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young man,” Mr Sapsea begins, and then
stops: “You will excuse me calling you young
man, Mr. Jasper? You are much my junior.”

"By all means.”’
| "I 1 bave not gone to foreign countries,
young man, forelgn countries have come to Jue.
They have come to me in the way of business,
end I have improved upon my opportulities.
Put ft that T take an Inventory, or make a
catalogue. | see a French clock. [ never saw
him befcre In my life, but I instantly lay my
finger on him and say “Paris!' 1 see some cups
and saucers of Chinese make, squally strangers
to me personally. 1 put my finger on them then
and there, and I say ‘Pekin, Nankin and Can-
ton." It is the same with Japan, with Egypt,
and with bamboo and sandal wood from the E
Indles; I put my finger on them all. I have
put my ﬂr.gvr on thée North Pole before now,
and sald, 'Spear of Esquimaux make, for half
a pint of pale sherry!' ”

“Really? A very remarkable way. Mr. Bap-
sea, of wascquiring & knowledge of men and
things."’

“l mention it, sir,” Mr. Sapsea rejoins, with
unspsakable complaceney, “‘because, as [ say,
it don’t do to boast of what you are; but show
NOW you came to be it, ans then you prove &.""

““Most interesting. We were to speak of the
late Mra. Sapsea.*’

“We were, sir.”” Mr. Sapsea fills both glasses
and takes the decanter Into safe keeping again.
“‘Before 1 consult your opinion as a man of
taste on this little trifle’'—holding it up—
“which is but a trifle, and still has required
some thought, sir, some little fever of the brow,
I ought, perhaps, to describe the character of
the late Mrs. Sapsea, now dead three quarters
of & year.”

Mr. Jasper, in the act of vawning behind his
wineglass, puts down that screen and calls up
& look of interest. It is a little impaired in its
cxpressiveness by his having a shut-up gape
still to dispose of, with watering eyes.

“Half a dozen years ago, or so,”' Mr. Sapsea
proceeds, “‘when I had enlarged my mind up to
—1 will not say to what it pow Is, for that
might seem to aim at too much, but up to the
pitch of wanting another mind to be absorbed
in it—I cast my eye about me for a nuptial
partner. Because, as | say, it is not good for a
man to be alone.”
~ Mr. Jasper appears to commit this original
idea to memory,

“Miss Brobity at that time kept, I will not
call it ti rival establishment to the establish-
ment at the Nuns' House opposite, N*’I —
call It the other parallel establishmen?® down-
town. The world did have it that she showed a
passion for attending my sales, when they took
place on half holidays, or In vacation time. The
world dld put it about that she admirgd my
style. The world did notice that as time flowed
by my style became traceable in the dictation
exeicises of Miss Brobity's pupiis Young man,
a whisper even sprang up In obscure malignity
that one ignorant and besotted Churl (a parent)
80 committed himself as to object to it hy
Name But I do not belleve this. For is it
llkely that any human creature in his right
senses would so lay himself open to be pointed
at, by what [ call the finger of scorn?’

Mr. Jasper shakes his head Not in the least
likely. Mr, Sapsea, In a grandiloguent state of
absence of mind, seems to reflll his visitor's
glass, which Is full already, and does really refill
his own, which s empty.

“"Miss Bobbity's Being, young man, was deep-
Iy lmbued with homage to my Mind. She re-
vered Mind, when launched, or, as | say, pre-
cipitated, on an extensive knowledge of the
world. When [ made my proposal, she did me
the honor to be so overshadowed with a specles
of Awe as to be able to articulate only the
two words, ‘O Thou! meaning myself. Her
limpid blue eves were Axed upon me, her semi-
transparent hands were clasped together, pallor
overspread her aqulline features, and, though
encouragsid to proceed, she never did prnt‘a"l:\] a
word further., 1 disposed of the parallel estab-

lHshment by private contract, and we became
as nearly one as could be expected under the
clrcumstances I‘ut she never couid, and she

never did, find a phrase satisfactory to her
perhaps too favorable stimate of my Intellect.
To the very last (feeble action of liver), she
addressed me In the zame unfinished terms

Mr. Jasper has closed his eves as the auc-
tioneer has deepened his voice. He now abrupt-
ly opens them and says, in unison with the
deepened volce, “Ah!"—father as if stopping
himself on the extreme verge of adding—"‘men!”

“I have been since,”" says Mr. Sapsea, with
his legs stretched out, and solemnly enjoving
himseif with the wine and the fire, **what you
behold me; 1 have been since a solitary mourn-
éer; I have been since, as 1 say, wasting my
evening conversation on the desert air. 1 will
not say that I have reproached myself; but
there have been tlmmes when 1 have asked my-
self the question: What if her husband had
been neare n a level with her? If she had
not had to look up so high, what might the
stimulsting action have been upon the liver?'

Mr, Jasper says, with an appearance of hav-
Ing fallen into dreadfully low spirits, that he
“"suppases it wasg to be’

‘We can only suppose so, sir,”' Mr. Sapsea
colncides, “"As 1 say, Man proposes, Heaven
disposes. 1L may or may not be putting the
game thought in another form; but that is the
way 1 put iv.”

Mr. Jasper murmurs assent.

“And now, Mr. Jasper,” resumes the auc-
tioneer, producing a scrap of manuscript, ““Mrs.
Sapsea’'s monument having had full time to set-
tle and dry, let me take your oplmon. as a man
of taste, on the, inscription I have (as I before
remarked, not without =ome little fever of the
brow) drawn out for it Take it In your own
hand. The setting out of the lines requires to be
followed with the eye, as well as the contents
with the mind."

Mr. Jasper complying, sees and reads as fol-

lows:
ETHELINDA,
Raverentinl Wife of
MHR. THOMAS SAPSEA,
Auctioneer, Valuer, Estate Agent, &e.,
of This City
Whose Knowledge of the Warld,
Though somewhat extensive,
Never brought him acquainted with
A BPIRIT
More capable of
Looking Up to Him
STRANGER, PAUSE
And ask thyselfl the Question,
CANST THOU DO LIKEWISE?
If Not,
WITH A BLUSH RETIRE.

Mr, Sapsea having risen and stationed himeself
with his back to the fire, for the purpose of ob-
serving the effect of these lines on the coun-
tenance of & man of taste, consequently has his
face toward the door, when his serving mald,
again appearing, announces, “"Duardles is come,
sir!"’ He promptly draws forth and fills the
third wineglass, as being now claimed, and re-
plies, “*‘S8how Durdles in.”

“Admirabie!” guoth Mr. Jasper, handing back
the paper

“You approve, sir?"

“Impossible not to approve. Striking, char-
acteristie, and complete.””

The auctioneer Inclines his head, as one ac-
cepting his due and gliving a receipt; and in-
vites the entering Durdles to take off that
| glass of wine (handling the same), for it will
warm him

Durdles is a stonemason; chiefly in the grave-
stone, tomb and monument way, and wholly of
their color from head to foot. No man s better
known in Cloisterham. He is the chartered
libertine of the place Fame trumpets him a
wonderful workman—which, for aught that any-
body knows, he may be (as he never works);
and a wonderful sot—which everybodvy knows
he is With the Cathedral crypt he s better
acquainted than any Iiving authority; it may
even be than any dead one. It is sald that the
itimacy of this acquaintance began in his ha-
bitually resorting to that secret place, to lock-
out the Clgisterham boy populace, and sleep off
the fumes of liquor, he having ready access to
the Cathedral, as contractor for rough repairs
Be this as it may, he does know much about it,

and, in the demolition of impedimental frag-
ments of wall, buttress and pavement, has seen
strange sights He often speaks of himself in

the third person; perhaps; being a little misty
a3 "to his own Ildentity, when he narrates; per-
haps Impartially adopting the Cloisterham no-
menciature In reference. to a character of ac-
knowledged distinction Thus he will say,
touching his strange sights: “Durdies come
upon the old chap,”” in reference to a buried
magnate of anclent time and high degree, ““by
| striking right Into the. coffin with his pick. The
old chap gave Durdles a look with his open
eyes, as much as to say, ‘Is your name Dur-
dles? Why, my man, I've been walting for
you a devil of a time!" And then he turned to
powder.”” With a two-foot rule always in his
pocket, and a mason's hammer all but always
in hig hand, Durdies goes continually sounding
and tapping all about and about the Cathedral;
and whenever uwe says to Tope: ""Tope. here's
another old un In here! " Tope announces [t to
the Dean as an established discovery,

In a =ult of coarse flannel, with horn buttons,
a yellow neckerchief with dragged ends, an old
hat more russet-colored than black, and laced
boots of the hue of his stony calling, Durdles
leads o hazy, gipsy sort of life. carryving 'his
dinner about with him in a small bundle. and
sitting on all manner of tombstones to dine.
This dinner of Durdles’'s has become gquite a
Cloisterham Institution. not only because of his
never appearing in publle without it, but be-
| cause of its having been., on certaln renowned
occasions, taken Into custody along with Dur-
| dles (as drunk and incapable), and exhibited
before the Bench of Justices at the Town Hall
| These occasios however, have been few and
far apart., Durdles being as seldom drunk as |
sober., For the rest, he = an old bachelor, and
he llves Iin a little antigquated hole of & house
that was never fHnished, supposed to be bullt,
sa far, of stones stolen from the city wall. To
this abode there Is an approach, ankle deep In
stone chips, resembling a petriied grove of
tombstones, urns, draperies and broken c¢ol-
umns, in all stages of sculpture Hereln two
Journeymen Incessantly cnip. while other twao
Journeymen, who face each other, Incessantly
saw stone, dipping as regularly in and out of
thelir sheltering sentry baxes as if they were |
mechanical figures cemblematical of Time and
Death.

To Durdles, when he eonsumed his glass of
port, Mr. Sapsea Intrusts that precious e«ffort
of hiz Muse. Durdies unfeelingly takes out his |
two-fot rule and measuree the lines calmly, al-
loying them with stone-grit

““This is for the monument, s it, Mr. Sap-
sea ™"

“The inscription Yes " Mr. Bapsea wails
for it effect on a common mingd
“It'"H come in to a eighth of a Inch,"™ says

Durdies “Your servant, Mr. Jasper. Hope I
see you well

“*How are you, Durdles?”

“Iv gt » touch of the Tombatiam on me.
Mr. Jasper. but that I must expect.”

“You mean the Rbheumatism.”” says Sapsea,
in a sharp tone. (He I3 nettled by having his
composition so mechanically received.)

“*No, I don't. 1 mean, Mr. Sapsea, the Tomb-
atiam. It's another sort of Rheumatism. Mr.
Jasper knows what Durdles mean2., You get
among them Tombs afore I's well light on a
winter morning and keep on, as the Catechism
says. a-walking in the same all the days of
your life, and you'll kpow what Durdles means. '’

“It is a bitter sold place,” Mr. Jasper assents,
with an antipathetic shiver.

{To Be Continued To-morrow.)
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Is the Most Necessary Magazine for Women
Some of the March Contents that Interest Every Woman

| HER DRESS—A letter by Mrs, Osborn, the creator of styles for
the smart set, leads off, supplemented by all of the sugges-

tions of our own designers.

CHILDREN—New Physical Culture for Children by

M. Wilma Sullivan; Stories and Pastimes, by Albert
Bigelow Paine, Gabrielle E. Jackson, :
Dowd; Children’s Reading, by Mrs. Theodore W. Birney.

Lina Beard, Emma C.

HER PERSONAL APPEARANCE—Dr. Murray's meth-
od of acquiring beauty and health is simple, practical
and healthful.

HER HOME—House Building and Home Making, and
Practical Aids in House Furnishing, by Alice M.
Kellogg; Seasonable Gardening by Ward Macleod.

HER TABLE—Suggestions for Serving and Waiting at Ta.ble
on Informal Sunday Night Suppers and Impromptu Evening
Refreshments, Something on Lenten Dishes, Novel Luncheon
Recipes, The Cooking of Opysters, and many practical
suggestions for bettering the table service.

HER SOCIAL LIFE—The Evolution of a Club Woman by
Agnes Surbridge; Club Life, Helen M. Winslow; The
Observances of Society, Mrs. Learned; The Girl and her
Interests, Priscilla Wakefield; Evening Entertamnments.

HER DISPOSITION—Lillie Hamilton French talks about

“dumping troubles™ in The Joy of Living Papers. It will

help one to the right outlook.

HER LEISURE MOMENTS—Lionel Maplesons Descrip-
tion of a Visit to Melba; a Story by Ethel Watts Mumford;
A Prose Fancy by Richard Le Gallienne; Book Reviews
by Laura B. Starr.

This is the way in which the March DELINEATOR ministers
unto the wants of women, her dress, her person, her table, her

family, her home and her entire moral, mental and spiritual life.
IT IS OUT TO-DAY. BE SURE TO GET IT.

Of your newsdealer or any Butterick agent, or of the publishers, at 15 cents a copy; $1.00 a year
THE BUTTERICK PUBLISHING COMPANY, Limited, 7 West Thirteenth Street, New York

On sale at Pattern Counter.

The New York Store is Sole Agent for Butterick Patterns.
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DO YOU NEED AN ATLAS?

A I..ITTI.:E GIANT AMONG ATLASES

106&!3;)5. 70 Pages of Description—Embraces the Most Essential Fea-
tures of $10.0C Atlases in Convenient Form—It Will Post You
Correctly—It Will Post You Quickly—Always at Hand
for Quick Consultation—No Delay—

CRANCS

| HandyReferenceAtlas
of the World

EXPLANATION

Prof, J. Scott {eltie, of the Royal
Geographical Society of London. hi
referred to

NITROGLYCERIN EXPLODE

Seventy Miles
Away from Magazine.

Special to the Indianapolis Journal.
PORTLAND, Ind., Feb. 8.—The explosion

magazine

Shock Was

nitroglvcecerin
| Beaver Dam and Lima, Ohio, seventy miles
| o'clock, was
Reports this hour
fatalities,
140 mileg away.

| from here,
felt very forcibly here.

was felt at Huntington,

choeck Felt at Ft. Wayne,

Special to the Indianapolis Journal.

FORT WAYNE, Ind., Fgb. 9.—The ex-
| plosion of a glycerin factory at Lima was
| distinctly felt in this city about 7 o'clock to-
Instantly there were

from all parts of the city to the local news-
|pa|'u-!'.-’ inquiring as to the
| thought that an earthnquake had happened.

telephone calls

Cars Smashed in Collision.

A rear-end collision on the Belt Railroad
yesterday afternoon
some time and destroyved a caboose.
sections of a freight train were
} t'llgll‘.t"'l' of the second section did
| not see the rear end of the leading section.
The damage

was small.
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