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Jede aithoene thought theehirography of the
note very graceful, at -the phraseology unusually

inapt neing told that tIe writer had comr.
pltdber coovse eab sohool, was for the iat time

f'rof tine d thimmenose extent of time
Hhe hd asedabroa He did not, however, have

a very reoaling sense of the change those five
years might havt;effeotedin his ward; and associ-
ating Bher as he did with hie dead chdild, who had
never grown tohim, he thought of her as a child
otill, andmnormured pityingly, "Poor little one, for-
losgaid desolate.o"

*Then he fell to mtsing, and then the thought
came as to whether he was not neglecting a sacred
charge, and then came the long-waited-for yearn-
infor home,the desire to go back and take up the
borden of his responsibilities where he had laid
them lown, and in it he found that the heart so
grievosoly tern was healed, the energies so para-
lyed were restored to new strength, and life again
bad charms.

oserging from his meditations, he immediately
dispatched a letter to Mr. Heywood, wlo, as it was
now the fall of t ie year, he knew would be return-
i;from hi~ annual trip North, requesting him to
make it convenient to stop in Philadelphia, and
take his little ward, May Noble, under his protec-
tion, and carry her South with his family. That,
when arrived at home, he would please be kind
enough to see their old neighbor, Widow Goodall,
and ask of her the favor to permit one of her
da•ghters (Miss Polly lie would prefer) to take
ehprge of May, and preside over tihe household
until his rettun, which would probably take place
in about two months. Furthermore, to tell the
overseer to attend to all their requests, and be
careful that they wereaprovided for and made com-
fortable in every respect.
~ *adg•e Hawthorne .then wrote two short letters,

addreased reepedvlelyato the Principal of Green.
I'ooatHall a~d Mise M-ay Noble, informing them
that his friend, Mr. Heywood, would be it Philadel-
plhisahe could not say exactly at what date, but
probably soon after the receipt of those letters,
and tht h Mr. Heywood would conduct May to her

CitApolgt ill.
y the middla; of the next month Judge Haw-

+s 4 embarked homeward bound. Two
I : t S ,in New York, and the week

It was his fancy to arrive at home without any
noore 4efltln aniotiacedent t ss to the time of his
'colisglge•4akiang-odglngs at a hotel for one

nlght'he proceeded the next morning, in a hired
etlfreya•e• to' tlaverte the comparatively few
-le ei that Intervened between himself and his des-
tinatioln.

The feelings which now animated him, marked
h-ow entire the change was that had come over his
•p•li. The lost time this route had been passed he
liadlat with elosed blinds, hopeless and despondent;

* h n dicn vehicle, his eager gaze wandered
ioa telde atide of-the familiar road, finding-In each
d-abt'aiediarwk; and in every hill an old friend.

opee••rtsd somewhat strangely, that through the
'intmr day's travel he met no one from his inune-
dit~nglsfghborhood, and it was only when the sun
hsd sank low in the west, and the road had entered
ooth his 6• wn possessies, that far'down the lane

formed by the substlstiaJ fences on either side he
perceived two personson horseback. As he drew
nearer he found them to be male and female, and
he scanned them as closely as the distance would
mJt, to see if they might chance to be acqualn-

t. here was nothing, however, in their air
or appearance familiar to him. He noticed that
the gentleman ropea very fine horse, and silently
admired the round, graceful figure and easy seat of
the lady. Just then, as if it were the result of
some banter, they dashed forward at a run, and
cleared almost simultaneously the wide, ldw bars
which here stretched across the road, to prevent
the predatory incursions of wandering stock.

A musleal laugh, silvery clear, floated back on
the evening air, and Judge Hawthorne, with what
he thought to himself was almost childish interest,
followed the two equestrians wtthl his eyes, until
he saw them in the distance, riding at an easy
canter, disappear in a piece of woodland there left
standing for future purposes of fire-wood, and
through which he remembered there formerly run
a bridle patlh, much used as a short cut by his uo-
groes, forking and leading in one direction to his
own house, and in another to Mr. Heywood's. lie
wondered to himself if a new. family had moved
into the neighborhood ; but ashis now rapid ap-
preoah to the home from which lse had been so long

rabt constantly bringing ,Ii ight some al-
I 'jeet msnesacred by tender recollections, his mind
itssssoon distraeted from the subject.

It•lb-med aas if the very hot o6f his arrival had
been anticipated, for no sooner had- the yard dog
givenhis bark of warning, than out came, troop-
ing degroes, old and 'young, of every size anil hue,
all nttarino th. n 5 inan,.inn ,,. u~..ni,,....

master's come," with shrill cries of Joy, and happ;
welcomealhome.

Atthe steps came bustling forthMiss Polly, swee
and savory in her well-preserved fifty-five years o
maidenhood, as a useful and fragrant garden herb
As she welcomed the Judge with tears in her dea
old eyes, she flew around most assiduously, relie

ing him of his hat and gloves and overcoat, saying
over and over, "Dear me, who'd have thought it?

just is though the event had not been the sole sub

ject of her anticipations for one whole month.
"Dear me, who'd have thought it? Cherry

Sally, Amy-come in Judge-Cherry, run qudcl
and light a fire in your master's room and tht
library. And great sakes, just when May happen
to be out. Sally, take some hot water up stairs

your master will want to refresh himself with
change of clothes before supper. Amy (in a stag
aside), you streak it and tell Hetty to make sent
waffles-and, stop-tell her to put plenty of rio
in them, and have them swimming in butter. Dea
me, who'd have thought itt? But I'm might:
proud," said the kind old lady, "to give you th
happy welcome home, Judge. Have you had
pleasant trip ?"

In somewhat of a dilemna, when looking bael
over a space of five years, how to answer so con
else a question, Judge Hawthorne, with smilinj
gravity, said, " 

Ye s
, Miss Polly, upon the whole,

very pleasant, and, I believe, a very beneticia
one. I think I will act upon your suggestion, an
go up to my room. Be so kind as to bid ther
bring my baggage, and I will be with you again i
a few minutes."

" Where did you say May was ?"' he asked, turn
ing round.

"Out riding with Mr. Livingston."
"Mr. Livingston?" he answered, interroga

tively.
"Yes; don't you remember Mr. Heywood'

nephew, Alfred Livingston? He used to play wit
yourlittle girls years ago. He's done graduated a
Yale, aad came.home' with his uncle when May did
He's growed up to be t mighty likely young man.

"Ah," uttered Judge Hawthorne, which repl;
was so entirely non-committal that it was impos
sible to tell what itwas intended to express, but h,
resumed his ascent without pursuing the conversa
tion further.

When he descended to the dining room, he founm
itWall aglow in the brilliant blaze of a pine fire, an
the snowy damask and the rich table service glil
tering in the flooding lamp-light. Miss Polly wa
bustling around With her hand-maids, putting thi
finishing touches to its appointments; and,standinl
gag•ag :trnqllly into the fire, was May, who hag
returned in the interval, removed her riding habit
and was now waiting the entrance of her guardian

Judge Hawthorne entered quickly, intending It
mskaher feel .how entirely he claimed her as
daUgher, by giving her a father's tender embrac,
had kis, but the idea must have been snddenl:
abandoned,for when she turned to him smiling ams
-lelf-pessessed, he only took the little white hanm
that was extended, in his own, and then, as if tha
was too celd a greeting, pressed it to his lips.

When the words came with silvery clearness
"Judge Hawthorie, I feel the deepest pleasure b
welesoing oyea bhoae. . Your•arrival, has heea
"awaited by every member of the family with inter
est, but above all by myself, who have so much ti
thank you for." He knew the speaker one, witl
the equestrienne whose mirthful notes had fallel
so pleasantly on his ear.

"Your welcome is most sweet, May." He woulh
not say Miss Noble,although her little duchess-lik,
air almost commanded it. "But do not speak
word of thanks. You have a right to reproach ms
rather, for having failed in personal supervisios
over your rearing. You have grown entirely away
from my memory."

"You doubtless find me much changed."
"Come, come to supper," here broke in Mis:

Polly, " while the waflftt are hot."
It was a part of her religions creed to have tlt

kitchen, over which she presided, excel in the pro
duction of that dainty article of fare, and she wae
duly exercised in mind, if they were not partaker
of in their first crlopness and tenderness.

As they gathered round the table, Judge Haw
thorne had his attention attracted to May's ailen
endeavor to motion Miss Polly to the seat at lu
tea-tray, by the latter saying quite aloud, " Oh
dear, no, honey, keep your sent, it's just as com
fortable here, and I want to cut these waffles--be
sides, you ought to become accustomed to it."

"Pray do not let my presence interfere will
any of your domestic arrangements," said Jadgs
HIawthorne, in a matter of-fact manner, affcetino
to busy himself with the thin slices of ruby-colorae
ham before himi, and yet evidently realizig a
sense of pleasure, as May's face beamed uplso
him across the table when he asked permission ts
serve her from the dish before him.

As the meal progressed ioe took occasion to ex
amine her more closely, and lie arrived at the coa
clusiaon, that it would be difficult to find atny o't
more lovely.

Without being regularly beautiful, her face wae
irresistibly charming.

With a complexion of singular fairness, tinge,
with a brilliant color, eyes of tie deepest blue
dewy, crimson lips closing over little pearl-like
teeth, a wealth of glossy, black, tendril-like curls
that wilfully refused to remain pressed behind het
tiny sea-shell ears, and lashes and brows thai
dashed the otherwise saucy expression of her fact
with a shade of pensiveness, she could afford ts
dispense with a classic perfection of outline.

Her dress, too, was entirely becoming.
It was of grey silk, trimmed with a rich and dcl

icate lace, relieved with bows of ribbon of a trou

Altogether; Judge Hawthorne thought he had
never seen any one with a more high-bred or more
sweetly-feminine air, and as the flow of her con-
versation bubbled forth in a joyous stream, or as
she listened with a deeper shade in her eyes, or
else with dimpling smiles around her mouth, or
pealed out a laugh like the chiming of silver bells,
the lights shone more brightly, the fire burned
more cheerily, the flowers that crowned every vase
sent forth fresher odors, and home seemed doubly
home with her present.

SThe meal finished and the table cleared, they
lingered around its charmed circle, questioning
and answering, giving the incidents and expe.
riences of five years.

Miss Polly, now that the waffles were satin.
factorlly disposed of, was a pleased and attentive
listener, though with the unceasing industry ac-
quired in the habit of a lifetime, site plied unre-
mittingly the knitting-needles, from which de-
pended the half-developed leg of a spbstantia
yarn stocking. Who wore all the stockings Miss
Polly knit, was a subject for wonderment, though
doubtless they made comfortable the feet of many
poverty-stricken or shiftless owners in the country
round aboutthrough the cold of winter.
When conversation failed, music naturally fol-

lowed.
May's selection of pieces and songs, and style of

rendering them, were characteristic; arch, but
with an occasional strain and toneh of deeper
meaning, which told of the earnest soul and true
sentiment that lay in their depth.

Judge Hawthorne, no mean performer himselt
on several instruments, listened delighted, andl
as the cadences swelled and sunk, and swelled
again, his soul in sympathetic harmony revelled in
a bliss unknown for many a--ler-ear-a bliss that
left its warmth in his heart througih the darkuess
of the night, a bliss that fell as balmu upon •is
brain, and made the pillow on which his head re-
posed more downy and sleep-inviting than any
that ever couched ia kingly head.a IIAPTER IV.
With what was for hint a somewhat unusual s3gI

gestion of laziness, Judilge llawthorne did till•he
next lilimorning de.cendt to the breakfast table, bur

took that nmecal in his own room.
Thue crossing the hall to his library, he had an

interview with his.over:eer, read lettecr. from hii
'lawyer; looked over'a.sno. accounts, and loall•y
pa.seld ,eviral lhors , ilon caversation with ,Mr.
Hiywood. who ha coume over to congratlaulate hi
oni his return.
jit •was only when the latter, who pleaded buri
ness as all excuse for not renaining to dinner, took
his leave, that Judge Hawthorne went down. .

On retI eC ingti frai the frti gate, witither lie had

dining-room, but so busted preparing lonnehon
that she apologetically suggested that she believe
" May was in the sitting-room."

This sitting-room was the most delightful apar
meat of the house. It occupied the lower story <
Sthe octagoni wing in which the Judge's library wr
situated. The windows to the floor, opened on
twide verandahed balcony, at either end of whir
were steps leading into i narrow strip of flowc
garden, here seperated only by a low, white frne
from the beautiful expanse that sloped with a gel
tie descent to the banks of the river.

Iln it was assembled everything for comfofrt. evn
rything that was homelike and beautiful, hi
nothing for show or ostentation.

Judge Hawthorne, advancing slowly, his foot-fan
was lost in the thick carpet, and his presence :
the door was not perceived by the occupants of tin
room.

Tihe sash of the east window was lifted, th
blinds thrown open, and the soft breeze playfnll
dallied with its white drapery.

May, in a simple freshl tinted morning dress
was seated at a table drawn close up to the wil
dow, intently occupied.

By her was a young man whom Judge liHa
thorne recognized as her attendant of the previon
evening, and whom, consequently, lie knew mun
be Alfred Livingston.

lie was bent over her, until his fair locks almor
mingled with May's raven ringlets, and as Judg

Hawthorne looked, conviction struck him like
pang, that Alfred loved her.

The familiarity of his position, too, made it seen
probable that the love was already sanctioned, ft
Ihe sat with one arm carelessly passed across th
back of May's chair, the other elbow resting o
the table, while he pretendedly directed an
assisted her in placing a rare specimen of mos
he had that morning brought her, in an herbariun
but in reality took advantage of his proximity t
study the wanderings of a blue vein that mean

dered over her white temple and downcast lid.
The few words that passed between them wer

so low as to be inandible at that distance, andJudg
Hawthorne paused a moment, irresolute whethe
to enter or turn away, but finally advanced quit
to the center of the room, before the " Good more
ing" was spoken which attracted their attention
Then both started; but although a bright flus
sprung to May's face, she was perfectly composes
and gave her salutations with a warmth that migl
have satisfied the most exacting father, yet froa
some unassignable cause, they failed to give th
I pleasure to Judge Hawthorne that might have bee
l anticipated.

Possibly to the same cause might have beet
traced tile fact, that whereas his manner was gen
erally courteous and conciliating in the extreme
his acknowledgment of tile introduction of tt
Livingston was coldly polite, and his recollectio.
of the boyish freedom of Alfred's visits, when re
minded of them, apparently slight.

Altogether, he was so different from tie Judg
Hawthorne of the night before, that May turne

on him a wondering and somewhat troubled loot
and as all her buoyancy of spirits, and unaffecte
effortsto restore the mental atmosphere to its noon
temperature were unavailing, she was really gla
when Alfred, with a touch of hauteur, rose an
took his leave; though, for fear lie might fee
real offence, she fallowed him to the front door, t
tell him she would stand in need of his service
as cavalier for a ride on the following day.

Alfred was a peculiar type of manly beauty
His features were of the purest aquiline. Hair at
most womanly in its profusion, of unadulterate
golden color; complexion perfect blonde, entirel
suffused with a flush of pink, which did not at al
amount to florid; eyes keen and penetrating, 
light blue: a figure tall and erect, and a carriag
lithe, graceful and dignified. Add to this a well
balanced mind, a heart tihe home of every nobl
impulse, and a temperament ardent and entausni
astic, and it would not be swonlderelfl if ne tlad foun
the way to make May love him, when to his pre:
ent fascinations were joined the memory of happy
e•ihinfiuh, ns•.•l1ti .,,,,

As he took May's hand i the good-bye clas, htlooked into her eyes with an earnest, inquiriu

gaze, a hirh brought the ready blood to her flct
although she did not understand it; and as h
tortned and walkd had ttily dow to the gate, rh
followed him with a musing and, if the truth mot
he confesdcll. n admiring glance, though, alas fh
the Lopes that he nrmsed so ftundly, in it wa
moingled no leaven of lve.
In the meanwhile, and even while indulging it
lJudtge HAnwthorne had bitterly reproatched hlints
for hi ttncealled-foer colones: ao a he poa,-ed on
on the vera:htliled b.tleonyo inll (,ett nelllltuttning, Ih
owondered what could have otade hinl so ttedtk a
to yield to a selfl-h implull that probably wounde
one of whom he knew notlhing but what was goto
lIe resolved there shoulid bie no oreueerrene of it
and under tile ilnfltoenre of this deternoinattion, hlo
manner was so cltllaged whetll May entered, at t
Miss Polly's osltlnlons to IlunCheon, that ,.he n it
more puzzled than ever at tile sudden tra-ition,.

1 The day passed happily away, though Juldg

lawthorne didl not collte lout frol hlis gravity an
reticence as lie had the Inight before. There woa
mustic again, but this time it did not lapse his sol
in inarticulate and entrancing blit : and whenl hit head rested again on his pillow. it was not to b
overwhelmed by billows of rose-tinted sleep, bt
to lie awake many hours trying to investigate th
direction in which he had commenced so suddenl
and blindly to drift, and sternly resolving thlat n
wave of circumstance should have power to curr
him to what must ultimately prove disappointmeno
and destruction of the peace which had' been st
cured at the value of the five best years of his life

He thought to himself that Mday was young, in
telligent and lovely, and it was reasonable to sul
pose would have many suitors: that Alfred Lit
ingston was manly in person and fascinating i
address, and that what was more natural than the
they should be mutually attracted, what more do
sirable than that they should marry, and that noth
ing was more certain than that May should be dow
erod as his own daughter.

From this time Alfred Livingston had no cauns
to complain of his reception at River Home, bh
afterwards it came to pass, as months rolled awa"
that May shed some secret and bitter tears, as sh
felt how perseveringly Judge Hawthorne, even i
the midst of his untiring kindness, shrunk awn
from, or coldly met every demonstration of tht
love and gratitude and tenderness she felt for hitt

CHAPTER V.

The winter glided quickly, and it seemed happil
and tranquilly away.
Judge Hawthorne had made arrangements fc

Miss Polly to remain with them through the yeas
Alfred Livingston came and went a privilege

visitor.
All the familUeswithin a range of twelve or fiftee

miles called to see the two absentees, so that wit
receiving and returning visits, reading, writing an
riding, and falfllling the demands of domestic dutieo
May and the Judge found ample occupation ft
every moment of time.

When the sprin g opened, the marriage of a youn
couple gave rise to a festive spirit, which made on
party follow another in rapid succession.
At all of them the guardian and his ward wet

honored guests, but it was only to the first tto
Judge HI wthorne permitted himself the pleasau
of acting as May's escort; after that, the privile.
was yielded to Alfred Livingston. And think yo
there was no sacrillee ill this? Yes. an earnest an

entire one.

iving in daily intercourse with May, a constal
beholder of her witching beauty, a lconetant at

lirer of her persevering elrts to solve the holil
purposes of exi-tenter and live atcorditngly, a col
tallt recipi'nt of her grellittltd and tgentle uttel
tions, Judge Hlawtorne hlld expohttlatdct all

roeasoned, anod setoe'rtl at hittellf it, vainl: he Ito
battled againtlt it. he had scorned it, he had ddt,
on it, utter hopelessness, yet deep in his heart la
a iluo for thr, tas :del t o to ad leien that otf 1
youth.

Otnoc eonnvin•ctd ofI it exiwattcne, hlis next t:ot

was to hoeard it ehe. so that lio pan, shoubl aoon

to May through her knowledge of it, and inuboilit
to return it. lrs crOly thtlugtt and prayer was t
gathter strengthi too inotisooh a lmanntter as thlat tn

I blight inilcw hotuld ever, throglh hoot. etanket

every desire, was to be granted daily fortitudo t
witness the interchanges, and to shape to fruitiol
the love-dreams which he believed mutual to hle
self and Alierd.
Sincere as was his struggle, it nlado him mnor

ftfild and variable than ever in hlis life before.
Sometimes hie felt that he would dare and do a

to secure tier to himself: lie would pullt an end t
Alfred's visits. lie would forbid their familiar inte
course, lie would bear May to distant clinimes ; som
times he thought he would throw himself upon he
gratitude, paint his desolate life, and tell her tlt

had power to make it bloom with a spring-tini
freshness; and yet, from each and every tempti
tion he emerged with the renewled purpose to th
his love lie all unknown sacrifice at lher feet if hi
over it, she might step to a security of bliss.
Finding a necessity for continued and active ot

cupation, after long years of entire withdrawa
from them, Judge Hawthorne commenced, one
more, to interest and busy himself with the politic
and anfairs cof the county.
He was welcomed cordially on all sides, and in

short time received a nomination, which lie n
urged to accept, for the legislature. Thiiinkig
find new distraction in tile canvas, anid subseqeal
duties of the position, if elected, he signified th
consent, and thereafter, was plunged in preliminar
effortosto carry to the goal of his succes entire oprt
ticket, but even then, unfortunately, could not c.
elude the heart-grief that had prompted hint to tht
new phase of life.

In the meantime, how was it with May ? Si
still made the sunshine of the house, and wake
the smiles and blessings of all the inhabitants (
River Ilonie Plantation, from Miss Polly to th
decrepid old "Mammie," who drew her chair or
each day to the center of the "quarter yard," an
there sat, dividing her time between quarrelin
with the congregation of little darkies, most n
whom were her own descendants, or telling mat
velous stories of the past.

For the first time admitted to the festive work
May had acknowledged the charnms of society, anl
with her keen appreciation for the luxurious an
beautiful, had found in the lights, the music, tit
flowers, the swell and hum of conversation, th
soft crush of satin and lace, the graceful undult
tions of the dance, and the expressive language c
admiration that fell on her from manly eyes,
species of temporary intoxication.
She met at every turn incense and adulatiot

and in the knowledge that gradually canme to hbe
of what it all signifled, she grew to understand th
secret spring of Alfred Livingston's devotion.

When the light first dawned upon her, she blust
ed that her vanity should have suggested such
thought, but when she saw how he constantly hot
ered round her in a state of happy unrest, wit
what a trembling and yet tender pressure her han
was detained in his, at the meeting and partin
clasp, how earnestly he would strive to read in he
eyes what might be buried in her heart, stire knee
that involuntarily she held his fate at her disposa
She knew it, and sighed. Sighed that the gift of
love and a heart, so pure and noble, could not ro
ceive an interchange of like value; and then woe
dered why it could not be, and in wondering
shrunk away with shame and atliright at what sh
found hid in her own breast.

After that her lips were less frequently wreathe
with a smile, tiher step lacked somewhat of it
springy lightness, and her eyes took a darke
shade and a deeper meaning in their blue deptho
though if in it her girlish gayety seemed to want
it was more than compensated for by the womanl
sweetness and dignity of her bearing.

She assumned to herself more domestic duties, an
marked out a useful course of reading, and in the.
occupations found an excuse for less frequentl
permitting the long and pleasant hours of almoi
uninterrupted meeting between herself and Alfred

She would not pain him by atfecting a cohlnes
she did not feel, but she strove by every means i
her power to make him understand that her sent
meont for him were only of tenderest friendshi
and sisterly love. Alfred. with a lover's quick al.
prehellion, was not slow to perceive it, and where

s ie he ad been hoverring i on te llrk of declarin
to her his love, lie now hesitated to put his " fate t
the touch," becalse of the prescience that II

,la.ge vtlatthorne, too, realized that a chlange .
some some kind had come to May, and to hir al,
it broaught an ie.' of wate.

NutwithtIanthllg hii aiIpaLrenCllt lickIf l a e.i
tion and art.tptance of the attention, and girli-1

i, ae n which in the intimlay .,' t'heir holl , i n

her ineitiu a Ida ll'dght. r If the t nle h e i h, hl ,
l; arIed to ;vre hilm, the hal up to this lime p, r-e
vercd in btr-t',ving thea, but now there w+re ,
tlut'e r-ting:s of diinl)cd lho wn n ihll, blllek of li
hair, oir I'aS iags of white hands over his berwi

hair, as she lpured out n flood of gay and laughter

inlc•!ldl talk, no more familialr land nat-ked evla
irgs of hi, arm lll i he walkedl th, In lo • gallh ry1, orll
lue Cionlling; Ld rallyingt, and tender eibrt• t
withdraw him Iromll whatt elatined a silent sll'tt

and often, it hie had fIramied the wiih, after rie hae

thritlled aiiorit to mladnea under their intlIten.

that ishe wtou refrain from them, hie found i thei

uotsetce tthey hadt, after all, been to hinm a ,ource e

painful pleasure.
lie attributed that and the telmpered flow i

May's spirits to some shadow that had fallen oa

her's and Alfred's love.but a• neither had ever re'

posed their confidence in him, ie did not feel tha
ire could force himself into their council.

AInd nso nmatters stood.

Ti'Vhu tle election camne off in the fall, Judgi

itawtihorne was triumphant by an almost unani
mous vote ; and when the Legislature convened a

Montgomery, in the winter, he transferred hi:
ward and her companion, Miss Polly, from the
quiet of their country house to an elegant suit o
apartments in the Exchange Hotel.

The season was one of unusual gaiety. Theatri
cal entertainments, public balls, concerts, recep

tions and private parties followed in a nightly
stream, and as besides his talents and preemi
nently line looks Judge Hawthorne had the stil
further value of having under his fatherly care thi

acknowledged beauty and belie of the fashionabh
world, and was also considered a most desirabl

and unexceptionable match for any fair lady wih
could bind him in her silken meshes, they wir=
ticketed and futed, and sought, until incense and

flattery grew tiresome from constant repetition.
On the whole, their absence from the peace

ful tranquility of River Home, where the deep

er emotions of the soul had uninterrupted sway

was a relief to all, atd the high-toned hospi
tality and festive whirl of the gay population o

Montgomery, (which fair city sits upon her hilt
with the grace of a young queen,) nerved to with
draw them from too entire absorption in their owi
trouble.

In the midst of it all, though, Judge Hawthorni
and May found confirmation of the belief that hin
lain hid in their separate hearts for so many months
that each had met in the other a destiny.

When May saw her guardian rise in the Counci

Chamber of tile State, so dignified and handsome
in the maturity of his manhood, so earnest and triu
in his patriotism, and so gifted in the rich flow o
his eloquence, however much slle might sympathize
with tile devotion which had held Alfred Living
ston her constant attendant through tie winter
however sie might seem to give her thoughts alu
smiles to the mlnrtatacled train that danlgled at lie
bidding, shie acknowledged to herself--now almolis

with exultation--that there stood her hearts's lord
A.s shte had mingled iu the nightly throig, thi

sothllt-for in every crowd, tile admOilrd and appiIre

elated tby old unit yoaig, tile fascinator af glravi

anlld gay, the lpettCd and flattered even of her owl

sex, tand yet withal to unasmuiuing, so geltle an

Shritable, si ready to proaate the pnle' ,

the nnilf'ort, and the enjoyiment orf all, In law

tihrne garnered up a new harv of tel,-, near

anud If l. a l rl , s1ulIhth.r thrill, at the bare th-,t.lt
acvn, of the lritd'. and diep hliaipineaa it might i,

to clai;nli hvIr ii a wife.

But f" till that they rame no tearer to)ether
and, th,! old fanmiliar intercour".e was netvwe i

n'n,;, attention was suelrrwhat attracted by AI'
foed I.i ingtton's as.iduity, and it fially grenw to

be a current belief that lie an:d May were betrrturhed,
land ule wonderment wai otiIten idde an to the pro.

Ibable time appointed for their larriage.

The night of the last ball of the season was a

time of unusual gaiety. Thoe aray of beauty al
talent was dazzling and rarely equaled, for thel
was assembled in one rooml all that represenlt
the intellect, fashion and wealth of a noble Stlat
and as the full swell of musi

c 
rose upon the ni

and perfumed tresses floated over white slotnlde
in the dance, and the expressive eyes that said l

muoh it glance flashed their various messages 1
and fro, nonle save a cynic at heart, or one consl

tllte by nature unimpressible as stone, lint won0
1have acknowledged tie magic of tie scene.

tMay, with her quick, appreciative temperannll

excited by the slrrounding brilliancy, was nl '
s lIlly animalted, and in her splendid dress of gli
tering white silk, with its Ilounell s and trimullli

of rich and costly lace and profusion of droopintl
graceful flowers, was dazzlingly fair.

Jludge Hawthorne himself eemclld to a tch youl
0and ardor from the occasion, for never since his s

jlirn in Montgomery had lie been so entire alt
iml'pressive ill Is devotion to fnemale beauty.

There was present a lady of well-known at
widely-lldmired personal llarms and talent, tl

widIow of a man distinguished in his State--wealth

and not at all unwilling to attract and will JLud
tHawlthorne.

As she that night found Ihim so constantly at 01
side. her lustrous black eyes flashed withn triump
ant glance, and ler superb form was proudly liftf
to a imore stately tight, while she used every fa
cination of voice and mien and intellect to enthr
him lmore entirely.

As the evening drew to a close, May and Alfre
were participating in the last dance, tile privilee
of which he had claimed, when in one of tl
pauses, glancing across the room to where thi
stood ill conersation, lhe said to May, it must I
confessed with a somewhat covert design,

" What a slfendid looking couple, and what
suitable match, Mrs. Blande and Judge Hawthort
would make."

A Jealous suggestion of May's own heart haI
said the same thing repeatedly during thie evenin1
and when it received confirmation from the obse
cation of another, it struck like a keen knife to tl
deepest center of her breast; but with womanl
pride she lifted her head and said, unhesita
ingly-

" Yes."
The triumph of nature, though, was complett

for a second after, Alfred felt her weight increan
on his arm, and as he turned to ier, but for Ii
supporting clasp she would have sunk insensib
to the floor.

Yes, she who never fainted in her strong, healt
ful life before, was struck down by what seemed
her a death-blow.

Sweet young flower! could shie have seen ho
quickly the syren was abandoned-how unhesita
ingly he made his way through the crowd-how I
would not even leave her in Alfred's supportit
arms, but lifting her as a child, asked way to tl
door, and bore her to the privacy and fresh air
the dressing-room-could she have seen thie speec
less tenderness with which the hung over ther at
pressed back the wealth of ringlets from her whi
brow-could shie have felt that her hand lay in II
clasp until the remedies employed caused evident
of returning animation-she would have known th
all that remained of love in this world for Clarem
Hawthorne was centered in herself.

This sie did not see and know, though; and I
there were many assignable causes for tier nuddi
indisposition--" the heat of tihe room,"' "fatigue
and so forth: and as he, in punishment for havit
yielded to his sudden and overpowering fear
forced himself to conduct her to the carriage wi'
an appearance of nothing more than ordinary i
terest and attention, they came no nearer togethl
for the convincing proof that each had had of tl
existence of an earnest and absorbing love for I1
other.

The next morning the carriage an1d baggag
wagon were prepared for the Ilonleward trip, anl
that night they assembled once 1onre Iltder tl

('it AI'TE It VI.
Just at thit period the llaril notes were ,onudes

of the .1exiolan war, and, as too many de•olatel
hearth-stones ran yet show, and too eanIy LgieI

scared hearts can yet testify, the llower arn

chivalry of our young men e ge rly villntecred It
light their country's battles.

Alfred L.iving1ston, with his onltba-tin ad in
petuonsl e tleelll an'l'lnt. soon \\Oohe to llLe l',il' t
eei famel inl the adow of the naltilonal talnlltl

and ftlw ill ha-It to place his name onl thle CIIIill
I e t I i-t.
The military alrdor wllich Ie o lf laortlct to iay ii

tarian itill 1 trioti bree l l-t illllere -e to I'evll
hue, am .l ee:l ywere was to be Ifound the r,,,e riti

ofti ol', verywhrge, to titrtyle h id tile Iie teri
ofile of the drtol and lite, •:ld many a fair" l n \tt

tao gree with tle wte hit tteeat anI d paraph11 rndi
of inipient warfretive to

dThe time of depar ture fi the rely of 1 tiaid ,
aron rolled roundl and itlfredi s regilent, whirl
twary to o1prly ofd tie river to lMobile, n dl tloor t

artk for era Cruz, it, as to leave Montgone. y i
two days.

He had procured leave of absence to say hi,
farewellsto and as the spring moon, at itn hs glori
full, lifted itRe.f, large and round, above the hori
zon s verge, to find its prototype in the tblue water
of the Coosa, lie stood with May and Judge ilaw

thiorne on the steps at River Homee.

L After a few tminoes conversation relative to hi:
departure, Alfred turned to May and said:
" There is one place I have not visited. Tre

summer-house on the river's side. Put your shaw

around you, and cot time, aye to it, I have a fan
to carry a spray of the honey-suckle blooms thacluster on it, as a fragranit memento."

Maihy hesitated; she had see the forfirin his fri

ieyes, and a purpose lx itsJelf in the lines of hi
flexible mouth. She cast about her ior an excuse
but Judge Hawthorne, after he had once walker
the length of twlye gallery, seconded Alfred's re
andquest, by saying in a low tone as he drew neti

Is Jilge last time, May, probably for man
months, that you will visid it with Alfred for a corn
panion."
" Possinly the last time forever," said Alfred

with deep feeling, and as Judge Hat wthorne plater
around her the shawl hir te stepped into the halm

they went slowly wa odering down the broad walk

and finally disappeared in the tangled maze of thega
shrubbery.

As Judge Hawthorne watched them down tlio
Spath, and then turned eld paced the gallery, ht
obtained over himself aida entire self conquest, an

woodbelievig, as e did, that Alfred sought tere inte

view alone with May for theiri purpose of the mobird
explicit arrangement of their engagement an,

future plans, he prelpred himself for the abneg t

Stion necessary to give them his consent and appro
An hour passed away, and Judge Hawthorn

awaited their return, yet still another, and even a
l third, end the grand old moon had wheeled itsel

maitjestically into mid-air, and off in the distan
woodland that crept down to the water's edge

Sthere wailed thie despairing note of that bird a
night and w, the wiippoor-willll, and near was tll
.stilly chirp of the cricket, and the ear-pierciun

rattle of tile locuslt.
At last, fearful that tthey might linger so lon

indulging the grief of parting, or their joy at th
interchange of mutual vows, that May would b
made sick by tarrying in the drenching spring dew
hie resolved to seek them.

If you inight know all that hi e felt in that walk
and the nubility of nature that remained to hin
after the struggle with love dud self', you woult

I l relt him oit hero, indeed-a victor on a mlora
liis he drew near the snllnlnr tose, intead o

hearing tie " loverl tolueut 's,k which the i rnlr
titl bard tellh us sound "silver -weet by night,'

hik car was act by the umiist,ilalkale sound of thi
outpouning of a pas-.ionate, ani aptlarcntly irre
pre-sible ;i ief, and as lie stopped for a secoond lh

r, eioigiz:d is to b. May.

Filled with concern and solicitnde, he entire(
haiti!y, and found her upon the rustic seat of tht
bower, with her head buried iu her :tro.s as they
rested on its rough back, while sub after sob o
convulsive force mlingledt with her tears.

"May, dear chihl." he said in his low
, 

tendat
tonet, " why this great grief? Alfred wi!l return

eI•overed with talne'l. Ite brave; be worthy to ie
a soldler's brlit."

I His only answer woa a freah burst of sobs, and
rrnewed tears.

lie sat a moment Itn ilent anguish, not knowing
how to proceed; tlhn ln a tone of kindly reproat,
sald-

SNow this is foolish, foolish. I know, that
heart of yvurs can love most fondly, and I know,
.1 too, that Alfred's love is of no ordinary kind; ett
that consliousneIs should make you strong to bir
this separation. Where is Alfredl"

"(one,'" tMay found breath to whisper.
"Gone? Where? To the house?"
"No; to join his regiment."
" But why did he not see me firt? 1)id you,

neither of you, value my lnterest in your welfare
Itsuf lkiently to care for my sanction of your love?"

May shrunk away as though she had been struck
d a blow, and it was a moment before she found
comlposure to say-

S"Judge Hiawthorne, you are mistaken. Exoeo4
as ua iater, I do not love Alfred. My tears are f0o
him and for myself,' sthe added hesitatingly.

In that tearful declaration, Judge Hawthorr.
realized more of lhappiness than he had thought
one half hour before the world would ever hold for
him. tie sat quite still, trying, and yet scareely
d daring, to realize it, and then with an exquisite
tenderness drew her shawl around her and said
gently, though with an intonation of joy in his
voice-

" Come, come, let im go home; the night air and
dew will harm you, if you are a May flower."

He felt May shrink and tremble as his arm en.
circled her in replacing the fallen shawl, and,
somehow, with that little action the scales that liad
so long blinded them fell from his eyes.

As she stood up, the arm lingered around hel
with a more secure clasp, and with gentle violence
lie lifted the tear-stained face, and rested it on his
t bosom, and, stooping, kissed the hot, drooping lids
as he said earnestly-

" Love you ! Yes, darling, with all the strength
of my being, since the first day that you came to
abe a light and blessing in my home."

And that was all his wooing, though he did not
leave the bower until he had heard the words that
fall as thrice preclous treasures on true manly ears,
and are garneredaspriceless In true, manly hearts.

And so May walked out with one lover and re-

turned with another, his affianced bride.
All the long months of misapprehension were

explained away, and yet, when they had entered
the house, and May had half ascended the stairs,
SIJudge Hawthorne called her back to look once
more in her eyes and find assurance there, thatthe
sudden transition from despair to exulting cee-
Stainty, was real.

But few weeks elapsed are May, who had been
gso long mistress of his heart, was made mistress of
his homtne.
if And their married life-if I were toattemptade
scription of the tender love that smoothed down
Sthe rough places that come in the pathway of all,
even those most favored of fortune, the watchful
ns fondness of May that restored her husband to the
cheerfulness and vivacity of his early manhood,
S the supporting care that lihe gave her in all hier
efforts to walk th4Jsoliest ways of life, the anaulmt
ity with which they cooiperated in rearing and

a educating the three, rosy, healthful children, whom
nProvidence gave to crown their cup of happiness
withal, you would aecuse me of Arcadian wander.
aings.

But the purest, trnest joy known to earth--" do.
It mestic bliss, the only happiness that survived the

fill "--is certainly their's.
And Alfred Livingstone? Alas! with his Iigh

ihopes and noble aspirations, hie lies in an early
grave in that far-off tropic climet; but his name s
inscribed on the snowy shaft of marble, that ht'
State has raised to the memory of those who died
the bravest where all were brave.

Mis IPolly Goodall still lives to manufacture
faultless waffles, and knit ail Interminable series of
stelkings, though she Ihas longepinee returned to
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