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Sp.ech of lir. F. D. Conrad,

OF EAST BATON R'O!rE, d

On Ithe Ine..tton of apportiontncnt of Repre- tl
sentathon according to the totat popula- U
tion of the State, dthevered in the Convert. d
Ltin n.esembled to frame the prr., Consth- a
tution of Louisiana.
MR. PREsIDENT: 1 rise with much reluetanee, i

to take any share in this discussiot, having de-
clared my intention not to do su When the
honorable, judicious, right minded, and patri. -
itic Chairman of the Committee., (Judge Guion) ti
whlo reported the measure now before the tl
Conventisn, requested me this morning to take n
part in the delate, I repeated to him what I1
stated yesterday-that I deemed it by no means
necessary, as I was sure the measure would be
carried with almost unanimity. Mr President,
I had the strongest reasons, for coming to this t
torclusion. At the very commencement of the
session of this Convention, I fo; esaw that the
proposition now before us was to be the cause of
muclh interest, and possibly of disturbing ce- t
citement.

At my instance, the discussion of it was twice
postponed and referred to a Committee. Of this
delay I have availed myself andl endeavored to
arrive at the opinions of members, and to bring
about a harmony and compromise of opinions.-
The subject which has given rise to all the diffi-
culty, is the apprehension of a majority of the s
tnember oif this Convention, that the city
wouldl ultimately engross too large a share of
power in the lower (House of the Legislature--
that as things now stand, the city would at the
next apportionment be entitled to thirty-five
Representatives. and that the progression would
go on rapidly increasing; and that if the in-
orcoaoe ,lid not prove as rapid as was aplprehen- t
ded, so as in the end to absorb the numerical
power of the House. yet such will be the effect of
a body of men operating with a united will alnd
counsels, against a larger body, distr^tisl by
the effect of sectional jealuosies and discor.
dant views and interests-that in any event the
recult would be, that the city could at any time
carry a favorite measure against any effort
of the divided representation of the country.
Thi- MIr. President, is a brief statement of the
lifficulty arising from the question.

Two measures have been proposed, to bring
about the desired balance in the power of the
Legislature. One was the basis of absolute and
'lefined restriction, and the other was that of
total population. Those who favored the re-
:trirtive plan, were for restraining the city to
a representation, not to exceel twenty-five mem-
bhoe. Duocg the delay which has occurred, I
have taken msuch pains to as'' trtain the siews -f
:iermaers, alt I Lave found but few out of the
city who were not of opinion that the one or the
.. ther of these bases ought to 1et adop~ed. A
majority of the members, and myselff, Mr. Pres-
ilcuit, among the number, preferred the Lasi- of
i~,ta: populatio n. as being lcax arbitrary and f'-

ten-;:r in it
0

.chLrracter, particularly, as o e

le.-sn, that tie basis of total restriction was one
highly offensive to the people of the city, who:e
feelings we were anxious to consult. A great
fuI has been made about a eertin meeting

ewhic:, took place in this building in relation to
'his su-i.-et, and which has been termel a cau-
:cu. 0a ii it were :. party affair. I am not

ashamed of having been one of that meeting;
.i•i a0, Mr President, 1 was not un 'or any in-
jui ti,,n of secrecy, I am not unwilling that its
loc.ls should be published. It is true. 'Mr.
Presidept. that the members from tha city were
not invited to attend that meeting, because we
learned that they would listen to no c.opro-
Ilise They were inflexible-they wouldl have
inone but the plret et basis. The country were
i- ldetertlinicI that the present basis lshould te

,lchalngd T'hat meeting, composed of htith the

i: i l, i parti, 311Mr 'residle t, after full ai i
iu J,"lritioin. came to the conclueion that it

"a". the interest of the whole State that the

principle of total population should be the basis
Jf its representation in the lower House. as it
was by the C 'nstitution of 1d45 the basis of its
repreentiation in the Senate The meeting was
large, and there was but oneditsenting voice. The
only conflict of opinion which manifested it-elf at
the meeting, arose from a portion of the members
conttending that the basis of total population

,toull not provide a sufficient limit to the f.lt
grt.,wing and overshadowing power of the city.

in the Legislature of the State. Now. I would
ask. hIr. President. if this statement of all the
foots antd circumstances of the case did not jus-
titfy the expectation that. front the country Ir-
tion 'of this body at least, little or no opposition

to , lie liaole to the article now under di-,-

itn. But what. dMr. President, do we beholdl
Gentlcinen who apparently had just given their
assentt to the measure, are now its opponents;
tand hlowing off steam as if it had been pent up

there for weeks, whereas it can not be longer
than a few hours that it has been generating-
these few hours have produced a wonderful re-
volution. The indignation which is now so ve-
hemently poured out against this measure was,
hut a few short hours ago, as strenuously de-
monstrated in the opposite direction. Gentle-

Cmen have performed a complete somerset. The
warlmest friends of the measure have become its
bitterest foes. Mr. President, I must be ex-
cuoed if I avoid all attempt at answering the
arguments of gentemen so unsteady in their
course. Opinions so recently formod, under

'uch circumstances, are entitled to little weight,
however respectable the sources from which
they proceed. (tentlemen have denounced this
-measure as novel. undemocratic andl at erious
but isucl, denunciations prodluce no effect upon

L iy conviction, tiannifesting, as they lh,, ouch

astoinishiugi ignorance if ficts, :ind exhibiting.
iLt they ido, so little evidence if rcfleetion Why,
'a-n gentlemen have read the Conititution of
tilhe Inite:L State-s In dlerision tiey denmi-
inte this the negro r aoi-, as if it were fi)t the
timc Ilsii, deliberately reengnizedl ill thle Con-
stitutiot, tlitt thrm, tile compact lhotling to-

igetl,er uor glorious Union. Are gentlemsn un-
cotnciousily taking sides with the Abolitionists ?
Are th y seriously repudliating that principle of
tlhuC-a-i,,iitioni f thie Unitedl Stated, which ir,.-
,,ii.,-the main security th theli indelpenlence
aI.- 'aflty orhe d,tuthern States-- a principle

L which was intro luced into our nitional t'insti-
,ttin. flor the litrpo'. of protecting the Sutih-
oru States trom the preponderating power
which hle dense white population of the nn-

olaseholding States would confer upon themn Wao
it not to achieve the•e great ende that the prn-
ciple which they are pleased to term the negro
iuJi, was introduced int, that imntortal com-

ipac
t 

And is it ut upon the same principle
that we are now endeavoring to introdluce it
iute iur State Constitution, foir the purpose oi
iioteetaig the country from the undue, inordi-
unter, disturbing and highly dangerous power
uf ilthe large and fast increasing white pop.

ulation of the city, . conetrastedl with thi
s sparse white population of the country Why

gentlemen cannot have read the Constitution ot

their own State, adopted in 1845, where thu
- rinciple of total! population wos adopted ani

a '- xlc'.: i' all its length and breadhi as cni
*. Ci ucs;iu 4IOt'5 L itto gijtgaesoUtatLsl i ik aPis

ate. And that, IMr. President, was a .l- i
tie convention, and democrats brought forward Pe
and enacted that basis, then, as they are sup- tw

porting it now. Gentlemen may, if they please, IIa
denominate the principle as attroeioua ; I think Of
they lut exhibit their irnoranee of the hi-rory gr
of their country in thus itigmatising it as in- pm
democratic and novel. But, Mr. President, I re

am not t-, credulous as to believe that my intel- th

ligent colleagues, seriously entertain such on
etrange sentimc.nts We, in this building know thi

.how to discriminate between opinions serio9!ly an
entert.intl. au I the m r,- bending to Buncmb up
influences. It ias been very vehemently assertedl as
that this basis places tie negro on a footing with an
the white man. :, absurd an allegation does rye

not merit serious notice, were it not pro- cal
tably intended as the commencement of a 'tr
system of tactics, to be employed at the po
hallot box, which is to decide the fate at
of the iLentitut;-,n that we are about to present it
to the con-itderati,,n of the people; when and ti
where, we will findl that the atburd anId ,Tphisti- ci-

cal, allegation will be so amendled and improved wh
as to taaiut.iin that the Con titution gives to as
the mnater a vote for every slave he ownsa and ge
there may tg many ignorant people unwary rc
and credullus enough to be '•pedI by such non- esv
sense, but the mass of the people will be too Ifa
shrewd and intelligent to be thus mystified by h
arguments more befitting demagogues, than the Si:

intelligent and patriotic gentlemen who have th

addressed them to this body. The people will les

see that the Constitution, in adopting this basis, th
only r,'gaoids the negro as property, in the same el
manner that they do a horse, a cow, a house, or w
it tract at lawl, anl that they have made this ci

species of prc.i,.l' ty eubiervient to the purposes w
of securing :in titlgort.nt elemcen' in govern. er
Ient, to preserve a prlper balance in the deli- Ii
cate and complieated machinery of legislation : sl
that so ftr from magnifying, and elevating the

negro, it plitces himb in the category which is in
deemed the most degraded. It constitutes him te

property, and keeps him in a peosition where, at
under our institutions, it is intended he should ti
ie kept-a circumstance which has ocrcasined td
the loudest anathemas of the abolitionists, with :n

whom gentlemen, by their inconi lerate course, e
are unconsciouly siding. S

But, Mr. President, I will refrain from the p

further notice of arguments which pIernaps were n
never seriously advanced, to notiae such as are i
apparently the off-lpring of sincere c-uviction: to

and, in doing so, I shall give no heed to those a
rcnownoict nx.l talismanic words under whose

1 o:ent influence so much folly, ciy, -- much
mischief has been perpetrated Tl. i-odly has h

no need of the words democrat and whbig, nor p

-hall I regard with the least respect the clap- a
trap jargon of Young America. Progress, Behind I

the Age, L1t F.ogy, etc. they are the unmeaning l

phrases of i Ignorance, I'reu l ,ilain and Dema- .
goguioem-only uuitable for the einitter purposes s
of -tump orators. I must do the delegation from I

the city the ju-tiich to admit. that they have in- t

,lulged in no atrains of sentimiental horror against c
a principle, which for upo ards of six:y years, has
been iecognizel in our Nat:ouul Cenooitutln, t

and been deemed the palladium Cf Southern 1
rights and iiberties; nor have they placed thems.
selves in the mortifying paoason of pleadiug Ig-
norance of the existence for some years past, of
the same principle in our State Convention.

_No, ,Mr. President they have met the question,
if net in a sound. at least in an argumentative

manuer. They have marched up to the ques-
tion manfully-they have seized the bull by the

' horns, and a portion of them, in the fairest
manner, wcet the true issue. They do not pre-
e tend that the doctrine is one of novelty, or anti-

e democratic, for they admit that it is a price-

ple recogn:zed in the C.stitution of 1845, con-
cocted by a dlem-cratic t(eavention. They can-

didly a-tmit, that it only in,- lve. a question ,t

restricticn 'lhey c-ncede that the ,:iy should

,e re-i t-te,' t or it, b , ier, I : ntin'Tinthtit the

princllle- ,-t r--stri-ci-,n lii, brn -ahicicntly se-
cured- by the intentieoa of this Convtcntion t . re-I

enact the article of the last C.onstitution, which I
adopts the basis of total population upon which
tto constitute the Seunate. To these gentlemen
s and to their arguments, it ismy ldesire to render

s every justice The true io.ue, then, i-. is it ex-
e pcidicnt to tolpt thi- I-si- fr the House of HIi,--

t resentativets The city ,delegaticn say no, n: it
5 would be giring the city too small a ,hare of

1 legislative power. The country delegation, or n
t laige majority of them, maintain. on the other

hand. that this restriction or limitation of power,
I is absolutely necessary. not only to fix i salutary
liumit to the 'liat iucre.tling power of the city,

but in order t, lo dge legislative power ii a quar-
ter where it would be less liable to atbuse.
to wit : in the haIns of the agricultural portion

Sof the State. It h:tie ern urged very ingenioi--

ly, but very fallciou-ly, I Mr lt'rlesdent, that
r this article, providing the total population b-aoi,

is contradictory to the article which priovide.,
P that re,reventaltion shall be equtaland uniform:
r but thoso who argue thul have tforgotten, that

-neither of these articles have been enacted-
- they are under discussion, nuil when they shall

both be enacted, as they promise to be. the en-
actment will amount to this, that representation
shall be equal and uniform, except so tfar as it is

-qualified by theho'is of total ltaplation: and cer-
e tainly th e proviisioi will contaiunocontra-
a diction. It w ll ite clearly the same as the enact-

- melt of the article wteth ia qualifying proviso.
C But, gentlenm n -ay that it is novel and unhear-.
r of to proa,-le thei e kind of checks in the urgani-

-r zatiion of the prpular branch of a Legislature.
t, I admit that it I aI general I rincipe,. togo into

h the Senate for the purl, ,c of protectring minri-is1 tie,..r to check the d.,gnI'ous power ,, sections

,r particular inte" r ts Dut, every ulef'ul check
n whicih oh oraocterizet cur Sient.lte is alot to be

i deitroye, and none ort•rs to io -ubstituted

There is ncew no diffeirence boitwcen thie Senite
i and the Il-u-'i The ocimlness of lthe Senato-

of ri:l Di- tricts, together with importout innova-

I cionc chieh hlave hobeen made in th- rconstructionl
iof the Senatoriai l Lldy, leave ni nlateriol differ-

1- nce in the tcharacter of the two Houses, xctipt

wI at cintits in tw be lice. naowtabling in two

" diticeent roetas, in thi- huIil-ling, There is suly
I, one exceptiuon, thie basis of total populuation upon

of which the Senatr is a -ed I aihliithi tcisti h, a
" valuatle c-heii .iutit isl a ffrom be aing- a acien:

le We ha h. eard i con br.utiftl dee!amat:.ai

e-agomt ritOr.iii,.o- and thlte who thue de-
a- al I,.. seem never n their lives to have read a
er t.onitltutioin One, i listening to all these out-

pouring, would fancy himself in an Au trian
aassembly, or some other ronvecatlon, utterly
n ignorant of regulatei libelty. a_ rendered s- ta-

ro ble, practical, and permanent, by cnsititurianal
n- principles He would scearcely ttUlTlsoe hinil t
le iIn an American bio.y, relprseulting aU conUtiu-

it ency who, and wo- e alce r, hae e-a, av o lung
ot understood iand practically iapplreciate I the

li- principles of regublted anc- etnititutional libar-

cr ty and government Why, sir, what is a C--n-

p- stitution but a public inistrument, enoeting rc-
he strietione upon the different departments of

y / government; and where is thie principle which

oPf forbids uc from placing that restrtiotn, or
ie check, where it would best achieve the object of
nd I gocd statesmtanship. GCentlemen might as well

-.- I denotuc an restihecom•o, the exorbitaun acil

-ic- uudsiacIt3r~L; poser. la~d~sici rCo. aali~r,~ sic-

Ir t . Whae would be thoeght af a s

Scomplaining that the id
two Senator frrs`lYe1001 llf of iiiiiLb
Island, had carried some messdre i4f 9 ia
of the United States against the interest of the

great State of NewYork, should denounce the th
power of that little :ate, and propese as.s
remedy, to give NewYork thirty-six Senators in S
the Senate of the United Stateal What would
our lemocratic friends think of our abulishin~ -

the Executive reto, and thus destroy this great 1
and as they deem, this indispensable restriction, s
upon legislative power Why, sir, I can take fj)
any Constitution of the States of this Union ar
and point' out innumerable clauses, containing es
r,-strietions as palpable as the one which is now th
callel, and opprobriously denoun"ed, as a re- of
Strction Sir, this Convention has the plenary e
power of adopting any principle, of conferring mn
any power, of providing any restriction, which Kg
it deems for the interest of the State to be in. -S
ti oduced into the Constitution, and in the exer - .1;
ci'e of this power it is its duty to look to the th
whole State and every part of the State, and in Bu
a spiret ofpatriotism, eompromise and concession, no
guided by the maxims of experience and mode- on
ration, provic'e for and protect the interests of ,
every portion, andl all classes of the State, and as e
far as practicable, provide a just, durable and he
harmonious government for the whole State. to
Sir, the people of the country, by which I mean of
the whole State, outside of the city of New Or- ci
lerns, the agricultural portions of the State, p,
the farmers, planters, mechanics and working
classes of the country will never he satisfied ti
with the existing and increasing power of the es
city in the Legislature of the State; a power at
which promises to Le overwhelming. This pow- vc
er not only consists in her numerical vote in the it
House, which of itself pronises to absorb the ab- pi
solne voting power of the house : but sir, added ,

this, will he the moral power of her repre- d,
sentation, acting with the energy :hat a tunio-
ted will confers on a body, operating against R
others, distractei hy the jealousies of conflic- m

ting interests, real or supposed. Add to this
the power of the city press, and the unity and T

nmmediate action of the city population, on rn

every subject of public interest, and you will

find introduced into the 'Legislature, a moral ol
power from the city which will be overwhelm- el
ning; and which if added to the prospective nu. t
merical vote of her delegation. will leave an al-

tcrative to the country hot unresisting neb- g
oission to the Legislative will of the city, when.
ever she sees fit to exercise the power. 3Mr.

Pro iint, from c .: knowledge of the human
heart:-its velflthness, and the workings of its w
passions, and from the history of mankind-we c
are taught that exorbitant power, wherever I
lodged, from the probability of its abuse, is high-

ly dangerous; but when lodged in the hands of r
numrbers,which act together in the comparatively t
samll -pace of a large city, the power can te
brought so speedily, energetically, and effec-
t;rely into action, as to be irresistible, if not

counteracted by the moral effect of a dense. an I

intelligent country population, or by some con-
tracting wheel in the machinery of Government
I think, Mr. President, that the history of the
world equally proaes that no country has been
successfully governed, when the predominating

if power of the government, has not been placed
i. in the hands of the farmers and planters, and

1, the other working classes of the country portion
"e of the State This is the numerouu, the great, the

r- 'one and sinew interest of the St-ite. In proofof

te this proposition, let us rort ta, the experience of
at IHistory. Let us recur to tome of the features

t- of ancient governments; let us refer to those

i- the most renowned. the most highly civilize--
I- to those waSs usu . a-.z..e ,., .,i;,. , .- ,i
1- ments of taste---whrre Literature and the arts

,- 'f Poetry, and Eloquence, and some of the prin-

I ciples of geu P,-lily. have renlertI them ia-
lIo, lrt l -- th.li. -vernutents of Athens. aL11 of

1 C:l --,,: tho• RInm, which einuerre I upo n h,
ot-ized world the inli resiabl, and ins a-
I,bl boon of the bh=t I. ;i pouity with whitf is

has ever yet been blessed. But 0,ll the sta,e_- -h man ever point to the po!itic ii gouv_"nmeat
n these renowned States as models for imitation

-r n ill their admiration ever be excited by the tur-

bulent, haughty, conquering, tyrannical char-
i-tter -of their administration, when it passed

t the limits of their municipal walls : The legal
,f tlity .f Rome doubtlessly blessed an immense

a mloire, throughout its whole extent ; but that
r empire, outolde the walls of the renowned city.

r, haid a," due share in the polrtical power of the
y State The influence of the agricultural portion

of the State-of the tillers of the soil-was not
felt. that main conservative element of good
gavel nouent was wantin-- Politically, it was a

n •ud government Let un. Mr President. in pur-
suit of milre familiar illustrations recur to the

tt hi tory of more modern times Let us take the
-example of modern France: What a solemn
:s:d instructive lesson does it not afford' what
might not u-nw have been unfortunate Fr ace.

it p/!'tcally, but for the political sway for half a
- century pa t, of the city of Paris, in every effrt
1 at political progress anal regeneration made by '

1- that great and glorious people o The balance

n of France -rural, agricultural France-has
is ever been annihilated. Even when they seemed

to possess power, they had it not. Paris either
Sdestroyed, or directed as she pleased, their influ-
Seue in the State. In matters of Taste, Science, I
Fashion and Government, Paris is, and ever has
Sbeen, France. Anl what has been the result-1- I whial s the present aspect of that agitated and

e. I i:-ult" i people ' Let her present position consti-
to tte the un-w. l•uring the name of a Republic, I

i- te groans under a pracieal desputism, ahout,
1a proba lly, to toermiutiioii i: ail :ctual and acknowl-
k edgel one. But tt may hbe Iquired, has not Lont
e don the same oway in England I answer, no:i

t. iIl f ,r tlhe reason,that the political power of Eng- I

te lalduntlike what exists in Francais hldged in ag-

- rlcult iral halndtl: and this has teen acieried bh -

- the legitlative power of the House of Lort-, wh'o
n are all ngriculturisi--by the csonstitut:i. of

lth i e-use of Commons itself, a majority of
t whlm It.re ngriculturi:o.-hyl tile law of prim.,-

ao geniture, which only aptIslitt to Iude-i property,

ly ola by the ,lifizulties thlrouwn by the laws o
ou that cetotry, arouud the al:suntiou of lanudedi

a I propertly. The agriculturists of England, throughi
: tihe operation of these causoco, poscost the !-re-
i louminating legislativc pou-r eof the State. But,

- hIt Preodlent, let u0 dcoend frum these distant
le- and rlaths r loc 1ty citations, and look tor our ex-

a olup-'- to tho plseri.n•i, of cauo-e- in the history
-cf State gvcornod by ?sl tem5s. mre c.ongecii:s-

in t tour tao .and oir poh!ic:l philosophy; albeit,
ly Iour State-men have never been ashaiP d to re-

oa- ogu, t gu, princlsi ev cen if round in the
sal [ lthty tOf 'ohnarchical England. But sir, I prefer,

it wIt oro the osame trinciple can be found, to cite it

u- in thet suetessful ltitory of a tiRepublie. Iprefer
Ui bieholdinglg its operation in tile march of the

he grat uModel 3hd:rn Republic. It brings one
r- ne.arer home ti, the practical operation of the

n- principle, in Stats entirely analogous to our
r- owa 1 refer to the States constituting our own

of beltved country.
ch In every State in this Union, except the State

or of Louisiana, the legislative power of the State
of rets permanently and securely in the hands of

eli the planters, and farmers, aor working elaes-.

slt fthlecsuat:ypurtitn of tthe Staoe I- sek i
3Liii tksdlI existS a issace Odi L II. 'Yual 5 i-tsse iis

tive east geelear
the hands of the agriwiturate. ..
mary of the ecusy. I will cite atel

of the em aep of the y leege

Ssteve, tne ot d yna .olsMa iN
which repomnte teit epemswe *,b
Staten. And bs S ot ut
city of aNewYork,
tio n of th e g r ea t ele e .r v
ldelphia, reltitve,
yivapie. The denae

their large cities.
Well, Mr. President, let as a

States south of the Potomao-tiet
octea, and whatdo we behold hre? i
,r.y danger in this respect, except br ti
I .r State of Louioiat•? The largetatlWSg
Si thers States, wIet the esepdn of I'
Orlea.e, even with every preseet tnoau ,
are scarcely of populous dimraie seidipt•
excite appreheau in this respe ll
the large white, votiig..&lq• iu
of the State of Virgitl to far fre S • ~l *
ent or prospective in*ueee of t *I 4 -.
mond : or that of Carolina froe ChbaJess, at
Kentucky from Louiswille, or Abmr• ie
M,,bile? Tolook as the endmtbetheglep.
alation of Maryland, one would haew IA ir
that Maryland need have as hatr as
But the agricultural people of Merul0t
not to think. They entertaining a It
on this subject, against the city of in-
took (as I am just advised by ome of up Al-
leaguse) eare to provide agalins the appe-
hended evil, by ample provision is their Csmal
tatton--not, Mr. Preside$, by the pelssipml
of total population, but by one, deemed by
city friends far more objeutlsa•le-by tie e•*
pecient of abeolute restrtetiaa.

Now, Mr P-eidemt, let lo eisk h p tw -
tion of our own State. Let gntlme east ir
eyes upon the ceneso of our poptlett. a edt
at the relative population of the kity, and the
country pertion of the State. Do they not in
the contemplation, find cansafor the livel••t ap-
prehension. Do they not perceive that at the
next apportionment, New Orleant wit. in-
'ter the exist•:g basis, have probably thIrt-t4e
member* out of ninety-eight of the oros of
IRenresentat:v:cs; anI that in fifteen yars the
may have fifty-l!•: aesorbing the wheoma-
meitic 1 powror of the House of RepresentaqC '
Then, Mr. President, let them refdet that the
'roc'-ent City is not only the commercial e•pi-

t0! of Leouiviana. but the cotmercial emporium
of 3lozen rther States-many of them non-
alaveholding S'ote.. If not yet metiUd, let
them earry their contemplation still farther,
onl behold the great future-the prospective

grandeur of this favored city. Her singular
and unparalelled poeition in the world-t- the

ipresent condition of that world-central to the
whole commerce of the globe, as borne a the
waters of the Atlantic and Pacife-es pio-
ceeliog from Europe, or from Asia-and be.
l.abral, r and the broad North, to Terra del

Fuego in the two Americas. Are oaL -
men not alarmed at this ag s$ of
S the city in monetary, commercial, ai o l
, e trength, at this wonderfully situat~ d etiaisr-

'ial capital Think they not, that fromnthiaa-
t0 paralleled array ,f power which awaits the

.city, that polit:cally, NewOrleans will be Lou-
Sisiana-Louisiana, governing and controllirs.t

the pleases, the destinies of the State ? If such
eare not their conclusions, then do e 0t.e a

n widely different view of this mom•neio ea4L-

n tion. Such, at all events, are the feears ttb
il untry. • I to preserve a proper balance of

ol lcgielative power in agricultural hands, they
0n have prop aed this basis of total opolation;
he which pr•cn:ts to the city the prospect of•

alt gradually increasing, and fair share of reptset-

of tltion in the Legislature. If the city declinthl
eo !,copos•tion, she will be forced to aoeeptthe•d

ze o.tive of direct restriction, greatly limiting, in

tan arbitrary manner, and without a prinaple,
I.r o rF.•tw.4ou lu tm •,pyii , • iig_--

tI ltis proposition the city delegation have deelaed
n- their utter aLhorrence. I earnestly hope that

- entlemen will take a calmer view of this great

Of tuestion, and consider the article, as ne of
• " teacary expediency tg effect a great object of

o00d government for the whole State, for the
Sty}. as well as f-r the country. Mr. President,

I con make due allowance for the Menaibilitie of
Seutiemen Irom the city, in the disaIonuof
this excit.ng topic. I therefore, patietly anad

r- without temper, submit to the impugument of

r- motives directed to the supporters of this propo-
ed saction. My motives are matters of revision by

al my own conscienee and the judgment of my con-
tiJe tituents. I came into hi boy ttally free
tt from expectations, or hope, or deraelf eay. the
' smailest uolitical preftrment; end a gmei

ue end condling constituency.~how me- IQ be

tn that position; and whatever may b1 fii •itt clsentes, I feel assured that they, at I• e•i

"d never impugn the uprightness and patrSl of
o my motives. We have been charged, Mr. Fee
i Jdeot, with entertaining unfriendly pr•dldioe

he to the city. I, for one, am not aware of the -
he itence of the slightest gree of such a haeleg

Un The happiest portions ofmy life have been spet
t i ttt c'ty. It was there that I straaged

'e, ttrotgh prerty to competency. It is there

that abide many old and valued friends-there
t Ire clastered my earliest, and moat cheri-hed
y , :niaociations.
ce Mr. Prcsident, my bosom swells with natural

ns pride at the c utemplationof thefuturedestiny
d of this great co. mercial capital of my State, and

re tf the preat Southwest-and no Louisianiam ean
ever f-rget that the history of his country ra-
SI cord on its brightest page, the glorifnas bttlas
New Orleans, mainly achieved by the gullatey
-of her fearless sons Mr. President, one •ert
i moment and I have done Why have my cl-

, ,,gues of the smaile: parishes eo saddetly
]i ned in this clamor against their enatr

afracuds Cder no posible bait, w-hethar

1-i electoral, mirxed 
o

r othlt 'ire. en they hope for
' • ny increase, or fear any diminutao of eir1•--
;O gielative power. By what strIags hord of

" I sympathy, then. have they taken side again• t
g" I their ',unti friend, whose views, the•,•ua•
'o ereiy,, lare mcderate, just anl patrdiea On

to 'Ji " le, 3cr Preaidcnt. Why thii adde• t
of I Real anI wrmthJ in opCposicion to us, fromth•-
of who wer-e I:!y sa; f.rious on the other ida ?

"' v. fritol fr,-" C!,~o..-ea, Mlr. Sanndidg, how

' will l. expllai c ::c su I1ten eomersett he who so
0o lat :ly in our com.itte, so vehemently urged the
ei adIoption ef this principle of total popolation as
l ne tlec iary to the very ealvatiou of the State.

e- Why, n.)ow. hc galoantly bhtb the van iagalntIt ,ui . AI I hove to complain of ic, that thes
int gentlemen have not exertel the charity ,nd
x- i penetrctiin to perceive that

, 
it' we have not •.-

r gifted with a ••iddecn ficulty of sagaolty w
th-mnselo• e, e have at least more suceai ly

t ma•itatined our econtaxncy and our conrsstee
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