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oratore with s theme for the mut bitter yhﬂ%
pies. The temper of Stevena became roused by
the unmerited denunciations heaped npon him;
excited to o like fary with his foes, be repaid
them in kind for all their nnmitigated tirades
of pbuse. It wog supposed that the Yankee
would not fight, and ‘Allen Bimons, s noted
duelist, was selected by the opposite party s a
proper person to send him w chinllenge, aud if he
refused to accept it, as a matterof course, he
waa degraded, nd the politieal comtest wonld
be thershy determined.. They were miserably
deceived in their man. Stevens acoepted thn
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ge, Hia hond was as firm as his aim
was sore, and he shobt his adversary through
the heart the first fire! Other personal ren.
counters followed in rupid succession, and in all
&f which Btevens displayed the game e0ol conr~
ape. and always came off nnhmmn He soon
beeae insclent, overbearing and exewhngly
quarrelzome,  Up to the year 1834 he
Kkilled his holf-a-dozen men.
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vmndurlng arqund the cirele of his eager awdi-
tors for sympathy, the ¥ approba-
tiom that was wont to salute his ears, he ensoun-
tered the fixed gaze of o stranger, which riveted
his attention, and made him almost start from
hia eent ak it thrilled with s momentary dread,
The man, or rather youth, for to judge from
the extreme juvenility of his appearance, he
could not hove seen moro than ningteen gwm-
mmere, was & sleanger whom no one t knew,
or T to hwye ever seen before  He woa
tull, but slender in shape, almost to o defect,
Hie hand was very small, white ss snow, snd
reralor ae if out with s ohisel, The face was
pale, almost colorless, and sweetly sad. There
was nothing. in the appesrance of the stranger
youth to excite alarim, unless it were, perhaps, | an
that stendfast, piercing gaze of his strange, wild
blue eyes, immovably fixed oo the face of Ste-
vens, sa that feroslons wretch puinted, with
words stesped in blood, his revolting story,
Disgoncerted, surprised, if not alarmed, Sta-
wena shrank from that glance, sud cast his uyed
on the'ficur, ot still made an effdrt to procesd
with his norrative. But he felt that the gaze
of the stranger was upen him, and he begen to
burn with shame snd tiom at the reflees
tion that he had enpountered one logk of o mor-
tal man whieh had mastered his own epirit as
with a myaterious s| all He felt in bis heart
thiat ho wasa coward! Apoin lieraised his ayes |
o the faceof the ulmnm, and met the sme
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wm'dsdid mm his L
the ¢ shouted in
"',‘Hare‘“ ‘A key

We pause 4 minufe, €0 murvey his friend,
wns by his side. He wag o gtranger alka
man of ‘Herculean sive, and ex

eeetingly wild”
mspect.  His bair was - long, eoal Black, sadd
Wissmaztly .

straight ag an Indma- Hiz skip:
sun-hurned, almos 9;!‘}0”“1 hm-w
e mass of homes, gl]{

roject mcl ulsivaly ugly s sh!lua
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The g
for the duel. Titeatru
xeat and shivt, ‘and ti
arcund -his waist. H‘

handed to his frisnd, The weapeon of Stevens:
was an enormeus bowie-knife, heavy as the war.
eluh of & seyigs,

The stranger exacted an onth:from the wee

ondg, that after the two foes enterad the oase, "
they would meilher open. the doar themselves, |
nor safler any onie else toopen it, It was sleo. .
agreed that all the spectators who bore torehea
should retire some twenty pnoes from ﬁé hion
80 that no-ray of lght might'
the crevices in the wall to illdminate, Iwm
feelily, the desdly ploom in.
All the preliminaries heing ths adjusted, ﬂw
combatants were pl.nced “by their seconds.in
appogite corners of the Toom.
‘withdrew, lnoked .the dear, awd left: the fods
along with death,

ily untivd and Isid off their shoes, 5o a5 to make
no noise in waking' across the foor. The sume
thought had atrack them st the same ﬁ‘m-—ta
waneuver for the sdvantage. +

The young stranger moved im & el:ml:,
eoftly aa 8 oat aroond the room, till he go
within four feet of the corner whern hls ememy
Lad been firat placed. " He then panasd fo Haten.
For & few seconds he heard nothing in the grave-
like silence but the quick beats of his own beart:
But precently there crept into his ear & scarce]y
audible sound, a8 of suppresad breathing, in
the opposite torner of the room, whiph he had
just lefr.  His foe woa trying the same stra
,gem The mapeuyer was repedbod Sveral timia

ynuth gonoluded to stand still; and awsit.the
approsch of his adverssry. Motionless maw
bimself, and all ear ;o soft noise, like the drop-
pu:EF of flakes of wol, became diatinotly sadible,
slowly mpprosshed him.~ When the

appearsd about three faet whm be stood;
he suddenly made s ]umm]mg 0]

dagger aimed in the air whers ];m
bosom of ‘his foe to be.
was stooped forward, thus seeking for the ati-

nge.. with .!m
supposed

vantage, and the point of the d Dlade,
a singuler fatality, l‘ora\‘al hia‘left eye an
ierced devp in the He fell with a.doliy

i

last butthe
The seoonds waited with breathless dnxiety’
nntil the expiration of the tweaty-five' mitotes.

rushied in with their Dickering torches, A most
hideous spectacle presented iteelf. There lay:
the gory truck of Stevens, the head severed
from tlie body, and placed as if in sAvags mock-
ery on the brenat of the desd, awd there was

yonth{ul intruder ne longer hung motioniess by
hia gide; but the lefi was in hia soat pocket
and the Tight thrust into his bosom, grasped
moma thing whieh gleamed through the oluap of
hig fingers like silver.

The desperndo comprehended at a glance hig
peril.  He wes inthe power of un enemy, Mas-
tering, howevar, by a great effort of zel nmm-ol
his fears. he took lis ok us
1o gein time, snd, il presible, obtain the 01mn¢e
of .an_equal comhat, This, or inatant death,
was the vnly alternative. For he was & pro-
Jeased judge of the hnman character, and knew
that Lo had to deal with no common foe, and
thes a single violent gestore or movement to
Zrasp & WYapoL,, wonld be a signal for a stabat
his hnns

He, thi 1 8 look of legs good | Beco]
humer, sod sddressing the stranger in a friendly
tome of well feigned familisrity, inguised:  You
hhve listened to my idle siories with eome ap-

avance of curicsity, young man ; what. do you
think-of my powers a8 o story-teller?” -

The stranger. ruplisd, in & low, soft voise: * 1
wne not thinking of your powers as g story-
teller; I was wondering ab your prowess as an

uasusgin”

] was but joking, T assure you," amﬂ. Bite-
vens,

“ You Tin!? Bind the ealm

The

turned pale as Eesr.h but gulp-
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ing down “his emotion, he procéeded ; + How do
J'\Hl fnow 1 lie? You are fome a total sivanger;
1 am pmmm, uarhuu that I never saw you be-
for € in my life
 That matters not, Me. Stevens, T have
knpi¥0 you 08 An sssassin since | was ten years
old; snd L now koow you for a dastardly
w'm‘i o
5 Wire ure you i alxclmmsd the desperado,
‘réal purpride sawell as consteruntion.
m" I s.n“t'k?u son of & men you murdered It
+Yon must be mistaken '.|u me, FUung man;
what wae your father’s nume ?
*+Mhat you shall neyer know, infamous liar
and poltr.son, till I whisper it im your dying cur,
B mau.uui tp bind your souk to eternal tor-
ture,  Blan af blood, your lost hour hag come
Fhe last pentence was repested in u sheill
trumpet-tone that made every hearer stare. It
deprived Stevons of the faculty of speeah, Hef-
sat dunib and trembling 1ike o sinner at the bar
of the final judgment.
Thestranger youth contemplated him in scorn
for o fow seconds, apd then aid in cutting ac-
eents: I had thonght to slay you where you

two-edged dagger, almest up to the hilt in the
now soulless brain! The strenger was stand-
ing in the middle of the reom, with s Isrge
hawk-bill pocket knife in his ‘hand, stnined
with resking gors, wilh which he had eﬂdmly
perfvrmed the work of decapitation.
Inee was anll the same look, and the sama Illli-
anohnly smile. Ha seemed. in fact o be con-
acions of nothing savo his own dreamy. t.honghx,
that wandered through wide eternity.
The ded wilh muts
ances of horror around the mutitated
and for 8 moment lost sight of the lving

eripd omt: *f Arrest the muriderer!”

the erowd oried; ‘‘Heize him—epeize him
They turned to seize him; but hoth he and. his
seoomd had disappeared, and’ wore no whera ta
e seen,  Neither -Iuewrm‘bu'mrdsheud of
in that vegion of the world.

Tightecn munl.hu I met them hoth at Ban
Antonio,in Texss. The asguaintance was peci-

dental, and tﬁrmad noder peculiar cirewmstanges
that gave mo their full sonfdence, and, accard-
ingly, I received from them s dlear and eom-
plats narration of the faots hevein hafore related,
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singe that dru.dml combut hls been deeply
tinged with the tHe; bat

must b ol for sume fatere wUI'K. or ather pen
than mine [ am oot permitted mow to give

them Tins gathered imperishable laurels inghe
late Mesican war, sod s augggmhpne nf the
st remarkable men of tha age.
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#it, you base wretoh ! but L disdain to kill even s
u\ghmna coward without giving bim a chance
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At first they hath stooped duwll and stpamh:.

Toth, and with o like resul. Al Teogth the

Btevens, at the hme, :

eavy otnd on the Euor He had fonghs his ;

They then uslocked the deer, and Abe crewd:.

thelr nawea; but will only. state that ome of -
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