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MRS. JESSIE B. FREMONT

Tin: nOM.WCK IX the lifd op-fa-

JIOI S IMTIIFIXDCtl'S WIDOW.

Second Daughter of Thonin II. Ken-

ton, .MlMooarl'n (irratrttt Stntesxc- -

juan An Klouement.

St. Lou! Po."t-JDl?patc- h.

In far away Los Angeles, besldo the
sea he loves and In the fruitful land her
lover and lifetime hero added to our na-

tional domain, the most famous St. Louis
girl, now seventy-si- x years old, la passing
her declining daya. "When the news was
flashed throughout the country a few days
ago that Mrs. Jepsle Hentern Fremont had
sustained a fracture of her hip by a fall,
personal friends In every State of the
Union and thousands who knew the ro-

mantic and ennobling story of her life were
anxious lest in her advanced age she might
not recover from her injury; but later it

as announced that the venerable lady
was doing well despite her years and under
the tender care of her daughter promised
soon to recover.

The life-sto- ry of Jessie Benton Fremont
Is a priceless heritage to the history of
the Nation. It combines supreme Joys,
bupreme sorrows, and above all supremo
love. It id the story of one splendid wom-

an's deathless devotion to the man who won
her heart in girlhood. It is the story of a
woman's hero-worshi- p, the hero being her
own husband, to whom she clung in failure
as In triumph. In viclsritudo as In victory,
when an ungrateful republic repudiated as
when nations applauded, when poverty's
wolf snarled at the doer as when fortune
smiled and fortune's sycophants smirked
and curtsied.

Her story is the one great national ro-
mance of America. In comparison to it the
classic talcs of romance stow tame. In the
ancient romances the hero went forth to
win his lady love's favor by doughty deeds.
In this story the lady was won in the sim-
ple, every-da- y manner, when tho hero was
young and poor and without great pros- -

fects; and afterward. Inspired by the
unbought affection and her rlne faith

In him as a man of destiny, he went forth
and made new maps of hi3 continent, be-
came the exploring Columbus of the new
world's unknown Interior, made pathways
over trackless mountains and added to the
domain of his country the empire of Cali-
fornia and the matchless harbor of the
Golden Gate.

The hero was John C. Fremont, the first
candidate of the Republican party for Pres-
ident, and in character the Roosevelt of his
day. His Ions' life is an Important and
thrilling pari of American history. It was
brimful of perilous adventure, hairbreadth
Kap, apparently foolhardy attempts re-

sulting la matchless achievements that
made the world ring with the plaudits of
his fame and pave new luster to a young
Nation's record already bright. It was an
unusual life, unique, without precedent or
prototype, a pure original.

TRUE IN ADVERSITY.
On the other hand It must be said that

It was a life of sorrow and of hopes un-

fulfilled. The great Fathllnder felt the sting
of political defeat, he tasted the bitterness
of official humiliation, for nearly fifty
years he lived under a cloud which gath-
ered whilst he was in the midst of his most
splendid achievements, and only when very
near the portals of death was the cloud dis-
sipated and a tardy but completo vindica-
tion came to crown the tottering old man
with content. But through all these glam-
ors of fortune and gloom of fate this man
knew one unfailing ray of comfort the
love of his wife, her unshaken faith, her
steadfast belief in him as the best and big-
gest man of his time. And sinco his death
her cottage home in Los Angeles has been
lihed with mementoes and portraits of the
Pathfinder, in token of her continued rev-
erence. This home was given to her by the
women of the city, as a tribute to one who,
without in any senso becoming a "new
woman," exercised an Influence over her
husband that enabled him to become a
great historical figure.

Of Mrs. Fremont it may be said substi-
tuting the capital for the throne

said:
'Amid a thousand peering littlenesses,

In that tierce light which beats upon a
throne,

Che wore the white flower of a blameless
life."

Jessie Benton was the second daughter of
Thomas Hart Benton, for thirty years
United States senator from Missouri. Her
childhood was passed at the family home
in St. Louis, at the senatorial abode in
Washington and at the family seat of her
maternal grandfather in Virginia, where
she was born May 31. 1S2I. She was only
fifteen when she first met young Fremont
in "Washington, Just returned from his first
exploring expedition' as a civil engineer,
with the rank of second lieutenant in the

s United States array. In his memoirs, writ-te- n

late in life, Fremont tells of this meet-
ing and his first impressions of his future
wife, the young lieutenant having escorted
the elder Miss Benton to a school concert
In Georgetown, where he was Introduced to
Jessie:

"Naturally I was attracted. She made the
effect that a rose of rare color in a beauti-
ful picture would have done. There are fea-
tures which convey to us a soul so white
that they impress with Instant pleasure,
and of this kind were hers. Her
ciuallties were all womanly and education
had curiously preserved the down of a
modesty which was innate. There had been
no experience of life to brush away the
bloom.

"Warm sympathies a generous pity for
suffering, and a tenderness and sensibility

v that made feeling take the place of mind;
and withal a sweet and happy and

forbearing temper which has remained
proof against the wearing of time."

With such first impressions Is it any won-
der that the young mathematician, poring
over maps and logarithms in a government
department at Washington, made swift
suit and won his ideal mate? Fremont was
nie girl's senior by twelve years, a hand-- .

me man who had traveled on perilous
iSurneys, a soldier of his country, a man

Was It any wonder that the daughter of
the great senator who pointed westward
and. exclaimed: "There is the east; there
lies the road to India," should fall in love
with this young man who already had ex-
plored and mapped a part of that west-
ward road?

HER PARENTS OBJECTED.
But Senator Benton, while admiring Fre-

mont, objected to the mctch. So also did
Mrs. Benton, who had waited seven years
until Benton resigned from the army and
established himself in a profession before
the would marry him.

"Your hero is only a poor second lieuten-
ant," Mrs. Benton said to Jessie. "What

.Other prospects has he?"
'Soldiering is merely a trade with

wages." said the senatorial father, noted
for his jKjmpous bearing, his pride and
his firm belief in the grtatness of things
Bentonlan. "Your, husband should have
a profession with prospects ahead."

Jessie apparently was dutiful, but love
was not to be overcome by these une?sen-tia- l

criticisms. In the meantime Fremont
had been called away on another explor-
ing expedition, and a few months later,
when he returned to Washington, he and
Jessie Benton slipped quietly away and
were married.

Yes, it was an elopement, but lacking
the customary unhappy consequences, for
when Senator and Mrs. Benton were in-

formed of the marriage they relented, and
thereafter Benton was almost as faithful
a believer in the manifest destiny of his
son-in-la- w as was his daughter. Benton,
In the Senate, working for the develop-
ment of the great West. Fremont in the
saddle or afoot, far in the remote moun-
tain fastnesses and on the arid plains,
opening that great West to civilization
the?e two men txcame one in purpose, xne
younger making real the creams of the
older.Shortly after the marriage Mr. and Mrs.
Fremont camo to St. Louis, and with a
party of St. Loulsians the lieutenant set
out upon n more Important expedition into
the wiltls than hitherto he naa undertaken.
In those days the trip from Washington to
St. Louis required two weeks, or longer, ac
cording to the Mag of water in the upper
Ohio. From Washington to Wheeling by
stage coach, on the "National road," was

the first relay and thence down the Ohio
and up the Mississippi by boat. Mrs. Ben-
ton thus describes St. Louis and her home
in those days:

"There was only one 'main street very
village like and not over a mile long.
What the elm is to some New England
towns the locust was to St. Louis: the nar-io- w

streets were bordered by them and
they were repeated everywhere. A
line of them made a delicious green screen
to the wide galleries which ran the length
of the house, on both stories, and their Ions
clusters of vanilla-scente- d blooms madepart of our home memories. It chanced
that my marriage connected me still more
closely with St. Louis and all the interests
of its neighboring countries because of their
connection with the explorations of Mr.
Fremont."

FREMONT'S RETURN.
Fremont was absent on his first expedi-

tion after his marriage for eighteen
months, in the wilds of the Rockies, dur
ing which time he placed the United States
flag on top of the highest peak in the
system, never before trodden by man. Mrs.
Fremont, at home in St. Louis, waited and
watched. She knew tho perils to which
her husband was exposed wild Indians,
wild animals, starvation, desert thirst,
fierce heats of summer and fiercer storms
of winter. At long intervals she received
irom him a letter assuring her of his de-
votion. Of this period she has written:

At one time in St. Louis for eight months
we watched every day and each nicht
made preparations for the sudden return
of Mr. Fremont. The supper table was
set afresh every day for eight months."

L.arly ono morning Fremont, thin as a
ghost, walked in. He had arrived in St.
Louis the night before, but had been in-
formed by a person ha met on the street
that his wife was at the bedside of a sick
cousin some blocks away. Fearing that
he would disturb the sick person should
he call at this house, the returned ex
plorer sat out nearly all night on a bench
in front of Barnum's Hotel, which was
the only open ground with trees, waiting
for the stars to grow pale. Finally the
hotel clerk went out and invited him to
take a room, and for the first time in a
year and a half he enjoyed a bed.

During the night an old colored man
Informed Mrs. Fremont that he had seen

Massa" Fremont's ghost, and the young
wife was considerably agitated at the silly
tale. "In the morning," says Mrs. Fre
mont, "the ghost walked in."

Later Fremont made several trips Into
the wild, his wife on one occasion ac
companying him Into Kansas, then a part
of the "Great American Desert." During
the early forties he was almost constantly
away from home penetrating the almost
or wholly unknown regions west of the
Rocky mountains, thoroughly exploring
and mapping that region as far north as
Oregon and as far south as Lower Cali
fornia, and when the war with Mexico was
declared he was in California with a small
force of troops and scouts and took the re-
sponsibility of conquering the Mexicans
and annexing the land of fruits to the
United States. General Kearney was sent
thither In command, and the impetuous
young lieutenant colonel his rank at the
time was Impatient of authority, having
had full sway in his new-discover- ed coun-
try for so long. So it happened that while
the world, was loud with praises of the
Pathfinder still only thirty-tw- o years old-- he

was ordered back to Washington for
court-martia- l.

Columbus went home In chains from his
discoveries. Fremont was not in chains,
but he was under arrest, and he felt the
sting of it. His noble wife was by his
side, cheering him with assurances of his
vindication.

The court-marti- al lasted from Nov 2, 1847,

until Jan. 31. 184S. It was a gigantic
struggle, but army Jealousies and army
red tape won the day and Fremont was
found guilty of mutiny, insubordination
and prejudicial conduct. The sentence waa
dismissal from the army. President Polk
approved the sentence except as applying
to mutiny, but In consideration of Fre-
mont's peculiar services revoked it. Fre-
mont, however, sent in his resignation, de-
claring that he would have complete vin-
dication or none, and thus he retired from
the army.

Much of the remainder of the story is
better known to present-da- y readers. Mr.
and Mrs. Fremont went overland to Cali-
fornia, bought a ranch and settled down,
the explorer making further expeditions
of research from , time to time. He be-

came territorial Governor and one of the
first United States senators from Cali-
fornia, as was his father-in-la- w from Mis-
souri, when this State was admitted.

HER HERO VINDICATED.
When Mrs. Fremont returned to Wash-

ington as the wife of a senator she felt that
in a I measure her hero had been partly
vindicated; and when, in 1S56, as a resident
of the State of New York, John C. Fre-

mont became the first candidate of tho
Republican party for President of the
United States, the vindication seemed more
nearly complete.

"And if he had been elected President,"
writes Mrs. Fremont, "there would have
been no civil war."

Such was her sublime faith in her hero.
St. Louisans remember how Major Gen-

eral John C. Fremont, of the volunteer
army, came to St. Louis in as com-
mander of the Western department; how
he issued a proclamation liberating the
slaves in the district, which was prompt-
ly revoked by President Lincoln; but per-
haps they do not remember that Mrs. Fre-
mont upheld her husband in this audacious
act, and declared that he was eternally and
lnalterably right.

"I went to St. Louis with brown hair
and came away in November gray," writes
Mrs. Fremont.

Later, when General Fremont was sent
to the command of the armies in western
Virginia and resigned his commission when
General Pope was put over him. Mrs. Fre-
mont upheld his action and defended him
against the censure of the Nation. He was
still her king, and the king could do no
wrong.

After this came years of struggle with
poverty for the Fremonts. There were
no taore worlds for the Pathfinder to map.
He was too old and too impetuous for mili-
tary service. Years before he had read
Blackstono by the light on blazing pine
knots around a camp fire in the Rockies,
while the snow was being whirled about
with blizzard fury. Fremont began the
practice of the law in the city of New
York. In this he was not successful.
The President appointed him Governor of
the Territory of Arizona in 1S75 and he
served four years. Years of retirement,
economical living and dreaming of the
past followed for Mr. and Mrs. Fremont.
Tho world had not forgetten them, but
little was heard of them in this period of
retirement.

One day ten years ago, in early spring,
a feeble but erect and handsome old man,
with long gray hair, entered one of the
department buildings at Washington. The
Secretary of War had sent for him. None
of the clerks knew the old man, who
waited hesitatingly until the secretary ap-
peared. The secretary grasped his hand
warmly.

"General Fremont," he said, "I have
good news for you."

When the secretary told the nature of
the good news the aged Pathfinder burst
into tears; and as he was led away by
the secretary, the clerks, who had over-
heard his name, also wept, for the news
was that a vague stigma which for near-
ly Hfty years had been upon the record of
General Fremont was wiped out. forever. In
the early days in California some govern-
ment money disappeared mysteriously. It
was In Fremont's keeping, but he could
not account for it. He was a mathemati-
cian, not a bookkeeper.

After half a century the War Depart-
ment clerks were at last able to figure
out that, instead of General Fremont owing
money to the government, the govern-
ment owed the general several thousand
dollars. This money was turned over to
the venerable explorer and he, hastened to
his humble home to tell his wife.

"You are nearly vindicated." she said,
"but not quite. It must come soon."

And so It did. Congress passed an act
restoring General Fremont to the army re
tired list with the pay of a retired major
general.

"You are vindicated," said Jessie Ben
ton Fremont, and together the aged
couple wept for their lost youth and the
Joys that might have been.

General Fremont died a few months after
his complete vindication.. His son, John
C. Fremont, is a lieutenant commander in
the navy, and during the recent war he
commanded the fastest boat afloat, the
torpedo boat Porter. Like his father, he
is dashing and impetuous. In California
Mrs. Fremont and her daughter still Iiv
in the present but dream of the past.

Dim Memories of School Studies.
New York Times.

Over their Scotch high balls two college
chums wert; chatting about their offspring
"By the way. Bob." said one of them, "did
we have analytical geometry in our course
when you and I were at college? My
youngster stumped me completely yester
day when he came home and told me ha
wanted some help about his analytical
geometry. I've been so Immersed In tSugar
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and Traction, in Steel and Grangers, since
I've been on the street that I didn't recog-
nize analytical geometry when the lad
asked me about it. and I had to confess I
was a bit shy. What is the confounded
thing, anyway? I don't seem to remember
having heard anything about it when I was
at college. Tell me, old chap, is it one of
the new-fangl- ed things they are teaching
or did we have a fling at it?"

The M. A. thus addressed took an unusu
ally long swig at his glass, and after sev-
eral moments' thought shook his head as
he answered: "Somehow the name seems
familiar, but I swear I shouldn't recognize
it if it came into this room. You'll have to
come again with something easier, if you
want me to answer it. I haven't a speaking
acquaintance with the party. Pump the kid
and find out what it is all about, tor it
rather interests me."

SOME LOUISIANA DISHES.

Victuals That Surprise and Please the
Northern Stranger.

Louisiana Letter in New York Sun.
The hungered stranger traveling through

Louisiana will be made welcome at dinner
in any "big house" between Shreveport
and the gulf. If he makes himself agree-
able he will be pressed to remain for the
nicht or for a week. In seven days he
will have encompassed twenty-on- e meals
at least, and. if he is from the North, he
will have noticed those dishes strange to
him. He will be introduced to such things
as sweet potato biscuit, crackling bread,
lye hominy, stewed biscuit, waflles, rice
cakes, souse, "backbone," small hard pork
sausages, dried in the smoke of oak trees.
and very hot with red bell peppers, jam- -
bolaya and gumbo. These things during
the week will be In addition to the usual
beef, mutton, chicken, ham and game of
all sortd. For dessert he will encounter
more than once sweet potato pie. There
will be freshly cooked flour bread at every
meal and at breakfast egg bread, made
of corn meal, will be a certainty. Bob Tay-
lor, former Governor of Tennessee, once
said that the Mason and Dixon survey was
the dividing line between cold bread and
hot biscuit, and he came pretty close to
the truth. Some of these dishes the North-
ern stranger will not like and of others
he will eat sparingly, because in many of
them dyspepsia lurks to assail the unseas
oned stomach. That is a disease which does
not seem to trouble Louislanians. and the
probability is that by defying it for two or
three centuries they have become Im
mune.

The gumbo made here is not the watery
and weak concoction which sometimes
masquerades under that noble name in
Northern restaurants. To make it a stock
of duck is absolutely necessary. Some-
times the stock is of chicken, but duck is
insisted upon by the best cooks. Into this
stock may be put oysters or crabs, or
shrimps, or even beef or mutton, though
these are unusual. Rice is a part of it al-
ways. For the gelatinous thickening which
distinguishes the true gumbo from the
false, the artist depends upon okra. or upon
the dried and powdered leaves of the sassa-
fras. Gumbo properly made can be eaten
with a fork if spoons be scarce. Jambo-lay- a

is a dish of meats of delicacy, fre-
quently of snow-whit- e veal, rice and red
pepper. Sweet potato biscuits are made
by mixing baked sweet potatoes with the
ordinary biscuit dough and baking brown.
When buttered hot they are of exquisite
flavor. Crackling bread is ordinary corn
bread mixed, when in its liquid state, with
cracklings, which are bits of meat left after
all the lard has been rendered from fat
pork. They are very greasy and very crisp,
and, if taken at night, make weird dreams.
Lye hominy is whole grains of Indian corn
soaked in lye made from wood ashes until
the outer covering peels off. It is then
served either boiled or fried. Stewed bis-
cuit are prepared by taking a porcelatn-Une- d

saucepan and filling Its bottom with
a layer of biscuit split In half. On this
is placed a layer of butter. Then follows
a layer of biscuit and a layer of butter,
and so on until the pan Js nearly filled. Milk
Is poured over the whole. Souse is the
Southern name for hogs-hea- d cheese, home-
made. "Backbone" is the spine of the hog
stewed with a lot of rich condiments and
served with a very thick gravy.

It might be supposed that diet of this
kind continued for months would be a good
thing for doctors and undertakers, but it
does not work out that way. For six months
of the year Louisiana has a hot and ex-
hausting climate. There is not a point of
It that is 500 feet above sea level. Miasma
and maiaria are common, yet people seem
to live as long here as elsewhere. As for
the dellclousness of the food and the skill
with which It Is prepared, they csnnot be
praised too highly. Many of the negro chefs
In the southern part of the State have a
distinct French tinge to their work, but in
central and northern Louisiana the cook-
ery does not differ In any way from that
of Georgia or Virginia, save in the dishes
that are prepared. It is still the custom
among the planters to divide the day with
three meals, breakfast from 7 to 8 in the
morning, dinner at half-pa- st 1 in the after-
noon, and supper at 7 in the evening. It is
still the custom, also, winter and summer,
that every member of the household. In-

cluding guests, shall be waked about day-
light by an old negress who enters the
room unbidden and bears upon a tray small
cups of delicious black coffee and small
round light cakes. These viands are to be
eaten and drunk in bed. This procedure Is
accompanied with less of ceremony than a
religious function, but it is thought to be
every bit as important. It had its rise in
the endeavor of the early settlers to dis-
cover some preventive of the effects of
miasma in the early Louisiana mornings.
It was finally found that hot coffee was a
better protector than anything else, dis-
counting whisky or other forms of alcohol.
Everybody In a Louisiana household is sup-
posed to be out of bed and dressed for at
least an hour before breakfast,1 and tardi-
ness at table is not excused, save in the
case of the young women of the family,
who may have been to a neighborhood
dance on the night before. Considering the
tremendous variety of the market and the
skill and healthfulness with which all foods
are prepared, it would seem that Mr. Ed-
wards 13 correct in his assertion that any
man who can stay and won't stay in rural
Louisiana in the winter time has "less
sense than a string of dead fish."

Skunk am Family rets.
Correspondence of the Rural New Yorker.

I would like to ask you one question.
Why do you say "Don't," when anyone
mentions skunk breeding? I have had not
a little experience with skunks, and think
that in the hands of the right person skunk
breeding might be made very profitable. In
the fall of 1895 I caught a very black
skunk, a female, in a weak-springe- d rat-tra- p.

A little later I caught a male. I
kept them in an old granary, and they be-

came very tame. May 12, 1S07, when walk-
ing through a little wood I found a female
skunk with considerable white on her. I
took my boot lace, made a snare of it,
and put it on a pole; after considerable
maneuvering I managed to slip It over the
skunk's head, and so caught her without
frightening her much. When she found
that I did not wish to hurt her she allowed
me to carry her home. Two days later,
when I went to look at her, I found five
little skunks with her they looked like
young rats, and had broad white stripes
down their backs. Two days later the
first skunk I caught the black one which
I had kept all winter, had six little ones,
four of them black like their mother, the
other two had broad white stripes down
their backs. The mother was very tame,
and allowed me to take the little ones in
my hands whenever I chose, provided I
moved carefully and did not frighten her
by quick movements. As four of these lit-

tle skunks were black, like the female
parent, and two white like the male, I
think they might, in a few generations, be
bred all black, which would add greatly
to the value of their skins. Black skunks
are somewhat rare. A weasel killed the
eleven little skunks when they were four
weeks old, and the old ones escaped
through a broken window when I was ab-
sent from home.

A neighbor of mine caught a very young
skunk; he kept it in the house cellar all
winter, and frequently carried it upstairs,
where it would play about the house like
a young kitten. There was no odor from
it whatever. It died the next summer, I
think from being overfed during the win-
ter for thev are hibernatinc animals. If
the scent glands could be removed from
young skunks, and I tnink it quite pos-
sible, skunk breeding might be made very
nmtiiiiMA TliiHnc the time I had them
I learned a great deal about the habits
of skunks; they are geniie. easily Kept,
and certainly made novel rets.

Spring; and Autumn.
"Thou wilt forget me." "Love has not such

word."
The oft tprlng wind Is whispering to the

trees.
Araor.sr Hm Mossoms have the hoverlcg bees

Those whispers heard?

"Or thou wilt change." "Love changeth not,"
he said.

The purple heather cloys the air with scent
Of honey. O'er th moors her lover went.

Nor turnfd hi head.
V,'. J. Linton. In New York Tribune.

Young & McMurray. Tailors. 42 N. Fenn, it.

THE EMPRESS OF CHINA

Tili: LIFE AND CHARACTER OF A
It CM Alt KABLE "WOMAN.

Weight of Evidence Stamps Her as
"Ignorant, Timid, Self-Wille- d,

-

Avaricious and Sanguinary.9

John Foord, In New York Times.
Our former minister to China, Charles

Denby, has been severely taken to task
by the Shanghai press for his reference to
the Empress Regent of China as one of
the great women of the world, who will go
down to history as the compeer of Cathe
rine, Elizabeth and Victoria. The colloca-
tion was somewhat lacking In congrulty.
but the most serious offense was taken at
the mention of the name of Victoria in this
connection. One paper found it difficult
to characterize In the terms it deserved
"such an inexcusably impudent statement
as that made by Col. Denby." It acquitted
him of any intention to insult the Queen,
but added that his mind was of so sluggish
a character that when he wrote the sen-
tence quoted he probably did not see what
it implied. Americans resident in China
wrote in approval of these criticisms, and
altogether the attempt of the ex-minis- ter

to make an admirOle historic character
out of the redoubtable old lady who is at
present engaging the attention of the world
was not a success among the community
which may be supposed to be best In-

formed on the subject.
On behalf of Col. Denby. however, It

should be stated that others have found
reason to praise the Empress dowager.
The Judicious Mr. Martin, who resided for
forty-fiv- e years in China as missionary,
ai'd as one of the professors of the Im-
perial College, wrote a book based on his
experience, in which he says that among
China's Empresses there are not many to
compare with the Dowager Tszehlv He
calls her a representative woman,' one
carefully educated, and full of sympathy
lcr the distresses of her people, and not
less distinguished for patriotism than forhumanity.

When some ingenious historical investi-
gator undertakes to rehabilitate the char-acter of the Empress dowager, who is more
likely to be bracketed with Messallna than
with Queen Victoria, he will doubtless de-
rive much comfort from the testimony of
Colonel Denby and Dr. Martin. Meanwhile
the weight of evidence seems to be on theside of the Shanghai view, which stamps
her as "Ignorant, timid, self-wille- d, ava-
ricious and sanguinary." of unbridled pas-
sions and most royally unconventional In
her general mode of morality. The pro-
scribed reformer, Kang Yu Wei, on whose
head the Empress dowager has set a very
large price, may not be regarded as an al-
together unprejudiced witness, but it is
worth noting) that he accuses the old lady
of taking daily delight in licentious pleas-
ure, and says that she does not read books,
is quite Ignorant of all foreign affairs and
that therefore, when requested to foundcolleges, build railways, open mines, con-
struct machinery, encourage commerce and
foster agriculture, she resolutely refused togrant anything. "She prefers to permit
foreign nations to Invade us rather than
exert herself to oppose them. But this Isas if one held out a sword, handle first, to
one's enemy."

THE EMPRESS'S MANY NAMES.
This truly remarkable woman, who has

enjoyed for at least a generation the dis-
tinction of ruling over a fourth of the hu-
man race, and who is held in awe by Chi-
nese and Manchus of all ranks and condi-
tions, has a name as formidable as her
position. Dr. Martin gives it as follows:
Tszehl Tonayu Kangl Chaoyu Chuang-chen- g

Bhokung Chlnhlen Chungslh. The
orthography does not follow the accepted
standards, but, however spelled, the name
is not likely to pass Into general use. As
to the origin of the owner of this sesquipe-
dalian visiting card authorities differ. "A
Manchu and born of a noble house," says
the ex-profes- of the Imperial College..
"By race and birth a Chinese, and not a
Manchu at all risen from the obscurity
and questionable morality of a singing
girl's life." say tho ribald Journalists ofShanghai and Hong-Kon- g.

This much at least is certain, that theEmpress dowager was one of the second-ary wives of the Emperor Hslen Feng, who
fled from Peking to Mongolia on the ap-
proach of the Anglo-Frenc- h troops in 1860.
The Emperor died at his hunting lodge, inJeho, after having made a will in which
he bequeathed the guardianship of the heirpresumptive to the throne to his first wife,
tne legal Empress, and to the secondary
one, who was the child's mother. The con-
fidence of the Emperor had evidently been
reposed in tho first or legal wife, who wasa woman of great gentleness and purity
of character. In deference to the funda-
mental law of the dynasty, that no woman
and no eunuch should ever reign or rule inChina, the Emperor in his will nominateda council to act during the minority of his
Infant son, afterwards the Emperor Tung
Chih. At the death of Hslen Feng, thepresent Empress dowager was twenty-seve- n

years old. It did not at all suit either
her disposition or her plans for the future
to have the whole power of the empire
pass into the hands of the council of re-
gents while she devoted herself to domestic
duties. She accordingly proposed to
Prince Kung, the brother of the late Em-
peror, to suppress uie council and set up
the two empresses in its place, leaving
the prince himself, however, to be the real
executive and de facto ruler of China. As
an illustration of how the same event may
strike different narrators, and as, incident-
ally, showing how greatly the point of
view may modify any Judgment of the ca-
reer and character of the Empress dow-
ager, here are two accounts given by what
must be deemed competent authorities of
the coup d'etat engineered by Prince Kung.

DR. MARTIN'S ACCOUNT.
First, the suave and cautious Dr. Martin:

"Sushun and Toanhea, two princes of the
blood, taking possession of the infant, con-

ciliated the ladles by proclaiming a re-
gency in their name, and bringing the new
Emperor back to Peking. Prince Kung
was an obstacle to their ambition, and he
was marked for destruction, but, acting on
the advice of his father-in-la- w, the astute
old Kweiliang, he was too quick for his
enemies, who were seized and decapitated.
The imperial ladies, grateful for deliver-
ance from the self-constitut- ed guardians
of their son, proclaimed him 'Icheng-Vang- ,'

a Joint regent."
Second, the cynical old China hand who.

from time to time, adorns the pages of
uiacKwooa s magzine with luminous com-
ments on Chinese affairs:

"Prince Kung yielded to the seduction.
and thus became accessory to the viola-
tion of the dynastic law of what other
law. human or divine, it is needless to par-
ticularize. The dilatory Chinese can beprompt enough on occasions, as has re
cently been seen, and Prince Kung took
the first opportunity of executing the plot
hatched by his sister-in-la- w. The regents
were returning from the obsequies of the
deceased Emperor when Prince Kung
launched trumped charges against them ofneglect or certain funeral rites, and had
them arrested on the road, and executed.By this summary violence the two Empresses were securely established aa re-
gents, with Prince Kung as chancellor of
tne empire.

The two Empresses lived in separate
buildings in the great Inner city of Teking,
and, from the position of their respective
palaces, the one was known as the( East-
ern and the other as the Western Em-
press. The latter title belonged to the lady
now under consideration, whose stronger
and more unscrupulous character very
soon asserted itself In the direction of af-
fairs. She was loyally supported by PrinceKung and other capable men, and between
im and 1SSD was the real ruler of China.
Enough of rebellion, insurrection, and in-
ternal difficulties had to be faced In that
time to task the ablest statesmanship, and
it Is the testimony even of unfriendly crit-
ics that the Empress Regent and her ad-
visers- acquitted themselves creditably
through it all.

BREAKS WITH PRINCE KUNG.
Two of her three ruling passions have

been the love of money and the lust of
power, and it was the latter which
prompted her to break with Trine? Kung.

Ihat politic personage had adroitly con-
trived to play off the gentle Eastern Em-
press against the masterful Western one,
with the natural result of making the lat-
ter as anxious to get rid of her brother-in-la- w

as she had been of the Council of Re-
gency. The assumption of power by the
Emperor Tung-Chi- h in 1ST3 averted a con-
flict between his mother and uncle, and
probably left the Empress dowager with
a freer hand to control affairs than she
had before. The son appears to have Inher-
ited some of his mother's characteristics,
without any of her strength. He reigned
but two years, dying, as was believed,
from the result of hl3 own excesses.

With the disappearance of Tung Chih
from the stage the role of his mother
would appear to have been definitely ter-
minated. There was certainly no legal
pretext under which she could continue to
administer the affairs of China. But, in
the words of our Blackwood authority,
"her appetite had grown by what it fed
upon. She had now fourteen years' school-
ing in statecraft, and she resolved that,
per fas aut nefas. reign who might, she
would govern." The fact that there was
no other competent ruler in sight, either
within the imperial circle or outside of it,
doubtless helped her ambition. In any
case, she was able to usurp without ques-
tion the right to nominate the heir to the
throne, and this she did by adopting, on
behalf of her husband, who had been dead
fourteen years, a second son in the person
of her sister's child. This infant was ac-
cordingly proclaimed Emperor under the
style of Kuang Hsu. and his name has
been used during the last twenty-thre-e
years chiefly to sign the edicts of his im-
perious aunt. The eastern Empress died
at an opportune moment, leaving the west-ter- n

Empress thereafter to be known as the
Empress dowager and in undisputed pos-
session of the field. There was only Prince
Kung to be reckoned with, whose son was
the legal heir to the throne. The two.
whose relations had at first been extremely
intimate, had become mortal enemies, and
after the master stroke of the Empress In
1875 they wrangled for another nine years,
till a pretext was found in 1S84 for de-
grading and dismissing the prince from
his offices. It was on the younger brother
of Kung, who was also the father of the
Emperor, that the Empress dowager was
supposed to lean during the minority of
Kuang Hsu. But this was merely a con-
cession to the requirements of prestige and
legality; her real right hand during this
period was LI Hung Chang.

RESOLVED INTO FACTIONS.
In time the Emperor came of age, but his

aunt and adoptive mother was so little dls
posed to give up the reins of power that
she compelled him to enter into a private
treaty whereby, in making over to him full
powers, she specifically reserved to herself
certain articles, twenty-fiv- e In number, and
she is said to have retained In her posses-
sion a most Important seal, without which
the Emperor's authority could never be
complete. Be this as It may, there Inevita-
bly grew up an Emperor's party and a
dowager's party, the former attracting to
It most of the progressive minds among
the ruling caste, and' the latter standing
by the old ways and obstinately maintain-
ing the old traditions. It had not been al-
ways so. because In 1SS9 the Empress dow-
ager and LI Hung Chang stood for rail-
road construction and the Introduction of
other Western ideas into the empire. But
the new party of progress went so very
much further than they were prepared to
go that by the very necessity of the case
the conservatism of China found itself em-
bodied In those who upheld the authority
of the Emperor's aunt.
. The conflict between the two came to a
head In 1S08, and it became a question
whether the Empress and her friends
should have to fly for their lives or should
reduce the advisers of the Emperor to that
necessity. In September, 1838, a decision
was very promptly reached by the Empress
dowager, and, having first possessed her-
self of the military force of the capital, or,
what amounted to the same thing, having
seen it transferred to trustworthy hands,
she compelled the Emperor to sign a de-
cree ordering his own deposition. This was
dated Sept. 22, 189S. and in addition to the
order deposing himself the Emperor was
made to appoint his aunt regent of the
empire. It was feared at the time that
she had made away with her nephew,' and
for weeks, if not months, after it was as-
sumed that she was merely awaiting a
favorable moment to announce his death.
But she contented herself with reducing
Kuang Hsu to a condition of Innocuous
desuetude and had him confined on a small
island in the palace grounds, with no avail-
able means of communicating with the
shore except with her consent.

Even this isolation, however, did not ap-
pear to be sufficient to give the dowager
Empress a feeling of perfect security, and
on the 24th of January last, a week before
the Chinese New Year, an edict was - is-
sued announcing the Emperor's abdication
of the throne in favor of another Juvenileprotege of the lady who proposed to reign
as long as she lived. This move was by no
means unexpected, but it had some very
unexpected results. Among them was the
awakening of a genuine public opinion in
China and the filing of protests from allparts of the empire against the contem-
plated act. There is nothing quite so as-
tounding in the recent history of a para-
doxical people as the immediate submission
of the Empress dowager and her kitchen
cabinet to the veto of a number of scat-
tered officials, merchants and gentry,
throughout the empire. The fact that some
of those who protested were immediately
branded as traitors and orders issued for
their arrest does not serve to make the
mystery any plainer. The fact remains
that this one notable blunder of the Em-
press dowager has to some extent created
public opinion In China, an opinion which
if disregarded would very evidently have
led to revolution.

REFORMERS LOST THEIR HEADS.
The sanguinary disposition of the Em-

press dowager had full opportunity to dis-
play Itself when the Emperor abdicated
two years ago. ' Six of the reformers who
had been held responsible for his too pre-
cipitate method of reorganizing the gov-
ernment of the empire lost their heads, and
some three hundred others were marked
out for slaughter., The numbers of the
proscribed have been considerably swelled
by those who got up the petition against
the Emperor's dethronement. That this
was deliberately planned does not admit
of a doubt, though the Empress dowager
did leave herself the loophole, by means
of which she escaped the consequences of
her own somewhat rash design. The child
who was elected to succeed the present
Emperor, and who is still his official suc-
cessor, was designated as the heir of Tung
Chih, the Emperor who died twenty-fiv- e
years ago, and not of Kuang Hsu. By this
action it was proposed to blot out the lat-
ter from the list of Emperors of China,
and the year beginning with the 31st of
January last would have been known as
the first year of whatever dynastic title
should be selected for the six-year-o- ld son
of Prince Tuan.

That the Empress dowager yielded to the
pressure of public opinion in a matter on
which she had so resolutely set her mind
is evidence enough that China is by no
means the inert mass that some people
believe it to be, and Is also evidence that
the present disorders could be very readily
cured were there an honest disposition at
Peking to terminate them. It is difficult to
reconcile the existence of these disorders
with any clear perception on the part of
the Empress dowager of the true relation
which China bears to the rest of the world,
and it is therefore difficult to accept the
valuation which would place her among
the truly great women or history.

WHY BOOKKEEPERS DO NOT MARRY

Remarkable Requirements They De
mand in Their Wives.

Chicago Tribune.
The Bookkeeper, a trade paper devoted

to the interests of men in that profession,
Is trying to find out why bookkeepers do
not marry. The discussion- - began with a
letter from A. TV. Murray, of Dowaglac,
Mich., who told his experience in trying
to get a married bookkeeper. He wanted
a married man because he believed such
a one would be steadier and more relia-
ble and also more adaptable, the latter
trait being developed "by constant fight-
ing between man and wife, each being
compelled at times to give way to .the
other." Mr. Murray put an advertisement
In the Tribune offering a position at $75
a month to a married man. He Fays that
of the sixty-seve- n applications he received
only four said they - were married, and
he doubts If this represents the true pro--

of married and unmarriedEortlon as many single men evidently
omitted to answer an advertisement that
explicitly stated the candidate must have
a wife. Five of the applications were en-
gaged and one said he would marry if he
obtained the situation. The four married
men were aged thirty-eigh- t, forty-tw-o.

fifty and sixty-on- e years, from which Mr.
Murray concludes there are no young mar-
ried bookkeepers.

The Bookkeeper, in commenting upon Mr.
Murray's letter, declares that the firht and
foremost reason why bookkeepers do not

marry Is that they cannot afford it. A man
of fair education and refined tastes wants
a wife with similar traits, and the two
cannot exist together and raise a family on
a salary of $73 a month, with slight chance
of Its being raised. Then the woman who
would be congenial to such a man would
not be willing: to take the risk. The ideals
of bookkeepers In the matter of wives must
be high, indeed, for c;e correspondent, in
telling of the kind of spouse An accountant
should have, gives these qualities as abso-
lutely essential: "Alertness, equipoise.
judgment, skill, taste, tact, beauty, a na
ture enriched with varied and exact
knowledge, mind chaste and strong through
discipline, lofty Ideas, the Incomparable
grace of unselfish ministry." Perhaps the
cherlslng of such ideals may be as much
responsible as the small salaries paid book-
keepers for their failure to marry.

CARDINAL COTTI.

The Distinguished Carmelite Favored
for the Papacy by Leo XIII.

New York Tribune.
It by no means follows that because Leo

XIII has designated Cardinal Gottl as his
successor to the papacy the latter will fill
the chair of St. Peter at the death of the
present occupant. In fact, the history of
the papacy shows that attempts of this
kind on the part, of pontiffs to influence the,
vote of the conclave that follows their
death have as a rule failed. This is largely
due to the fact that toward the close of any
pontificate, especially when it has been one
of such length as that of Leo XIII. there
Is always a tendency on the part of the ma-
jority of the college of cardinals to oppose
the policy of the Pope. Just at the pres-
ent moment the opposition to the views and
intentions of the present Pope is pro-
nounced, and it was with the object of
showing that he was aware of the spirit
of hostility existing against him in the
senate of the church that his Holiness took
the extraordinary step a few weeks ago of
dismissing the popular Cardinal Parocchl
from his post of vicar general.

Yet if there is any credence to be at-
tached to the prophecies made by the Irish
Archbishop St. Malachy eight hundred
years ago, predictions which may be said
to have been fulfilled in the case of every
other pontiff who has occupied the chair
of St. Peter since that time. Cardinal Got-
tl Is assuredly destined to be the next pope.
St. Malachy did not, of course, predict the
names of the various pontiffs, but a species
of motto for each. Taking the popes of
the present century alone, St. Malachy
prophesied the motto "Peregrinus Apostlli-cu- s

(Apostolic Pilgrim) for the first of the
number, namely. Plus VI, whose exile and
wanderings are well recalled, and who died
a prisoner of France at Dijon.

The motto predicted for the next Pope
was "Aquilla Rapax" (Rapacious Eaglet,
and Pius VII not only had a black, eagle
vn his family coat of arms, but likewise
had much to suffer from Emperor Na
poleon. who instituted the eagle as the em-
blem of imperial France. Another motto
was that of "De Balnels Etrurlae" (frcm
the baths of Tuscany). This was applied
to Poie Gregory XVI, who was a Tuscan.
For his successor St. Malachy prophesied
"Crux do Cruce" (Cress from the Cross),
and there is no Pontiff in modern ages who
has been called upon to face so much dis-
aster as Pius IX, who. after suffering exile
and many misfortunes, was finally de-
prived of the possession of the Eternal
City and of his temporal sovereignty,
"Lumen de Coelo" was predicted by St.
Malachy for his successor. Now, this la
the family motto and part of the armorial
bearings of the counts of Peed, of whom
Leo XIII is the most eminent. St Ma-
lachy give3 the motto of "Ignis Ardens"
for the next Pope. Now, this is the motto
of Cardinal Gottl.

The cardinal, unlike most of those who
have occupied the chair of St. Peter, is a
man of most humble origin, his father
having been a dock laborer at Genoa. He
received his education from the Jesuits, but
joined the novitiate of the Carmelite order
at the age of flxteen, and eventually be-
came a Carmelite monk, under the name of
Father Gerome. He took part in the Ecu-
menical Council as theological adviser to
the general Order of Carmelites In 1870. and
In 1S1 became general of the order. It
was while general and chief of the Order of
Carmelites that he visited this country, as
well as every land where the Carmelites
had any houses in Europe.

He spent a number of months In England
and Ireland, and in 1S32 resigned the office
or general of his order and proceeded as
special delegate of the Pope to Brazil, for
the purpose of reorganizing the Roman
Catholic Church there, the constitution of
which required extensive modifications in
consequence of the abolition of the mon-
archy and the establishment of a repub-
lican form of government. He spent sev-
eral years in Brazil, giving satisfaction
alike to the Brazilian government and to
the Pontiff by his spirit of conciliation, and
on his return to Italy was created cardinal,
taking for his title church St. Marie Delle
Scala, which Is the property of the Car-
melite Order.

Cardinal Gottl Is a man about sixty-fou- r
years old and still In the full force and
vigor of age. His knowledge of canon law
Is asserted by many to be superior to that
of any other member of the Sacred College,
while his generalship of the Carmelite
Order has had the effect of endowing him
with prompt and thoroughly businesslike
habits. He is a distinguished orator, speaks
French with rare perfection and Latin with
as much grace as Leo XIII. His most
conspicuous characteristic, however. Is his
spirit of conciliation, and It Is precisely
this that seems destined to stand In the
way of his election as pontiff. For he will
have against him all the powerful lntran-slgea- nt

party In the Sacred College, as
well as the whole weight of the Order of
the Jesuits, which is opposed to him, not
only as the member of a rival order, but
likewise as one who, after receiving his
education from the Jesuits, deserted their
company in order to become a Carmelite
monk.

THE EFFORT OF IIIS LIFE.

An Editor's Great lilt vrlth an Ob-sca- re

Article.
New Orleanj Times-Democr- at.

" "The art of obfuscatlon. or making
plain things obscure, is very valuable to
professional politicians and wrangling per-
sons," said an editorial writer who had
stopped in to chat with a group of re-

porters during the lull In the night's work,
"but of course it's the last thing In the
world a newspaper man ought to culti-
vate. Nevertheless. It was of signal service
to me on one occasion, and, Incidentally,
the story may have some slight moral. I
was working at the time on a cer-
tain Journal in a certain city I don't care
to give away, when a big fight came up
between tho municipal authorities and a
great corporation. I was handling another
line of toplos Just then, and the wrangle
interested me so little I never read a word
on the subject, and knew absolutely noth-
ing about it. Consequently I was thunder-
struck one night to receive an imperative
order from the proprietor to write an elab-
orate editorial review of the whole situa-
tion. Everybody else had gone home, there
was no time to read up, and finally. In des-
peration. I grabbed pen and paper and
plunged Into the task. I wrote about two
columns, and talk of your Delphic oracles,
your doubleback-actlo- n treatises on Chris-
tion Science, and everything else that reads
seven ways for Sunday! They . simply
weren't in it with that literary gem! It
had a certain wlerd air of plausibility, and
left tho impression that a strong argument
had been built up step by step, but I defy
any man on earth to say what It was
driving at. I still regard It as the finest ex-
ample of obfuscatlon extant. Well, I
came down town next day, in fear and
trembling, and the first man I encountered
was the city attorney, who grasped me
warmly by the hand: 'I want to congratu-
late you on that masterly editorial!' he
exclaimed. 'It is the most limpid and log-
ical exposition of the subject that was ever
written, and doesn't leave that soulless
monopoly a leg to stand on!' I could hardly
believe my ears, and made some incoherent
reply. In less than an hour who should
I bump Into but the chief mogul of the
fighting corporation. 'I'm told you wrote
that editorial! he shouted, slapping me
on the tack. 'Accept my personal thanks!
Nobody In the State has shown such a
profound grasp of the actual situation or
presented it with such exquisite clearness.
In my opinion it absolutely Insures our
success." That left me dazed and limp,
but by night, after I had been sim-
ply deluged with congratulations from
every source, it slowly dawned on
me that I had made an important
discovery. I had found out how to
please both sides. I have never tried It
since, however." One of the reporters
coughed discreetly. "I mean not Intention-
ally." said the editorial writer.

An Old Miniature.
For this plumed and pondered head.
Rwerds have crossed and hearts have bled.
And for one glance of these eyes
Men turned tools, who once ere ise.
Tim would pick and steal among
All the charms the bards had sung;
Death drew her aside and kissed her.
Bo the pilfering finer m missed her,

o sh still is young.
E. B. rinilay, la June Oatut?.

.

Brown Took the Hint.
By Our Own Cartoonist,)

Robinson Do you know, Brown,
in all my travels in Europe I never
found a beverage that I liked as
well as Duesseldorfer Beer, made
right here in Indianapolis?

Brown That'll do, old fellow.
I can take a hint as quick as any-

body. Here, waiter, two bottles of
Duesseldorfer.

This fine beer and
other beers and ales of

the famous

Progress Bramel

are made by the

Indianapolis
Brewing Co.

Telephone 578 and we deliver
at your home or club.

RAILROAD TIME CARD.

thus: Daily, a Sleeper. P Parlor Car, C
Chair Car. I Dining Csr.t Kxctpt fiunday.
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E. C. ATKINS & CO.
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