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The gelden light of evening dazzled the eves
| of B young girl who staod upon & stile, watch-
| ing for the arrival of the Londen eoach,

1t was about o hondred wiles from London
nu mefier in what direction—st the bottom o
a green villey, down the western elope of which
the road came winding here and there eoncenled
by trees, A well-beaten pathfed to s villaze
~ fow figlds dietant; embowered in orehards, nnd
leaning, s it were, agsinet the masdive onks
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hund.  Bhe has been shsent more than o week, Whik

AP AL ArecaL ol List aumortad slnck ol BOOTE, hus bappened in the mesmtime? Why does
itk 1.4 Ciby Bhau Florence wait with more than the impatiencs of
™ 1 filin] offestd ith o it in wihich

inkosanat,

and elms of u park, thatshut in the viaw in that
direction.  The square steeple-tower of the old
cliureh seargely overtopped this buekground of
Tenved,

Florence May was wailing for her wother,
who had Becn abaenn some woeks in Faomdon;
and who had besn compelled o leava her all
ulone in their nmble totinge—all alone, nnless
Yer rectitude and her sonse of duty may be
connted a8 companions,

They were poor, humble peopla.  BMra J\[u;{
wis the widew of a couniry curste, who ha
died, feaving. a8 curates sometimés do not, o
slight provigion for Lis family. Tt was Like a
Provid Haviag fought the fght of lifs
nearly cut on £50 or £60 & year, sowes distant
relation, whom they had nover seen and acntee-
Ivever heard of, put the curste in his will for
L1000, This sum, invested, wis sufiicient to
support hoth mother and daughter in that oue
af the way ploce,

A letter had arrived, when Mre May had
been e widow three years, requesting hier 1o
vome up to London, te hear of “somiething to
her advantege.”  This wis vague enongh; but
sha vesplved to comply; and npe baing abla to
cfford the expense of a demble journey, had
feft her danghter, then abous geventden, under
tie gusrdianghip of the neighbors, her own
‘character, and 8 mother's prayers.

smiling lips and tesrful eyes tell of a mrnggle
between Jay and endness # She s troubled with
the bunlen of ber fival secrec—-n seoret: which
she nuraes with uneasy delight, and which she
Is analous {0 pour into the ears of Jiev oy don-
fidante—her mother.  How many maidens of
apventeen are still in this dyepm of innogence !
Thea sun bed act befure the voll of wheels came

N (_.‘In!mg and Giasswear
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T o)
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ding down the valley; and when the conch
hegen to doscend, nath i
it the fghte that glanced oceasionz!ly behind
the treed. The time seemed prodigionsly long
to Florenca.  She even thought ones ihat some
Tentastical, ghostly coachman was deiv
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a
phauntom vehicle to and fro on the I-il].\s'zrlog o
ook her. Young peoplein her state of mind
would an mte tioe and space.  Howeyer,
here it comes, the Taily-ha, sweeping round the
last eorucr—lights plancing-- horss  toksing
their howds and sreaming—n pyramid of luggage
swiyiveg b0 and fro. Thats m-gals voler us
sorenmed.” said o man to the Whip ng they
presed. ¢ Full, in inid ot wea the reply,
anil on went the Tally-io along the Jevel lap
nf the valley,

# Bha iz not come,”’ mormurad Fiorenes, aftar
waiting in vein soma time, to see if the ooach
would stop lewer down; but it pursned jts

exorsble couree, and the young gird resurned
by the dim path to her eottage on the oatskiris
of the villnge.

That was acritical period in her life, Far
some days sfter her mather'a depariure, she had
©spent her time sither ot hee peedls, or with one
or two old peighbers, wio wearied her with
their gossip. To eseape from the sensa of mo-
noteny, she Fad wondered one moening inte the
fields, s it was imleed her custom from time to
i fo do s and theve, with the soent of wild-
fowers and new-mown hay sround, she sllowed
Ler mind 1o he roffled by those thoughis wnd
feelings which at that ape breathe upsnns fron
I kmow not whet region—sparkling sod innocert.
atirrings, thut seareely tppity the Lillowy aji-
tation’of suceeeding years,

Acrosa the meadows 1lat oceu
on ol T

1
Ty the lowest |
iat walley, mesnders a stream, over
whinh the willows hang their whip-like bran.
wud slender leaves,  Near its margin, Flovesos
usged often tosit with her work; ficst diligently |
setemdel to, then dvopped cccnsionally ou her |
tap, thatshe might watel the little fah that
ilitzed like shadsws to aml frofn tho shollew
varrent; then oteerly forgotten, ag she hereslf
went wafting down the sbrewn of the fature,
that widened oo she went, and flowed, af her
uneopzcious will, through acenes more magical
than these of feiry-land.  The schoobinen Linve
sught for the place of Pavadize ;. did they peop
into a young he that is waiting, wirhout
knewing it, to lov

It was during 1
absenee, thut o w

t walk sinpe her mother's
uger caine dlowly down the
T : :

lovely you
to grse st he
nnd eritiend
muny lande, and
than one under trocs i lonely
thaly when neared sl prasped at, hard
mto replity, vulgar and booolic, oo i
tir wever, the brow of $his stranger unt
ek his bp uwneurled ; aud §

fear to art, il ik e snw of grag
leatty ath that aveliway of willow-ton
wis B mere ophicalitlugior
on the exhialations of the
hepws. Tlhiory cartain pr
which mukes chem b

phantusm painced |
dow by the san's

¢in disappointed
cve that all the

lovaliness of the outer world is of their own
imugining, oz it e could bnagine more perfect
things thun God hag fmegined aod thrown on

this canvas of the uni

The man was of the suu
bireh, snd mutcer Hanta Vergines |
wore in surprise n devation, He did oot
moye erspenk teaitract the voung girl’s atten-

L By Lrayel, if not by |
i

tion, but waited until her eyes; W Hespw
wer vestless, should ehanen 1o fall upon bim
Her stard of alar when she found &

e miok slond, wis repressed by the gre
nees of his bow,
fVonng Lady,” he suid, in oo low musienl
whee he had leaped the stream and stond
her aide, 1 nim an iy way to Melvyn Park,
Perhape I may learn from you in whatdireetion
to turn.”
*The yeof of the mansion shiows above the
treas,” replied ahe, vising and stretohing oub her

7

“ T might have guessed so,” saild the stranger,
whose aeoent was but slizhtly faveign; o and
this is but-n bad excuse fur speaking to you. Ik
igmore frank tosay, that Lwass surprised at

| b hack

2 bndono wish o parley wi
strangers.  Ter mother had &% press)
her mottodo s What o famons
thrown away o exhibit the rigidness of Ler
semee of duty ! Indeed, there hod bean g liitle
merit onhier part, that the stragger, if he Lad
rightly read her esuntenance, might protend
that tho forbearanee had beso all om hig side
OF couree, she would havagained the victary in
the end ; but how moek mere dramatic if her
prudence had becn pat to o sevarer test!

These were not cxsetly her thoughts bokthe
translation of thewm. Bhe followed the retiring
figure of 1he stranger, o Le kept by the g
along the willows, axd slighetly kit her'ii
"Thien snddenly, ap If reriembesing that the sin
pleneseof mind which her attitude expressad, was
more beantitul than Becoming—what sn olions
cuphonism iy that word for heartless asting—
she turned with something Like o fionr, and sat
down sgain, with her face averted from the pow
distent ebranger—averted only o moment s for
soan her atkitude wonld hive rominded a sonip-
tor of that exquisite proup-in which the girl |
turos to bill the dove that has finttered down on
her ghonlder,

Now, takait not o3 sn article of faith that
Florenee had *fallen in love,” as the saying i,
with that tall, handesiie strenger; with the
black eyes and the sun-painted comglexion,
We would have you more eareful in the con-
atraction of your creds then that. But, stany
rate, in impression had Teen producsd; this
was to herspeoted.  When o man fella o the
waier. he may aot be drowned, butissnre to
be wen,  Florence had never seon any mambrrs
of that crtegory of © lavebls persons,” which
is of w0 little palitical aod g wmueh aoeinl impor-
tanes, except twa or three six foot furmere, and
the Bev, Mr, Simmer, their pala-facad, sndy-
| red young Bachelor viear of fifty. Showld
agwe be astonished, then, that after her first ngi-
tation had subeided, there remained something
more then memary of the complinent which had
Tatlen from the lips and been rofified by the
eyes of that distinguished looking stranger?

Meard 1t be said, moveover, thet whilstsle re-
amained by the matrgin of the strdaim, andduring
hersanntering walk home, and il the evening,
sle thouglt of little else save this very simple
mesting, A= to bher  dreams, we shall not in-
quire into them; bot the moonbeams tell us
tligt thiey shone all night hetween the ivy ledves
apon a smile sy eweet pod sl satinfied as ever
lived on the lips of & maiden onher wedding-eve

Next doy, it was rumored in the village that
o foreign person had coms to seeupy one of the
wings vf Melvyn Ha by permission of ‘the
family, wlich had remnined many yearaabroad.
Hig name woe smply Angelos andamighty line
gentleman hewas.  Onecanld mot guess, th look
4 that he hud ever lived on frogs; ar was
i p Lisself in & barbarious
Hngo " as the landludy of the Jolly Boys Inn
phrazed it #

Florenes wies proud to say easadly. to some
old spectacled Jady—who ebecrved < indeed she
never,” and told her nefghbior that  Miss May.
seemed very forward"—thnt sho bad held a
minite's conversation with {his guid painter.
We tadee this se a prood that she was only Jis-
led by him ; amil that she had riet wally exps-
rigneod ena pang of love. 1t the hetter,

We must not hestoyw thie oely treasores df oar

aris ofl Al first interviting person we may

1t weet under o wiliow-hedgn
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it 1t i3 haif
vidnyisibile, and hefrd avery
ward they eail, I shanld 21l be 26t down here,
but it was deedding noasense, ot least what he
auid; furshe, partly in eoquetvy pevhupes, and
petly inopride and prudence, intrenchad tereeld
behind the rampart of her maiden modesty, pud
snawered oniy-~hy Lstening
MmN Was in o giale of temporary
T at, i i 1 ]

E phiyaingnan

ubont Flovenge, did nat. gaps
where alie enme from: all "o wanted ta know
wak, whether tha free.  He epoke eloquent
Ly und with srffiotent rotpeat,  The young giv
more than once felc her hourt melr: gud it we
& grent exertion for her ot longeh to reply, that
lier wmotler was away, apd that she oouid not
Uaten to another word withonl her kuowledme
wnd sanetion,

She did listen, howevar, for e wont on tallk-
ing interminably. According to iy acoount
he was an artist who lind studied many yeacs
at Mome; bt ha did net sy whother he wae of
Englizlh vrigin or uot, and, of course, Florence
conld pol ask the guestion,  This would have
been to Avow ooatrenger inkerest in him than
consistent with ber views, We shonld have kil
ber bettar, porhape, had she beon wore fean
and artleas. Yet, after sll, her conduct was
not ot this Ewe an jmage ol her charaote

wae from w stragale Detween her own s
ty and hier mother's warnings,

I8 i noewdloss to say dhint after many hesitn-
1ioms, she How invariably went every day to her
agoustemed seak.  This might be interpreted
into griving a rendezvens; but she had w pres-
eriptive vight to the plage, ind why should she
be driven from ic by an intrlsive, impertinent
stranger ! Tropertinent ! Nuy, not so nothing
vould L wore reserved and respestfol than his
demeanor 5 and it be was realiy io sarnest, and
it he turnad sut 10 be & respectable man, why
perbape it would be o matter of duty in her'n
to repulze his ndvances, Matrimony was indeed,
ey Lwd told her, an awful responsibility ; ot
if, by undergoing it, she eould raise her mothes
i amote comfortahie pogition, wonld it ot e
bier duty to make the saerifioe?

Matters went on in \his way for several dags,
and Florence egin to wait npatiently for the
avrival of her mother, o whom shemizht relats
all that had pussed.  Angels usiomued, per-

as jrritated by
ing thal hers was the
112 onoe even went =0 far as

il

entbion, a7
ef dury,

Y
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Bor mother's arrival for ory day s an
n the exeitement thst Tllgwed this Lite
mianmiararandivg thaz she wiited for the arrive
of the coseh, Sbho wantel an faur Bndly,
Should she, after what agml, FRLOTE RExd
duy to the mendow, or shouhd ghe remnin: at
home in melanchely lonelineas? The quustion
Was more importsat thin cven she fmagined ;4
for we will nob urderiake to say, despite Mr,
Angelo's Tofty sentiments, that his faith was as |
ong 05 he professed. . Might he not heve
ed to test the virtue of ius besutiiul girl,
whow he hod found, rsit were, by the wayside ?
Mun ¢ the world are not Bverse th thiss teials ;
and if their unfertunate vietim full, they go
awny on the vu_r»‘%e of life. leaving her to re-
pemt in tears, and hugging themaelves with the
iden thnt they huve not *~ been taken ln." They
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