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LHPEH?T ‘\-'T ST ‘U‘IH{? a7
QUESTION,

The racent burning, and the great loss of hu-
man live attendant thepeupan, .of the steamer
Henry (lay, npon the Hudson viver, has, a5
usial, given rise to numarons naxl ooniradictory

SN

comments, These,in the large number of enscs,
have ofiginntad with those, who, living al.a
grmt- distance and relying solely upin tele-
gl'ap 13 rumors, goulil not passibly be in any
WRY I v comaarning the facts of the gatps-
troplie.  We hove, notwithetanding, seen the
most positive expressions of opinion, fvorable
wnd unfavorable, in rerard to the éomluct of
the officera of the ill-fated steamter.

O botle sides, we coneider 3hem ill-judged
and ilt-timed, The efficers of the Henry Clay
{as the telezraph hoa informed ws) have been
arrested, and must answer fully to the lnwe,

mate guarters; they are neither entifled to cx-
culpnf.ion noe Jusily open to cemanre, Tublic
apinion sholiid net be mads wp fur or aguinst
thew. A jury of theiveounteymen will hom
fell justice—nnthing move and nothing less;
ard Having Tall confidence in the correutness,
probity aud cquity of the jury system, we qui-
ety awnit the result.

We boliers that there are fow persong of ooy
Yeurs, in tho Southwest, more intimately end

extensively acquuinted with stenmbont-men;

and, we musi say, in justive fo them, that we
never heard any other aet of nen talk more
fuirly, sensibly and peintediy of the lurning,
sivking or gxplogion of steambeonts. o have
et to meat wikh the first one of them wha
not sy oarelessness, recklossnosy or ignorangs
wpon the part of any ‘steemboat officer, when
cleurdy proven. ought te be saverely punished,
Jar many reasons,

Lot us illustrate by what they lova told
us: the owrgless, or ipnorank
oflleer  endasg property  and

r

human life, checka shipmenta and the traval of
passangers by the cnsualties and Faealitics he
oaugss, comes into nnfir dompotition with g
ful and experiencal 1nen, and diserodits an oo
cupation vpon which such {]"p?llll for o live-
likood,

Bub how is it to be shown that any ofiver w
guilty uf carelecsness, recklessness, or igno-
rance ! How is the odimn of the vagne but ger-
‘taln Tumors following o stenmlioat casunley, to
be lifted, a3 5 olond iz lifted, from his name?
How is the carelul, prudent, intslligens steam-
boat cificer Lo be pretectad fram the nnfair com.
petition of the eareless, reckless, and jguarant i
Plainly, ouly by g judieisl trinl: there is no
oabier way umdsr heaven,

We know that in ecpse of every steambont
casualty, there areloud. and in numerousesses,
sl esd, outa i
thay are just or unj
orse betore the publie, whi
stepmbeat officer, restore pubiic confijuice in
hiz mensgément of a boat euable him o
ageure a profitable or even poring busin
Whe or what ia to give anew, driyin,
tain, " unjust, subpicion, sud sla
T 3

to estubl
| vindieate the

L

pozittan whiel: will seeure l employment o
siness padveunge?  The intelligent steamboat-
man has vepented]y answered, “ our pratection
and vindicstion must e found in falr asd just
laws.
We know, tos, that, with every yuality of
carefnlness, experisnce and in cllipuncein staam-
Bont offieers, the most dienstons .un'.ide'ma ms
lingpen, © Protection in speh cas
in the faebthat che proof of e
lazsnoss ov ignoranee must beelenra
|11PE Iﬂ‘BJIIm]!II Vioar "Il'\.ill L

i ll.la
Lould, prima facie, give o presunption in
l' 1 favor. We haye ¢ Dieen on bosta with
two of the most faithial. gent and expe-
rigneel eoginesrs, an thp Wask Woters,
when we were w
sign.  Inball
which ahounds uy
“taneked in,”

vt

Lind heen
T to the

st experiemeed engincer, and mislend
to- helieva thit his beilers wore regnlavly §
up, In ansther caze, we were ttanding by a
A Moy ¥ pilat—every thing wis almost as
a8 day bafore us—when, u thonght, o
fuz come down: oand, in the darkness of the
night, awd upon one of the Lighest (owis of the
Mlissisgippl, lanl not o heo vench

through dense foresls, we flonted helplessly.
Suppass, we, descending, and knowing not one
poind of the Cﬁll‘p'\h‘). had slrnek am a

310 any of the enses we Il!uu it
tainly not s there is vensen in
Hhinge,

But when hoats eome to tacing coeng
anatlar, there is sevy litble veszon in the p
wises, Wehnve, tine uned myeai
whon racing with ang
seem ! Why, overything
menk o boarl—the cay
. the orew, all cxe
sing fisroely, the fires ummlm-.; :\nd |_=1=|v|
angkily, (uuder the irvitation of resin wnd
Lnols,) aml the machinery groaning heav
Boyo all 1
two hundred to three hundeed gouls |
of immedinte desteuction.  Etea-er
dangerous o It ol o fear
teriuus giant ponfined ; anl wWhen
af that gisnnt bas heen worked of, and onl
tervitde pas of tho stenin-Laile
no prison under heaven which it will not rend
nuunder, destroying everyt
animate, in its path,
4ol ngenty hecome excited 7 or shonld they nol
aver be watchiul end pradent? Ina rase, we
have seen tha very solder neited from o safety-
valve, il old boilers exposed to the most mer-
viliss hent—hotlers slready nenrly buy
We have known boats, notoriously slower ]
others with Whow they have kaug]n.wmpnumu
urging every power, strwining all theiv wa-
chinery, amd risking hondrede of lives, for the
vaiu-glory of trying to enter a port within an
Lo or twe of & more prndent e

sTeenan o heat
What have we

anme
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