SIA of the CONDITION| A FIGHTING PROFESSOR

—O0OF THE—

Indiana Trust Company

At the Close of Business
March 31, 1899,

ASSETS,

Connty and City Bonds. ...8267.336.2¢
Other Bonds and Stocks., ... 392.237.12
First Mortgage Loans..... 356.309.15
tolilateral Leans. ......... 204.544.680
tompany's Bullding....... 367.415.84
Vaults and Fixtures....... GO519.75
Insurance Department. ... $,102.14
Adyanees to Estates., .. .... =,554.01
tash and Due from Banks:

Company's Funds... . $176.756.89

Trust Funds v 422.91-232.179.80

$1,886,285.67
LIABILITIES,

Stock. .. .R1,000,000
e ssseensesess s« B810.900.00
sanrplas GO0 )
I ndivided Profits.......... 1451158
Neposits ceeess D22.900.17
Due Trast Department..... 77.976.92

depitnl
Vaid in...

L

£1,886,288.67

OFFICERS,
J. P, FRENZEL, President,
FRED FAHNLEY, Ist Vice Pres,
E. G. CORNELILS Znd Viee Pres.
JNO. A, BITLER, Secretary.

DIRECTORS,
rick Fahnley, Henry Jameson,
Liabher FEdward Hawkins,
s F. Failey, H. W. Lawrence,
Frenzel Wm. F. Plel, sr.,
Darlington, E. ;. Cornelius,

John P. Frenzel.

-. - » -

THE L. A. KINSEY CO.
INCORPORATED.
CAPITAL, 825.000-FULL PAID.
—HBHORIERS—

Chicago Grain and Provisions,
New York Stocks.

Long Distance Telephone, 12375 and 1592

11 and 13 West Pearl Street

Room 4, Carlisle Bullding.

For Sale

have a very desirable ten-room resi-
with all imyrovements complete, that
1= owned by party who has left the city on
s int of change in husiness; and will sell
bargain and make payvments satis-
424 North Alabama street, Mor-

:, Place.
C. F. SAYLES,

135 East Market St

Cincinnatl Office,

W

re—

STATEMENT OF THE CONDITION
OF

THE MARION TRUST COMPANY

..AT THE,,
Close of Business March 31, 1899,

ASSETS.
T paid capital stoCcK....ccvvee
Morigags

t'ollateral

— UL
................ sesssss §12,022.586
14.968.55
132.763.37
iNnees to estales 2.729.56
2.083.03
62,000, (0
§.571.30
=5, 624,90
4,88).42

loans

Mis=cellaneous bonds

Aalv

Furniture and tixtures........ A aade -

L vernment

Bond premitume. . ..c......cicencarsscse .

‘."‘:I -

-\ i "”'11 iﬂlm‘l’! Blsrive ssessasmsasspREnE.
$361,754.29

LIABILITIES.

tal

Uvided pronts

biat s <

) 991,69
.-

T R S e e R R o e i, 488,23
1l estats insurance and rental
epariment

Personal 1.0665.17

accounts
$561,754.29
OFFICERS, S
JOSEFPH T. ELLIOTT, President,
FERDINAND WINTER, Vice President.

PRESTON E. KELSEY. Sec’'d Vice Pres,
P. C. TRUSLER, Secretary and Treasurer.

DIRECTORS,
Elliott, M. J. Osgood,
8. J. Fletcher, (. N. Thompson,
8. P. Sheerin, Byron K. Elliott,
. T. Kelsey, S. A. Morrison,
1.

Joseph T.

‘erdinand Winter, Charles Latham,
George (3. Tanner, J. A. Lemcke.
e —— e

NEWITON TOIDID,
STOCOCKES sainnd BONDS
7 Ingalls Block.

H & 1. R R. Stock wanted
Standard Wheel Company Bonds wanted.
1 for Government

OIHER BICYCLES
May attempt to copy the TRIBUNE

BLUE., but they cannot reach the
TRIBUNE QUALITY

H. T. CONDE IMPLEMENT CO.,

=7 33 Capitol Ave,, North,

=1 10

American Plate-glass Bonds wanted.

Threes,

VITAL STATISTICS—APRIL 1.
Marriage l.h-:»nurn.
Frunk E. Me('omb and Ora Allce Green.
Harrion Graves and Bernice Acker
rd P. Kringle and Minnie Green,
ward Baker and Allce Cash.
n Doolittle and Lora Richwine.
henor and Maggie M. Gray,
] Adams and Amy Loulse Jacobs.

Deaths.

eleven years,

st C. TI

» Riordan, 1424 Ars=enal ave-
meningitis
a Huebner,
pheumonia
ph H. Fischer, thirty-five years, 1402 West
nington street, hemorrhage.
1. Spangler, eightesn years,
ereey sireet, typhold fever.
Hierce, twenty-seven Yyears,
orsumption
W. Datch, eight years,
treet, diphtheria
. Gregory, forty-one years, 516 West New
overdos=e of morplhine.

forty years, 1208 South West

796 North

e

Detroit

432 West Mich-

treel,

Births.

Alice and Charles W, Cook, 9190 North New
Jd- ey &treetl, boy

<ephine and Joseph Petit, 308 Minerva street,
n buys

Mary and George Stauch, €0 Dorman street,

Hose and E4 Avels, 1425 Kensington street, girl.
Estelle and Ernest Copwgill, 24 Massachusetts
avenue, boy.

Mary and David O'Connor, 523 South Harding
Bireet, bhoy.

Sarmnh and Louls Rehm, Kevstone avenue, girl.
Lizzie and John Bureh, 1325 Wade street, boy.
Lulu and Charles Hamlilton, Indianapolis, girl
hristina and Willlam Adkinson, 541 Garland
street, Lay.

tlr.cr.r;.n and E4 Fitagibbon, 1239 McLain street,
girl

Buailding Permits.

E and J. O'Malley. cottage, Senate avenue, be-
twern Fall ereek and Mel.ean place, $1,200
Ceorge W. Johnson, frame house, Michigan
otrest west of Concord street, $807.
. George W. Johnson, three frame houses, Con-
cord sireet, §710 each.
Firldget Gaughan, repairs, Haugh street, $220.
W Do Albertsmeyer. frame house, 1902 West
New York street, §1,800. -
wl'-mim Buscher, frame house, rear 243 East
ashingten street, $500.
Hannah W two frame houses, East New

“M, avenue and

PROF. STONEKING, oF | L
TROUNCED A TROUBLESOME NEGRO.

&

Indiana Miners Celebrate the New
Eight-Hour-Day Agreement—Schoel
Teachers Adjourn.

___._

Epecial to the Indlanapolls Journal.
BLOOMINGTON, Ind., April 1.—There
was a sensation on College hill to-day in
which Prof J. A. Stoneking proved himself
an athlete. James Maybury, a young col-
ored man of bad habits, came to Stone-
king's home early in the morning while the
professor was away, He attacked his wife,
a domestic in the Stoneking family, and
teat her brutally, then left the house. Upon
the return of the professor at noon the
story had just been related to him when the
nhegro again made his appearance and was
met at the door by the professor, who re-
fused him admission. This enraged the
negro and he forced his way into the house,
picked up a chair and made an attack. The
piofessor wrested the chair from the ne-
gro's hands, threw him to the floor and
with a convenient buggy whip, used the
butt end to give the negro an unmerciful
beating. Upon his promise to leave peace-
ably the man was allowed to go, but no
sooner had he left the house than he com-

menced throwing stones and broke a num-
ber of windows. A parly was soon organ-
ized and the negro was captured and
piaced m jaill whete ne wiil stand trial for
assault with intent to kill.

INDIANA OBITUARY.
James R. Bryant, at One Time an In-

dianapolis Merchant.
Special to the Indianapolis Journal,

CRAWFORDSVILLE, Ind., April 1-—
James R. Bryant, a well-known citizen,
dropped dead this afternoon of heart dis-
He was born in Hertford county,
North Carolina, July 15, 1530, and married
Miss Anna E. Ravner Jan. 14, 1851l After-
wards he located in Indianapolis, where he
clerked for W. H. Glenn, a dry goods mer-
chant. He was afierwards elected state
librarian Jan. 14, 1857, He entered in the
wholesale grocery trade at Indianapolis and
a year later purchased a farm nr,-u.rblium-
ney, where he remained until removing to
this city, in 188, While here he has been
engaged Iin the hardware business, connected
with the Argus and at the time of his death
he was engaged in the cresting business,
He leaves a wife and three children, Will
H. Bryant, Mrs. E. D. Bosworth and Mrs,
Newman Essick, of Los Angeles, Cal.

ease,

Frederick Luhring.
Special to the Indianapolis Journal.

SUNMAN, Ind., April 1.—Frederick Luh-
ring, of this place, who got up in his sleep,
at Clincinnati, last Wednesday morning,
opened a window on the second floor and

fell to the pavement, where he was found by
Lewis Christopher, at whose home he was
staylng, died at the Betts-street Hospital
Thursday night. Mr. Luhring was a promi-
nent business man and a son of ex-County
Treasurer Chris Luhring. He leaves a wife
and seven children. He was on a business
trip at the time he received his injuries.

Jonathan Talmage.
Special to the Indianapolis Journal
WABASH, Ind., April L—Jonathan Tal-
mage, vice president of the First National

Bank, a Knight Templar and a wealthy and
prominent citizen, died early this morning.
Interment under the auspices of the Masonic
fraternity at 2:30 o'clock Sunday afternoon.

_

Willinm Trow Leslie,
Special to the Indianapolis Journal.
MADISON, Ind., Aptil 1.—William Trow
Leslie, a prominent young business man_of

Elizabethtown, died suddenly to-night,
FPhysicians are at a loss to determine cause
of death.

W. E. Stoddard.

Special to the Indianapolis Journal.
WABASH, Ind., April 1.—W. E. Stoddard,
a young lawyer and Democratic politician,
died this morning after an ililness of five

days of appendicitis and general peritonius.
£

EIGHT-HOUR-DAY CELEBRATION,

Eighth Districet United Mine Workers
Parade at Brazil.
Special to the Indianapoli=s Journal.

BRAZIL, Ind., April 1.—The celebration
of the inauguration of the eight-hour day
was held here to-day by the Eighth district,
United Mine Workers of America. The
parade consisted of labor organizations and
was over one mile long. Five bands werae
in the parade, besides several persons on
horseback. On account of the bad weather
the exercises were held in the opera house,
speeches being delivered by Mr. Davis, na-
tional vice president of the miners’' organ-
fzation: Mr. Dilcher, member of the na-

tional committee, and Mr. Scott, editor of
the Mine Workers' Journal.

Southern Indiana Diggers.

Special to the Indianapolis Journal.

PRINCETON, Ind., April 1.—The miners
of southern Indiana to-day celebraied the
inauguration of the eight-hour schedule,
Representative miners from all the mining
communities in this part of the State were
present. Hon. Fred Ditcher, of Ohio, mem-
ber of the international executive board of
the United Mine Workers, was the principal
speaker. W, | Van Horn, «f Terre Haute,
state president of the orzanization, was also
present. Over four hundred miners partici-
pated in the celebrgtion. A conierence was
held and it was decided to better pertfect the
organization in southern Indiana. Fred
Ditcher will remain in this part of the State
for some time and will work to have all the
miners working under the eight-hour sched-
ule. The new schedule will cause a rise In
the price of coal taken from the southern
Indiana fields.

Celebrations in Ohio.

COLUMBUS, 0., April 1.—The inaugura-
tion of the eight-hour work-day was cele-
brated by the Ohio miners to-day. Mass-
meetings were held in nearly all the princi-
pal mining towns, including Massiilon,
Wellston and Rendville. Probably the larg-
est demonstration was at Wellston, where
afternoon and night meetings were held.

2

SHOT BY BANKER'S SON.

Cherles L. Bradley Attempts to Mar-
der Charles M. Dunbar,.

Special to the Indianapolis Journal

NEW ALBANY, Ind., April L—Charles L.
Brodley, son of Lawrence Brodley, ex-presi-
dent of the Second National Bank, shot
Charles N. Dunbar, a young druggist of this
city this afternoon. The shooting occurred
in front of Dunbeor’'s store, East Ninth and
Spring streets. Brodley called Dunbar out-
side and as soon as he appea'red drew a

Colt's revolver and fired, the bullet striking
him In the wrist and coming out near the
¢'bow. Dunbar grappled with Brodiey, who
shot again. Both feil to the pavement and
were separated by the crowd. The cause for
the shooting is unexplained. Both men and
their wives belong to several clubs, are
neighbors and have heretofore been [riends
apparently. Dunbar states he has never had
any words with BErodley and that the latter
must have a fancied grievance against him.
Brodley has been in ili health for some time
and it is said his mind has become affected.
Brodley was taken in custody and was re-
leased under $50u bond to appear April 15.
Dunbar is not badly wounded.

-

SCHOOL TEACHERS ADJOURN.

Mrs. Lew Wallace Barely Escaped Se-
vere Denunciation.
Special to the Indianapolis Journal,

FORT WAYNE, Ind, April 1.—The con-
vention of the, Northern Indlana School
Teachers adjourned at noon after offering
the following resolutions:

“Resolved, That we belleve the article,
“The Murder of the Innocents," by Mrs. Lew
Wallace, which appears in an Eastern maga-
zine, is untrue in its supposad basis of facts,
false in its influence, utterly misleading in
its conclusions and the effect on the public
mind s to produce prejudice against cur

public schools.
“That we believe the burden of visiting

1]

R i &

a

service to the association and think
m‘m. feature 3?' ual meetings should
receive greater encouragement.”

The first resolution brought a warm mem-

ber to his feet. He declared that many of
the teachers had never even heard of the
article iIn qaestion and did not desire to
pass judgment on it. He moved to adopt the
resolution without the first clause. The vote
#supported him and killed the resolution. An
amendment appropriating $35 for the exhibi-
tion nuwnmnnshlp work of the schools was
referred to the executive committee with
power to act. The sum of $25 was appropri-
ated to the state headquarters at the na-
tional meeting. Officers of the association
and the various sections were elected as fol-
lows: General association president, J. N.
Study, Fort Wayne: vice president, Edward
Boyle, Michigan City: secretary, Mrs. E. M.
Richards, Auburn: treasurer, W. A. Mililis,
Attica; railroad secretary, J. W. Hadley,
Forrest,

Car Works Valuation.
Special to the Indiananolis Journal.
JEFFERSONVILLE, Ind., April L-—The
statement published In regard to the

amount of taxes paid into the county treas-
ury of Clark county by the
Ohio Falls Car and Manufactur-
ing Company being only a $160,000 valuation,
has called forth the statement from M. Z.
Stannard, attorney for the company. in
which he says in part: “The deal by which
the sale was made was only made possible
on account of the plethora of money seek-
ing investment at this particular time and
exceedingly low rate of interest that is be-
ing paid on loans, due largely to the stim-
ulus given to general business as a result of
the war. While the price paid was given
out at about $2,000.00, vet it is a fact that
the old company assumed the bonded debt,
amounting to £600.600 and its other obliga-
tion® 10 the amount of $$00,000. In addition
to this the old company has a number of
coutingent liabilities still outstanding, such
as pending lawsuits, indorsements and the

like, some of which may have to be made
good.

;Henry County Historieal Society.
Special to the Indianapolis Journal. y
NEW CASTLE, Ind., April 1.—The annual
session of the Henry County Hlistorical So-
ciety was held in this city to-day and a
large number of people attended. The his-
torical society is one of the most popular
organizations in the county and is a source
of pride to the citizens. The programme
was of unusual interest, comprising subjects
as follows: *“Early Industries,”” W. H. Ad-
ams; “Early Settlement of Middletown,™
Mrs. Rose Pickering: “Humorous Pioneer
SKetches,” Mrs. Helen V. Austin. Dr. M.
Mahin, a pioneer Methodist preacher, read
an Interesting paper on the "Early Circuit
Riders’” In Henry and adjoining counties,
One of the most interesting papers was
“The Story of a Fugitive Slave,” being
chapters from the life history of the late
Willilam Trail. This article was prepared

by his three sons, now citizens of Heury
county.

Swindler Wilson Behind the Dars,
Special to the Indlanapolis Journal.

RICHMOND, Ind., April 1.—A man giving
his name as Frank Wilson, and who is be-
lieved to be a printer, was arrested here
to-night on the charge of obtaining money
under false pretenses, He has been repre-
genting himself as a state agent of the In-
dianapolis Journal and to-day and yester-
day =olicited subscriptions at Lynn and
Fountain City, securing in the neighborhood
cf 88 or $10. At Liynn he gave his name as
J. W. Wilson. This afternoon it was ascer-
tained at Fountain City that Wilson was
a fraud and the local police department was
notified that he was on his way to Rich-
mond in a rig hired of a liveryman there.
He was arrested at the edge of the city
and locked up. He is fifty-six yvears old and
admits he has been practicing a swindling
Eame.

A Gas Company Jary.
Special to the Indianapolis Journal.
WINDFALL, Ind, April 1.—The $%5,000
damage s=uit by Bertha Terwilliger against
the Windfall Natural Gas Company for ma-
liclously turning off the gas from her resi-
dence in midwinter, by reason of which she

froze her feet, disabling her for life, which
case was venued from this county to the
Madison Circuit Court, and has been on trial
for 2 week, resulted in a verdiet for the
company. The theory of the company was
that the gas was not turned off maliciously,
and that her feet were not frozen.

Convicted the Cyelist.
Special to the Indlanapolis Journal.
WINCHESTER, Ind., April 1.—The jury
in the case of Thomas Platt, jointly indicted
with Harry Hallowell for zhooting Lewis
Miller with intent to kill, brought in a ver-
dict to-day, after being out gince yesterday

eévening, finding the defendant guilty of as-
saunit and battery with intent to commit
voluntary manslaughter. Hallowell, who
was not shown to have participated in the
shooting, will be permitted to enter a plea
of gullty to assault and battery, and will
be given a nominal fine and jail sentence.

Invalid Woman Cuts Her Throat.
Special to the .dia.nnpol!s Journal.

WINDFALL, Ind., April 1.—Mrs. Malissa
Sperlan, wife of J. F. Sperlan, a farmer
near this place, who has been an invalid for
geveral months, got out of bed and cut her

throat with a razor. She partially severed
her wind pipe, but missed the juglar vein.
On account of her delicate condition and
loss of blood there is no hope of her re-
covery. Mrs. Sperlan is a sister of A. D
and J. W. Riffe, of this place, and grew
despondent on account of her health.

Not a Pleasant Honeymoon.
Special to the Indianapolls Journal.
CRAWFORDSVILLE, Ind., April 1.—The
son of Charles Edwards to-day took steps
to have his father adjudged of unsound
mind. The father is nearly sixty years old
and was married at Indianapolis, this week,

to Miss Bridges, aged twenty-four. Last
summer he got a divorce from a former
wife after a long time. The banks have
beer: notified not to honor any of his paper,
alnd dthe old man’s honeymoon is behind a
cloud.

Shot Himself After a Quarrel,

Special to the Indianapolis Journal.

CRAWFORDSVILLE, Ind., April 1.—Rob-
ert Wood and his son William, of near
Waveland, were out cutting wood this week
and the two had some words over their
work. Willilam laid-down his ax and de-
clared he would quit. He then took out a re-
volver and shot himself. The bullet entered
between the third and fourth ribs, near the

heart, coming out under the left shoulder

}nlmlle. The doctor pronounces the wound
atal,

Swindler Campbell Found Guailty.
Special to the Indianapolis Journal,
VINCENNES, 1Ind.,, April 1.—-The case
against John W. Campbell, charged with
swirdling the Bruceville express agent out
of $4W by impersonating J. H. Klinger, his
father-in-law, of Birds, Ind., resulted in a
verdict of guilty io-night. The first three
times the jury disagreed. The crime was
committed in January, 187. Campbell was
traced to Asheville, N. C,, by detectives,
where he was arrested and brought back.
Child Killed by a Grain of Corn,.
Special to the Indianapolis Journal.
COLUMBUS, Ind., April 1.—Floyd Houck,
the eight-vear-old son of Mr. and Mrs. John
Houck, swallowed a grain of corn last

Wednesday while playing with some of his
schoolmates. The grain lodged in his throat
and did not trouble him until last nignt,
when he went into spasms. Medical atten-
tion was immediately called, but the child
died in great agony.

Bloomfield Commencement,
Special to the Indlanapolis Journal.
BLOOMFIELD, Ind.,, April 1.—The twen-
ty-second commencement of the Bloomfield
High School was held here at the Opera

House last night. The graduates were:
George Washington Cantwell, Ambrose
Robert Emery, Stanley Fields, Gilbert Had-
ley Hendren. May Osborn, Will Carlton
Welch and Helen Anna West,

Schell Said to Be Dying.
Special to the Indianapolis Journal.
FORT WAYNE, Ind., Aypril 1.—S8everal
creditors of the Schell Lcan and Investment
Company filed a petition in the United

States Court to-day to throw the concern
into Involun bankruptey. Schell Is in
a critical condition, suffer from cancer of
the stomach, and is probably on his death-

Windfall for a Washerwoman.
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A machine that has set the
world a-thinking s our lead-
er, with all attachments, for—

heavy, beveal mirror,

cases—

T T Y T Y Y YYUOTOWN

Nicely
frames, good Tapestry Parlor
Suits, 5 pleces complete—

Solid Oak Bedroom Suits, large =ize,
swell-looking

finished cherry A

T.arge size No. 8 Cook Stove, nicely
nickel trimmed, big oven, a good baker
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of this city, has been notified that a cash
inheritance of $2.00 awaits her from the
estate of her father, Willlam Stanfield, at
Topeka, Kan.

Banker Dougan Dying.
Special to the Indianapolis Journal.
RICHMOND, Ind., April 1.—John B. Dou-
gan, vice president of the Second National
Bank, who was some time ago stricken with

paralysis, is growing worse and little, if
any, hope is entertained for his recovery.

CLAIMS AN EARLDOM.

Clown and Organ Grinder
Seeking an Estate,

London Letter.

Solicitors are now at work industriously
perfecting the claims of the man who
claims to be the son of the Earl of Poulett
and heir to the estate of Himton 8t, George.
He is Willlam Turnour Thomas Poulett,
and Has been in his time a buffoon, a clown
in a circus, a soldier, a prisoner for crime,
an actor and a singer, and is now the
grinder of a street organ in London. The
man claims that he is the eldest son of the
late Earl Poulett, and the best lawyers in
L.ondon and at least one court say th&t he
b is perfectly right in his claim and that he
will win his case when it gets before the
judges. It is another case of Tittlebat Tit-
mouse, only the income in this case is not
L£10,000, but £2.000 a Yyear,

There is another claimant to the title, a
sixteen-year-old boy, who is the son of the
late earl by the latter’'s third wife, and
whom the earl declared to be his only son
and the only rightful heir to the grand es~
tates of Hinton St. George.

The story of the Pouletts Is remarkable
and interesting. When the late Earl was
twenty-two he was a lieutenant in a regi-
ment of foot stationed at Portsea. One
night, the story goes, he made a bet
with another young officer that he would
marry the first woman he met in the
street. The crowd went out for the adven-
ture, and when young Poulett saw Betty
Newman, the daughter of a pilot, he ap-

roached her and asked her to marry him.

Circus

She was a pilot's daughter.
She accepled. They were regularly mar-
ried and six months thereafter she bore
him a son. That son is the organ-grinder
claimiant to the estates of Hinton.

In the official records of Somerset House
there is an entry of the birth of this son.
The year is set down as 1849, and the regis-
ter indicates between parallel lines the
names of the father, mother and son, the
day of birth, the place, the father's occu-
pation and other details so full as to leave
no doubt. This record will, of course, be
used by the organ-grinder heir.

When Elizabeth Newman died. in 1871, she
left William in every expectation of suc-
cecding to the titlie, although the father
had long since discarded her and disowned
‘her son. When the future Ear]l married Miss
Newman five lives stood between him and
the title. He never expected to be an Earl.
But deaths came quickly, and when he
fcund himself the master of Hinton St
George and its little principality he could
not reconcile his new position with the
wife who was the daughter‘gf a pillot, and
who could not speak English, or with the
son, from whom he turned in disgust. The
one he cast from him. The other he dis-
owned.

The son grew up, joined theatrical com-
panies and circuses, sang In comic opera
troupes, went abroad and came to America.
The earl went to London as seldom as he
could. But he decided on a plan which, if
it would not prevent the viscount from
proving his right to the title, would at least
deprive him of the benefit of the wealth
that attached to it. He had, meanwhile,
married again, lost his second wife, and for
a third time married, his last wife being the
daughter of a Norman nobleman. The son
of his last wife is the other claimant to the
estate, the Hon. Willlam John Lydston.

The earl decided he would uander his
wealth. but he had to be careful about the
method, for the courts might declare him
insane. He gave the most extravagant en-
tertainments and all that, but he could not
spend more than half his tremendous in-
come of 31000 a vear and do It sanely.
Happily he found an opportunity of ruining
himself when he became the trustee of the
infamous Avylesford. The courts demanded
payment and Lord Poulett came away from
the judges “‘a bankrupt. thank God."

Thus was Hinton St. George, with its es-
tate, twelve miles long. 8o incumbered that
even did the organ r prove his claim
he could do no more than get an empty
title. But he found friends among the rela-
tions of the Pouletts, who educated him and

make iy of his wife—a

British army.

ie was a gentleman and an officer of the-

NATIVES OF THE LLANOS

>

PECULIAR PEOPLE OF VENEZUELA
AND THEIR CUSTOMS,

& -

Home of the South American Cossack
-A Region Little Known, Where
Myriads of Cattle Roam.

* -

Caracas Letter in St. Louis Post Dispatch.
To reach the Llanos of Venezuela, the
home of those solitary horsemen who have
been termed the American Cossacks, you
must make an extended journey through a
wild, but extremely interesting, section of
that land of cantrarieties. On leaving the
curious Lake of Valencia, with its phenome-
na of constantly diminishing waters, you
enter the great Aragua valley, covered with
an interminable growth of giant trees. The
first objective point is a distant peak, on
the opposite side to the southward, known
as the Morros de San Juan, As you draw
closer to this point and the belt of clouds
which had girdled the mountain top are
brushed away, an amazing scene is un-
folded by the wild and shattered summit of
the peak. Nature, in one of her tempestuous
seismic moods, has torn away its lofty
crown, leaving giant fragments of blackened
granite and gneiss swinging menacingly
above you. lLeading away from the foot of
the frowning Morros, in a tortuous course,
the Rio la Puerta flows through a bleak
jowland, known as the Valley of Death. It
takes its name from two sanguinary con-
flicts which occurred here between the pa-
triot forces and Spaniards, when the river
is said to have reddened with blood. Pass-
ing on, a most pleasing contrast is pro-
jected against the sky by a chain of lofty
mountains, which rise abruptly in your path
and run off in graceful spurs, covered with
a most vivid coloring of the vegetable world.
These are the Picacho de la Sierra, which
constitute the water parting of the two
grand divisions of Venezuela. These moun-
tains are also the last barrier to the trav-

eler, in his journey to that vast treeless
plain—the Llanos. To perform this final
stretch, he must gird himself with energy
and ardor, and climb over their lofty sum-
mits. This hardship is richly recompensed
by the transcendent beauties, rare and stu-
pendous forms, which nature places before
him. The slopes of the mountains are cov-
ered with an unbridled and unsubdued
growth of virgin nature, while the rich ver-
dure of the receding valleys is rendered al-
luring, through the coquetting moods of
thin clouds dragging their vapory curtains
over the landscape. At last, when he has
reached the highest elevation, the eye falls
upon another and different scene. Stretch-
ing away to the south is a limitless ex-
panse of lowlands, without an equality, a
perfect dead level in every part of the soil,
from which has appropriately risen the
name—Llanos, the solitudinous desert home
of the llanero, whose kindred characteristics
have also given him the title of the Ameri-
can Cossac

THE LLANERO'S HABITS.

This almost boundless, dusky plain, smooth
as an ocean in repose, is one huge and exu-
berant pasture, the domain and support of
myriads of roaming cattle, The llanero 1s
the undisputed master of this region of soll-
tude and silence, the only guardian of the
innumerable herds which roam over the
trackless expanse. In his mode of life and
general habits of thought and demeancr, ke
is not unlike the Algerian or Bedouin, but
more than all he assimilates nearer to the

Cossack, who, llke him, lives in the saddle
and indulges an uncompromising strife with
many of the ironies of nature.

The llanero, like the plains he inhabi:s,
has a most distinctive character. Like the
cowboy, which he is, his home i= on horse-

k and from long experience he is
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In the pursuit of his
vocation as a herdsman, he leads a life of
extremes—solitariness and actvity—sepa-
rated from the nearest hatero by a distance
of twenty miles ard only visited, at long in-
tervals, by some casual traveler, three-
fourths of his days are spent alone on the
plains with none but the beasis as com-
panions. In his ignorance of all else but the
care of the herds intrusted to kis vigilance,
this silent horseman lives a curious, if not
unigue life, wrapped in the gloom of silence,
with not even a hillock or tree to relieve the
dreary monotony of the perspective to the
eye, He has lived, so long in a
struggle with forces ,na could not over-
come, S0 constantly battling with
discomforts, pests and perils; so accus-
tomed to parching sun and drenching rain;
80 completely erased from the records of ex-
{stence, so far as humanity 1s‘tﬁ-nc-~qu.
that the trend of his thoughts, if he medi-
tates at all, must be gloomy and hopeless in
the extreme. While attentive and consider-
ate to many of her organic forms, in this
uncharitable region, nature seems to have
almost entirely eliminated man from her
calculations. She rarely turns her bright
and gracious side to these cheorless herds-
men, where her brief and casual moods of
benignity render the contrast more promi-
nent and hardships less endurable. When
the poor lanero contemplates (if he ever
does at all) the long reign of the verano, Lo
be succeeded by the more intolerabie
invier, as well as the bad and impure water,
the flies, fleas and mosquitocs, and the
thousand other enemies of his existence, he
must hate, with dall the vigor and malignity
of ignorance, the ever-present antagonist in
nature, against whose mysterious and
malevolent forces he goes forth to daily bat-
tle. Yet, it is extremely doubtful if his
hereditary environment afflicts him_ often
with any such gloomy thoughts. He has
become inured to this life and has Known
nothing else from the cradle. In fact, it is
possib.e that the llanero may feel a certain
amount of content that he was not doomed
to a worse fate and may actually congrat-
ulate himeself that he has fallen heir to an
occupation pursued by a long line of an-
Ccestors.

PROUD OF HIS DESCENT.

He certainly exhibits a marked amount of
human feeling, if not vanity, in the pride
he takes in being descended from the Span-
jard. ‘This may and possibly does arice
from the fact that his pedigree is badly
mixed with a half dozen Indian, if not ne-
gro progenitors. While his ideas of life are
almost completely restricted to his occupa-
tion, he obeys a universal instinct of man-
kind in a reverence for a Supreme Being.
His religious notions, not very pronounced,
are limited to the traditional Iinstruction

which Is a legacy from the days when his
ancestors were more in touch with civiliza-
tion. The early Catholic missionaries pene-
trated these lonely plains and administered

occasionally to the spiritual welfare of the |

llanero, but they are now left o live on the
traditions of the iast century.

The perpetuation of such a race of cow-
boys brings into view another creature,
who, in another way, experiences all this
desolation and loneliness. “The woman who
presides over the hatero Is subjecied to the
same solitude and spends the who'e day in
solemn and silent domestic duties, while her
llege-iord is away attending to his herds, She
derives some comfort from the diversion
afforded in cultivating small patches of
ground around their grass hut, growing
maize, yucca and cassava., Possibly the
only times in their Ilives when they
visit a settlement of human beings is upon
the occasion of their marriage, and this,
t0o, is perhaps the one and only occasion
they ever kave of seeing a printed book.

Just how two human beilngs can enter
such a state of bondage and actually ex-
hibit a degree of contentment with such a
cheerless and solitary life, is Incomprehen-
sible, even to those who court the most lazy
and indolent walks of life. To reach such
a callous and indifferent state as ta volun-
tarily settie down to an existence of squalor
and degradation certainly must be the low-
est stage to which human nature is capable
of sinking.

The llanera and his wife, both alike sim-
ple, ignorant, listless and almost imbectle in
some of their traits—borrow thelir principal
mannerisms from the Indian, while their
dress and dialect are rude lmitations of the
Spanish. The limited use found for lan-

@ has left them a small vocabulary,
gt suﬂlctegéh tor! t’zll l:it;elr necessities, The
progeny vouchsa t strange mating are

euﬁy the most dirty and repulsivt?foot-

, with nude les, smeared over

th a of red earth or ochre, to combat
the attacks of insects and parasites. They
are so nearly allied to the wild animals
about them that they share their tre tion
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uine sport or pastime. The men are usually
of medium height, rather stout bulld and
with a small head, covered with stiff, black
hair., Their tawny faces are set off with &
pair of squinting black eyes, which, with-
out any reason, occasionally open with &
startied, wild look of mingled fear and cun-
ning, which as readlly disappears and the
countenance assumes its generally stupid
and expressionless mien.

One invariably physiological fact i= obe
served with all llaneros—they are bowe
legged. This, of course, arises from his con-
stant life in the saddle, which bandies his
legs, from clinging to his horse in his rapid
whirls over the prairies. Like the sallor,
he is without “jand legs,” and to witness
his rare attempts at walking is really
humorous, His simple costume consists of
cotton breeches andgd his mochlla or smock
frock of saimme material. His poncho, gen-
erally rolled up and fastened behind his sade
serves the varied purposes of a rain
coat, bolster or bed, while it is often made
to serve as his saddle. The Inevitible san-
dal of raw hide relieves the foot frem chaf-
ing in the stirrup instead of its usual mis-
sion for walking. From one side of the sad-
dle horn hangs his lasso, with which he (=
remarkably dextrous, while on the other is
a tanaha of water to relieve his thirst when
remote from streams. With his machete,
his accoutrement is complete, and with only
these accessories he Is sometimes elghteen
hours absent from his hato in rounding up
an obstreperous herd.

INDIANS ALSO BOLITARY.

The Indian is often a herder also, but he
keeps near the borders of the Lilanos and
seldom goes out into the center of this
trackless waste. They are equally as soll-
tary, however, as their mestizo brothers.

It is not infrequent that 100000 t¥d oF
cattle will be In charge of five or six lla-

neros, who occupy isolated posts from
eighteen to twenty-five miles apart. These
herds, savage from their birth, only obey
the herdsmen in keeping within a certain
wide area, while they frequently dispute all
restraint and, plunging away fifteen or
twenty abreast, they suiler no impediment
10 check their wild career. At such times,
when they are sweeping across the Lianos
like an incarnate whirlwind, the guo
master prudently withdraws o a safe dis-
tance until their mad flight ends in exhaus-
tion. Instances are recorded during the
early patriot wars when troops march
gcross these plains were entirely routed a
dispersed by a sudden stampede of theso
wild-eyed animals,

There is one period of the year, and only
one, when the llanero for a period of two
days Is in more or less hillarious com-
munion with his nearest nelghbors. This
is the time of la hierra, or the branding
season, when different herds are alternately”
drawn into a great corral and marked wit
some particuiar character to denote the
owner. This is made a festive occaslon for
a great deal of brutal sport, as well as a
time for initlating the embryo llanero into
the mysteries of the craft he must eveniu-
ally embrace as a life occupation. Refrac-
tory young colts must be oken and the
wildest young cattle must be caught and
branded. The youngsters are always ready
to enter the lists, and the experience proves
valualle to thelr subsequent career, as they
generally come away with many scars of
the conflict—badges of initiation. For the
time a great tumult relgns, in the bellows
ing of bulls, whinnying of wild mares, the
fumes and sizzing of the branding iron, las-
soing of coits, the fighting of cattle—all con-
stitute keen enjoyment for the erstwhile sl
lent horseman. He goes back to bis iso-
lated hut, surfeited with pleasure, ready to
resume his lonely rounds for another weary
year. The beverage which lends some &n-
thusiasm to his spirits on these turbulent
occasions Is made from the fermented juice
of the sugar cane. It has a very strong
odor, burning to the taste and is very In-
toxicating.

Such is the typical American
whose lonely life of hermitage, amid the il-
limitable domain of the ldanos, furnishes
a striking example of what evolution will
do for man, when shut out from all
with his fellows. Flace civillzed man In
such a position and environment of gloom
and silence, closing all avenues to the out-
side world, and It would require but & brlef
time to dethrone his reason and leave him
a4 raving maniac.

The Liancs comprise possibly 50,000 to
000 square miles with a uniform %
30 feet above the level of the sea.
general aspect favors the belief that
great basin constituted an ancient Int
of the .sea. The absence of is une
doubtedly attributable to elimatic o¢
tlolm and especially the mh‘ t of -
rains. The same causes Ve m :
American effects
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