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Ietr silv ,coverestlon p many of the ripest law-
yerse al ablest minds of Virglna-a rare advan-
tie, and wont to be undervalued by youth, but
whi be had the good sense fully to appreciate
ao l mprove.

Hlesoleed eagerly and gratefullythe outstretched
bend that pohtsto geide his Youthftul footsteps
ls-ugh the dlrkneau with which circumstances
hid enveloped them.

On :beomieg liorioed to the practice of the law,
ra eabltog and adve•• erous pirit led him to re-
pove to Iienuoe; sand before he arrived at the
ge•se mjooty be commenced his professional

Obeurity and tedigence did not dismay hIs lion
teart, but seemed rather to quicken hin powers
ltp boean. and to strengthen in him the lndom.
ti e-ble o .rtOf self rellano e for which he was ever

'I kb le. His diligence, his fidelity, hit ability
cdal' q achieved for him immediate suao-
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I eie o hrche vor dsol line log icy of M r. eih ,In
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s atsaydedmoovitlend.i or. mnorevried perso
r .. nw-,nan .ad -mfnndito nr ne -. tanoroawfyimur. vigoraoue pronsunauy ai argument
- eatte ex t u .infodrmation and a more ads

ibythewn tlnles ofittgreat founder,
the't i ofi peortetion involved in the system,Sed acoording to the increasing strength of

our manufactures and the demands of the National
Tra•ueay withstgod the assaults of Its opponents,
and s eiti to a certain extent, the policy of the
ontotry, Its benefient' infloences have been

shoWtain the development of our national enter-
prise, l•uthe encouragement of the mechanic arts,
m openig an multplying diversified avenues of
laberl•' *ehling the tide of industrial immigra-
tion to our chores, in securing at home the vast
protil rm elting from a conversion of raw materials
into manufactured artiles, and in the creation of
ne ties if Interest binding more closely together
the dlffeent portiona of the Union.

Tat183, prouostions being introduced into the
Sente-nregard to fixing the price and the trans-
fer of the phublic lands, it wao moved to refer them
to the Commmittee on Manufactures, of which Mr.
Clay was a member. In spite of the incongruity of
the aubjeot with those legotimatoly falling within
the province of that committee; and notwithstand-
oig earnest the entreaties of Mr. Clay and his re-
monstrances against a course so extraordinary, the
motion prevailed.

"The design was," said he, "to place in my
handa a many edged Instrument, which I could tot
touch without being wounded." It was oupposed
that, In view of the approaching Presldental elese
tieon, and actuated by motives of personal advance-
ment, he would be e teted to advocate the de-
mande of the neow Satea to the public domain, in
hopes of their favor, ad0 woeld as incur the dis-
pleaio re of the old'; or, that byn course of silence
and inaction, he might seek to avoid all responsia
bility in the matter. How fallacious were these
ehpeotatioasl The patriotic stateoman at once
applied himself toethe duty thus sngraciously Im-
posed upon him, and so0nreported to theSenate a
bill containing featurea so eminently just and based
upon such sound polley, that it pasted the very
Senate which had hoped to embarrass its aothor.
The measure was bseoquently concurred in by the
House of Representative by the unonually large
vote of 96 over40. It was defeated by the veto of
the Electulve; but through its means and the
wise course of Mr. Clay upon the subject, many
plans for the plunder of the public ands, were
thin and a

f
terwardi frntatod, and e n 1841 many of

the important features of this bill became a law.
I cite this history not merely as displaying the wis-
dom of Mr. Clay and theotaoources of his great intel-
leot, and the influence he exerted in the councils of
the nation, but as illustrating his fearlessness of all
personal eonsequeneesln the faithful discharge of
public duty.

To the consideration of the subject of the na-
tional currency Mr. Clay, thcoughout his life, de.
voted his enlargedand practical mind. In 1811, act-
ing under the cooviltionsof his Judgment as to the
n•oonotitationallty of a Bank of the United States,
and in aooordace with the inbotrctions of the
Kentuaky Legislatore, he voted and •poke against
the rshbrier of that institution. But in 1816,
whlstt Speaker of the Bouse, upon a report intro-
duced by Mr. Calhoun, proposing the recharter of
the Bdank pursuant o the recommendation of
Pr-adent Madison, Mr. Clay came down from the
chair to the floor to advocate the measure. This
is the only Instance of a change of views by Mr.
Clay ot any mpoi'hnt measuore of national policy
daring apublc life of nearly half a century. The
reason which led to this ohange he frankly
avowed. A heavy debt, the result of the late war,
weighed kea llkanubuOO upon the country, aad there
was a general national financial embarrassment.
Theeyes of the whole people were turned to the
Govorment la the reaonable expectation that the
Letislature would devise some means of relief.
Baflied byexperliense and more mature releetion
of ib inacorrectnenas of his first scruples as to the
constitutiohality of a Bank, and Impressed with a
tlil eonvilohon of its absolute necessity, he did not
hesiltat to annoeunoe poublicly his change of opin-
mu, when he might have sheltered hhimself behind
his Speaker' chabr. He knew full well that his
candor was liable to misaoonotraotion-his motives
open Is aeimtadveregn and sepieion, It was like
Ilm oto meet the reeponibllity face to face, with
the o csg ofonseionu rectitude.

Whoa tsis wnbject again came before Congress
in 181, he advoeated the rchurter of the Bak.
Te measer fled, as is well known, through the

op of ah Preasdent, The opposition In Congrese
tbw veto, and to the uobsequent removal of the

iiltO and indeed to the adotnlstraeaons of Gee.
Jeoa uiand Mr. Van Bnr•s, was opes, determined
a dauntles. Mr. Clq becasen on a ll .eaton
trn oumreoores, eklifel end aekoowledged leader.bTheugh thwarted in camung thre ugh theterme
pres the epltlo• eNJoyed thse natisfaction of
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-and paot altm. "n one o his b ratne ot eloqiuene

athe enunthated a principl tthe ti relation to the right ofed, I
t I emprsment eladeeied and exerceed by Great

Britein, which has stead and Is naw the acknowil-
redged princple of the Law of . ations. Speaking

Sauthoried by the ato• 6se , he aeopled "Sir, Go-

i- ermient has done t'elr muncestal ganr these pnper

dp etou n lover thoin o the without
Sbeing shocked. Ta blea Tmble pothe lehis towhich

at this time gveetoed indeero lave: 'let He earereEgkone "apipre p p w without gmoletation.'
h. a patreoni amn. one of his bursts of eloquence
t he encitheyd pinclye Teat Great Btherigta a a
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aDnbingthewarh Tweldednnl tene palmost b-
Ssolute in the ouse-amog such ilusetrloS tates-
rihtmen asLowandes, Calhoun, Che net ,Peter B.orth them.,

i- andse others.n both sides, If Great Britn how to bsireast
It mtaby e r ch andwecamohtactive andaealoe inhde-
a fviave eads oouag plas to provide efor our-
a- liacieutf.iornameat,

i Whureving the rhe eldeuitng drum was head oab-
syouth proed forwe-ardmlng owdato auwsrtile eate
--gins forth to wahoudn, n lation of our . Porterysd honor. tead.I remind you, r. tioresdent, obr Ist

Stheyor own and his bemooved Kantoeky louin heshort

the Johu, nsed, equipped, ans took thproide forel o
eatthe hed ofaregiment o mounted men, a thou
Isand strong, the flowr nd the strohgth of yourd nobee stated Aykuthese fr.termoen, who left their

rural homes, what more than anyth, ing calledshrt
y them forth, and they will tell you it was the-voice
a- of Henry Clay that rang like a clarion throughit their native woods, Y'es, sir, he was the war-
- penen:...f ,lha •e'lbnnh

It was propr that a war which his had been
instrumental in originating, Mr. Clay should be
selected as one of eCommlobners to conclude,
by negotiations of pe'ea ordingly, on receiv-
ing noch an appomeitmo eegned the Speaker-
ship of the Rouse of Represensttves, to commence
his career as a diplomatist. I am not permitted
now to recall to you in detail the services he ren-
deredin this new scene of pnbliclife. The treaty
of Ghent is so closely Identified with'his name that
to enumerate its advantages is to sonnd his praise.
Yet I must not omit to mention that when it was pro-
posed to concede to Great Biltain a continued right
to navigate the Mississippi river from its month to
its source, he opposed it at the outset, and finally
declared that he would affix his signature to no
treaty which should make the contemplated con-
cession.

In sight of that noble stream that bears upon its
ample bosom the wealth of all the wide and fruit-
ful West, it is proper that this statue should stand,
to commemorate the incalculable blessings which
his foresight and determination contributed so
largely to secure for the exclusive benefit of his
country.

But thiswas only one of the beneficial results
flowing from the war. Our prowess had been
tested; our sense of national honor had been vin-
dicated; our arms were hung up bhonud with lan-
rels; and we stood among the powers of the
earth, a nation commanding respect, and ready
and able to enforce it.

The claims of our Government against France,
growing out of her aggressions upon our com-
merce, to which I have already alluded, afforded
another opportunity for Mr. Clay to guide the for-
eign policy of the country. A treaty bad been
concluded with France, by which a pecuniary in-
demnity for her spoliations was to be paid to ns i
installmante& The first payment not hes!ne been
made according to the engagements of this treaty,
Geoeral Jackson, In a message to Congress, in De-
cember, l83,e called attention to the fact, and in
terms of characteristic boldness recommended
measures sanctioning reprisals of French property
in case the French Chambers should fail on next
assembling, to provide for the prompt discharge of
the obligation. The prospects of war seemed im.
mineit. The public mind became filled with the
grvst apprehension. and our commerce Imme-

ately felt its injurious influence. The French
Government, taking umbrage at the tone of the
President, forthwith recalled its Minister, and Mr.
Livingston. the Americas Minister at Paris, had his
passports tendered to him, in anticipation of tlhe
impending rupture between the two countries.

The whole subject was referred in tile BSenate of
the United States to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations, at the heald of whichl Mr. Clay wnas placed.
Very soon after the reference, he presented a re-
solution, accompanied with a report to the Senate,
foll of wisdom, of patriotism and of justice. An
unusually large number of copies of it were at once
printed and circulated throughout the country.
Itso effect in Ecalming the pnblic mind was immedi-
ately felt, and our comiercial interests began to
revive. In a few days the resolution accompany-
ing the report, was advocated by Mr. Clay in one
of his most powerful,temperate and statesmanlike
speeches. He sustained the President in the view
that the fulfillment of the treaty should be insisted
on at every hazard, but showed the Inexpediency
of hasty and hostileaction. This resolution.slightly
modified, received the unanimous approval ot the
Senate, and led to the prompt fulfllment of the
treaty. Thus, by the wisdom and moderation of
Mr. Clay's counsels, another foreign war was
averted, and relations of amity were restored be-
tween our country and her former Revolutionary

Anl.other notable instance of the same wisdom in
regard to nor foreign affairs, is to be found in the
course of AIr. Clay on the resolution introduced
into the Senato in 1850 by Gen. Cass, instructing
the Committee on Foreign Affairs to inquire into
the expediency of suspending diplomatic inter-
course with Austria. The enormities perpetrated
by that Government upon the suffering people of
Hungary, excited an universal sympathy for them,
especially in this country, and led to the introduc-
tion of the resolution.

Mr. Clay. when appealed to by the distinguished
Senator who offeredt, to give to the measure the
high sanetion of his suppurt, declines, do so.
Is a speech remarkably for its artientative
power, its wisdom land jistice. he poliled out the
dangerous tendency of the measure, and demon-
setrated thatt Involved the priclpdlb of assuming
on the part of this Govoersment a right to pass
judgment on the conduct of foreign powers to-
wrds their own subjects-a right which, opening
a new field of collision, terminating perhaps In
war, would expose nus to the reaction of foreign
powers, who might, in tars, assume with equal
pmroprlety the right to judge of our conduct. Here
again did the ceounsl of this great man, In a Sen-
ate oppsedto him. preserve the prinople of
neutralIty, which,lusnaugrated under the admlnis-
elon of the Fatherof hi Cus as optri

boted more than any other principle of our for-
ign policy to preserve the peace and exemplify
the some of Impartial justice of our conntry.
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Among all the imwrtept eervvses ofMr. Clay,
throughout his lung ed, evenfuti career, there are
none more onsoleaporhetu nttllng htothe

theprete.rvatloio *e~ ~' sart•otl-- weohae
rlove of Di lw , No narrow Unit

hemmed it In. p wp ' e h mind, without
losinognsiht, anthe • d•s'phamepion
upen the eap t t the n,1
considered tihee ase 'ecttipo of a common
ou tentr, o, Ino ,ilIone h Mrefereon ian-
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It weas thiun l which induced
himr on eereicoiont th ere o the fetnanti of
the midstonf dnole'th ' tand rth ot boldest,
most earnest, end u .ut efl•ctI rchampion.

uWhen the Sepin •tpie.ademiodn of Missouri
ocoapied the •pbit ied whichMr. Jeffersonde-o
clrared " the mlstnomentous that had ever threat-
enoed the Union"every paetrliot f the land trem-
bled for the te of thie country. The a oheme of
other statesmen had failed to afurnish a remedy
equal to the emorgenauoand disunion; like a black

Mr. o nt the ecrierofhe counocil of the nation
inthe miet ofu thi gloom, brought with him wire
meare of T oneplte lf . At olithiplrnea were
rejected; hat hb persemered with a spirit on-

sdaunted. They ast le sevaledetaudpeac and
good-will wer tior . Tn honor of saving the
couantry we, aotlt•ldetnwrded to him, and his
ot raisee wer e enthe lhps ofagrateflpeople. ir.

Beatob called hims" the paci often maion llions
iof freemtan," and it . in speaking of thi ect that

Mr. Crittenden bes eaid it wee"the greatest civil
trineph ever achieved by mortal man,"

The aeeoondceltsloanwen Mr. lay earned the
title of the savier of his country, and again signal-
ized hadevootior to the Union, w i lB•33 during
the portentous timesn of nullitosaton in Sothe Caro
toe. The people of that chivalroes State had p.
posed, with the moot settled determination, the
turiff laws of the General Government. They Iad
passed, In conventIon, an ordinance declaringthese
lawn anconstitutionaon null and void, and eenacing
resolnte resisteee ,to their enforcement in the
Stante. The Leghisature, on assembling, retried
this ordinsenensd at once set about the effective
orgeoisatlon of the militia, and the preparation of
eaterians for war, with the avowed purpose of see-
taining the-attitude of the Stale by an appeal to
army.

On the 10th December, 1632, Gen. Jackson issued
his celebrated proclamation, denouncing these
measures as treasonable, and calling back the good
people of the State to their allegiance. A few
days after this, Governor Hayne issued a counter
proclamation, in which he exhorted all citizens el
SBoth Carolina to stand by her in her position of
peril. Civil war seemed inevitable. The well-
known courage and inflexible will of Gen. Jackson
left no hope that he would swerve from the course
he had adopted, under a stern sense of duty; while
the spirited ad impetuous people of South Caro-
lina were resolved upon resistance. This posture
of affairs was contemplated throughoutthe country
with anxiety and alarm, whilst in South Carolina
herself the bitterest and most proscriptive enmity
prevailed asgalnst those citizens who sustained the
Government of the United States.

The earliest recolleetions of my Infancy carry
me hack to these troubled times, which impressed
themselves upon my wondering mind with a vivid-
neas that does indeed seem strange to me at this
day. The deei1 and dangerous excitement of the
whole commumty of Charleston; the preparations
for armed resistance; the daily collisions between
individeals whom opposite opinions alone made
hostile; the nightly hisses and hurrahs of passing
processions, and their solemn tramp along the
pavement--filled my boyish imagination with
vague portents of an unknown danger, which ma-
turer years have shown me were not ill-founded.

It was in the midst of these troubles that the
eyes of the nation turned to Mr. Clay, as the
statesman whose hand was to pour oil upon the
troubled waters. "There is," said Mr. Randolph,
at that time his bitter foe-" there is one man, an4
one man only, who can save the Union-and that
man is Henry Clay. I know he has the power-I
believe he has the patriotism and firmness equal to
the occasion."

The conntry was not disappointed. In spite of
the probable alienation of political friends and
well klowing tilhe'obstructions in the patway
leading to a reconciliation of differences of opinion
honestly entertained, Mr. Clay assumed once more
the character of a peace maker. He introduced
into the Senate his compromise tariff. It was at
first reluctantly assented to by Mr. Calhoun Fin.
ally, and in opposition to Mr. Webster's influence,
it was passed. It also passed the House ; and the
nation was again quieted. The measure, while it
provided for the gradual but decided reduction of
duties on imports, still preserved tle principle of
protection to American industry and retained the
standard of a home valuation. It pacified South
Carolina and saved the ~ountry from the horrors
of civil war.

The strains of eulogy in which my heart prompts
me to speak of this patriotic and great achievement
might be deemed extravagant. Let me then quote
to you the language of a citizen who has filled the
highest office in the Government, with reference to
it: "In my deliberate opinion," said he, "there
was but one man who could have arrested the then
course of things-the tendency of nullification to
dissolve the Union-and that man was Henry Clay.
It rarely happens to the most gifted and talented
and patriotic to record their names upon the page
of history in characters indellible and enduring.
But, If to have preserved the Constitution and the
Union from total wreck consotitute any ground for
no immortal and undying name among men, then

do I believe that be has won for himself that high
renown. I, speak what I do know, for I was an
actor in the scenes of that perilous period.

Firom a retirement to private life, which he had
believed was to continue uninterrupted for the rest
of his da•s, in 1849 Mr. Clay was again called by
the unanimous vote of the Kentucky Legislature.
Tile annexation of Texas, as his prophetic vision
had foreseenhad become the parent of measures
of the most absorbing interest that pressed them-
selves upon the consideration of Congress. The
admission of California into the Union-the set-
tling of the boundaries of Texas-the providing
of governments for the naw Territories of Utah
and New Mexico, brougbt with them omplica-
tions of the slavery question and convulsed the
country to its center. Above the discord of party
and the bitterness of sectional eontroversy, the
calm and comprehensive patriotlsam of r. Clay
rose like a tower.

His masterly intellect conceived, in advanoe of
all the statesmen of the day, a plan of coneiliation
and compromise. No sooner was it submitted to
the Soenat than it encountered fronm North nd
South a storm of oppolition which threatened to
bear ltdown. ButMr. Clay was notdlneateed.
His courage rather "mounted with oeoalon,' i nd
seemed to endue him with new strength te pple
with the dificultie that reg up erood hiss.
Once more theUnlon was psaerved, and the vote
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To hlr. Cla deth had nio terrors. " Sir," said

tifea to oeI hare faith, hope, and come nonfl.
desuce." ustr armed In the holy panoply of Chreis
tian ribe awaited unawed the hour when his

oul sblma psus paaway.
abrelsr; iely to have done the State nch ser-

vIe-n longe. so nealoemly, so aonspicuounly; so
to hate sved and so t have dind, aconstute no
common claims upon a coontry's gratitude.

And yet one urecion dom sles has ipresented
itself to the minad of everyn one rwithin the ond
of my voIce. It is thin: Why did thid noble and
revered etateUman and patriot never reoach ery
highest honors of the anblic? Why n h
never eeten Pr.cde nt _
In this question, whIch after generations shall

pot moeuearnedtly thanyou now ask It, I find his
Imperishable renown. In his own Immortal menti-
ment I fid its answer: I eon wn~aatn en smoar
rieAn us Pnnomnsrvr.

Mr. PresIdent end Gentlemen of the Cloy onan-
mental Anssocation-Our labors ore drawn to a
close. Our work has been performed under the
smiles of Heaven, in the midst of the oulpourings
of the heurt of thin vast multitude of freemen. It
has been blessed by Patriotism and Liberty, and
conoecrated by Religion. The Statun of Henry
Clay stands here for all foture time, dedicated by
t you Lonisianians to your brethet of the Union andthe lovers of liberty throughout the world.

Follow-cltizens of the United Statel-Blehold the
Ilre of Henry Clay. The orator of Liberty-the
champion of the Union-the foremost man In his
time In the love, the confidence aud veneration of
his countrymen. Young and old, men and women,
look all upon his noble featuree. I see, as yon do oo,
the memories of the past rushing upon your hearts
-of his eublime centimenta-his self-sacrificing and
magnanimous spirit-his long, faithful and incals.
able services to the Republic.

Let his precepts and example sink deep into
your tsarlo-let them feed the holy flume of lib.
erty within your honoma. Let them impress pon
you the acred lenoon, that under God, the Brat
duy of out American is to love his country and to

uphold the Union and the Coustilution-the very
source and life of our American liberties.

THE CLAY STATUE INAUGOURATION.

FURTHER PARTICULARS.

Republislhed from our Edilon or Saturday, 14th Inst.]

Want of space yesterday prevented us from
mentioning many things connected with the pre-
vious day's Inauguration of the Clay Statue. We

alluded but briefly to the Masonic core a on

the occasion; we now give the details:
The Masonle Ceremonles.

After the unveiling of the Statue, and after the
jubilant crash and clangor of the bands, bells and
cannon had ceased, the Grand Marshal, Captain
Walton, announced that the Masonic ceremonies
would take place. The Grand Master, J. Q. A.
Fellows, then addressed the Clay Monumental As-
sociation as follows:
Mr. Preldeolt aud Members, or the

(Csay Monumental Assocatiou:
The invitation of your Executive Committee, to

the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons,
to assist in the ceremonies of the inauguration of
this statue, the corner stone for the foundation of
which was laid four years ago this day, has been
cordially accepted by the traternity, as you see
evidenced in the numbers surrounding this mown-
ment.

By the. suffrages of my brethren it has fallen
to my lot this day to perform one of the mIn _
pleasing of my official duties-that of leading Il-
the ceremonies of consecrating and dedicating
this statue, erected to the memory of one of
America's noblest citizens; a work of commemo.
ration justly due to the virtues of the depart-
ed patriot and statesman, and equally crclitable
to the Association and this community. This duty
is rendered more than usually agreeable to myself
and those with whom I am here associated by the
fact that he whose worth and memory we tuus per-
petuate was a distinguished member of our ftater-
nity, ad fortyyears ago held the high and honor-

able station oGrand Master of Masons in Ken.
tucky his adopted State.

I will extend these remarks no further, 1et I
encroach upon the province of snotlers the orator
of the day, but with the sesistance of my associates
in office will at once proceed to perform the Maso-
nic ceremonies usnal upon such an occasion and
proper to the inauguration of this statne; and
while these ceremonies are being performed, I en-
join strict and solemn silence in this assembly.

Freemasonry has ever taught, and chiefly
teaches, the three great moral duties-to God, our
neighbor and ourselves: To God, by holding His
name in awe and veneration; viewing Him as the
chief good, Itmploring His aid in all laudable par-
suite and aoupplloating His protection oan all well
meant endeavors. ence with us, the office of
chaplain, to lead and assist us In our prayers and
spplications toHim to whom weever look for aid
and suppeort.

Brother Grand Chaplain, let on commence the
ceoemonies of thinday. by devout prayer to the
everlving add true (God.

The sev. C.. Hedges, Grand Chaplain, then -
feredthe following prayer:


