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THE SPORTING SECTION TROTTERS' SPEED AND ITS
LIMITS HAS CAUSED WONDER

ing the course of an afternoon's racing. It
will be remembered that last summer the
"syndicate" books posted odds on a basis
of from 150 to 300 per cent, for the books
and the "wise ones" raised a terrible howl.
It not only hurt the betting, but it Injured
the attendance, because a running race
meet without pool selling would be like a
stag banquet without something to drink. THE

Hickey, did not give up the battle to have
his man re-elec- ted until he saw how useless
it was to battle against odds. Grillo was
the choice of the antl-Hlcke- y faction and
Innnn was forced to accept him through
a compromise whereby Lennon was made
chairman of the board of directors. With
the change in the executive office it is to be
hoped that there will be a change for the
better in the affairs of the Association.

Mr. Grillo has many friends in baseball
and among the newspaper men. Following
his election the visiting scribes were in-

vited into the room, and he was congratu-
lated by every newspaper man present.
President Grillo has already accomplished
much good in bringing together the war-

ring factions In the Association. The club
owners who were apart on matters of inter-

est for the organization have decided to
bury the hatchet and work for the good of
the Association. Mr. Grillo will not sever
his connection with the paper he has so long
been cornected with, but he will give much
of his time and attention to the affairs of
the Association. The most important af-

fairs of the organization will be conducted
by the board o directors, and this will serve

of trotting t faster mile than Maud S. did
under the exact conditions which surround-
ed her performance. In 1S90 the first so-call- ed

kite-shape- d track was constructed,
and the next year Sunol covered a track
of this character in 2:08, and while by so
doing she apparently dethroned Maud S. as
the trotting queen, yet it was considered
by horsemen .is well as the record officials
that as such a track, by reason of Its
long, straight stretches, was several sec-
onds faster than an oval track, such as the
one covered by Maud S., the performance
was not so meritorious as that of the lat-
ter. Up to this time the performance of
Maud S- - has never been equaled under like
conditions.

The most important step in the improve-
ment of racing facilities was the construc-
tion of the bicycle suiky. This vehicle first
made its appearance in the Grand Circuit,
at Cleveland. In the summer of 1891. when
E. F Geers used one in a race with Honest
George. So patent was it that this new in-

vention enabled a horse to trot a mile in
from two to five seconds faster than when
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REN I). C ROSl Sporting Editor

Racing on the snow Is now in order in
.thla city.

The American Association is in a pros-
perous condition and the coming season
should prove profitable for every club.

The boxing game is to open in Louis-
ville before loo?. The promoters will con-

duct the contests under the law and ex-

pect to be as prosperous as they were a
year or two ago.

Referee Billy Lush has set a good ex-

ample in the n Polo L arue by call-
ing fouls when they are committal. The
otfcjsr referees are following his plan, and
the game should become more popular.

The Toledo baseball management claims
to have signed Herman Long as manager
for next season. If he manages Toledo,
maybe the Mud Hens will be able to make
a more interesting fight than in the past.

While trading ball players is in vogue, it
is to be hoped that President Ruschaupt
will not weaken the Hoosier team. He
tavs he will strengthen it wherever possible,
and the fans think a great deal of his word.

A fight between Young Corbett and Jimmy
Britt would be interesting, providing the
ni' n fought in the light-weig- ht class and
would not put up any foolish claims of
contesting as feather-weight- s. Fighting

are very elastic these days.

"Alleuport Bill" Phillips has assumed
Control of the Indianapolis players. He has
mailed contracts to men who have not
signed, and expects to have his team com-
plete before many days. There is no fear
of Phillips failing to be popular here as a
manager.

Ban Johnson has something up his sleeve
and the public may know sooner or later
Jpst what he is after. Of course, Johnson
Is an amiable sort of a fellow, but those
who know him find it hard to realize why
h" purchased so much wine for the asso-
ciation magnates in Chicago last Monday.
Some say he wanted to spend some of his
$10.000 per year, while others claim he is
anxious to learn a few of the secrets of
thj American Association.

The Cincinnati Commercial Tribune seems
to be an Incubator for baseball presidents.
Ban Johnson, now president of the Ameri-
can League, was sporting editor of the
Commercial Gasette, now the Commercial
Tribune, when he was elected president of
the old Western League. J. Ed Grillo, the
newly elected president of the American
Association, is sporting editor of the Com-
mercial Tribune and was assistant to
Johnson years ago in newspaper work.

"I see that Watkins has purchased the
Minneapolis club." said Ban Johnson in
Chicago. "Who owns the Indianapolis club
now?" When informed that Charles
Ruschaupt was the owner of the Indian-
apolis club Johnson feigned ignorance and
asked who Ruschaupt might be. Never be-

fore has Ban Jobmon shown such a lack
of memory. But he did not care to ac-

knowledge that he remembered the man
whom he "double crossed" when Ruschaupt
purchased a half Interest in the Indian-
apolis club on Johnson's word that this
city would not be dropped by the Ameri-
can League.

Frank Fnrrell, the New York magnate,
who is a member of the rules committee
of the American League, says in regard to
the foul-stri- ke rule: "There seems to be an
impression abroad that the league has elim-
inated the foul-strik- e law, but this is not al-

together true. It is true, however, that the
clubs were unanimously opposed to the rule,
but the rules committee, of which I am a
member, was not Instructed as to how it
should vote on the law at the meeting with
the National League rules committee. In
other word, whatever action we take at the
conference the American League will stand
by, even should we decide to vote for a con-

tinuance of the measure."

A Chicago writer claims that the Amer-
ican League has a plan for clearing itself
from the foul strike rule. After the Joiut
committee has met and, by the tie vote
that will be cast, has left the regulation in
the code, it will be claimed that the foul
strike rule was put on the books illegally,
and that Its place there was in violation
of the national agreement. The American
League will assert that its action in play-
ing under the old idle cannot violate the
national agreement, because the foul strike
rule is in the code through earlier violation
of that instrument. Then there will be a
mix-u- p. a lot of baseball politics, and a
finish that cauaot be predicted. Ban John-
son and his crowd are anxious to have their
way, whether they care for the foul strike
rule or not.

A prominent ring authority in discussing
the reason why pugilists in picking winners
of bouts between two other members of
their craft so often go astray says: "The
reason why they pick losers is due to the
fact that they almost invariably let their
personal likes or dislikes influence their
Judgment. They are prejudiced. In a ma-
jority of cases, before they begin to weigh
the merits of the two contestants of a battle,
and as a result unconsciously allow this to
interfere with a proper consideration of the
varied abilities of the men whose chances
they are supposed to be weighing. There are,
of course, exceptions to this rule, and the

of fighters might be quoted who
permit thHr fe.linKs for friends or

foes to influence their Judgment of the
strong and weak points in pugilists who are
about to meet in buttle, but they are few
and far between."

The American Association has a new pres-
ident. At the annual meeting in Chicago the
first of last week Thomas Jefferson Hickey
tendered his resignation and J. Ed Grillo.
sporting editor of the Cincinnati Commercial-Tr-

ibune, was elected io succeed him.
The meeting was not as free from strife as
the magnate announced in Chicago, as
Lennoit, of dt. Paul, who stood sponsor for

In this age of phenomenal achievements
the public has become so accustomed to
seeing new records made in the fields of
progressive activity, that nothing short of
the sensational will cause it to give more
than a passing notice. Yet the marvelous
flights of speed shown by several of the
promient light harness performers the past
season have been so unexpected that the
public mind is still wondering where the
speed limit will be ultimately pliced, writes
P. M. Babcock in the Illustrated Sporting
News.

When the gray mare. Lady Suffolk, dem-

onstrated her ability to trot a mile in 2:30,

the wise men of that generation shook their
heads and said that it was not probable
her equal would ever be seen on an Ameri-
can race track.

In 159 harness racing was confined princi-

pally to the Union course on Long island,
the Fashion course at Trenton and the
Mystic track at Boston. Flora Temple had
been educated and raced almost entirely
over the Union course, under the able
tutelage of Hiram Woodruff, then regarded
and still considered as one of the best and
most intelligent trainers and drivers the
harness world has yet known. But a mile
in about 2:22 was the best he was able to
drive the then champion over the compara-
tively fast Union course. Late in the season
of 1859 she was taken on a "barn-stormin- g"

tour through several of the Western States,
and when Kalamazoo, Mich., was reached
she astonished the race-goin- g publio by
establishing the world trotting record of
2:194. At that time "the Kalamazoo track
was but little known to the outside world,
and this performance was regarded by
horsemen, generally, in about the same
light as the recent alleged performance of
Cresceus at Wichita.

So incredulous was the public that, before
it would accept this performance as an ac-

complished fact several engineers from dif-

ferent parts of the country were sent to
Kalamazoo to measure the track, and when
they all pronounced it a full mile, those best
qualified to judge declared that the speed
limit In harness racing had certainly been
reached.

Hiram Woodruff did not accompany the
great mare on this Western trip, and when
the daily press announced the performance
he Joined with those who doubted the ac-
curacy of the statement, and declared as his
belief that it was not possible for a horse
to trot a mile in harness in 2:20. His argu-
ment was that there was no track iu the
country equal to the Union Course, and that
if Flora Temple could not accomplish the
feat there she certainly could not make
such a record in "the bush," as Kalamazoo
was then designated. But, notwithstanding
this plausible argument and the doubts that
were cast upon the performance, the record
was fairly established. ;tn 1 there It re-
mained for several years.

Dexter was also trained by Hiram Wood-
ruff, and raced by him to some extent. In
1S66 he was placed in the hands of Budd
Doble, then a young man unknown to
fame. Racing in those days was conducted
pomewhat different from what it Is to-da- y.

In many of the most brilliant contests the
horses went under saddle or by the side
of a running mate, and some of the best
performances of Dexter were against Ethan
Allen and running mate, but the crowning
glory of his career was when he covered
the old Buffalo track, in harness, in J: 174-Thi- s

was in 1S67. At that time the art of
scientific shoeing had not been discovered;
it being supposed that the only office of
the shoe was to protect the horses' foot,
and that its weight cut no figure in the
speed of a horse. Hence, when for any
reason a horse needed one or more shoes
a stable boy would take him to a black-
smith, who would nail on anything he hap-
pened to have In stock, regardless of
whether or not it was the same as the
other shoe or whether It suited the require-
ments of the horse. It now seems strange
that the intelligent horsemen of those times
did not discover the proper functions of the
shoe until late in the seventies. Again,
Budd Dole, being a very light man, was
obliged to carry weight to bring him up
to the 150 pounds requirement, and when it
was found that the sulky especially con-
structed for Dexter weighed but seventy-tw- o

pounds. It was thought that the Inven-
tive genius of the sulky maker had been
exhausted in planning and constructing a
sulky that should be both light and safe.
This sulky Dexter drew when he estab-
lished the world's trotting record at a
point which it was believed would never be
excelled. What the weight of the shoes
were that Dexter wore, Dobte says he does
not know, but thinks they would each
weigh a pound or more.

Goldsmith Maid was placed in Budd
Dobble's hands in 1867. She was then eight
years old, a nervous, high-strun- g and very
erratic race mare. She had been trained
and raced to some extent, but it wus not
until the patient and care-takin- g Doble had
schooled her severul seasons that her great
flights of speed and magnificant racing
qualities were developed. During the many
years that this irreproachable mare reigned
as the undisputed queen of the trotting
world she was also handicapped by the want
of knowledge respecting the legitimate
office of a racing shoe, and was subjected
to a weight at least double what it 6hould
have been. 8he did, however, have an ad-
vantage over her predecessors in the matter
of sulky improvements, because the first
authentic record was made to a sulky
weighing 100 pounds, and in Dexter's time
it had been reduced to seventy-tw- o pounds.
When Goldsmith Maid was at the zenith of
her power the science of sulky building
had so far progressed that when she re-
duced the record to 2:14 her driver sat in a
sulky weighing only sixty-fou- r pounds, and
having an arched Instead of a straight axle.

From this period in the history of light
harness racing the improvements have been
so great and the change in the records so
frequent as to almost bewilder the student
of racing statistics.

Rarus was the first to dethrone Goldsmith
Maid; then came St. Julian. Jay Eye See,
and. finally, Maud S., who trotted" the Cleve-
land track in 2:084. Up to this time all rec-
ords had been made to high-wheele- d sulkies
over oval tracks and without the aid of arti-
ficial appliances.

The trainers and drivers of the light har-
ness horse have ever been regarded as most
Intelligent and progressive, and when in
1885 Maud S. established the trotting record
at 2:084 horsemen and the race-goin- g public
generally concluded that the acme in racing
facilities, as well as in breeding record-breaker- s,

had been reached, and thnt when
Maud S. passed from the arena her equal
would not again appear, and that no one
of the present or succeeding generations
would ever see a faster track than the one
at Glenvile or better racing equipments
than were provided for the daughter of
Harold when she accomplished this sup-
posedly impossible feat. This prediction
was made at a time when modern facilities,
which have been such potent factors in aid-
ing the horse in his flight against time,
were in their infancy. And while they have
accomplished much that was then un-
dreamed of. It is exceedingly doubtful
whether any horse has yet appeured capable

TROUBLES OF THE MAN
BOWLERS SETTLE WITH

Detroit Journal.
Running a bowling alley is not all beer

and skittles. So say the men who boss the
pin boys and ring up the cash register.
And their view of the matter nlay be worth
telling to those who do the bowling and
who sometimes wonder why the grasping
alleymen charge them 10 cents a head per
game for the fun of knocking down the
wabbly wooden sticks.

it looks like a cinch to stand here and
take in the money," said one proprietor.
'At least it looks so to the man who comes

in with a friend and fills out a sheet in a
couple of hours. But let me tell you a
few of the things that take the heart out
of that watermelon.

"In the first i1h e I raid $750 a pair for
my alleys. That is a fairly good invest-
ment when a man puts in eight. But the
first cost Is not all. for they must be
planed down each season. They must be
cleaned twice a day to keep them in con-
dition and oiling Is necessary for preserva-
tion. Those alleys are of fine maple, laid
in narrow strips edgewise on concrete and
they are worth care. When a man slides
over the foul line he is likely to drop a
tiny bit of stone or grit from his shoe that
some ball will pick up and carry along,
scoring the alleys all the way.

"Balls come ai $3.50 apiece, and they are

If the association can prevent the book
makers combining to give the betting public
the "short end" of the odds It would take
another step in the right direction. The In
dianapolis Racing Association is In a posi-

tion to make the racing sport in Indian-
apolis very popular and it should not miss
an opportunity to please the public. The as-

sociation officers are now at work on both
the running and harness meets for next
summer and will endeavor to obtain the
best class of entries for both weeks.

HISTORIC GYMNASllfii
SOLD FOR OLD JUNK

New York Herald.
J. Wood's gymnasium yesterday lost It-Se- lf.

It had for forty-eig- ht years been in the
four-stor- y brick building at No. 6 East
Twenty-eight- h street, where it occupied all
but the ground floor, which was used as a
stable.

Progress has demanded that the place
where three generations went in search of
"Health. Amusement and Exercise," as the
old sign at the side of the door reads,
should give way to a great hotel, where
there will be steam heated rooms and a
malachite and gilt foyer.

The apparatus, which sold yesterday for
only $230, cost John Wood about $7.000 In
all. It might have been sold for a higher
sum if some of his old pupils had attended
the sale, for it is to be feared that many
of the appliances which he used in train-
ing the muscles of well-know- n New York-
ers will find their way to the Junkmen and
the oakum pickers.

"I'd hate to see those things," said J.
Wood, "used for anything else than for a
gymnasium. That's all that they are fit
for, and, of course, they are useless for
anything else."

That was the reason that he inquired of
more than one purchaser who seemed to
look upon pulley weights and such articles
from the purely commercial side. "Now
what are you going to do with that?"

FOUNDED IN 1866.

J. Wood has for seventy-tw- o years lived
in this world, and for more than half a
century he has been teaching others how
to get strong and how to stay so. Coming
from Scotland, ho recognized the need of a
public gymnasium In New York city, and
in 1856 moved in the East Twenty-eighth-stre- et

place.
In view of the exciting days which the

old gymnasium had passed through it was
no wonder then that all the pulleys fell
to creaking and the chest weights to rat-
tling and the rowing machines to wheezing
yesterday the very minute the fur-over-coat- ed

auctioneer stepped out of the place.
"Theodore Roosevelt sat on me and swung

his feet," droned an old table. "He was
a mite of a fellow then, and John Wood
helped to make a man of him. Right here
is where he began to cultivate the simple
and the energetic life, and John Wood
taught him how to start."

"They sold 365 like me for $4 " wheezed
a locker door. No. 354, "and I once held the
gymnasium suit of John L. Sullivan."

"FATHER OF ATHLETIC CLUBS."
"Did you ever hear of the New York

Athletic Club?" asked a walnut table.
"The men who founded that organization
sat on all sides of me, took me into their
confidence and pounded me on the back
when they signed the constitution. That
was after the war. Ever hear of the Man-
hattan Athletic Club? There is where the
strong young men started the Cherry
Diamond Those were grand days. There
is a club called the Racquet, Is there
not? They were likely young chaps who
founded it. too. They used to come here
to play handball, and then the old gym
got too small for them and they moved
uptown. The clubs which were started
in this room have regiments of members,
and they've all forgotten me."

Thus talked together the dismemberedparts of J. Wood's gymnasium, telling
tales of "Lern" Myers, "Mike" Donovan,
"Dan" Hickey, "Ned" Saportas, "Jem"
Mace. "Max" Unger, "Harney" Bilgln
before he was a Republican leader and
exchanging reminiscences of the early
youth of John Drew, Otis Skinner, Dr.
Austin Flint, Dr. Hammond, Colonel John
Jacob Astor and dozens of others, since
grown to fame, who began their athletic
life n the old place in Twenty-eight- h
street.

Joseph W. Knight, one of the purchasers,
found the portrait of his father In athletic
costume in an old locker. Mr. Wood pre-
sented it to him with a speech, saying that
he would some day go to see the original
Johnson Knight, who is nearly eighty
years of age and hale and hearty owing
to systematic exercise. Mr. David Roachpurchased the old table as a relic at therequest of a friend, who has not yet de-
cided whether he will give It to the Nassau
Boat Club or to the New York Athletic
Club. In the office of the gymnasium were
found casts and photographs covered with
dust, yet for all that reflecting the glories
of a race which made New York.

WHITE'S GOOD ONE
ON SPIKE SULLIVAN

Chicago Journal.
"Many boxers," says Tommy White,

"have a great desire to ehlne as scholars
and polished gentlemen, figuring that this
will give them mdre renown and more rs
spectful consideration everywhere than is
accorded the ordinary scrapper. One of the
most amusing examples of this variety is
Spike Sullivan, the Irish lightweight, who
has little education, but a great deal of
shrewdness and hard business sense. When
I was in England some years ago, Spike
was there as well, and he was doing his
best to convince the natives of his erudi-
tion.

"One morning I hopped on a bus, well
filled with people, and right across the aisle
from me sat Spike. In his hands he clutched
a copy of a ponderous English magazine,
full of scientific information and illustrated
pictures of buildings and machinery.

" 'Good mornin'. Misther White,' said
Spike, very solemnly.

" Good morning, Mr. Sullivan,' I re-
sponded. 'Rending. I see?'

" 'YIs.' said Spike. 'I take a great in-tere- sht

in those holgh-clas- s payriodlcals,
d'ye see. A mon who cares for hoigher lddl-catlo- n

should always be radlng of thlm an'
mastherln' the contints thoroughly.'

"Spike's devotion to science and higher
education might have made a great Impres-
sion on me and the Englishmen in the bus,
but for one drawback Spike had the mag-
azine upside down all the time he was mak-
ing a bluff at reading."

RANKING OF ELEVENS
FOR THE PAST SEASON

Caspar Whitney, in January Outing.
No college is eligible for consideration

here whose disregard for wholesome sport
is patent. This ranking is not based only on
comparative scores, but on style of play,
conditions under which games were con-
tested, relative Importance of games on the
schedule, as well as the season's all-rou- nd

record of the elevens under discussion. My
particular interest in the study is the object
lesson it furnishes on comparative football
development throughout the country.

L Princeton. 17. Haskell.
2. Dartmouth. 18. Cornell.
3. Yale. 19. Amherst.
4. Minnesota. !0. Brown.
5. Michigan. 21. Wesleyan.
6. Harvard. "1. Kansas.
7. Carlisle. 23. Exeter.
8. West Point. 24. Andover.
S. Columbia. 25. North-western- .

10. Pennsvlvatiia. 26. Iowa.
It Lehigh. 2T. Notre Dame,

Dickinson. 2s. Vunderbllt.
13. Penn State. Missouri.
14. Lafayette. ). Texas.
15. Wisconsin. 31. Colorado.
16. Annapolis.

There is no possible line of comparison on
the Paclflfic coast college teams, but from
what I have seen of their play, and on the
scores of this season. California and Stan-
ford would fall In somewhere near the first-rate- rs

of the South, and Washington with
Missouri.

hitched to an old-fashion- high-wheel- ed

sulky that its use became universal as soon
as the vehicles could be manufactured.
Since 1892 no races of Importance have been
contested in which the bicyble sulky was
not used. This improvement was justly
considered as strictly legitimate by racing
officials, though when it was first intro-
duced a few of the prominent tracks
threatened to bar It. With the use of this
vehicle the reduction In the trotting record
proceeded with greater rapidity than ever
before. Nancy Hanks placed It at 2:u4,
where It remained but a short time, as Alix
soon reduced it a quarter of a second. In
1900 The Abbott carried it still further
down, and obtained a record of 2:03Vi. Tli
stood as the world's record until 1901, when
Cresceus trotted a mile over the Cleveland
track In 2:03V The next week at Columbus
he made another trial and the official tim-
ers gave him a record of 2:02. which con-
stituted a technical record, although many
of the most expert horsemen and timers in
the country caught the time of his trial at
2:024. and declared that the officials de-
liberately gave him half a second to which
he was not entitled, Whatever the exact
facts may be, it was most unfortunate to
have suspicion cast upon the performance,
as in no other instance in the history of
record reductions, up to that period, was
any doubt left in the public mind that the
timers did not conscientiously discharge
their duties.

The foregoing performances against time
were made without the aid of artificial ap-
pliances, the trotter only being prompted
to his best efforts by a running horse,
hitched to a sulky and driven by his side.

When the bicycle came in use as a rac-
ing device the riders soon discovered that
If the atmospheric pressure could be over-
come, they could ride a mile several sec-
onds faster, and they were not long in de-

vising a wind shield to be provided for
their pacemakers to accomplish this re-

sult. Although bicycle records have been
obtained by this method for a number of
years, no attempt was made to apply the
discovery in aid of reducing the trotting
record until the summer of 1903. The first
attempt was made by stretching a piece
of canvas between the wheels, and at-
tached to the axle of the pacemaker's sul-
ky. Then the pacemaker, Instead of being
driven by the side of the trotter, was
driven in front. Aided in this manner, Lou
Dillon trotted a half-mil- e over the Brigh-
ton Beach track in fifty-nin- e seconds. Aft-
erward, with the same aid, she trotted the
Readvllle track in two minutes, and sub-
sequently the Memphis track in 1 :3Sv4.
where the record now stands. Major Del-m- ar

was also aided by a device of this
character when he acquired a record of
1 9.That the natura! atmosphelc pressure,
even when there is no wind, is a handicap
to some extent, there can be no doubt.

At the Empire City meeting a novelty In
the way of wind shield was Introduced when
Prince Alert started to lower his pacing rec-
ord of 2:00. This novelty had the canvas
stretched between the sulky wheels, and In
addition a frame was adjusted to the sulky
In front of the driver, nearly as high as his
head. Over this frame a canvas was
stretched, so that when this sulky was fuli
rigged and in front of the trotter the latter
was practically protected from all atmos-
pheric pressure. Perhaps this trial was as
good a test of the efficacy of the wind shield
as any yet made. Prince Alert has been
trained and raced for many years, and no
one can fairly say that he was not in as
good condition for a fast mile in the fall of
1902 a he was in September, 1903, or that the
Memphis track was not as fast as the
Empire City, or any other track for that
matter. After a careful preparation, and
paced by a runner at his side, he covered
the Memphis track in the fall of 1902 in
2:00, and was never before or since able to
equal this record until he was giver, theadvantage of the wind shield at the Empire
City meeting last September, when he paced
a mile in 1:57. That the wind shield was
responsible for this difference of three sec-
onds is too clear for argument, and It
seems quite safe to say that, without the
aid of this contrivance the record of Prince
Alert would still stand at 2:00.

The improvement in light harness racing
facilities and equipments since Dexter
placed the trotting record at 2:07i in 1867
are briefly as follows:

First Instead of a high-wheel- ed straight
axle sulky, weighiug seventy-tw- o pounds, a
rubber tired bicycle sulky, weighting twenty-f-

our pounds, is now used.
8econd Instead of a horse wearing shoes

weighing from sixteen to twenty-fou- r
ounces in front and from ten to sixteenounces behind, he now wears from four to
six ounces in front and from two to four
ounces behind.

Third Toe weights have been invented
for the proper balancing of the horse'sgait.

Fourth Boots have been invented forprotecting the horse when fully extended.
Fifth The racing harness used to-da- y Is

not more than half as heavy as the one
men in use.

Sixth Tracks have been improved bysurfacing, scraping and sprinkling.
Seventh The wind shield has been dis-

covered, by which atmospheric pressure
has been practically overcome.

The advantage of these Improvements
and the beneficial aid the3' have rendered
in reducing the records may be summarizedas follows:

Seconds.
Difference In weight and construction

of sulky 5
Difference in shoeing , 5
Aid of wind shield 3Improvements In track. harness,

boots, etc 2

Total
While the accuracy of the above sum-mary is Incapable of being mathematically

demonstrated, yet it is believed that the
estimate is conservative and substantiallycorrect. Tf this showing be well foundedthe conclusion is irresistible that the re-
duction in the trotting record from 2:17!4to 18U is attributable almost wholly toartificial appliances and improved facilitiesrather than to the Increased natural speed
of the trotters. With this record beforeus the question naturally suggested Is: Hasthe speed limit of the trotter been reached0With all the light that is capable of beingshed upon the question at present it doesseem that the end of improvements hasbeen reached. But the same considerationswere invoked In behalf of (very champion
from Flora Temple to Lou Dillon, and asin every instance the resources and inven-tive genius of the American trainer anddriver were underestimated so It is prob-
able that the future vs ill develop other de-
vices and improvements that will furtheraid the trotting horse in accomplishing thatwhich to-d- ay seems impossible.

a lottery. Some balls will wear out in twoweeks, and I have a few that are severalyears old. Three colors of wood are used,a dark, a red and a light wood, and eachhas its merits. All balls are made of lignumvitae, and most of the wood comes from
Africa. Hard as th-- are, balls will wear
out of true, and when they become very
much so they are due to be thrown outOther troubles they are subject to are season-c-

hecking, chipping at the holes andsinttf,
"Pins come at $3.50 for 10, and I usuallyfigure on replacing them every two weeks.Nothing hurts an alley's patronage as muchas battered pins and wabbly balls, and I

would rather have the expense and plentv ofpatronage than cut exp. uses arid lose pat-
rons. For instance, I have a heavy, dark
ball of curly wood that Is popular with a
number that come in here, for you knowmen who bowl regularly at an alley knowthe balls like old acquaintances. If I w re
to sell that ball I might lose their patron-
age, and so 1 have often refused 5 for ItHalls have to be oiled and cleaned once a
day at least.

"Help is a matter that vari. s with thedifferent alleys. Boys are cheaper than
men. of course, and the waget ruu all theway from half a dollar a day up to threetimes that. In summer time, "when the old
bowlers are laying off. the help don't earn
their keep, even though 1 hire only half asmany pin boys.

"That sounds like telling a host of trou-
bles, but it's we allej owners' side of bowl-
ing. I have no kick on the game, though
for I am getting the trade by speuding a
little money, and while the alleys are kept
busy there will always be enough left for
three meals each day at my house."

to lessen his duties, but he will be the chief
executive, nevertheless.

The Association wisely appointed a com-

mittee to draft the schedule for next year,
and there should be no occasion for the
dissatisfaction that existed last season be-

cause of the costly schedule prepared by
T. J. Hickey. Proposed amendments to the
constitution were also placed in the hands
of a capable committee. No change was
made In the circuit, as none was contem-
plated by the magnates for the coming
year. The question of salary limit and a
settlement with the Western League will
come before the magnates at the meeting
to be held in Chicago. Jan. ffi.

Mr. Grillo was elected to the office as
president for one year and under the condi-

tions that should prevail his administration
should be a successful one. Here's to his
success and the success of the Association.

CHANGES IN RING RULES.
The terrible beating that Young Corbett

gave Eddie Hanlon in Ban Francisco, last
Tuesday night, in a twenty-roun- d contest
for the featherweight championship of the
world has suggested another change in the
fighting rules, in addition to the great clam-

or to have the weight limits revised. Since
that contest a few fight critics have stated
that a referee has no power to stop a cham-
pionship battle before the expiration of the
stipulated number of rounds, claiming that
the count of ten is the only thing that can
decide the winner before the end. That
seems to be brutal. The knock-o- ut punch
should not be the only thing to decide the
superiority of one fighter over another,
even if the championship is involved. Ref-

erees have been merciful and stopped con-

tests before the knock-ou- t punch was de-

livered and there has not been criticism,
and those who have criticised Graney for
stopping the Young Corbett-Hanlo- n bout
because Hanlon was not knocked out have
displayed the instincts of a brute. The up-to-d- ate

idea of a tight Is to determine the
superiority of one contestant over another,
and If he can do it by outpointing his op
ponent it should not be necessary for him
to punch all the vitality out of him. It has
been argutd that many fighters have won
battles after they have been groggy in

earlier rounds, and this is conceded. One
punch might make a fighter dizzy for a
moment, and his recuperative powers would
soon place him as strong as ever, but for a
man to be hammered and punched as was
Eddie Hanlon there was not much chance
for him to win the battle. From the ac
counts of the tight Young Corbett had the
best of the contest and Graney should have
stopped it when he first asked Hanlon's sec-

onds to take their man from the ring. The
victory was then decisive and the aport-lov-In- g

public would have shown as much ad
miration for Hanlon as they do now. He is
one of the gamest men in the ring and his
ability to withstand punishment is phe-

nomenal. Honest referees should be given
the power to stop a contest at any time it
becomes brutal, or when one man has clear
ly beaten the other, without delivering a
knock-ou- t. Humane referees do this, but it
should be a rule that they should be com
pelled to do it. It would serve to increase
the popularity of the boxing game among
those who do not care to witness brutal
contests, and to develop scientific men in-

stead of sluggers.
The rules should also be changed to gov-

ern championship battles when the weight
agreed upon by the contestants is not at the
limit of the class which they claim to rep-

resent. The public should become weary of
lightweights fighting for the featherweight
championship.

BOXING EXHIBITIONS.
The Indianapolis Athletic Club has an-

nounced its first boxing carnival of the sea-
son, to take place to-morr- ow evening at
the Auditorium polo rink on Virginia ave-

nue. The club has promoted several inter-
esting boxing matches in this city, but the
one arranged for the opening series at the
new amusement building is the best card
that could be obtained. Abe Attell and
Harry Forbes, 122-pou- nd men, who are
acknowledged to be the most scientific box-

ers in the business at their weight, will
contest in the main bout. It will not be a
championship battle, a prize fight or slug-

ging match. The club has never promoted a
prize fight and its contracts with the box-

ers stipulate that the referee shall stop the
contest should It become in the least brutal,
or should one man have a decided advan-
tage. The club caters to a class of men who
desire to witness high-clas- s and scientific
boxing, and those who delight to see blood
and brutal contests will not be gratified.
Boxing Is a manly sport, and in obtaining
such clever men for an exhibition the club
will be able to furnish to lovers of the
sparring game a contest that should be
evenly contested and one that will please
men who like the sport.

The Indianapolis Athletic Club has always
stood for clean boxing, has conducted its
shows !n strict compliance with the law and
expects to continue to do so. There is no
harm iu such contests as have been given in

this city. Large gloves are used and the m n
are in the best of condition when they enter
the ring for a fast and clever exhibition.
Before the gong sounds for the first round
they are instructed that there shall be no
brutality and they are expected to engage
in a scientific exhibition and work for a de-

cision on points, instead of endeavoring to
send an opponent to the floor for the count,
as is the rule in other cities. The club has
Increased its price of admission for to-morr-

night's entertainment for two reasons
it Is an expensive show and the club does
not care to cater to men and boys who want
to see contests for 25 or 50 cents, and raise
a disturbance because there are not several
knock-down- s and knock-out- s. The Audi-
torium will be well policed and boisterous
conduct or the slightest sign of rowdyism
will result in the offender being ejected from
the building The club desires to conduct its
exhibitions on a high-cla- ss ordr and those
who might desire to attend and raise a dis-

turbance might as well stay away, because
they will not be tolerateu.

RACING SPORT.
The Indianapolis Racing Association has

aunounci'd that it will conduct op.n tks
at the running meet to be given at the state
fair grounds next July. This is surely In-

teresting to those who have the betting in-

stincts and like to place a few wagers dur- -
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