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In view of the fact that the " New Orleans
Company is about to Ie juggled out of its right
to the grpnt of a right of way across the Iset1mnl
of Tehuantepec, we propose a few remarks as t,

the title vested in this Company-how they ,Ic-
talned it, on what foundlations it is bascd. au-i

by what seta Col. Sloo has succesled in securing_
to himself the benefits ariling from this mtg-
nijoent concession.

We pas from the history ofl lie grant, as cun-
ferred on Don Joes de (Garay, in 1542, by Sant a
Anna, thue Preldent of Mexico, its ratilicatiin
at a mbsequent period by General Sons,. Dic-
tator sad Government dce facto of that country,
its sale to British capitalists--Miessrs, Mtnning

SMackintosh-and its various transfers after-
wards, and come at once to the point at isosue

In 1862, after the route hat1 been surveyed.
sad it had been demonstrated by the report of

" practical engineers, that a railroad could CI,.

built at a comparatively small cost, cot. Sloo
discovered that there was a doubt about lth
title of the New Orleans Company, and immei
diately proceeded to avail himself if it 1% it
ooneummate impudence he repaired to the city
of Mexioo, and with a purse as empty as the
grounds on which he proooeledt were wet,
opened negotiations with the Governmient f:r
the transfer of the grant to hituselt. o' tlh,
grounds that Garay was without a title. iart
that onsequently his remote transtere•, tih.
New Orleans Company. were in an equally
bad ix.

The Mexican Government, being alwtays reiad
to trample on the rights of American itiier:
and at the time exceedingly short of funtt-.
grasped at the proposition made ly Sih.t, whi, t
was this: To pay for the right of way .::t00,(,l
in gash, and $300,Oltt in monthly iuntalhuentto, I
$60,000 each. The bargain was eloscl, nit L. u
81oo, at the time, had not a dollar of the uIwv
to " ante up." What does the sag'owiut- "!.,
in this dilemma- lie imllledi:ttely taike Ih
departure for this city, tirnt lea:ving hi. pw,•'e
of Attorney with Wm tDeLee and .Angel tI,
Itarbide, authorizing them to , bi,,'w tt no.t,,t
to make the cash payment andl to, meet the iu
stalments, and to draw upon him for ithe nuunt-
Net only this, but he authorizet themi t- s,ids .
his lestate, real anti perso.al, In this ,.\'. I
the$600,000. The plaln wicrkedt ,11 I .to
and Iturbide Iunted up one I:ttlcner, it motu,
changer, who advanced the amunstit, tih n.'•
was planked up tot the G,overuunnt•. nti I,'.

contract was seahd.
What then'
Iturbide and lbe!.et. Irw u•Ipon t 1 " .r .

.000,000. Slo I, hadntt he " in, l-,-, t hel I,
only resource was to p t:,t . t.. " niti
States had not ratiliedl the 'r:nt, the c. t
was incomplete, inl iecaulllho n't piu 'i 1
the matter at present, v al thie 1tIt- t,, it tl :'l "I
a road shall be built across the tJt I ,illltu Ir,

in suspense until tile Inited Sat,. Gtv" , rnrl nt
decides who has the best right. ( I .e ...
or the New Orlean. Comalylltly

We think the question lly ,e -tIl:,l i :,
very few words. The hisitryo lyt the i .ill i,
shortly this:

In 1842 Gen: Antonio I,,pez di, Statu, .\1.,
the President of Mexico. gratel the. ,;.: ,
way across the Isthmus t, Don 1h.,: d, ;na
and confirmed it by sublsequent dletret,-, givi,
to the grantee a specified terl, wherein ,,e c.r,.
mence the works for the olpenlincg o tot routl
In the mean while Satlltat Alllta wen\t oult .
ofice, and Garay did not cotmtntu e tlhe wot-l.-
in the time limited. G;e Saloi, sult.-t•tu;nett

became Supreme Di'tator of' the o',tlry, :.n I
Garay applied to his (iovernment Ire all cx,,"n
sion of the time for the cotlumenntclnellt .f thei
works, and for a recognitiu ,f hri girat 'h .se
requests were conceded biy the .1dmi•t:til
the time asked for wai granted, ndl a decre "
confrming Garay's title wa Ipas.ed with all h11
due solemnities, in November, 1.4,, Thliu- wa:
any defect in the title, on acrcount ,o ntegtlet .tt.
the part of Garay to comnuence, the wori,-. ctr,- I
by the confirmatory decree of cen. tt las

By the terms of the eoncco•sion G:iray wrai
authorized to assign his rights tt tty pernt,.
individuals, or tempa.ny, .u ,t,, t ,o ,,
era. In pursuance of this privilege Garay after.
wards made a transfer of all his rights to MesOsr-
Manning & Macintosh, an Englshi h.'oe oc:l iI
in Mexico, and this transfer was ,tly nIti ti.,tt
to the Spanish Gtvermuenlt it i,v, dll!y t p
proved, as the Governloe,nt :t'rwari ,,i
orders.to the Comtnaudartr t, f o r,o:t a lot, I
Vera Cruz not to allow the cutting, Iot nIto:
on the Isthmus by autnytt/,, th~ it t,,, I •/.,
Company.

At the treaty of G(audahtlu
e ilil:,I. \ir

Trist, our Minister, was authori lw to ten i,
fifteen millions of Iollarts f-r a r,1ht of N:wa
aeros the Isthmlus. Thle C•oulliittlt tottltto tt tlI.
part of Mexico, deputed to tre, o ith hilm. :
swered "that Mexico could not o re:t ,IltI1
subject, because she had already made t t gr:t
to one of her citizens, wht, haitI traunter.•ed it..
rights, by the authority ft tlhe x.\i. ,a
ernment, to Engl,..h sutjelt. r,.. - ,,, ,
.Meoieo cold nttt otpt t tlo , O1t
clearly declared, and on ;tit ,0u'L.i ll tihe L ...
solemn, that the validity .. ,li :I .
of no doubt. and that what n~o; 1.,- , t ,,
chase belonged t,. Englihi ulbjit

Afterwards Mr Hlarg,.,- , -to , u. I,,,
ted States, became it Il trchd:.-.r I .• i
and associated with h I1 t ilt t ~. i , - '
the enterprise the " New-orltt .i-t o ,t,
This Company desireil tI. itt ,o,,, ••, I,,.
survey of the lsthmu,. anl . tlin -, r I11 \I,',ice wax instrmcted t,, t-rt..ltt...iiltml,, ,..,t,.Too he Mexican Gioverlltnet t. , i' n I
nor did they suggest a ,l:,'t ,.1f , I ghil t
Company, but actually f.rwardi,.d it-"'si.to I'.,
theengineers and orderedl th, lritrllrt nt- ,a".t ,
the line of the road to alt-rd lthu.i , " .. ,,I Hi l l
hospitality The engineers wont Il, ,,•,
were completed, and sover nit I tl,[ e.1t It ,,, >,• i
dollars expended in <deuIou.tra otg I i,,~.
cability of the route

In 1851 a treaty w te ett een l,'
and the United itatet. altr.h e.g thIe ri.ghl,. '
the NewOrleans C xou ,l, .••) 'run , t e ,i,,
the titles to the graut -I- t t r

United States euno.- t, t:tl .ili. .It l,,,. ,.
ratified, signed attndl -t rt I. . , ,.
the meantime the IPreo:-nIt .et .\ It .. i.,- , t
died, and the opinio • , -,to ,. 1- , 1, i ~,,I , I •,i
country took at studdn I'h ,t,... ,l t
passed declaring the de,.tc e.l ,,I - t,
confirmatory of tie G(;ariyrai t., I1. .ot ' ,,,", .
void, " because t he t -i pOtt. , , ,t ,-
decree!"

Now, thle only quertt.on . . whltt;, r -st. wa ,
authorized tc make thii clcree ,,-' t 1 I..
opinion of Mr. IWebetter. deliveredtI that i ..
was x" that thGovernmeur tof satt a- :s t;
*rsment de foact, and that the universal l, u If

e nsider ti f Geltlaetut actu.,lt. r,,rci.ug

bllsupreme power, as entitled to icpresent itu
coin try in all tfreign nations: and flint it even
its powers were usurped, its nets would be :is
hinling as those of a regularly eonstitutel
, SVrlllent"et or tountry, iln tre tillt wi

t

h

others. never anllerltakes to dletermine whether

the parties foinand in possemi-n of ithe sovereign-

ty are rightfillly entitlei to it. but treats witl

them n• havin- undhlted autlhority t ac't. andn.l

to lint the cuntry whose desntinies are at th

momentl under their control "

After Santa .Anlta Won reelecte I Preshlent,
n111' Sahls was about ito surrelnder his i• ltefltr
ship. his last at was to render nu atccounlt

what lie in.1 dne, includting in thit :oter lint tIe

numerotlus decrees which hie hId proutul.itoi..

amonlg which were ' " .,,r ,, .;..t,,

I•.o. ,.rlerlutII to,, Ietwo al, to .r, ,,

ntte o!f Trbantttlrl"' "" Nothing w\a . -'ltl It
the lthe adversely to the poweri of ala I p.i-
this 'r any: other decree, .iil hisl decrees were

alterwtirdsl actually eitlcl a n part lo the fun

ii entattl law of Mexico Thie Goverllllhn l -t
Mexice.. during -ix -',eedling atl ••sere se,

na.lministratloe, recogui•lc tile valility f •t.
Garay grant >he prowelsed to have no cott,.

over it when it belonged t it•tg/vtlt '.ubje'ts.

and her view only than•ned when it hald heen
lr'.nsft irel tI .\A ierictll eititi ll-

The title of the New Orie:lean tmlpany to l
right of wy ar(.o:s the Isthmlln is lni'loui'tttl.
indler thisi state o(f ffet'. an thie i;overllmnt ttl

th, l nited Slates will ,o the agraest i is tlet,
I it does not :omplel iMexinc to iurrelner it. i.

lteinllt"orl'ey arguetl" with a laxcty 'i to•nt,

teuly 'lcraicteisti, ", tlh t it makes uo. l:tl'r-
erne to us wh , Ill the right of way, -o we o:t

the r' id, ald th: t thlt e gr:ant a- tl tl-eful to s-
in the l'",, , -itn of l c l , .loo as :u that o, fhle
New Ii' leans I o,•titt rtyi' 'I'hl i" very n tri e.t hli
th' riohlts of intlividltals ale ;ta thiling I, -

sid lere, .an ,I thefaith tf' ',reatie s another liexi gr
th,,l oe taught a Ie.nit oi livrte ritht-

ithotul be respected Prue it is, that( ',I , i
order t, ilence thie ,cla rs ofI' the New • rlean

CIonmptny, iha aglreed that their expente-li]-
bursed in surveying thle route -hall be allowe I
thmni no stick in the new c |t any. But wot

hItva this c'st Cil. loo " le has his live mTil

li -. epiarate tron thi e ine llllt , to be,, l,-

-l iled Iy th, jhint ,'kholler, and trhe-o
te' are ,, t'o vo' vut of tlie hares .tf eth

1'tei WV,,uhcrful lhtoralhty, inheed-- tr it
curt- him nnthtnlg.. ,ml ho can nall ,r' it'

11e ,-ail await with •,me dehree of ,\
tl. le'iz~ '"t the Goveruint'ln ;n relittln I,,
th t w, 1 . ,,ltli't ing gT ant-
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