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DAILY CRESCENT.
Terrible Railroad Aocldant.

Fmrr-rTnEE Ltrvs ESOWN TO BE LOST.--The
Catastrophe at Norwalk.-Our Northern ex-
changes come to us burthened with the partica-
Iars of another frightful railroad disaster:

The train to which this terrible calamity has
occurred was the express train for Boston, on
the NewHaven railroad. Itleft the Canal street
station, in NewYork, at eight o'clock on Friday
morning, the 6th inst., and consisted of two bag.
gage and five passenger cars. The number of
passengers was about two hundred. The train
arrived at Norwalk at half-past ten o'clock.-
About half a mile beyond the Norwalk station
the road is carried over the creek or river by a
bridge, in which there is a draw about sixty
feet wide, the steamboat Pacific plying between
Norwalk and NewYork and other vessels having
a right of way. It was at this bridge that
the frightful catastrophe occurred.

The mode of signalling the engineer that the
draw is open, and that he must stop his train,
is thelowering of a large red ball, which, when
the bridge is closed and the track free from im-
pediments, is again raised to the top of a staff
of some altitude. Of course the engineer is
bound so to regulate his speed as he approaches
the bridge that he can " brake up" without dif-
fonlty as soon as he discovers the warning sig-
nal. In this instance the engineer appears nei-
ther to have so abated his speed nor to have
looked out for the signal. The ball had been
lowered, the drawbridge having just been open-
ed for the passage of the steamboat Pacitfc.
The train, according to the testimony given at
the coroner's inquest, was going at its full speed.
So that this fearful loss of life can only be
charged upon a criminal recklessness on the part
of tihe engineer which is almost without a par-
allel.

So terrific, indeed, was the speed of the train been
that although the gap or opening in the bridge Ili
was sixty feet wide, the engine literally over- upon
leaped it and struck the abutments on the other by ft
side, very little below the level of the line, be- was
fore it fell into the water. The tender followed A
the engine and fell upon it. The first baggage ar
car fell partly across the tender, and the sec- M
ond, in which was a smoking room, fell close to Bish
it. Two ofthepassenger cars wereprecipitated lem,
upon this mess, and all were submerged, the dow
engine and baggage wagons being deeply im- selv

bedded in the mud. It was high tide in the it
river, and the water washbout twelvefeetdeep. M
The bottom of the third car broke in two, and his
the fragments hung suspended on the edge of The
the stationary part of the bridge. Some of the part
passengers were thrown into the stream a dis- man
tance of about fifteen feet. ord,

No pen can describe the scene that followed. his
We copy, however, the narratives of some who othe
were eye.witnesses to this fearful disaster: T

STATICNgT or Ere-Wrr•EsEB.--Mr. James e
A. Renaud, engineer of the steamboat Pacific, ho
makes the following statement, which is also
signed by Captain S. 8. Byxbee, of that boat :
"I witnessed the terrible accident on the

New York and New Haven Railroad, which oc- Flu
curred at ten o'clock this morning. The place and
where it happened is called South Norwalk Vil-
lage, where there is a drawbridge across the
Norwalk river. The drawbridge had been D
raised to permit the passage of the steamboat Str
Pacific. I am the engineer of that boat, and
was on board her at the time the accident oc-
curred. We had got about thirty or forty yards
from the draw when we heard the cars coming.
I immediately walked aft and stood on the
guard, where I could see every thing that hap-
pened. The cars were then coming at fall up
speed. The draw was open and the ball was P
Sdown. The ball is used for a signal. When it

F is up it signfies that all is right. c
"The locomotive was under such headway

when it ran off, that beforeit ruasd the water
it struck the abutmset on the opposite side-a
distance of about sity. feet. htender, bag-
gage car, and two mail cars came next. Two
passenger cars went into the opening on the top W

of what had preceded them; the third broke in m
themiddle and half of it went down. In this
third car two were killed instantly, and many 802

more were hurt. How many in all were killed be'
do not know, but before I left at twelve o'clock, ie'
noon, between thirty and forty had been taken ta;
out dead. They were horribly bruised and
mangled. One beautiful young girl, about six-
teen years old, had the back of her head knocked
in. There was one child about four months old til
and many other children killed. The engineer de
and firemen of the train, when they saw the ball be
down, jumped off before the cars reached the at
bridge. li1
" When the cars ran off, those in the rear a'

ones screamed terrifically. We put right back lif
R and rendered what assistance we could. People
went to cutting the cars with axes and taking at
out the dead. Not one that was taken out of is
the second car was alive. The excitement was
intense; women were rushing down with quilts P
to cover the dead; others were vainly striving b
to restore to lifd the poor victims as they were a:
taken out." a

Mr. Thomas Hicks, the artist, was in the first w
car with Miss King, of New York. They occu-
pied a seat within four of the end of the car, on a
the right hand side, facing the engine. Mr. w
Hicks describes the scene as follows :

" The cars were seemingly going at the usual n
es rate, when, without warning or intimation of e

any kind, he beheld the front part of the car g
rushing towards him in fragments, the passen-

us gers being tossed in the air like chaff, dashed
up against the top of the car, and thrown about
in a hurricane of destruction. In an instant

I0 he found Miss King gone from his side, and him- 7
self crushed under the partially fallen roof of a
the car, and surrounded by a choking atmos- c
phere, in the midst of a shapeless mass of ruins, e

e dead bodies on every hand, and the darkened a
car rapidly filling with water. He began feel-
: ing among the wreck and under the water for a

u his companion, lbut she was nowhere to be found. aAd He continued the search till the water had risen i
_ to his chin, a time which he judged to have been

gs, about ten minutes, when, despairing of her re-
covery, he looked about him for a mode of escape.
* Just behind him, at the corner of the car, he i

A. beheld an aperture through which he crawled I
out upon the top. Here he lingered with a view I
to renew the search for his companion, when he

tie, was accosted by some one, who asked him for
whom he was looking. He described the lady's i
dress, when his interlocutor informed him, to a
his inexpressible astonishment and gratification,
that she had just gone out upon the track. He

in ascertained afterward that the front of the car
. was stove to atoms by the concussion, and that

ica the top of it was split open laterally on the side
us. where he sat, and this occasioned that side of
Iro, the roof to fall. It also speared that during
the instantaneous process of splitting open the
top of the car and the fall of the ceiling, Miss

sed, King, without any knowledge or agency of herhas own, had been projected through the crevice

nue- upon the top of the car. And here, without
having been wet, but with a severe wound in
the face, she found herself with another car pre-
cipitated upon it, which passed her and tumbled
over into the river beside the wreck of the frst.

t.L Her escape, and the manner of it especially, was

a miracle. Mr Hicks called out, when he dis-
covered the means of escape, to those in the car,
if so there be any living to hear, pointing to the
way of getting out. But he saw but one person
avail himself of the notice, or escape in any way.

"The second passenger car dashed into the first
nearly half its leangth. The death of nearly
s. all must have been sudden and instantaneous.
There was but one shriek; then all was still as
death, save the surging of the waters as they

e. first recoiled from the force of the concussion,
and then closed in upon'the car. He thinks
none were lost out of the third car, or at most
but one a two."

We extract a part of the evidence given be-
fore the Coroner's inquest, showing conclusively
that the catastrophe is attributable to the

s, y criminal recklessness of the conductor and en-
gineer. The train was going at the rate of
fifty miles an hour :

0. 8. Ferry, Norwalk, being duly sworn, de-
posed : I saw the accident which occurred toe
day I was standing about twenty rods above
the bridge at the time; I had a ful view of the
""- train and the drawbridge; the signal was down
for fall ten minutes before the train was in
sight; the train was going at full speed, so
much so that the locomotive struck the abut.

. ment of the draw upon, the opposite side ; in my
opinion I do not think that the man in charge, of the draw was to blame, but that the engine

in ehuae of the train was wholly and entirely I
to blam. I did not hear a whistle given to pu

t

on the brakes; I am certain that the partiet
having charge of the train are to blame; I I

beard o signal given to slack speed; I heard e
long whistle when the train was opposite the
depot at Norwalk.

George W. Whistler, Jr., being sworn, said:
The persons in charge of a train can see the I
signal red ball, which is at the draw, from
about quarter of a mile above Norwalk ; after
that, they lose sight of it, in my opinion, at the
station; if the signal be lowered from the time I
at which it is rst een and the time of hsllosing I
sight of it at the station, the engnear eoWld
still " break up" by slacking speed to the rate
of ten miles an hour, as he came to the curve;
they are in all cases ordered to approach that
curve cautiously; they are not to exceed aspeed
of ten miles an hour; if he saw the signal down
when just at the station, he could not stop until
he reached the bridge; the signal is always
lowered before the man touches the draw; he
has then to go to each end of jhe bride to get
out the wedges; the engineeed f atrain is under
the direction of the conductor; I have heard as
a general report that the conductor told the en-
gineer " to drive like hell through Norwalk, as
two gentlemen wanted to get out there, and he
did not wish to stop." The accident, met posi-
tively, could not have occurred if the engineer
kept apopr look-out. I thinkthe faltwas
entirely with the enginesr; if the train stopped
at Norwalk, it would attain a rate of ten or
twelve miles an hour before reaching the draw.

Mr. Whistler is the Superintendent of the
road. He further teetifed thatEdward Tucker,
the engineer, was guilty of a collision on the
road a year ago, and was then censured for not
obeying the conductor. Why did the company
keep him any longer in its employ

Several of the passengers who were examined
testified that there was no slacking of speed,
and that the signal was down, as it should have
been.

I•nx ,zss.- The express agent was sitting
upon a trunk in the baggage car, and escaped
by forcing his way through the broken roof. He am
was severely wounded. in

A newsboy, who fell through the loor of the
car which broke in two, e"aped unhurt. 5

Mr. Trotter, Mr. G. P. Spear, and Mr. J. ON
Bishop, of New Jersey, and Dr. Pierson, of Sa- no
lem, were in the first passenger car that went mi
down. The first three escaped by forcing them-
selves through the window of the cir, although bl
it was fall of water. Dr. Pierson was drowned.

Mr. G. W. Pomeroy, of NewYork, had placed to
his wife and little child in the careof Mr. Spear. Cc
The child was saved by strenuous efforts on the bi
part of Mr. Spear, but although that gentle- bI
man returned several times under water, in ha
order, if possible, to rescue Mrs. Pomeroy, all lit
his efforts were unsuocesaful. He rescued two rs
other boys.

The citizens of Norwalk evinced the utmost vi
sympathy and kindness towards the suferers. .
The medical gentlemen, who were traveling
homeward, and the three resident physicians of B
Norwalk, were unceasing in their attentions to It
the wounded.

Among the names of the dead is that of Mrs. a
Fluent. She was married on Friday morning, a
and was starting on a short tour. Mr. Fluent lt
escaped, though not without some injuries. t

It was stated at the place that the engineer,
Daniel Tucker, had run into the drawbridge at
Stratford last summer, and that he had a col- T
lision at Portchestr two years ago. t

A clergyman an his wife had just changed r
seats with.a silor. The sailor was killed and
the others escaped.

The engine and baggagears completely lled
up the gap of the channel at the bridge. The i
passenger cars are complete wrecks.

A gentleman, after extricating himself, saved t
child who was uner the care of an ausent; the

aunt, it meem, was drowned.
A man, who saved hie if by breh the

wnowspraa thee ear, satnalld o foor
an axe to chop open the car to extricate his
wife. Several boatmen in the vicinity hastened
with their boats, and were the means of saving
many lives.

Mr. Larchier, one of the dead, had on his per-
son a very large amount of money, which has
been taken possession of by Mr. Warner, Cash-
ier of the Fairfield County Bank, Connecticut.

All the watches, jewelry, and other valuables
taken from the bodies of the deceased, are in the
possession of Justice Weed, acting Coroner.

d LATEST FROM NORWALK.-Up to the present
id time (nine o'clock Saturday morning) fifty-two
er dead bodies have been recovered. 8ome of the
I11 bodies are still lying in the station house,
ae awaiting recognition by their friends. It is be-

lieved that eomp bodies lost have been washed
or away by the current, and that the whole loss of
.k life amounts to sixty.
le Mr. Fluent, who was married on Thursday,
g and whose wife was among the victims, is alsost
of insane. %
as Fifty coffins have been purchased by the com-
o pany and brought to the station; the dead

ag bdies as they were brought in were matrked
re ad placed in them. Upon those that were re-

cognised their clothing was allowed to remain,
,t while those that were unknown were stripped,

their clothes and valuables were placed safely
away, and upon their persons clean linen shrouds
i, were arranged.

Most strenuous efforts are constantly being

al made to recover what bodies there may still be

of entangled in the wreck. Preparations for drag-
ging the creek are being made, and cannons will

n be fired to bring up the dead.
ed The locomotive was discovered this morning,

,,* burier on the opposite side of the creek.

LEnTSLATIVE INVESTIaGATION.-Hartford, May
7.-The Legislature, at itsession this morning,
appointed a special committee to investigate the
cause of the late disaster. The committee con- RI
sists of Senator Hyatt, Dr. Beckwith, Mr. Bis-
sell, and Mr. Halsey.

They awe instructed to repair at once to the n
scene of disaster, and collect facts and report a
officially. A bill was also introduced making V

it a fine of $10,000 for every person killed upon
a railroad, and imposing heavy penalties for in-
juries on account of accidents eaused by dare- ti
lessness. A thorough investigation of this affair 01

is to be made. The Legislature have also re- ti
solved to appointa Board of RailwayCommission a-
era, with extensive powers.

TRa KIL.LED.-We have the names of forty- d
one of the victims of this melancholy disaster,
and fifteen bodies still remain at Norwalk unre-
cognized. The wounded, so far as reported,
number twenty-four, and one hundred and o
eighteen escaped without injaury. These form
an aggregate of one hundres and ninety-eight, a
leaving eighteen persons to be accounted for, to ii
make up the number of two hundred and six- 0
teen passengers registered as being in the ears. a
The missing, however, may have escaped and b
continued their journey. The names of the
killed are as follows:

Dr. Samuel Beach, Bridgeport, Ct.; Oliver o
Barr, supposed to be an agent of Antioch Col- n
lege, Ohio; Ellen S. Bacon, Roxbury, Mass.; ii
Dr. Josiah Barelett, Massachusetts; Isaac C.
Colbath, Richmond, Me.; Mary Carrigan, New
York; B. S. Davies; Mrs. A. L. Desaugud, r
Philadelphia; D. W. Dimmock, Marshfeld, Ct.;
W. C. Dwight, Brooklyn; Walter French, Mean-
chester, N. II.; Ellen Foss, (or Groes) Pough- t
keepsie; Mrs. J. M. Fluent, Lancaster, Pa.;
Mrs. Green and son, Baltimore; Dr. Jno. Gray, 1
SpringBfield, Mass.; J. M. Hutchinson, Boston;
Mrs. tanson, (or Hanna) New York; J. B.
l Hotchkiss, New Haven; Nathaniel King, Jr.,
r Athens, Ohio; Rev. John Henry Luhers, Wil-

liamsburg. Anna B. Lang; Mrs. Landers, (sup-
posed) Baltimore; B. F. Losierr; John Morse,
r (or Moss) Gardiner, Me.; Miss Mitchell, Hart-

ford; David B. Newell, Newport, R. I.; D. N.
s Oppendeck, (or Opedyke) Wordester, Mass;
t Mrs. Parker, Woodbury, Vt.; Beverly Parkes,

Yorkville ; Mrs. Susan Pomeroy; Dr. Abel L.
Piersn, Salem, Mass; Mrs. Pearson; Mary E.
Robbins, Miss M. E. Robbins, (daughter) Len-

e nox, Mass.; Francis W. Sales, Boston; Sampson

Smith, Bellows' Falls, Vt.; Dr. J. M. Smith,
f Springfeld, Mass.; Mrs. G. R. Shankey, (or

Sparks) Pittsfield, Mass; Jacob G. Van Deven-
ter, Twenty-third street, New York; W. L.

p Vandewater, Newark; Dr. Welch, Hartford.
r Twa INJhmsD.-Peter Adderly, Gardiner, Me.,
is contused, but able to walk; Elizabeth Burke,

n Pennsylvania; Eli Bushley, much hurt; Dr.
a Beis, Charlestown, Mass., injurlesnot serious ;
so Dr. and Mrs. C. H. Brown, Ipweich, Mass.,
t. slightly; JohnColbath, shoulder dislocated-his

y brother killed; Charles Comstock, conductor of
i the train, wrist dislocated; Margaret Carrigan,

r New York-sIster killed; Mrs. Day, S. Breugh-

ton, Mama, hj aed ruet;, Jeha Y. Flast,
o.t iWYIy.-,iwi " lei ; Oriwdld, New

York, dalg etwr f ,. b W. Orieweod,
nearly drowued, but eeeeremd-h sal ea y
critical; Mrs. Orield, sigtly red; Levy
Grant, Richmond, Va., fsa injured; Mr. and
Mrs. L. W. Harvey, New York; Them Hick..
New York; Dr. John A. Hopper, Diekrtw
N. J , injured in face; Mir laug, New York;
Catharine Mayer, New Brauswick, N. J.; Wa-
ren B. Newell. Georgia, sankle broken; Kev.
Wr. Bucken, injured in head and leg; Charlotte
Parkes, Yorkvrille, slightly burt-father kiled;
Rev. Andrew Ten Brook, New York, slightly
ijaured; John Trotter, New York; Thomas
White, Jr., Melborough, N. H.

Ralhoad Intellgeo &

Fas BErwuN CNCInrXXATI un New You.-
A still further reduction ha. been made in the
price of travel between New York sad Claci-
ail. Thefollowlag is the farel by the dlferent

rontes:
From Cineinnati to New York, via Cleve-

land, Lake Shore Railroad and New
York and Erie Railrod............. $15 00

From Cinoinzbti to New York, via Cleve-
land, Lake Shore Railroad, Bteale aa
Albany Railroad, sad Hadson river
steamers ............ .............. 16 00

Prom ig ati to New York, via Clve-
Iland, l e bor Ralroad, o Btab v
Albany BRalr•ed, and H son Rlive
Railroad .......................... 17 00

Caunan Ai Cars Ileim IRAnaoAD.-A larg
meeting of the stockholders of the Canude sad
Cape Island Railroad was held at Cades
the 2d inst., and numerous speeohe made;
$450,000 hau been already mubrlsdbd, ad it iLs
deemed oertain that theroad will be eoastrueted.

DBomrot A Nw Yoax LTrovroa TRnAm.-
The proprietors of the great lsad route to New
York, says the Beemon Traveler of the ad ast.,
Scommence running on Monday next a lightning
train, to run through in seven and a hal hours.
It will leave Boston at 4j, P. x., instead of 8t,
and New York at 5 instead of 4, . M., arrIvidg
in Boston at 12J L r.

ALBAT ANo No ssaaxRnaoDT.-Thlsiwc 0e
is going foward rapidly to completin. The -
section between Cohom and Waterford will be be
completed daring the present week, ad in run- s•
ning order. Prom thence to eage Bridge, 21
miles, the work I. pv•erpe g, ad will proba-
bly be ecmpleted by the fbetd Jas.

ILLIOIS AD Waoousem R.ILRoAD.-The plan
to revive the Illinois and Wisonsia Railroad
Company, a a part of the trunk to the Paciles
by a northern route, has finally succeeded. The di
bondholders, in order to make themselves secure,
have been oblied to come forward mad subscribe w
liberally to the stok; and a six foot guag
railroad from Chicago to Janssville is now a b
good as made. This road i destined for Janes-
ville,.Msadlon and St. Paul, thence to Puget "
Sound. tI

MILWACKE• A D Wraro wi A Iw BIIeaux
RIlnLnoAo.-The vote of Watertown upon the s
loan of the city credit to the Milwa•kee and o
Watertown Railroad was taken on the 2d int.,
and resulted in favor of the loan. Such hearty
and substantial advances on the part of thein- -
land towns, is one of the best guarantees that ii
the road will be constructed witot delay.

MoNraxAT RAiisoAD.-On the 2d mLst this 0
road was opened its entire length--eighty miles. I
This enterprise, which was commenced early in
the spring of 1847, six years ago, is the Ie
railroad achievement yet accoaplid in Nh w
Hampshire.

Basatao Gaonxo ox r•N LocvrnusTL Axo
NAsavHIl.L RA.-ao•D.-Early yesterday morn-
ing, says the Louisville Courier, of the d iast.,
in pursuance with thetarmsof their agreement,
Mews. Morton, JSeymour & Co., ommencedt
operations on the Louisille aad Nshvlle Rail-
rad. A gag et ses sixty ama wee patto t

SiweenPlinthhaand Tenth emet.

d Tae LAS Saoss on CshcAoo ANDMI.wAza
g RaLanon.-The Common Council of Milwau-
kee, by a vote of ten to five, have passed an or-
dinance submitting a proposition to t*e people
to loan the credit of the city to this company,
to the amount of $200,000. The people are to
vote upon the proposition on Wednesday, the
8 th inst.

e MscusI.LAsoua.-A resolution has passed one
branch of the Common Council of Washington,
authorizing a vote to be taken on the question
of a subecription to the city corporation of
S86800,000, in aid of the Alexandria ant Orange
Ra ilroad, from Gordonaville to Lynchburg.

e- The tunnel in Deer Creek valley, through
ei which the Dayton and Cinoinnati and Straight

f Line is to pass, is progresing, says the Cincin-
nati Enquirer, very rapidly. The excavation

, is through blue clay and rock-the latter very
t easy to blast. The depth to which the worklha

reached is 100 feet. The tunnel and its ap-
n- proaches will be ten thousand feet in length,
ad constituting the largest work in the United
ed States. When walled it will be twenty-four
u- feet wide in the clear, and nineteen high.
n, There was to be a celebration at Vincennes,
d, Ind., about the 5th of May, of the breaking of

l ground for the commencement of the Ohio anad
SMimsissippi Railroad, at that place, in thediro-

tion of St. Louis.
g Sufficient stock in the Alexandria, Loudoun
be and Hampshire railroad has been subscribed to

- authorize the organisation of the Company.
ll LAKE SHOnE RATLnOAD.-The Wisconsin. of
Saturday, states that the Council of Milwaukee

g, have adopted the loan of $200,000 of the city
oredit to the Lake Shore Railroad.

Mobtle Items. a

We find the following items in the Mobile

Register of Saturday: d
James H. Caldwell, Esq., of NewOrleans,

arrived yestorda7, in greatly improved health
and spirits. A visit to our salubrious climate
will, we hope, entirely restore his pristine health
and energy.

MIAt. AUwoANmmG s.-On the 1t of June
the summer schedule comes iate operation, when I
one of the present mail boats goes into the Lake
trade. Up to this day three boats have been
employed, and this is to a later date than usual.
Yesterday the Oregon dropped down to the dry I
dock for the purpose of finding and stopping a
slight leak just discovered. A brief time will
suffice for this, and then the California will be I
docked and overhauled, prior to her resumption
of the Lake trade.

MosQcIToes . -. These pests and plagues of
each man's home are now in operation as gratu-
itous phlebotomists. Blood-letting. by their
operation, is far more torturing, and as ifar lees
satisfactory, than that of the cupper and
bleeder.

Tut EocaMPrusNT.-Every indication provee
that the coming military" school and practice"
of our gallant Volunteer Regiment, that com-
mencer onueaday, will be the gayest and most
interesting that has yet taken place. The

Comp•nies are in high spirits and most efficient
condition, and Aikin's ground on Ann street
will be the grand centre of attraction next week. 1

Tue CONCRETE LiE•cTO•I.--Or citizens have
now a full opportunity cf cearefully examining
this new minerel prodoct of our State, and form
a well grounded opinion of its applicability to
building purposes in general, and for the con-
struction of our new Custom-house In general

lome twenty-five large blocks were yesterday
brought down by the steamer Sam. Dale from
Gainestown, Clarke county, about a hundred
miles above the city. They are now lodged at
the convenient and long vacant lot at the nerth-
west corner of Dauphin and Water streets. Mr.
Timothy Lloyd, an enterprising stone mason,
has recedtly opened the quarry at the above
named location, and is about to dres and work
this material at this spotwhere the specimens
now lay.

n Tu LAw or Divoaca iv Onto.-We perceive
a new feature in an act passed in the Ohio Le-

r gislature of last winter on this an het, which
authorizes a divo ie to be granted in favo of
the party applying for the sam whenev it

shall be made to a that the husband or

i., wlh of each patny Mobtined a dereed di-
w, ,vr e in anyof thoe con of aey O.k Stte ,

r. by virtue of which the party whoshall have oh-
s; tained such decree shal have been released

s., from the obligation of the marriage contract,
tie while the same remains binding upon the other

of party. Come, ye dlseceeclate, to the Ohio
w, State, Where a remedy is provided for yo-
.,teubeanvlli Herald.
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