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owner. Robert Barr. Mostyn T. Piggot
preserves his initials in the amusing form
of Medium Tom Phun.

The name of Mark Twain was, as is
pretty generally known, suggested to Mr.
'lernen by the ry of the leadsman on a

Mississippi boat, when the lead indicated
that the boat v.ns in shallow water; Rev.
John Watson ar-iv- eu at Ian Maclaren by
using Ihe Gaelic form of John and adding
his mother s nam- - of Maclaren. and Max
O'Reii made a combination of his grand-
father's Christian name Maxine. and his
grandmother" patronymic, O'Reilly, ab-

lating Maxlno O'Reilly to the familiar
Max O Reil.
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Grand Duchess Helene, the bride of Prince Nicholas of Oreece, is popular in her husband's
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Our specialty, which is attracting
the attention of good dressers who
desire to bny the best at a moderate
cost, is onr

EXTENSIVE IMPROVEMENTS AT THE
NATIONAL CAPITOL.

Hall of the Honse of Representatives
to lie Made aa Goraenae as the

Senate Chamber.

Special to the Indianapolis Journal.
WASHINGTON. Sept. 13.-O- reat changes

are taking place in the House end of the
national Capitol. When the representatives
return, in December, they will think they
are in the Senate end of this great building,
and then they will wonder what their con-

stituents will say about the expenditure of
hundreds of thousands of dollars. For
years and years the corridors and commit-
tee rooms in the House end have presented
a very shabby appearance in comparison
with the beautiful frescoing, painting in
the corridors and committee rooms, and
the fine expensive furniture in the Senate
end. Famous artists were brought from
the old country to paint birds, beasts, flow-
ers and pretty pictures in the corridors
and committee rooms In the Senate end,
but the paint on the walls and ceiling of
the corridors of the House end remained
as unsightly and monotonous as before, and
the rickety old chairs and tables in the
committee rooms were elected for another
session. The carpets were beaten, but they
were also elected for more service. The
architect was asked why this condition of
affairs existed. "Well, senators are elected
for six years and members of the House
for only two," he answered, and then
smiled. "The senators are fond of anything
that Is beautiful and costly. They are not
afraid to spend thfir own money or the
government's money. The members of the
House also like line things, but they have
to face their people at the polls every two
years. Tluy would be terribly bothered
explaining why they voted an appropria-
tion of half a million dollars to paint gold
birds on the walls and ceilings of the cor-
ridors, and substitute mahogany for the
common old chairs and tables in the com-
mittee rooms. You will notice that the
tile flooring in the House end is very much
inferior to the tiling used in the Senate
end. The House members were afraid."

The corridors are filled with scaffolding,
and gold paint is being smeared right and
left. The floors are being polished so that
thry will shine like silver, and elegant
leather upholstered chairs are being sub-
stituted for the old worn ones. Mahogany
roll-to- p desks and rugs are coming In by
the drayloads. Every scratch is being hid-
den by the painters' brush, and when the
man of the lower house comes back this
fall he will think he is living in the Senate
end, even though he knows there is not a
chance in the world for him to enjoy that
honor.

The old woodwork and flooring that has
been removed from the White House by
the contractor who has charge of the ex-
tensive improvements that are being made
is being converted into souvenirs by the
architect. He does not sell these souvenir.-- ,
but gives them to prominent officials, heads
of departments, and his friends. When the
work of removing this old material com-
menced the rush for souvenirs was so great
that it was necessary to place policemen
at the gates, who denied admittance to
persons who did not have business inside
the grounds. The wood is being converted
into all sorts of articles, the principal one
being canes. The architect has also had
made some very pretty jewel boxes out of
the old white pine flooring. These boxes
were given to officials In the Treasury De-
partment. Canes were sent to the male
descendants of former Presidents. Pretty
little boxes for various uses will be sent
to the female descendants.

"SHERLOCK HOLMES."

The Original Was a Doctor and Conan
Doyle Was Hla Pnpil.

New York Times.
The original Sherlock Holmes, Dr. Joseph

Bell, is an eminent practitioner of Edin-
burgh. Dr. Doyle frankly confesses his
indebtedness to Mr. Bell, and tells how he
was impressed by him in his study days. He
says: "I was clerk In Dr. Bell's ward. A
clerk's duties are to note down all the pa-

tients to be seen and muster them together.
When everything was ready I would show
them in to Dr. Bell, who would have the
students gathered around him. His intui-
tive powers were simply marvelous. Case
No. 1 would step up. 'I see,' said Dr. Bell,
'you're suffering from drink. You even
carry a flask in the inside breast pocket of
your coat.' Another would come forward.
'Cobbler, I see.' Then he would turn to
the students and point out to them that
the inside of the knee of the man's trousers
was worn. That was where the man had
rested the lapstone a peculiarity found only
in cobblers.

"All this impressed me very much. He
was continually before me his sharp, pierc-
ing eyes, eagle nose and striking features.
There he would sit in his chair with fingers
together he was very dexterous with his
hands and Just look at the man or woman
before him. He was very kind and pains-
taking with the students a real good friend

and when I took my degree and went to
Africa the remarkable individuality and
discriminating tact of my old master made
a deep and lasting impression on me.
though I had not the faintest idea that it
would one day lead me to forsake medicine
for story writing."

Dr. Bell is a very prosperous man. and
lives in a handsome house in Melville Cres-
cent, not far from the university with
which he is connected. He is a white-haire- d,

keen-eye- d, ruddy-face- d man with
clean-shave- n lips and chin.

He modestly disclaims any credit for the
"Sherlock Holmes" Idea, but always says,
when questioned about it: "Doyle's the
clever man. It's nothing to do with me.
Doyle has by his imaginative genius made
a great deal out of very little, and his
warm remembrance of one of his old teach-
ers has colored the picture."

In an interview, however, Dr. Bell ac-
knowledges that his powers of observation
have frequently been of service to the au-
thorities in the tracing of crime, and he re-

veals some of his methods. "For twenty
years or more." he says, "1 have been en-
gaged in the practice of medical Jurispru-
dence on behalf of the crown, but there is
little I can tell you about it. It would not
be fair to mention that which is the private
knowledge of the crown and those asso-
ciated therewith, and the cases which hae
been made public would not bear repeti-
tion. After all, any deductions and infer-
ences, and so on. which I have been the
means of placing at the disposal of the au-
thorities are simple and commonplace. The
only credit I can take to myself is that ap-
pertaining to the circumstances that I al-
ways impressed over and over again upon
my scholars Conan Doyle among them
the vast Importance of little distinctions,
the endless significance of trifles. The great
majority of people, of incidents and of
cases resemble each other in the main and
large features. For instance, most men
have each a head, two arms, a nose, a
mouth and a certain number of teeth. It is
the little differences, in themselves trifles,
such as the droop of an eyelid or what not,
which differentiate men.

"As for Conan Doyle when he was my
pupil I had no suspicion that he was com-
ing out as a literary character, but I always
regarded him as one of the best students I
ever had. He was always exceedingly In-

terested in anything connected with diag-
nosis, and was never tired of trying to dis-
cover all those little details which one
looks for. Several Instances excited his
keenest interest, and set him experimenting
himself in the same direction which, of
course, was just what I wanted with him
and all other scholars.

"In regard to the practical application of
these powers of observation, there is a
system by which they may be cultivated,
and I try to teach it to my pupils here. The
fatal mistake which the ordinary policeman
maks is this, that he gets his theory flrst
and then makes the facts to fit it. instead
of getting his facts first and making all
his little observations and deductions until
he is driven Irresistibly by them into an
elucidation in a direction he may never
have originally contemplated. You cannot
expect the ordinary "Bobby" to stand eight
hours on his legs and then develop great
mental strength. He doesn't get enough
blood to his brain to permit of it. The
only feasible scheme which strikes me
would be to get a good man and give him
carte blanche about the choosing of assist-
ants and the special education of them.

"After all, there may be much more in

A NEWSPAPER'S SHARP (RITKISM
OF THE MODKRN M(.A7.IES.

Why Certala Writer Auamrd Ihr
Xaaee They Did Thr Strength

off Poetry On Wrltim.

What is the matter with the magazines,
a.-k-s the Brooklyn Eagle. Do their pub-

lishers think to drive newspapers out of
business? They are assimilating them-

selves more and more to the newspapers in
contents, and. if truth must be told at the
risk of being unpleasant, they are not
turning out so good a product, in some
cases, as the newspapers print and sell for
leas money on Sunday. Even in the old

ilc.ntie. which has been one of the main-

stays of American literature, they exhibit
almost flippancy in the desire to be spry
and modern, like the 10-ce- nt monthlies. Our
periodicals have much sugar, but little
meat.

Such strong, serious work as was done
by the New England coterie thirty and
forty years ago yes. and auch lighter and
more playful work as that of Oliver Wen-

dell Holmes, had its first showing in the
magazines before it was put into books. Is
It that all the serious men are dead, or is
It that a public that reads yellow papers
and has vitiated its taste is demanding in
what It takes to be serious literature the
Mine frothiness. extravagance, vulgarity,
cheapness and sensation that it buys for
a cent in its morning paper, with its dozen
extras to follow? Certainly the magazine
of this day is not making so good a show
as it ought to make. In some ways it has
Improved. It has widened the circle of
Its contributors; it no longer depends upon
a dozen hacks, who would write on any
subject to order, whether they knew any-
thing about it or not; it gives more di-

versity than it did; It asks specialists to
contribute their special knowledge; it even
gets the ttrst reports from government
scientists, who used to give the first results
ot their labors to the Nation; it is more
artistic and attractive in make-u- p than it
was, though it relies too much on the pho-

tograph to be artistic always.
Yes. it does all this; still, when one com-

pares the modern magazine, with its tales
of society, which are weak; its tales of
sensation, which can be overstrung; its
wholly conventional descriptive articles,
such as appear in Sunday papers all around
the country, with the magazines ir which
were appearing stories by Dickens, Reade,
Collins, the inimitable humor and keen
sense of Holmes, the verse of Lowell,
Longfellow and Whittier. the essays of
Emerson. Thoreau, Motley and their like,
It Is a saddening contrast.

The clientile of the present-da- y magazine
demands to be amused. It is well, it is
necessary to recognize this element, for
magazines should b- - in part devoted to
amusement. But have men grown so wise
that they need nothing more? Do they
never seek Instruction? Do they never
think? Do they find no response in the
appeal to their best emotions? Are they
bent on acquainting themselves with mere-
ly physical facts and not with nature and
mind, in its larger aspects and mind? Are
mere reports enough? Is it always to be
The Engagement of Lord Sil ly billy ami
Lady Lighthead for the girl readers, and
Slugger Mciinness's Comeupance for men?
Is there no space, then, for the best
thoughts of men? The essay has disap-
peared, they say. yet the fruits of study,
meditation and observation are always of
concern, for we know that newspaper edi-
torials are read, and they are essays. With
endless variety of topic, with leisure for
expanding and polishing, the author ought

- tor finals certain a market for them in the
Magazine as in the paper.

Commercialism, which affects most other
enterprises, affects the magazines, 'ihe
theater in this country has lost standing
as a refining and educating force because
tt is given over to things that pay not
merely pay enough, but pay a great deal.
Silly farragos of song and dance are kept
on the stage of a single house for a whole
season, and thin-witte- d farce is kept going
about the country by the twelvemonth.
Many who used to go to the play are never
seen In theaters. Their sense would be in-

sulted by much that is seen there. The
same commercialism, the same down-levelin- g

that seeks the applause of the half-educat- ed

majority, presides over the mag-
azines and forbids their appearance except
in a popular aspect. Popular they seem to
be, for there are so many of them, and
commercial success, for they boast of large
circulation and much advertising; but tne
moral, or educative purpose they might
serve is overlooked.

Commercialism has never guided men to
their best; it was an incident, not a cause
of success and fame in arts, scholarship,
invention, letters, reformation and religion.
A magazine that is above it is a public
need that is, perhaps, only half suspected
a magazine in which the trite and trivial
would have no place, in which the best and
boldest offerings of men would be welcome.
In which Mrs. Grundy would have no more
authority than the bishop, in which the
pertness of the punster would be as con-
tinuously absent as the ponderous self-laudatio- ns

of the politician. Great ques-
tions are before the world, and men con-
tinue to be moved by blessed impulses.
Why should the newspapers alone be left
to prove the consciousness of those facts?

e
PES NAMES AND THEIR ORIGIN.

Why Certain Authors Assumed the
Maines They Are Knuno By.

Philadelphia Telegraph.
Hundreds of people have Indulged in

fruitless speculation as to the reason for
the choice of pen names by so many of the
authors of the past and present day, says a
writer In the Cleveland Plain Dealer. Why,
It has been asked, should the late Charles
Kingsley's talented daughter choose to be
known as Lucas Malet? According to her
own confession, her modesty was the mo-

tive which induced her to conceal her
Identity, so that any failure on her part

hould not dim the lustre of her father's
fame. For this reason she combined the
names of two clever women in her family,
one of whom was Miss Mary Lucas, the
maiden name of her father's mother, anc"
the other Alice Malet, her grandmother's
aunt, both of which names she has thus
rescued from oblivion.

With lady writers the fear of family
criticism to have been responsible
for many assumed names. Mrs. Alexander,
for instance, the author of "The Wooing
O't" and other delightful novels, adopted
the Christian name of her husband, Alex-
ander Hector, and under this mask won her
fame before he was even aware that she
had written a line, and Mme. Sarah Grand,
knowing that her husband, Surgeon Mr-Fai- l,

did not approve of her views, con-
cealed her identity under the name now so
widely known, and which she chose on ac-
count of its plainness.

It la curious, by the way. how many lady
authors have selected unattractive and
even ugly pen names. Oliv? Schreiner won
her laurels under the almost repellent
name of Ralph Iron; Mrs. rraigie cho3e to
be known as John Oliver Hobbes, deliber-
ately selecting the least attractive name
she could think of. so that it might not be
recognized as a woman s choice, and that it
might warn her against any yielding to
womanly sentimentality in her writing;
and for similar reasons Mrs. Arthur Stan-nar- d

presented hers If to the public as
John Strange Winter, as unefffmiiiate agame as one could easily conceive.

Many writers have reduced the mystery
of their noms de plume to the utmost by
simply using their Christian names, as;
Mrs. Thomas Anstey Guthrie, who chose
to be known as F. Anstey; Forbes Phillips,
as Athol Forbes; Anthony Hope Hawkins,
a Anthony Hope, and A. R. li ; Mon-cr- i-

ff. as Ascott R. Hope.
It is curious to observe how almost In-

variably the pen names of lady writers are
either avowedly masculine or without indi-
cation of sex. a George Eliot. Maxwell
Gray and G. M. llutton (Mrs. Mona 'air

Miss Ada Ellen Bayly arrived at the
name Edna Lyali. now so familiar to us,
by the simple process of transposing some
of the letters of her own name; and Mile,p La Kamee, as Is known, adopted her
public appellation "Oulda," which was the
nearest approach a very youthful sister
could make to the pronunciation of her
Christian name. Ixiulsa

Some pen names have a distinctly humor-
ous origin, as Luke Sharp, which suggests
the obvious meaning that occurred to Its

The Editor and the Poets.
New York Timet Literary Review.

The editor who reads a drawerful of man-MOl- pt

poem? a day characterizes poetry
for most people as a misdirection of energy.
That there is need for more poetry in the
practical things of life, 'tis true, 'tis very
true; but It is quite as true that there is
heed for more piartkallty In poetry. For
as in contradistinction to the fact that in
the great American world of modernness
the missing factor is the heart of the ma-
chine, so in the minds of the great herd of
unsuccessful artists of all kinds the miss-
ing factor is practical steadiness, or com-
mon sne, with a touch of humor that al-
ways serves as an automatic corrector of
mtstshee. Through the host of rejected
manuscript poems the editor sees the un-
trained minds of their authors who have
Derer grasped the value or advisability of a
thing anl who have skipped tc poetry over
the everyday means of expression by which
greater minds have built the art of litera-
ture.

The exact quality of poetry Is misun-
derstood by all those unsuccessful contrib-ntor- s

unless It be that poetry Is a form of
writing which can be used legitimately to
amuse those who have not had enough
soberness to find pleasure in prose. By its
master It has been supposed to be the
highest form of expression to be used by
those who have a finer shade of meaning
than prose can as well express and who
understand the art sufficiently to warrant
their tackling it The difficulty of limiting
one's meanings to the sphere of words the
poet overcomes by using a form that plays
upon the imagination more than does prose,
by reason of Its cadence and its euphony.
But the strength of real poetry does not
come through Jingle or honeyed words.
Humorous verse and song legitimately
turn to those but nothing else. Properly
employed, prose may express more poetry
than could ever be found in the minds of
ordinary mortals, and for these mortals,
accordingly, prose is at least good enough.

In all arts it Is the same. A small knowl-edg- S

of the art leads to the belief that the
art is small: a greater knowledge shows
one to be further and further from its mas-
tery. Let him who has the Itch look more
into the great poems of the century and
gain the reverence for the art that will
make him leave It alone, and let him study
the great prose writers to learn what can
be done in full page lines. Poetry should be
reserved as the art of a select few. for. like
piano playing, it is only beautiful in the
hands of Its masters. The common herd
should not think of it. the world should not
make note of what they Insist upon pro-
ducing. Jingle pleases many, and the editor
has to publish poems that appear simply
an account of the lack of better ones. The
ideal editor would publish a year no more
than a half dozen of those he receives, but
the ideal editor would lose his Job.

Eargrleaton aa a Historian.
New York Evening Post.
Te late Edward Eggleston was in a pe-cü- nr

and admirable sense a self-mad- e

man. With only a public school education,
he passed through the Methodist ministry
and by way of journalism to an honorable
place in our literature and a unique posi-

tion in our scholarship. Academic honors,
which he never sought, came to him in due
time, but he stood apart from American
academic life and from what we are pleased
to call our best traditions of scholarship;
and now his own work, though compara-
tively small in compass, may well come to
be cited as a precedent to the students of
our historical seminars. Out of his activity
as a novelist and his keen interest in the
shifting social conditions of his native
State of Indiana, he acquired for himself
that Ideal of historical research which is
embodied in his "The Beginners of a Na-
tion" and "The Transit of Civilization."
This ideal was that of reconstructing the
entire social conditions of an older period.
Our university students borrowed the no-
tion and the name culturgeschichte from
Germany. They accepted this programme
of research and accepted as well much of
the German pedantry with which it had
become invested. Mr. Eggleston turned to
the history of culture simply because it
seemed to him the most natural and de-
lightful way of ng the past. He
spared no pains in research, not because he
had acquired a "scientific method," but be-
cause he had never been without a Hoosier
conscience. The results of his studies and
research were as delightful as much of the
production of our seminars is repellent to
the average thoughtful reader. It is de-
lightful to see a natural talent develop to
maturity through a kind of inner force and
Judgment. Tertulllan rejoices in the num-
ber of "souls naturally Christian" animae
naturallter Christlanae which there is in
the world, and every loyal American will
find in the sober and complete achievement
of Edward Eggleston grounds for believ-
ing that far beyond conventional academic
limits the country abounds in minds which
are scholarly by nature.

Booka and Prosperity.
Chicago Record-Heral- d.

With the passing of August the autumn
book season comes into view the con-
gested season in which two-thir- ds of the
annual book output is crowded into one-thir- d

of the year. Already the assurance is
heralded forth that the books to be pub-
lished this fall will be considerably more
numerous than ever before in the history
of the publishing trade in the United
States. Prosperity Is a great breeder of
your cloth-boun- d reading matter, but hard-
ly of literature. Each of the last few years
has surpassed its predecessor in the size of
its book crop, that of 1901 having reached
8.141 American books; and now these are
about to be buried under a still larger mass
of new volumes.

In so far as this impending literary del-
uge promises profits for publishers it is a
thing to be welcomed, but in many of its
aspects it is by no means an unmixed bless-
ing. For the bookseller and his salesmen
it means the memorizing of many thou-
sands of new titles, in addition to the other
tens of thousands which their tortured
brains are expected to hold. For the ordi-
nary mortal it renders still more hopeless
the already impossible task of keeping
track even of the books that people talk
about. For authors of real ability it brings
but an accentuation of the unpleasant fact
that books are becoming as short-live- d as
magazines. It increases the temptation to
v rite ephemeral stuff in a slipshod way for
a transient market. Thus for the reading
public the assurance of a larger output of
books is apparently a threat of further di-
lution of Its Intellectual provender.

Why should prosperity cause the pub-
lishers to lift higher and higher the sluice
gates that let in the Mood of miscellaneous
manuscripts, rendering It increasingly diff-
icult to choose the good books out of the
chaotic mass of literary flotsam which now
goes annually hurrying past us to the near-
by sea of oblivion? Publishers would be
more kind to themselves and to their pa-
trons If they used their extra capital to
Hit the cost of a severer censorship of

the manuscripts that pass through their
hands.

She Famishes Plots.
X.w York Telegram.

Another example of the cleverness and
Ingenuity of the mod.rn woman when
forced into the business world is found in
a clever London girl who makes a living
by selling plots and titles for stories and
plays to unimaginative authors and play-
wrights. She Is coming to New York to
establish a branch of the business here, and
will display her plan of work at the forth-
coming Women's Exhibition in Madison-squar- e

garden as a preliminary to what
she hopes to do in this city.

In London she has a little shop in New
Oxford street, and numbers among her r us-tome- rs

many people who contribute nu-larl- y

to magazines and newspapers, though,
of course, the majority of her clients are

M retr ambitious seta w I er s whose man-
uscripts never are published. This woman

ets from 1 to ' fr the synopsis of a
story, the price depending on length and
strength, and she sells titles at 10 shillings
apiece.

The idea occurred to me." she said to
Susanne Leonard West ford, the foreign
representative of the Woman's Exhibition.

a chance for mutual In-ueii-t. I a 1 w i s
he Ii fertile in stories, but 1 have been

unable probably because I never had the
training to finish them properly. I set
out, therefore, honestly to supply material
to skilled writers who lacked imagination.

HERE IS OFFERED
The widest range of fabrics from which the most fas-

tidious and exacting cannot fail to make a pleasing
and satisfactory selection.

Into these Suits we put better furnishings and
better workmanship than is usually put into. Suits
that sell at 25.00 and 30.00.

DEUTSCH TAILORING CO.
-- X South Illinois St.
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be thoroughly qualified to practice medi-
cine according to the most enlightened and
humane methods is a public benefaction.
A summary of the expression of the opin-
ions of many eminent doctors, as published
in a current medical journal, shows that
the method most favored is that of rigid
entrance requirements.

OUT OF THE ORDINARY.
It takes the constant labor of 60,000 people

to make matches for the world.
Dr. H. K. Carroll reports the total church

membership in the United States in 1891 to
be 28,090,637.

Spain holds the record for cheap working
of her railways. Only 48 per cent, of the
gross earnings are spent in management.

The average value of a horse in the
United States is $49.07, being lowest In Ari-
zona ($13.61) and highest in Rhode Island
($S6.12.)

The spoon is very ancient, and many fine
specimens are in existence that were used
bv the Egyptians in the seventeenth cen-
tury, B. C.

Paris, according to the latest census re-
turns, has a population of 2,650,000 persons,
of whom over 1,200,000 are either foreigners
or provincials.

Sweden's last census records the lowest
death rate yet attained by a civilized na-
tion. During the last ten years it only av-
eraged 16.49 per 1,000.

An order for 18,000 eight-hors- e plows to be
used for breaking up the virgin soil in South
Africa has been received by the Farquhar
agricultural works, at York, Pa.

A regiment of 1,000 men could readily find
shelter under a regular banyan tree. In
India there is one of these trees which has
400 main trunks and over 8,000 smaller ones.

A wonderful statue adorns a public
square in Yokohama. It is a seated image
of the god Diabutsu, and its height is 63V4

feet. The total weight of this great statue
is 450 tons, 500 pounds of which are pure
gold.

The most curious cemetery is situated at
Luxor, on the Nile. Here repose the mum-
mified bodies of millions of sacred cats.
Their remains are side by side with the
bodies of kings and emperors in mauso-
leums.

There is a marked Increase In the growth
of rice in Texas and Louisiana so marked
that the industry is spoken of as being
transferred from the South Atlantic States
to this new territory.

Each Iowa soldier who marches in the
grand parade at the national encampment
of the Grand Army of the Republic in
Washington in October will be expected to
carry the largest ear of corn he can find.

A wooden chimney stack 160 feet high
is in operation at Mapimi, In the province
of Durango, Mexico. The interior is lined
with corrugated iron, and there are plat-
forms at intervals to throw water on the
wood if it catches fire.

South Africa, says the Tobacco Trade Re-
view, is now being looked to in the trade as
the future great producing Meld of first-cla- ss

tobacco. It is said that with proper
irrigation and cultivation the South African
would be more popular than the American
leaf.

Less than 10 per cent, of Manitoba's land
has been taken up; the neighboring terri-
tory to Assiniboia has nearly 60.000.000 acres,
mostly suitable for wheat cultivation; Al-
berta, near the Rockies, is 500 by 300 miles
In extent, and Saskatchewan Is another
empire in area.

The Strait of Canso, between Cape Bre-
ton and the mainland of Nova Scotia, is to
be bridged. The task is an immense one,
involving great engineering difficulties, and
the outlay is about $5,000,000. The bridge
will be a cantilever, with a span of 1,800
feet, the longest in the world.

The exodus of Scandinavian emigrants
to the United States continues to be the
greatest in twenty years. Ihe hard times
at home and the more stringent laws for
the conscription of soldiers, together with
the reported prosperity in America, are re-
sponsible for the universal movement.

The eld black and white spotted Dal-
matian dogs, better known as "'coach
dogs." that were so numerous and popular
throughout the United States from 1869 to
1882, inclusive, appear to have become ex-
tinct in this country, having, like the New-
foundland, which has shared the same fate,
gone out of style.

The uncommon occurrence is reported
from Australia of a woman being ordered
by a magistrate to support her husband.
The man, it seems, was an old-ag- e pen-
sioner in receipt of 6 shillings a week; and,
as his spouse owned some land, she was
made to contribute another 6 shillings a
week toward his maintenance.

The government has begun to withdraw
lands in Colorado and other Western States
from settlement in order to furnish sites
for great reservoirs and other immigration
works under the provisions of the recent
law. Work will be carried on as rapidly as
possible, though on such a comprehensive
scale it will necessarily be very gradual.

In St. Augustine. Fla., there is an old
piece of industrial machinery in the shape
of a water power wheel, of which there is
no other like it In America. The wheel is
16 feet In diameter, the well inches and
240 feet deep. Since the well does not sup-
ply power enough, however, a second wheel
has leen driven near by to reinforce the
present one.

A Chinaman who acted as secretary to a
former Chinese minister to England has
published a book in which he says: "There
is nothing which an American won't say,
there is nothing which an Englishman
won't eat. there is nothing an Italinn won't
sing, there is no measure to which a
Frenchman won't dance and nothing Rus-
sians won't covet."

For many years Russia has been deport-
ing to Siberia its men of the most active
intellect and turning them loose in a new
Country to make a livelihood for themselves
and for their families. It Is not strange,
then, to note that universities and museums
are springing up In Russia's eastern posses-
sions, nor that many of the men of science
and teachers on the staff are exiles. There
Is scarcely a town of in. inhabitants in
all Siberia but has a public museum, under
the care of a learned and competent cura-
tor.

September's Promise.
O sweet September, thy first breeses bring

The lry leaf's rustle and the squirrel's laugh-
ter:

The cool fresh air whence health and vigor
spring.

And promise of exceeding joy hereafter.
George Arnold.

In time the business degenerated to a point
at which the chief revenue was had from
vain men and women who wanted to break
into print, but did not know h w.

"I dispose of my scenarios without ques-
tion, and manage to clear as much as 400
a year. Recently I have added an "advice
department," in which young authors are
Instructed concerning the accepted way to
get their manuscripts read."

The Matter of Hnmor.
New York Tribune.

A contributor to the Atlantic, discoursing
with uncommon frankness on the subject
of American humor, arrives at the conclu-
sion that we are unduly prone to exalt the
mere .lest, the silly-funn- y business, at the
expense of that larger humor which is a
permanent treasure and blessing of life.
Apropos of this conviction he offers tribute
to woman, who is not, he believes, half so
much a goose in the matter of humor as
man has been disposed to consider her.
Her frequent insensibility to jokes does not
mean that she is blind to them she sees
them well enough, but sees also that they
are not worth the. uproarious mirth with
which man greets them. Prhaps the critic
Is a little too sweeping here; but he wins
cordial acquiescence when he adds, '"It is a
dull and hasty guess that because of this
difference in taste Miss Austen's sex Is de-
ficient in humor." He offers various mod-
ern instances in support of his assertion
that a very large part of the work done in
legitimate humor for the past few years by
Americans has been done by women. Ho
might have strengthened his caae by mar-
shaling various figures from the era Just
departed. Mrs. Stowe was tne first of a
small but notable company of an earlier
period who dealt with rural American
character with that truest humor that
makes the whole world kin.

AdTlce on Writing?.
Philadelphia Ledger.

We have received from an ingenious
youth the following request for advice:

"I am very ambitions to be an author,
and you will do me a favor by giving me
some advice about the best way to prepare
myself to become a great writer."

We are sorry that we have not at hand
any infallible recipe for forming great
writers; but as the advice is asked in good
faith we shall give the best counsel we
have.

The aspirant is advised to start with a
sound, vigorous and acute mind of origi-
nality aad power; to seize the rich spoil of
the ages contained in the great books where
the thought and the experience of great
minds are stored; to master the subject
about which he wishes to write; and to be
sure, especially, that he possesses that
"swarm of ideas" which Johnson attributed
to Edmund Burk?. This is a suitable prep-
aration. The old reprobate. Sir Pitt Craw-
ley, said to his charwoman, Tinker: "Save
your fardens. old Tink, and the pounds will
come quite nat'ral." So it Is with author-
ship. Possess the qualities and accomplish-
ments needed, and the writing will be com-
paratively easy.

To become a "great" writer presents an-
other difficulty; it requires genius, which,
says Don Quixote. Is granted by "the par-
ticular favor of heaven."

A Hint to Two Writers.
Philadelphia Press.

Curiously enough, an American publisher
has approached Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
and his brother-in-la- w. E. W. Hornung.
with the suggestion thrown out in the
Press last Saturday that they should co-
llaborate in a novel where Sherlock Holmes,
prince of detectives, should be pitted
against Raffles", most ingenious of rascals.
This publisher, who fancied that he had
conceived an original idea, was greatly sur-
prised to learn that he had been forestalled.
Another publisher had already approached
Sir Arthur and Mr. Hornung with the
proposition. The novelists considered the
matter carefully, but finally decided that
it was unworkable. Everybody who loves
a rattling good "yarn" will hope that the
gifted storytellers may be induced to
ehange their minds.

Making "Immortals."
London Mall.

Academy making is a fascinating pas-
time, and all lists for a very improbable
school of immortals are little more than
after-dinn- er entertainments. Perhaps an
assemblage that was at once sufficiently
immortal and sufficiently popular would
consist Just now of Mr. Lecky. Mr. John
Morley, Sir Leslie Stephen, Mr. Lang. Lord
Roseberv. Mr Meredith. Mr. Swinburne.
Mr. William Watson. Rev. H. Beechin.
Mr. Thomas Hardy. Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, Mr. Hall Caine, Mrs. Craigle. Mr
J. M. Barrie. Mr. Augustine Blrrell. Mr.
Austin Dobson, Dr. Garnett. Mr Edmund
Qoese, Mr. Rudyard Kipling, Sir Lewis
Morris, Mr. Alfrtd Austin. Sir Frederick
Pollock, Mr. W. 8. Gilbert. Mr. Henry Ar-
thur Jones and Mr. Pinero. Perhaps twen-ty-tiv- e

immortals would suffice for the
England of the twentieth century.

Too Many Doctors.
Detroit Journal.

The derision of the faculty of the Cincin-
nati College of Medicine not to reopen the
doors of the college this fall marks the way
that a great number of modical colleges
will doubtless be forced to walk within the
next few years. The faculty gives as the
reason for ls action that the attendance
has fallen off so much since the enactment
of the state laws requiring rigid entrance
examinations that it no longer paid to run
the college.

It is estimated that six thousand doctors
nre graduated each year In the United
States. Taking this as a basis, It is not
a difficult problem In arithmetic to discover
that the number of doctors is out of all
proportion to the number of possible pa-

tients. The number, however, is not so
great an evil as the ed condition
in which some of these young medics are
turned .ut to practice. Many colleges take
men who lack entirely the education nec-s-sar- y

to fit them for the study of modletDO.

These colleges run their students through
a two. thrte or four years' course of study,
and then let them loose on a long-sufferi- ng

public.
A law. therefore, which shall provide that

men graduated from a medicaj college must
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liberty and patriotism thrived, of institu-
tions which produced a race of giants
which flew to arms to defend the Nation
in its time of trial.

The five States of Ohio. Indiana. Illinoia,
Michigan and i onsln were carved out
of that Northwest Territory which the
thirteen original States gave to the gen-
eral government before the Constitution
was adopted. They were settled and con-
trolled by the poorer residents of the East-
ern Stat s, along with, later, a large sprin-
kling of foreigners. It aas land hunger
which led the banda of hardy pioneers to
the woods of Ohio, the swamps of Indiana
and the pruirirs of Illinois, and these com-
monwealths, .if they grew, became a bul-
wark of the Nation in peace and w.ir

In hi ?t ri-- Dr. Egglrston fixed for all
time the character, alms and emotions
these forerunners of a now enllghtrned civ-llzati- on.

"Git a plenty while you're
glttln'." a homely phrase from his firstnovel, was the watchword of the landreek-e- r

who braved the fev rs. the famines md
other hardships of the then far West thit
he might have a home for hlms-- f andplenty for hla children It was In the faith-
ful portraiture of this era in our history
that Dr. Ecglt-aton'- a great work was done.
His booka will be read when the modern
crop of historical novels la utterly for-
gotten.

C. W. K KIEL.
English Block.

Wholesale . . , ... ttetali
at am v igar dioi ,

106 Monument siacv.

life for a man If he keppa his eyes opr--

than h had ever dreamed of In his philoso-
phy. There is a problem, a whole game of
chess. In many a little street incident or
trifling; occurrence, if one once learns how-t-

make the moves."

EUil.ESTOS WORK.

Hi. Xovela May Sot Be "Art," Bot Are
Truthful.

Philadelphia Record.
According to modern literary canons It

Is said that his work lacked artistic finish,
that his construction was poor, and that,
on the whole, he wouldn t do. Against this
Judgment we enter a solemn protest. The
author of "The Hoosier Schoolmaster"' can-
not be declared Inartistic or without the
pale in any sense. That work alone is
enough to give him a lasting place among
American novelists. We believe it is not
read much now. more's the pity. fr it was
the epic of a time and a section whU h w.is
once of vast Importance In this country.
The changes of time have eradicated lara--l-

the types he drew. Modern civilisation
has supplanted the rude institutions of the
mi.bll West, but that early civilization
and those rude people were important, al-

most dominating factors In this Republic.
The pictures which Kggleaton drew In

'The Hoosier Schoolmaster.'" "The Knd of
the World"' and "The Circuit Rider'' were
true. They told of a race which produced
Abraham Lincoln and a long list of lesser,
though Important men, of a section where


