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«4otic Chnirman of the Committee, (Judge Guion)
whio' reported the measnre mow hefore the
| Conventisy, requested me this morning to take

'[".“'ulll"l B,

| mueh inter

e e ettt r——r—
DAILY CRESCENT.
S
Bpeech of Mr. F. D.Conrad,
OF EAST BATON ROVGE,

O the grestion of npportionmend af J’le,vrp
sentation according fo the totel popula-
tion uf the State, defivered in the Canven-
tion gssembled to frame the present Consti-
tution of Lotsiana.

Ms. Presmest: §rise with mueh reluctames,
t0 tukie any shave in this discussion, having de-
clared my intemtign mot to do S0, When the
honarable, judiclous, right minded, nnd patri-

part in the debate, I repeatsd to him what1]
stated yesterday—that [ deemed it bF no means |
necessary. as 1 was sure the measure would be :
earried with almost unamimity, Mr President,

T hnd the strongest reasons, for coming to this
At the very commencement of the
Bl of this Conventi vasuw thet the
proposition now befare us was to be the eanse of
and posst hly of disturbing ex-

n, 1

citement.
At my insianes, the disgnssion of it was twice
peetpened nnd referred to o Comnittee.  OF thie

wrrive at the opinions of members, and to bring|
about o barmony and compromise of opinitns —
The subjeet which hns given rise to all the difi.

wemhers of this Convention, that the iy
wenll ultimately engross teo large o shave of
power in the lower House of the Legislatare—
thut ne things now stund, the ity would at the
next apportionment be entitled o thirty-five
Representatives, snd that the progression womld
o on ropidly increasing: wod that if the in.
vrense dil not prove us rapid a8 was apprehen.
ded, 80 05 in the end to absorh the numerioal
power of the House, yet such will be the cffect of
w body of men aperating with o united will spd |
nist o larger body, disteasted by
of sectional jenlucsies and discor-
5 and Interests—that in any event the
that the eity could at any time

ided regresemtution of the country,
i ident, i3 o brief statement of the
diffieully arising from the question.

Twoe measures have heen proposed, to hring |,
ahout the desived balance in the power of the
Legisluture. One was the basis of absolute and
tion, and the other was that of
totel populaticn. Thowe who favered the re.
strictive plan, wers for restraining the city to
o representation, not to excesd twent y-five mem.
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ar of (he!e ‘JD!L‘S uught to be pie
majority of the members, sud myself, Mr. Pres.

I o rI‘.I]aI]\. uk we
lesrn, that the lm-ueul'mut rested

highly offensive to the people of the ¢
feclings we were anxicus to consult,

A preat

fosr had been made whout a corisin mecting
took place in this building in relation 1o
liaa been termed a cau-

, soid wh
it were ¢
of inving been oue of
My President, | was not un'er any in-
reey, Iam notunw
be published. It

‘"'riunt. that the mtmm:l'! l'rqm t:r

el I.llll‘ the present Lnusi- sl
That meeting, composed of b
pearties, Mre President, ofter foll and
L : o the conclusion that
0 the whole Btate that th
of total populntion <hould he the busie
of ita represeutation in the lower Ilomse, nsit
by the € of 1845 the basis of ita
The meest 3

the meeting, arose from a portion of the m«:uber{-
g that the basis of total populaticn

would not provide a suffied limit to the fast
wing and overshadowing power of the e
glature of the Btate. Now. 1 wnn'.d._f
this

tity the expectation that,
[ this bady at least,
Wik tp b

tion o ttle or no oppo
now under
t what, Mr. President, ita we
who apparently had just given their
szont 19 the mensure, ave now ita opponents
ing off =leam a: it had been pent up
i wecks, whereas it can not be lenger
wfew hours that it hias been generating—
few hours have produced a wonderful ve-
m, The indignation which iz now 20 ve-
'ercm iy pouved out agninst this measare was.
but 4 few short hours ago, as streunousiy de-
monstrated v the opposite direction. Gontle- |
wen hiave perfarmed o eomplers somerset,  The
warmest riends of the measire have beoome it
bitterest foes, Mw, President, 1 must be es- |
ouzed i1 avoid all attempt ab asswering the
nrguments of gentemen s unstes lv in lh(\]l‘
course.  (pind 50 -Yeaently
sueh L.]'L'l'll'l.'lil ances, are entitled 1o Lttle weight,
¢ the spurces from which
'-ellt emen Lave dencuns ml this
nilemoeratic and ntroed
4 produse 1o effect
ing, a3 they o,
g ignorance of faets, and exhibiting,
le evidense of reflection
van gentlemen have vead the Constitution nlI
the Cnited Staiea? In derision they den
ante this the negra basis, as if it were oot

. that 2
glovious Union.  Ave genth R
king sides with the Ahgli
sy repudinting that j
onaf 1he 1'1.1iu l‘\[u'wl,whi

¥ ST

11 wae ol lrulu fug the 32
- the preponderating power
the dense white population of the non-
slaveholding States wonld confer upon them! Waz
i to achiave Fhede great ends that the prin

is it not upon the
that we are now

same principle
euvoring to introduce it
1uh State Constitution, for the parpose of
e ng the eountry from the undng, imerdi-
uate, disturbing and bighly dangerous power |
of the large and fst incressing white pop-
alation of the city, us eontrasted with the
aparee White population of the country, Why,
gentlemen cenaol have read the Constitution of
iieir own State, nriopted. in 1847, where the |
principle "1‘ totul population wae adopted, nnd |
all its lougth end hreadth ad oom- |

tatlun |

in tha Sewe

of their canntry.
democratic and noyel

ligent
HiTRnEe A nnml uth

mol marit

T EROED,
delay Ihave availed myself and endenvared to]
AFFUMENTS Mare tl\ﬁl ing demngo
Intelligent and patri

E s addressed them to this body, The peaple will
cnlty, is the apprehension of & majority of the|

Why, !.

| &

g
And um. I\lr President,

tis convention, and democrats brought Dawaro
nod enacted that basis, then, s they are sup-
porting iv now. Gentlesaen mag, if they pleass,
deaomioste the principle as attrosious; I think
it their ignerancs of the hiviory
stigmatiging it
President, I

Liey bt exhi

o thus

Bat, Mr.

collengues,

e mare beading to

were it

lably intended as the commencement of a
eystem of tactics, to ba employed
which fs to decide

ion that we areabont
derstion of the people ;
find that the absurd and

geutlemen

Bt the Constitution, o adepting

mRLOET l']nt they do a horee,
a tract of Jand, und that they have
{ property submervient to the
JI‘ BRCUrng on - imps
1nent, to Preserye o pr
caty nod o

;ru most degraded,

ar institations, 1t is Intended
which has
oudest annthemas of the nbolitic
m gentlemen, Uy their ined
aly alding,

t—fl CirrumsLanne

" t, 1 will refrain from the [power from the oiry which will be overwhelm- | giovey,
further notice of urgnments which peruaps were | ning ; and whieh if added to the prospestive nu.
never Eeriﬂ!ls]\':l-lwﬂnt!-},'.ll notige such as are | merieal vota of her f]-:!eg»r]cn will leave 1o al-
¥ ineer uviction | | terative t: the country hnt unresisting sab-
no hieed to those | mission to the Legv':nwe will of the city, when-
under whose | ever 5‘ne seas fit ta exercise the power. Mr.
Ay knuwledge of the human
chinf hus beon yperpeizated.  This hody has 1 the il of its

no need of the werds demeerst and

\us_ll 1 :egurd with the 1cn-l. respect the clap.

;_.mL) e._.l_mh far the siad
svators. [ must do the dels
nlmn tha 1h

bt ‘gmx-l i our
and boen decmed the ]_J!\l'l.\liluu.l u

righ

werionsly entertain wach
We, in this bailding know |t Lik
and as they deem, this indispensable restriction,
upon Jegisintive power ?
| Bay Conatitntion of the States of this Unien
| and point” out innumerable clanses, containing

a: Lo Lins heen very veliomently nasey ted
4 thenegro on a fouting with |
Ha atsurd on allegation does

nmenled and improved

& bo waintain that the Constitution gives to
master & vote for every alave he aw 3.4
people unwary

b:,' 'm"1. non-

.gup!. tham the

) B8 Properiy, in the same
%, & honse. ¢

tant element in govern.
per Lalanee in the
ented machinery of leg
rorn magnifying, ond elevating the
+4 him in the entegory which is
It eomstitutes him
him in n position wheve,

ale course,

nil liberties; noy hau'\: ey puu.ed thems
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1 at
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1
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who have

this hasis,

mude this
@ purposes
dell-

tionh ;

the | power of ad

sentation, acting with the suerg
ted will confera on a hedy, operating pgainst
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little Hinte, and propose nsse

Gie Exegutive veto, and thus destray this great

=

, sir, T oan take

rieticns a3 palpabie as the one which is now
, and opprobricusly descunced, as & re-
Bir, this Convention bas the plenary
ing any principle, of conferring

any power, of providing any restriction, which
it deews for the interest of the
Ium and | troduced jnto the Constitution, ao'l in the exer.

Htata o be in-

ies of this power it ia f13 duty ts leek to the

whole State nm‘l every part nf the Hiate, uni in

irit of g
sd by the maxima of experience and mode-

ration, provide fur and protect the interesta nf
every portion, and all elasses of the Stath. and as
far as practicable, provide a just, dursble and
harmonicus government for the whols Stata
Hir, the people of the eonntry. by which T mean

whole Btate, ontsids of the city of New Or-

lerns, the sgricultural portions of the State.
tlie farmers, planters, mechasics nnd workizg
classes of the country will never be satisfied
with the existing end inereasing power of the
city in the Legislature of the Hiate| n power
whi

promises to Lo overwhelming. This pow-

er not only consista in her numeﬂ:ai vnie m the
Houee, which of itzelf pro
salnin voting power of the House 3 hu

v, ndded
or Topre-

this, will be the moral power ..f

otliers, distracted by the jealonsies of conflie.

he ehould | ting intercets, resl or suppos Add o this
aeeasioned | the power of the city press, and the unlty and
18, with i ulation, oo

Whig , nor

Houthern

jact of public 1rtmﬂ and you will
God inteoduced into the‘Leglslature, o moral

passions, aud from the history of mankind—we
are taught that exorbitent power, wherever

lodged, from the prohability of its nhase, i= high-
1y dungorgus ;
numbers,which aot tage

#r in the comparstively

small spuce of a lorge city, the power can he
bronglt so speedily, energetically, and effec-

te, if o
n dense, an

¥ ioto action, a8 0 b iree
teraoted by the moral effact o

e
it
tracting wheel in the machinery of Government.

1 think, Mr. President, that the listary of the | are not their esnclusions, then da

of ihods
Island, had rurned #yime meautre inthe

of the United States ngnidst tha Interest of the
groat State of NewYork, should dencuncs the
power of that
rowwdy, to glve NowTork thirty -six Senators in
a1 nt =0 evedulons s to Leliove that my intel- | the Scnate of the United Statead What would
our demseratis friepds think of cur abolishing

ut when lodged in the hands of

gent conutry pepulation, or by some con-

.;r :!_m‘ "me thn gity of
which rey AN i
State. And i
city usu-‘I’wmm wwid of
tion of the grest State of
deiphin, relatively, to
eyivanig. The dense

L greai 8

the taat |

their Inege aities. :
Well, Mr, President, let us

Hiaten south of the Potomac—tha
stey, and whit dg we belicld here?
dntiger o this respect, except for the
1'ur Srate of Lonisine®* The large citiew
Hoathern States, with tus excepton of New
(risans, even with every prospest of incresss,
are seareely of prpulous dimensions sufcient te
axoite apprehension in this ﬂw
the large white, voting, dgri
of the Htate of Virginia to fear ﬁnhﬂ- -
ent oF prospactive influemce of thegity
mond ! o7 that of Careline from Chavleston, or
Hentocky from Loulsvills, or Alsbema from
Mabile! Tolook at the census of the white pop-
alation of Msryiand, one would have sppesed,
that Maryland need bave no faar on this
But the agrienlroral people of Marylead
not 50 think. They emteytaining & :L'
om this subjeet, against the city of
took (28 I am just advieed by one of my eel-
lenguee) ears to provide ageinst the appre-
hended evil, by ample provision in sheir Consti-
waton—not, Mr. President, by the principle
of total pepuletion, bar by ope, deemed by my
city friends far more ofjestionable—by the ex-
pesient of absolnte restriation
Now, Mr. President, Tet ns Jask wpoh the posi-
tiom of our own Biate. Lat gentlemen onst their
eves upon the census of onr popniation. Lodk
it the relative popnlation of the eity, and the
country poriion of the State, Do they mot in
the eonternplatlon, find causefor the livellest ap-
prehension. Do they not perceive that at the
apportionment, New Orleans will, un-
g bagls, have probubly thiviy-five
cP ninaty-sight of the House of
and that in fifteen years she
m».y have fifiy-~thns ansorking the wkakal—
feal power of the Houss of Reprossn
. Mr. President, et them reflect that the
ty is mot only the sommeretal sapi-
$31 of Loutslana, but tha commerelal emporinm
of 1 dazen sther States—many of them non-
g If mot yet satisfied, lot
.Hm "kl'r.‘j- r‘u.r contempintion still farther,

mext

e
i v
P

1 behold the great fature—the prospeetive
g—randenr of thiz favored city. Her singular
nnd unparalelied position in the werld—in the
present condivion of thot world—central 16 the
whole commerca of the globe, as borne om the
watera of the Atlantic and Pacifie—as pro-
ewimg from Envope, or from Asis-—nnd from
Labrador and the hroad North, to Terrs del
Faegn in the iwo Americss. Ave .ﬂﬂﬂ-
men nwot elarmed wt this
the city in moneiary, commaercial, and ml
rtrength, & wonderfully sitnatéd commer-
1* Think they not, that from thisan-
of power which awaits the
7. NewOUrleans wi'l bs Lou-
formngnnd unu-nlﬂl-l_.u
she pleases, the destinics of the State? I sch

world equelly proves that no ecuntry has heen widsly different vipw of thisg wmmluﬂ “-

welved in the moriifying of'p

Eig-

norance of the existence for some Yenrs pnr.t of

the same principle in our State
Mr. President 3

it notin & oseund
mnuuer,  The
tion manfully —they have seized the
horns, sand & portion of them, in
wanner, wet the true ismue,  They

tend that lhc domtrine i
demscratl they admit mul it

Couven

enhet the ar

Lo ponst
and to thelr argoments, it s my o
i then,

fsaue,

Lumnl. Uit this restriotion o limitatio
iz ah lure.} m

for to !winl]rt.mhln\. power iy uqun-
ter where would be less Hable to aluse
to wit ¢ in the kands agricnltural portion

‘the Ftate. Lt hnd been nrged v

hat

Iy

hr\g heen
agicn, and when

neither of (hese
they are under di
hoth be enacted

But, gentlen: it i# movel
of to provide thess kind of ¢
zation

1 onE power

But, every

: J

ave no mater

the pwo BT

.1'| 'lliu,!. Tl
of total popu
3 wdwis,

ignorane of yegulnted liberty. as

| Ble, pravtical. sud permanent |._~,-c-- &
cely suppo:

priseiples. He wonld e
in an Americun b
ency who, and v
understood  pui
prineiples of Tegala
ty and gover
gtitution but o public inst trument, o
striot
government ; and where is the prin
forbids us from pleci
cheok, wher:

dtﬁ( unte BE 10
wudaias

hble Dot

Convention.
v linve met the guestion,
til lenst in an srgumentative
ve marched up 1o the gues-

= oue of noselty

cleof the last Constitution, which
ndopts the basis of total population upon which
To thes

ary.mot only to fix o salutary

Lrgotien,

populatio

.,raum'h M 1 I...cg:

t i fier from belug o snfelen

utifiul declama
e v-":n tbl_; Ge l

rmt‘s Wuvu’l I'.u.ey h'uw'.j in an Aw
embly, or some other conveecsbon, ulterly |uur

bull by the
the fuirest
do uot pre-

o or anti-
[ },mMA

tion to re-

fully governed, when the predominatio

the other werking classes of the country porti
of the State, This= is the mumerous, the great, th
tone and sinew interest of the St Tu proo

History.
of ancient governments; lot us refer to th
st reunwml tuemef Inghl; oivd

Lul.' will

gentlemen
® to render
i4, iz it ax-

m Ll'pum L3

THY ;|
that |
enmeled—— |
they shall

onng to this, that representation | of Franee —rural,

I heen snnihilated. Lven when they scemed
Parls either
ed, or directed na sh epluued their influ.
In matters of Taste, Science,
shion and Government, Pavis ie, and ever has |
t bus been tho result— |

ngitated and |m1rnm. pod T have done

thie saine ps the ennct | euce iu 1)
A qualilying proviss. | ¥
nd nnligavd | teen, France.

the ergani- |
‘-1I|l|.'ll|! |

man ever point to the politioal
these renowned s ne models for imitation

Will their sdmiration ever be exeited by thetur-

bulent, haughty, conguering, tyrannical ¢har.

limite of their municipal walls !
af Rot
throughout its whole extent | but tha

o the walls of the rengwned city,

uf the Brate —u| the rﬂlrrﬂ uf tha

1owas
!llr Pn.:, lll‘r_l in pur-

oTy -‘t more modern times
pvunph- of mn 1ern Franoe :

bt for the poli
st of the eity of Paris
ol progress and ragenst

{ ;e-nury T
K politic
they promise to be, the en- | that great and glorious people

agriculiural France—ha

And w!

wlin

iere s o

this ts by

g n Lon-
rnieting Tie

one upon the different depnriments of

l._ whish |

p.u,lph, in &

TS um]er  praci
ta terminate fu
d one, Butitmay beioguived, has nos L
way in Eogland? T snswer, no;
the romeon, thet the politieal power of Bug-
sunlike what existsin Franes i ln.lgc—l inag-

of Lor iz, \r‘

u by the lawa «
u of !u.

erty. The sgricalturizis of Bo
peration of these caus

¢ never been hsLnuJ o to e
iple, aven I

'1t_y 1 Monare higal
inviple gan be found, 1o cite i

in rluw evesaful history of n Bepublic 1pr--l'ur] St e I“w“”v |
OEET in llu narch of :.;g TORTeS Ma L 4
tgreal Model Modern Hepublic, It brings T -

{ neavyr lome tothe practieal operation of the
3 entirely analogons to our
Stntes constituting our pwn |

1 refer
| eloved country,

In overy State in this Union, except the Stute
of Louisiana, Pl.e legislative pawer of the State [
aur e]v in the J.um-j- af

.|:' thi _"urr: l

[T R e

power of the government, has oot heen pluoed
in the hundsof the farmers and planters, and ||,

this proposition, let us rédori tu the experience o
Let ne reeur to some of the femtures

¢r.of their admiuistration, when it passed

3 share in the political power of the
-.mla The influen=e of the agriculiural pertion | thay positien ; and whatever may ba

il—was ot | clengles, T feel mssured that ey, at I .
ment of good |

strations, recur to the | 4 the city. 1,
Let us take the
What a solemn

The balance

L despotism, atout, !
sernal and aokpowl-

of |

found in the | r
ngland. Butsir, 1 prefer, |

21t Such, at all events, aze the fears ofthe
ceuntry ; and to preserve o proper balsoge of
slative power In sgricuitaral hands, they
hawe proposed this basie of towal pepuistion;
onts to the city the prospect of &
nc.aaumg. o fiir share of represen-
tution in the Legisiniure. If the cicy decline this
iticn, she will be foreed to scoept the slter-
ve of direst reatriction, greatly limiting, in
ry maoner, and withaut o pringiple,
et b L Ui s b marshy s 40
the ity delegation have declarsd
arrenge. T earnestly bope shat
pentlemen will take o calmer view of this greut
vuestion, aud consider the artiele, os oy of
sssury expediency tg effect a great object of
good gevesnment for the whole State, for the
- s fur the conntry.  Mr, President,
wuke due aliowancs for the sensibiiitiog of
on frem the city,in the discession of
ung topie, I therefore, patientiy and
i Bt temper, submit to the impugument of
wotives directed to the supporters of this prope-
sition. My motives are mutters of revision by

B

The legal | my own conselance and the judgment of wy con-
¢ doubtlesely blessed an immense

| stituents. 1 ewme inte this bedy tetally free
t | from expectations, or hops, ov desire, of any, the
| smailest pelitical preferment: snd 4 genarous
spd- confiling oomstitueney-know me- h_h in

| never impugn the uprightness and 1
Wy motives.  We have heen charged, Mr. Presi-
dant, with esterialning usfriendly prejndices

sut, am not aware of the ax.

istenee of the slightest s of such a feeling
The happleat portiona of my life have besn spant
fa ths It wag thers that I struggled

werty te competency. It s there
¢ many old and valied friends—there
ustersd iy eacliest, and most cherished

dent, my hosom swells with matural
ride nt the contemplationof the fature destiny
is great commercial eapital of my Snu. and
¢ the great South od po Louisi wan
ever fwget that the history of his country e-
cords on its hrightest page, the glorious battle of
New Orleans, wainly schieved by the gallastry
of her fearless soms,  Mr. President, ons short
Why heve my opl-

! the smaller parishes o suddenly
juined fn tils claoor egainst their couniry
fricuds ! Under no possibie basia, whether

| eleetoral, mized or other wirs, o=a they hope for
| inerease, or fonr any diminudon of dheir Le-
| gislative power, By what strange ehord of
| sympathy, thew. have I.hl‘!' taken sides wgeinst
i thew eruntry

erce ve mede
o | word mote; ‘.Ir

+ sudden somurset? he wha so
tea 20 yehemently urged the
of this prineiple of total populetion us
to the very salvation of the State.
» be gallautly Teads tha van sgaiush
I biave to complain of is, that these
hiave pot exerted the -:hnﬂly snd
U to prrceive that, if we have not heen

gifed hoa den ficalty of sagacity
m-u.exlr s, W bave ni lenst more svecsssfully
| maintained cur constsncy and our copsistency.
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