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FUTILE SORTIE

._

DESPERATE EFFORT BY BADEN.
POWELL TO CAPTURE CANNON,

‘_

Dash Made Out of Mafeking and a
Fort Attacked with Maxime snd
an Armored Traln.

nm - : -

&

OVER ONE HUNDRED MEN REPORT-
ED KILLED AND WOUNDED.,

->

Captains Vernoa and Sanford Among
the Slain and Lords Cecil and
Cavendish-Bentinek Injured.

——

CASUALTIES  SLIGHT

»>-

BOER

A TRANSVAAL JOKER AT WORK ON
TIE HILLS NEAR LADYSMITH,

e

Firing Empty Shells Into the Town
with the Inscription “The Season’s
Greetings”"—HKimberley's Message.

.

LONDON, Dec. 21, 430 a. m.—The only
fmportant news recelved from South Af-
rica In the last twenty-four hours is a be-
lated dispatch from Lourenzo Marques give
ing the Pretoria version of a sortie from
Mafeking in which Colonel Baden-Powell
is reported to have lost 100 men. The War
Office, when communicating at about mid-
night copies of a message from the inhab-
itants of Kimberley to the Queen and of
the Queen's reply, which was signed by
Sir Arthur John Bigge, her Majesty's pri-
vate secretary, stated that no further news
had been received up to that hour, and
nothing of importance had come from
other sources during the night.

The week's sorties, skirmishes, recon-
noissances and bombardments at various
points where the British and the Boers
confront each o.her, so far as can be
Judged, have had no effect upon the gen-
eral situation at the seat of war, which is
practically the same as it was a week ago.

During the night of Dec. 28 Ladysmith
and Chlevely Camp were in full communi-
cation. While the signaling was In prog-
ress the Boers attempted to muddle the
messages with flashlights from each ex-

’tramlty of thelir long, intrenched line. The

naval brigade took advantage of the oppor-
tidnity to shell the Boer positions, which
were plainly revealed by their own lights.

to love and loyalty towards your Majesty's
throne and person." ™

The War Office also lssues the following,
addressed to the secretary of state for war:
“Please send the following to Colonel
Kekewich for communication to the mayor
and Council from the Queen:

“ ‘1 am deeply touched by your kind and
loyal New Year's greetings. I watch with
admiration your determination and gallant
defense, though I regret the unavcidable
loss of life incurred.' "

Adelbert 8. Hay, the new United States
consul at Pretoria, left Waterloo rallroad
station here this morning for Southamp-
ton on his way to Cape Town. Mr. Hay is
charged with many commissions frcm rela-
tives and friends of the British prisoners
at Pretoria. The same traln took Lord
Edward Stanley, one of the junior lords of
the treasury and eldest son cf the Earl of
Derby. Lord Btanley has been appointed
to a position on General Roberts's staff.
Sir Willlam Stokes, surgeon In ordinary
to Queen Victoria, in Irelana, and surgeon
to the Meath Hospital, Dublin, and a num-
ber of hospital nurses has left London for
Southampton with Mr. Hay and Lord
Stanley.

Advices from Cape Town say there is
great dissatisfaction there at the action of
the British Insurance companies, who are
retarding volunteering by making policy-
holders pay war risk premiums, while the
agencies of the leading Amerlcan com-
panles allow perfect freedom for naval and
military service.

The government has accepted 125 Ceylon
volunteers, mostly planters, and has also
accepted the offers of Indian princes to
supply horses,

The nonarrival of the Majectic, due at
Cape Town on Thursday, is causing some
surprise to the public, who expected she
would maintain her usual transatlantic
speed. Shipping circles, however, explain
that this Is due to the conuitions imposed
by coaling en route, the necessity of econo-
mizing her supply and of traversing the
troples, all of which, they say, ¢ombine
heavily to discount her usual rate of speed.
They say all transatlantic liners would
be similarly handicaped.

An Incredible report is circulating in
Vienna that Slatin Pasha is on his way to
the Cape to serve the DBritish. It is re-
garded as much more probable that he is
going to Khartum, as he recently said he
proposed to make a tour of the Sudan.

The Queen has approved the appointment
of the Duke of Connaught as commander-
in-chief of the British forces in Ireland.

Among the latest distingulshed men go-
ing to South Africa is Captain Holford,
who is one of the closest friends of the
Prince of Wales, and his equerry., The
captain sails Jan. & to join his regiment,
the First Life Guards. From 1888 to 1802
Captain Hol. )rd was equerry to the Prince
of Wales, He is a wealthy land owner and
proprietor of Dorchester House, London,
famous for its picture galleries.

Nearly all the military men in Dublin are
wearing mourning for General Roberts's
son. .

‘_
BRITAIN’S ISOLATION.

All Europe Agalinst Her, and Amer-
fcans Not Overfriendly,

[Copyright, 1889, by the Associated Press.]
LONDON, Dec. 30.—It {s strange to note,

The naval battery resumed the shelling of
. wwdhio. Boer Wenches on the morning of W“w“’ for Greai Britalin,

k

. L aii

2, but theélr fire failed to elicit any signs
of life. The Boer Jjoke of firing empty

shells inscribed with greetings has not yet
grown stale with Joubert's men.

A dispateh from Cape Town, dated
Wednesday, Dec. 27, announced that an ar-
mored train had restored communication
with Dordrecht, where the Free State flag
had been hauled down, and that the Boers
had been driven from the adjacent hills
to Stormberg.

—e-
SORTIE FROM MAFEKING.

British Reported to Have Loat Heav-
ily in Attacking a Fort.

LOURENZO MARQUES, Deec. 29.—Ad-
vices here from Pretoria, under date of
Dec. 27, say that an official dispatch from
Mafeking announces that in the sortie
which the BEritish made from that place
Dec. 25, attacking one of the Boer forts
with cannen, Maxims and an armored
train so persistently that the fighting raged
up to the walls of the fort, the British lost
149 men killed and wounded. whilé the
Boers lost only two men killed and seven
wounded. The dispatch adds that Captains
Kirkwood and Grenfell were captured by
Boer scouts near Colenso and were being
sent to Pretoria.

Ten unloaded shells, inscribed “The sea-
son’s greetings,” have been fired at Lady-
smith.

Ten South African medlical students
from Edinburgh have arrived at Pretoria
from Delagoa bay with five tons of medical
stores. '

A dispatch from the Boer camp at the
Modder river, dated Thursday, Dec. 28, re-
ports an artillery duel lasting an hour. Dec.
27 a British reconnoltering party made a
sortie, but did not come within the Boer
racge. The British, Dec. 25, commenced a
steady bombardment of the Boer posi-
tion.

PRETORIA, Friday, Dec. 29.—Three
Eritish prisoners from Malapo report that
Captains Vernon and Sanford, of Colonel
Baden-Powell's staff, were Killed during
the engagement in which Lords Edward
Cecil and Cavendish-Bentinck were
wounded. The object of the sortie was to
capture Boer cannon. The losses of the
British were heavy and severe,

The “Long Tom,” Injured at Ladysmith,
Ras been repaired and is belng replaced.

The new contract reducing the price of
dynamite instituted by the Raad In Au-
gust was registered Dec. 28 between the
government and the factory.

Fight Near Vietoria West.

CAPE TOWN, Dec. 20.—The troops In the
British camp of Victoria West turned out
last night to repel an attempt of the Boers
to cut the rallroad near the siation. A
patrol reported early In the evening that
they had sighted the Boers in the neighbor-
hood. At 10 o'clock at night the Boers
opened a heavy fire near the station. The
Eritish replied and the Boers retired at
daybreak, their attempt having turned out

a faliure.
— @

NEW YEAR'S GREETING.

Message from the People of Kimber-
ley to Queen Victoria.

LONDON, Dec. 30.—The War Office has
tssued a dispatch dated Cape Town, Fri-
day, Dec. 29, evening, saying that Colonel
Kekewlch wired, through the general com-
manding at Modder river, Dec. 28, as fol-
lows: *“I am desired by the mayor and
Couneil to forward the following for trans-
mission through the proper channel:

““To Her Most Graclous Majesty, the
Queen—The inhabitants of Kimberley beg

o send your Majesty New. TYear's greet- |
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the greatest army she ever put into the
fleld remains impassive In South Africa,
held at bay by two of the smallest repub-
lics on the face of the earth, while at home,
in spite of the large volume of trade and
apparent prosperity, her financlal interests
are in a state of instability not seen since
the Baring crash. All Europe is yelping at
her heels, and the necessity for American
friendship is recognized on all sides. Pa-
pers and people that for years have been
ready with a jibe for America's good will
no longer make any attempt to belittle the
desirabllity of securing her friendship.
“America,” says the Globe, usually hu-
morous at the expense of all things trans-
atlantic, “with a crop of 542,000,000 bushels,
is especially in a position to help us.”

The economie shoe already begins to
pinch the military foot, not very serlously,
but enough to suggest speculation as to
what would happen if Great Britain were
at war with a great power. The charter-
ing of so many transports has resulted in
a rise in the price of bread, while coal 13
rising by leaps and bounds to famine
prices. It Is such unpleasant resuits as
these that silence the scoffer at things
American, and Induce such a vituperative
publication as the Saturday Review to say:
“The Americans have had their eyes
opened to the possibilities of a foreign pol-
fcy, and are taking a sounder, because a
cooler, view of the situation. They are not
less friendly to us than before, but the in-
sincere element has been eliminated, and
has left a rellable substratum of good
willL"" Which concatenation the Saturday
Review, under different circumstances,
would doubtiess have construed Into
damning evidence of the Insincerity of
American friendship.

It must not be Inferred that this view is
held by many of the sincere English friends
of America, who now point to what they
are pleased to term its great friendliness as
proof of what they have always main-
tained.

With such a serious outlock for the com-
ing year, it Is hardly surprising that ar-
ticies appear under the heading, “Are We
Decadent?” and similar strains., On the
other hand, there is still a small section
of the press and public which devotes its
energies to senselessly abusing the Boers
and prophesying the speedy entry of the
British into Pretoria. Yet, on the whole,
the organs voicing the better class of
opinion face 180 and its eventualities in
South Africa with an even-minded, unhys-
terical determination that compels admira-
tion. That there will be a day of reckoning
for some one is a certainty that even the
most guarded and conservative do not try
to conceal. Whether it be Lord Lans-
downe, Lord Wholseley or General Buller,
it 1s Impossible to tell. But all the in-
formation obtainable at present and the
gist of criticisms point to Lord Lans-
downe having to shoulder the onus for the
terrible mismanagement,

While Great Britain leans contentedly
upon long special cables showing American
friendship, the Boer agents in Europe be-
lleve sentiment in the United States has
been gradually turning Boerward until the
time is now ripe to develop it into material
efficet. Under this Impression, the Asso-
ciated Press learns that they are con-
templating dispatching a special mission to
the United States for the purpose of in-
fluencing public opinion, possibly by open
meetings and by personally assisting the
efforts of those in Congress whom they
belleve ly. Moreover, they consider
it advisable to offset what they declare
has been a systematic campaign of John
Hays Hammond, the American engineer
who was a member of the Johannesburg

UED ON SECOND

—o

GERMAN STEAMER BUNDESRATH
SEIZED BY A BRITISH WARSHIP,

-

Captured im Delagoa Bay by the
Magicienne, Prize Crew Placed in
Charge and Taken to Durbanm.

RECRUITS FOR BOERS ABOARD

—

THREE GERMAN OFFICERS AND
TWENTY MEN ON THE STEAMER,

+

Were in Khaki Uniforms, and Intend-
ed to Cross Portuguese Territory
Into the Transvaal,

>

MUCH ILL FEELING AROUSED

¥

PRO-BOERS AT LOURENZO MARQUES
WROTH OVER THE SEIZURE.

._

Hamburg Merchants Alse Angered,
and Prince Hohenlohe Asked to Pro-
test Against Britain's Action.

+.

LOURENZO MARQUEZ, Delagoa Bay,
Dec. 30.—The German steamer Bundesrath,
belonging to the German East African line,
has been captured as a prize by the Brit-
ish warship Magiclenne and taken to Dur-
ban. The Bundesrath arrived here from
Mozambique. She is of 1319 tons, and
sailed from Hamburg, Nov. §, for Tanga,
East Africa.

The capture of the Bundesrath has in-
creased the already strong anti-British
feellng here among the Hollander and Ger-
man gcctlon of the population.

German Officers Aboard.

LOCNDON, Dec. 30.—A representative of
of the Assoclated Press has learned that
there wera three German officers and twen-
ty men, attired in khaki, and Intending to
serve the Boers, on board the Bundesrath,
which explains har capture. Regarding
trafflc generally on the east coast of Afvica
the British Admiralty officlals say the gov-
ernment desires that all ordinary and legit-
imate trade condi;h_.' by foreign vessels
should suffer as Nitle restriction as pos-
sible. LG

| '“?’.,onnsmlm.

APP
a7t
Owners of fi‘! Ask the Ger-
man Government to Intervene.

HAMBURG, Dec, 30.—The directors of the
German East African line ha recelved
“hews of Wiaf mall
steamer Bundesrath. The commander of
the port of Durban refused an explanation
of the cause of the seizure. It Is declared
here that there was no contraband of war
on board and when application was made
to the German Foreign Oifice the latter
immediately promised Interposition with
the DBritish government.

The selzure of the Bundesrath was re-
ferred to at a meting of merchants held
here to-day. After a speech by Adolph
Woermann, president of the Hamburg
Chamber of Commerce, dealing with the
great progress of the German ~ripire dur-
ing the closing century. Herr Elffe, speak-
ing in behalf of the firms trading with
South Africa, asked whether the chamber
was doing all that was necessary for Lhe
protection of German trade in that pa-t of
the world., German commerce, he ussert-
ed, had already suffered detriment through
the war in South Africa and now news
came of the seizure of a German steamer
by a British warship.

Herr Woermann replied that the chamber
had already considered the quesiion ol rep-
sentations with the view of taking action
in the matter. The chamber, he continued,
had been informed that the steamsnip come-
pany owning the seized vessel had tele-
graphed to Prince Hohenlohe, the imp-arial
chancellor, asking for government inter-
vention, and it was declared that nothing
whatever had been done by the compuny
which in any way could be regarided as a
breach of the neutrality law.

The Handelsblatt publishes reports of in-
terviews with Dr. Leyds, In the course of
which the Transvaal representative denies
the statements that munitions of war are
being imported into the Transvaal through
Delagoa bay, and says these reports are
gpread as pretext for the coming British
occupation. Dr. Leyds further says that
the Boers are now able to manufacture
their own war munitions.

e ¥

SEIZURE OF AMERICAN FLOUR.

—

A Fine Point of International Law
Involved in the Case.

LONDON, Dec. 30.—The selzures of car-
goes of American flour off Delagoa bay
fail to excite much popular interest in
England. It is generally looked upon as a
fine point of International law that will be
amicably settled. So far no official steps
have been taken, owing to the nonar-
rival of the necessary papers from Wash-
ington. The military and international law
authorities are almost unanimous in de-
claring that Great Britain should not de-
clare foodstuffs contraband of war. The
Naval and Military Record, under
this head, says to-day: “Fully &
per cent. of our food comes from
America, the colonies and other
countries. We have ceased to make any
effort to be self-supporting. This condition
constitutes a danger ounly bearable because
of our confidence In the strength of the
British navy and in the friendship and
self-interest of the United States. The
States may be counted on to fill our larder
in both peace and war, but so essential have
American supplies become to our safety
that we must take no step likely to lead
to an interruption of the enormous supply
of foodstuffs. Our enemies on the continent
would rejoice If we Intercepted the food-
stuffs now passing Into the Transvaal via
Delagoa bay. A dangerous precedent would
thus be created, which would be used
against England at the first opportunity.”

King Charles May Lose His Crown.

PARIS, Dec. 30.—Advices received In dip-
lcmatic circles here say the Republicans of

HELDASAPRIZE]

in the House, but the incid

ness and willlngneéss to sell the Portuguese
colonies to fill the depleted coffers of the
treasury. The Figaro says: *"King Charles
probably will lose his crown if he acqui-
esces to England's proposal, even under
menace.”

An iInteresting plece of diplomatic gossip
is that the Portuguese minister in Lon-
don is a great friend of the Prince of
Wales and in order to please him practic-
ally assured Lord Salisbury that British
troops would be permitted to pass through
Lourenzo Marques. But, it is added, when
the matter was brought to the attention

of the home government it repudiated the
minister's action.

. ——e
AMERICANS AIDING BOERS.

e ————
Thousands in the Army of the “United
States of South Africa.”

CINCINNATI, O., Dec. 30.—At a meeting
of the Transvaal sympathizers held last
night a toast to the “United States
of South Africa" was proposed by the
chairman, who mentioned the members of
the future government, Natal, Cape Colony,
Orange Free State, Transvaal and Swazl-
land. Mr. Von Alitow, n relative of Presi-
dent Kruger, arrived from New York In
time to make a speech, In the course of
which he said: "We have now 4,000 Ameri-
cans well drilled In Pretoria, with 2,000 more
on the way. Funds are coming from all
parts of this breoad land. We may need
50,000 men, but we are satisfled that we can
have them in time, even with the English
blockade." Contributions to the amount of
geveral thousand dollars were made in se-
cret session. A badge was adopted, with
the motto, “United States of South Africa,"
in the shape of a Maltese cross, the names
of the different states inscribed In red, or-
ange and blue.

The agents of the Boers in this city
made District Attorney Bundy another
call to-day. When asked if they were en-
listing men to fight In a foreign country
Pierot sald he "only looked the men over”
and turned them over to Petit. The dis-
trict attorney advised them to desist and
Informed them they were running a risk
in violating the neutrality laws. They both
left hastily. Pierot ciaims that they had
the opinion of able lawyers on the subject
and that the distriet attorney was only
bluffing. Bundy says he means business
and will have the two men watched.

Arrested on Suspicion.

MILWAUKEE, Wis,, Dec, 30.—Detectives
arrested a man to-night giving the name of
Archibald Allison, on general suspicion.
Allison claims to be a cclonel in tae Brit-
ish army and to have been delegated to
this country by the BHritish government
for the purpose of pvrchasing horses to
be used In the campaign against the Boers
in South Africa. He had In his possession
a letter of recommendation to Gen,

harles King, purporting to have been
glgned by Aujuline weneial Corbin, recom-
mending Genern.t King to assist him in his
work. Investigation by the police shows
the letter to be a forgery and Allison is
held. He is well dressed, tall, about fifty
vears of age and wears a gray mustache.

Many Auxl,\lu to Fight Boers.

WINNIPEG, Manitoba, Dec. 30.—Major
Williams, of the Royal Canadian Dragoons,
stated to-day that he had received no fewer
than {%-amplien* . a- for enlistment for ac-
tive service with the imperial forces In
South Africa, the majority belng from ex-
soldiers and ex-mounted policemen. Eighty-
four noncommisslioned¢ officers and men and
four officers are all allowed from Manitoba,
The local contingent will leave Winnipeg
Jan., 6 to join the Canadian force at Hali-

fax. A subscription list was opened here
to give the Winnipeg members a substan-

tial send-off.

Seditious Buttons Seised.

OTTAWA, Dec. 20.—A large number of
buttons, on which was inscribed the words:
*“Victory to the Boers,” both In French
and In English, were recently selzed by
the customs officials in Toronto and for-
warded to the department here. All Im-
portations of the character mentioned are
declared to be eeditious under the cus-
toms act, and are therefore prohibited.
The buttons were being sent to Toronto

and Montreal people. They were manu-
factured in New Jersey.

HAD A HIGH OLD TIME.

Chicago Board of Trade Members
Threw Dignity to the Winds.

CHICAGO, Dec. 80.—Members of the
Board of Trade to-day made a boisterous
farewell to the old year, throwing wheat
and corn, stuffing hay down the backs of
old gentlemen, who remembered when
wheat came Into Chicago In wagons;
gsmashing each other with inflated bladders,
plastering each other with flour and reduc-
ing to shapeless wrecks various hats of the
vintage of 15399. All this was in open vio-
lation of the edict of the directory and
came to a close only when the directory
caused the windows to be opened, admit-
ting wintry blasts in sufficient force to
overcome the warmth engendered by the
unusual activity of the bulls and bears.

Later in the day the crowd reassembled—
the majority of them, it was noticed, In
new hats—and a minstrel show was given,
the actors being members of the board.

LAST OF THE MAINE DEAD.

Funeral of Frederick Holzer, & Vic-
tim of the Battleship Disaster.

NEW YORK, Dec. 20.—The funeral cf
Frederick Holzer, twenty-two years of age,
one of the victims of the battleship
Maine, took place in this cl'ty to-day. The
funernl services were held in 8t. Joseph's
Church, a requiem mass being celebrated
by Rev.
chaplain of the Maine. Fifty members of
the Cecilia Soclety and forty-elght marines
gnd sailors from the navy yard, command-
ded by Lieutenant Dewey, a nephew of Ad-
miral Dewey, formed the guard of honor.
A firing party of seventeen marines fired
three volleys at the grave.

KANSAN KILLED HIMSELF.

iulclde of Benjamin Clover, Once a
Member of Congress.

TOPEKA, Kan., Dec. 30.—Former Repre-
sentative Benjamin Clover committed sui-
cide at his home near Douglass, Butler
county, to-day by shooting bhimself. De-
spondency, resulting from sicknessand pov-
erty was the cause. Clover formerly repre-
sented the Third district in Congress and
was among the first to be elected by the
famous Farmers' Alllance movement. He
duricg the vote on it measure

e s

Father Chidwick, who was the |

RUSSIA IN LINE

*

ITALY ALONE
PLIED TO

HAS NOT YET RE-
SECRETARY HAY.

>

All Other European Powers Have
Agreed to Maintain the “Open-Door”
Policy Throughout China.

-

AN AMERICAN PROPOSITION

+

THAT WILL PROVE OF GREAT BEN.
EFIT TO THIS COUNTRY'S TRADE,

$—

Unanimity Necessary, However, Be-
fore the Agreement Is Binding on
the Assenting Governments.

_"_

GOLD PRODUCTION OF

2 g

OVER SIX MILLIONS GREATER THAN
IN THE PREVIOLUS YEAR.

1899

*

Comparative Statement by Director
of the Mint Roberts—Army and
Navy Retirements.,

+

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30.—The negotia-
tions opened by Secrctary IHay with the
great powers of Europe and with Japan
towards securing a common understanding
for a continued open door policy through-
out China have met with most gratifying
results. The State Department s unwilling
at present to make public the nature of
the replies received, as this Information will
be embodied In a speclal message to Con-
gress. But in other gquarters thoroughly
reliable and in a position to have trust-
worthy and accurate information, it 1is
learned that favorable responses have been
made by Greit Britain, Germany, France,
Russia, the Russian communication coming
as late as yesterday, and Japan. There
is no doubt, it is thought here, that Italy,
the remaining country addressed, will make
favorable answer, if, indeed, it has not
already done =o. The position of Italy is
felt to be assured by the favorable course
adopted by the other four great powers of
Europe.

The importance of this unanimous wver-
dict by all the first class powers of the
world—Great Britain, Russia, Germany,
France, Italy and Japan, in conjunction
with the United States—can hardly be over-
estimated, so far as it relates to the future
of China and the commerce of the world
in that empire. The State Department is
loath to discuss the far-reaching results
to be secured when the agrecement ad-
vances to the stage of formal consumma-
tion, for each favorable response is con-
ditioned on the favorable action cf all the
other partles, so that in each case the
negotiation may be regarded as short of
absolute finality., But while the depart-
ment iz sllent, the details come from
sources belleved to be fully conversant with
what#has occurred.

According to this information, the Brit-
ish answer was the first to be submitted,
and was exceptionally comprehensive and
explicit in ylelding to every suggestion
made by the United States relative to
maintaining the freest entry to the ports
of China. The British answer is sald to
emphasize the concurrence with the United
States by adopting word for word much
of the phraseology employed by Secretary
Hay when he addressed his original note to
Great Britain and the other powers. The
wording is such as to make plain that
the British government concurs for the
present and hereafter without limitation in
a policy of free access to China.

Although much secrecy was observed in
the transmission of the British answer, its
general purport soon became known at the
other European capitals, and there was not
a little irritation at what was regarded as
a precipitate response, purposely designed
to embarrass the continental powers by
showing Great Britain and the United
States acting in concert, while the rest of
the world held aloof. But this situation
was made much more satisfactory to the
continental powers by their determination
to act for themselves. Germany is said to
have been the next power to answer in the
affirmative. According to the information
already referred to, the German answer
was rather more vague than the one which
had preceded 1t, but its general tendency
was favorable, the only conditions being
that any arrangement as to free access to
China should be universal and assented to
by all of the powers.

THE FRENCH ANSWER.

The French answer is understood to have
come next, and the circumstances attend-
ing it were rather peculiar, and not in the
nature of a direct answer, although the re-
sult was regarded as most satisfactory.
Secretary Hay's note had been forwarded
‘9 Gen. Horace Porter, the United States
ambassador to France, who promptly
called upon M. Delcasse, minister of for-
elgn affairs in the French Cabinet. General
Porter made known his mission, whereupon
M. Delcasse showed the most sympathetic
spirit, and stated that he had already made
ample answer to just such a communica-
tion, although at the time he had not in-
tended it as an answer to the American
note. This answer, . Delcasse explained,
was given In a speech made by him on Nov.
24 in the French Chamber. The main point
of thaf® speech, in its reference to China,
was that France desired the most ample
freedom of commerce. M. Delcasse re-
ferred General Porter to this speech, and
told him that it fully gave the assurance
which the United States desired. It is sald
that the meeting was gratifying on beth
sides, and that the results were considered
to be a favorable acceptance from France.

The Russian negotiations have proceeded
less briskly. so that it seemed for a time
that Russia's attitude might not be favor-
able. This was dissipated, however, by the
Russian ambassador, Count Cassinl, in the
course of interviews with Secretary Hay.
On these occasions Count Cassinl pointed
out that a hurried answer was by no
means the best evidence of a favorable at-
titude toward the American proposition,
but that Russia was proceeding with due
deliberation in order to arrive at some

PRICE FIVE CENTS.

- —

enc2,” as well as the territory actually |
leased to the foreign powers, such as Ta-
lien-Wan, Kilao-Chau and the British and
French ports. Besides giving these assur-
ances Count Cassini showed personally the
most friendly spirit toward the American
proposition, as well as being desirous of
giving an answer In this case which would
be another Iinstance of the friendly co-
operation long observed between Russia
and the United States. The Russian po-
sition, it is understood, is similar to those
preceding it, with the same condition that
Russia alone shall not be bound, but that
all of the interested countries shall join in
the agreement to keep the ports ol China
forever open.

In what order In the negotiations Japan's
favorable attitude was made known can-
not be stated, but it suffices that Japan
made her position unmistakable In favor
of the American proposition, with the same
reservation as in all the other cases that
unanimity should be reached. Although
Italy is yet to be heard from definitely, no
doubt is entertained that this country also
will be favorable, thus making complete
the satisfactory responses of all the great
pewers,

L
GOLD AND SILVER.

Production in the United States Dur-
ing the Past Year.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30.—The prelimi-
nary estimate of the production of gold
and silver in the Uniied States during the
calendar year 1509, made by Mr. Roberts,
director of the mint, shows a total gold
production of $i0,694,170, an increase over
the production of last year of $,236,650. The
production of silver during the yecar ls es-
timated at $§74,424,696, an increase during the
yvear of $4,040,211. The gold production by
States for the years 182 and 1898 is given
as below:

States.
Nevada

1809,
$2,442,000
$06, 202

California

Idaho

Montana

Utah

Appalachlan States
Colorado

South Dakota
Arizona

Nfbw Mexlico

2,450,620
4,919,897
3,364,500
337,344
24, 000, (0
6, 120,000

176,900
56,126,900
2,255, 4%

227,700

23,1455, 300
5,655, 100
2. 465, 100

539,000

TOLAME ivisanies FERS R $70,694,170
British Klondike $16,114,150

The estimated production of silver (coin-
ing value) during 1899 and 1808 is glven as
follows:

States, 1899,
Nevada ..... Py SR R $1,.245,80
Washington 452,55

192,940
258,585
1,396,003
b.o17, 717
20,040,403
9,696,960
9,057
31,208,637
550,700
3,000,060
600, 000

1808,
$1,040,808
528,521
168,051
119,467
K30, 4148
6.500,0535
15,144 663
8,355,510
2,068
29,458 958
156,913
2,904,954
548,553
611,428
42,020

...... $74,424.606  $70,534,455

252,000

California

Idaho

Montana

Utah

Appalachian States
Colorado

South Dakota
Arizona

New MeXxICo covivincnss e
Texas ...... shEns inseTans soe
O‘hem LA R R R R R R R ]

R R

Totals ...vvvnvsveee .
British Klondike

The quarterly statement of the values of
foreign coins issued by the director of the
mint shows that during the last three
months the value of silver has decreased
.118 ecent per ounce and the wvalue of for-
eign silver coins has decreased accordingly.
These figures will be followed in estimating
the value of all foreign merchandise ex-
ported to the United States on and after
Jan. 1, 1900, .. »

The calendar year 190 will be marked by
the statutory retirement of a number of
prominent officers in the army and navy,
and incurs equal promotions in both
branches of the military service. Natural-
ly, because of its greater numerical
strength, the changes will be much more
numerous in the army than in the navy.
Among the retirements for age in the army
are those of Major General Wesley Merritt
and Brigadier General T. M. Anderson.
None of the officers of the highest grade
in the navy will retire on account of age
during the coming year. This is somewhat
unprecedented, as it s usual for from one
to four rear admirals to reach the retiring
age cvery year. The next rear admiral to
retire will be Rear Admiral F. V. MeNair,
the superintendent of the Naval Academy,
who relinquishes active duty Jan, 13, 1901,

* B

The Secretary of War has modified the
requirements as to physical proportions of
candidates for enlistment in the army. In
an order just lssued he says:

“It s not necessary that the applicant
ghould conform exactly to the figures indi-
cated In Paragraph 179. A variation not
exceeding ten pounds in welght or two
inches in chest measurement (at expira-
tion) below the standard given in the table
is admissable, when the applicant for en-
listment Is active, has firm muscles and is
evidently vigorous .an.d ‘health}'.

The Chinese minister, Mr. Wu Ting Fang,
has received a dispatch from China, stat-
ing the Li Hung Chang has been appointed
acting viceroy of two provinces in the
south of China, adjacent to Canton. The
minister says this is a marked distinction
to the venerable Chinese statesman, as the
provinces are among the most populous
and commercially Important in the em-
pire. Mr. Wu's dispatch clears up a mis-
appearance of LI Hung Chang at the head
ficial dispatch, stating that Earl Li would
be made viceroy of the province, that of
Canton, and that this would be followed
by a degredation. On the contrary, the
minister's advices show that the double
viceroyship Is an unusual honor, sald to be
analogous to that of viceroy of India. Tae
appearance of Li Hung Chaug at the head
of affairs in southern China, it is belleved,
will have an important influence In that
quarter where the French “sphere of in-
fluence'’ is supposed to be located.

e & @

Thomas M. Rees, corps of engineers, who
was recently called to account by the War
Department for visiting O. M. Carter, for-
merily of the army, in his cell at Governor's
island, in contravention of the articles of
war, has been relieved from duty at Fort
Totten, N. Y., and ordered to take station
at Tampa, Fla.,, relieving Captain Heary
Jervey, corps of enginesrs, who is assigned
to Captain Rees's formoer duties at Fort
Totten.

Representative Tayler, of Ohlo, chairman
of the speclial committee which Is investi-
gating the case of Brigham H. Roberts,
says the case will not come up for action
in the House before the middle of Janu-
ary. The arguments will begin Jan 4
When they are finished the committee will
form its conclusions. Then the report must
be written. As it will be exhaustive, the
greatest care will be required in Its prepa-
ration, and although it Is the Intention of
the committee to proceed as rapidly as pos-
sible. Mr. Tayler does not think the case
will reach the House before the middle of
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RAILWAY CLASSIFICATION COMMIT-
TEE IS NOT A TRLST.

*

Ruling by Attorney General Grigss .

on 8 Question Sabmitted by the In-
terstate-Commerce Commission.

*

HE CANNOT AID SHIPPERS

r

BECAUSE THE ANTI-TRUST LAW HAS
NOT. BEEN VIOLATED,

-»

The Classification of Rates, of Whiech
Mevchants Compliain, Is Not Effect~
ed by Means of a Contract.

>

RESTRAINT OF

&

NO TRADE

AND COMPETITION IS NOT SUP-
PRESSED BY THE RAILROADS.

—e

Each Line Fixes the Rates Provided
in the Classification—Consolida~
tion of Michigan Roads.

s

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30.—-Attorney Gen-
eral Griggs to-day returned to the Inter-
gtate-commerce Commission the transcript
of the evidence taken at & hearing before
the commission last week in the matter of
the new freight classification, with a view
to action by the Attorney General under the

anti-trust law, if, in his judgment, the case
warranted the same. The attorney goner-
al's letter follows:

“Gentlemen—] am in receipt of your com-~
munication of the 28th inst.,, and have given
the matter such careful consideration as
the limited time at my command has per-
mitted.

“1t appears that on the Sth inst. the In-
terstate-commerce Commission ordered an
inquiry with respect to certain in
freight classification made by ‘official class-
ification No. 20," which is to take effect Jan.
1. 19 At the conclusion of the testimony
taken at the hearing on the 2ist and 2324
inst., certain protesting shippers req
that a transcript of the
transmitied to the attorney general, clalm-
ing that a violation of the anti-trust law
had been shown. Accordingly you have
transmitted coples of ‘official clasifications
Nos. 19 and 20, a copy of the order for the
hearing, a transcript of the procesdings,
and a copy of the resolution and petition
of certain shippers. You express no opln-
jon on the maiter, but properiy leave me
to determine whether the facts shown war-
rant me in applying for an injunction to
restrain the operation of the new
fication on the ground that in adopting
the railroad companies violated the anti-
trust law.

‘“The interstate-commerce act went into
effect in 1857. To cuomply with its
vistons it was necessary. for. the
companlies upetialéns‘ lgltéﬂ :
to simpilly their frelg lassificatiom
cordingly, at the convention of the rali-
roads, a commillee Was sppointed to pre-
pare an official classification and submit
it to the companies for their ado This
was done, and an official class ton was
adopted, which was filed with the lnter-
stale-commerce Commission, and went Into
efiect April 1, 1567, Since that time nineteen
oflicial cl.;ssmcnul;ms have been prepared,
submitted (o the Tral companies,
adopiled and filed. During the current year
two classifications were filed, No. 15 on
Feb. 1, 159, and No. 19 (now In force) on
July 1, 1849, :

USED BY MANY ROADS.

“It appears from the testimony taken

before you that this official classification is

used substantially by the carriers operat-
ing in that part of the United States north

of the Ohlo and Potomaec rivers and east
of the Mississippi river. There is an oMi-

cial classification committee composed of
some fourteen rallroad officers from differ-
ent sections. This committee meets on the
call of its chairman or upon the request
of three members. At Its meetings sug-

ested changes are considered. Such
ghangcs as the committee with substantial
unanimity recommend areﬁ noted by the
h man and incorporate into a new
offict: classification, which s then sub-
mitted to each company for its individusl
action. Some sixty railroad companies
thus independently pass on the classifica=
tion. They signify thelr adoption to the
chairman, who, after the official classifica=-
tion has been thus adopted, flles it with
the lntvrst;eli‘-Cu'l;nﬂilert.‘ﬂ Commission, in
compliance with the law.

“The legality of the method of preparing,
adopting and filing the official classi‘ication

-
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has never before been questioned, nor, in-

deed, was it questioned in the complaints
leading to your order of the Sth inst,
which were that the changes are ‘discrimi-
nating and wrongful’ and will subject ship-
pers and shipments in the territory affected
‘to unreasonable charges and unjust dis-
crimination and undue prejudice and disad-
vantage.' The hearing was had to permit
the carrlers to explain to the shippers the
reasons for the proposed changes, with a
view to an amicable adjustment of the dif-
ferences. During the course of the tlestl-
mony it was repeatedly suggested that
your commission had no power to take
official gction at that time, but that aftes
the classification had gone into effect
would be open to shippers to make formal
complaint, Invoking the remedy provided
for unreasonable and unjust
tions by the interstate-commerce law.
ing the course of the hearing the shippers
who were present, protesting against the
changes, requested the carriers to postpone
the time for the official classification te
take effect for sixty or ninety days.
request was refused, the
that the effect of the changes could
determined by experience, and stating they
would be quite willing to consider com=
plaints and correct changes which
tical operation should prove to be
“It was after this request for »
ment had been refused that some of
shippers presented to the commission
resolution and positfon, which you
transmitted. This resolution recites
whereas the changes made by the
oficial classification, by Increasing
than ecarload rates over carioad
will greatly Inure to the benefit of
large shippers and to the detriment of
gmall shippers: and whereas, a
ment of thelr operation has been
therefore the shippers petition the
sion to lay the testimony before the
ney general in order that he may take
the official classification from going
operation.

REASON GIVEN FOR CHANGES.
“In yvour communication, after transmit-

sh¢

i

:

P

liti

|

-

_i

ting the testimony and papers which show

the facts above detalled, you say: T +
changes in classification are to be made for
the conceded purpose of Increasing the
rates on the articles advanced, and ther -
increasing the revenue derived by the o

the transportation of
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