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Ex; rimer.tr. already made disclose a
tolerably dvfinite tendency in this direc-
tion. Shanghai may deserve to be regarded
as the metropolis of the East, a distinc-
tion for which it is equipping itself by
harbor and oth'r improvements, and by
the time it shall fairly earn that title, the
America a market in China, will doubtless
have become so enlarged as to contribute
its share- - toward the pre-emine- nce of the
I'ort; but by that time the American good3
uppermost in China trade will naturally
seek a more lirert market than that which
they have so far favored, and the trade
centering here will no longer comprise
nearly everything American that reaches
China, as at present, but will rather be
an index to expanding trade operations.
It may well be that England and Ger-
many will hold the market for cottons
In this and more southern latitudes, for
so long as American mills can compete
only in goods containing the maximum
of matt rial and the minimum of labor
they tan hardly expct to sell their major
product xecpt in the north, where al-

ready it has leading place, sales being
practically assured at upwards of one
million dollars per month. Hut In ma-

chinery, in hardware, in provisions, and In
general supplies, American opportunity is
boundless, and, unless Japan be counted
as a worthy commercial foe, it Is un-

rivaled. If there is to be expansion, the
agencies at h ind will bo altogether inade-C'jar- e

dir et it.
IX HANDS OP FOREIGNERS.

American trade her1, as elsewhere in
China, ow s little to American houses. Of
the American tirms that gave it a start rot
one remains. Th most prominent of them
tried to hasten the commercial tide, and
beached it-e- lf in the effort. Foreigners
pieced out the wreckage anl turned it to
ft, me prorit, besides engaging separate
quipment of their own in the same line.

When consular and other trade reports
drew Americans to the field, they found
foreign houses in possession of American
business. The new American came with
much the- same view that the Chinese are
said to hold who po to America, not for
a permanent home, or to apply themselves
to the welfare of the country, but to make
nil the money they could as soon as possi-
ble and return. to th United States and en-

joy it. Coiwquently the business of most
of them, and of mst foreigners, is a
catch-all- . They load themselves with agen-
cies, and ar interested In selling for im-

mediate .1 t u;t the goods that the market
will take with the least resistance. Observa-
tion at other selling points that Americans

hould b- - pretVrid fr th sal of Ameri-
can goods holds in rrsp to Shanghai,
but it is e.vially true that the growth of
trade can be best promoted through special
asencie--- . and that some of those already
here who take on multifarious lines have
little to conmend them to American man-
ufacturers, in a choice between themselves
and foreigners, xcvpt that thy are Ameri-
ca'.:-. The ti, Id is so accessible and in- -

form.iti"!i regarding it so readily to be ob-

tained that interests which seek promotion
in it wil! v.tve themselves time and all
manner of uncertainty by employing to
that end the v.itne means that they would
employ in asigt;;ng agencies in the United
States, or in Uurpe, where the rield is no
more promising than here, and where its
proper cultivation requires attention no less
careful.

Various manufacturers who have hereto-
fore been in the China field haphazard,
r.ae had their own representatives out this
season on a vi.--it of inspection. Some of
the visitors have found the old agencies
satisfactory, and others have decided that
new or.es should be engaged, or special ones
planted; but there can be r.o doubt that in
every instance the visit has been felt to
be of advantage to th horn" ofliee. Agents
themselves have welcomed the visitors be-

cause irom them they v rathered 5t:g-gestio- r.s

that may he heipfai in broaden-
ing their market. Instructive as may be
trade reports or private- - correspondence re-
lating to specialties neither source of in-

formation is to be compared in its sugges-
tive value or in practical effect with the re-

sult cf persona! contact and observation.
The visitors have had opportunity to learn
at f.rst hand what becomes of their goods
and h?w well e,r ill they are treated on the
way to consumers. They have noted the
ft ies at which the good? have accumu-
late.! charges additional to their Invoice
price, and have discovered jme Instances
wherein charges blocked progress to a
rrady market. The situation has thus
paed under review microscopically
a fair st a former acipualntar.ee w ith it
which may be likened to an Inspection
thro'jgh the wrong ?nd of a telescope. No
time better than thl- - could have been se-

lected for vi-l- ts to show off agencies to ad-
vantage. The se?.s--- started with a rush
and continue at full pace.

YE Alt DEC INS WITH PROMISE.
Unix's igns fail this will be a record

year. Natle rejying in the north, checked
by the outbreak and .low to recover while
Icking was 'ander foreign military rule,
Ya beccme conrMTt. Th long period of
restriction brought stocks very low. If
dealers merely buy to satisfy immediate
demands the trade will certainly be as
large as In any other year. From all ap-p'arar- .ce

they are stocking for more than
urper.t requirements. When navigation
err. I in the north the f.rst ships for that
rtSion carried packages, compared

with SS.CH packages In the earliest hlp- -

mcnt? In lron, and 51.S12 packages in the
llrst shipments of the last previous
year when trade was normal. A package
may mean a dry goods case or bale, and
usually doe, so that this quantity taxes
the capacity of a fleet of coasting ships.
It represented accumulations for the win-

ter In Shanghai warehouses, to the large
profit of warehousemen and not always to
the benefit of the cases, which get treat-
ment nme too gentle at this stage of their
transshipment. Comparisons are not made
with last year, because shipments were
then insignificant; but it is not unlikely
that some of the goods now reaching con-

sumers left the factory with a view to
their use last year and kept gathering
storage charges until now.

There are agencies here which found
themselves so heavily loaded a year ago
that fears were entertained for thir ability
to keep up. for drafts had accompanied
some of the good?--, and, with those sent on
consignment, the home people were not
content to bear the entire burden of a dead
season. It is probably as well to forget
now some of the stories afloat a few
months ago regarding the expedients em-

ployed to lighten overstocking, but it may
be said that not a little of the industrial
panic talk in Germany had its origin in
conditions here and that many English and
American handler? were nearly if not cjuile
as badly off as German houses from thi
cause. Failures in the south could be
traced directly to it. Possibly no merchant
or manufacturer who found a big lump of
his capital stock tied up in a Shanghai
warehouse for several months last year, or
for the season, feels in need of further in-

structions as to the gauge to be applied to
the China market following a period of tur-

bulence, but everj commercial visitor here
at the opening of the present season in the
north will carry back home strong views
as to the time of year goods should be
shipped, and thus by elimination leave the
Shanghai warehousemen in another season
with less pressure upon their space and
more docility toward their kind in their
hearts than occurred at the beginning of
the present year of grace.

AMERICAN GOODS THAT L.EAD.
American goods led the list to such an ex-

tent in first shipments of the season to the
north that comparisona with those from
other lands seem almost ridiculous. There
were 12,675 bales of American sheeting,
against O.CX) at the beginning of 1000. Eng-
land sent ST.0 bales and Japan 200, the Dutch

and India 30. Of American drills, 7.200

bales went north, against 4,200 at the be-

ginning of lOOO. England sent L00, Japan
0 and the Dutch 350 bales. Of American

jeans there were 1,650 bales, against 005 at
the beginning of the season of lfOO. Eng-
land sent and the Dutch 200. These are

figures which run all through the
list of cottons, America leading always ex-

cept in yarns, of which there are few Amer-
ican imports, and in which India commands
the market, as has occurred from the
arlit st years when cotton was Imported

for hand looming. Americans have entered
the held with gray goods, the English sta-
ple. These goods are mainly of light weight
and American contributions to the supply
cannot be said to imperil English supremacy.
In heavy grays, however, American mills
have displayed such activity as to have de
veloped a genuine contest for the command
of this market. The year happens to be
most favorable for trade invasion, because
low stocks have stimulated both demand
ami prices. Dealers agree that if American
goods continue to improve in variety, they
will regulate this market, even if they may
not control it, in lines that Americans neg-
lected in other years. In anticipation of
increasing' demand, both for established
lines and for new varieties, terms have been
made with transportation lines for freights
from the Southern mills to this port, which
arc expected to effect economies both in
time and cost. Direct shipments would cur-

tail considerably the usefulness of tho New
York handler; they would remove wholly
from calculations the item of freights from
the mills to New York and by the employ-
ment of a transcontinental route, and
thence by the Pacific, deliveries would be-

come possible in two months, as against
four months, the time allowed for orders
from New York via Suez. A rate on cottons
of $1.10 (gold) per 1(0 pounds has been
quoted from the mills to Shanghai. Since
goods through New Y'ork have heretofore
paid in freights from the mills to New York
from 40 to 55 cents per hundred, and that
charge would be rebated, dealers calculate
that freights to Shanghai from the mills
would cost them not more than 35 cents per
hundred, and possibly less. They pay from
New Y'ork 25 shillings per ton to Shanghai.
That charge added to freights from the
mills to New York makes a difference of $3

or so per ton in favor of direct shipments, a
difference that might be large enough to
turn the scale in favor of American goods
should the increase in varieties be sufficient
to bring such goods into keen competition
with English staples. Improving freights
for cotton might easily apply to other
American products, especially to hardware,
machinery and provisions. American flour,
milled on the Pacific coast, tobacco and
kerosene already have leading positions in
the China market.

CHANCE FOR DYED COTTONS.
The visit of one American agent here this

season promises to supplant in one line of
goods not merely other foreign manufactur-
ers, but a native industry that extends over
the entire empire. He has been looking
into dyed cloths. Native practice has al-

ways been to buy bleached cotton and to
dye by hand. Cost of labor does not count
in this process, for while there are dyers
devoting themselves to that and nothing
else, the work usually falls to those who
have nothing else to do or is taken up at
leisure. Probably the majority of families
either do their own dyeing or arrange to
have it done in exchange for return favors,
the cost in either case counting as nothing
except for the dyeing material. Blue is the
dye generally employed. All over China
one may see cloths of that color, shading

Little Flossie Ma, if I ever get married
will I get a husband like pa?

Mother Yes, dear.
L. F. And if I don't get married will I be

an old maid like Aunt Kate?
Mother Yes. Flosie.
E. F. (reflectively) It's a tough world for

uj women, ain't it. ma.?
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from the palest tint to the deepest indigo,
hanging from clothes lines so that the sun
and air may dry them. When the color is
thus fixed the cloths are taken down and
fashioned into garment?. In some sections
a black dye Is used moderately. As may be
suposed, the dye is not always well ap-

plied, and usually it Is far from being fast.
Moreover, it Is bought in small quantities
and at retail prices. The New Y'ork firm
whose aent has been here handles not
only the output of various cotton mills, but
It has also a dyeing establishment equipped
with modern machinery, and of course con-

ducted on a scale which Insures the ad-
vantage of the best market for dyes In
wholesale quantities. The firm thought
well enough of an inspection of this field
to send out one of the partners. He has
scattered samples of his work among na-

tive dealers over a wide territory for the
purpose of demonstrating to them that he
can put on their shelves goods In which
the dyes are more evenly laid than can be
done by hand process, and of faster quality,
which they may gell at less addition to the
cost of bleached goods than consumers pay
for the dyes that they buy at retail. By
this offer he hopes to overcome the con-

sideration of costless labor for dyeing.
Chinese are so tenacious of custom and so
suspicious of innovation that although the
proposition seems unanswerable, it has not
resulted in a rush of orders. Consequently
the agent has retained native runners who
will distribute samples of his goods among
native shops every fortnight, and thus keep
the goods continually in view of native
merchants and their customers. If it takes
some time to convince the Chinese that
they may better themselves there is com-

fort in the reflection that their prejudices
are not impenetrable, and if once convinced
that they can get a superior article at no
greater cost than they pay for an inferior
one and possibly cheaper a favorable out- -
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netted the twelve dollars. Eva Marie Humbert ignorance of parents' and are now wonder-
ing what will be her future. Sho was brought up in luxury and had $6,000 a month for pin money.

come cannot be endlessly delayed. The
agent seems convinced that he will place
the

TROUBLE WITH EXCHANGE.
One large order escaped him the other

day by reason of a decline in exchange
which the silver cost of an in-

tending buyer beyond a figure at which he
might have had the goods before exchange
fell, and native merchants in various places
are clearly impressed that the scheme may
have merit. It will be persistently pushed,
and should it succeed, as seems probable,
the invasion will mark an advance in the
China field as promising as can be imagined
for the substitution of American sundries
for other products heretofore purely native.
This has occurred with flour, with kerosene,
with cottons, for none of which the Chinese
needed to go outside of their own land, and
the step now proposed is not a long one.
If the United States can furnish China with
food, light and clothing, the trade wedge
would seem to have been inserted far
enough to provide for the entry of almost
anything that they can use. It is not possi-
ble to predict how' far the item of exchange
may retard trade. Probably one of the last
things that China will abandon will be its
silver currency. In dealing with this prob-
lem prejudice is no more an obstacle
than foreign greed. Pxchange is the
primary, if not the sole, function of most
of the banks. The conversion of credits
into taels, then into Mexican dollars, and
often into local silver, a commis-
sion shaved with each computation, and
separate discounts at every port, as though
a bank regarded no one so suspiciously as
its own branch at another place, argue
more for the permanence of the existing
system than native protests, which at best
could be helpless. Foreign complaint of
the increased cost of living in China is
mostly twaddle, in so far as it affects for-
eigners, for thej' sell on a gold basis, and
prices advance with the decline in silver.
The pressure comes on natives whose earn-
ing capacity has not kept pace with the ad-

vance. Since business Is not a moral agency,
it may be pleasing to know that English
supremacy is to be subjected to American
siege, and that American missions need no
longer confine their local expectations to
what may be spared from meager commis-
sions on dry goods and the like.

FREDERICK W. EDDY.

Love nnd History.
Roses shed their retals

Countless Junes ago.
And thoe dead Decembers

Brought their snow.

Weary eyes were covered
With thwr ratient lids,

By the yet unbuiMed
Fyramids.

Life and Death, like sweethearts.
Hand hand.

Then, as now, stole over
Sea and land.

Lovers ki?sed and quarreled.
Eyes were moist ar.d Hue,

In the MidUn meadows
Moses knew.

Cheeks were wet with weeping.
Brows were hot with fire.

Ere the hand of Homer
Swept the lyre.

And this masque of midnisht.
And the moon's white face.

Lo-ikf- d on Nile ar.d Jordan,
Thebes and Thrace.

Must the mint be new, dear.
If the coin is Roll?

Thoueh youth dies. Love never
Waxes old.

History means this morning,
t;re-c- e is hre and now;

Let us 1rain Time's beaker
I and Thou!

Press thy lips mine, dear.
Thus and thus and thus:

Spice nl time shall rerish,
Flaln by us.

All the lands of wender
Years of pain and bliss.

We will taste together
In that kisi!

Frederic L Knowles.

AN ASTOUNDING SWINDLE

Tili: HKMAIlKAnLG CASK OF THE
CltAWFOIlD-IU'MIIEn- T MILLIONS.

A Pnrely Mythical I'ortnne on Which
Enropenn Plunk Were Induced

to Advance About $11,000,000.

New Y'ork Evening Tost.
When the history of the human intel-

lect is written, there will be a 5pecial
chapter on frauds, and that chapter will
contain no more interesting section than
the one which records the story of Mme.
Humbert, lately of Paris, now of where-
abouts unknown. It is le5s the fact that
litigation about a nonexistent fortune oc-

cupied the French for twenty-fiv- e

years, that the greatest Parisian banks
advanced millions of francs upon the se-

curity of an empty safe, that ten persons
Involved in Mme. Humbert's financial tran-
sactions committed suicide without reveal-
ing her secret, that an honored leader of
the French bar honestly protested her in-

nocence to the last It is less these sensa-
tional accessories of the fraud which lend
it distinction than the sheer Intellectual
adroitness which framed this unique struc-
ture of deceit.

Swindling depends for its success, usual-
ly, upon the supreme gullibility of the
public. The swindler exercises some sort
of hypnotic influence, which produces the
mood of expectancy, and the rest is simply
whatever legerdemain the case requires.
The state of mind upon which fraud counts
is Illustrated in those brokers who deal

HUMBERT AND HIS
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largely in a quite Imaginary security of-

fered as a hoax. Its methods are usually
of the most vulgar sort the submarine
gold-extracti- ng machine of the Rev. Mr.
Jernigan, periodically "salted" by a diver;
or, only the other day, the triumphant dis-
play, by a modern alchemist, of a gold
nugget in the ashes of an incinerated gol-
dfishthe trick being no more difficult than
to put the nugget in the fish. In general
the average fraud financial bubble can-
not long survhe coolheaded scrutiny. It
is successful only with those who are wil-
ling to be deceived. Now the interest of
the Crawford-Humbe- rt case lies in the fact
that tho original fraud was eventually so
bolstered up by all the guarantees of the
law that th-- e victims could hardly have
said at any point that Mme. Humbert's po-
sition was so much aa questionable.

In the early 'Sns Daurlgnac, a
young peasant girl, living-- near Toulouse,
told her neighbors that, under the last will
and testament of Robert Henry Crawfoid,
a wealthy American, she had become sole
heir to a fortune of 100.00,C00 francs. This
legacy, she explained, was an act of grati-
tude. When Crawford was stricken with
Illness on a railway train her min-
istration had saved his life, and she had
later nursed him back to health. No cap-
rice of an American millionaire seems im-
probable in France, and Therese, who had
the properly attested will to show, was
promptly wooed and won by M. Humbert,
whose father had been minister of Justice.

ONLY' A BEGINNING.
A common adventuress would have

rested at the capture of a wealthy and dis-

tinguished husband, but Mme. Humbert
had only begun. Her legendary fortune
was to be accepted far and wide as the
equivalent of negotiable securities. To do
this it was necessary, first, to obtain legal
certification of the existence of the Craw-
ford millions; second, to avert a demand
to show the actual securities. At this
juncture two nephews of Robert Henry
Crawford appeared and opposed to the
will which named Therese Daurlgnac as
sole legatee one of the same date and au-
thority which, leaving a small annuity to
Therese, divided the fortune equally be-
tween themselves,-Rober- t and Henry Craw-
ford, and Therese'? younger sister Marie.
It was their uncle's dying wish that one
of them should marry a Daurlgnac either
was willing to wed Marie and thus unite
the families of Crawford and Daurignac.
Pending this amicable settlement of the
dispute, Mme. Humbert and the Crawfords
agreed that the lOOA.OOO francs in secuti-tie- s

should be sealed and deposited in Mme.
Humbert's safe not to be opened by her
under penalty of forfeiting all claim upon
the estate. Accordingly a French notary
certified the law permitting this to be
done without inventory to the depositing
under these conditions of KO.OmJ.Ou) francs
in approved securities; so that the Craw-
ford millions gained legal standing and be-
came available as collateral.

For Mme. temporarily preclud-
ed from her inheritance, was soon obliged
to raise loans upon this deposit. Her notes,
"payable after the conclusion of my actions
at law," were freely accepted by the banks.
A Lille banker advanced 7,(1000 francs.
She was on the books of a dozen other
banks for sums ranging between l.fvO.iJiX)

ind 6AV'' francs. Of her social successes
at Paris, her great country places, her
wonderful art collections, her ventures in
commerce and finance It would be super-
fluous to speak. Very few of her notes were
ever paid, but the security was unquestion-
able, for every note was Indorsed by her
sister Marie, the alternative heir and the
prospective bride of one of the wealthy
Crawfords. it was. in fact, the activity
of the Crawfords that was the most con-
vincing proof this --rreat fortune ex-
isted. The Crawfords were a litlgous lot.
For of fifteen yars they fought
Mme. Humbert in the courts, accepting
compromises only boggle at the terms
of their execution and generally exhaust-
ing the law's delays. But the Crawfords
were generous, too, in a way; they were
ever ardent suitors for Marie Daurignac's
hand. Whenever Mme. Humbert's creditors
pressed for payment the happy marriage
r.nd the opening of the safe became Im-

minent. The Crawfords would also on oc-

casion take up Mme. Humbert's at
par from unseasy creditors, thus manifest-
ing their own unobtrusive kindliness and

her credit.
INGENIOUS METHODS.

So long as the Crawfords continued their
losing fight no one could doubt that the
livoro.fYO francs actually lay under seal in
Mme. Humbert's safe. But soon It was
Mme. Humbert who, although she

won suit after suit, and might at any time
have taken out her millions, sought all
manner of frivolous delays. The famous
advocate, M. Waldeck-Roussea- u. now pre-
mier of France, pointed out this trange
disinclination to enter Into posFesslon. He
showed, too, that though everybody had
heard of the Crawfords as dining at Mme.
Humbert's, as about to marry her sister,
as about to testify in person no living
soul in Europe or America, except Mme.
Humbert and her intimates, had ever seen
them. This doubt as to the existence of
the Crawfords and the inferential skepti-
cism as to their uncle's millions Mme.

met by finding a provincial magis-
trate who swore that he had seen and
counted the securities. Something which
he took for securities in quantity he un-
doubtedly saw.

How for five years more she managed to
delay the denouement is matter of noto-
riety. She played upon the political and re-
ligious prejudices cf a famous lawyer of
clerical affiliations, and offered to a doubt-
ing world the undoubted probity of Maitre
Du Bult. It was his complete confidence In
his client a chance which she had to take-t- hat

led to the disclosure of the other day.
To terminate the unwarranted scandals
which had gathered about Mme. Humbert,
ho. her lawyer, would open the safe in the
presence of her chief creditors. Mme. Hum-
bert's chimney took fire Immediately, and
she herself left her handsome residence a
day or two before the opening of the safe.
On the empty jewel case, the copper coin,
the brass button and the o.OXi frr.ncs in se-

curities it is unnecessary to dwell. These
were all that appeared where the Crawford
millions should have been; thi3 was the to-

tal security for loans of 55.0o-a.on- francs-h-alf
the amount of the fortune. The genius

who had created the Crawfords was al-

ready upon the sea, with an unknown des-
tination.

The clearing up of this extraordinary
mystification awaits the arrest of the Hum-
berts. There is no occasion for citing the
hackneyed proverb, as la femme is evident-
ly Mme. Humbert. Who were her confed-
erates? M. Humbert, one may assume. But
at what point was he enlisted? He appar-
ently married his peasant bride in full con-
fidence that she was the real heirness of
an actual fortune. By what process of per-
suasion did his wife convince him that she
could repay him handsomely for her decep-
tion out of the nonexistent millions? Then
who played the part of the invisible Craw-
fords, who for a score of years were litl- -
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gants in the French courts and enjoyed
credit at the French banks? These are
some of the things that one would wish to
know. One must believe that the methods
of this great fraud were very simple, and
it may well be that most of Mme." Hum
bert's agents were never In her secret at
ail. it seems certain, for example, thatmost of the lawyers who conducted the
Crawfords' various suits acted in good
faith. How. said one of them nathetlrallv.
could one doubt the existence of clients
from whom fees came constantly and gen-
erously? When Mme. Humbert is put upon
the stand we shall know- - more about the- -

things, and this lends zest to the hope that
tnis giiteei woman may be spared the rigors
of long and obscure exile from her beloved
Paris. Since the Diamond Necklace there
has been no more amazing swindle.

THE LILAC.

Some Reflections on One of the nenn
tlful Flowers of the Season.

Boston Transcript.
One of the most dellehtfnl nmnnr- tho

flower festivals of the year is that of the
inac; it is also one of the earliest. This.in a01a iavorue, Deiovea or our grandmothers,
has not onlv lost none of its anripnt rhnrm
but in these latter days develops from time
10 nme new aDiiuies to delight, as hithertolittle known species are brought forward
and new varieties are nrodured hv tho
hybridizers. The old limits of its flowering
penou nave aiso Deen greatly ex-
tended hv the s;am- - mpn nj 'n rt hor finnrr ' w vviivt iiv TV

erinc shrub excent tht rose Is snrh n uni
versal favorite and lies so near to our
hearts; it is the flower of rich and poor
alike, for it gTows stoutly everywhere withonly the least encouragement, nnd U n
thoroughly hardy that even in the most
st-'fi-e fvtt-MJii- s wiien many omer 01 our
most reliable plants have succumbed to the
ritrors of our Northern wlntpr It nov-u- f

fails to cover itself in the flowering season
wun loans 01 iragrant bloom.

Though probably of Oriental origin the
lilac has had a long history in Enrope. The
eminent botanist, Franchet, in an articlequoted at length in Garden and Forest
from the Revue Horticole, says it wasbrought into western Eurone about tho
middle of the fifteenth century. Pierre

me interesting old French natural
1st. saw it about 154S in the gardens of Con
stantlnonle: the first exact infnrm--itir-

however, dates from 15G5. when an excplipnt
figure of the plant under the name of lilac
appeared in aiattioius s "Commentaries of
Dioscorides," which was made from a
painting brought from

.
Constantinople. .

by
T - - a 1. 1 mxjuueci, ine amoassaaor or rerainand 1
who lived several years in that citj. Busbecq is generally sunnosed to have intrn.
duced the lilac into Europe, probably first
into Italy. Mattiolus, who had not seen
the living plant when the first edition of his
commentaries was puDiisned, relates in
later one that he had received beforp 15
flowering and fruiting branches from the
botanical garden of Padua.

The lilac soon thereafter became popular
in western and central -- Europe, and is
spoken of in 1001 as common in the gardens
or iseigium ana uermany, appearing at thesame time under the same name in the
neighborhood of Paris, though twenty
years later it is called in Morin's cata-
logue sirlnera corruela lusitania. It Is pen.
erally supposed that the lilac is of Asiatic
origin, ana. tnougn iouna growing natural-I- v

in the Danubian re-do- n and rlaimed -- v
some as an indigenous growth there, this
seems to be doubted by some careful botan
ists.

Toussaint Daboln.
Washington Post.

Dubois county. In Indiana, is named In
honor of Capt. Toussaint Dubois, grrand
father of Senator Dubois, of Idaho. Tous
saint Dubois was a great character in the
early history of Indiana. He immigrated
frome Lowe. Canada, to the then Territory
or inaiana in tne oeginning or the last cen
tury and. when, in Gen. William Henry
Harrison went to war against the Indians
on the upper Wabash, Toussaint Dubois
was given the rank of captain and had
charge of the scouts and spies in the Tippe-
canoe, campaign. He guided the army safe
ly tr.rough the wilderness to the Indian
town, and then went bravely ahead to talkpeace to Tecumseh s warriors. The Indians
tried to capture him. but Dubois made his
escape, afterward participating in the bat-
tle of Tippecanoe. He was the first white
man to buy land In what is now Dubois
county. His will, a quaint document, is
still preserved In the courthouse. His death
was tragic. He was riding, accompanied
by his colored servant. They attempted to
swim their horses across a small stream
not far from Vincennes. The creek waa

swollen by heavy rains. Captain Dubol
had with him a pair of saddlebags, heavily
laden with gold and silver. The weight of
the money dragged him and his horse to
death.

One of Captain Dubois's sons by his sec-
ond wife was Jesse Kllgore Dubois, who
was Senator Dubois's father. The senator
has always had a strong affection for the
State which his ancestor helped to settle,
and this accounts for the personal friend-
ship which exists between him and the In-

diana senators. Senator Fairbanks, who
always takes a deep interest in Indiana's
early history, frequently talks with Senator
Dubol? about the stirring times when Tous-
saint Dubois was General Harrison's chief
of scouts.

PINEAPPLE JUICE.

Its Value for Thront AflTeetlon

Something Abont the Fruit.
New Y'ork Tress.

The best lubricant for the organs of the
throat is pineapple Juice. It Is said that
people living in countries where the cone-shap- ed

fruit Is grown never suffer from
bronchial affections. The noted horseman,
Michael F. Dwyer, once dreamed of quit-
ting the turf and turning his talents to the
growing of pines along the Indian river,
about Rock Ledge, where he owned a
hotel with 400 rooms. Perhaps he is sorry
now that he did not follow- - this impulse.
It might have saved his fortune and in-

creased it. His idea was to express the
juice and sell It to singers.

Strolling along the bulkheads and piers
of the lower East Side on Wednesday 1

met my old tropical fruit friend, J. Roberts,
of No. 158 Front street, superintending the
disposal of a cargo of pineapples. Three
ships of the Ward line were in port, one.
the Seneca, having just arrived from Ha-
vana with 15.0X) barrels of the delicious
fruit in her hold. The Mexico and Mon-
terey had unloaded the day before, and the
Morro Castle the week preceding, these
four vessels bringing in all no less than
70,000 packages of pines from the capital of
Cuba. All the ships were handsomely dec
orated in honor of Cuba libre! Barrels
and crates of fruit were piled as high as
the housetops on pier and bulkhead, even
invading the street almost to the hindrance
of traffic It was a revelation. Those of us
who eat an apple occasionally do not real
ize w-h-

at there is In the business of hand
ling the product of the tropics.

Dealers do not say "pineapples," butpines." The art of abbreviation is Per
fected in America, and no commercial ab
breviation is ever misunderstood in the
trade. The Morro Castle, then, brought
irom Havana 23.000 barrels of pines in hercargo, the Seneca 15,000, the Mexico lG.OK)
and the Monterey IG.OOO. The contents of a
barrel run from 74 to 120. an average of.
say, 100, and the pines weigh from 2 to 12
pounds. Thus we have within less than one
week receipts of pineapples amounting to
7,000,000. If they average seven pounds each
tne total weight Is 49rcn.ono pounds. The
freight is about 70 cents a barrel, which
means a revenue of $49.000 for the steam
ship owners for a week's haul of pines.

lhe wholesale price of this fruit is lust
now about 4 to 5 cents each. The pines
reach here in a very green state, so they
may bear shipment to points in the interior.
Mr. Roberts, for instance, supplies tiie
trade as far West as Omaha. Not many-year- s

ago when the voyage from Havana
required five days the fruit in the warm
hold of a ship ripened rapidly, arriving in
New Y'ork nearly ready for the table. But
to-d- ay the voyage is only a three-dn- y one,
therefore the greener the pines. Mr. Rob-
erts has an enormous loft at No. 15S Front
street, where he ripens pines for the New
Y'ork market by artificial process. It Is
heated to 110 degrees, and ordinarily three
and a half to four days are required to
throughly ripen the fruit. The retail
price around town Just now is from 10 to 15
cents.

The pineapple season lasts about three
months May, June and July. Dealers and
commission men expect that this season
the receipts will be not less than 200.000
packages, or something like 20,000,000 pines.
They are coming in from Nassau and other
points in the Bahamas in large quantities
as the season advances. The barrels used
are made in the United States. Why should
not some enterprising American establish
a barrel factory in Cuba? Here is an open-
ing.

Mr. Roberts thinks that the crop this year
is below the average in quality and price,
and that the growers will not profit to any
considerable extent on the season's output.
Sightseers should visit the rooms of the
Fruit Auction Company at No. ' Jay street
any morning at 10:30 on the day of a
Havana steamer's arrival. Here the car-
goes are put up and sold by auction to the
highest bidder, and a rare spectacle it is.
The dealers are a pretty solid lot to look
at. full of snap, push and go.

Manufacturers of preserves use many
pines in the course of a season, and candy
makers are heavy consumers, the require-
ment for glaces alone amounting to 10,000
barrels. A pungent and delicious perfume
Is made from the pine, and the ripening
fruit on a center table will sweeten a whole
room. Pineapple rum is a favorite tipple m
the tropics, producing a jag that remains
at least seven days. There are two partic-
ular brands of the fruit the strawberry
and the sugar-loa- f. In Cuba the plantation
owners say they eat only the sugar-loa- f,

feeding the strawberries to the hogs and
the Americans!

The war with Spain did several things.
Among others this: It made the success of
a powerful trust, known as the United
Fruit Company. The promoters of this
"octopus" (we have almost dropped that
term in reference to trusts) saw its sure
and early failure until the war came to its
relief. Open competition was too heavy to
render centralization possible. Suddenly
the Cuban fruit business was knocked into
a cocked hat. The ports were closed. Ba-
nanas and oranges, cocoanuts, etc., were in
great demand, with prices soaring. The
brains of the United Fruit Company had
foreseen this, and with desperate energy
purchased every available banana planta-
tion in Jamaica. South and Central Amer-
ica and Porto Rico. Its ships rushed fruits
to the markets and cargoes were sold at
fabulous prices. The success of the trust
was assured. It handles 25,000.000 bunches of
bananas and 20,000,000 cocoanuts a year, be-

sides oranges and other fruits. Capital,
$20,000,000 a dollar for each cocoanut.

The Chicago Literati.
Roswell Field, in Chicago Evening Post.

Mayor Harrison greatly disappoints us
when he somewhat sneeringly dismisses
Townsman Gross's candidacy with the re-
mark that "I do not think we want a liter-
ary treasurer." Our estimable fellow citi-
zen has shown his ability to acquire and
take care of a large fortune, and we fancy
that he is abundantly able to do for the
public what he has accomplished privately.
His "literary talents" have nothing to do
with the case, although we are of the opin-
ion that it is about time for Chicago to
recognize its literary men in a more sub-
stantial way than by permitting them to
march in the rear of the County Democ-
racy. When William Allen White returned
to Emporia yesterday he was met at the
station by a brass band and a large con-
course of enthusiastic fellow citizens, but
when a Cook county poet or eminent novel-
ist comes home from a Jaunt he feels high-
ly flattered if his name gets into the per-
sonal column of the newspapers mis-
spelled, of course. How culture can hum
under such discouragement as this we find
it Impossible to understand.

u ' l

THERE ARE OTHERS.
He Went shopping to-da- y and spent a

hundred dollars.
She What kind of hopnlnn--

I
. He Bucket hoppln.

PART TITHEE.

INSANE THROUGH CHESS

HXPERTS IN' THIS CSAMH WHO 11AVC
LOST MENTAL POli:.

An Intellectual Strain and Absorp
tlon Which Flnnllr Cre-

ate Wreck.

New Y'ork Mail and Express.
Dead at the chess table, Francis C. La-rivie- re

was loser, in the last game cf his
life. Dispatches from Melrose. Mass.. re-

late that the old gentleman, though past
seventy-one- , was still keen at the game,
and that, having played chess all hi? life,
he was at length a victim of its fascination.
He was playing a game with his wife when
he died. Physicians say that his death as
due to apoplexy, caused by mental concen-
tration so intense that the blood rushed to
his head in a flow too large for the brain's
capacity.

The news of this sacrifice to the ancient
and honorable game did not Interrupt for
long the silent battles at the Manhattan
Chess Club, when the tidings were carried
there by one who was curious to know
something about the fatalities of this im-

perial pastime. Nothing but death or ill-

ness can interrupt these games till th
checkmate comes.

"Dead at the chess table? Well, that was
a good way to die," said one who stood,
watching a player put a red knight into a
position of exquiite peril while he let his
Angers get burned by the twenty-eight- h

match he had used on that one pipe of to-

bacco. Profound stillness brooded over the
room where a score of men. most of them
past the middle age, puffed fitful, blue-gra- y

fumes of. the herb o grace, and for hours
and hours said not a word. They were be-

neath the spell the same spell that has
these thousands of years held in still ab-

straction Hindu princes. Medean priests,
Chinese statesmen, Roman soldiers, French
philosophers and many a common man,
from fire worshiper to Broadway merchant,
while their beards grew long, and empires
rose and fell, and civilization piled high Its
monuments around them. A man may hon-
orably take off his hat to the centuries-saturate- d

pawns and Immemorial kings and
queens that can so engage th attention of
a man that even death finds him indif-
ferent.

POE ON CHESS PLAYING.
It was Edgar Allen Poe who. perhaps.

best characterized In a few terse sentences
that mental quality of the chfss player
which sometimes develops Into insanity
and makfs possible such singular deaths as
that of the old gentleman in Melrose. "The
game of chess," wrote Foe in that irre
sistible, grewsome tale, "The Murders in
the Rue Morgue." "is greatly misunder
stood in its effects upon mental character.

The higher powers of the refUctlvo
Intellect are more decided and more use-
fully tasked by the unostentatious g..me
cf draughts than by all the elaborate friv-
olity of chess. In this latter th
attention ij callrl powerfully into play. If
it flag for an instant an oversight is com-
mitted resulting in injury or dffrat.
In nine ca-t- e out of ten it is the more con-cfntrati- ve

rather than the more acute play-
er who conquers. The best chess
player in Christendom may be little more
than the best player of chess: but profi-
ciency In whist implies capacity for suc-
cess in those more Important undertakings
where mind struggles with mind."

All of this the veteran chess player gen-
erally will admit, with serene content, to
be true. Also he looks with complacency
upon the chance he runs of getting Into a
game and starving to death from sheer
forgetfulness, or sitting sanely down to the
checkered table and arising from it a fan-
tastic lunatic. The game's the thing, after
all.

"I never have heard of ä case Just like
that." said Mr. E. W. Dahl, who is one of
the most Indefatigable players at the Man-
hattan Chess Club. "Still, it's easy to be-
lieve that death could be cause! by too
close application. Intense thinking
maintained draws the blood Into the brain,
and there is perhaps no concentration so
deep as that of the successful chess jdayr.
The game gets away with some men. just
as religion or perpetual motion hurries oth-
ers into an asylum or the grave. Now and
then the mind turns or the man who drives
it too hard; something breaks, and the
whole machine goes to pieces or move s
lamely and incompetently to the end of its
course.

STEINITZ WENT MAD.
"There was Stelnitz. When h lost his

great contest with IaFker in Moscow he
showed the first sign of aberration by de-

claring he was going to send a wireless
message to President Cleveland. In his
room there was a telephone which was not
connected with the system. Stelnltz talked
his message into the receiver and said he
would have an answer in twenty-fou- r

hours. The next day, no answer havin-- r

come, he opened a window and shouted the
message into the air. That was enough for
his friends, and he was taken to an asylum.
A peculiar feature of his madness was thit
in his rambling talk he never dealt in terms
of chess, but raved pontinually about elec-
tricity. He conceived that he was sur-
rounded by a mare of electric currents, and
he warned all who came near him not to

.come into contact with these, lest they
suffer injury. Steinitz was brought to
America and died insane at Ward's island.

"Look flt that picture there." Mr. Dahl
said, pointing to a painting on the wall of
the clubhouse. It was the portrait of a.
youthful-lookin- g man. with a fine, dignified
face and deep-fre- t, solemn eyes.

"That is a good likeness of Morphy, the
greatest chess player of them all. He. too.
went Insane through too close application
to the infinite intricacies of the game. In
his disjointed talk he could be got to say
nothing about chess, but babbled constant-
ly of erratic things. His father had been a
lawyer, and he himself had a fine legal
mind and a good training In technical law
and controversy. But chess got him, and
he died in a New Orleans asylum. You will
find other instances like these all varia-
tions upon the one theme."

Mr. Dahl became contemplative, and his
steadfast and cold gray eyes swept over the
tables and the books containing the chess
lore of centuries upon centuries. Opening
a ponderous tome, he pointed to a printed
page filled with columns of letters and fig-
ures in queer combinations that looked like
cabalistic kejs tc some treasure or mys-
tery of the ages. There were six hundred
such pages In the volume.

A LIFETIME WORK.
"These are merely the recorded varia-

tions of the first move," he went on. "A
lifetime of work is there for a man who
would learn all these combinations. A vast
literature has been built up around the
game, which Steinitz used to Fay is too
much a science to be a game, and too much
a game to be a science. He took it o seri-
ous that he advocated the establishment of
chairs in universities to teach the Intricate
secrets of the game.

"The danger to me is that the fascina-
tion of it becomes Irresistible, and even
though it should not kill or madden all ofus It unfits many a man for other voca-
tions and avocations of life. It actuallygrows Into a bad habit like any cf the othersmall and pleasant vices of which Shak-spea- re

says the gods make instruments toscourge us. Blackburn, the Englishman,
will not permit his son to learn the game
for the reason, as he declares, that a chessplayer, even though he may not lose hismind, comes soon to be good for little elsebut ches. It absorbs more and more of thedevotee's attention till he i at last rapt incontemplation of the red and white pieces
and does not know or care what the worldis doing around him. When this gets to ra habit his case is settled."

Mr. Dahl smiled happily. a if to leaveno doubt that such golden-chaine- d servi-
tude was a very positive kind of happiness,as it surely may be. In the playing room
the smoke still curled from pipes and ci-gars into inconsequential fabrics; an occa-
sional crackling of a match told cf anotherftage in rumination; the stillness lav heav-
ier upon the bent, bare heads. ApöplrxyT
Insanity? Who should worry?

V
Th Difference.

Life.
"The difference between my husband

club and mine." eald th pretty woman In
the turquoise-colore- d toque, looking at her
watch, "is that mine lasts from 2 until C
and his lasts from 6 until 2."


