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@ Ghoat, with oo visibla
o6 jte own part, wos undisturhed Ly soy effore
f of its adversary, Serooge observed that its light
wis burning high and bright : and dimly eon-
its influenes over hita, Le seized
the extinguisher-cop, and by a0 sudden action
pressed it down wpon its hie
-, The Spirit dropped beneath it.so thut (e ex-
imgui i whole foim; bat thengh
arooge: prossed it down with ol his forge,
could not Lide the lght, whish strepmed from
o flood, upon the groond.
f being exbausted, and
istible deowsinesa: ‘wad,
further, of Being in his own bedroom. e gave
L cap & parting squeese, in wlich his hind ro-
Iazed s, and had bavely time to véal to bed, before
he sank inte & heavy sloup.
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Spirite
Awixise in the midls of a prodigiously tough
enore, aud sittiog up in bed to get his thoughts
hisd nu occazion to be told
again upom the stvoke of One.
| Ha falt thet he was restored to cousclousuces
in the ri{:n migk of time, for the special pur-
pose of holding a conferenmce wilh the second

digpatehed to him theongh Jucob
Mn? intervention,
tarned uncomfortsbly cold when Le began to

wonder which of bik‘ourtsins this new apectre
would deaw back, he put them svery ong gside
with his own hands: and, lying down again,
blished  sharp losk-out all roond the bed.
For he wished to shollenge the Spivit on the
mowent, of its appearance, end di
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‘%‘:wge. in a broken voice,"

| told you these wers shadows of the things
that have been,” said the Qhost, ¢ That they
are what they are, do not biame me,"
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. the Ghost, end seeing that it
m with a face in which, in some
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little enow-storms.

The house frants looked black emough, and
the windows blacker, oonbrasting wilh
amooth white sheot of enow npon the roofs,
with the dirtier snow 1 i
Lugt depesit had been ploaghed wp in deep fur-
rows by the heavy wheels of carts nnd wagons i
furrows that erossed and recrossed each other
hundreds of dines where the prost streeta
branched off, and made intricata ol Iz, hard

a
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replied the
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“Well! Never mind so long as
oome,” snid Mra. Cratohit. “ Bit ye

once,  * Hida, Martha, hide I

to trace, in the thick yellow mud and icy water,
The sky wes gloomy, and the shortest sbreets
wers choked up with o dingy mist, hnlf showed
halfl frozen, whose heavier particles descende

in a shower of scoty atoms, as if all the chim-
nzys in Geeat Britain, hod, by one conmﬁ;
eaught fire, nnd were blaging away to theiy
denr heart's content. Thers Wna nothing yery
eheerful in theclimate or the town, and yet wna
there on air of cheerfulness abrond thet the
clearest summer air snd brightest summer sun
might have endeavorad ta diffuse in vdin.

%or the people who were shoveling away on
the house-tops wers jovial nod fullof glee ; call-
ing out to ene another from the parapets, apd
now and then exchesging o facetious snow-ball
—hetter natured wissile fir than mavy o wordy
jest—Ilaughing Leartily if it went vight, sndnot

8 heartily it it went wrong. The poulterers’
ehops were still half open, and the fruiterers'
were radiant in their glory.  There were great,
round, pot-hellied haskets of chesmuts, shaped

his shoulder,
little eruteh, and had his lim
iron frame!

« Why, where's onr Martha
Crptahit, looking round.

¢ Not voming,” said Mrs, Cratehit,

fiad come home rompant.
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tike the of jollyold tl Ioiling
ot the doors, ond tanibling out inte the streetin
iheir apoplectio epulsnge.  There wero ruddy,
brown-faced, brosd-givthed Bpanish  Onions,
shining in the fatness of their growih like Span-
ish Frinre ; and winking from theiv shelves in
wunbon slyness ot the girlsus they wont Ly, and
Tanced depiirely at the hung.up mistletos.
'hers were panrs and appies, olustered high in
blogmi ida t.Etsre wvere  bunches
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out venburing for Borcoge quite na hardily s
this, I dow’s mind oulling tn you to believe that
he wos vendy for a gord hrosd field of strange
Hﬁrﬂwep. snd thafnothing between u Laby
& rhinooeros would have astomiseed him
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ow, being prepared for almest anything, he
was ot by any means

urel for nothing ;

and, consejuently, when the Bell struck Oune,
aod no shope appeared, o wis taken with o
violent fit of trembling.
winates, s quarter of an bour went by, yet no-
thing ceme.  All this tima, he loy upon his bed,
core and aentrs of o blaze of rodd

light, wieh streawed upon it when the clocl

}.u-nclnimad the hoor; and which being only
light, wes more alarming than wdosen of ghoats,
15 he waa powerless to melkee out what it meant,
or woull be at; sud was sumclimes spprelien-
iye that he might be at that yory moment aq
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bade him enter,
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* Touch wy robe! ™
Beroope did
Holly, mistletoa,

game, ponltry, by
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free; free ns its genial fhce
its open kund, its che LTy voice, its ugconstrained
dsmeenor, and 163 joyful aie. Girded round jrs
middle wag an antique soabbard ; but no sword |
and the yncient sheath was eaten up

Thers was no doulit |
aboat that But it had undergone o surprising |
teansloemation.  The walls and ceiling were so |
bung with living green, that it locked » perfact
grove, from every part of which, bright gleam-
ingz berries glistemed. The eriep lenves of hally,
mistietos, and ivy, refdected back the Tight wa it
s0 many little mirrers had been sontterad there ;
ond suol a mighty Bluse went roaring up the
chimpey, a8 that dull petrifaction of a hearth
nd never known in Serooge’s time, or Marley's,
or for many amd mENY & Winter season gone,
Heaped up upon the fioor, v form a kind of
shrone, were turkeys, gecee, gamw, poultry, |
brawn, great joints of meat, sucking-pigs, long |
wrentne of saussgey, minee pivs, plum puddia
barrels of ovsturs, red-hot chesnuts, cherr
cheeked apples, juicy oranges, luselous pears, | will, batred, envy,
immense twelfth-cakes, and seething bowls of | T
punch, that made the chamber dim with thelr | kith and kiu,
deliclous steam. In ensy stute upon this couch,
there sat 3 joully Giant, glovious tossa ; who bore
u glowing torsh, in sbape not unliks Plenty
hiorn, sud held it up, high up

- toghed ita

without having the gonsolation of loowing it
At last, however, he began to think—as you or
Lwould have thought at fiest 5 for it i3 always
the person not in the predicament who koows
what gught ta have been dene iw it, snd wonld
anquestiimably have done it tov=—mnt last, 1
he begaz to think that the sooree and s
this ghostly Hoht might be in the adjoluing
2. o0 forther tracing it, ik
This ides taking full pos-
sussion of hia mind, ke got np safely and shuflled
in his slippers to the door
The moment Berooge’s hand was on the loclk,
a strangs voice ¢ulled him by his newme, and
He obeyed

eping round the d

the Glhest.

and know me better, man
Strooge entered timidly, and bung his head | pigantio sise,
He wus not the dogged
Sercore he bad been; and theugh its syea were
olear and kind, he did not like to meet them.

*Iam the Ghost of Christmae Pregent,” said
Lok at me ™

&0, It was

g %c wade answer to il,
ked ford i

th with th

“ Come in 1

clathed in

mpla deep green vobe, or mantle, bordeved
white fur. This garment bung zo locsely
re, that its capacious breast waa bare,

84 if disdaining to be warded or concealed hy
5 feel, oheervable benvath the
aripls falds of the garment, were ales bave ; and
it wore no other covering than a
set here and there with shining

s dark brown curls were long and
+ it sparkling vye,

““Tou huve never seen the like of me befare™
rit.

ungey

imily s meaning, (for 1 am
very young) my elder brothevs born i these
3 ursued the Phantom,

I dow’t shink 1 have,” said Berooze,

L pm

Have you Lad meny broth-

* More than eightess huindred,” sail the

{ his

ing . py 3
erapes, made, in the shopkeepers’ benevolence,
to dangle from ¢omapicnous huoks, that people's
wiuths might water gratis as they passsd ;
thers were piled of filberts, woey und brown,
regalling, in their fragradce, sncient walke
ey &u: woude, wud pleasant shufilings ankle
deep thiougl witheged Tvaves : there were Nor-
folk Biffine, aquab and awarthy, setting off the
yelluw of the oranges and lemons, wnd, o the
Zreat comphetbess of thelr juicy persons, ure-

ily entrenting ond besesebiug o be carvivd
ﬁ‘;gi'a in peper bags and . aten after dinner, The
very gold aud eilver fish, et forth amoug these
ahoies fruita in u bowl, though members of 4

liis heart's content.

Tim was growing strong and hearty.

sister to lis kool

dull and stagnant-bl 1 vace, appeared to
Jenow that thers was something going on; awd,
o« fish, went zasping round nwl rovad their
Tittle worlil in slow and passioniess exeitenenl

The Grosers” ! oh the groeers*! nearly cloged,
with perhaps two shutlars duwe, or one; but
through thise gape anch ghwpsss! It wae net
elone that the scsllcs descending on the eounter
made 2 merry sound, or that the twine and
roller purted company so brizskly, or thut the
cannizters wera Titsled op and down like Jug-
pling tricks, or even that the blended scents of
teu and coffee were o grateful L the nose, or
even that the raizing were so plegtiful and ruve,
the almonds &0 extromely white, the atioks of
clonamon, o long wnd straight, the other spices
so deligfous, the candied freits s coked and
spatted with mollen sugar as to make the eoldest
leokers-on feel faint and aubstgnently bilious,
Hor was it thut the figs were moist aud pulpy,
or thet the Freneh plums Blushed in modest
toriuesy from their highly-decorated boxes, of
that everrthing was good o est and in its
Christmpe dress ; Dut the costomers were o1l so
hurvied snd so eager in the hopefol promise of
the duy, that they tumbled up sgaivst ench
other ot the door. clashing their wieker baskets
wildly, and Lek their purchsses npon the eour-
ter, and gawe running beck to fatel them, and

best hutnor psosible ; while the grocer and his
people ware go frank snd fresh fhut the polished
hearts with which (hey festened their aprons
hohind might have heen their own, worn ontside
tor general inspection; and for Cheictreas daws
to peck at if they chose

But soon the steeples salled good pecple all,
to church amd chapel and sway they crma,
flecking through the streetsin their best clothes,
nud with their gayeet faves, And at the same
time thers emerged from deores of by-streets,
lanes, and lurnings, hlo pra-
ple, cnrrying their dinuers b the bakers’ shops.
Tha sight of” these pocr revellers appearsd to
interest the Hpirit very mugh, fir be stocd with
ﬂnroogu;ﬁ@n@i_ﬂe him'in a Daker's doorway, and
takin, - dhe oovers os their beerers pessed,
sprinkled Moeense on their dingevs fram his
torch. And it was a very uncommon kind of
toreh, for omes or twiee when there were sugry
words between some dipner carriers who Lad
Jjostled with each ather, he shed o fow drops of
water on them from b, and their good hemir
wae restoved directly, For they said, it wos s I
shawe to guarrel upon Christas Day.  And |
509k was! God love it so it was ! |

In time the bells ceasal, and the bukers were
shut up; and yeb there wab & gonial shadowi
forth of ull these dinners und the progress of
their egok the thawed bloseh of wot above
each haker's oven ; wheve the povement snoked
as il its stones were cookiug to
**1a there a pecnliar flavor in what yon sprin-
= from yuur toveh ©° asked Borooge.

There is My own,”

Would it apply to wny kind of disner on
this diay ** ssked Serooge.

*“To any kindly given, To a poor one m:

“ Why to & poor one most 7 asked Sere

'F Bugnuee 1t needs it mogt,

Cfpivit,” euid Sercoge, after & moment's
thought, ** [ wonder you, of all the beings in the
| msny worlds about ug, should d
| these peaple’s opportunities of
l oried the Spirit,

! “ Wou smek to elose theseplaces ou @
|Day P gaid B nd it pomes
same thing,”
F sk 1 exolnimed the Bpirit
s Forgive me if T win wron
done i ur Deie, or. 5l lea
{ said Borooge,

It hue beon
o in bhakof your

:, and who do t eeds of pass
Ligotry, wnil
OBY nume ; whe ave us ate 3
it e,
| wember that, and charge their doings on thew-
| :‘rltun, net us."

| went on, in

the nr E the town.
| quality of the Ghest (whi
BRFY it fla b §

any place
& low roof quite as g
nrtursl creature,

erad pl

a uny corner st the table: the two

pasts, crammed spoons into il

came to be helped.
on, and grace was said,

raurd the bozrd, an
by the young Cratel

8,

Hurvah!

and onion to the
plates heing changed
Uratchit let

biring it in,

young Cratehits becatos livid !
1078 Were supposed.

Hallo! A great desd of steam !
wid out of the copper.

(it That was the cloth.

That waa the pudding,

ta havd wud firm, blaztag in

mnd holly stuck inte the top.
U, 2 wond erful pudding !

mirriage.  Mrs, Uratchit seid thut

nobody
pudding for a largo fewmily
herosy to do sn,
blnghed to hint at meh & thing

At Tash the dinoer wag all deug
1

e

# civcle, menning b

o handle, *
aese held the
well a
b ser our with beas
edlunts on the firs sputce
T Bob proposed -

b all the family re-gehoed.

lust aof all.
1T

f e Toved

ay hia aide,
from him.

have done in any lofty b

And pevhaps it was the plenaure tha;
Bpirit hed in showing off this power of |
else it was his own kind, genes
ture, and his sympathy with sl poor e
led him strajghfte Seroope’s o
{ he went, and took Serooge with him,
and on the threshold of the do
amiled, and stopped to bless Bob Cracal
dwelling with the sprinklings of his torch,
of that! Hob had but fifteen - 2
week himself 1 on Batupdays but
fiftecn gaples o s and yet the
Ghest of Christinss ed hig four-
roomed house !

Then up rose Mrs, Cratehit, Cratohit:
dressed any but poorly in a twice-turned
biet brave in vibbons, whish ave obeap and

S

sixpence; and she loid the

& good w i

cloth, asgisted by Belinda Cratchit, second of
her dmg!st-\-rs. also brave in ribhons; while
Mester Pater Cratehit plunged w fork juto the

smucepan of potetoss, and getting the vorners
of bis monstrous shivt-culiaz (Bob’s private pro-
periy, eonferred upon his son nnd beiv in honor
of the day) into his mouth, rvejeiced to fad
hinself so gallantly attived, rud yestued to
shaw his linen in the fushionuble parke And
zow two smeller Cratchits, boy mpd girl, came

** A tremendons family to provide for' mut. |

Tha (Ph;%sn( Chrisiuins Fresent vose,

* Spivit,” said Scrooge subinissively, - sonduct
I I went forgh Luse might on
oompuleion, snd [ learnd a lesgon which is work-
Fouhave anghit to teuch

25 he wag told, and held it fast. [
berries, ivy, turkies, | (hen
ol JEils ent, pigs
Ples, p i wit, and
instantly, & ; ¢

s EATER
punch, |

did the room, the [ < lare's

| knocked proudly at the seucepan lid to be 16t out

tearing in, sereaming that outside the baker’s
they had smelt the goose, and known it for thelr |
kugwn; and besking in lusarious thoughts of
sige-and-onions, thése young Cratehits danced |
about the table, aud exalted Master Peter
Cratehit to the skies, while he (he not proud,
although bis collars mearly choked him) blew
the fire, until the slow potutoss, bubbling up,

and peeled,

#t hns ever got your preclous father,
" said Mrs. Oratehit.  Aund your bro-
ther Tiny Tim; wnd Martha warn't as late last
Christroas diy by half-an-hour I
Ttha, mother!”

&

v ke will be spaved,”

one other o

5 will find him heve.
b be like to die, he
crenge the curplus

almtion

i
wards quated
with penitence and gr

*<Man,"” said the

Huersh! There's such

FUWhy, bless your heart alive, my dear, how
£ gnid Mrs. Cratehit, kissing
a dogen times, and taking off lier shawl and

1ast night,”
girl, '“ and had to elear away this
e

her

ou Ale
wo be-

'f'i_ra, my doar, and have a warm, Lord

There's father coming,” cvied the
two young Uratchits, who were every whare at

8o Murths hid berself. snd in enmalittla Bob,
the faﬂnet‘;i:& &t least three foet o{] comforter,
Tugi o fringe, hangi awn before
hibm ; and his thread-hare alulhun-fama‘l upand
Lruslied. tolook sensonable; and Tiny Tim upon
Alas for Tiny Tim, he borea
supported

cried Bob

by an

¢ Not coming ! paid Bob, with & sudden de-
clemsion in 13 high spirits; for he had boun
Tim's blugd hovse all the way trom church, and
** Not coming upan

Marthn didu’t Like to ses him disappointed, if
wera enly in joke; # she came out prewnturely
frem ind the closet deor, and ran into his
arms, while the two young Cratehits hustled
Tiny Tim, pnd bore him off into the wash-house,
that he might hear the pudding singing in the

pper.
** And how did little Tim behave ** psked Mrs.
Cratchit, when sho had rallied Bob on his
dulity, and Bob had hugged bis danghter to

" As pood B9 gold,” said Bob, “and better.
Semehow he gats thougktlul sitting Ly himself
a0 mneh, and thinks the strangest things you
ever heavd, He told me, coming liome, that he
hopad the peaple saw him in the church, begause
e wae 4 cripple, and itmight be pleasant to
them to remember upsn Ubiistued Day whe
wade lume beggara walk ond blind men see.”

Bob's voice was tremulous when he told them
khig, and trembled more when he said thet Tioy

His active little erutel was heard upon the
foor, and back cames Tiny Tim before another
werd was apoken, escorted by his brother, and
1 beside the fire; and while Bab,
turning up his caffy, ag if, poor fellow, they were
capable of being made more shebby—eom-
pounded some hot wixturein o jug with gin
syl lemoms. end ativeed it vostad sod vound, and
put 16 on the hob to simmer ;. Master Peter and
the two ubiguitous young Cratehits went to feteh
the goosy, with which they soon veturned in high

" Bueh a tmztle ensucd that you might have
thought o goose the ravest of ull birds ; a feath-
. to which a biack swen was o
matter of course: amd, in trath, it wis some-
thing very like it in that houvwse,  Mrs, Cratohit
mide the Eravy (roady hefore-hand in a little
spugepan) hissing hot, Master Peter mashed
thy potagoes with incredible vigor, Mies
sweetened up the epple-sanee; Murtha dusted
the hot plates; Bob took Tiny Tim heside himin
young Crat-
oltits et chaira for everybody, not forpeiti
themselves, and. mounting guard opon thei

i ir mouths, leg

they should shriex for goose befire their turn
At lest the dishes were set
It ywas suceeeded by o
breathless pause, as Mre, Cratobit, looking slow-
Iy all alomg the ecsrving-knife, prepared to
p}l'ungi it in the brewst; but when sghe did,
and when the long-ezpected gush of stuffing

isgzed forth, ome murmur of delight srose al

i even Tiny Tim, exeited
beat on the cable
with the handle of his knife, and feebly cried

There never was sneh & goose. Hob said he
| didn't helieve there aver was such o goose cook-
comitted bnndreds of the like mistikes in the | ed. lts tenderness snd favor, size aund

cheap-

ness, were the themes of universal admiration
Eked out by the apgls-sance and mashed pota-
tots, it wea a sufficient dinper for the whole
faumily ; indead, as Mrs. Cratohit sald with great
delight (surveyiog one small stom of & boue
upon the dish), they hadn't ate it all at last!
Yot every cue hadbed encogh, and the youngest
Cratehita in particalay, were ateeped in srgs
ebrews! But now, the
by Misa Belinda, Mrs
the room alone—too nervous to
hesr witmessea—to tuke the pudding up, and

Suppuse it should not be donc eoough!  Sup-
pose ih should break in turning out T Huppose
sumebody shonld have got over the wall of the
Back-yard, aod stolen it, while they were merry
with the goose  w supposition at which the twe
C All sorta of hor-

The pudding
A amell like n washing-
A smell like an
sating-house, and & paslry cook's next desr tu
each other, with » Inundress's next door to that 7
In balt o minute M
Uretehit euterad : flushed, but emiling proud]
with the pulding, like w specklad cannon-b
alf of half-x-qus
tern of iznited brandy, snd bedighs with Chris-

|
Bob Cratehitzaid, | S
antd galmly tog, that he regarded it as the great-
wut success aghieved by Mra. Crutehic sings their

now the

weight was off her mind, she would confess she |
had her doubta aboub the quentity of floo
Everybody hud somerhing t9 say about
said or thought it wea at all o b
Itwould have heen
Any UCratehit would heve

, the cloth was
ared, the henrtl swept, ood the five smude up,
ampgund in the jug being tasted and eon-
| cidered perfect, apples and orsnges wers put

upon the table, and a shovel-full of shestnuts on
the fre. Then all the Cratchit fawily drew
vound the hesrth, in what Bob Cratebit called
i m one; and at Bob
elhow stood the family Jixp]s.{
wlass ;s fwo tamblers. and o custard-cup withoug

of

logks, whils
1 und erackled

ristmus to ug all, wy deavs. God

<= (o hlesa vs every one ™ gaid Tiny Tim, the |
11

t very close to his fatber's side, upon his
oA, Eob held his withered little band
1e child, and wished w
and dreaded that hemight

pirit,’” anid Berooge, with an interest he
had never fele before, * tell mo if Tiny wil

IF these
@, the

W, Bo,” said Seruoge. - Oh mo, Yrind

32 shadows romain unaltered by the
f my race,” returned the
What then !
sl bevter dodt. and de-

hung his head (¢ hbar his own
by the Spivit, =nd was overcome

L
| Ghost, il man you be in |
& | heart, ot adamant, forbear that wicked cant

until you have discoversd what the surplus is,

it s,

and w
1 il what men shall die ?

. prong

Will you decide what men
It may be,

sight of henven you ave more worth-
les= it to live than millions like this
{ . OhGad! to hear the lnceot
ing on the tos mush life

E
among his bungry brothers in the dust! "
Sergoge beut hefore the Ghest's rebuke, and

L:*un:bli:ﬁ cast his aves upon the ground.  Bug
he raizad them speedily on hesring his own
name,

“My. Boreaze!™ said Bob, < Il

| Mr. Serooge. the Founder of the Feast |

ive wou

‘“The Founder of the Fenst indeed!™ eried
Mrs. Ceatehit, reddening. I wish I had hin
bere.  I'd give him & piece of my mind to fwast

upon, and T hope
for it."

“ My
mus Doy,

Aeur,” snid Bob, ** the children,

be'd have 8 good appetite

Chriet-

“It hounld be Chrlstuas Day, T am sure,”

such an odiy
My, Berooge.

You know he is, Robert!

eried the two | koews it better than you, poor fellow! ™

aid sbe, *on which -one driuks’ the health of
, Efingy, huwd, unfeeling man us
Nn'body_‘_'

'a 'Id nnEwer

| {‘rfnk his henlth for your sake nnd the
Day'a,” said Mre, Cratehit, * not for his. Long
life to him! A merry Christmas nnd & heppy
new year '—he'll be very merry and very happy,
I Lava no doubt i

The children drask the toast after her. It
waa ihe first of their prosesdings which had no
henrtiness in it, Tiny Tim deank it lagt of all,
but he didn't cave two pence for it. Sor
was the Ogre of the fumily. The mention of hia
name oust a shadow on the party, which was
not digpelied for full five minutes,

After it had passed away, they were ten
tlmes merrier than before, from the mera relief
of Horooge the Baleful being dome with. Bob
Cratehit told them how he had s situation in
his eye for Mastar Peter, which wonld bring in,
if obtained, full five-and-sixpance woekly. o
two young Cratehits langhed tremendously nt
the yden of Fater's being o man of business; and
Peter himsell locked thonghtfully st the fire
from between his eollsrs, g If Lip were delibern-
tlog what particolarinvestmenta be shonld favor
when he oame into the receipt of that bewildar-
ing income. Marths, who was & poor sppren-
tice at a milliner’s, then told them what kind of
work she had to do, and how mapy hours she
worked at g streteh, and how she ‘meant to ke
abed to-morrow morning for o good long rost,
to-merrow being o ho‘.lidgny the passed at home,
Also how ehe hud seen & countess and & lord
some duys before, and how the lord was much
about as tall na Peter * at which Peter pulled
up his eollors so high that you couldn’t have
seem hia head if you had been thers. Al this
time the chesnuts and the jug went round snd
round ; and, by and by, they hed song, about
a lst child traveling o tie saow, from Tiny
Tim, who had o plaintive little volce, and sang
it very well indeed,

Thers wiad nothing of high mark in Wbis. They
were nob & hondsome family ; they were not well
it i their shoes were far from being water-
proel; their clothes were. sennty ; and Peter
might have known, and very likely did, the in-
side of & pawnbroker's. But they were happy,
gratelul, pleased with one another, and conient-
ed with tgm time; and when they faded, and
lcoked happier yei in the bright sprinkiings of
the Bpirit's torch at parting, Serooge bad his
eye upon them, and especially on Tiny Tim,
until the lnst.

By this time it wus getting darl, and snow-
ing prettydeavily ; and Sorovge sl the Spirit
went along the streeta, the brightness of the
roaring fires in kitchens, parlors, snd all sorts
of roomy, was wonderful,  Here, the Hickering
ofthe blaze showed preparations for o cozy din-
ner, with hot plates buking through and through
Lefore the fire, and deep red curtains, ready to
be drawn, to siuet out gold and darknes, There,
all the children of the house were running out
into the soow to meel their marries sisters,
brothers, couging, uncles, aunts, and be the first
Lo greet them. Here, ngain, were shadows on
the window-blind of puests sssembling; and
there & group of handsowe girls, all hooded and
fur-booted, and all chattering at onee
lightly off to some near neighbor's house,
wheve, wo upen the single men whe saw them
enter—artiul witches: well they koew it—in a
glow!

But if you hed judged from the numbers of
people on their way to feiendly gatherimgs, yoo

dght have thodght that no one wes ot hewe to
give them friendly weleome when they got there,
instend of every homse expeeting company, and
piling up its fires half-chimney high,  Blessings
an it, hew the Ghoat exulted T How it bared it
bread:h of breass, and opened its caprcious
palm, and fioated on, cutpoaring, with o gene-
rous hand, its beight and hermisss mirtl ob ey-
erything Within itg rench! The very lamplight-
er, who van on before, dotting the dusky street
with specke of light, -and was dressed {o
spend the evening somewhere, laughed out loud-
1y &s the Spirlt passed ; though little kenned
the lunp-lighter that he bad any company but
Christmas !

And now, without a word of warning from the
Ghoat, they stood upon u bleak and desert woor,
Thers monatrous masses of rode stone were cast
about, as though it were the burisl-place of gi-
ants; and water spread itself wheresoever it
Listed—or would have done so, but for the frost
that heid it prisoner; and nothing grew hut
weons and furze, end coarse, rank grass, Down
in the West the setting sun had left o strenk of
fiery red, which glam(f upan the desointion for
an instant, like a sullen eve, and frowning low-
ar, Jower, lower yot, was lost in the thick gloom:
of darkest night.

“What is this " asked Serooge.

“ A place where winers live, who labor in the
bowels of the esrth,” snid the Spivie = Bu
they koow we.  Hea '™

A light chone from the window of o but, and
awifily they advanced towanrds it.  Passing
through the well of mud and sione, they found
i eheerful company asgembled round & glowing
fire. An old, old mun and woman, with their
children and their children’s ohildren, and ano-
ther gencration beyond that, all decked out guily
in their holidey aiti The old man, in 4 veice
that seldom arose above the howling of the wind
upen the barven woste, wus singing them w
Christions song, 1t had been s very oid song
when ho w bey s end frow Lime to time they
jui the chorus. 3o surely ss they
voices, the ol man got quite blithe
and loud; snd e sarely as they stopped, his
Vigur sank agein,

Triist-

Tog Epirit did not turry here, hut bade
{ Screage hold his robe, aud passing on shove the

spel—whither. Notto ¢ Topea! To
“u horrer, looking La anw the last
and, a frightfol vange of rocks, behind
and his ears were deafened by the thup-

raged pnong the dreadful caverns it had worn,
| and Harcely tvied tounderming the eurth.
| Built upon a dismal reef of sunken rocks, some
league or so from the shore, un which she waters
chated and dashed, the wild year through, there
stoud » solitary lighthiouse.  Grent heaps of sea-
weed clung to its buse, und storm-bivis—born
of the wind vue might suppose, as sea-woed of
the water—rose wud fall atont it, like the wises
they skimmed

Bub even here, two wmes who wotched the
light had mrde 4 fire, that through the leophale
in the thiek stons wall shed sut @ Tuy of bright-
ness on the awful sea.  Joining their horny
hands over the rough table at which they sat,
they wishied gnal uther & Mervy Cliristmag in

| thelr eun of grog; ond ane of them, the ebler, |
| too, with his face dewsged and scarred with
hot atuff from the jug, howes- |

len gablets would have done;

hard werther, as the figure-head of su old ship
might be: struek up a sturdy song thet was like
& il in iteelt.

Again the Ghoet sped on, shove the hiack
heaving see—on, on—until, being far
he told Bergoge, from any shove, they lighted on
a ship.  They stood beside thy hulmamun uh tha
wheaL the look-out in the how, the officers whe
hud the watch; dark, ghostly figures in their
deversl stations: but every man among them
hummed & Christmas tune, or had o Christmuys
thought, or spoke below his breath to his onm-
panton of same bygone Christmas Day, with

“laughed agheartly as he.

‘nidke, indi
nevér o uﬁg;k

hotseward hopes belon; o it And every
mun on board, waking zeping, good or bad,
had hail a kinder word for snother on that day

I than on any day in the year; und had shared to
| Eomp extent ln the festi
I see & vacant sest,” replied the Ghoet, |
| in the poor chimney corner, and & cruteh |
ot an owner, cavefolly preserved.
i sln-..l_'ll-ms remain unaltered by the Fat

& and had vemem-
bered those he cared fur at o distencs, und had
koown that they delighted to remember him.

It wie u great surpriss to Scrooge, while
Liscening o the mosning of the wind, and think-
ing what a solemu thivg it waz to move on |
through the lonely darkness over an unknowng
abyss, whosa depthe were secrets as l:rufcllllld“
a2 Death: it was & grest surprise to Scrosge,
while thus engaged, to hear o ksariy laugh
It was 4 wmuch greater surprise to Beroage to
Tecagnize it as his owa neplew’s, and to find
himsolf in & Lelght, dry, gleaming voom, with
the Epivit standing smiling Ly his side, and
ing &t that same nephew with approving |

phew.

11 yau should happen, by any unlikaly chonoe,
to Euow aman more blest in s luugh then
Beroaze’s nephew, all I ean say ia, 1 should like
to know 1 too.  introduce him to e, and I'l1
cultivate his uequaintance.

Itis & fair, even-handed, moble adjustuent
of things, that while there is infection in diseags
and sorrow, there Is nothing in the world s -
resistably contagions as lemghter and guo[]-
bumor.  When Strooges nephew langhed in
this way ; holding his sides, rolling his head, |
and twisting his ﬁu:e ints the mosk extravagant
contortignk : “'Heraoge’s niece, by marriage,
And their assembled
friends being pot & bie behindhand, rdared one,
lnstily, i
“Ha, ha! Ila, ha, ha, ha!"

+ He snid that Christmas was a humbug, as

1 live! cried Serooge’s pephew. ¢ He halieved

it, too ™! 5 .

*Mgre shame Tor him, Fred! said o'
tly. Bless those women: they

ng by halves. They arc always

" laughed Serooge’s “ Ha,

umnling

in earnsst.

. Bhe ‘was very pretty:
iR

dimpled, s!u-pmedlom:lg oa?um.

eving of water, as it rolled, sod rowred, and |

| twenty people,

- not to drink his health,
ed wine ready to our hand ot the moment ; and

o ripe litile mouth, ¢ ol

i —and o dontt it e aed madi
little dots nbout her ahin, that,
a:tolhw when she Isughed ;

r of eyes you ever saw in auy littls a
Em’e‘a bead,  Altogether she w‘z what r“;
would have called Em‘nki“ﬁ' you know; bt
sutisfuctory, too. Oh, perfectly satisfuctary |

' He's o oomicnl old fellow,” said Sorooge's
ueg‘haw, “that's the truth ; and not # plensans
as he might be. However, his offunces earry
their own punishment, sod T hove nothing to
pay ngainat him."

“I'm sore he is very viol, Fred,” lLinted
Horooge's miece. ‘At least ¥ou always tell mre
8.

“What of that, my denr!” saild Borooge's
nephew, © His wealth is of no wse 4o him, He
don't do any gond with it - He don't make him-
self comfortable with it. He hasn't the sutisfae.
tlon of thinking—"hn, ha, hal—that le is ever
going to benefit us with it," !

«1 hove no paticnes with him.” obeerved
Serooge's nices.  Berooge's nicee's sisters, and
all the other Ladies, sxpressed the snmne opinicn,

“Oh, 1 have!” said Berooge's nephew,
am gorry for him; 1 couldn’t be mngry with
bim if1 tried.  Who suffers by his {1l whime?
Himzelf, plways. Here, Le takes it into his
head to dislike ng, ond ha won't coma and dine
with us. What's the gonsequence! He don't
lose much of & dinner,* 7 7

< Indeed, I think he losez very good dinner,'
inteyropied Sevooge's neice.  Hyeryhody elen
#nid the same, and they must be nllowed to have
been competent judges, beeause they bad just

dinner ; and, with the desert upon the ta-
ble, wern clugtered round the five, hy lnmp-
light. )
tWelll T am very glad to hear it anid
Screage’s nephew, ¢ teoause 1 haven't any grent
fﬂimn these young housekoepers. What do
you say, Topperi”

Topper had clearly ot his eye upon one of
Serooge's nieee's sisters, for he answered that o
batchelor wag o wratehed outoast, who no right
1o express an opinion on the subject.  Wherent
Hereoge's nisce’s sigter—the plump coe with the
lage tncker—not the one with the roses—
blushed.

' Do go on, Fred,” sl Sevooge’s nieee, clups
ing her humds,  He never fnishes whit
e begius fo way ! He s such p vidieulons fal-

Tow ¥

Berooge's nephew revelled in another o

nnd e it was impossitile to k B § i

Unele Sgrooge lind

gay and Tight of henrt thet he el
%tim unrmseioUs company in
thnnked them in an wodible speech, if

pled;
h
liad given him timo,

wl

upon sheir travels,
Mugh

homeg
end

. _ ATih s
they were o
were ¢loso at

hote 5

they were patient in
poverty, and it was rich

pital and jai
vain mpn in b
made fugt the
Ia left hig Blassi
cefita,

It was n lon h
Berooge e

into the space of time

was strapge, taa, that whi
unaltersd in his gngward
older, oloarty older.  Ber

alisnge, but never

ohilidren's Twelfth

at the Bpirit ss they

pluee, he noticed tha
- Are apirits’ lives
* My life upon

plied the Gheat
“ Tonight I eried
“

drawing

& were 1
pagk ale
s Fargive ma if T &
* emid  Berooge,
“erohe, a1

Spir

not belonging to yourself, protrad
Iait a foot or o eluw 77 i
» It might be o clow, for the flash theprs |

skirts,
upan ik was the
“* Look hers.

From the foldin
children, wretahe
mizerakle. They
upan the outside of it

sl Mun ! look heve, Look, look down he

wxelaimed the Ghost,

though the plump sister tried §
wromatic vinegar: his example
followed.

1 was only going 1o geF,”
nephew, “that the sonzequence of his taking
dislike to us, and not waking merey with us
ad | think, that he loses some pleas
menty, which coulit do Bin ng hurm.
he loses plersanter companions (a
in his own thoughts, either in his moul
office, or dugty chambars, 1 meau to
Ll she same chance ey Fear, whether
likes it or nob, for I pity hine.  He wmuy el at
Christmas till ke dies, but e con't help tsink-
og Detter of it—1 defy lim—if he fuds me go-
ing there, in good e yea
suying Uncle Sorocge ou? I it enly
put him in the vein to leave his” poor clerk ffty
Ejo_\;nds,a-’mz'a comething | and T think 1 shook

m yeaterduy, '

I was their turn to laugh now, and the notion
of his ghuking Berooge, Bul being Lhcmug]h
%_-;uud-nm:nred, and ot much earing what th
luughed t, sothat they laughed at any rat
encournged themin their merriment, pnd pass
the bottle joyously.

After tes, they bad some musie,
were & musical family, and knew what they
were about, when they sung m glee ov catch, [
can assure you: especially Topper, who could
growl away in the base like a goad one, amd
never gwell the large veinsin his forehead, or
get ved in the fuce overit. Horooge's miece
played well upon the harp; and played among
other tones & simpla litt)e air (5 mers noth
you might learn to whistle it in two minute:,)
which had been familiar to the ebild who fetehed
Beraoge from the boarding sehuel, as he had
becn reminded by the Ghost of Cheistmas Past,
When this strain of wusic scunded, all the
things that Ghost had whown him, came upon
his mind: he softensd more and more; and
thought that if he could have listened duit

For they

epade that buried Jacoh Marley,
But they didu't devote the wi
music, Afler u while they plug
for iL s good to be children
never better than at Christm:
Founder was n echild ki
witd firkt & game u 1
there wee.  And [
really blind than I i
hoote, My opinion is, that it wis a dons thi
between him and Sorcope's nephew ; and
ihost of Christmas Present knew it, The

tha Gh
way ha went after the plump seter in the
tucker, was Ao ontrage on the ceed:
man nature,  Huoocking down the
tumbling over tho ehuirs,
the plano, s
taing, whers
alwiys knew where the plump
wouldn't catch anyhody else,
up agninst him, g3 sp
there, he would he
ing to selze you, which
uffront to your understanding |
atantly have e off in the dir
lump sister, Hhe of i
nir; und it really w
he cenght lisr; whe: spite
rusthings, and her rapid Butterin
her into u covner whe
cape; then his condoct was the o
For hispretending not to know her ; b
ing that it was necessary to touch
dress, wnd further o nsstre himself o den-
tity by pressing woeertsin ving upon hee finger,
and u certain chein upen her neck :
monstrous!  No deubt she told
of it, *when, anather Windman
they were so very eontidentinl tog,
the curtai
Bervoge's nieca was not oue of
Tufl party, bot wos wade oo
furge chaiv nnd faotstoclin
(#wst and Bervoge we
ehe joined in the forf
admivation with alb the 3
t.  Likewise ai the game of How, W1
re, she war yery great, and to the
voge's mephew, beut her sister
they were sharp pirls to
could have fold you. There m
Ii"uun; and old, but t
played, und g0 did Beroage; for, wholly
ting the inlerest he had in what was Eoing ou
that hie voice made no s in their ears, he
somelimes eame gut with z
and very often guesed right, too
st needle, best Whiteohnpel wa
in the e¥e, waz m .

T blind mon's
( Ble with o
eorner, whara

T.

o b,
o to find him in
+ 0 up with saeh faver

that he begged like & boy 1o be al
until the puests departad.  Butt
said could not be done

lere’s & new game

bl hour, Bpirit, only ane
Tiwes & game cillw
Zorooge's nephew had to i
ibe vest wust find ous what only answ 4
to their questions yes or no, us the case was

The v of guestioning to whioh he was
expased, elicited from him that e was thinking
of u live animal, rather a dissgresable anims)
4 zavage snimal, an snlmel that gre il
grunted sometimes, and talkad somet and

Tived in Loodon, wok walked sbout the
el wasn't made o show of, and wasn't |
anybody, snd didu't live in & mepngerie, und
was never killed in s market, snd was nol a
horse, oran ass, or a cow, or & bull, or a
or a dog, o & pig, oF u cat, ora he; L.
fresh question 1Rt wed pub to hin, this nephew
burst into a fresh roar of laughter; sod was
&0 inexpressibly tokled, that he wos abliged to
get up off of the sofi und stamp. At last the
plump sister, falling into s similar state, cried
out 1

“I have found it out!
Fred! I kpow what it is!™

“ What ds it? " cried Fred,

Y 1s your Unele Scro-o-o-

Which it gertainly was,  Admirstion was the
uuiveraal sentiment, though sowe objected that

& reply to ©“ls it a bear /' cught to huve been
“¥es;” inammuch s 4n unswer in the pegative
wag sufficient 1o heve diverted iheir thoughts
from Mr. Eerooge, supposing they had ever had
any tendenecy that way.

¢ Ha has given us plenty of merriment, 1 am
sure," sald Frcd, “und it would be gpgrutefal

Hero isaglisg of mull-

1 Enow what it is,

1 say * Uncle Serooge? ™ e -
"{7211'. Unclo Berooge 1 they cried,:
A Merry Christmas and o, happy N’ew Year
to the old man, whatever he is" said Borooge's

suid Serooge's | 4

B Linis, o
fage, had

il gut mennein,

1 b
e

nre Man
o them,

o
i
Deny it!" eried the
bawd towsrd the

) ¥
Berooge.
“Are there no pris

“Ara ther

aften, yours age, he might huve oultivated the |
kindness of 1ife for his own happiness with his |
own Lands, without vesorting to the sexton's | prosched

e evening to | througl w
it forfeits, | seatter |

hen
hent down upen

*You nre
tiings that L

much that i
he found ths

o
is

see nuthing but a gpe
beap of black.
“rhost of

waril= him,
its deess, w

d

1 dop

man
af’ b
Y D
b
large chin, yo
Company, perhay
That’s ull 1 kuow

"

laugh,
“it's likely to baa

bady W go b
purty and volunteer

observed th
uis mise.
Anather laugh.

= Well, T s the
Jou, after all", said

L come to think of it,

Bpeakers und li

mephew, * He wonldp't take it from me, but

mixed with other’ 4

muy ha liave it, nover thel i,

L ofi in the breath of the last word Bp
Lis nephew; nnd he and the Spirit we

they siw, and fir they went, ni
wisited, but aiways with

il on foreign lands, o
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