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Metalrle Conroe Races.

The very dtagreeable weather of yesterday threw
a damper upon sporting.' The cold rains and drizzles
which alternated during the forepart of the day,
affected the race course, as might Ihve been expected -
the track was heavy, and the attewlanee very slim.
Those who did attend, however, speculated liberally,
for the race promised to be one of considerable inter-
est : the winners of the previous day's raees, Min-ne-
ha-ha and Liz Mardis, being entered with Mary
B-- for a purse of $500, mile heats, best three in
five. The achievements of Min-ne-ha-ha and Liz
Mardis seemed to have no eflfect upon the baekers of
Mary B- , and the betting was about even on Mary
against the field. Min-ne-ha-ha, however, won the
race easily, in three straight heats, and, considering
the state of the track, the time made was excellent.
We append the particulars and summary.

First Heat.--Minne-ha-ha got a little the lead at the
start, having the outside track: Liz Mardis came
next, hosvig the inside, with Mary B- abont a
length in her rear. They showed in the second turn
pretty close together, and in the back stretch Mary
I---- brushed past Liz Mardis, and gave htin-ne-ha-ha
the hardest kind of a push. Rounding into the home
stretch, however, lin-ne-ha-ha gained ground, and
came in an easy winner, in 1:534.
,-Serpnd Heat.--Mary P- got the lead byajump,

Min-ne-ha-ha second, and Liz Mardia a little in the
re,,r. Ia the second turn, Min-ne-ha-ha closed up to
Mary, passed lier gracefuilly in the back stretch, and
caume home hanrsomely ahead in 1:3.•.
Third tliet.-The reae with which Min-ne-ha-ha

won the first two heats precluded furthersport ; large
odds upon her final triumph went begging. At drum-
tap Mary again got the start, Min-ne-ha-ha pushing
closely. Entering the back stretch, the latter laid her-
self out in earnest, brushed past Mary and kept a
little way ahead till they got into the last half mile.
Then Mary left LiT Maridis for good, and Min-ne-ha-ha
left Mary in the same way. The two gaps widened,
and Mlin-ne-ha-ha came home in 1:35., leading Mary I
B- twenty or thirty yards, and distancing Liz
Maidis.

M-.-,,, :.= fOrReg. N. l. FiO, , n , t9 s5.--JockeyI h('l,, l lre s51 --1 1se} , tl o, .. , tr'els is, hlie
1..-11. .F.K enner'~ h -t i-,u- . ,, .h, by \o-,

D ] , l Kate Au l rer, h. A" ... . 1 1 t

SI'", :-rrtO --lu osr rpo,-, of thl irst sorce on Tr--iay,
t, ': la, ils s, Caru lellw o-the favorite belore

. it;nel:!rl ; r.,, ir wt~i he all r gh~. '" Acc i delet"" etc.]

There was not much offered yesterday for remar.k.
The weather was cold, drizzl:ng and something of an
atrtic temperature in the fore part of the day, which
nut tllkt altg'etther out of humor for trading. At a
later hour rain commenced to fall. checking the dis-
charring an'd loading c'f steamer, and vessels. If it
does not lcome iolder we iharli rent content, as we
l:cv that the Weteru river, which are reported to
be obltruCited lby ice will not long remain so. ll the
m".aucime We-tern products are bringing good price.,
and though cutton h.as eenr rather inaLtive for two

,days pa-t we 'c .ider that as very immaterial, as
there i o '::!y a :Ipderate quantity of the article on
-,!e at tii- ntomleut.
The European acco,'nt- of the 24th nit., Crought bl

the tcrew tcardr r .rth Amerlic, arr'iced at Port-
la,d whkh we pulubliothel in o:a' i C.e yesterday. had
no ctilct on our market. It i- hardly worth while at
this inclent to exper t any hceavy transactions in eet-

ton, from the want of ficlities in placing bill. ias it I
will require home few days to relieve the narket from

the press which has been accum'lating for the past

The advices by the Asia are fully due, and should
they confirmc the favorable character of the advices
alrcalo received, (ot fvhich thiere is no doubt,) we do
not thinrk that our market will be much enlivened,
CLemuse there most be a further advance in Liverpool
to cover pre.ent prices ruling here.
The London accounts brought by the Fulton re-

garding money matters are con-idered favorable,
ex'epting by the Bears, who are always growling a I

though they hall sore head-. We give no extracts
this mocsing for want of room; moreover, the mails

by the Niagara, of the 20th nit., may come to hand
this nreoruing. We can only add that the commercial
and iunancial advices by the Fulton are highly
encouraging, and if the directors of the Bank ol
England do not choose to reduce the rate of interest,
it will neither make money any dearer nor scarcer in
this good city of New Orleans, as the time has passed
that our welfare depended upon the whims and
caprices of the mandators of the old woman in
Thrcadneedle st'eet.

Corox.--The receipts for the twenty-four hours
ending at 6 o'clock last evening were, by the Eclipse,
Ifrom Vicksburg, 1,i21C bales; Natchez. from Vicksi
burg, 2,012; Emlpress, from Trenton, 451; Florida,
from Mobile, 35r; Woodford. from IMemphis. 27';
Aunt Letty, from sNa-hille. 6'; r; sundry boats. 214.
Total, C .. 10 bales. The receipts for the correspond-

s 

ing day last year were .0l27 bales.
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WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENCH.

WAsm.vN•go,,, Jan. 1, 1857.
The dullness and insipidity of Washington life at

this season of the year is proverbial, but it has been
generally remarked that this has never been the case
to such an extent as at the present time. Like the
momentary calm which precedes a storm, hqwever,
this is only the prelude to the active and stirring
scenesimmediately before u. The real business of
the short session never begins in earnest until after
the New Year, nor is it usaal for the votaries of fashion
to commence the customary round of social festivities
which distlnginhh "the season, until the same time.
Next week, ,heides the pressere of Congressional
duties, we shall have the inauguration of the social
season: and, what with balls. hops, parties. dinners,
pre identiallevees, etc., we have a prospee$ of a lively
time. Politicians, lobby agents andoffice-seekers will
commence flocking in,and the avenues, no eompar-
atively silent, will echo the impatient tread of hun-
dreds who will be attracted here by considerations of
business or pleasure.

It is reported that the President elect, Mr. Bu-
chanan, or, as he is almost universally styled here,
" 0:, Buck," will reach the city about the last of this
month. It is generally believed that he has not yet
selected his cabinet, and that his object in coming to
Washington is to have a wider survey of the fields
before him, so that he may constitute a cabinet that
will be acceptible to his party friends, as well as to
himself. This is earlier thannewlyelected Presidents
usually come to Washington. I think it was late in
February before either Gen. Taylor or Gen: Pierce
reached the city. Both of these gentlemen, succeed-
ing an administration of opposite politics, were per-
haps apprehensive of two great a presoare from those
oelf-acrificing patriots, commonly called office-seek-
ers, who are aso anxious to serve their country. With
" Old Buck" the caseisdifferent. Hesucceedsanad-
ministration of the same political faith. Even this,
however, will not protect him from the importunities
of placemen. He will be called on to displace many
of the appointees of Gen. Pierce, and to substitute
others in their stead. Democrats do not labor for
party success altogether for the honor and glory of
the thing, any more than any otherparty, if as much.
It will be found that they have as keen a relish for
the spoils of office as any of the others: norwill they
willingly consent to postpone their claims upon the
President elect, even if the recognition of them leads
to the rejection of members of the same political
family. Mr. Buchanan will find himself mistaken,
when Ihe-gets to Washington, if he sripposes he will
be free from the importunities of office-hunters.

The great increase within the last few years of the
official patronage of the President, is bnepf the evils
of the Government. If the power of appointment
were distributed among the different heads of depart-
ments, it would be much better for all parties. The
President has enduglh, and itore than enough, to do
to occupy his whole time, independentof the appoint-
ment of government otficials. The social obligations
of the President, properly discharged, consume much
more time than is generally supposed. The public
duties of the position are made to give way frequently
to these social requirements. To be continually be-
siezcd and beleaguered by an army of place-hunters,
in addition to all this, is enough to make the Presi-
deen y anything but a led of roses. It is believed by
manny that the exhausting duties of the office short-
ened the lives of Iron. Iarrison, Gen. Taylor and 3)r.
Polk. The i)prset incum'bent, young as he is, beans
the :earks of these annoyances in his pale and restless
aI qearance. To seehim galloping donr tihe Avenue
on his,horse-ache does every One day-you are una-
svoidably reminded of a long imprisoned bird just
esiapedln rom his cage, and exulting in a new sensa.
tion of freedom.
Each hiuse of Congress had a short session on

Tuesday, buntdid nothing of moment. The louse of
Representatives passed the consular and diplomatic
bill: and then listened very complacently to a long, n
tedious and unprofitable discussion between several of r-
tile Illinois memaben aO to the character of the late b
canvass in that State. It was proved, on the one
sile,that the Democracy conducted the canvason fi
false issues ; and on the other, that the Black Relub-
licaus grossly deceived the people as to the designs of
the South. This is about the result of the discover-
ies. Each party having proved the other to be utterly
corrupt and devoid of all principle and fairness, to b
the satisfaction of the House and the audience, an
adjournment was had until Friday.

The most important bill which will he brought up t
during the prennt session is the bill proposed by a
special committee, for the construction of a railroad 
to the Pacific. It is what is called the Omnibus bill,
and is understood to be under the special care and
patronage of lion. Robert J. Walker, ex-Secretary of
the Treasury. It providesforthree diferentbhrnnuche
-all to connect at some point on the plains, and
thence to have a grand trunk to San Francisco in
common. This is understobd to be a compromise
among the rival routes--but there is a growing dis.
trust of all of them. Many persons, even members
of Congress, who were favorably disposed to the
building of a Pacific railroad at the first blush, have
cone to the conclusion that it is at this time utterly
impracticable-wotld cost an immense sum of money
-and could not, possibly, produce a revenue sufi-
cient to keep it in running order. The bill will be
laslt t the present session, but its advocates will per-
halps continue to press it upon Congress until they
succeed in getting a charter.

The Senate has not yet taken up the treaty with
England for discussion. Treaties are always consid-
ertld in secret session, and it is not probable, there-
fore, that we will know the nature of the discussion,
whether the treaty be rejected or ratified. I nat very
confident, however, that a majority of the Senate is
favorably disposed ,towards Walker, and for this rea-
son look ftr a rejection or a material midification of
this last bantling of Mr. Marcy.
To-day, as is usual, all the foreign ministers and

diplomtist, and all oll the officers of the army and navy
nowsin the city. are calling on the President. The
SWhite lHouse glitters with stars, sabres and epaulettes.

ESSEX.

A.\nrrn:D TO BAIL.-Lewis Baker, the murderer
of slill Poole, has bien admitted to bail by the Su-
preme Court of Nel York in the sum of $5000.

II vnso ts CON':rCT.-Com. Stewart, whose term
of command if the navy yant in Philadelphia was o
about to expire, wrote to the Secretary of the Navy
to name his soceessor. The latter, in reply, s.lid the
Coummodore should hd h ld his present eJmmand as long
as it as s acceptable to hil.

SFiclre.-Martin Hampton, of lLwrence county,
Ohisa Motving gone partially blind, went to Cincihati,
whclre 1n o "ulist tot.aly destroyed his sight, in at-
temptilng to restore it. Tile patient returned home
and com-iuoitted suicide by hbanging himsclfwitha hand-
lcerohief.

SAD.-Capt. \t-ilstow, of the schooner Minerva, at
Fall Rivcer. Mass., from Baltimore, stw oas the d231
I int., near Sereotrd inlets, a fre ianlo aft schouner, full i
of water, w:thl one iman aI.sitd in the f,rel- ri.arieg and I
others of tie unfortunate crew in the topsa-all appa-
'irent!y having li~en f-len t . death. Althoasgh the I
'eCek ren..ied in sight until the next day, the.
wc athertwas such that Capt. Win•low was unable to
approach tto acertaiu w.h the poor soul, were. He
'1ad. on the previtus diay, oti" Chlincoteague shoals,
-i I•'•rd a quantity of y•llow pine hliier and pieces
Ste rail ofs a vessel, which poassibly came from the

A F1.i: I;:.;- ur.--The arrival of the Fulton set-
l t the tct that the stary of oa b,-at and a numler of

-pa i.-egers of the lob t steamer Lyounaise having been
pit sed up and c.:cied into Bordeaux, was false.

tNEW YAnn-'s DAY IN TIIE WoIE Hor'sn.--TheI first day of 1•37 was eclebratlf in the Presidential
mansion much in the mannc. it was in the residence
of our Mayer. The foreign ministers and their secre-
t:tries were presented to tile Chief Magistrate, and
Smost of the members of the Cabinet were present.
The house was thrown open tI, ths- public, and tihou-
sands pa;t! thber -espects to the Prec'rent.

Pour Days Later from Europ.
PER STEAIRIEP rULTOS.

The ateamship Fulton left Sontlhapton sotthe 18th
alt, ad arrived at New York om the itatnt

The Mail steamer Niagara, from Boston, arrived at
Liverpool early on the morning of the I1th. By this
veerel the Preesident's memssage wsereeived in f1g-
land.

The U. S. Mail steamship Washington. from New
York on the 2th November, arrived off Cowrs i the
night of the 14th alt.

Several mal steamers, besides the Hermann' front
Liverpool and Southampton, had put back to pert
damaged daring the late violent Westerly and South-
weaterly gales, which had been very destrctive Jn
their retnlts.

From Constantinople, under date of Dec. 8, we
learn that the Persian Government had issued a pro-
clamatlon, recoagniziagthe English declaration of war.
The British had taken the islands of Ormuz and
Karack.

The Russian General Philipson has retaken Snm-
jouk Kalek, after a gallantdefence by the Cfrcassians..

The English Parliament is to meet for business on
the 3d of February.

The London 'imes has an article on President
Piercea's message, which it considers, on the whole,
as" conciliatory both in matter and manner."

The navigation of the Baltic was re-opened on the,
14th of December, and several ships released from
the ice.

The Congress of Paris, with the Second Plenipo-
tentiaries, was to meet between the 20th and 24th of
December.

It was believed that everything would be ar-
ranged beforehand on the Belgrade and tale of Ser-
pens•atus, io. -

The India mail brings ew of the proclamation of
war against Persia. The last division of the British
fleet feft Bombay on the 15th of November. Five
thousand troops were to occepyKarrack and Bushvie.
The whole of India was profoundly tranquil.

The new Turkish Ministry has been constituted,
with RIetebid Pacha atsGrand Vizier.

The quarrel between the Spanish Government and
the King of Prussia is said to have gone so far, that
the next step, unless prevented by powerful interven-
tion, can only be actual hostility.

A telegraphic despatch from Corfa'states that ~te
Lord High Commissioner of the Ionian .Islands had
di•olved the Parliament.

The muiderer of Cope, in London, Robert Mar-
ley was hung at the Old Beqey on the 15th of
December.

Milano, the soldier who attempted to nasessinate
the King of Naples, was hanged on the morning of
the 13th December.

Berlin letters assert. that the marriage of Prince
Frederick William of PrAussia is to take place on
the 21st of November next, the day on whieh theq
Princess Royal of England completes her seventeenth
year.' -

Great seyerities are said to be practiced on the potl
tical prisoners of Neofchatel.

Harrison, the Leed's'Wlard, has been sentenced to
four yPears penal servitde.for bigamy. - .

The controversyr'eeleeting the extraordinary story
about "Rpilways andulevolvers in.Georgia," is'eo-
tinned in the London Times, whi•h.phblished the
narrative: 'In that jonrual, pf'the 13t pt December
another tetterappears from Mr: Arrewemith, in which
he stoutly pers ists "thatthew ko of my narrative
is subsantially true, and that tile scenes therein de-
scribed were but too real." He says, :' Never think-
ing to publish an account of thee scenes, I did not
furnish myself (as I might have done!on the spot)

I with any evidence; nor did I enqbire or learn tie
name.and addrees of any of my co-pmeengers, so asSto obtain evidence afterward therefore, may aser-
I tion standa nnsupported." The Times winds up an
editorial article in reference to this letter, by saying
" If o strange a story were told te by the most re-
spectable ma in-England;we should bevery much
surprised,- and think of the most respectable man
p rett much what we are compelled to think of Mr.
SJohn Arroramith-ethat he was under an hallucin'a

tion." eSo stands the Georgia Railvay and Revolver
controversy.

At a meeting of the Royal Geograplhical Society of
London, on the 15th December, Dr. Livingston wasSpresented with the Society's gold medal or his dis-
h coveries in Central Africa.

" Baron Nathan,' the celebrated Master of Cere-
monies at Roshervilln Gardens, is dead.Y The Duke of Ossona, charged with a diplomatic
mission extraordinary from Spain, arrived at St. Pe-
tersburg on the 9th of December. t

The pain.
The Bishops of rease and Almeria have prleafed

on addrees to the Queen in which they expreJe
' their gratitude for the enefits he has conferred on

r. the Church of Spain, which they say always was and
ever will be the firmest rampart of the Spanish throne
sand of the Cathlic nation confided by Providence to
the ryal solicitude.

Algenla.
SA letter from Algiers,-t the 12th ult., announces a

a sueceiful razzia accomplished by Captains Colvmh
and Leroux ogainst the tribes 01 the Hamyans and
Djrmbni . whio thad refusrd to submit to the Freach
dominotion. After an obstinate resitaneethe Djem-h bone were put to flight, with the loss of 40 killed

f and 70 wounded; 15,000 sheep and 1,S00 camels re-
mained in the hands of the French. At the sanme
time, Gien. de Beacfort made an excursion with a
moveable column towards the northern frontier. His
rear guard was attacked by the hostile tribes. The
General wheeled round, attacked the assailants, and
dispersed them with the loss of 00 killed, among
whom were three marabouts remarkable for their
I fanaticism.

Three Days Later.
PER STEAMSHIP NIAGARA,

By the arrival of the Niagara, dates three days later
have been received.

The Collins steamer Erricsson arrived at Liverpool
on Friday evening, Dec. 19th.

The ship Dreadnaught arrived at Liverpool also on
the 19th ult., bringing one day later news.

The steamer Persia arrived in the Mersey at 7
o'clock on the morning of the 20th December. The
greatest speed that she attained on her passage was
339 miles in 24 Ihours.

A steamer had arrived from the wrecked ship Adri-
atic, and reported that should the weather keep mod-
erate, there was every sign of the ship coming off
withont much damage.

It was still supposed that the Congress of Paris
would rea.wemble.before the new year, but nothing
official had been stated. Count Walewsk, it is said,
proposes that some compensation should be given to
Rtoasia for the loss of Belgrade, and Rtissia proposes
to accept a oiece of laud between the river Talpuk
and one of its tributaries.

A Paris dispatch saysthat Austria is the only power
that has not yet named a representative to the Con-
gress, but Baron Hubner will probably represent Aus-
tria, and Baron Bruno, Russia.

Great Britain.
Transports are being taken up in England for rein-

forcements to thle Indian Expedition against Persia.
Eight regiments have orders to be in readinees.

Capt. Hartstein and the officer and rrew of the
"Resolute," are to return home in a British ship.
From want of time, they had to'decline invitations
to dine with the Geographical Society, and other
liblie blodies. Three thousand persons visited tile
RIesolute alter thle Queen left.. The Queen sent 100
to bie distributed among the crew.

A great meeting had been held at Birmingham to
protest against the continuance of the War Income
lax. l•eolotions were passed that the law in itspre-
sent form is unj st, appressive, degrading and not to
bIe tolerated by a free people. The movement is
spreading to other parts of the country.

France.
An editorial in the i1onileur on the Nenuchatel

affair had attracted coosiderable attention. It speaks
in harsh terms respecting Switzerland.

The Prince of Prussia, presently at Paris, is the
bearer of an autograph invitation to the Emperor
Naptleon, tr visit Berlin in the spring. It is said the
Emperor Napoleon has accepted the invitation.

A deputation of Mtoldo-Wallachian Bozaldo, in
Paris, have presented Oddressos to the Emperor, in
tavor of a union of the principslities.

Several of the French papers are advocating the
establishment of a government line of steamers. The
ConstitiIonetl says the plresect state of the money
market is the sale barri.r. The Sircle proposes a
government sulbtidv to the existing TrainsAtlantic
steamers, and adds that government is about to re-
consider the que-tion of a Trans-Atlantic Line-a

aaestioi that has been adjourned so often, and which
catastroplhes, such as the lo of the stealners Pacfltic.
the City o lPhiladelphia and the Lyonnaiae, reader
more than ever indisl.e.able.

Ausllla.
Tihe late of feeling is reported to be so bad i: Hon-

gary that the .iustri ill heads of delpartmenu n are to
tmeet iil -cil utioa on the subject.l- Prussia.

PrTiain is makibg great preparations to move
against Switzierand. Considr.rabr iuore than two
army crsM, as at first itcandued. Tril bhe mbilised for
ttimmediate service.

SIt saris dispatch sa., o frigendly power (lo.t named)

dis undri-tood to hiv•e suadgested that Switzerland
should Ie reqtired c lsrde tol, I'ri..icas demand for
the relea-e o tile N'frftchatel prisoners by a collect-ite [note from the iiowrs which signed tile pritucol
e. of Loudon. This uld enablre Switzerland to make
o l honornble ritreat.

e ri te Ltest.
The failre of Ribert Jihns,.n & Co., warehoise-

meni Londoni .eld Gtrge Aaihworth A i('., mannfac-
s tiurer,, Manhehter, is announced. The liabilities of the
le atter are about t100,OL

The fali of Hterat froim Pelsian suoresen is confirmed.
Acecornts show the defence to have been bNavely rus-
taied. The city was only given up when all hopes of
defending it successfally had disappeared. In Englaendif a stroiug feeling is getting up, inimical to the war with
Persia, arisiug out of this siege.

A meeting had been held at Newca~tle-Upon-Ty.e,
to denounce tile piraticnal expedition against tersia ;
and. on Friday night, bills were posted about London..e warning soldiers aqainat taking part in the "'piratical
ti invasion of Persia.'"

e Sicily is reported tranqil. Baron Bentivengo is a
prisoer in the hands ofthe reval authorities. Manyr- other prisoners have been captuired, and arrive every

Sday in Palermo.

"' It isa fict," says the Bombay Gazette, " tli:t the
Sentire popal:tiun ofi hliodoesuin ,ocs ntt average sil.

pence a year ir c!ithllirg."


