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PRICE FIVE CENTS.
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INDIANAPOLIS, SUNDAY MORNING, JULY 1, 1900.

PRICE FIVE CENTS

——

L_ow

Is reached in our present offér of strictly
e Piust VRV VROV
all-wool Suits, of the $7.50, $8.00, $10.00

and £12.00 grades. at

e e

low price o

f .

We desire to place special emphasis on this offeri
to fix prices so low that the most casual inspection will result in sales.
trimmed, and comprise only all-wool Cassimeres, Cheviots and Worsteds of the latest patterns.
wears one of these suits will be well and satisfactofily dressed.

ater

the unprecedented

Marik

$6.85

It is induced by a disappointing business season and our determination
These suits are well and handsomely made and

We gunarantee that whoever

Do not let the low price discredit our offer.

We Have Two Grades of Especially
Fine Suits for Boys

They comprise Cassimeres and Worsteds, in stripes and checks, iz-

cluding Blue Serges, with single or double-breasted vests, made up
in the very best of style, which wenowofferat............¢c.c0.0es

We are making a special run on summer goods. These are par-

$8.00;$10.00

ticularly in season now that the Fourth of July is in sight.....

Striped Flanne! Coats and Pants —either siagle or double-breasted Coats—in all colors, of the newest,
latest 20d nobblest PatICrBE. . .. .. .ccoivercviarnrrratscnsnnnnnnsssnananns

LR

$7.00, $9.00 and $10.00

Black, blue and gray Serge Coats and Vests......$4.00, $5.00, $6.00 and $7.00
Serge Coats alone, in blue or black, single or double breasted. ......$3.00 to $5.00
White or fancy Vests, single or double breasted.......ei0v0ee ae e . $1.00 to $3.50
White Duck Pants..coeciccecaleeccecsccnncssacncssscssossesescs . D28 to $2.00
Alpaca Coats, all grades, to fit all sizes and shapes..$1.00, $1.50, $2.50 and $3.00

NEW/ ARCADE..

Largest Exclusive One-Price Clothing House in the State.

10 W. WASH. ST.
Atsssee.. Money Cheerfully Refunded if Purchases Are Unsatisfactory .sesa

Piano Bargains!

We have CARLOADS of Pianos to be
sold in the next 30 DAYS at

Now you can go fishing and
camping, but be sure you go

with a good outfit from the

Indianapolis Tent and

Awning Co.

20 South Alabama Street.
Both 'phones, 1122,

EDUCATIONAL.
SUMMER SCHOOL

Shorthand, Tel . Il )
ln-mm brn all -

Write for particulars or call for per-
interview.

HEEB'S BRYANT & STRATTON

Blusiness iivessrr Y

When Bullding, opposite P. O., Pennsylvania St
VOoRIES'S

USINESS COLLEG

Phones 1354, Mosamost Place.

times larger than any other Bustn Schoal
this State. Second largest in the :;:ld?

Wmftllf:&ﬂrtlllﬂrco}a‘

GIRLS’ CLASSICAL SCHOOL

INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

Complete equipment in Classical, Liter-
ary and EBclentific Departments. Nine-
teenth year opens Sept. 26, 1000. TWEN-
TY-TWO Instructors. Music, Art,
old Science, Gymnasium, Kin-
en. Attractive Home. Send for

MAY WRIGHT SEWALL, Principal,
833 North Pennsylvania Street.
THEQ. 1. SBEWALL, Founder.
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IN BLACK AND WHITE

‘We will give you our written guaran=
tee warranting CAPITAL CITY
PAINT perfectly pure, to outwear, cover
better, and a bandsomer, than paint
made by any other manufacturer.

Indianapolis Paint and Color Co.

240-248 Massachusetts Avenue.

e ————————
OCEAN STEAMERS.

HAMBURG-AMERICAN LINE.

.T.' Service to FPlymouth
.

(Parls), and Hamburg.
XK. Friedrich July § | F. Biamarck July 28
Columbis . ..connu- July 12 | K. Friedrich .co... .3

New Twin Screw Express 8. 8.
OH ND SAILS JULY 185, 8 A. M.

_ Passenger Service to Plymouth,
o parg and Hamburg. Also, N. Y., to
—cte . July 7| Beiss

BB s s srserann 1‘""'.-. ------- July 11
Pennay nis. ... Jul ’l'l | Pretoria July 21
S HOTEL ACCOMMODATION

reserved i\f secured befora departure.

bua. Line, 37 Broa'way, N. Y
BROE.A. METZGER, Agts, Ind'plia

e
|CKERTS

WULSCHNER & SON,
2188.180 N. Pens. St., Indianapolis.
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Bargain Prices.

It will pay you to BUY OF US. We are the man-

ufacturers.

We save you retail dealers’ profit.

Get

our pricgs and compare. Cash or easy payments.

o. . D & co

....MANUFACTURERS....

145 to 149 North Pennsylvania Street

—_—

[ALL THIS WEEK

WE WILL EXCHANGE
A NEW 1900 $2.50....

Electro Gas Lamp

SSOIFOREEE

ANY OLD LAMP

and $1.50.--Bring any old bicycle lamp you

have, oil or gas.--The

Electro Gas Lamp is

guaranteed by us and by makers. ... ...
BEST BICYCLE LAMP MADE.

Bicycles Below Cost This Week

[T Hearsey Vehicle Co.,

‘ “SON THE CIRCLE.*

DUR(;STONE LAUNDRY TUBS

not only make washing
easier, but your clothes
will be ever so much
cieaner, and there can't
be any spots of iron
rust. A modern laundry
Is not complete with-
out one, and you can't
afford to miss seeing
samples of these sanl-
tary disease-preventing
alds to perfect launder-
ing. Your visit will be welcome whether
you;buy or not.

If this imprint is
‘om your

g
PRINTING

YOUR WORK 1S WELL DONE.
133 East Court street. Both phones, 1717.
Fly Screens,
Summer (as Stoves,
Gasoline Stoves,

Sprinkling Hose,
The Guaranteed Kind.

Lilly & Stalnaker.

CHINA IS NOT A NATION

-

A LOOSE UNION OF PEOPLES WITH-
OUT NATIONAL SPIRIT,

_._

An Amaziug Financial System, Whose

Most Striking Feature Is Its
System of “Rake-0Ofls.”

+

Most people regard China as a country
generically the same as other countries;
differing, to be sure, in externalities and
radically so In characteristics, but still a
country in some sense, at least, founded
upon principles recognized as components
of human progress.

Most people are wrong, for China pre-
sents no such exemplification by any
stretch of the imagination. The talk of
“preserving China's integrity’” is the veri-
est buncombe. She never had any integrity
to preserve. China is not a nation, but a
conglomeration. The Chinese are not a
people, but a lot .of people loosely con-
terminous and without the cement of co-
alescence to make them inte a mosalc.
Manchurians, Mongolians, Cantonese, Chi-
nese and what not; other empires have as-
similated all manner of men into something
of homogenity, and, whatever the result in
rendering congenital tratts secondary, there
has ever followed as a whole a show, If no
more, of a national spirit,

There -has never been anything of the
kind in China. Patriotism is absolutely un-
known. A Chinaman' from the south is as
much a stranger to the Chinaman of the
north as he is to the Korean or the Jap;
language, customs and manners of ways
being as variant in the one as in the other
instances. The western Chinaman has far
more in common with his Russian neighbor
over the line in Central Asia than with
those of his own race between him and the
gsea. The Manchurian looks down on both
the Chinaman and the Mongolian, and
neither of them would take up for the other
against an outsider.

The war with Japan manifested the strik-
ing incoherence and heterogeneousness of
the Chinese milllons. Only the comparative-
ly few whose direct interests were at stake
indicated the slightest interest In the out-
come. The great bulk of the people cared
nothing whatever whether the Japanese
overthrew the Manchurian dynasty or not.
Their only concern was the hiding of their
possessions from the existing as well as
from the possible rulers. All Orientals
looked allke to them.

NO SENSE OF PATRIOTISM.

Chinamen in the straits settlements,
Java, Sumatra, the Philippines, and, in
fact, within the European lines in Hong-
Kong, Shanghal and other treaty ports
of China itself, gave no more thought
to the conflict than had it been between
Kamtchatkans and Alaskans. Assoclation
with many of these celestials—merchants
of wealth and men of the highest business
probity; not infrequently guest at their
tables, where intercourse Is freest and in-
terchange of opinions unreserved; failed
to result in drawing out a single patriotic
sentiment. “The Manchus had brought
on the war, let them take the conse-
quences.” Exactly identical would Iiave
been the tenet had the vHgarchy been Mon-
golian or straight Chinese. In Japan the
sympathy—if a Chinaman can be gaid to
bhave any such thing about his person—
was wholly with the Japanese. That is to
say, among the Chinese there resident, as
merchants and filling positions of trust in
mercantile houses, banking institutions and
representative European companies.

Were the “powers that be” of China ex-
pressed emblematically, perhaps no form
would so well convey comprehensions as
the pyramidal.

The oldest monuments of man's making
extant are the Egyptian pyramids. The
greatest perpetuation of man's meachina-
tions known i{s China. China, with its lay-
er upon layer of officialdom, each in turn
growing less in numerical constituents, un-
ti! at the apex the four individuals com-
prising the Peking Yamen. Tapering oft
the whole—the Emperor, or what stands
for him—pretty to look at, with the much
brass and such sort of thing, but a weath-
ercock just the same,

Into elghteen provinces is the flowery
kingdom divided, the viceroys, governors
general and governors, as they may be
variously termed, constituting strata of the
pyramid which as they lessen in bulk in-
crease in importance. The "‘squeeze’’ is the
cne national trait In China. From the
“boy"” who buys a pennyworth of tea to
the chief of the Yaymen who makes a
monetary settlement with your ambassa-
dor for the kllling of a missionary, there
is the omnipresent omniscent “‘squeeze”
dominating the transaction. “Rake off,” we
would ecall it.

WILY LI HUNG CHANG.

Your Chinese servant—they are all
“boys,” whether actually such or grand-
fathers—with whom vyou leave purse, lug-
gage and personal belongings with perfect
impunity, and who would not dream of ap-
propriating & pin's value, could not buy
a clgarette for you without his “‘squeeze"
on the purchase. It is as natural to him as
breathing. And this is all the way up in
the scale. Li Hung Chang’'s immense for-
tune came to him through superior oppor-
tunities for the ‘*‘squeeze” on deals he
planned and executed for the coterie at
Peking, who ran things, which, for the
want of another comprehensive term, may
be dubbed governmental. Of this crowd he
was long the master spirit, and if at times
he has appeared to be in disfavor, it has
arisen only through his persistence in plac-
ing his large investments of money within
the jurisdiction of the European reserva-
tions, hence where his confreres cannot get
at them. Among the highest as well as the
lowest it is attesting the cleverest ability
and keenest financial shrewdness to outwit
each other in any sort of a transaction, and
for a fellow who has absorbed everything
within arm’s length, as has L1 Hung
Chang, and put it out of reach, is enough
to call down upon his devoted head male-
dictions innumerable. But whenever there
is an especial emergency, a sad lack of
somebody else’'s money to get the
“squeeze’’ upon, old LI Hung is summoned,
l'ke another father of his country, from Mt.
Vernon at Tien-Tsln to the presence of the
Yamen at Peking. He is given back his
peacock feather and yellow jacket, told the
fate of his dear native land rests solely up-
on him and-how much will he give to play
savior again. 8o the bargain is struck in
the self-same old way, Li Hung dictating
terms which it is safe to assume rrom his
record will not in the end deplete his per-
sonal coffers whatever may be the state of
the Yamen treasury at the round-up.

Meanwhile, there is no change in the
gtratification of the official pyramid. Os-
sification goes right on. The higher up
the layer, the heavier it presses upon the
base. The less the number to divide
among, the larger the individual share.

The viceroys, of course, have the direct
whack at the masses. That is to say, as
the maln support of tne official structure
above them, they must have an unre-
stricted fleld for exploitation. And they
have, for each as he looks upon his pro-
vince may stretch forth his arms, Monte
Cristo like, and exultantly ery, ‘“the world
is mine.” Then proceed to pluck it,
VICEROY A KING.
The province has in turn its own im-

Subdivisions of the field work of the
“squeeze” have their little pyramids, with
I “prefects,” district rulers” and other petty
dignitaries as pinnacles. In each instance
the lower yield certain percentage of their
“‘squeeze’” to the upper. This in volume
must be such as to permit the ‘“‘squeeze"
to be applied in the interest of self on
the amount passing through hands to the
next in order, as after the viceroy is
reached, it is good-bye to any chance of
those below him to realize, His share, as
to be supposed, i= a substantial one, Is
indeed the lion's., The position is the most
sought after of any in the empire. The
viceroy is not a little king, but a big one,
from the Chinese standpoint, and a combi-
nation of these province despots can at
any time overthrow plans and purposes
at Peking. They are the rulers of China,
and from time immemorial have prevented
any genuine unity and solidarity of the
empire. As long as their prerogatives are
not questioned or their perquisities dis-
turbed by the Yamen at Peking they give
up their plunder to it. Only, however, on
such basls as they themselves fix, and al-
ways reserving the right to levy any spec-
ial exactions on the masses it may be their
own sweet will to decree.

There is no regularly organized system of
taxation in China, no rule of procedure fol-
lowed in any one province which another
province is bound to respect. There is no
plan or practice of appraising property,
valuing business transacted or reaching
basis for the imposition of revenue on in-
comes. No taxable basis of any kind; just
getting what he can is the only law the col-
lector knows. On what he secures his
“squeeze’ depends. It is true that in rare
instances, and only then in the immediate
vieinity of the European reservations, there
has been established a show of land valua-
tion for taxable purposes, but the 25 cents
to $1.50 an acre levied in accordance is a
mere bagatelle to the whole to which the
property is subjected. This, as the “likin"
tax on merchandise in transit and the mo-
nopoly on salt, came to have a simulation
of system in enforcement of collection from
the mnecessity of collaterals for foreign
loans. Whatever of these taxes or imports
are within the control of the representa-
tives of the European creditors of the em-
pire are systematically administered.
Otherwise the viceroy’s will is, as of yore,
absolute, and he exacts what and when, as
he pleases, and no one either to say him
nay or demand an accounting. All the
property owner knows as to what his con-
tribution is likely to be depends upon his
success in bargaining with the fellow who,
for the time being, may be set to find out
what he owns, The storekeeper's experi-
ence is of similar nature, while the man
who may have a large deal in hand is made
to hustle far livelier to hide the fact than
to consummate the trade itself.

IRREGULAR TAXATION.

In order to prevent the richer merchants
and capitalists generally from removing
their possessions beyond the elutches of
viceroys and their coadjutors at Peking,
the Yamen caused an imperial edict to be
issued making the holders of property in
the European reservations and treaty ports
by natives illegal and subject to confisca-
tion. But the Chinese, smart enough to
make money, are as smart in keeping it.
They are to-day the owners of the most
valuable real estate, covered with the finest
buildings and the biggest mills in the res-
ervations and ports controlled by foreign-
ers, Their property is in the name of
others, Europeans acting as agents, who
handle the details, pay the taxes, etc., etc.
"Li Hung Chang’s cotton mills on the Euro-
pean reservation at Shanghal are the fin-
est in China and worthy of comparison
with the best anywhere,

We have it that death and taxes are the
only sure things in this life. But taxes
once a year let us out, Not so Mr. China-
man on his native heath who, if some of-
ficial wants money, pavs his second tax
and a half dozen more, perhaps, béfore the
year s up, If it is discovered he had
“struck it rich" in some scheme he’has ma-
tured.

The usual rule followed is for the Yamen
at Peking to notify the viceroys of the
different provinces the lump sum each will
be expected to insure the payment of by
a specified time. This in bulk is presumed
by the Yamen to provide for the four mem-
bers of that body, their numerous rela-
tives and countless friends, the subsidiary
officials, their relatives and friends, not to
forget the “rake-off” or *“‘squeeze” through
the entire category. What may be left is
for governmental purposes. To us this
would appear as a very important item.
It Is not overly so in Peking, however,
as by the time the Chinese official has come
to the government in his calculations there
is not very much of account to be heeded.
About all worthy of being taken into con-
sideration from his standpoint, and that is
himself, has been provided for.

AN EMPTY TREASURY.

China never has any money. She owes
a lot, but no one loans to her without col-
lateral. Her customs service she has noth-
ing at all to say about, it being entirely
in the hands of outsiders who regulate it
to suit their own ideas as to best insuring
such receipts from import duties as will
meet the interest upon and protect the
principal of the loans made. In other
words, the Chinese service {s in pawn and
England is the pawnbroker. Naturally she
wants things to remain as they are., Some
other obligations, not so embraced, are
protected by like mortgages on collections,
and whatever China may be debtor for, the
creditor takes good care to assure pay-
ment through his own grip on source of
revenue, else he would whistle for his
money. He 1s clever enough not to have to,
so, as intimated, the government, strictly
as such, is no great shekes viewed from
the financial standpoint. Only the Emperor,
the old lady who personates him, a few
ambassadors abroad and such. No Senate,
no House of Repredentatives, no “nuffin,”
as the boy said.

There is no manner of arriving at a basis
of the aggregate of the collections made by
the viceroys as a whole, In the way of
taxes, imposts and exactions, general or
spcclhf. Systems of accounting, regula-
tions for reports, ar any semblance of re-
garding public office as a trust, public or
private, in so far as acknowledging the
duty of affording information in detail or as
a whole, I1s farthest removed from the av-
erage viceroy's sense of the fitness of
things. It is no one's business but his own.
Now and then he may go through the form
of indicating the importance of hls province
by publishing a jumble of figures in the
official organ, &o Peking Gaszette. Every

care is taken that they shall not form

posing pyramid, with the viceroy the apex.’

basis of comparison with previous publica-
tions, and the whole procedure is so spas-
modic and irregular that to attempt to
make head or tall of the empire’'s finances
from the Gagette would be to land a man
in an asylum in a twelve-month.

Estimates, notwithstanding, have been
essayed with such sources of information
as possible to the trained observer as a
basis. At the best they are considered
nothing more than mere guesses. One of
these, a former American consul general at
Shanghai, Mr. Jamieson, made some years
ago. He roughly calculated the total an-
nually gathered in by native process at
abdut $60,000,000. Of this it was estimated
that from 60 to 80 per cent. disappeared in
the form of costs, presents to official su-
periors and remaining in the hands of col-
lectors. These were figures based on esti-
mates preceding the period of the Japanese
war, and the general opinion was that $§100,-
000,00 would have been nearer the mark. A
hundred and fifty millions in our money, it
is believed, would be an under rather than
an overestimate of the present sum total.

J. G. PANGBORN,

ROADMAKING FOR CONVICTS.

Sensible Reasons in Favor of This
Work for Prisoners.

New York Evening Post.

By degrees there has crept into the un-
derstandings of good people a notion that
nature, after all, Is a pretty sensible and
satisfactory teacher. When a man’'s rea-

son gives way, they no longer condemn
him to a grim and forbidding Bedlam, but
to a home In the midst of a park, where he
can walk about in the sunlight and breathe
a life-giving air and feast hiz eyes on the
colors of trees and grass and flowers, and
hear the music of birds. It is now uni-

versally realized that the effect of such an
environment {8 wholesome, and that

environment has a great deal to do with
restoring the proper balance of the mind.
We can see the same idea carried out in
another way in the fresh-air charities,
where the children of the slums, and in

some cases their mothers also, are taken
for a few days every year into the coun-
try. There is no pretense that this makes
them over at once into new beings, but it
at least gives whatever ig good in them a
chance to expand. It {s quite as much an
encouragement to their moral health as &
measure of physical refreshment.

What, then, is to prevent the aplica-
tion of a similar principle to the case of
the convict? It may be impracticable, for
reasons which will readily suggest them-
selves, to employ them at ordinary farm
labor, spread over a large area; but what
the whole country needs as much as any-
thing else is good roads,”and for roadmak-
ing convict labor seems to be especially
well adapted.

When this idea was first broached it was
met by a loud cry of protest. Good peopile
everywhere had long associated the idea of
convicts working in the open with visions
of the ball and chain, of task-masters

standing over the men with whips, and the
like. Then, again, the influence upon a

community of the familiar sight of gangs
of men in striped clothing was declared to
be brutalizing. And in behalf of the con-
victs themselves the plea was made that
the publie degradation in this manner
would tend to snuff out whatever feeble
flame of self-respect might still remain In
their breasts,

Now, let us see what experience has prov-
ed in support of the other side. The work
of road-making is healthful. It is per-
formed In the open air and sunlight, amid
rural surroundings conducivé to cheerful-
ness and moral encouragement. It brings
all the muecles into play, cultivates a nor-
mal appetite, which makes plain food grate-
ful and assures a sound digestion, and
leaves the iaborer at the end of a day ready
to enjoy his rest and sleep. It is no more
derogatory to the convict's self-respect
than work inside of a prison. The public

are admitted to look at him there; how is
he any more injured by having the same
public look at him while at work on a high-
way?

Is familiarity with the sight of convicts
engaged at hard labor in the open air de-
moralizing? 1If =20, how? Prisons stand in
full view of every one who chooses to go by
them. The criminal courts are open to all
comers quite as much as a matter of justice
to the accused as for any other consldera-
tion. We cannot disguise from the commu-
nity the fact that lawbreaking and crime
exist. Is it any more demoralizing to
couple with this fact the reminder that
offenses against good order are and must
be punished? And which is the more likely
to inflame the morbid imaginations of
vouth, for instance, the spectacle of high
prison walls conceallng gruesome mysteries
behind them, with an occasional ‘glimpse of
a striped suit as it flits past a barred win-
dow, or the plain spectacle of convicts at
hard labor, with no background of mysteri-
ous suggestion? Indeed, the fact is well
known that in those parts of the country
where convict roadmaking is practiced pub-
lle curiosity died out with the first flush of
novelty, and nobody now pauses to give the
gang a second glance.

The work of road-making teaches a con-
vict how to handle a plck and a spade, a
geraper, a tamping block and a screen—
tools which are to be found everywhere,
and with which he can earn an honest liv-
ing later in almost any place where fate
happens to throw him; which is a very dif-
ferent thing from standing all day in one
place and feeding a mechanical heel-cutter,
or cutting threads in a screw with a lathe,
or sawing lengths of wood for broom-
handles—occupations which are so restrict-
ed in scope that only good luck can ever
afford him a chance to use his acquired
knowledge after becoming a free man
again,

As to the painful and degrading assocla-
tions with working an open-air gang, the
balli and chain went its way long ago, and
is now seen almost never outside of imagi-
rative pictures; the overseer with his whip
belong in the same gallery of classic art
and fiction. The keeper with his gun still
exists. The gun is. a Remington rifle, per-
haps; it is loaded, and it is the keeper's
business to be a good shot. But so does
the sentry with his loaded rifle pace. the
wall of the penitentiary. Who complains of
him there? If a convict tries to climb over
the wall he gets a bullet in his leg: but he
knew what risk he ran before he began his
climb. Does this element of brutality con-
demn prisons per se? Probably the pris-
oner, if he was a burglar or a footpad, had
to be brought to terms rather roughly by
the police officer who arrested him; for
that reason ehall we abelish the uniformed
police, or take away their arms? There Is
no reason for the keeper by the roadside,
any more than for the sentry on the pa-
1ade, to use his rifle except to preserve the
peace or prevent an escape. And is the
convict working at a wholesome task, amid
cheerful surroundings, as likely to try con-
clugions with his keeper as the conviet who
Hves, and marches, and tolls, and sleeps in
a grim, shady, stuffy prison, with every-
thing about him promotive of morbidity
and despair?

Finally, what of the purely economical
phases of the question? Convict labor is
doubtless more costly, comparing results
with results, than free labor. The convict
working on the roads practically competes
with nobody: most of the roads would not
be bullt If they depended on free labor,
for few communities feel able to incur the
expense of extensive improvements of that
sort. What the prisoner does i simply to
pay back to the community, in another
form, the cost of his conviction and of his
board and lodging. and without taking one
morsel of bread from the mouth of any
law-abiding citizen. The roads, when fin-
ished, are a godsend to the public, not
only in the comfort of travel, but in sav-
ing wear and tear on vehicles, and they
have been the mere utiliza-
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FAMINE RELIEF WORK

-

HOW THE WHITE MAN'S HEAYY BUR-
DEN IN INDIA IS MANAGED.

-

Much Is Done, but More Is Yet to Dow
A Picture of Horrors to Which We
Have No Right to Close Our Eyes.

—-

Correspondence of the Indlanspolis Journal

| are big are usually of interest to Ameri-

cans. This famine in India is the biggest in
the world's history. It ig a thing of mil-
llons—mlilllons of broken homes, millions of
scattered families, millions of empty stom-
achs, millions of lving skeletons, miilions
of deaths.

I have been looking over this colossal
thing, as one might say, inch by inch. Barly
this morning 1 left the train at a station
called Godhra and was jolted over the
wretched roads in a two-wheeled cart o
a place where they were burning the dead.

Never shall I see a charnel house more
dreadful. In a great basin among the hills
lay heaps and heaps of ashes, still white,
the ashes of a thousand human bodies.
Here was a crematory where, as in a thou-
sand others in the famine area, incineration
was conducted on a mighty scale. Tons of
wood were piled up In readiness. Other
low castes were bringing still more dreadful
fuel. And presently when all was ready
a match was applied to a plle of wood here
and a pile of wood there, and the funeral
pyres of a score of people, who had come
to death by famine or cholera, were started.
In the center of each burning woodplle
were the bodies of the departed. To the
mind, it was an awful holocaust, but the
eye simply saw a number of bonfires. It
is the way the Hindus throughout India
dispose of their dead, and in time of
famine and cholera, it is an especially
good and sensible way.

THE FAMINE POORHOUSE. :

I took the train next to a town called
Dohad. An American missionary met me
at the station with the usual mode of
conveyance, a two-wheeled cart pulled by
horse and called a tonga, in which we
drove literally “over the hills to the poor=
house.” All through that two-mile ride,
through the scorching heat, the fierce glare
of the sun, the blinding, driving clouds of
dust, the air was laden with the horrible
odor of the dead. We could scent the poor-
house, as stags scent danger while it is
yet afar off. The poorhouse was not such
en institution as WIill Carileton had in
mind when he wrote “Over the Hills." It
was not the kind of poorhouse Americans
know, with green blinds and white walls,
standing amld green trees. This famine
poorhouse was a thing of yellow matting,
an inclosure big enough to hold more than
a4 thousand people, divided into dormitories
ior sleeping, eating tents, resting tents, and
hospital wards, It was built as in the mid-
dle of a desert. Not a green thing was m-
where to be seen, All the people not in the
hospital slept on the ground, eat on the
ground, lived on the ground in the dirt
and dust. Of the thousand Inmates, half
were women and children, about thres
hundred were old men, and the remainder,
about 20 per cent. of all, were in the hos-
pital wards., This . . all tue -
poorhouses in the famine wWas part
of the government rellef operations. It
must be understood that at normal times
there are no poorhouses in India. For at
normal times people can beg enough W
keep body and soul together. When the
famine came, however, poorhouses had to
be established to shelter the aged and de-
crepit, and those who are not strong
cnough to work at the relief camps. 8o
every village and town In the famine area
now has its poorhouse, A few are in charge
of Englishmen, the majority are in the care
of natives. Where the white man has taken
up his poorhouse burden, all is well, the
camp is well managed, sanitary measures
are observed and the sick are cared for,

NATIVE MISMANAGEMENT.

Not so, the poor houses in charge of
natives. Here all Is mismanagement and
absolute indifference to the suffering and
the needs of inmates. This poorhouse at
Dohad was in charge of a native, and it
was the worst place of the kind I have yet:
seen in Indla. All the horrors of the
famine, all the misery and suffering re-
sulting from starvation and neglect seemed
to be concentrated here. The sick and the
well, the weak and the strong were hud-
dled together. The people had come there
to dle. Many of them could be saved, but
the native in charge took no note of this.
He simply let them die while he remained
comfortably seated in his own tent with a
man to fan him. The native hospital as-
sistant was strutting around with an um-
brella over his head, locking upon his
patients from afar. A government sani-
tary Inspector who happened to be pres-
ent in his officlal capacity, upraided th
hispital assistant for his laziness and neg
lect., The man closed his umbrella angd
made a showing of bustling among the
prostrate forms under the matting roof.
Like all native officlals, as soon as our
backs were turned, he probably resumed
his self-imposed and usual duty of keeping
cool and avolding his patients, leaving all
the work to an ignorant underling.

LOOKED LIKE THE PICTURES.

The emaciated forms Jying under the
general gathering shed looked exactly lke
the pictures you have seen of fam'ne suf-
ferers. Some of these poor people crawled
to our feet on hands and knees, and plac-
ing thelir heads in the dust, moaned their
supplications; O my king, help us, and it
will be well with thee; for we are very
hungry.” Others called us kings of all
kings and protectors of the poor, adding
that we were thelr fathers and mothers
and would surely give them food. Ewven
little children begsged thus. In the hospital
wards the scenes might have represented
all the forms of suffering dJdepicted by
Dante in the Inferno. Here was & father
and son dying side by side, with never a
hand to lift a cup of water to their fevered
lips, Here were children passing away,
alone, even unseen, lying under a heap of
rags. Mothers addressed us saying: “Give
us food, and the Gods will give thee many
children.” Every now and then bearers
would come with a stretcher of matting,
and carry off vet one more body to the
burning place. Such is a poorhouse in the
famine district, and such Is the manage.
ment when it Is In charge of a native
Government would like to have put every
relief camp and every poorhouse In charge
of English engineers and English doctors,
But not enough Englishmen for this pure-
pose can be found in India.

While I was there, sickened In body and
mind with the appalling scenes, and indig-
nant at the heartiess mismanagement
Louis Klopsch, who has come
New York to study the
serve government rellef
walking with the chief official of
through all the ward & 20

(o & -. . ‘” _"I

-

- .L"_ .

Y
e
¥ --"
LT

-

-

<

4

/

Vol




