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THE sTAY LAW QUESTION.
Concurring in the request of several frlends, and

believing the subject to be of great importance,
we have concluded to publish the subjoined very
able and luminous opinion of Ex-Attorney-General
John D. Freeman, of Missieslppi, contained in a
letter to the Hon. F. L. Clalborne, of Pointe
Couped, in.which the stay-law question in its legal,
coutstitutional and equitable relations, is most ad-
mirably discussed. The learned writer throws
much light on the subject. Indeed, morally and
legally speaking, his arguments are impregnable;
and although utterly opposed to the sweeping Mis.
slssippi law, which deprives the creditor of every
means of redress and allows the debtor to swindle
at pleasure, whenever so disposed, he suggests
certain modifications in regard to imparlance
terms and forthcoming bond laws, that he inti-
mates could be'legally made, which would extend
all the relief honest debtors would ask for, while
creditors could go on and eptablish an inalienable
claim on property, even if sale under execution
should be postponed a considerable length of time.

Not being lawyers, we do not'claim to be entire-
ly capable of discussing this m'atter in its strictly
legal bearings. This, we have not attempted, nor
is it necessary that we should, as the equities in-
volved are of tenafold more moment thyn profes-
sional technicalities or all the lore that is supposed
to be bound in calf on the shelves of the beat
library in the country. We might strain legal anid
constitutional points to a certain extent, to ame-
liorate the condition of the debtor during the pen-
dency of these hard times, but we never can con-
sent to the sweeping away of every legal, constl-
tJtioual and equitable barrier, which now protects
the creditor from spoliation and ruin. Pass the
Mississippi law, and keep it in force two years, and
the Banks of New Orleans, now impregnable
Gibralters of financial solvency, will become as
uinsolvent as the Brandon Bank, or any " wild-cat"

institution in the Northwestern States. Why ?
Because few, comparatively speaking, will attempt
to meet their obligations-such, we understand,
has been the invariable rule in Mississippi,
not even the rights of widows and orphans
forming an exception, on account of the passage
of the statute in controversy-and, the debtors
having fall power to dispose of their property,
the Legislature having not only prevented the
creditor from collecting his just dues but pro-
hibited him from establishing the legal lien
o a judgment which would make his claim good
after the war-the chances are, to use the language
S. Mr. Freeman, that when peace resumes her

.- sway, "the debtors of the State will become rich
and the creditors will be paupers in the land."
And, as with public institutions, so with landlords
and tenants--so with those who have hired their
negroes and live upon the income thus derived-so
with those who have rented their lands, loaned
their money on mortgage, or credited any body, in
any manner, in good faith. At one fell swoop
they are stripped of everything, deprived of the
privilege of collecting even a portion of their debts.
and told that they shall not in the present estab-
lish a valid title for payment in the far-off future I
In other words, they may be starved pitilessly
while those who owe them money, and enjoy their
property, may go on owing and enjoying in conse-
quence of the immunity granted by the Legislature.

But, we have written more than we contem-
plated when we commenced; and will conclude
by directing the carefuLattention of the community
tc the letter in question:

Thes Stay Laiv.

Proto the Missalslppin.
J sonSOS, Nov. 12, l861.

loc F. L.. axi(boene. Palnte Coupee, L. :
Dear Sit--Your letter of Norv. 10, requesting a

copy of our Mississippi Stay Law, together with
my opinion as to its constitutionality, has this mo-
ment been received. Enclosed I send a copy of
the statute.

The law, in my judgment, is palpably unconstt
tutional and grossly unjust.

The first section repeals all laws for the coller-
tion of debts upon contracts, express or implied.
It prevents the Courts from taking jurisdiction of
any action for the collection of a debt, express or
implied, which was created before its passage ; it
prohibits all persons from resorting to the ordin-
-ary legal remedies, by due course of law, for the

collection of debts due and unpaid, except the
action of attachment which rests upon fraud; it
operates as a judicial injunction against courts
and citizens; enjoining the former from exercising
their conceded constitutional functions and the
latter from asserting their constitutional rights;
it takes away constitutional remedies for an un-
limited and uncertain period of time, and is a
substantial repeal of all laws for the collection of
debts; it divides the community into debtor and
creditor classes, and says to the debtor keep that
thou hast-the money you have borrowed or the
Sproperty purchased of your neighbor and not re-
turned or paid for shall be yours, and your neigh-
hebor shall have no remedy against you until further
provided by law-disregard your contracts and
break your faith with impunity; neverhaving paid
your debts, we regard you as a law-abiding,
patriotic and prticary warlike portion of the
community. Having confiscated the property of
your creditors for your benefit, we expect you to
loan the amount so confiscated to the Southern

oConfederacy, and we rely on your honor to do so.
We do uot compelyou to make this loan, but the
iclemency we have shown you appeals so strongly
!to your gratitude that we cannot suppose you will
disregard this implied obligation. To tihe creditor
the Legislature in effect says you have always paid
tnur debts and fulfilled all your pecuniary obliga-
U•ons, and, so far as we know, all your other obli-
gations to society and your country. By your
industry and economy you have accumulated a
serplus of means and you have loaned your money
or sold your property to your neighbor, who has
profited by your Indulgence-this is all right.
aving done your whole duty heretofore, we can

expect nothing more of you; but the country is at
war and we must have help-we therefore abandon
you as Shylocks. We take from you the protec-
tion of the law--we confiscate all your bills receiv-
Sable-we tax your money at interest at the same
,time that we prohibit you from collecting it-we
x all other property you may have--we prevent

th you from collecting the money due you to pay
your taxes, and then sell your property because
you do not pay them. Your debtors, having poea-
session of your motey. will have the means of
buying your property when sold for taxes, and by
this effort of patriotism on the part of the Legisla-
turo the debtors of the State will become rich and
the creditors will be paupers in the land.
This statute is put forth as a war measure for the

State of Mississippi. Its effect is to confiscate all
the bills receivable of the State due or unpaid be-
fore its passage. When we reflect that the entire
busoiness of the State is transacted on a credit from
year to year-that all supplies of every character,
Sforevery being in the State, slave and free, are

purchased on this credit and frequently extended
from year to year-that large amounts were also
due for bte purchase money of land and negroes,

.and upon every variety of contracts, the sum of
money thus enjoined from circulation by this act
myst amount to millions of dollars. Such an inter-
Serence with the contracts and business trancac-
tions of a whole State must necessarily produce a
greater evil than tie one intended to be remedied.
Tiho professed object of this law is to enable the
debtors of the State to avoid the payment of their
debts for an unlimited period of time in order that

Sthey may loan their money if they choose, to the
onederacy--to afford a legal cover for an act of

bad faith.
It is argued by the freiend of this policy that if

Sthe debtors are required to pay they will be de-
prived of the means of loaning money or cotton
to the Confederacy. This argument admits tile
ability of the debtors to pay, but proposes to rob
-the creditor of bis money in order to invest it in
;, Confederate bonds at twenty years. The immoral-

ity of the proposition is sufficient to condeuin it-
•no Government can long survive that indulges in
partial legislation. Mi reover, it is the avowed ob-

,eect of tile supporters of the law, although not so
osexpressly denominated in the bond, to take tihe
mouey due the creditors and appropriate it to the
public use without tlheir consent. It is an indirect
node of seizing the psoperty of tihe private citizen
without just compeneation and is condemned and
Srohibited by express provision of the constitution.
ut the whole argument is fallacious. The statuote

does not facilitate the Conifederate loan. because
debtors are not in a situation to loan money or

rdduce with justice to their creditors of safety to
themselves. As a relief law it defeats its professed
bjeot. It prevents exertion on the part of debt-
rsto meet their engagements; the annual settle-cnt of balances circulates money freely and

', eates public contidence. It is clear that the
S

t
oli•pngc of t;one" in the hands ot debtors does

, not increase in the least the wealth of the State
qor its ready mean--the foreign debt is all cut oil
by the act of secession--the stay law acts only on

,tir domestic debt-its nanment increases the cir-
ulation of mones--a hunidrod dollars pays a thou-
sad or more by its daily circ'lation fretl hold to

Zand. It is clear thsel that if the pilayment of tihe
Snured dollars is sei.oppd it leaoves ,hosand dol-
f-rs nnpaid.
_Mtouoy is thie melioum of exchange-prevent its

I:ore
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payment on contracts and the constitutional or vested rlahts of the citizen I 1.-1 -a I.]... I -r .-...- -- --payment on contracts and ypn destroy credit and
commerce. The " stop" law has destroyed all
credit in Mississippi--the cash system immediately
followed its passage, and the man of wealth has no
c edit for hi property. Universal distrust and on-
certainty prevails. All the ready money in clrcnu
lation is reqoired to pay for the daily wants of life-
the retail merchant pays out his daily receipts for
additional supplie for hisa cuastomers, and it is now
seen that the money cannot be raised to pay State
and Federal taxes. Schemes are therefore con-
ceived to postpone the payment of taxes, State
and FeFerai. If this be done, our State Treasury
warrrots will not be paid at matnurity, and the
credibof the State falls with that of the citizen.
Before the passage of this law the credit of the
State was good-4ts ten per cent. notes were re-
tarded by capltalista aon excellent investment
they are now at a heavy discount, and if the collc-
tion of taxes be stayed they will be valueless for
the purposes of trade.
Our Constitution has wisely provided that no

such laws shall ever be passed.
The Constltttton declares " that all Coertseshall

be open, and every person, for an injury done him
in his lands, goods, person br reputation, shall have
remedy by due course of law', and right and justice
administered without sale, denial or delay." [Bill
of Rights, sac. 14.

"The Legislature shall pass no o e law
impairing the obligation of contracts." [Bill of
Rights, sec. 19.
The Circuit Court has constitutional jurisdictionin all civil cases exceeding the sum of fity dollars,

and the Justice's Court in all cases under that
amount; the former counrts are reqoired by the
Constitution to be hold twice ayear in each county,
and the latter are by law hold monthly. From
these provisions of the Constitution it is apparent
that when any contract or obligation, express or
implied, for the payment of money, is forfeited or
broken, the party injured may immediately apply
to the Cirit or Justice's Court, as the case may
be, for relief; and upon such application in a legal
form, the Constitution declares that he "shall have
remedy by due course of law, and right and justice
adminisotered without sale, denial or delay."

"IRemedy by due course of law" is the ordinary
mode provided by existing statutes for obtaining
Jidgment and execution thereon. " Without de-
nial or delay" means that the party injured shall
not be delayed in his remedy longer than the usual
period required by law to make his moner. These
provisions of the Constitution are too plain for con-
troversy. It is, therefore, clear that any nnusual
law which takes away or delays a remedy for an
unlimited or uncertain period of time is unconsti.
tutional, and all honest minds will concede that it
is also unjust. The Legislature have no right to
pass unjust laws; the sole object of government is
to promote, not to subvert justice. The courts
cannot be deprived of their jurisdiction over mo-
ney demands for any period of time.
But it is said the Legislature havc the power to

legislate w:th regard to the remedy for the enforce-
mcnt of contracts, and that the suspension of all
laws for the collection of debts has reference only
to the remedies and leaves contracts intact.
It is not denied that the Legislature may change

or modify remedies for the enforcement of con-
tracts, provided such a change does not deny a
remedy or diminish the rights of creditors, or de-
lay tho execution of the contract or the making of
the money beyond the "due course of law." By"due course of law," in Mississippi, a suit may be
instituted on any demand when the same becomes
due and unpaid at the first term of the court the
defendant may plead if he chooses to do so; at the
next term the trial is had, uonless continued for
gooe cause shows to the contrary; judgment is
then rendered, execution issues, and the money is
made by the next term of court. Such was "due
course of law" when the "stay law" was passed.
By the latter statute the remedy for collection ot
debts is rot modified as the title to the act pur-
ports, but all remedies are denied "until twelve
months after the present war, or until otherwise
provided by law." In other words, it repeals all
existing laws for the collection of debts until the
Legi•lature shall pass other laws for that purpose,
or until twelve months after the war. It is a clear
and palpable denialof all remedy for the time
being, and no certain period is stated when the
remedy may be enforced. Whatprophet can fore-
tell when the war will cease, or when twelve
months after that period will expire.
The war may continue a life time or forever.

Such a law clearly " impairs the obligation of con-
tracts "--it denies a legal obligation to perform
contracts according to their terms at maturity and
puts it beyond the power of the party injured by
non-performance to assert his rights by "due
course of law," " without sale, denial or delay."
When this effect is produced it is immaterial
whether it be done by acting on thie remedy or on
the contract itself; in either case it is prohibited
by the constitution. [Smith'soComoientaries, 388.
It is no answer to say that the law merely suspends
the remedy. If a statute so changes the nature
and extent of existing remedies as materially to
impair the rights and interests of eithor party to a
contract it is as much a violation of the contract
as if the same were directly overturned. If the
remedy afforded be qualified and restricted by
conditions of any kind, the right of the creditor
may indeed subsist and be acknowledged, but it is
impaired and rendered insecure according to the
sature and extent of such restrictions. [Green vs.
Biddle, 8th Wheaton ltep. 1, 75,

In Brown vs. Klinsie, slet Howard, U. S. Rep.
311, it was held "that a State law passed subse.
tuiently to the execution of a mortgage which de-
clared that the equitable estate of the mortgagor
should not be extinguished for twelve months After
a sale onder a decree in chancery, and prevented
any sale unless two-thirds of the amount at which
the property bhad been valued by appraisers
ehould be bidtherefor, impaired the obligation of
the contract and was therefore void." These are
leading cases, and are followed by State Courts.

There is no substantial difference between a re-
trospective law declaring a particular contract, or
class of contracts to be abrogated and void, and
one which takes away all remedy to enforce them,
or so encumbers the remedy with conditions, that
t is impracticable to pursue it.

The remedy in force at the time the contract is
made, is a part of the law of the contract without
any express agreement, and any subsequent law
impairing the right thus acquired, impairs the ohli-
gatins which the contract imposes, and is pro-
hihted by the Constitution. [lst Bowd., U. S. Rep.,
st1.92

The third seotion of the law which prohibits the
issuance of executions upon judgments and decrees
of courts heretofore rendered, and all sates under
mortgage and deeds in trust, is liable to the same
objections, and to the further objection that it is
an attempt on the part of the Legialature to exer-
cise judicial authority by issuing an injunction pro-
hibiting the execution of judgments and decrees.
The Constitution denies to the Legislature the exer-
cise of judicial power. [Art. 2,Sec. 2.

Bat it is said the 15thll Section of the Bill of Rights
declares that " no power of suspending laws shall
be exercised, except by the Legislature or its aun-
thority," and from this it is insisted by some, that
the Legislature may suspend all laws without re-
gard to the other proshbitions contained in the
Constitution, and regardles of the vested rights of
individuals obtained under the same. If this be
true, then the Constitution contradicts itself, and
to the extent of such contradiction is void. Bat
the true rule of legal interpretation is, that all
parts of the Constitution shalltbe taken together,and shall be so constrned that each provisiont may
stand. What, then, does the above clause meantThere are three departments of the Government:
the Legislative, Executive and Judicial. The
power of suspending laws is denied to the execu-
tive and judicial departments, while no affirmative
power is given the Legislature for that purpose.
There is a concession or implication, however,
that the Legislature has power to suspend
sonme law or laws. This is admitted to be true.

The theory of a Constitutional Government is,
that the Legislature may act upon all subjects of
legislation not prolibited by the Constitution. It
was because Parliament had too much power in
England that constitutions were adopted, as checks
on that powerin America. Hence our Bill of Rights
reserved to the people, declarqes " that everything
in tlhis article excepted out of tie general powers
of Government shall forever remaininviolate and
that all laws contrary thereto, or to the following
provisions of the Constitution, shall be void."

What laws, then, may the Legislature suspend ?
IBy the seventeenth section of the bill of rights, it
is provided that " tlhe privilege of the writ of ha-
beas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when i
case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may
require it."
The Legisllature may therefore suspend tihe law

autllhorizing the writ of habeas corpus in case of re-
bellion or invasion, but in no other contingency.
The Constitution of tiho United States contains a
similar provision. President ILincoln has lately
aupended thie writ of habeas corpus without the
authority of Congress. Chief Justice Taney, in a
very learned opinion, has severely rebuked this
usurpation of power by the Executive Department
of tihe United States. Such, howaver, is the de-
pravity of thie Cabinet at Washlington, that the Con-
stitution and laws are all trampled under the heela
of the P'residnt. Liberty of speech and the presns
are denied, and despotism reigns triumphant.

Aside fr-m this constitutional example of sus-
pennli-; a Iarticular law, it has also been held that
tine I,.e i,-lalune may suspend in favor of the citizen
t,,-.;; ration of certain crimninal and penal
Ftatnl tes, whereby fies, iorfilturnes or personal
puaii-hmentsa are to be inflicted. As a general rule
nt many be further said, that the Legialature may
suunpend or repeal all laws of its own creation, pro-
vided sucn, relsee! or suoviension di'-- anot nvtdoe

the conetitutional or vested rights of the citizen
acquired under the same. The protection of life,
liberty and property are the three great objects of
constitutional government-the safeguards thrown
around these by the Constitution can never be
invaded by any department of the Government.
It is, therefore, clear that the power conceded to
the Legislature by the 15th section of the Bill of
tights to suspend some law or laws is fully ex-
plained by the 17th section, and by the generally
acknowledged theory of the Legislative power. It
is also clear that the 15th section of the Bill of
Rights is in harmony with the 17th, and conflicts
whit no other provision of the Constitution.

There is a clause in he statute which prohibits
the running of the statute of limitations while the
statute is in force, but the statute being void, this
provision would fall with it-the statute of limita-
tions would run on-in the mean time, many
claims will be barred and never collected.

But it is insisted that the people desire the pas-
sage of such a law, and that their necessities re-
quire it. To this I reply that the Conetitation is
par excellence-the people's law-they made it,
and declared it inviolate,-it cannot be repealed
by the Legislature if it does not meet theemergen.
cytof the times, and prevents any other remedy,
the people alone have the power in convention to
change it.

But you ask me how the Stay Law can be
amended. That which is wholly vicious and clearly
Condemned by the fundamental organization of
society ought not to be amended. Pass a new
law--f you have no imparlance term, grant that-
if yon have no forth coming bond law, grant that-
these are within the power of the Legislature-they
will give six months before judgment and twelve
months time after judgment. If that is not enough,
we must trust toi the magnanimity of judgment
creditors. The valuation law has been resorted
to in some States, but the Supreme Court of the
United States have declared it unconstitutional.
[Smith's Com. 389.
Suppose we had no Constitution, woald you

consent that the fSgislature should deprive you of
the right of making your own contracts? If you
sold your whole estate on a credit of one and two
years, taking notes secured by mortgage or ven-
dor's lien, would you allow the Legislature to step
In at the maturity of the notes and postpone their
collection indefinitely? No sane community would
submit to the exercise of such power-it would be
a despotism of the most eiCioua character-it would
produce revolution and anarchy, and blood would
fow in eL rrents where peace and harmony would
otherwise prevail.

Beyond the Constitution and laws passed in
pursuance thereof, the true remedy for the troubles
that oppress ous is to be found in the good sense
and magnanimity of society. It is upon this flon-
dation that all free governmentrests. We insist that
the people are capable of nelf-governmeat-our
Constitution so declares, and to abandon it now
would be to return to the embraces of despotism.
Despotism is what we are fighting-it is this that
produced the war-the usurpations of Federal
power have created the Southern Confederacy.
We deny the powers claimed by the usurpers of
the North. We insist on the blessings of Consti-
tutional freedom, State and Federal-we are now
fighting the greatest battles of modern times on
this issue. Shall we abandon it in the midst of the
truggle ? Shall we deny that confrdence is to be

reposed in man? Shall we proclaim that he is
utterly unjust and unworthy to be trusted? Will
he stoop to plunder his neighbor when a common
enemy is at their door? and when all the energy
and all the means of the country are requirad to
expel him from our soil. Doubtless, exceptions
will exist to the general rule-here and there "a
Philosopher of Sal mousanun " will be found who
would sooner see the Confederacy perish than
yield up his saline treasures; but we shall have
salt enough to save us without the aid of these-a
vitoonus public opinion will overwhelm them--a
niversal spirit of patriotism will scourge them as
common enemies from the land. Unfetter our in-
ternal commerce-do not blockade that because
Old Abe blockades our foreign trade-let the in-
genuity, energy and industry of the people have
loll play, and they will eventually triumph over all
sbstacles.

An effectual remedy for hard times isto be found
in breaking the blockade. Let us build or buy at
once a dozen steel clad ships of war-let nus have a
New Orleans Ram in every Southern harbor. Wehave now credit enoughto accomplish this object;
the several States and our men of wealth can ad-
vance money to buy or build the navy and secure
their pay from the Confederacy. Let each State
move at once with the Confederate Government in
this direction, and in twelve months the Northern
pirates will be driven from our waters and the
inags of nations will be in our harbors. England,
Sronce and Spain want cotton-let them sell us a
dozen lships of war and take their pay in cotton.
The crop now in hand will be sufficient for this
purpose.

I fear you will consider me behind the spirit of
Ihe times on the Stay Law question, but I cannotforego my convictions that it is a fatal step in the
direction of anarchy. If a temporary majority in
the Legislature may overturn the long settled prin-
ciples of law and justice between man and man-violate private contracts, prevent tihe collection of
debts, overturn the Constitution and leave the
whole community in a sea of uncertainty and con-
fusion, all honest minds will despair of free institu-
tions, and a military despotism will he the neccs-
oary result.

Should you differ with me in these views, I shallhe happy to hear from you in reply.

With great respect, I hna itse bhine to be vour oberl't serv't,
JI)IIN ). F'IiOt AFN..

DRAINAGE REPORT.

We take pleasure in directing the attention of
our readers to the concise, but lucidly written re-
port of L. H. Place, Esq., President of the Board
of Commissioners of the Second Draining District,
which is situated above Julia street, and comprises
all that section of our city and the parish of Jeffer-
son bounded by the upper line of the Jefferson
and Lake Railroad, and from the river to the lake
and the aforesaid street. Thie Board, of which Mr.
P. is the efficient President, is composed of those
well-known citizens, Messrs. J. U. Lavillebeuvre,
D. R. Godwin, William Freret, C. W. Moncaster,
and the presiding officer. The Board has pro-
ceeded under laws passed by the Legislature in
1858 and 1859; and a careful perusal of their re-
port will show that they have accomplished an
immense amount of good, which will be huadrupled
in the future if they are allowed to pitl,:ccute the
works so auspiciously advanced to a sccessful con-
clusion, which will be done in a year or more, un-
less some ill-starred interference throws obstruc-
tions ist their way.

The draining and reclaiming of the wovamp lands,
within the scope of territory indicate-, i. :I prove
of immense value to those immediatel - :•terested-
will promote the health of the peo, ic-will add
many millions to the aggregate wealth, and will be
of inestimable worth in every conceivable respect.
Next to the achievement of our independence, we
look upon the thorough draining of the whole city
as the first thing in importance to this metropolis.
The experience of the Commissioners of the
Second District has shown that this can be done.
The facts are on hand, and cannotboe controverted.
All required is the exercise of a due amount'of
energy, skill and perseverance.

As it was not our intention to comment upon the
report, as it speaks for itself, we will merely re-
commend all concerned, who are not well posted,
to go to the office and consult thle maps and plans,
which will clearly demonstrate what a vast amount
of beneficial work has been done, and what splen-
did promises the future holds forth. The President
and the Board are entitled to the high commenda-
tions of the public.

A Heso AT Lnssnnrn.-A true hero of the battle
of Leesburg, as I learn from undoubted authority,
is a young farmer, of Loudon county, of the name
of White, a private in a cavalry company. Mount-
ed on a gray horse, lie passed the entire day in
rallying the men, cheering them on and pointing
out the enemy to them. He was thus conspiouosly
exposed to the enemy's fire throughout the en-
goageent. He spent the whole night is capturing
prisoners, and the day after, broken down as ho
was, started late in the evening on a special recon-
noissance to Harper's Ferry, rode seventy-five miles
without stopping, posted all our pickets in regard
to the numbers and position of the enemy, reached
Leesburg at half-past 3 on the next afternoon, and
apologized to Gen. Evans for being away so long !
Ihe Eighth Virginia Regiment presented him with
a sword, and I understand that the War Depart-
ment, at the instance of his commanding officers,
have pIromoted him to be First Lieutenant of oeav-
airy. [Cur. Chas. Mercury.

TnE KoELA-Dn FNo.e-It has been suggested to
the editor of this paper, by a Mississippi, as well as
a Louisianta gentleman, that a box be placed at
Strawberry Plesis for the purpose of receiving
contributions for the benefit of Kecland, who so
nobly dlefeanded the brido--. thvery passenger will
thereby be enabled to ronttlt-tte to tIle aid of one
who fell exclaiming : -' They have killed moe, butI I
hove saved the bridge! '

T aiu Dn1lL eUznt.
Tux WrATuE.--The change from hot to cold

which came upon us suddenly on Friday afternoon
after the rain storm, still continues up to the pres
ent writing, with no indication of another chang,
being likely to take place soon. Although quite
sudden, the change was a very pleasant one, ant
well received by all parties, as hot weather had
beeh voted a bore long since. The only trouble
was, that it took many people by surprise, and at
all the stores were clpsed on Saturday, those whc
had delayed making purchases of winter toggerr
suffered considerably; yet, they did not grumble
having made up their minds in these war times t(
pnut up with greater inconveniences. We woul"
advise them, however, that it is a very bad plai
to lay themselves liable to such inconveniences
when they mset know that warm clothing is easen
tial, even during a blockade, and that Lyons, iuon
roe, Pierson, and Mallard & Tooker, all keep a full
stock, which they would be happy to dispose of.

Flua.-The hairdressing saloon and fancy store
of Jean Augd, on the corner of Chartres and Bien
ville streets, took fire last night, about a quartet
after 7 o'clock, and was partially consumed. The
fire was caused by a mosquito bar coming acti.
dentally in contact with a gas jet, in the third
story. From the fact that the store was com-
pletely gutted, we should judge that the whole
stock it contained was a total loss.

Tna Rvnauw ON SATvuRatY.--Never before, sinee
the history of New Orleans began, has such a dias
play been seen in her streets. In the times of the
French regime, or the Spanish rule, and even
when Gen. Jackson beat back the invader from
her limits, New Orleans could not boast of such a
force as appeared in arms on Saturday last on
Canal street. We even doubt much whether any
such sight has ever been seen in America as was
there presented. Twenty-five thousand men in
one body is a sight not often seen anywhere,
even in countries where the power of the Gov-
ernment is kept in the hands of the rulers by
force of the bayonet and fear of the cannon.
Yet such a sight greeted the eyes of the spectators
on Saturday.

Early in the morning the people-ladies, chil-
dren and non-combatants-began focking towards
canal street, in the cars, in carriages, on foot and
in fact every way in which it was possible to
make headway towards the grand center of at-
traction. Any person seeing Canal street on
Saturday can ever afterwards say that he saw a
congregation of females such as is never likely
again to be assembled on this continent. The
military were numerous, both sides of the street
was full of them; but we honestly believe that
they were not half so numerous as were the ladies=
Every available bit of space, from the levee to the
cemeteries, on Canal street, was packed full of
beauty. They were on the banquettes, on the
galleries, inside the houses, on the neutral ground-
in fact, everywhere that afemale could maintain a
position either by force of courage, cool determin-
ation or entreaty. We never expect to see the like
again.

As to the review, we could not do it justice it
we devoted columna in description. The ditferent
regiments, battalions and companies were so
numerous, so varied, that to attempt a descrip-
tion of them all would, in our mind, be folly. And
to describe or call attention to a few corps, with-
out doing justice to the whole, would be invidious
and unjust. We really cannot say that any par-
ticular battalion, regiment or company, struck us
as deserving eulogy more than another. Of course,
we saw many whose splendid appearance attract-
ed our attention, and whose perfection in drill
warranted us in expecting much from them when
the time arrives for action on the battle-field ; but
when we remember the brief period since their or-
ganization, the advantages they have enjoyed, etc.,
we really cannot see that they are entitled to
greater compliment than the militia who turned
out so strong and showed that they.had the right
spirit.

Speaking of the militia, we must say we were
agreeably surprised by the force displayed by it
on Saturday. Although subjected to considerable
ridicule, and laboring under many disadvantages,
the officers of the militia have shown that they
were men of action and energy. They turned out
a very large force-one, too, which will compare
favorably with many of the volunteer corps in all
the essental points of soldiers. We really believe
that unless the volunteer officers look well to their
laurels, these militia men will pluck them from
their brows, for they are and have been working
manfully to do their duty towards their country,
against obstacles which generally dishearten the
best of men.

In concluding our notice of this affair, we will
add the hope that the few persons whom we saw
outside the ranks will, the next time that an op-
portunity is offered, come out in their proper
place, and that they for this occasion will have
good and valid excuses to offer for their delin-
cuency.

TnIE-ss ABROA.--On Saturday, while the re-
view was going on, it appears that certain scoun-
drels took advantage of the general absence from
home, and committed depredations upon the prop-
erty of housekeepers in the suburbs. This was
just what we expected when we warned the police
to be watchful, on Saturday morning. We knew
that many houses would be left entirely at the
mercy of rogues during the excitement on Canal
street, and avised the police to protect them.

FmrE SATURDAY Ntooar.-One of the sheds of the
Shippers' Press, on Henderson street, between
Front and New Levee, was consumed by fire on
Saturday night between 8 and 9 o'clock, together
with four hundred bales of hay which was inside
on storage. As the place is uninhabited, the fire
could only have been originated by incendiarism.
I.ErTTRS from our absent volunteers to the fol-

lowing addresses may hbe had by parties applying
in person or by written order at this office :

Mrs. Kate Bartow, Mrs. L. Beatty, Miss Mary A.
Batloungo, Miss Alice Connolly, John Condon, A.
P. Cleveland, Mi. Conway, E. Eichelberger, Thos.
Fernon (2), Miss M. J. Flinn, Mrs. G. Graham, Mrs.
Anna E. Graham, Thns. Green, Miss L. Hooper (2),
Miss M. F. F. Harrison, Mrs. Anna Higgins, Gaspard
James, P. Kegan, Mrs. E. t. Kenuerdy, Mrs. Mary
Laughton, Mrs. Francis Mead (2). W. Moore, Mrs.
Julia Moore, Jas. IMoss, It. B. Murray, J. A. Pur-
cell, Jas. Pierce, E. Riokaud, Joseph Reklensky,
Mrs. M. Ryan, David Resonberg, Hugh Reynolds,
John Sheokler, Mrs. Louise Strong. A. P. Stevens,
Mrs. J. Siler (2), L. Ties, Miss Bridget Tobin, Miss
Jane Wise (4), John Wagner.

NOTAmBLITIES IN TOWN.-Among the distinguished
personages at present in Iichmond are the oun.
Albert P'ike, the poet-warrior of Arkansas, who is
here on efficial business connected with the Indians
of the Southwest, and the Hion. Ed. C. Anderson,
ex-Mayor of Savannah, and formerly of the United
States Navy. Mr. Anderson visited England early
in the fall in a yacht, which started from Savannah,
and while in Europe purchased and fitted out the
Bermuda, whose recent arrival at Savaunah, with
a cargo of valuable munitions, and whose subse-
quent successful departure for England has been
properly chronicled. Hle also fitted out with a
cargo of arms the steamship " Fingal," which
reached Savannah last week, himself accompany-
ing her on the trip. [lichmond Enqulrer.

CPTUrren OF MASON AND SLIUnEL..--Tho Rich-
mond Whig says :

This is a pretty high proceeding towards the
English flag. Tie Yankees had as much right to
arrest these gentlemen in the presence of. the
Queen, in Buckingham Palace, as on an English
rernel on the high eonea, passing from another
country Ihou thii to England. Thlere might hlaveo
been some pretext of right of search in case the
vessel had left our shores. But that pretext did
not exist here. The insult is gross, flagrant and
inexcusable. But that's a matter that concerns
Eingland-not ns.

CoTTrN.--Quite a number of wagons are on our
streets daily, loaded witl cotton. it is selling
freely at fronl 7 t, 7 i ents.
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LATEST TELEGRAPHIC INTELLIG EN

DIOSATCHED TO THE NEW ORLEANS CRESCEWN

Details of the Bombardment at

Pensacola.

LOUISIANIANS DISTINGUISH THEMSELVES

THE ENEMY'S HOT SHOT BURN SOME BUILDINGS,

LINCOLN G UtN-BOAT8 WHIPPED.

ONE BOU•TNDRED MEN KILLED.

Official Report of the Bombardment at Pensacela,

REPORTED FIGHT IN EAST TENNESSEE.

LINCOLNITES CUT TO PIECES BY MISSISSIPPIANS.

[it TaH so Wmewssrl AND AnnrICAc LIN5.]

MOBILE, Nov. 24.-The special correspondent
of the Advertiser and"Register, in his letter, dated
Penesacola, Nov. 22d, says: The steamer Time
escaped and arrived safely at the city. Our loss,
up to 1 o'clock, P. i., was five killed and twelve
wounded. 9:30, P. M.-The cannonade if con-
tinued to-night, presenting a magnificent specta-
cle. Several bombs have exploded over and near
Gen. Bragg, Col. Gladden and Staff, but no one in-
jured. Gen. Bragg was constantlygreeted during
the day wherever he went. Three batteries
worked by the Louisiana Infantry, commanded by
Captains Wheat and Batchelder, and Lient. Maceb
der, greatly distinguished themselves, also Capt.
Be nthuyeen's Marine Battery is entitled to a like
distinction, for their great effiolency. One of the
enemy's ships, it is thought, wasseverely damaged
yesterday, as she has not fired a gun to-day.

The Niagara is the only vessel engaged to-day,
but three more frigates are reported in sight. Some
old buildings have been burned by the enemy's hot
shot, but their loss amounts to nothing. Somo
shot also passed through the hospital, but injured
no one, as the sick had been removed. A number
of shells have fallen in Pickens, and it is believed
with much effect. The enemy's batteries are play-
ing on the Navy Yard, but Billy Wilson's take no
part in the fight.'

Our loss up to this writing is sixteen killed and
wounded. A dispatch to the Pensacola press this
morning, says: Firing ceased at 4 o'clock A. M.,
and was not renewed up to half-past 10 o'clock.
Several buildings in Warrington have been burnt,
and the Niagara is reported disabled. Six ships
are now outside.
Official Report of the Engagement at Pensacola.

RICHMOND, Nov. 24.-An official dispatch re-
ceived here from Pensacola, dated 23d, says: The
firing on both sides grduoally ceased as night
approached. Col. Villipigne was wounded slightly
in the arm, but remained at his post as Com-
mander of Fort McRae. No casualties to-day.
The Navy Yard is safe, but the town of Warring.
ton was set on fire by the Federal shell.

The Gunboat Tuscarora Burnt.
MEcPMHS, Nov. 24.-The gunboat Tuscarora was

burnt to the water's edge fifteen miles above
Helena, on Saturday. The origin of the fire is
unknown. The magazine was saved. The shells
forward of the aft locker exploded, blit nobody
hurt. Dunnington and crew here.
Probable Seizure by Confederates of Machinery.

NASHVILLE, Nov. 24.-The steamer Pink Yarble
arrived on yesterday under a flag of truce at Fort
Donaldson, on the Cumberland river, with a barge
in tow from Louisville. She is laden with machin.
ery for a cotton factory at MeMinnville, Tenn.
The machinery is from Massachuset's, and came
through the blockade by special permit of Secre-
tary Chase, obtained by a Union man, formerly a
citizen of Nashville. Lieut. Col. McGavock, com-
manding at Fort Donelson, hae detained the Yarble
and crewto await instructions from Gen. Johnston.
The machinery will be brought to this city.

The reported capture of 113 Lincolnites near
Forts Donelson and Henry is erroneous.

Two Lincoln Gunboats Whipped.
The Patriot of this morning learns that twoof

Lincoln's gunboats came up the Cumberland on the
18th inst., to Canton, Ky., where a field battery
from Hopkinsville opened fire on them, and after a
short engagement they retired, with about 100 killed
and one of their gunboats disabled. Our loss was
four killed and a few wounded. The Clarksville
Jeffersonian, of the 22d inst., gives an account of
an engagement between the gunboat Conestoga
and a gun belonging to Capt. Southron's battery
of flying artillery, near Canton. (Probably the is
the same affair.) The engagement continued sev-
eral hours without any important consequences.
The gun was too small to make any impression on
the iron-covered sides of the boat. These facts are
learned from a gentleman who lives near Canton.

The Gazette of this morning publishes an ex-
tract from a private letter from Cumberland Gap,
which says: News has reached here that a regi-
ment of Indianians crossed the line at Jacksbo-
rough and were allowed to advance ten miles on
Southern soil, when they were met by the 15th
Mississippi regiment in a hand to hand fight, and
the result was, as might have been expected, the
Southern boys charged them with such impetuosity
that they broke and fled,leaving half their number
dead upon the field. The Indiana regiment was
literally out to pieces. This news came direct and
the writer presumes it to be true, but the Knox-
ville Gazette, of the 23d inst., makes no mention of
the affair.

From Richmond.
RltconoND, Nov. 24.-There is one universal ex-

pression proclaipned for General Bragg and his
glorious forces near Peneacola for their prudent,
gallant and noble c0uduct on Friday and Saturday,
in defending our lines and assailing the enemy's
post and ships. The President, Cabinet, Congress-
men, heads of Departments, citizens of all classes,
and people from all sections, are all eloquent in
praises of our noble commander and his troops.

Latest from Pensacola.
We are much indebted to his Excellency, Gov.

Moore, for a copy of the following dispatch re-
ceived by him yesterday:

WoAR•o•oGON, Nov. 23, 1861.- Firing ceased.
Nobody hurt to-day. Shipping draecwl offl. Fort
McRaen safe, and damages repaired. All well.

Scott's Cavalry Regiment.
oMPHIrS, Nov. 24-Ed. Oresceal: The rightt

wing of this Regiment, under command of Col. J.
S. Scott, Lieut.-Col. J. O. Nixon, will leave to-mor-
row for Bowling Green, Ky. Cvommand all well.

LouIsIANAo HosrTAL IN Ricni.ohn.-The Rich-
mond Examiner says:

We learn that Dr. Felix Formento, formerly of
New Orleans, and a medical practitioner of distin.
guished repute, has been appointed Chief Snrgeon
of the Louisiana Hooeptael, located at the Baptist
C ollege. We have had urcasion before to refer to
the excellent organization of this State hospital,
the provisions for sustaining which, with the ex-
ception of the supply of rations and fool by the
Government, have been most amply furnished by
voluntary contributions from Lomusians. This hos-
pital is said to be the most (commodi•ns and con-
venient in Richmond, and with its able and faithful
surgieal attendance and complete accommodations,
to be in the most natisfartory and exellent con-
dition.

Fram Cini. sowtt' Moninted Reglainset.

Vseans, Ts., NoT.l, 2,LEd. Orescent-The right wing of Col. John B.
Scott's regiment of Louisiana Mounted Men.has
Just arrived at this place. Our trip from Baton
Rouge has been one of the most pleasant and alto.
geather agreeable that Ihave ever made on.the8famous Magnolia. Our men have been royally fed
miad provided for by Capt. Shute and his officers,

ommanding our fleet and commodious steamer.
The allant boys of the regiment have testified
hei.rprcion of-their treatment, too,by eon-dueotingth•ai. es in as gentlemanly a manner a.
ever onaraeterized thenmost refined erowdof pes
aedgers carried by the Mllgnela

Thi wing of the. 'regimet. conisting of Capts:Keep's, Taylor's,. Lele; Sott's a od Canhun's
companies, ia muder the immediate Command ofnr popur Colonel, whose la desd of valor inVirggna are already welt known to your readers.
Besides Cot. Scott, we have also the pleasure daily
of exeooanging intercouse with that genial, whole-
sounled and chivalronu gentleman of the Ocresent,
who has laid down his peno nd graped-the swrd
for the defence of the South-and well does that,
sword become the wearer, Cdl. J. 0. Nixon,We left Baton Rouge on the mornlng'of~;&,~'

last and from the shore of that clty:••
t a contined ovation of the population d

greeted an. At Cypress Rail plantation, Capt.
ain'apia, and others In West BatOn Rouge, *e

made landings and received a peffeet deluge of
good things for our men-blankets, sugar, molas.
sea, syrups, potatoes, sugar-cane, and an the bills
of fare at the hotels say, the " vegebihles of the
season." The planters of East Batoin Rouge vied
al.o with their ov-a-vie neighbors antheir con-
triutions of these whbolesome and untrilone ar-
ticles.

The regiment consists of ten companies, and has
been equipped and mounted bk the ecitlens of, our
State, ata cost of not less than $to0,000oO. The
Confederate Government contributed joothing to lta
formation, and as we may have to depend much
upon our own etiosna to clothe and provide faor
the wants of their brethren and compatrliots,iris to
be hoped that the left wing will receive its due
share of that kindness whereof, in the name of the
right wing and in its behalf, I now tender, through
your columns,' the most gratefal thankha to those
patriotic friends who have done so much to pro-
mote our comfort and welfare.

I forgot to mention, In the beginning of this let-
ter, that Capt Keep preceded the Magnolia by a
few hours. His company,'together withGir wag-
ons, mules, etc., arrived yesterday, The
other four companes came en this bet, she having
no other freight or passelger on beard.

The strictest discipline haabeen enforced by Col.
Scott on .the passage up, and i must confess thatI
never have known volunteers to submit to it witha much alacrity and good humor as his comoand.
The officers occupy the cabin, and the men the'fr;
ward and aft of the upper deck. Three hnndreg
huorrs enjoy their olsem digniflae oa the lowerdeck, the more moral and good naturedonesbeinl
subjected to divers ihdignities by the'spiteful and.
unchristlanlike conduct of their neighbors.

Our oy•a have many ways of rellevingthenmelv
of the tedium of a steamboat voyage. They make
a pretense of knowing everybody they asee on shore.
Many an unlucky "Jones," and "Smith" and
" Brown" hus opened his eyes with wonlderneit,
as his name has been repeated from our deeks by
hundreds of voices. The said Jones', Smiths and
Browns must be vastly astonished as they hear so
much nterest manifested about their well-being by
so large a crowd. It is "good-by Jones," "how
are you, Brown," and "old fellow, how ire all at
home," etc., all day.

Independent of those already mentioned as be-
longing to the field and staff, we had on board odrquaint, comical, but accomplished Surgeon; Dr.
Hiotchkies, Dr. Leggett, (Col. Scott's family phys-.
cian), Adjutant Fox, and other officers, -oe-sto
whom would pot Hoyle to shame by their knowl-
edge of the intricacies and beauties of "old
sledge." The betting being always asall, I can
confidently assunre you that" nobody's hurt."

'

You,,. etc., RNGAOR.

The Yankees upon the Louisiana Coast-
Their Attack' upon an UOnarmed Party
of Qentleme-e-An Illustratton of Yan-
kee Perfidy.

We find in the Civic Guard, published at Houma,
in the parish of Terrebonne, the following commu-
nication from a correspondent, giving an account
of the treatment received by a party of gentlemen
on Caillou Island from the Yankee scoundrels now
blockading our coast:

Editor ,9iaic Guard: A party of gentlemen,
consisting of Dr. D., Mr. K., and Mr. G., of Iosa-
quena county, Mississippi, and Dr. R., of Terre-
bonne, with a pilot and two negro servants,left for
Cailon Island on the 13th inst.,partly for pleasure,
but principally in search of health. After spend.ing a few days at "Camp

m e
nt Mulatre," loxoriat-

ing on the choice fish abounding on the seacoast
and shooting duck, snipe, plover, etc., we pro-
ceeded to the island on the 15th. Arriving there,
we hastily unloaded our craft, and carried our bag.
gage to the vacant houses, intending to select one
for our use during our stay.

When within fifty yards of Mr. Henry Collins'
house we discovered on the beach, some hundred
yards distant, a party of armed men, twenty-five
en number, approaching us, in much confusion,
with a white flag fastened to a bayonet. Seeing
there was no possibility of escape we concluded it
beot to put on a boldrface and meet them fear-
lerssy. Our party advanced to the beach, and,
halting, the armed party came up and shook hands
with much apparent cordiality. 'Being so cordial
in their greeting, one of our party remarked to
them that they could not be Lincollites or they
would not be so friendly. Takingthem for a party
of Capt. Dardan's Coast Guard, we asled if they
were. They replied that they belonged to as
English vessel anchored outside. We soon found,
however, that they were Lincoln men, and that we
were, in all probability, in for one of Lincoln'.
boarding-houses.

They were very communicative-said they had
loadedktwo of their boats with beef, slaughtered
from Madame Claiborne Thibodaux's stock on the
island; that when their present supply gave out
they would get more of it. They said that Lin.
coin was played ouot; that they were all Bell men
and fighting for the Union; and that of the three
hundred men on the steam vessel and schooner
outside not one was an Abolitionist. Espying the
"contrabands," they called on "Coffee" for a
dance, but Coffee had lost the nse of his limbs and
showed fear in every feature. They asked one of
the negroes if he did not want to go North with
them and be free, but he replied, with much em-
phasis, "No, sir! I am fudder Norf now than I
want to be; lemme lone ;" which created much
merriment among them. The gentleman from Tee-
rebonno, being blessed with a good pair of lungs,
talked for the crowd. He gave them the particu.
lars of the. fight at Columbus, with the killed,
wounded and prisoners; also, the seven mile race
frout the battle field to their boats.

He said we had whipped them in every fight,
and would continne'to do so, as long as there was
a Lincolnite left on Southner soil-thatif the North
should overwhelm us with numbers, our wives and
children would arm and fill up tilhe ranks. As for
a reconstructiun of the Union, he said thiat was im-
possible, as there was not a man in the Confeder.
acy who would not prefer going to h--li out of the
Union than to Heaven in it. They did not appear
to relish the conversation, remarking that "the old
gentleman was very patriotic." Expecting mo-
mentarily to receive a summons to go aboard their
vessel as prisoners, we were agreeably surprised
when the most decent portion of the men ap.
proached us, and shaking hands wished us a plea•.
sent sojourn on the island and left.

After a hasty council of war we determined to
reship our baggage and leave the island. We did
not carry itinto execution one moment too soon, as
we had just got aboard of our boat when a
body of men, who hastily advanced to the house
and not finding as, but saw our boat pushing out
from shore, started for the landing at Bull Run
speed with a white flag flying. Reaching the
landing they sent a shot over our Ileads, but find-
ing we heeded neither their shot nor ilag they sent
a volley at us. At this time we were three or four
hundred yards distant; had just hoisted sail and
were busily etngaged takieg the reets out, thus
exposing every nman in the boat to their shot.
After getting our craft in good running order, eacl
man looked around fer thle best shelter he couldfind trom their btlls. Two or the party stored
themselves away in arcmarkably small compass in
the stern, on ofel' tee proteetieg Ilis cranium with
a pir ofl saddle bags. A third ensconced ihine
sell' belhind the folds of a bluffllo robe and the
fourth spread himself as flat as a flounder on the
bow, whleore hle could see each ball strike the water
ahead.

Our pilot, Oscar Price behaved gallantly, expos-
ing himself fearlessly until every arrangee- ent was
maoe abolut. 'The Linocolniteo continued their fire
by psareouas withe grp. opLiditr until they had sent
one hundred or more balls at us. Fortunately tie
Bay was rough and covered with " white caps"
wleieh prevented their seeifg where their balls
struck, consoquentely could not get the range. Not
a ball struck tiee lull of the boat although the sailwas riddled. They all passed to the left of the
mast and the most of them strucok the water front
two to four ihundred yards ahead. One bal! strik-
ing tlce stern, rleoeiht tell in fealirfil lpcrxicity to
thle gte•tlececec in tihe sterL, a 'el't oi '"Ic fri lroml
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LouMsae InttetfInIsea

Another week of lee, teTer ac edratety
warm wether ha bpen our p•rtion, arand fDc-,old antiquity" saye he never sew soc waherfovheetterpauit of te oasveber. All~, gatoei-
yeritio nl bloom, sod growitng a wer rad •ds••tu is the month of eaugut
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The-ShreepertNewa seas:
Te wea

th
er for 

t
hlie'ealeon ofthe jar i ra.

ably warm.a We have daily arivals of. w gen fro Tewes.
The Southwestern saye:
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Mae Wn- jd a tters.
Kous -:Aume or UnMon Mun-OnThusdayr

. ,fotr union prisoner were brought into Cbka ..
nooga anlodged in prison. A cavalry company
went outfrom Cleveland, on Thmrday anfbroght
back seventeen Union prisoners, wito have beentaken to Knoxvtltes. The feelingabontChattanop

rhaery materl calmed down, an& outposs [the soldiery, whoe aly encircled the oity h•aves re-
trned to their homes, so moch igilance beinj g on
necessary. The excitement at Knoxville io still
very great, and the grpateist precations ae arstilltaken to keep the ddfaleted in eshleotlfon. Last
Wednesday evenng Ca pt. Goodman aroested aftee
Union men-on the Cnm erlandmontain. maid to be,.
on their way to the Lincoln camps in KentuckybAt a meeting of the people of Sevier county, on t•e
18th tnst. the following resolutions Were ~
monely adopted: w

•esolved, That from all the information we cas
obtain the masses of our people in-thbi coonaphave been in the past nerionsly misrepresented, or
greatly misunderstood away from home and ins .
adjoining counties.

Rsesoltled, That as peaceable and loyal cilfise o
of the otate, we sincerely regret the late disasters
on the railroads in and near East Tennessee, and
although a high state of excitement has heretotfre
(within the past few days) existed In our county,
caused no doubt by false rumors, we, the itiaens
of Sevier county, do emphatically condem n steach ants as that of burning or destreoyng prip
erty of any kind and though we have (blartportion or e) been thrown together by the crn-
lation of false reports through the coony; It never
was, ad is not now our desg or intention to rebelagainst the laws opr country ;-aodthat onreobject
has been, and still is, to protect ourselves, our
families, and or property against the assaults ogZ(reported) excited and exasperated mobs only.
and not to make war upon or reststance to thRlegal authorities. [Memphis Avalanehe.

TaE Ixws FRan OsxsaL FLOvn'o COMAnDux.-
Many exaggerated rumors were yesterdayin gen-
eral circulation relative to a late movement of thtIe
portion of the Confederateforces.. We have taken
much pains to ascertain their foundation, and fisd
them to be nearly all untrue.

General Floyd has retsated from Cotton Hill to
apoint four miles this side of -taleigh Coourt-Houne,
where there is a strateglo point of euch acharstee
that he will beable to make a enceesful defenee
against an army ten times more numerouns than his
own. It has been long familiar to him, anmid it is
known that he has often declared his intention to
make his stand there if compelled to fight against
greatly preponderating forces during bis presest
campaign.

The causes of.this movement are these simple
facts: that the enemy,having already three times
his whole forte on the uanawha, have, within the
last week, received such reinforcements as to rea-
der his poqsition at Cotton Hill very dangerous
that the roads to the railroadL by whichhiis supplie
were received have become nearly Impaasablen
and that he has failed to receive any of the hnew
regimento ordered to his succor by the Governs
nient, and without which his little army stood In
peril of beingenveloped by overwhelming nesm-

The stories of a battle and a defeat, with lass ot
cannon, baggage, etc., are mere sensation reports.
Two days before the retreat was ordered there
was a heavy skirmish on Laurel Creek, near the
foot of Cotton Hill, between a part of Floyd's.
command and some of Rooenerantz's regiments o,
this side the river, in which the yankees were
vigoroosly repulsed; the gallant young Colonel
Croghan was killed by some Yankee sharpshooters
next day, who fired on him from an ambush. Thiswas all the fighting ; the retreat was deliberately.
ordered, and executed without the slightest inter-
ruption. No cannon were lost, 0o baggage fell
into the hands of the enemy, and no prisoners, siLek
orwell. [Richmond Examiner, 20th.

Nwe F•oa• POTatRova.--Severat of our-corres-
pondents in the interior complain that we give
such meagre accounts of the movements of the
enemy on the coast. The simple reason is,-they
have made no movement since the capture of-Fort
Walker, but seem quietly waiting for reinforce-
mInts or something else to turn up. FProm the
best information we can gather, they have landed
some 000o men at Fort Walker and about 1000 at
Braddock's Point, on the south side of the island,
and while the fleet is still lying at anchor in the
sound, a few of them occasionally make a day
visit to Beaufort, and return at night.

Atlast accounts, the Yankees had pressed all
the negroes on the islands which they hold into
service, and were hard at work picking out and
ginning the cotton crops!

Of our own movements it would, perhaps, be
prudent to say but little. On both sides the Savan-
nuah, however, a comendable activity prevails.
and we shall be ready to receive the enemy bhes-
overbhe shall take a fancy to a foothold on the
mainland. Nor are we exactly content with his
possession of even an islaeuon our coast. For the
present, however that possession must remain
quiet and undIsturbed. The Charleston and Sa-
vannah Railroad is thoroughly guarded frout the
Savannah to the Ashley.

Gen. Lee was in this city yesterday, and seems
to be giving close attenlion to every part of his

tommand. lie left-by the train for Brunswick, in
company with Gen. Lawton.

acvnnah Republieano, 19,b.

JF.v. TO•strsoot StILL Ar Wol'. - COapurc of
the Platte Valley.-We learn from a gentleman
who reched the city last night from teolutnbut
that a repo, t tad juat reached the camp that Jet:
Thompsonn eucceeded in capturing, en Thuorsday
last, the steatner Platte Ioey, with a number of
prisoners. Tihe capture was made at Price's land-
ing, on the ltissiosippi, above Cairo. All the
prlsoucrs except two took the oath.

Those wlho refused to take b:h oath were Federal
olliccrs, who, with a spy, ware sent to Colombue.
The opy had been to Colutbus recently. aod had
a cotupllte plan of the lorthco:tlons at Columbus.
It is olpsotd that the aSy would be hung. They
rewh. it- I•,laitulu on `SeiRcdlav last betore thh
eoo lct f.r ,',Mis.c. ['.!s•,: i .. ;t!ms :le,


