‘over, lis resigned her, withont a appnrqnl degirs
to mehopblize her tire, to other aspirants, and
slowly, amd with many gracefiul bows and words of
high-bred courtesy, separated bimsell from the
“thiok clustering groops of dancera,

AnT lingered on the owtakirta of the room T saw
him patse an |l siruck, wheno hit eyes fell npon s
voing girl who, clad with pustere plainness, seei-
& politary among the erowd.

Wiat was It that made we feel like 1 conld plant
& daguer at his heart with 4 willing hand, when the
Inok of pleased surprige deepaned into warmest
admiration, and the fall red lips wmuhpd. into m
winile where trenchery mingled with iis’ winning-
simgs?

After n moment’s hesitation he tarned swey,
with the :ppmln. intention of seekirg some one,

iy were.
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and s my g dered to the person Who
hind fized iris awantion, 1 fult her power to win the |
hinrts of tien, thotigh sl was hatanlmmbic New
EBaglind sewivg. ghl, the danghter of & widowed |
mother, who, with pious nspirations for her fotore,
had Bestowad npén har ot the baptismal funt the
| awaet but, alaal A it lvmwd. misapplied name of
Chrfstiann.  Showoa apart, nnsonght and uneared
for, and ot did not saem conscious of any Beglect,
butwith prood head erect atid beantifal face aglow
-with ap'pe:monof the element of the beautiful in
the sieng before her, sho stomd & tinrvel of perfic-
' tion, all palpitating with life—the Hfe and ferce
aplandor of the halftamed leopardess.

At this moment the young hostass, followed by

| the stranger goest, em;a-‘l from ihe crowd aad

foined her.

The costly robe of the fair heiress glittored with
jewels, wherewith parental Tova delighted to ndain
Ter, and that of her companion was gailtlesa of
i ausltbn ‘mar its white simplicity, yat the one might
have been imagined a simple pessant wlm was

obzerved, npon the resovery of Toroed oalmness,
that his every thonght ssemed centered on his falr
young hoatess—oconsin,

Whan n pause of sllence came in the womewhat
listless cirole, Christians realized that for the first
timie that morning shie was awake ; grow conecions
of the fact that it was gloomy and sallen and dis-
piriting, and that rain wos heginning to fall with o
diamel patter on the tool.

Ererything ook & lenden sapect, and the ross:
nte hoe faded from [ife more goickly thsn fran-
epirn the evaneacent changea of o sanaot sky.

®he who bad hitherto heep ao eofficient to
hersall, and conseqnently so impregnable lo
bumilintion from feglect or coldness, suddenly bad
& realiziog sense of her lowliness of lot among tha
erowd whio tell for sustensnce, and, with-a kesn
paog, sunk fn spirit 10 a-level witk her sitan-
| Hom.
| Asewing girl mate herself with a geatlamsn
‘bornand brad? . Bhe sooffed at the weakness thak
conld have engandered sovh an idea, and shounk
away from the essemblage of social equals to hide
harself in the guiet and dimaess of the room where
her Iabor was purdned.

This groveling of tha apirlt, however, waa far-
aign to her natare, And she . rose from i indignant
and defiant, wogry and bitter with bherself, snd
filled with s sentiment which she believad 1o be
contemptuons hatred for the person who had sur-
prised ker into 1%,

Mr. Conyngsby'avislt was prolonged beyond the
origioal period assigned for it, bat Ohristisna, in
manoer, wis o ivily ausomseions of bia presenee
a8 if be had never passéd befors hor vision.

Bae was nat permitted; hawaver, to pat him, if
whe conld, from her regollection, for his name had
grown familiar to her benafactrasa and friend, snd
daepoiled of the cousinly sppendage, * Richard '
1 with incressity freqoency by Ab-

-masqueradiig, and the ofher spposad & Ol
| who had but faid aside the ragnl dindem.

A few whispered words butwoen he two girls,
ankd e gentleman was preseated.

‘Christinna turoed to greet kim with the alc of
Bnaghty indiferenca which eharasierized hor gon-
grol manner, a dower, a5 it scemed, from nature,
but me eha met ihe deferential salotation and
canght the fxed, exprossive goze, her Targe, di-
Irting ayea sank beoenth thely 11ds, and she fell iite
& tremor of #imid confosion —ahe who was &o
daringly self-posseesed, or 8o coldly reserved.

| Miss Hall torned away with some laughiog remark,
and in hia tone thare came the soft, woolng inflec-
tion, which made the simple request & prayer,

w1 have naver denoed at s party o my lfe,” wa:

* [ihie fravk reply.

Yo gan, though, sad well, Your soul boats’
rythm to the music. Come?"

Without waiting for wards of consent, e took

inatant with o eritical eye, and plaved it an hiz arm,

At We tomch a spuem of indignant defance
passed over Ler faee, aod words of refusal rose to
her ¥ips, but an involuntuey glasos spward caught
the willful mastery of Lis eyes, tud with s billowy
“gwall of hitherto onkoown emotione ele yielded to
thigir spetl,

Familisr as ware all present with the beaaty of
her face snd form, w murmur of scarcely sap-
pressed admiration rose among the dancers wlen
she glided in her midsl.

Wierceness and coliness both ware gone.

& gsenge of being apprecinted. n new Hight of
happiness, seflened yet ifradinted the magnideent
eropinre, and alin was the {mperzonation of wo-
manly heanty.

Baeh time thal she wandered Lack from the fig-
ure of the get, her companlon drew Ber to his side
with & semethicg o toach, amd glinee, aad low
| reathed word, which, thongl :uilucm.pulrte tu

to her

'm,ww; aparkla i their |
rightar than the jewel the E:mblln( lover places
gw'md hils mistress! white

(] Mmm o the sonlvaraary of thiz holy
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aancs, elielted by Bome

Iripping feat; claspad
snft cheoks Aoshad o
lna'nym \Lm- fached

of the village whblived
s lilhide, this might yistdod
is fir and gentle daaghbter;

m_c—'lpn Fepuratiohs mads svery
i m'nrmm and frnmnea and

: t’or.éuh.

ro{ e !ﬁwp.'gallanls would fain have
for the opeiing dance,
with the shy whisper, s
plni: fash despened on
to-her father's

'nuunad b Svatjosk arrived

others,
of naw born
having ber near him.
It was the firat ncense offered at the shrive of
her beauty, and it came with dangerons and inboxi-
anting effect, not 83 cutwardly manifested, bot to
nier gonl, to hor heart, to her senses, softing them
all n-theill with roay delight, and waking in them
perceptions which hisd never downed to them he-
fore:
It was a fairy evening, and the stranger who bad
slraped within the cirole of hor life vialded the
enchanter's wand,
No thought whndered to the past or weat out o
the fntore, but tie sum of existence reemed con-
centrated in the present—ihat present which had
1t in the first sanfiash of light, whose radiance it
seemed oonll never dim, whose overwhelming
glory come to ber sa & foretaste of the blissfol
light of tho celastial homs where thers is no night,
and the Lrightiess fades not sway.
No preslence of shadow bo comé—alas! and alast
.A.n occurs g often In the midst of & erowd, this
e, whish rev ized an entice baing,
wag uanated by those arouud, a6 5o unobservant
wore 1hey, that the ananimous d2cision, when the
merry-makers separated, wonld have been thal the
burdén of Hichard Conpngshy's devations had,
daring the entive evenibg, been laid at the fect of
the gollelaan Abble—ste hersell, perhinps, being tha
Blindest among the blind.

CHAFPTER 1L,

Orant, DI T pod
er bw\. hr Tage; hcriad.«nnmn viig
i s unirraied ul man b
Pl 1o feve v,
Twne, |hu| #ho fored him
TAndromague, © Rl by b Philipe.

_With the morning, 6 cbaoge had come. The
rteel-like brilliancy of the sky was gooe, amd in ila
place wers duoll, leaden clonda. A decided almu.
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and pridefol n

s Dpnce with me?™ Mr. Conyugsby ashed, s |

her [finely mouldod hand in bis, exomined it for oo |

was

bie's sween lips.
On the evening of the iast day but one, of Chris-

tlana’s slay in Byoire Hall's bousehold, she had

the sun, for the placing of o fow stitehes in o near-
1y completed garmont.

“The task Gnished, her hands fell nerveless on the
aill, and the sad, dispirited hrow leaned againgt the
oold glasa.

‘Filled with soorn for horself, she Jiited her head

! und rafuasd to pleld to the weaknesa thas was steal.

ing ovar her.

It was bat for o moment, though; why nobt
There was no one te seer, 10 one to tagat, bo oue
to look ackanca at the ponriog out of her heart's
Bblood, thongh who could there be who woold do
it eo bitterly as she horself, when tho tide had
eeased.

One -more day he wonld live to hee sight, and
Bfter that, my God! a long denth !  Nover, never.
never b st him pgain, of elae, wide a8 was the
guif that partad her from kim now, to mees onee
mare, and hava between them a chasm which
denth afope could bridge.

Ahlkind Lord spare me thot ! He Jves net, ho
shall not love, Lie shall not marry another.

A qguick elatter of approaching horsea feet rung
out go the cold air, and s Christivos lifted ber
Bowed hesd aml straighiensd her disonlered looks,
ahe dizggyered throngl the despeniog  twilight
that AbLbLie and Me. Conyngsby were retorning
from a horseback ri

Ay they drew toin under the window, she turpad
away, thongh not go qoickly bot thet she noted

srnmd, and the whisperad wonds, as he asslabed Ab-
bin to n Hzht.

The time of lier Indulgenos was gons by
huoman eye might reat npon traces of enotion fo
which she hated heraclf.

Plueing her work to oae side, she bathed her
aching head in el rerﬂeshing_ water, and smoathly
broshed the lnxuriens hlack buroished tresses that
foldad back from bt face.

Then she peseed into Abbie's room, prepared o
Hght, ‘and errapged some trifles for the chengs of
tollet whish she Enew Abbie would ascand Lo male,
and etood waiting, her sppearsnce with an exterior
ol nemposnre.

Abbie was childishiy demonstrativa, both of love
&nd plepsurs ; and =8 she came daneing into the
routn; threw ber aru round the stalossgue Sguro
of ber atterdant compsaalon, eaplag, half whisper-
ingly «

" Be glad with ine, Anus, T am so bappy.”

Tn- her littie fluktor of plessure she did not notice
the sudden tremaor that shook the stately form of
et friend, nor ohserye that her tender olaap wis
anreciprocated.

Had the frst impulse bees yielded to, Christiana
would have repelied hor almoet witha blow 3 &s it
i, she Hfted the hat from the golden eurls, drow
Abbie to the lght, and looked into her face loug,
searchingly, apd even curionsly, and asked, (o a
Jow, measnred yolos—

Ulanld yow live if that happiness was blasted?
Wonld you curee the deatroyor ™

e, said Abhia, to hoth quedtions; “but how
strangely voo look. - Aro you 7 - Are yon
iroubled 't

"N, bo both i L Iy ropested
Christtana, with a fareed laogh, “T il but wou-
der if to the charm that nature hed given you over
heurts wus added an exemption from sorrow.”!

ST cannob hope for that!’ replied Allie, quits
serlonaly s “bat oh ! dear Anng, my feturs fies ha-
fora me now an opening vists of buppiness.”’

Christiann released her beld on Abbie guiekly,
as it dreading further confidence, and said, huv.
riodly

I ave Fon afeer to-morrow, Abhis, and your

hing absence from town makes It prahakie

a

-mant of temperatare had deprived the )
of its hraving, exhilurating effact, and the manlal
barnmeter fell down bo wero under the depressing
influence.

B and & thaw, wis

4,hst wo shall not meet agaln.  TF anglie should
come betwaen 03, or If wa should naver meet, re-
memher that I am gratafal for yonr stomdfast
ip, and thankfol for my motber's sake for

Christiana, who had remainéd o assist the Foung
mistrogs i restoring order to her dizordered house-
hold, &nd to complete, hefore the weak closed in,
garments which Abbie desired for her approaciing
visik 1o the city, and to which ahe imegined the
Uaxberons Angerd of the yonng sawlng-girl imparted
# peculiie grace, awoke, sod aross from her alesp,
‘r_m; not from the dellelons tranes that wrapped her
aoal,

Bha did not observe that the sky wie overcast,
ur'the day was sullen, for, 'sell-centered, sle wea
lpat to surronodings.

A& beantifol reflection from the noer glow and
wirith rested on hor face, and ax sha procedded
with her sim ple lmlel lhm were paoses and rests—
nat of i i het ol mingled remems

yntm his
2 e well known um e wis

rich, pursaing his stodies
a4 than from any positive

mupun don ia

wnhi nnt. Ima hesn ]ijmdhe it mmt have
heen instindt whish prempted me to greet him so

iy, when the Sqoirs fnirodised him to my ae-
mnua for| 'Iwﬂl PearLace nad manner wers,
B8 Mok iﬂkbbtfemﬂm helght; mor ws

0, bat it was sef

‘Wl by entire eleganos of drews. D bir, which
Al worn quite. long fell In curls of totored
d-aim fret glanee ta be brown,
¥ itk CRTLAin . iinhlnar&m llnt_lsapnv! fat; which
licightened it to an
: - Izht and even elassic fn
.sm&;ﬂln tragid i lpes g0 iseflacoally by policy
d cironmugrecti ekt it was proal they wera of
bere’s workmans Hig eves were blus—
diark —-snd mere -uﬂ.msiuw-g um sy of thie
eetard b Befura or sinee.
i Klilahn v&kwﬂm Jow acall times, and &

.u!ﬂgn 'rldl his - -alr_ of devo-
1, i & xljnzl. xerted un atmont mes-
| mario efeet. i feiluei Mnm;«mnumum

brance snd hope; IJIE marping there was a past
o regall, a fubure to anticipabe—in the one they
tiad mist; in the other, they would meat again.
The sammans to & late meal was ot last given,
and the family and 1ta inmates, with tardy steps,
agsemibled lo the hroakfaet-ropm.

The iast to make his appearance was Mr,
Uonyngaby,

He lost nothing of his attractivencss either of
Appearanas or menoer, when seem by the lght
of day, und made hiv morning salutations to his
host and daughier with consummate grace and
‘appropristeness.

The passipuate, untatorad heart, which had ss
wawarily opened its inver sanciuary to his pos
aesaion, pwelled and throhbed aa if o break way
froimn its gonflaing breast athis appropch, aod to
the glorions eyés came & black darkness, ond o
ol faintness to the trombling limba.

What  browght the kndden revolsion? The
hanghitily liftad bead. the bot flosh, and the wild
ginee as of the wonuded pauther prapaving for the
revangeinl apring 1

After the interalmnge of courtesies, a glauee, &
aile, & word, or a pressucs of the hand for esch,
at e moment when she shoost reatized the
westiny of hig greeting, e passod with ool com-
posnra to his east; withoat recognitlon, and ap-
parently unconsines of her peesence.

Bhe bosied hersell in Acsisting to arrange the
appoistmants of the solfue tray &t the corner of
whizh ehs was placed ; but her brasst heaved fr-
ng:lu'ly. Im luigs szamed ta refizas Lo perfornt
W sanee of auit awelled in
hsr ‘theent, and Bot, wild twsps, wauld bave
| trembled in her eyes, bat that » rescletion ficny
a4 fate pod them back.
-She did a0t see the quiel gbrma of mm!cﬂ
ilsu that was given to hor face, the besuty of
whigh was buightened by these smobiuns, bot enly

the asistanae vou have reodered me.”

4 Why, what cbange ean epinz " asked Abbia,
0 what shall hinder oar muecting again ¥?

“ &3 to the former, we Enow nat what lea forus
inthe hand of time ; regarding the latter, it ladenth
and sometimes sheence that parta the tenderest
tles,  T'have thought of leaving here; of trying a
wider field, of ceasing to be a sewing girl," she
woand np bitberky,

U Ah, mow you are not Kind quickly e
piied Abble, " Yoo make me think that surely
by some inadvertent act, T have wonnded, have
hurt you."

* Pat from it Yoo are always good and gentle
and kiod,"” said Christinns, with & trothfal mag-
nanimity, ' and it i T who Am perverse and wey-
ward and ftful past your dnderstanding, Do nob
latit worry yoo,  Let ma kisza you, and then go to
your happinass.

Preasing her arimson lips an ATbie's blue-veined
Tlids with an almost passionate tendernees, Chrisl-
ana turned ahroptly awsy, and withdeew to hide
the angnish which Sad this aventag swelled tosuch
dangoreus life jo the darkoess aad solitude of her
QW TOOM .
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Abbie had appoioted thai the succeading day
shoold be pessed by Mr. Conyngsby, her father

dintaut.

Mr, Gonyngshy appeared at the table langoid
ani diapiritad, and announeed himealf 20 mach in-
dispnzad a5 to-plmost preelude the possibility of
his fulfilling the enpazement, wherenpon it was
praposed tiat it shonld be entimly ahsndonad,

Te this propuosition b would not listes, insisting
hat they shonld o, aed dealaring his inbantion of
at lpast making an effart to aspompany thew.

Tlie resolt was thot whee they assembled for de-
pacture, an addition bad beon mads to the expedi-
Lhan by the ahape of Mr. Conyngshy's riding hovse,
which casurrence bs sxplained by sagping thwt i
he found himself ton muoh indispossd to remain
throngh the day, it woeuld cuablo: him to rotara
without deraaging the stay of Abbls or te Squlre.

these amgvmunh Uhrististia waa in izoo-
yanae, a3 sha Lad found an excuse for not sppear-
ing at the morging meal.

At Abbis's raquest she had promised to remsin
Whrangh the-day, and supervise darluy ler shasnos
the domedtio aifairs.

Wheo she found Wey hed departed, shs gave

gone to a window for the benefit of the last rays of LS

the instant's detention of the slighl form in his |

Horgelf na lekure for refieotion, but busied hersell
Ty rendering what was entirely soparfaoue asslat.
tanee in all the detaila of hovsshold afaire,

Withont it presenting itsell in the shape of a
positive thonght, she seamed intultively to dread
ihe emptiona fhat would wake in idlensss and soli-
inde, and was strong in hor delermination to give
them ne snconrmgement,

At laat the minotest arrangement that ingenoity
aould suggest had been made, the searcely tiated
noon-day meal had beon cleared away, hor humbla
wardrabo had heen packed for remorsl to hor
mother’s roof, and thera still ramained & frightfnl
langth of the day iobe paesed.

Wandering roetlessly throngh the houso, she st
last eotered the rocm which contained Abbin's
pieno, Mechanioally sinking into the asat hefore
it, ahe passed hor fogery over the yielding koya
with an antwtorad ekill that marked the native tal-
out, though the simple, expresaive strains clicited
no regponst (rom the Goul which hed herelofore
gone out i gash raptors to thele call

Tha voloa which essayed to cest its melodions
richness on the wir, ihis day weuld brestbe no note
that did not tell of pdiess—sadness the hardest to
be borne, the moat grievous that can come in life,
that which the youngheart knows, whan rast baclk
npan itself, and all its tender bopes He withered
i an untimaly blight.

This would not do-

Rising hestily, she looked sround for some ob-
ject that might mterest or amuse, among the works

1o my falth fn pourfove. [am ot even now, while
cxprapalons of hatred are yel warm-upon your
Jips. I only wait to have thoss sounds chased
away by the most precions words that ever
hiessed the ear of man.  Christiana, 1 love yon.”

One step be advanced, with cotresty In voloe and
oeture.

Thie love it appealed to woold not be put beek,
Forgetful of colluess and digaity, unmindful of
Inconsistency or trenolery; fhe stately form Wi
edoght rielding to his breast, while tha Tips which
had breathed of inte, whispered trathfally, © 1iove
oo hetter than Tife.?

When they parted theva was on the fnger of the
broiaed and swollen hand whicl had been so griev-
oualy martyrized, n plain gobd cirelet, the pledge
of trath thet Christisna should be the wife of
Riehard Conyagshy.

There had been & promise mnade, how exacted
the party bound conld scarce bave told, thet as yot
na mafftion of the engagement shonld be mads to
Eer mothar, to wlase rool she roterned before the
ann had sank to rest,

Afeor this there wera, in the few remaining days
of Mr, Conyngahy's atny, frequent interviews be-
tween the lovers, all but ona the runllc af chanoe,
B0 far &s C waa
abe returned fram thees m«uuungz Joyons aod elsted,

end and dej wd Himis with
n wandering, waveriog, unsemed apririt, which
hespoke & gombat within,

.&t lugt the time came for Mr, Conyngaly'e

I vand he left the Sguire's, carrying with

of art and beauty, which d i the
bat without sugcess.

At last ghe bethought herself of {he Bquire's
stody, where, among the cheice amsemblege of
hooks, she had often scoght information ar recron-
tion of mind.

When she entéred, nnd the door swong to after
her, on nolsgleRs hinges, & ghut her in, Lo sues
roundinga which formed s scene of luxurions com-
farl.

The softly Lcmpnrea light, the glowing fire, the
ganial phers, tha antlque Look ¥ um fow
aud- earefully ueler‘ted plotares, tho graceful tahics,
and clinfrs suggestive of repose lnevery curve, alj
were calenlated to-minlster to the pepses, and
throngh them lall lnwan] storms to peans,

Christiana was for o Brlel space lullad te forget
Tulaess and rest.

There coms to hor ardent imagination & glimpse
of love recintonabed, aud the delight of & unfon
that should be eternil

The heaatifal lips syllabled the Toved vama, 1he
hand dly toping, traced the Jetters that formed {6,
her own grew to light bexide i, and thers eome o
eonza of plagsura, weak thongh ghe knew it to L,
wt the esmpanionship.

IL woe mot for sell-indulgence thongh that she
had songht i soliswde; it was not to listen to
heart-whispurs, buk to msh them to sleep, to re-
duce them to a alence that ehonld know np
waliing,

With an efurt she aronsed herself,

The desired book was sought and foond.

Christinna resumed fer sest In the arm-chair
which stoad by the large table in the center of the
To0m, And Comine ui £} peruseﬂ

ond pages wera feeaed, hat IJJe thanghls, whether
grave of goy, did wob reackh tha apgivecistion of
indd.

The form, howover, waa continued & wearisone
aprad of time, ntil at st o fall sense of ite mook-
ery seamed to burst npon bar,-and the book fell,
and her hend bant, whils 8 low ory, as if ghe had
bien stricken & meral blow, lsaed from ber lips.

Then eome a tempest of dols sud teora, and the
wuroee oft-repeated, as though ehe plead with
croel fate: Y1love him! [love him!™

All Bhe prowd sbrevgth of her natore ssemad
loveled to the dost, and, in the midat of the wreek,
she lav at Iast voieeless, ripgid and despairing.

Asg she rested, motionless, ker head pregscd on
the table, ler features hid from the Hght of day,
the door openad withdut premonitary sennd, and
the ghject of thls wayward, uotutored love, the
oauss of thiz abject abandenment to grlef, appagred
in the gntrance.

and herself, with spme friends, resident a few miles |

That he hnd boen epprised of Chelshiana's pre-
aomoe, and that (8 was her e seoght, was made
manifest by the quichness with which tha door was

| drawn to and the cager step that placed him at her

side,

As he bent over ber Lhere was love in hiz ayea—
sueh love as e could feel ; bot; alaa! whers there
shoald haye heen pity for the wreeked peace that
alone conld bave bowed that prond hesd, there
was & glenm of exultation, atd & too appreciative
glance for the grace thatlay v every pose of tha
slender fgare; and & quick taking in of the joint
tracery of their names, whowed that he was oot
entirely given ap te soliciteds and oeneern for her
distress.

An for Cheistians, it whs impossible to decide
whether she thooght it the chadnee entrance of n
servant, or whether ganecions of Conyngebyl pre.
menca, the waa sullenly deflant, and refosed cithar
to recngnize it or fiy.

Ardent aa had boen his paze, and the gesture ac-
companying it, 83 i ha would have encirclad her
in bl arms, hiv fiest words were cold; and even
tock nn inflaetion of meckery. They were, as he
ifted l!ls paper from ke table and read,

i Hamwmou inanund, bold and free o okivogs
raphy : written too, If T mistake net, with the left
-t

Christisna ifted hey pailid face, her eyes glitter-
ing with indignant wr
v Give It ma,"” ghe anlﬂ holding the hend fodi
cated, aad whish Conyngsby hiad often belooe noled
that shensed ns others do their right, cxtended

townards tha paper he etill retained,

The request wad not complicd with, and he re-
furned her stendfnat, vet asintillaut gase, with one
of lenghing sdmivation.

LS L] that thods to whom the singnlar hahit
belongs mave the grasp which never grows coldin
fricndship; and oan sirike nnerrlagly the blow that
4 to vevenge trast balrayod,”” she added in a
meaenrad, unvarpiog voioe, which yel hod a
thraatening infection,

o1 fael that with the peeulisrity Thave the gife.'t

“Then it i3 Ahe land Tove,” be answered, fm-
petuously sel . aod pressing dozens of kisses
on faper fingues, dimpled back, rosy palm, and
rounided wrist, Lel tha astonished girl conld
snadeh it from Lis hold.

“How dare you? I e you—eneh insulkis for
me alane, ! inooherently gaspad the wonnded and
sngered Christiane.  *Lhate gaw," ghe repastod,
and the beautiflul band wea: dashed against the
tabiy with a force thit ssemed safivicat lo-shatber
its alender bones, and then wrapped and Lid awayp
in har hondkerobiel sz if it offonded her sight,

o Christiana,” came ina deep, low voice, its in-
tonotfon berring reproof snd tendermess. e
changed as was her mien, and deeply sggrieved as
she knew havself to e, the girl'a heart shrilled in
response to the 3oft bona,

After o momant'z pauas, a3 il to sabdue agito.
tion, Congngshy continned ;

I to bave ylelded you avery thonght of my
mind, every pulse of my leart, every aspirplion of
my goal, is to dosalt you, Thave,

# ¢ to prive oue glanca from yoor eyes more than
tlis warinest gome of faver from all #he world of
women beside, of to valuz ons touch of that dear
hand heyond tha tanderest embrace of love from
thoas of rarest mould, be b insult fou—T da.

S8 to love, to love agniost every oooviotion of
reagpa ond expedlency, to worship =0 that every
gift of fate-or fortans & as nanght, it that my idal
18 withheld, ba to insult amd mesdl hatved, T have
sinnesl, med yoo fa sinyple justice.

£hristtna lclt tho barerier of indigantion and
wounded prids melling away hefurs l'hene ETTES
sivned vonfeasions, but remembrance . nerved her
toeay:

“ You have no right torpeak of love to me, You
liaye glven Abbie canse to tiink that all your pre-
fevence was for her."

*1dolove Abbie aan sweel consin, or n gentle
sisber; if she bas wade eiler interpretadion of my
tenderness she i3 seil-decelved. Have you, too,
heen deceived?  Hava you deubled, Christinns, =t
whore shiring was Tald my Tifs-long devotion?

“Never for ons instant since the moment whon

your hand first rested in mine, have | beon Fecrosnt

Lim the golden opinions of all, and was driven to
the depot to take bis seat which had been guite
oatentationaly engaged in the ratlroad train of that:

Abbie was consolad for hia absence by the
thought {hat cre many days they shonld mest
again, nnd looks and glancas, and some whispared
words ind made her bhelieve that the san of his
happinesa wonld sufter eclipsa notil be found him-
slf ngain at hor side.

CHAFTEK IV,
A-\ll: 013 s 1 e on

After !.hl! come the beginning of the sad. A
morning dawned wilh every premonition of o
ebarm.

Long, songhing breaths of wind came wanderbg
up the valley.—wero palpaple to the touch, wers
loat, retseating and still reireating, with 8 moan
disconsolate, s wight have come from douls
whose corses, weed ehrouded, wora the play-
ihinge of the wayes,

The gusls lnoreased I violence walil nogn,
when the {rees, which hed at frst buol lent dad
tomsed their grmd i sappl n,  commenced
their keen cry of snguish ) and when night foll

wea, orime, and the impensiable darkeoss of the
Erave,
Tt wild Anla—nnd md, o3 % tha gl
T yoieng lipa reatts whan bevets el drsamings fiys
Wheen iHight, and ennker worm, nud o) Ting showess,
Comn wittieriag oer U warm Bears's pastlon flasers™
"Tie n sud story for the Christmas tima, and ofer
trne s but pass it not by, you who thisk it & Hght
thing to betray a woman's troat s and et s ténahs
inga, fuir maiden, in that sweot spring, when love
dnwus to the g].l.sn hieart, end shun not the haly
dymputhy that distila feom & mother's breast intg
words of praclons sounsel,
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the blast went shrieking and i o
apace, With & fury that drove. all things lving to
ahelter,
1t waq a fearfal night; and when the light of
day come again 1o earth, and ls fury was spent,
there went up a wall from a desplate hearthetane,
and a ery of one who refused to be comforted,
begnusn the child of her old age had feft bor to the
the minfstradons of those who held oot the same
blood in thelr veins.

Thire wue o piteoud tale toll by qaivering lips,
of wleepless eyes, which had searched the s -
t.urcs of Hie, u!m Fad ml:t unto lra tem

DOMmA ni ‘.iugl:-riu,',r Farots!
the emgmeated iden that pe

aallly & danghier was
seekiog comfort awd companionship,

Her name, *‘Christikni,” had been  epoken g
wherenpon, the steps had receded in hasto, snd
ke mother’s eyes had only been assured of her
presonce by the futtering of Ter robe, aa It swept
arroes the auter threshhold,

Tigwn, into the darkness and storm of the nig
sha hud followed, arying, ** Christiana, Christiana; i
but without responze.

(e glimpse she bwd had of her “ewe lamb ;"
It waa ms it pessad swthworl the luog gleam of
Hight, shed irom her mid-night lamp of prayer, and
then wis lost io shadow —loat, alaa! to ber, In the
ehaduw of sapposed guilt, nad certaia depertion of
duty,

Her voiea siruels silent by the fearful thought,
the widow had boroe 1o her steained ears throogh
tho rosh of wind &nd rain, the quick rattls of
whoels, and then couviclion setting deop that ehe
was abandoned of flial loye, sha had tottered home
to e senseless 1Ll the morn—lben 1o wike and
know, it was not s horrid vision conjored of the
night, ot u too bard reality,

Public ramar soon coupled the tames of Christ-
innn and fichird Conyngsby.

Bot why? Had he not taken honorable leave
bafore her disappesrance from our midst.

None would tell-from what sonrse the thought
had had its origin.

Under Ita fatal infinenca ona frail lily bad droaped
its hiead, nor waited for the ecff brenth of spring
ta warm it to new Xife, bul fell to earth, and lay at
rest- op her peageiil bosem,

Gentle Abble, a8 tha world sald, snccumbed to
raphliy developed diseasa which fad come an bn-
heritanes from the young mother who had slept so
Ny years in & consomptive's grav

Ee that na it may, the keén pang which comae of
love betrayed, strock the first blow ot the roots of
her Tife.

CUAPTER V.
“Aril ik then £l Ti A lie
m

i 7

il vhat Wil wiy

el Founz Gupe,

Tl P!

Fuor twice twelve monthe, the apace which Christ-
fana had eeeupied in the community sinca child-
Tincd, was loft o blank,

Thea there come wandering across the ocean's
waves 4 vague stary of a queenly beauty, whe hed
boen glrined by love's care ina home that realized
all tafes of orlental spiendor, under the sunoyakies
of I'rance.

Tt tald how the nohlest of the Jand, and Do
whose iearning had lifted them to fame, bent In
adnlation ab her feck, Tt sabd that poets yielded
liomage ot her shrine, and connted words fas
weal when n3ed to paiot her charms ; bat i aha
tald that this warship was received with such faver
a5 the sovarvign lady grants o the hnmble subject
of her doinnin—abe punipg alwaye to the one
desrer o ler heuart than dite and all its dativs.

Then come & pamse, dod afler that the details of
an awful tragedy.

Ower the wing cop words were atlersd which
chanve gave to the wrongad ena's ¢ars, and chang-
od her to an avenging fury,

Bl leprned, overs whils her Jieart was swelling
with ita wealth of tendérneas—learned it ia one fell
sentence—heard it told with laaghing sneers, that
ehe was dupe, mistrass, viotim, and the words gha
thought had mwade her wife, neoght save a skill-
ful mookery, She liaard the rpecivus lie narrated
and applaided wileh had wou her from ler paor
old mother, pnd the sheltar of her humble hame—
heard the vannting borst of ingennity which had
deinined money, that shonid have been eacred,
from its expistory mission te the safar-off sharea—
and listened bo the baoters and apticipations as to
whnt extent of tine might elupse bofora the rare
toy wonkd grow wearisoma ind he thrown aside
for objects of nawer interest.

£an you wotder that that prond and weyward
Yeart, and high-sirung Rery nature, grew orazed
at iy awn abusement 3
wodtiiler A0k in the devic hoanes af that
dondd wore enacted, which mada

with hoy

LT
wght dreadiol
that hunse & hoose of blogd?
that a rash hand lot out two lives which had
mingled here, snd which might not go Lo their
dread horeafter ong withoat the ather, but must
stand fogother—agouser and aecosed §

Jodlelil and medical investigation proved
that the murderous blow had hesn given  left-
handed, and the wound o Richard Conyogsby's
traitorgng - breast correspanded Lo the wespon
which was baried to the heart of the dead woman,
whe lay & suicide at Lis feet,

Loet, 1ost in shadow |

Can you wonder |

, aad of
ather mesehinery of simklas sha.
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