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hd firth to o.lchlldren at 27 Leoflnemects--
bofr uteone birth, asven times three, and
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.tati the wife of a p nor linen weaver in
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r bal fro ras tie
tpateinthedebate on the Kansas Senatebiill S nor

iexpt to take part In the dieasion o any
ranisobof that quseatlon. Onge passage of the con-
tdvtuce'blll I mQVed, the previonu question, but for-
hore to oeopythe tttneof the House to give my t,

on mfor my vote. elrhapsI shoold not have
tbhIth se. llwi thee bei aso But treson
edays terthie ssagof the bill, my honorable h

olleague (r. Boyc] delivereda a speech in reply to
the onerable ember from lishstefppi eMr, Quitmanl
in whose viewsI concrred, and who tad myself
alone of all the Southern Democraots stood with the
op~oittlon on that question. I do not complai of
the nouse seycollaegue thought proper to purse; q
but that, wdith other sneequent events, makes it due
to my constitent as well as to melf, in my own e
judgment, that I should ask the indulgence of the
touse whtlat I now hriefly state those reasons. o

The argument for and against the, Senate bill had
been exhausted in a discussion exhibiting a degree of
ability seldom surpassed il theso deliberative bodies. a
And I thlnk an impartial posterity wil bear me outa
when I saythat the preponderance of the argument h
was oargely in favor of. he advocates of the bill. To
my min8nit was concloeively proved that the Coansti
tat•n bof Kansas had come up to te with all the
sanretn iea rsite to a valid Constitution. The
entire Demobdati party, with the President at its
head (the Dbaolas Demoortps excepted) indorsed it.

eItwi scl~ebflyle y ttytprecedests and sounod argn-
wient, that the conventleo had the right to submit that
Consitution to the peope for ratifictation or rejection,
in part, inthe whole, or not at all ; and in either
event t would be binding on Kansas and acceptableto t
uso That she had not the reqisite federalpoplatlon, ,
and wa presenting herself without a formal enabling e
act, might andilght, under all the niroumstances, to
be waived, was conceded by all, denied by none. It t
was not questioned that she would agree to abstain T
from the exeriseof all right of taxation, and that
the extraordinary claim of seventeen millions of w
asrer of land over and above what other States simi-
arlty situated had reoeived, would be abandoued and .
the four millions gladly accepted. The Senate billt
was the embodiment, as was supposed by its advo-
eates, of all that was useful nud needihl for her ad-
mission. The Green-Pugh amendment was distate- a
fut to many of us, but, to secure unity of actiona
among the friends of Kansas, it was acquieseed in,
after some modifications. This amendment was, how- Is
ever, a concession which brought no strength to the
bill, but, on the coutrary, weakened it; for it led the
opponents of the bill to hope for frther concesioons c
on a conference upon the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses. It was, however, considerod by mlny d
that altheogh we might, in the language of the late, ,,
lamented Evans, be "fighting for a shadow, so fart
as any ultimate good could come to the South," t
nevertheless we were contending for "a principle of t
vital importance," namely, the admission of a State
with a promslavery Constitution ; the importance of fi
which principle was enhanced by the fact that such
admise on might prove-though I do net myself di
think osuch would have been necessarily the case-a
barren victory to the South ; and that in proportion Is
as she would gain but little by it, so much the greater if
the wrong to he Sauth of refusing Kansas admission t
with the Lecompton Constitotion. at

The passage of the hill wasopposed by the Rtepb- t
lieae, on the ground of the slavery futore of the
Constitution. The Douglas Democrats opposed it,
mainly, as they alleged, on the ground that the whole
Constitttion was not submitted. But, I think, they re
deceive themselves. I say it with respect, as I do not at
mean to assail the motives of gentlemen, the force and
power of abolition feeling at home unonsciously and
imperceptibly operated upon their judgments. The
precedents of the ratification of the Federal Consti-
totion'by thethirteen original States, by their respect- i
lye conventions alone, without submission by the
people; and the adoption of their State constitutions
by norethan half of tha States of this Union, in the ci
name manner, It would seem, ought to have been sof- o
ficunt to have determined this qoestion is the mind a
of any unbised person. The Democratic party, how- t
ever, with a portion of Souother Americarns, were o
satisfied with the Constitution upon both the slavery A
clause and the q Doetion ot submission, and should,
therefore hove insisted upon the adoption of the h
Senate bill. They would ultimately have succeeded.
But if they, had failed, then, on the defeated Senate r
bill, they would have on country with a bet-
br issue than on the victorioeus conference bill

But, sir, the Senate bill was defeated, and a Con- PI
ference Committee, at the request of the Senate, was re
appointed. After many meroligs and mtch disagree- T
ment, they reported the bill, the merits of which I
now propose to consider.

The firt objection to the bill is, that it submits the
whole Lecompton Constitution back to the pedle of 01
Kansas for adoption or rejection, i despitle of the de- at
claration of the people, in convention assembled, l t
that they desired admission, at once, under that con-
stituton. The first section of the bill provides that
the admission of Kansas shall be dependent on "the
fnudomental condition precedent," that the people of
Kansas shall accept a specific preposition contained
in six clauses of the bill respecting lands, tuxes, etc.
The bill provides further, that on a majority voting
"proposition accepted," at an election to be held, "the
Presialdent of the United Stte shall announce the
same by procamatlen ; and thereafter, and without
any further proceedings on the part of Congress, thed
admission ofe the State of Kansas itLo the Uniou upon c
anequal footing with the original States, in all re-
specots whatever, shall be complete and absolute."I
Whilst, on the other hand, If"a mojorityof the votes c
'east be for 'proposition rejected,' it shall be deemed T
and held that the people of Kansas do not desire ad-
mission into the Union woith said Coostitutws, under
the condition set forth In said propositionY" And i
then, regarding the adoption by Kansas of this last
alternative as a rejeotion of the Constitution, the bill S
goes on to authorize the people to form a new Con.
atitutiota Does this statement alone not make it pal-
pable to the plainest understaoding that, though not
In so many words, this is virtually a soubmisson of
the Coistltution? It does not matter whether the
voting be on the land grunt, the taxing power, etc., t
or on omeu titally indifltrent question ; still, if the
result be that Kansuas, with the Lecompton Coustitu-a
tion, would, on the one hand, he admitted, and on
the otiher, rejected, by reason of that vote, uuqoes-.
tonably the Constttittion i virtually submitted back
to' the people for ratification or rejection. p
Besides, if it were intended to submit the proposi-

tions growig out of the ordinance alone, why intro-
duoe into the bill the words " admission of the State
of Kansas into the Union,!' etc., at all? tl

Again, the Donglas Democrats, as before stated, t
based their opposltion to the enate bill mainly up on
the grouud of the non-ubmission of the whole ton-
stitation to the people. What other feature, then, ti
ask, is in the conference bill that commended that
bill,rather than the Senate bill, to the support of the b
English branch of the Douglas Democratsl Surely
net that feature which proposes to admit Kansas un-
der the Lceompton Constitutlon, upon the people, sta
the approaching August election, giving a majority in
for "proposition accepted;" butit, on the contrary, I
they should- give a majority for " proposition re-
jected," proposes to keep them out indefinitely?
Bat, sir, as to the construction which the English a

branch of the Douglas Democrats place on this bill,
weare not left to inference alone. "The naked and A
uuqualified admission of Kansas under the Lecomp-
ton Constitution," said Mr. English in presenting d
the conference report to the House. "he could not
vote for;" that, "before Kansas is admitted, her a
people ought to ratify, or at least, have a fair oppor- t
enny to veto upon the Constitution under which it t

is proposed to admit her;" that "tie would make I
reasonable councessions provided the sublstnce be
secured; which is the making of the Constitution, at t
an early day, conform to the pohlio will, or at least, t
that the prloiege of so making it Ce secured to the
people b nd all qoestlion." It would puzzle human
ingenuity to discover any other meaning Ia these
words, than that Str. Englishl considered the confer-
eonce bill as, in effect, submittlingthe whole Constlti.-
tion to the people for acceptance or rejectien. Would
Mr, English, or any other advocate vi the bill, have
voted for an amendment declaring it was not a nbh-
msioun 1 I apprehend not, Mr.eGIesbreek and Mr.

ox, of the same wing of the Duoines party, and MIr.
Ofimer, of the Southern Americans, said they rCe
garded it, in effect, a subsaissio . Alithe opposition Ii
say that it it a virtoal submission. Other distio-
gaisbed members of the committee, it Is true, say
that there is no submsiseon of the Constitution to a
vote of the people. The membersof the committee
dIsagree. We are therefore free to pluce our own
construction upon the bill. Ta my miud it is 0
virtual snbmission of the Constitution buck to tbs
people for acceptance or rejection, which view I
tak I have shown to be cort-eet.
The most plausible argument in favor of the con.

ference bill, which I have heard or seen, is, that if
Kansas, by rejecting the proposition in the confer-
ence bill should be kept out of the Uoion, still, it

the had been unwilling to accept our proposition in
the Senate bill, she woeld. in that event, also, have
been out of the Union, and that we could not compel
her to come ln. That is true. But it was admitted
on thlalsde of the House--denied by no Democrat,

.ge far as my knowlege or Information goes-that
Kansas would have assented to our proposttion con-
taited in the Senate bill. It was reasonable-the
same that was made to Minne-ota-and Kansas could
ask no more. Her proposition ras unreasonable, and
each as no State ever laid claim to before. It wa
neverq oeatloed that on the pasage of the Senate
hill the Legslatare o Kansas would be convened;
that her Senators would -bh elected; and that they
and the memaber elect wuld, as soon thereafter as

Sioen le. take their seato- Now, the tnitant that
i4s deleatei inuld have taken theirseats, Kan-
.ae'would, I submit, with conlsence ln the view, have

bee an the Unoan wlt ttha•eooptou Constitution;
there would have be•u -a of aur propo-
otion, and an aontl•talr . t. tlhe terms of

S te~ad n twos w alset,

other herad, bjitheon.Iferen bthe permplof adjut-
ant cfr t atln beore they can get into the

oluntar on hets qt~t hat lt her remainoing outunder the conaferhe e t eset hmpalr aasd on i ursc
dt suppol t hansaer had saold, we ill ome into

othe Union, and l ould aor eegated to takeo their

reatr, but will negotiate as to the questions of tfax-
have thus been In the Union, c o`u could nothave re-
otsed her hadmission. Ifer, then, the termsplof adjust.ment could not have agai eforeed upon et ween the
parties, who would have beeompon oastitution. Her rThenaitied Sttes cor• a who wouldld hae davone nothing
uore noder thess tohan nave e, is compulsory on ours.
quiesced in our proposition, iwe will come intocontent the denion, that woend our deled hate to takeen their

end 
of the matter. I sathe to tinsisted uponl her pro-

tion, she lanwould thereet. She woald nqueetioutn y
ofhav thu t he Union, and would have had othav thebenefitsethereof.

But uppoere she had said, tnheon the passagerms of the
Senate bill, she preferrn agreed staying out of thetw Unioen tohe
acceptiesng the terms thave billn the South wouldf Thehave lost notighngas it turns out, and Congress could
then, with much beter grace thave done applynothing such

rle onr less than thave conference hillhate passe had ac-quigeneral law to exclude all new States till they shduld had n
haven the dera iatio to ente thatem twould he a thn.
end of the matter. If she hod insisted upon her pro-

It is sutposced that the right to tax the putlic lands
notion, shbe deprived oherey hve herself, and yet beou" d-
mitted into the Union on an equal footing with theoriginal thirteen States in all respects whatever," It

st be bort e in mind that the ditference between
Hot sppoe she hBd mid, upon the pamssage of th

the o riginal thirteen States and the Territories iso
erarked. Those Staterms s were independen Sout soul
e les, possethins itof turns rht, anod Coinret could

then, withe Unionch be and anterior to the applying on of
UnIt is supposed the right of taxtain the li lnds alongds
with it. Now itseel s,oasr hsobeen done agin and
again, that Coto may reerve this sovereign rightcold
of-taxation in the nrblin act, orin thel and yet e admit-mingState, cared outo these Union o an erral footing with the
must e posin to be treIn mind that the dies withdrawaleen
of the sovereignty of the United States confers iis

a new State at one thiates sovereign right of taxati on,still Kansas, possessed of the other States have doneain
might wai of the eUnrcisone o it ianteri consideraoption of the

corpoederation into the Union. The ereigty of the
ert is further said on the conferencentrary, is in the Stat its f rsthi

clausnion-the admrits Kansas of taxinto the Union. That clause ois :

wills it. Now it seems, as hos hes dune again ndo
" Thatgain, the State of Kansas be, and this hoereigby, ad-right
origiftaxatioes in ah ll respects whatever." The act admit-
tendn-g a Stateomry amendment doesot thee Territories. ltinf

ine t tsame wordsitions. te true, that tis suche admission ial
of the onference bill wortyth when theat bill goes tion to
a new Statcribe at once dition socedent whiht mu staxa be ful-o,
stilled Kansas, as mfore sheof the oerd, and filing to neulmight waive the oxercise sfor in cosideration of the
landwhich, she d other admitages aThere is a om in.It Is further said for the conference hill thnt it Scot
dihaiopt the State of amission. How cand is therey, Stated-
be smid to be no admitted into the Uniontig withen she
oris told i the bi all, yores peoplte whamust vote againThe andC-in they do not voteor "pBupost itio acs cepte admi" you mst
stay out ofri the Uconion till you haprecedee the Federa fl rat
afted whiche yo may formed, a new Costitg tion, andfi
which, she will nclat sudnilded? There is a con-
then "onbe renetled to fadmission into the Uheion as atetend that Kansas is now admied itully in the Union w The
bills told in truthe ill, sur peoplt the Constitution to a vote of
rf they do not voindeed, its ad"propsition by accepted" you mte

adoption of a measure of exclusion, for the result of
ty oute of the peole o Kansas under the conference ratio,
bill, erin gust next, is scarcelym a new Coproblemation, andlno nearer the entitled to miion into the now than

Stare State oesuch Ction formed by Does ny pre-on
callend by the Territors now acgisltually in the l other
sancti ons of the Leompto Constitution to a vpt soarasit will be akstrinted by tie coulrenhe bill as to
the Fectn.ll ndeedio) it the addion y tion of has asing beenadoption of a measire of exclusion, for the result of
submit votedof te peto tle peoplf Kanse der their approval.
And I no August gentlemen, wis carly that now prostitial. be
No, w ir so far fromi Ksais teing admitted, we aro

no neurer Ite ond of our difctulttes now than we
erejected byCongressag of the knot. Thiconfeill. ane

ssbill will ths secure to s nthe oppositioer, in aithin one shorty,year, and if not so aoon,at some day not very distant,
tha free victory for hih theyion, have d m th coirvet con
tendled, andy the iSouth Le hgiltoren ofvig te triumph oferprsancin of thvinga slove State admittn ed.

It is claimed, moreovered that the conference bill
the Federal the right o a sle adde Staiote to adissiong

The Crt n teude.Montgomery amendment can lty claim
to equaled, erte, to thet bill proides fotheir the aovi
upon "tht onstiutlemen, wl that Coinsttrumett" being ft
hsbmitted to a vote of the peoppositionle a maj wority shall
assent thereto. But tofor whichat end the reognition in

either bill ed, reover, thatn thwould ev cofereave illp-
prted the Crittenden-Montgomery amendmenta lay claimbut
sion of Kaetnts thatnder the Lecompton Constitution, if
woulitted tonever agai vote eof Con p respl, And s hatDouglas Democrat would ever have supported the
Conference bill but for its securing virtually to the
people of Kansas the opportunity of voting down the
Lecompton Constitution 1

This bill is further objectionable os not being a
mainly stmraightforward measure. It is to be con-
strued one way in one section of the Union, and a
different way in the opposite section. This double
construction prevails here, already, as I have shown.
It is a mode of legislation I cannot admire-one which
can never resolt 'favorably to the establishment of
sound principles, or in benefit to the weaker section
To preserve the constitutional riglhts of the South in
this Union, the legislation should be plain--on-
mistakable.

I further object to this bill, because, in accepting
that, instead of making our stand upon the defeated
Senate bill, we abandoned the question, in this case,
of the admission of a slave State northl of 36 deg. 30
pain.--a concession which, it strikes me, the South
ahoeld have avoided even the appearance of maling.
It is no answer to say that the Southern States,
which were committed to secession in the event of
the rejection of a slave State, would have receded
from their position because of the fact that the anti
slavery party in Kansas so greatly outnumbera the
pro-slavery party. Those States would have been
then in no worse condition than tihey are now. The
people of the whale South would have felt indtlignant
at the rejection of the Senate bill for it had been
made plin to them that, if rejected, it would be
owing to tile slavery cause contained in the constitu-
tion. The conuerence bill faintly purports to recognize
the principle that a slave State may be admitted,and
thus furnishes the ground, though such was not the
purpose of its advocates, upon which the tone of the
South will,I fear, be let down froam its former eleva-
tion.

But, gentlemen say the conference bill is a better
bill than the Senate bill. Had it been submitted as
an amendment to the Senate bill, by a Republican or
even a Democrat, I doubt if it would have received
the support of ten Southern Democrats. It would
have been regarded as involving the abandonment of
the position taken in the Senate bill. What makes
it a better bill? Is there anything in the bill itself,
or in its passage, from which the most sanguine can
augur the future admission of a slave State from the
Territories north of 36 deog. 30 min., or even south ?
Rather the contrary.
As for myself, Mr. Chairman, I sce no reason to

doubt the correctness of my eonvictions, but much to
confirm it. I voted against the measure, with regret
at separating from my colleagues and so many other
true Southern men; but, with my views, It should do
the same thing again, under the same circumstances.
The bill commands no more my approtbation now
than it did at the time of its passage. I voted, it is
true, with my honorable friend from Mienissippi, for
the motion to lay upon the table- a motion to recon-
sider the vote lby which the bill was passed, thus indi-
eating our indisposition to protract a contest in
which we differed from so many of our friends. But
if any practicable good could iave been attained by
the amendment of the Conlerence bill, or the substi-
tution of the Senate bill,or something more desirable,
of course we would have voted for the reconsidera-
tion. I do not recognize mere party success and
party supremacy as paramnont to all considerations
of principle. I would concede much for the harrmoay
of the party I am acting with--a great deal for the
harmony of the party of the Southll-but what I
would concede must fall short of the concession of
principle involved, in my conception, in the confer.
ence bill.

I think these measures should be fairly canvassed
in order that the South shall clearly comprelhend
them, and realize the complexion of her probable fu-
ture. But she can now make no issue upon them
with the North, nor can the making of such issues at
the South bh productive of any good there. More-
over, much as I dislike the measure, I have no words
of complaint against those who felt it their duty to
support the conference bill. They are s deeply in-
terested in, and as true to, the interests of the South
as I, and probable better judges of her best policy.
This whole Kansas controversy but exhibits the dif
ference of opinion which will exist among gentlemen
who look With equal solicitude to the welfare of their
sectiop.

The conference bill is now the law of the land.
The South is in the Union with no issue before the
country tending to its immediate dissolution. Her
policy should be to keep steadily in view the taking
of her destiny into her own bands when'the occa-
sion which requires it shall present itself, and, inthe meantime, to gird her loins for the race which
Is set before her tby the high priest of Republican.
ism; and to.en-operate with that party which alone,
of the twagreat partie ofa the country, professes to
abide by the Constitution, as our fathers left it to
us, ae lpng as that party is true to the constitutional
rights of theSonth. The next two years will de-
oid ,t tate-of thlis Union, The Democratic
party~,aseewhatceippled by Its divieion on the
Saeate.bIt•thtoogh perMps not to bhe sujeated toa
WuaterlaooI dt, i the last hope of those who think
'the rigts_ of the South can he preserved in the
Unlon. The battle of preponderance in numbers
of the tee over the slave States it is tree, 1has beern

oght. dt n'. Bnt the battle of rppondaruce
todtwoonfea in Cog betweeln the friends

and enemies of the-ConatltUttolm is now upon the
! pga. .- It the sahall wint•eday,lthe

Rl4M ona otine Sonth-wilthaev o he ftoght
?-ew r 4 t 4 9"M ccaea ake gead their Mbe tsf-

his nt great peech delivereid itih o•t esion• hett
by saying: I have, s Senators, d eit ef'i•vihi oeftis
that the agitation of the oubjeot of slavey would, he
not prvtedda bypume timely and efte ntlve measre,
ende in diounin." and in speaking of Washington's
example in deciding to reislrit iash.ppression, h
says: "We find much in his example to encoorage
us, should we be forced to the ektremity of deciding
between sabmision and disubion." Thatgrsatstates.mano avntd b .paowan then fast appaschni g his,

al nsosution ith the vision of a seer, he pro-
dicted the existing state of affairs. And could he
have survived, and have heard the announcements
which have been made in this, and in the other end
of the Capitol, during the present session of Con-
gress, as to the fntare policy of the Government un-
der Black Republican rule, he would have said to his
countrymen, the period is now near at hand when
you must decide Letween "submission and disunoln."
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