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PRICE FIVE CENTS.

An Afternoon Among 2
2z 2 the Fortune Tellers

HERE ARE all
fellers in Indianapelis, and ap-
parently all of them
a pretty good business,
them foretell the future
means palmistry;

them “read the the
the comedian used to do in the comic opera
of “The Black Hussar;” some of them stick
10 the good old infallible playing-card sys-
tem, and a chosen few have the great ability
to go into trances and peer with their own
eyes into the future, or summon spirits from
the other world to help them out in their
business.

There are, of course, many
who “go on the road,” traveling from city
to city continually and taking up their res-
idence in each town two or three
months at a time,
fresh pastures when business Dbegins to
grow Jull, There ms to be an unusual
number of these strollers in the city just at
present, and that is why there is an Jn-
creased interest in occult matters among
the good folk of the Hoosier capital,

Most of the professjonal fortune tellers
gre women, {or some reason or other,
once in a while you will run acreoss a male
clairvoyvant, and when you do you want to
look out for him. A masculine fortune teller
is an all-powerful personage. Ie scorns all
clalrvovants of the gentler sex; he alone is
the only true reader of life's mysteries, and
he will tell you things that the “feminine
impostors” would never dream of telling
yYou—things that you don't want to know,
He will give you herolec treatment and al-
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most scare the life out of you with mystic |

speeches and ghastly performances in which
all sorts of unwelcome devils and things are
brought into play. He advertises extensive-
Iy, employing an army of small boys to scat-
ter his “invitations'™ throughout the resi-

dence portion of the city, leaving a printed |
card on every doorstep—a card that assures |

you of gaining a perfect insight into your
future Ilfe if will but ecall upon this
particular purveyor of prophecy for a '‘sit-
ting.""

There are numerous resident fortune tell-
ers in this city and these gifted persons
have little use for the strolling clairvovants
whom they look upon as fakirs and “"a dis-
grace to the profession.” The strollers, for
their part, look upon the resident fortune
tellers with withering contempt. And when
the real truth is told, the resident fortune
tellers do not admire each other to any
appreciable extent, while the strollers are
always at swords' points. There will never
be such a thing as a fortune tellers’ unlon,
for the very reason that each one of the
profession claims to be the only “‘real
thing,” and holds all others in disdain,

An experimenter who was foolish enough

"‘III

“PROCEEDED TO DRAY FORTH THE SE-
CRETS OF THE FUTURE.”
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to wwaut to know something about his future
went on a fortune telling tour ome after-
e is at present not ounly
in possession of valuable information
to what is going to happen to him and
his famlily, but also has an Inkling concern-
ing the fature of
with whom he is
grind of life. And
to place a proper
character—something

done before,

as

a number of other people
assoclated in the daily
then, too. he

which he had never
dark, as it were, during all of his previous

He had wnever known before
was soft-hearted,

existlenco,
that he

=sluggish in temperament—but he knows it
now, and is glad to know it, for it
help him to guide his actions
forth and to adjust himself to fateful con-
ditions.

The first clairvoyant to receive a call was |
whos=e studio is situated in a |
small, one-story frame house southeast of |

a “madam,
the Union station. The *“secance room,' as
iz was termed, was dark, damp, and full
a prohibitive odor. In fact this odor
was the main feature of the establishment.
The visitor imagined at the first
that the smell was a famillar one and
that he had rum across it somewhere be-
fore—possibly in a tannery or a slaughter
house—~but an instant later a new odor was
wafted along and joined hands with the
old and the interested stranger was
thrown completely off the track and had
to admit to himself that this was no or-
dinary smell at all, but a remarkable stink
that belonged to a class all by itself and
defied competition.

The madame lighted a lamp, and having
placed the visitor in a chair in one corner
room, took a seat at
and shuffied a pack of greasy
cards. The madame, who was a
dark-eved, sallow-faced woman in a dress
of faded blue calico, then proceeded to
draw forth frem the magic pasteboards the
secrets of the future.

“I see a red-headed lady in the distance,”
she said, “and she will have much to do
with vour busipess affairs. You are a good
business man, and this deuce of spades
foretells that you would make a success in
running & lumber yard. You have neglected
several business opportunities in the past,
perhaps without knowing it, but if vyou
will think things over you will surely recall
that at some time or other in your life you
had a chance to get into a lumber yard.
You should have accepted that opportunity.
But never mind; it will come again. Ah,
here is the ten of clubs—an important ar-
rival at this stage of the reading, for it
means that things are bound to turn out
all right for yon if you will only govern a
mean spirit that sometimes controls vou
and avoid eating sausages or any other
kind of pork."”

There were many other impressive bits
of information gleaned from that seance,
but the ones mentioned were the chief
points. The charge for the reading was
25 cents, but the experimenter thought at
the time that it was worth more than that
just to get hold of those tips about the
red-headed woman and the lumber yard.

To the sanctum of a negro sorceress In
the northwest quarter of the town the in-
quisitive one next made his way. This
colored woman is perhaps the most sincere
of all resident fortune tellers. She scorns
the prefix of “madam’™ and is known pro-
fessionally by her correct name. She un-
doubtedly believes that she possesses su-
pernatural power and
patrons,
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“THE SORCERESS SEEMED TO BE DOING A THRIVING BUSINESS,"”

offer, unless she is under the influence of
her controlling spirit. The controlling
epirit is a mystical gentleman from East
India, who spends much of his time be-
tween Indianapolis and Hindoostan.

| Whether it {8 the name of this city that

attraets him—the name being somewhat
gimilar to that of his native land—or
whether it is just his stanch friendship for

“LURKING AROUT SOMEWHERE
HEAD LIKE AN INVISIBLE GENIL™

OVER- |

!
the negro zorceress, and his anxiety to give | look as if this unwelcome female was going

her a lift in her business—these are ques-
tions that have never been fully determined,
but the fact remains that he shows up
(not in the fesh, of course,) on an average
of once or twice each week at the home
of the “witch doctor.”

Nobody ever sces the gpirit from the
Orient except the fortune teller herself, but
the eredulous patron at a seance is willing
to tauke her word for it that Old Hindoo-
stan is lurking about somewhere over-

| head like an invisible genii in "“"The Arablan

Nights,” and getting in his best licks at
the occult business. On this particular
occasion, the sorceress went into a very
satiefactory trance, and, with the able as-
sistance of the East Indian gentleman,
told her client a number of interesting
things about his future that the lady on
the South Side had omitted.

“Yo' is g'wine to be hard pressed fo'
money sometimes,”” she began, and, as this
statement had the ring of truth about it,
the visitor pricked up his ears; *“an’ yo' is
g'wine to know what it is to want some-
thin' dat yo' can't git, nohow. Yo' mus'
be keerful of yo' health an' keep out of de
way of hosses, fo' ef yo' don't yo' is apt
to git hurt In a runaway. Mistah Hindoo
tells me dat yo' is g'wine to have a
heap o' good luck ef wo' jes' stick to yo'
business an' don't fool none wid de per-
fessions, Yo' a'int eut out fo' no braln
work an® yo2' bettah leave it alone, " Don't
vo' git diskeeraged when de money is kind
o' skeerce, but keep up yvo' heart an' look on
de bright side, Dey’'s a sartin party dat's
g'wine to hab a lot to do wid yo’ fytuh.
Mistah Ilindoo say de party is a lady wid
a red head.'

The red-headed woman again! This was
disquieting. Up to this point the visitor
had been able to listen to his fate with a
certain degree of calmness, but now he be-
gan to feel uneasy. When he had gained
his first information regarding the lady in
question he had felt that perhaps there
was some mistake, but it was beginning to

to insist upon thrusting herself into his
affairs whether or no. The colored woman
told him many other things, many of them
very discreditable. 8he was embarrassing-
Iy frank. Having assured her client of
“comin’ out all right in de end,"” she felt at
liberty to modify her encouraging words
with a few plain statements. One may be
well aware of the fact that he is weak-
minded and entire!y unable to cope with
the more stressful events that come into
his life, but it is painful to know that other
people are “on to” him. But there was no
fooling this fortune teller—or, to be more
exact, Old Hindoos=stan.

Three other “studios” were visited, but
only a few things of Interest turned up. At
one clairvoyvant's headquarters on West
Ohio sireet the experimenter gained some
new information about *‘a lady with auburn
hair who was to cross his path.” *“SBhe is
beautiful and charming."” declared the for-
tune teller, who employed an entirely new
syvstem in gazing into the mysetrious fu-
ture--a =ort of combination of astrology
and palmistry—"and she is very wealthy,
too. It Jooks to me as if she is not an
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| foreign land—Russia, T think."”

some
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American woman. but a Iady

| other clairvoyants merely touched upon the

posibility of a red-haired woman coming
into her client's future life. *“The cards
tell me that vou had better beware of a red-
haired woman who mav cause
business worries,” =aid this adviser. “The
woman is very and if ever
does put in an appearance you, with your
Ikeon insight into human character, will be

Some
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homely,

| able to tell at a glance that she is a snake

WAy, was a very good one
| business

This clairvoyant, bY the
She knew her

told the

in the grass.”™

thoroughly. She
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twenty minutes before his turn came, and
during this time several other visltors ene
the camn and seats in wall-
flower row. Two of the new arrivals were
chorug girls from the Empire ‘Theater,
near by, the third was geut who
looked as if he might belong to the sport-
Ing fraternity, to judge from his loudly-
checked trousers and the big diamond sted
which sparkled gladly from his shirt-front.
Stage folk are proverbially superstitious,
and =porting men are usually firm bellevers
in omens and occult jndications of coming

tered toonk

and a

| events,

visitor |

: that he was smart, quick-witted, handsome, |

| successful

and heroic. fhe charged more
than any of the res=t, but it was weil worth
the money to receive such an
reading.

The afternoon among the

' came to a conclusion in the most interesting

{ of the apartment

studie of all—a strfoller's camp in a little
storeroom on North Delaware street in
the business district. The big show window
was plastered with draw-

| ings of hands and planets and other things
suggestive of the fortune teller's art, A}

woman seatcd at a little wooden table =old

the visitor a ticket for 10 cents and bade

| him step behind a screen wiiich shut off the

| atmosphere

rear half of the place. Mystery clouded the
behind that screen and one
could almost hear the rustling of the invie-

intelligent |

clairvoyants .

| old and then you are going

| plexion—

The experimenter chose the little dark
man with the spectables as his occult nd-
viser, and for the sixth time that after-
noon was soon being told what he had o
look forward to:

It seems to me.” sald the little man In
the Blue Beard costume, “that vou are a
person deli-

live,
Veuis
A dark

a very goad
and vou will
You are going to take
and - |t =cv—I1t
very much as if a woman of light coms-
not exan« blonde<""'

here," forth

with some sense and a rather
You are going
abe seovq niyv-five

constlitution.

until

cate

however,

{o
you
1o die.
soon golng to make
proposition to you

man is

business

do well to accept it,

a long journey, me looks

tly a

“Look burst the cllent, *“is

' that a red-headed woman you see hoving

' fble spirits as they chased each other about |

! the place.
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| thelr departure together,

In the dim light two tents were

to be seen, with their canvas lapels turned |

*“Tamous
tnem.

back so that one might behold the
gypey future-readers” who occupied

In one the tents little
skinned man who wore spectacles and n
gad smile. He wus clad in Oriental robes
of many colors and a =ilken turban deco-
rated his head. In the other tent
gVpsy queen, also in gorgeous ralment and

of sat a Jdark-

il

sat

| And so on, and so on.

with many jewels and beads to set off her |

charms. Along one side of the room was a
row of chairs. placed there for the benefit
of the patrdns of the camp who
obliged to “walit their turns.”

up in the distance?"

“Pray do not interrunt me,”
prophet, critically examining a line in s
patron’s palm. *“This a =erious malter,
it looks very much as if
reddish blonde—is golng 1o
do with vour career.™
The prophet told of
enemies in the guise of friends, of wealth
that might not materialize, of things that
might happen and again might and
when he had eoncluded he offered to give
a “"complete life reading for the small =om
of & or a portrait of his visitor's

said the
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As I waus saving
] woman—a

have something to

not,

conts,

future wife for 25."

weére |

But the visitor rejected the first proposi-

| tion, feeling that he knew evervthing about

The sorcerera seemed to be doing a thriv- |

ing business, Each was engaged in reading
a palm and there were four other visitors
besides the newcomer, waiting to have the
curtains of the future drawn aside for

them. Three of the visitors were young |

women and the fourth a lean, hungry-look-
ing man who, in all likelihood, was desirous
of peering into the future in order to find
out where his next meal was coming from.
The voung women had come to the place
together because they were “‘just dyving to
know who they were going to marry.” They
were having such a lark—those girls. With
nudges and winks and ill-suppressed gig-
gles they teased each other about Charlie
and Gus and Alexander.

Presently the gyvpsies were ready
more clients, two elderly women having
stepped forth from the tents and taken
talking in awed
whispers. Two of the frivolous maidens
were next on the programme, and it was
surprising to watch their faces as the
prophets told them, in low tones, what was
going to happen to them. The maidens
had intended to “take the whole thing as a
good joke'—so they had been telling ecach
other—but the words of the gvpsies seemed
to be making a very deep impression upon

| their minds, and when their readings were
finished both of them were seriously ex- |
amining the portraits of their future hus- |

bands—for which they had paid extra
2h-cent pieces—and were apparently in-
clined to place a good deal of faith in the
mysterious business aflter all.

The experimenter had to wait a full

for |

|
I
|
l

his future that he ecould possibly know,
and the second preposition he was afrald
to accept, for he was given 10 understand
that the photograph would be tinted, and
he knew well enough that if It turned out
to be the red-headed woman, who had hy
this time become a sort of nightmare, he
might never get over the shock.

JLOUIS W. MNES

“TWO OF THE NEW ARRIVALS WERE

CHORUS GIERLS.™

————— e

P. Hamiltonius, Chario-

Thumbnail Sketches

in Pegasian Vein

—

teer of the Levee, Phil-
osophizes on a Closed
Town...Darhk Days Dur-
ing Denny's Domina-
tion & & & A View of

S —

Current History S0 &
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CAB, returning from the north,

wheeled around the corner of

Market and Illinois streets, the

black horses speeding like homing

pigeons straight for their stand
in front of the Kingston. Night owls
and cabbles loafing without emotion on
the levee, glanced up, recognized the out-
fit, taking in with capable eye the
chalant skill of the driver, grinned and dis-
missed the incident with the laconic ob-
servation, ““Peg's in hard luck.”

Fulling up with 2 flourish at the Kingston
curb, Pegasus Hamiltonius, Charfoteer of
the ILevee, Friend of Notables, Philosopher
and Politician, swung with easy grace to
the sidewalk. He was cold and very dry; a
round-trip drive of twelve miles out (o
“The Farm™ and back, convoying several
young gentlemen of means desirous of sep-
arating Gustavus Adolphus Rahke from
the profits of his agricultural labor, having
caked his throat with dust and chilled him
to the bone. The plain English of It was
that Peg needed a drink.

X X

It was Satarday nizht.‘a few minutes past
eleven, a time when the Levee usually
puisates with life; the shank of the even-
ing: the hour of the night birds. The ordi-
narily keen eye of Pegasus falled to ob-
serve the extraordinary facts that saloon
eurtains were down, the street almost
ompty, and a deadly air of dullness over
all. His facultlies were concentrated on the
one lmportant thing-—to get a drink in the
shortest possible time.

Through the restaurant Pegasus passed,
with & nod to Little Henry, until he came
to the side door of the saloon. He turned
the knob with confidence, discovered to his
amazement that the door remained fast
shut, gave a cabalistic signal to no avall,
&nd retired in poor order to the front of the
restaurant. '

“What t'ell's the matter?” sald Pegasus.
“Anybody sick?”

“Closed up,”” replied matter-of-fact
Httle cashier, “There's nothin' doin'."

“1How's that?" Peg. inquired In complain-
ing volce,

“Where have vou been? The whole town's
locked wup. Police around with or-
ders for ¢very saloon to quit business at 11
It's no kid, Peg.”

the

were

Pegasus ll.mlil::::;m. collapsed into a
seat at a table. He ordered a cup of coffee
meditatively and spoke not while a man
might count ¥0. Eyvmpathizing with him
in his afMlicton, a reporter from a morning
paper ventared: *““Well, Peg. it woa't lnst,
It's Just ene of those moral shivers that
sweeps over the town once in a while”

The philosopher wasx buried in thought,
bis mind traveling buck over the years, re-
viewing history., Punch, his bulldog, rubbed

- agalast his fool, a friend in foul or fair.
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“You dem't happen te have gne of them
Furkish cigarcties, do youl” usked FPeg.

‘“Thanks. No, you fellers are all wrong
there. 1 expected this layout, but I didn't
figger it would come so soon, I savs to a
friend of mine before election, ‘You're a
derned fool if you vote for Johnny Holtz-
man.,” He wants to know why, and I tells
him a few things I remember about thi

The Enterprising Citizen from Kansas.

burg. 1 *Hist'ry repeats itself. If
this Keach bunch delivers the goods, why,
we business men are up against it. We
might just as well =ell our hacks and go
to sellin’ flowers on the corner or join the
Salvation Army. I remember Denny and
that crowd,” I says, ‘and it ain’t no trouble
to git a line on what'll happen if Johnny
Holtzman beats my friend jookwalter,
IUIl be up to them to make good with the
Knockers, and they'll turn in and put this
town on the bum.’ \\\'4-'1, he gave me the
laugh, and he =ayvs, 'Peg, you're nuts. You
don't think for & minute that these wise
guys running this thing fer Johnny Holtz-
man ‘re goin® to queer themselves with the
best people in town by closin' up things, do
Not they. All this reform talk
good vote-gettin® salve. When
they’ll give us a good town.”
E 4 X <

“So this smart guy, who has to make his
livin® drivin' a hack, goes and votes for
Jim Ieach’'s crowd and takes the bread out
his own mouth, sce? 1 puts a blue mark
on the old eagle and ‘stands up fer Indian-
apolis” but there's too many that got tirad
and laid down on the town. I know just
what's comin’. These fellers are goin' to
tie this town up tighter than Denny ever
did. You take Kissel and Rahke and Ows-
ley and that bunch. If they think they're
goin' to get to do any funny business in the
open they need to wake up, There's nothin'
to It. They may have had a hard time to
get a piece of casy money under my friend
Charlie Bookwalter, but what they’ll have
under IHoitzman'l! put 'em on the hog. 1
hear Gus savs he's goln” to move to town
and run a bank somewhere near the monu-
ment. Well, your Uncle Peg is right here
to tell you that if he does one of them fly
cops’ll come the wagon for Gussie and his
bunch, Gus is a friend of mine, but I'd
tell him that to his face,

“it’s the same way with gverything else.

says,

you? 12

they're in

of

| city within limits,

If Johnny don't lock up these joints after
'leven they'll tear him to pleces ’'fore his
term’s up. The Journal'll jump all ever
him and chew him up, and what the Jour-
nal don't do the News will, so I see a hard
time ahead for Mr. Holtzman if he don't
play fer the knockers' bunch.™
X X X

“Did you ever hear about the game
worked by a man from Kansas during the
dry spell out there. I'm thinkin' about try-
in' it. I got it figgered out there's money
in it fer Peg. Whell, this guy was a smooth
pup, all right, all right. When the blue rib-
bon bunch tied Kansas up in cute littie
knots this here guy, I fergit whether he
wag from Wichita or Topeka, he went to a
carpenter with his wooden leg., Mr., Car-
penter fixes up that wooden leg to serve the
public and the job he done was a peach,
Then this guy would stroll along the street
and whenever a feller that looked
dry he'd take him back in an alley and tip
bim the wink. Then he'd take a three-
finger glass out of his pocket, hitch up his
pant’s leg, turn a little faucet in the wood-
en leg, glve the drink to the thirsty zuy
and go south with a half-deilar. He made
g0 much maney that he went East to spend
it. I druv him onece in this town from the
Bates House to the depot and he tells me
the story.”

Peg jllustrated the yvarn by exhibiting his
own wooden leg, the tribute, some years
ago, of admiring friends,
X x X
fellers

drivin’

he see

“TI know
town who
beat the game under
their hacks all fixed up for trade in wet
goods. They had little places for whisky
and an ice box that held six or seven dozen
pints of Bud and some mixed drinks truck.
They turned their hacks into up-to-date
barrooms and made more coin than they
ever saw before er have seen since. I ain't
sayin® nothin’, am I? Bui I'm here to mur-
mur that if they push a man too hard
there's always 2 way to fool some of these
wise ones,

some
dre

right here in this
hacks to-day who
Denny. They had

X X 1
me,.”” Pegasus went
“1 don’t duck nothin' when it
gshowdown. I'm fer a clean
but there ain't no scnse
in runnin® things the way they're startin’
out this time. You take of these
places down town, the galoons, I

“You know
pressively.
to

on im-

comes a

somo

(].‘:lu‘ul

mean, where people git 25-cent whisky and |

drink beer that's moren a month old.
These joints gits the worst of it and they're
the that don't no one harm.
They're right here where every cop can git
a squint on 'em any time, and they're kept
closed tight. But out on Indiana avenue
or down on the South Side there is dozens
of places stuck back in some alley, ‘er
down stairs, or somewheres clse where the :.;
can't pipe "em off from the sireet, and thev
go right ahead selling gasollne and ecoval oil
that's full of murder fight., 1 ain’'t
mentionin® no names, of these
reformers ain't damn HVer sece
any.

ones do

and
but f some
fools 1

X x o

“Well, they'll git their'n two year from
now,"” Peyg continped. *“This ain't such a
slow town as some people 're always hol-
lerin’, Folks who want & drink want it

when thei want it, and they're the best :

class of citizens we got, too. You know
what they did to Denny? Well, they'll do
it to Johnny Holtzzman, too, when the
time comes. There's a whole lot of people
already, I'll bet, that're sick of this game
already, and if it keeps up, why Johnny
won't have as much chance as old Jack

here would.
x %X 2

“I'm goin’ to run fer Council next elec-
tion,”” sald Peg. *I started to make the
race this trip, but after 1 got goin' I found
I was in the wrong ward and had to git
out. I got it all fixed up, though, and there
won't be nothin® to it. It'll be Peg in a
walk., I know a whole lot of good people
who come around to me and say, ‘Peg,
we're fer you, why don't you run." They're
on the square, too, and it ain't any hot air.
I bet I counld beat somz of these lobsters

they put up.”
X X X

Somebody poked a head in the door. ‘Is
Peg there?” the voice inquired. *‘There’s
a load out here for him.” Peg got up wish

A Suggesiion by P. Hamiitonlus.

a dignity peculiarly his own. *“I guess
that'll be about all this evening,” he re-
marked. *““You might say fer me that I'm
goin’ to write a book. I've got a friend
over in Loadon now who thinks I can make
good and he's about the best ever. I'm fer
him for President. He says to me one day,
‘Peg, why don’t you write a book and get
some of the easy money that's fleating
‘round. [ didn't think much about it then,
but 1 got a line on a plot the other day
and it's a winner, I ain't settled on 2 name
fer it yet, but when 1 do I'll let you know."

THE FARMER IN WINTER.

His Tasks in Tho_ru- Days Naot as Heavy
ns They Used to Be,

E. 8 Martin, in Harper's Magazine.

The great steady winter jobs on an
American farm in the North nowadays
are, feeding the stock and Reeping warm.
And keeping warm nowadays means haul-
When I lived in the country it
vood. It meant, for our
large family, constant teaming day after
day from the woods to the wood-yard,
and o wood-pile that must have covered
a quarter of an scre. 1t meant, towards
springs, the coming of men with a horse-
power and buzz-saw to cut fire-wood, and
that was almost as interesting an operation
as thrashing.

There were other stirring dJdays when the

coal.
meant cutting

ing

lake had frozen hard and the ice-house
was filled, involving ice-cutting, and more
teaming, and more precarious hitching on
behind loads and going back in empties,
And early ir the winter there was the mo-
mentous and zory Killing of pigs. Oh, that
was indeed a stirging time! Theyv kill a pig
every second, no doubt, in Chicago now-
adays, but that is mere mechanical rou-
tine with no guality of sport in it.

There was nothiug so very slow about the
country winter in davs as late as the eivil
war. I suppose soap-making as a domestic
industry is as dead as household spinning.
In those times of wood-fires
ashes all self-respecting families made
soap. oOur family had an outstanding
kitchen expressly for that use, with a big
cisternlike hogshead behind it in which
ashes were jeached, and convenient tubs
for holding the soft soap. A very hana-

some substance is soft soap of the proper |

consistency and complexion, and a pleasing
exercige it used to be for the young to stir
it with a stick and watch its undulations,
All the superfinous fat of meat from our
kitchen was turned into soft soap in those
near-by old times.

THE JOY OF OWNING A GUN.

To n Boy It Is a Pleasare That Should
Not Be Denied Him.

Ward Sandford, in Sporting News,

It has to be a¥breech-loader now. T don't
know that a breech-loader imparts any
thrills of possession that a muzzle-loader did
not furnizh thirty xears ago, or that that
weapon with its powder flash, shot pouch
and percussion cavs rejoleed the human
hieart any more efficiently than the flint-
Jock did in its day. But guns are expected to
be up to the times, and nowadays the most
beautiful of muzzle-loaders goes un on the
wall, or up into the garret, or even to the
Junk shop, unless, indeed, its barrels are
worth adjusting to a new breech. But a
muzzle-loader might do for a boy to begin
on, and that would be a noble service for an
old gun to perform, for a boy gets out of
owning a gun all the joy there is in it, There
are mighty few pleasures, anyway, that a
man can have that a boy dees not have on a
gmaller geale, but more intensely,

Some boys are hungrier for guns than oth-
ers—that is partly a matter of what there is
handy to shoot—but I never Knew a bhov
whe did not want a gun, and did not delight
in it when he got it. It is not becnuse of any
innate murderousness ia the boyish disposi-
tion, but merely because the gun means
suggests the relaxation of apron
strings, and is an exceedingly important and
interesting—not 1o say ominous—picce of
mechanism. Modern civilization may be said
to rest upen guns. There i warrant enough
for the bey to be concerned about them;
though they will interest him. as they do
his sporting elders, not as a means of ac-
quiring civilization, but of eluding it. 1f he
has a gun, he ean go out in the fields and
the woods somewhere and try to gshoot some-
thing, and he will like that.

Let the boy have the gun, and if poessible
et him learn to handle {t. The squirrel whe
ig eating the seeds out of the pears in the

power,

garden is fair game for him to start with., |

If he learns to shoot at the right thing In
the right season, never mind if he also Jeavns
to hit what he shoots at. The boy who has
learned to handie a gun is the Kind of a bey

whe knows when a gun is Joaded, and does
not shoot his little brother by mistake, nor

t the lockjaw [rom wy
vurth of July,

and wood- |

| Table expenses

Living Expenses of Family of Five

How to Support a Family on Ten Dollars a Week....Statistics
Compiled by Carroll D. Wright €@ &&&& Increases Noted

UPPORTING a family of five on
$10 a week—this is a problem dis-

{ have, on the average, been larger than the
| increase in the expense of living.

cussed by sociologists, talked of |

women's clubs and conteme-

plated as an Impossibility, per-
haps, by people of large incomes. But many
families do live on $10 a week in Indianapo-
lis, the same as every other city, large or
small. Ten dollars a weck for all the ex-
penses of a family of five iz just $520 a year,
and are there not many families in the

by

: been uniform In all items of expense,
| example,

poorer districts of this eity who do not |

have $10 a week with which to buy their
food and clothing and pay all the miscel-
laneous expenses. In this article
ures compiled from information as to the
actual Mving expenses of families, that have
incomes of about $500 to $800 a year.

The large majority of the individuals who
fnsist that $10 or %11 a week is enough to
provide for the comforts and neccessities of
a family of five spend twice or three times
this much for their own famllies or on
themeselves, or many times 210, it must be
gaid, however many tables of figures they
can compile to support thelr argument. No;
the=e persons do not claim that they live so
cheaply. They slmply say it can be done,

LIVING EXPENSES.

One of the greatest corporations in Amer-

aresfig-

The increase in the cost of living has not
For
rents have Increased about 15
per cent. on an average rince 1900, During
the same period the cost of clothing has re-
mained almost at a standstill. The cost
of fuel has advanced about one-third, while
there is a perceptible, but small, increase
in the miscellaneous expenses of a family,
FOOD REQUIREMENTS.

The basls for the computation is takenm
fromm statisties complled by Carroll D,
Wright, commissioner of labor, who has
tabulated the food requirement of a family
of five. The other cxpenses are based on
original investiagtions. In the table which
follows the first column denotes the amount
food required, the second the cost in
1900, the third the cost two years later, and
the fourth, or last, the average cost during
the first nine months of the present year.

of

| The table follows

ica, one that employs thougands of people |

in Chicago, has recently compllied a com-

plete list of the necesszary living expenses |

of the families that depend upon it for their
support.
and 1902,
as the one named, cdme the figures for the
probable cost of living during all the year
198, the average cost for the first nine
months of the year being considered as the
average for the entire year. These figures

do not differ greatly from thase

These tables cover the years 190 |
From another source, as reliable |

compiled |

by persons who seek to prove that %10 is |

enough for all purposes,

The family-that spends 310 a2 week, sponds |

2 vearly. The family whose income
less than £20 a vear must live on less than
$10 a week.,. A few davs ago a number of

i$ | regular and necessary expenses of an avers

1900, 1802, 1963,
$17.65 §17.12 1758

1922 1o
6.57 .06
1319 Mu®
33.67
1134
13.54
19.16
16.595
2295
2.9
13.45
6.00
2.78
215
6.17
12.51

784 pounds flour
326.8 pounds granulated
SUgar ...... >
45.72 pounds pkg coffee.,
18.72 pounds potatoes ..
124.52 pounds buttér .... <2.42
312 pounds lard 8.50
1,28 dozen eggs 10.69
365 quarts milk 185
103 pounds roast beef .. 169
170 pounds round steak. ZLIS
M pounds bolling bheef.. 150
100 pounds fresh pork.. 1050
& pounds pork sausage 6.0
7 poupds sait ham.,.... 6™
14 pounds bacon 208
38 pounds sirloin =teak. 5.7
102 pounds poultry ..... 1L&

Totals .. 821195 20866 24
Increase of 192 gver 180, ....... 7.8 per cent,

Increase af 193 over 199, .......1L5 per cent.
Increase of 103 over 1802, ....... 3.4 per cent.

This table deals only with the cost of

food. which is figured to be 41.2 per cent. of
the living expenses. The various items of

i A0
i

21.78
7.

| age family bear approximately the follows

the memberg of one of the women's clubs |

| of this eity, gave their views on the cost of

living. They reckoned on the basis of a |
| farly of four, which would place the total
| cost a degree less than the exnenses of a |
| family of five, Following is the table these

economists offered:

2.3
XL
1.50
1w

Clothing .
Fllf‘l - R

| Personal expenses, including car fare,

pistels on  the | son
fo age= - - 'j:':?- Iy e . L

& cents for charity, and money to go

into the bank, for entire family.. 1.5

E10,00

The tables incinded in this article ghow

i mal
" at varions times would

that a family cannot live as cheaply in 190 |

as during the two preceding years, There
have been increases in the living expenses all
along the Hpe. On the other hand Investiga-

on shows that the increases in incomes of
the families to which

< ‘ v BETE
.._ i L o (D
LG R

e Sl

‘these figures apply ' age family has iacreased RWl

Ing ratios to the toial Hving expenses:

Food L2 per cont,
Hent 15.2 per cent,
}*‘”’-'l seRAEAISRRESREREERRRERERS 59 "'r ﬂ‘nL
Clothing - cens« 10.9 Der cont,
Miscellanoous expensecs ........71.8 per cont.

If the cost of food used by an average
famiiy is correctly given In the *food ta-
ble'" the total necessary exponses
for the vears nameéed, allowing for abnore
but actual in several Nems
he followe:
1w 1993,
I SO

LRI MR ]

40 5N .57

510 S0
LA 1158

5o, _3
Fer

BABBAARRR P IRER R R

------ R il

above,

inereases

RE
1.4

RS - ()W

; i

e 1)

w10

Rent

Fuel :
(CMlothing -
Miscellaneous

Totals

-»
-

——— il 4
“"*}J
Total increase of 12 over 10 vesedd 4
Total incrcase of 192 over 198 . .. .. ius
Totul ll'u.'l‘l'hlt‘ of m over M-oonn.o-qul

The weekly expense of keeping an avers §
sloce L0




