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TIH-E AMEIR'IC .N PIAF, I'IOIHIM.

National American Council.
[Tehgrmplled to-e l I:;altlmnrer•sn.

'• , ELTEnr'ceA, Feb. 21 The Natiojlt Attericin
Counect i•ned.thLe evening the' iplatfori of priotcple
pbilisehed on the tlth inst. in tlheWshingon Organ,
an asnbshlitte fofthe'rhole platform established by
thle June,eonvention. The yote stogodb yel 108, fnays
17,. Vaiiots memleenin frd6m Olio made speecht one

athe subject, some declaringjthat the platform was a
death hl,ow to Amnlericanise in Ohio, while others ex-.
pressed themelves content, and defended Mr. Frd, -of Ohio, from tile charge of Black Republicanci•om
nmde by Mr. Bennett, of New York.

The Council in- .1l in seeoton at ten o`cloek to-
night,.ht will prohbably sbeon iadjnn nine die.
''he platfoi- nllUhded to•sil as follovws:
1lt. An hhmble aeknowledgmeent ton tle- Suapreme i

Beiig who cules the universe fonr Oli protecting care,.)
vouchsafed to our fathel•in their successr'l-'revol- :
tionary strlgg•1, and hithcrtonmanifested tb us, their
descendanto, tn thie preserdation of the liberties,, the
independence, and tie pnion" of these State-.
* 2d. The pierpetuation of- the Federal Umnion as

tile palladiun of oui'civiland religiunno lberties, and
tihe only unre bnlwark of mnerican indepeeidenee.
. 3d. .mericansnmual rule America; and to this end
native born citizens should he selected for all State
fedeml and municipal offices or government employ-
ment, in preference to naturalized citizens, ner-erlhelene, - .n,"

4thi. Persnns bomn of American parents residing
temporarily abroad, ehold Ie entitled to all the rights
of native born citizens ; lut

5th. No person should fie selected for political sta.
lion, (whether of native or foreignbirtlh,) who recog-
nizese any allegiance, or obligatiol-ot any desription
to any foreign prince, potentate or power, or who re-
fuaes to recogaise-the p'ederal and State constituien I
(eacht , within' its sphere) an paramount to all other
laws,'ano rles of'political action.

lth.e The maoqtlified recogaition and maintenance;
of the reservced rights of the several States, and he
cultivatCfneofohanmonye and fraternal good will between
thee itizensti dfthe several SStes, and 'to this end, I
noe-interference by CongreSi with luc estions appero -
taiaing solely to theo inldividal States, and noc.-
inte•oention Ic y each State with the affailu of any
other State. ,e
S:th. Tihe recoognitiho f f'the right of the native-
iorn and natoralized itizens of tihe United States,

permanently residing in any Territery thereof, to
lifme their constitution and laws, bnd to regndate k
theirdomestie-and social afflirs in their own mode,
subject onfyt~o the. provisions ofthe Federal Consti-
tntion, with tie' iglet of •dmission into.the Union
whenever they have the requisite popudation for one
Representtive in Congress, Provided alweays, that'
none but tlose who are citizens of tile United States,
nnidter the coostitution and laws thereof, and who

have a Oixed residence in any such Territory, ought
to participate in the fornation of the constitution, orSie the enactment of lawn for said Territory or State.

8th. An enforeimenti•of the principle tlhat no State
or Territory can admit'otheo than native born citi-
ens to-the right of suffNe, or of eholding political
office, unless nech lpersons sral have been naturalized
according to the lawe of the United States.

Sthl. A change in the laws of eatralization, mrank-
ing a continued residence of twenty-one yearen;of
all not heretofore provided for, ane indispensho len
requisiter fcr citizenshniperealiter, and exclhrding all
tcleeis ,andtpersons cnbvictedof crine, from landingepon e oneo I habt inb interference withil the vested
riglhts of fdeigners.

10th. Opposition to any ation between Church and
Stalted; noa interference with reliios fttAime or wor-
hiid no test oaths for olfice, oxceleet thnoe indiea-

ted iu tile 5th section of this platfoorm.
Sllt. Free aned theorough investigation into any acd

all-naleged ableec of plblic fulctionarics, and n'ntrict
economy in public ex-pelldit res.cotlc. The maintenalce end enforcement of all latre
nntil said laws shall lie repealed, or shall be dechn'ed
oIll aned void by conlpeteont judicial anuthority.

13th. Ollposition to the reckle-es and Urliwse policy
of the prevent administration in thle general manage, i
ment of oar national laflfir, and more especially asi
shown in removing "Alnerieans-

" 
(by designation)

and conservaticves i principle,fronm office, and placing
foreigners and nltraists in their places : as shlo•n ina truceling sabservienecy to the strongert and an ineo-Ilent and cowardly ravado townards ttle weaker pow-erso as shown n in reopening sectional agitation, by thie
repeal of tile Missoeuri Compromise: -shoown in grant-
ing to unnatnralczee foreigners tile right to sultiotge ill
liKnsas and N rclasika ;t as shown in ito vacillatingi
coorse on tile ]Kansas and Neblr•ska qlfestion; alis shownl
in the removal of Judgle BIronson frm tle Colleetor-
shie of New York epoe filse and untenable groends;
as sellOwe it tl-e corruplltiolS nhich pervande asomei of
the departments of the geoverlnmelllnt as lshown in
disgracieg nmritorious naval oliicers tirhouglh Iprejf-
lice osr caprice cu an as lshown ie tile blundering, mii-
e onn loelnel of oelr fo-eigee relations,

I tie. Tlherefire, to remedy exieting evils. anet Iee- -
vcellt tile disastronls cne-luence s otelelise resulting i
tlhereieom, w-e ewould luild ulpthl -e A

nl
eeic

l 
pnuitve

pele thle lecinciples hereinelbiiere stated, eslles iwge
all sectional questiols, and unitineg tllose purely tna-
tionale, and adlitting into said lparty all American
citizens, (referred to in thle third, fourth aind 1ifth -
sectlns,) nhi openly navow the prineilples aned lopin-
ions heretofore expres•aed, and wh-eo will subscrible
thelir eanles to this platforen. P"ovided, nevtrcltheless, Itllh a majority ofl tlhoee nelcbere lpresent at any
meeting ot a l;cal concil wheree an aeplicant appllies i
for metlcbersllp in the Americnll party meay for eanyl
reIsoen ety them deemed cefficient, deny adelission to
such alllplicallt.

15th. A free enld open discession of all political
tprinciples eelemced in our platform.

llespectfully seleeitted.

ExP.ORnATIONx OF TllEi RIVEt S.LADIO IN oUTti
A•itarcA.--A letter has been received from Tholean
J. Page, lieutenant in conmmnand of the United St:ltessteamer Water Witch, dated Buenos Ayres, Decem-
ler 15, 1855, which gives us additional information in
relation to the extluration of the river Salado, upon
whichl work Lieut. P. has been enugaged ersenme time
baek. It will be recollected that we published some
extracts of a previous letter from Lieut. P. dated the
t2d of Octolber last. Since then, in the further ex-
otinatioui of the river Salado, its navigability Ihas
lieen fotnd to extend il to a place called San Mliglel,
in the province of Salta, a distance by land of about
130 hmles above the point at which the descent of
the river was commenced on the 13th of September
last. This gives to thie lrovinces of Salta, Injui, and

at:lmarca thile benefit of nenarer approach to navi-
gable waters.

'l'tienthlsian:il of the authorities nld people of the
dilberdtt provinces through which the expedition
passed (Santa Fe, Santiago, Tucuman and Salta) on
the discovery of the navigability, of tile Salado is said
to lhave been beyon descripltioti. Tlhey characterize
this discovery as the opening of a new era in the
tprosplerity ofttheir country, and as the third great epoch
-lirst, their independence ; second, the downfill of

iosas; third the discovery of the navigability of the
:lsldlla. Tile vast inmlplatunee, in a commnercial lpoilt

of' view solely, whlicth attallcs to tile navigatlon of tile
XSalado, is a matter of clear demonstration. The dif-
iulties and expenses attendant upon the present un-
wnieldy conveyances lIb whiah the products of thie
provinces are tl•trSlelted to markteet, contrasted with i
ithe facilities oflered Iby thle Sallado, exhibit t result
which proves incontestably the advantages that can
be derived frotm its navigation. The lrevalence of
t!lis opinion is such, that the removal of the towti of
Santiago, at sonme future period i to the banks of the i
Salado, is seriously talked if. and orders have already
l)eet issued fino other leovielese fei tle piurchase of
Illlds oil this river. [Wahtillgton iUnion.

Tihe newspapers of tile Argentine confederationi
speak ill the most cempllilnetattry termns of the enter-
prise and petseveranlce of Lieut. Page, and attach
great importance te t te results of the expedition.

hlunroe, convicted in Charleston, Ill., of the nlur-
dcr of his iather-in-law, and respited by the Governor,
was taken from the jail a few days ago by it mob and
hanged.

A•ulscnenllt This Eelnilg.

ST. CIHAlLES TIIHETEi.--Mr. (tllins, the Irish
CItt dire Viai\ ,"T l,-T. tilh AI.l 'nc " ov tt pary

GAllET TtEttTIT.--" Still Waters Itun Deep,' and

On-PFELLOWo It•LL.-C•llignoos Classical COn-

PELICAN .nEATer -Ltst week of Donetti'strained
lll'k •,da and goats; a nlo, knleid scopic,l Illseaiu s.

Atmloo HIALL.--Dialamice Panorama of the lRus-

Aat1:oCAN Cincs.--Corner of tagazilne and Jose-
1,hine mrets. ]rvery creB.nh.

Tin (:i:EAr Bel-T he great Australian perforno-
ing iear, at No. 95. St. Clarlh, street. Day and evenig.

Stearn boat Departures This Day.

LOVI•.R MISSISIPPL
New Latona, Glos, u~l ter, at 9 o'clock A. Mt.

OtIO RI \ER.
Ge, t ie-lip, mlete, at 5 o'clock. John E. HIyde & Co., C6

.\llabam, 3arah:l., master, at 5 o'clock. L. Snapp & Co., 17
Ftruat treet, agelts.

II. I. i('ark, Lolwick, m er, at5o'cloek. Lewi. Snapp h Co.,
Fronat tret, aadT.. h 12 ew ,w Levee, agen

A, A KANSAS RIcER.
Auawau, Windot.or, maste, at 5 o' ltk. Lewii Soap:p C Ca., 87

FROM OUR tFEC7TtcOaneut
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:b`_fp l]'L7!

WanziLoo'pn , Fobrhairy;St, l8VI8
It was to behloped that the loIow of tepeoE-

tiveo, after spendLng so much time in the sem ofoa
presiding officer, would evince:.sa di ott to go•to

iwork and accomplish, at as early a
the b einess of the ie hbut, with tl ee of
the election of a Chaplain-flie Pev. DanieL.Wajof
New York, anold revolutionary soldier, ha g bk en
elected tp'dy, on the second ballot-arrd th• •yeen-
tation andl refence of a few bills and petitions, noth-
ing has been' done during the weeka, and edday th•:
IHouse adjourned over to Monday next.
- On Toesday Itr. Hickman, of Pennsylvaria, repoet-
ed a resolution, from the Committee on teetius, aiih-
thorizinn"aid Coiamittee, in the investt ofg• tie
Kansas election cae, to send for per r,
or, in other wnorato subphina, ifthey 1hou3 •eo
per, everPAbllitmtinist in the Tereitoryta molce ltrip
to IWishington City at the expenaoof: he
Government. The resoltion as
by Mes'oro o elps of Misourri, and
gia, the Ittler demonstrating, very '
mind,"that Goveaior eeder had no n
claim to the seat now oceupied by GenWtiie It
shoned tltit Reeder was clearly estopp)ed i,9 oak•
acts as Governor, from di~tingtifg.t 1fi ;
petsof the Territorial Legislature, and eogently
of the' law under which.Whitfield w en ; His
argument, though brief and merely, in t t he
mitdsquestion under disussion,,aa to
many members. I have no.doubt, a tion
was rcrlo•nitted--in spit •f-urge` ei from

hWashldri'nothe chairman of the co ami nd nih
er Beefler men, to the House for ita q
sagei--ath instructions to repotff
induced, the committee to askt for sau
authority, we should have doubtless h
of the pissage of the resolution, arsecn so of
the Kansaew-ar here in Vashigto4d eit for
granted that General Whitdielti would i h
on the " border riffians," and we v re-
enactel in our midst the scene so grAphueydeocrib-
e by Shi Walter Scott •othe FairtIh eth

The proceedings inth& inate du i
ne bht ttl interen, The
from hte}wsaoehuuetlo,.(QtWpihiiu$dit Toeodly, t}o
give rise toconasitdelabin.tnveroatiu. idost
violent, and parntEl aibusolt- ofSle mn,
charging him withi bing, whilstln i , the
companion of thieves, r6bbers atnd-ddo:6n nito,,"WI'th more of hTriub]anod mit,, -"

Whblil. even to me, won it onld
tie toolu'casion at the same timei
that tie was responsible for his remrk
out of the chunmbbs. This declaration, iti caight,
will compel the honorable Senator to engge the ser-
vices of a clerk, or he will find it impossile to anu-er
all demands that may be made upon him, unless he
should adopt:for the future the mine prudent, eou e
of braidling hi• tongiue or his imanution,for:i e
sirppioses his icdfue of Shannnoti iihtat acy
sketch. .
..The.two most prom~.inent topics of con.ve tion at
tlis time are the assembling oftlie American Coi~ieii-
tion'at Philadelphia to-mororo, and the aiitie1iatei
appearance of irsc, Julia Dean Hayneat theo'ationl
Tlieaterto morlri evening: From the meage re reports
wrhikehritch us of the action of the Council wlich
met the foat of thei-e-ke, Ati itire conclisionoe
be arrived at as :to 'l t will be the action of
Convention. The Fillmore and Law men seem
equally saugnine as to the result. From privatein
vices, I am disposed to regard Law's ehliaefesdfe
nomination the best. It is the impressiono of inpny
that the Southern Americans Il withdraw froti the
Convention, but I do not think . Some compromise
will-doubtless be effected, as neither sectionfi a• dis-
pense with the vote of the other in the ledentihl
election. But speculation is uless, as thecresult of
the delibenrtions of the Convention will fa• hydo•
long before this.
The atmosphere to-day is as soft and balmy as tlat

of a May morning, and there is every reason to holpe
that winter hc left us at Inast. 3t.

TIllrty- ourth Congress--First SessIon.
WASICtG(;TOx , Feb. 20, 1856. - Senate. - Mr.

Dolglas uLos, at hIis own request, excused from serv-ing oa the Conmmittee on Foreign Relations.
Mt. tlown presented a petition from the Presideut

and Directors of the Central oMetroaolitan Railroad
Comnpan, praoying for the privilege of ruoning a rail-
road traie through such of the avenues and street-s
of Washinigon as theyrnay fued most eonvetiett, and
also praying aon aropriation of land or money in aid
of thile constructio of tile road.

Mto. Iassnstated tlhat tile Conmmittee on Foreign
Ailirs lold cased a map of Cento m America to be
preparedl, those in existence being of IBritish origin :
tad, so his motios, ten tlhoustd copies tere ordered
to be printed.

pired.
Tile resolrution of AMr. Jones of Tennessee, calling

for thejourusl of the Naval Board, wos adopted, and
the Senate adjouorned.

Hotoue of iteprsenliatves. Among thle many bills
introduced and appropriately referred, was one by
IMr. lillson, to repeal the act to promote the effliciency
of the Navy.

Mr. Mace introdumed a bilt to prevent the extension
of slavery in the territories of the United Staters,northl of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes, and moved
that it be referred to the Committee on Territories.

Mr. Smit of Virginia, raised a question of order
that, debate arising, the subject must go over m tuder
the rule.

leforl the subject was determined, the thhirty
minutes set aparlt foir tile introduction of bills ex-
pired.

Tile Hotns resuaed tile consideration, from yester-
day, of the resolution reported from the Committee
of Elections, asking tfor power to send for petoons and
pallace in tile Kansas contested election case.The motion of Mr. Grenooudto lay iron the table
fhaeing been disagreed to, tie resolution wtas passed-
yeas 7, nays 6 ; and then reconsidered by yeas 17,
nays 66.

lir. Dannsubnsittedl a substituote for tihe resolution,
thlat Josephll H. Bradlcy and Sidney S. uBaxter, Esars.,
of Washlington, be appoincted as Comloisioners oil
behalf of the House to tike depositions, and clothed
witl pover to adopt such means as will elicit proof on
all pointc s which thie respective contestiug partiesmay
presoent to the Comnoiosioners.

Mr. Orr movedl that the resoluotion of tile Commit-
tee of Elections be recommitte to thie Committee of
Etlc:tions, with instructions to report tile grounds on
which they nask for powoer to send for persons and
paplelr. He said that when thle comomittee shall re-
polrt, tile House could nmake its choice of either pro-
positions.

The motion of Mdr, Orr was agreed to.
cile election of a Clhaplain was inidelinitely post-

poned,and tile IIouse adjcurued.

SPONTA.s.OaS Coams'rTIO..-Benson Blake, Eiq.,
informed us yesterday that tire bursted out of the
cinter of apile of cotton seed that lay by the side of
h in-houonis gl-hose, s on lantation on the Yazoo river,
a few days since. The cotton seed lad been exposed
to the weather all winter, and he had commenced
hlarding it away, when the fire broke out in the
pile. After it was extingouished, on examination it
was foulld charred to a conaiderable depth, anid bore
the appearance of having been smothered inl for sonime
time. Mr. Blake assures us there can be no doubt of
the fire originating from the heat of the seed. No
doubt this is the cause of many gins burning down,
and we would advise all who have piles of tottooseed lying about their gins to haul it out forthwith.

[Vicksburg Whig, 2cth.

SISxLrt.It 1)icovan: IN AtLLraEILN•Y CONrTY,
VA.-On the 20th ult., a baanl of laborers on the Cen-
tral Railroad, in Allegheny county, on- Mr. Cady's
section, penetrated into is cave, the moath of which
was about 3000 feet from Jackson's river. Some of
the uworkmen entered it, and continuing on their
cour-e passed under the river and came out on the
other side of it. In the ae ave was found the body of a
hunter, with all the equipments lying near him.--
About $6,000 in bonds payable to Mrs. A. Crooa, and
dated in 1823, were found on the body, whichiwas in
ia wonderful state of preservation. The bonds are

signed by many of the oldest citizens of Allegheny
and Bath eouotics.

On the night of the 20th, E. D. Motrrell, charged
with the murder ofa man named Gordon in MIissouri,
was arrested in Dover, Delaware, by the officers who

tntelked him thither. Ite goes West with them volhn-

tarily without waiting for a requisition. te denies

the murder, but acknowledges standing by at the
time tie crime was committed. The prisoner had
saddlebags, n gold watch and a blanket which Mr.
Gordon's brother-in-law recognized as belonging to
the deceased. The arrest was made at the houso of
Morrell's father,
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Hdouse, hy a part majority.cfrl a1 faeteoposd hemea-restenouly"-be
Stenuboat Esploslow, and Loss of fl're ,in

Cnttfallfoltna.

The steamer which sailed from San Francisco on
the 5th inst., brought a rumor that a dioastroas
steunmboatexplosion had occurred on the Sacramento
river. We have received an extra qf the Sacrmento
Union, issued at 12 M.,on the 5th, fli whibchwe ex-
tract the following particulars:

The boat running to Marysvile, known as the Betle,
Capt Charls IH. IIHocton, left this city at 7 o'dclock
for Red Bluff. At Iprecisely a quarter' to 8 o'clock,
and when opposite the Russian ford, eleven miles
above town, the boiler burst, and instanisneously tth
steamner was strewed with mangled bodies and frag-
ments of the wreck. SMr. James A. Powoell a eureg,
who resides at Grand Island R•iich, below Calsi, who -
was one of the paotnge ra, tia mhes with the sua•-
joined larteolata : He . ha at the moment of
the exlosion he way le 1e the ladies' cabin, and
when the occident occurred heas eompletelystunned
for the moment, but ilanleditely thereafter recovered.
On looking about him, he tirst aw ar child, badly hurt,
andr also a tanbcer of pe•ons floating down:the river.
The steamer General Reddinogon ens on her doA w-
vard trip, and eahealthe scene of thccident at 8
o'clock. Thesteamer inlmediately e sdrvivors
fronm the wreck. The entire boat, a exception
of some forty feet of the after porti ninstantly,
anld the wreck, as our informant sian, is morn oom-
plete than was that of the iU-fated PearL" On the ar-
riral of the Gen. Reddlngton, the body of Capt. Hods-
ton was dr0wn from the water onsoiderably mutilated.
Wet. Shalllcross, one of the pilots, wao found with his
thigh broken and head cut ;he is daneroansly hurt,
Nspoleon Ityte, a brother pilot, is t . Al.So.
Alonzo Taylor, clerk, and E. Sheets, .mat• 'Among
the wounded, Jolm Smith, deck hand; leg scalded!
Major John Bidwell, scull fiaetoied-he is now atlr.
Harkneirs office, where his wounds are being dressed•;
Charles Yalley, second cook, badly scalded and, leg
broken, which will hove to be amn stated-patient:at
Price and Proctor's hospital; Walla•c iller,. a lad "
about fourteen years of age, face contused, knee cut
and salded slightly-at Mr. Skagg's reom-t El Ddrea
Block ; Jalmes Parker, bar-keeper, nose andu fietteal
cut-lying at the 4lhambm. Onr infotrrata -'ttates
that there were at least sixty souis on boad. At
breakfast time there were two table.asetted, ealh of
whichwere filled. One-half of all wh&it•t' tils city
to-day on the Belle are either dead, wouued o• •mesa-
ing. The Gen. Reddinogtose brought fitc , the
wretk but thirty-two or three peoonas, includi• the
itiji•red.

The Skowhegaau (Mfe) Clnriooaays; "A heany
shock of an earthquake was felt in this vicinity at & .

dring the same night.. The earthquake &it Iaaty•
Soccurtred at 6 o'clock on the morning :=o-thln '
SFebhary.' " '


