her proper place in the literary world
the venture will no longer remain doubtful,
but will have served a good purpose,

The Journal does not, at this moment, re-
call the character of the national crstume
of the Koreans, but has no hesitation in
saying that the Emperor, In adopting the
American style of clothing, has not im-
proved his appearance. The costume com-
mon to clvilized man may be comfortable,
but it is far from beautiful. 2

Over $1,000000 in cash was divided on Fri-

day among less than a dozen men of Jeffer-
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trust at 160, taking 40 per cent. in sto d
the remainder in cash. The capital of the old
company consisted of §800,000 preferred stock,
00000 of common and about $H30N In
bonds, all of which was sold on the 18

basis.

The dramatic critic of the New York Post,
in speaking of a certain theatrical performs-
ance, says: *“It was immensely amusing
even to a person endowed with brains™ It
is hardly necessary to add that the play
was not a “go" in New York.

An international congress of writers will
meet at Rome, this spring. The Western
Association will not go to Rome, but what's
the matter with Warsaw? !

The (:naln trouble in Southern race trou-

bles seems to be that the negroes cannot
run fast enough.

LITERARY NOTES,

———

It is understood that Dr. A. Conan
Doyle’s new novel, “A Duet with an Ocea-

sional Chorus,” is to appear in book form
at first, and thus avoid the loss of any of
its freshness through serial publication.

Professor William James, of Harvard, be-
lieves that American men and women live

too strenuously, and he has written for
Scribner, in an article called **The Gospel
of Relaxation,”” a plea for the conservation
of energy.

8. R. Crockett recently underwent a pain-
ful surgical operation, from which he is

rapidly recovering. His literary labors
seem not to suffer from his illness, for the
number of his serials running in the mag-
azines has been increased from three to
{ou;.ewhich if not a “record,"” at least ought
o

Jules Verne says that his “Tour of the
World in Eighty Days” has been worth
$2,000,0 to the Paris theaters. He got the

notion on which the book is based in scan-
ning a newspaper one day. Verne, like
Charles Reade and Sala,
newspapers, yellow books, reports, and so
forth, for his =ubjects, and he is a member
of the learned societies.

The Literary World thinks that if confes-
sion is good for the =soul in proportion to its
honesty the benetit to Mr. Elbert Hub-
bard’s must be astonishingly great. He tells
Book News that he wrote “Littie Journeys
to the Homes of American Statesmen be-
cause he was out ot a job, and G. P. Put-
nam’s Sons, thinking the book would sell,
gave him 2.7 a day to do the work.” The

pleasant audacity of the statement is not
uncharacteristic of its author.

Some years ago Rev. Mr, Sheldon, of To-
peka, Kan., made the odd cxperiment of
writing a serial sociallstic novel called “In
His Steps,” which he delivered in hie church
in weekly instalments in place of sermons,
It “took.” and he published it in book
form. It was rather overlooked in this
country, but now it is meeting with an
extraordinary. if belated, success in Eng-
land. There have been seventeen editions,
of which eleven appeared in a week, anmd
secular and religious publishers compete

ed in England. It i1s estimated that one
million copies have been =oid. The novel
describes the extraordinary effect produced
by a few leading men in a Western city,
who simply undertake to follow in the steps
of Christ.

A new terror of the literary life is re-
ported from England. The editor of a three-
penny magazine has forwarded to such men
of letters as he considers eminent or amiable
enough for his purpose a pudding basin full
of gelatinous matter, with the request that
they will have it warmed, press their feet
well into it and send it back. This pleasing
performance is to the end that the intelli-
gent readers of the three-penny magazine
may be able to consider whether cach writ-
er has the sort of fool that would be ex-
pected from a perusal of his works or
whether the works of a man with a foot
like that seem likely to be worth reading.
It is rumored that one man of letters fa-
vored with this delicate attention sent back
the ba<in of gelatinous matter to the editor
with the request that he press his head well
into it.

Mre. A. D. T. Whitney, author of “Faith
Gartney’'s Girlhood,” “The Gayworthys"
and other books popular a generatlon ago, is
living in a suburb of Boston., One who has
lately visited her says: “Although she is
now a little past seventy-five, it is not flat-
tery to say that she looks much younger
than her years. Her blue eve is bright, her
hair is not wholly gray, and her figure,
though slight, does not lack vigor. In her
widow’s black, with small and becoming
cap, she has a graceful dignity of manner,
which, added to a certain nervous force,
charms all who meet her. With her son and
his children living next door to her, with
her daughter and her children not so very
far away, Mrs. Whitney in her pretty cot-
tage is, indeed, happy. Her interest in all
the topics of the (me—literary, political
and religious—is keepner than that of many
a woman iifty years her junior. In conversa-
tion she is as witty and original as in her
printed works., She is busy now—her many

admirers will be glad to know—on a new
book."

Frank Norris, author of *“Moran of the
Lady Betty"” and the later much-talked-of
“McTeague,” was born in Chicago, and, as
a young boy, he went with his family to live
In San Francisco. Ten years ago, when
about eighteen, he went to Paris and

studled for a year at Julian's. He gave up
the idea of becoming a painter, however,
and he studied for a time at the University
of California and for one vear at Harvard,
entering with the class of "9, It was at
Harvard that he began “McTeague,” writ-
Ing it, oddly enough, as a short theme in
the composition course conducted by Pro-
fessor Gates, to whom the book is dedicated.
Two wvears ago, after his return to San
Francisco, and after a period of service on
the Chronicle there, he decided to make a
book of the sketch. *“*Moran of the Lady
Betty,” though published first, was written
after “McTeague.” For a time Mr. Norris
served as one of the editors of the San
Francisco Wave, coming to New York about
a year ago at the invitation of the Double-
day & McClure Company to take a position
on their staff,

ABOUT PRLOPLE AND THINGS.

It is sald that Nelson Morris, the packer,

can tell by the taste of a steak or a rogst
of beef whether the steer came from Texas
or from Montana.

Miss Klingsley, the explorer and traveler,
was once the recipient of an embarrassing
present—namely, three hundred husbands,
the gift of a savage chief.

Gen. Guy V. Henry, Governor General of
Porto Rico, was born in an army wagon
at Fort Smith, I. T., where his father, Maj.
William 8. Henry, was then stationed.

Though the name of Collis P. Huntington
is generally connected with railways. Me

Huntington owns more coal miges than any
Om?c-l man in the United States, if not in the
world.

Mrs. Rudyard Kipling usually acts as her
husband's secretary, and her duties, she de-
clares, are the reverse of light, for Kipling
seldom ignores a letter, however unwarrant-
ed it may be.

The late Joseph Medill, of the Chicago
Tribune, was one of the wealthiest editors
this coumntry has ever known. Ten years
ago the annual net earnings of the paper
were §275,000 a year; now they are $400,000,

An Italian medical journal states, accord-
ing to the New York Medical Journal, that

while water will not quench the flame of
burning petroleum in a limited space, milk
accomplishes the object by forming an emul-
sion with the oil, disturbing its cohesion,
and thus attenuating the combustible ele-
ment.

Miss Jane Barlow tells a story of the
late James Payne's puzzling handwriting.
She sent a poem to him when he was editor

of Cornhill, and was dreadfully vexed upon
receiving a postcard from Mr. Payne, which
she interpreted to say: “l1 have no use for
silly verses.” The message turned out to
be, “1 hope (o use your pretty verses."

The mayor of Atchison has officlally noti-
fied the citizens that he wants everybody
to take a course of the eider-vinegar treat-
ment for the prevention of smallpox. This
NIt Is xpaciod 1o tuks & Aubicosoiint
patient ex o a espoonfu
of vinegar three times a day. The mayor
is backed by the city physiclan, who de-
clares that it is the best preventive known.

Despite the stories circulated to the effect
that Mrs. Willilam C. Whitney was about to
be removed to New York, she is stll at

reliece much on |

.

¥ ‘-'.-_ (s b _I‘: ‘.' mu‘
' lawyers, but what wou!d“lt“uul'!""
“About §70,000, paﬂm&- more, Would
$100.00 30?7’ “Yes" ““Well, I'm &:nr man.
And next day Mr. Austin sent check.

Among the reforms which are to be in-
troduced into the London telephone service
when the postoffice takes control of it is
the Swiss svstem of charging. which will

reduce the average cost to the user by half.
In Switzerland the subscriber pays $20 the
first year. $14 the second, and afrer that 3_&
a year. The charge for calis s ant a
call, subseribers and public paying t~ same
fixed toll, which Is charged to the ‘ller,
and not to the person called, Messages cal
be sent by nonsubscribers and deliverea 9
nonsubscribers by express messengers.

§
by
'

The mad March wind clasps dainty Prue,
1t whirls her In its clutch;
But as her boots and skirts are new
She does not mind it much.
—Chicago Record.
How crazed he looks. how tempest-tossed!
A sign, 'tis said, he's loved and lost.
And yet I'll bet, sixteen to one,
It's all because he's loved and won.

—Judge.

NEW INVENTIONS,

For use on cigar boxes a box ild and lag
support iz formed of a piece of metal bent

to clamp the end of the box close to the 1id,
with an extension bent at right angles, to
engage the cover when open and hold a
price ticket.

In a new toy dart for children a double-
pointed tip is used, the latter being screw-
threaded, with one end blunt and the other
sharp, in order that the dart may be use_d
in the house without injury to persons or
the building.

Stamps can be earried in the pocket by the
use of a handy receptacle, consisting of a
flat piece of metal with one end bent double
to hold a flexible strip of material to clamp
the stamps, with a spring cover which closes
over the outside.

Unwholesome water ig purified by a New
Yorker's patent, consisting of introducing
sodie chloride and sulphate of alumina in
sufficient quantities to precipitate the im-
purities, after which the water is drawn off
from the deposit,

Playing cards are held in a visible position
by a German's device, consisting of a fan-

shaped frame with spring fingers on its face

which press on the edges of the cards ar-
ranged radically from the center of the bot-
tom of the holder.

To measure bolts of cloth

wound from cne roll to another, an auto-
matic device is formed of a roller hﬂlc.l he-
tween two arms to rest on the bolt as it re-
volves, moving a graduated disk forward
one notch at each revolution.

In a new safety pin, degigned by a Cana-
dian woman, the pin portion will not puall
out under a strain, having the point forme«l
with a small arrow-head, which enters the

as they are

' cloth easily, but will not pull out of the end |

of the clasp when once closed.

A New Yorker has designed an improved |

bicyele =addle, in whieh a flat spring bar is
clamped in a vertical position on the past,

0 _ { with an independent cireular pad mounted
vigorously, for the book was not copyright- i at euch end of the bar, the pads being ad-

justable to form a seat fitting any rider.
Druggists will appreciate a new
forceps, formed of a single piece of wirs

bent into a double coil at the center, the
ends being covered with rubber and curved
to fit the neck of & bottle, thus preventing

the spilling of acids on the hands in filling. |

A combined spigot and bung borer has
been patented by a Virgintan for vse in bar-
rels, a spigot of ordinary shape having an
auger fixed on the end which enters the
barrel, allowing the hole to be instantly
closed with the ‘sucet without removing the
borer. 2

Wagons will run much easier if fitted with
a new running gear, the axle belng divided

at the center and rigidly fixed to each wheel, |
| with a =leeve at #ach end of the beam in
' which the axle revolves, the inner end being
| formed into a ball,

resting in a4 round
pocket.,

Towels are securely suspended by a new
wire device, formed of a ring with

in one side, a button being attached to a
short chain to rest in the loop after being

s covered with one thickness of the towel, the

weight of the latter holding it tight in the
clamp.

The tops of buggies are previnted from
excessive shaking on rough roads by a pair
of spiral springs attached to the axle at one
end and extending upward to engage the
plvotal bar of the ghifting top, allowing a
sufficient amount of play to make the wagon
ride easy.

A locking device to prevent the detach-
ment of gas and other meters from their
connecting pipes is formed of a yoke having
its interior fitted to the shape of the collar
which connects the pipe and meter, the yoke
slipping over the collar and being fastened
with a padlock.

A handy pocket cash register has four
openings in a circular plate forming the
face of the register, with four di=scs pivoted
inzide to be revolved in either direction, in-
dicating the amount of money on hand by
numbers on the faces registering with the
openings in front.

To prevent the point of a plow pulling out
of the soil a low line of draft is secured by
a new attachment, having an axle with

| small wheels connected to the plow heam,

with a chain running to the top of the
share, the team being hitched to the axle
instead of to the beam.

Revolvers are automatically reloaded by
the use of an Englishman's device, having
a long tube divided into longitudinal cham-
bers, to correspond with the chambers in
the revolver, the compartments being filled
with cartridges, which are forced by springs
into the revolver cylinder.

A new folding gate for use on private
driveways has a series of pickets formed
into lazy-tongs, attached to a post on one
silde of the road, with a lever pivoted at the
top of the post and extending out within
reach of a person in a buggy, to operate the
gate without dismounting,

Frames for awnings are made adjustable
by an Ohloan's patent, the horizontal front
and top rods being double, with telescoping

rs, which allow them to be spread out
to fit the window to which they are at-
tached, the cloth being also divided and
lapped to open with the frame,

A Kentuckian has designed a window
which can be raised and lowered in the

frame or tilted into a horizontal position. a
skeleton frame being inserted in place of the
usual window, with the latter =uspended by
two pivots at the sides to tilt within the
frame or move vertically with it

In an improved pocket-guard a curved
plate is fixed at the opening, with a flat
metal strip connecting the ends, the inner
face of the curved plate having a lining of
rubber studs, which extend out toward the
opposite side of the guard and make it Jdif-
ficult to insert or withdraw the hand.

An Ohloan has patented a graduated
cheese-cutting scale to secure accuracy in

cutting, the cheese being mounted on a
revolving platform, with a knife suspended
in a slotted frame on one s=ide to cut the
amount desired after the cheese has been
turned around to the proper gradation,

Windows are securely held in any desired
position by an improved lock, composed of
a casing sunk into the side of the window
frame, with two wheels journaled on a ver-
tical bar inside the casing, the bar being
suspended on a thumb-screw to be forced
against the sash by turning the screw.

In a new combined mud-guard and sup-

rort for bicycles a stiff wire frame is
hinged to the crown of the front fork, ex-
tending down to the crank-hanger. It is
covered with fabric, to protect the rider
when mounted, and the lower end swings
down to the ground to form the support.
An Insulating caster has been patented
for use on tables containing electrical ap-
paratus, the wheel of the caster being of
glass or other nonconducting material, with
a wire bali pivoted on the forks of the cas-

ter to be tilted down against a contact plate
on the floor when the current is wanted.

A handy spray apparatus for distributing
insect exterminators to bushes and plants

is formed of a covered pail, having the bail
hollow on one side and connected with a
rubber bulb in the handle, the latter heing
squeezed to compress air inside the pall and
force the liquid through the spray nozzle.

Cigarette packages are provided with
matches in a Massachusetts man's inven-

tion, a sheet of stiff pa beinq ¢

narro:rd' s{;l‘pu. wltht m:t“f:g&:l.:uds orggdmé:

one & opposite the

bent under the lid of theohu ul:.g:lruml?l‘i
box is opened.

matches into view when the
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plvots on two of the frame
an inner frame, inside of which :ﬂm

pivoted to tiit at right angles with the inner
frame,

In place of the usual fan-wheel, a new
windmill Is provided with four hollow cones
carried by arms sxtended horizontally from
the centrzl shaft, the cones being set to
catch the wind on one side and revolve
against it on the other, making it ready for

use without waiting for it to swing arou
into the wind. ¢ s
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SHREDS AND PATCHES,

man who doesn’t

The agree with your
methods i= a theorist. —Penny Magazine.
If faith did not piece out reason many

more men would commit sulclde.—Penny
Magazine,

The misfortunes hardest to bear are those

which our Kinfolks have prophesied. —Chi-
cago Record

There is a vast difference between speak-

ing “"one 1o another”™ and one about another.
—Ram’'s Horn.

The pleasure to be had out of making a
fool of oneself is a4t best but momentary.
—iMrs. Merington.

The far-seeing man usvally sees so much
that he is too timid to undertake anything.
—Penny Magazine.

You never know how much veneer there
fs on a man till yvou see how he lives at
home.—Detroit Free Press,

The best definition of a lady Is one who
always remambers others and never forgets
herself.—Philadelphia Times.

We exaggerate misfortune and happinesa
alike. We are never either so wretched or
=0 happy as we say we are—Balzac,

When a woman sgits in church with a sad,
far-away look in her eyes she isn't always
thinking about heaven.—The Bachelor.

It iz not always safe to conclude that be-
cause your neighbor leaves his henhouse un-
locked you may do the same.—Detroit Free
Press,

We postpone work until to-morrow know-
ing that in the interval we shall probably
what we intended to do.—Emma
Carleton.

There 1=
both sides,
matier is
Transcript,

The darkest hour in the history of any
voung man is when he sits down to study
how to get money without honestly earning
it.—Horace GQreeley.

While I am thanking the Lord for resculng
me from the man I used to love it may be
that ho is giving thanks for being rescucd
from me.—The Old Maid.

OUR EARLIEST SPRING BIRD.

always something to be sald on

except the paper upon which
written for the press.—Boston

Hix Song Is Associnted with the Open.

i particularly melodious,
bottle |

| Portis

' flung from some

& Joop | utive

ing of the Sugar Camp.

Maurice Thampson, in the Independent.

When the mild days of late winter or
early spring quicken the blood In the maple
trees it is time to listen for the sugar bird's
song. And a brisk song it s, full of life,
cheery, far-reaching and encourag.ug i not
Like his song. the
singer has points—a pointed crest, 4 pointed
beak and a pointed pair of eyes—indead, he

| looks as if he could prick one from any di-

rection with any part of himself,

Sugar bird is but another name for the
tufted titmouse, the ashy gray little brother
of the chickadeo. named by ornithologists
Bicolor. You will know him by his
keen and brilliantly aggressive call, which
is both a whistle phrase and a pure volce-
ery, sounding ke wheeto—wheeto—wheeto,
low tree, or out of a
thicket, bul if his song cannot satisfy you,
get a glimpse of his forehead and you will

seé¢ a black spot slanting up toward his
crest from the base of his upper mandible.

He §s built like a bluejey from tip to tip
and has the bluejny'= bold manners; though,
in general make-up, he also resembles the
cardinal grosbeak, Hig drab coat and dimin-
gige, however, take him out of such
splendidly robed company. What he lacks
in eolors amnd stature he tries (o make up
with tneces=ant motion.

This little titmouse ean bear a cold winter
very weil. [T have seen it resident above
# degrees north lattude when the ther-
mometer did ag It pleased. But no bird re-
gponds =o readily to a fair turn of weather,
A single day of soft sunshine in late January
will bring out li= =ong. Long before the
robins or bluebirds have arrived out of the
fur South, even in advance of St, Valentine's
day, pairs of sugar birds may be seen busily
considering the prospect for a nesting place
in hoilow boughs and deserted woodpecker
dens. They zometimes actually build as
early as the 2ith of March in Kentucky and
southern Indlana. North of Indianapollis 1
found eggs on the 2d day of April.

In the magnificent “sugar camps,” as the
sugar-mapie wowds are called in the West,
whon the sweel sap is running, and parties
of sugar-makers—men, women, boys, giris—
are abroud with noggin and pail, carrying the
fragrant liquid from trough to kettle, 1 like
to, linger on the outskirtz where the activi-

| ties of both birds and people can be most

satisfactorily observed.

It is March, and the g1ound is not warm,
but there hapngs in the air something like
the mist of a faded rainbow, a tender, clu-
give haze, o dreamy hint of skyey substance
quite unapproachable and suggestive of

coming heat. An ax rings ecnergeticaliy
from & fallen tree-top where a man is chop-

| ping furnace wood; veoices of youth and
| mald eche from hollow to hollow; shee

are
hleating on the hillsides where the hazel
bush grows, and In a little ravine, draped
with mild grapevines and thinly set with
stunted hackberry trees, I hear a crested
titmouse piping as if life depended upon ilhe
efficacy of Its whistle,

Pretty soon I see the restless little body
flitting from .twig to twig. With my binocu-
lar glass 1 can watch the fine expression of
its prominent hazel eyes, which have a way

| of protruding saucily at every turn of i1s

head. Its crest or tuft is slightly movable
at will, and &0 in moments of excitement
becomes an organ of expression by which
the bird indicates its emotions. When the
tuft feathers lie flat and smooth, Mr. Tit-
mouse is scared and means to skulk away
from danger; when each feather stands apart
and stifiy erect, battle is offered to all
comers, and when the crest is drawn to a
nice polnt, like that of an artist's finest
brush, you may know that all Is sercne in-
slde that flery little breast.

In habits the titmouse resembles a wood-
‘n-cker as much as 1t does the jays and gros-
heaks. At nesting time, which, as I have
gald, Is very early in spring, the pailr go
about looking for a cavity ready made for
thelr use; but if one be not found they will
fall to and dig It with great labor of beak
and foot. Usually they choose a natural pit
in rotten wood which they enlarge =aml
shape to suit them, male and female work-
ing turn about. When the hole has been
completed they line it with soft substances,
like Inner bark shreds and weed lint, and
immediately the egegs begin to appear, one
each day until five or gix are laid.

1t is a delicate jewel box of a nest, and
somelimes the eggs number as many as ten,
beautiful lttle spheroids, creamy whits,
with thick-sown freckles shading from dark
brown to pale olive, fading and thinning to-
vard the smaller end. While incubation
continues the male bird Is very noisy in the
innmediate neighborhood of the nest, often
uttering a tremulous tender whistle, as if
of the most solicltous endearment, and I
have heard the litde mate answer in a keen,
fife-llke strain from within the nest hole,
a'belt she does not sing. When the num-
erous brood comes forth, the whole family
gcon xtrays away, keeping togother for a
month or two.

The farmer, fruit ywer and gardener
hive no more faithful and valuable friend
than the titmouss, It I#g an incessant
searcher after insecis. No hiding place of
bug. worm or iarva escapes its keen eye and
penetruting bill. 1 have seen it try appar-
ently every scale and cranny of a tree's
bark from root to topmost twig in the
course of an hour, picking away consider-
able spaces and dragging forth every ﬁ:ﬁ-
moth, caterpiller and grub that 1t could find.
It loves sweet gap, and is often seen on the
rim of a bucket in the s r orchard drink-
Ing its fill. ¥n winter 1 toll it to my library
window sill by spreading thereon the broken
kernels of nuts and fine bread crumbs.

As a tippler, furthermore, this titmouse
deiights in the juice of ripe grapes, but |
indulge it here, for I have seen how well

it cleans the vines, cspecially very early In
spring. Rose fanciers should coddle the til-
mouse. | watched one going through =&
tangle of my cabbage rose vines seemingly
feeding upon someth! plucked from the
stams. This wus in F ry. Throughout
the goldest part of winter one or two palrs
are always 1o be seen In my hedgerow.
But, after all, it is in summer that 1 most
enjoy the titmouse: for then I find him »
#hy yet faithful companion afar In the lone-
ly . where 1 ean lie upon a los
my dreams, while he
beech
y and un-

hat ¢
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