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Putranot to adjournment from yesterday, the
Senate met at noon to-day, Lieut. Gov. Voorhies
proiding. ." i

On calling the roll twenty members responde', I
but four other members afterwards appeared4
when there were present, besides the Presidert,
Messrs. Anderson, ~ientBrgdelBnrthe, Cambesll,
CooO, Coeley, EllU, Fellowes, Foote, (ibsoen, Gor-
don, Kavanaugh, Kenner; Lapayre, Mo0nay, New-
ton Cof Jackonon ewton of loreheoRe, Palfrey,
Taylor, Scraggg; Welch and WP.ooxen--24; a
full quoerum, ..

Prayer was otbred by the 11ev. Father Jeremiah

The minutes of tCe proceedings of yesterday
were read, approvM d nd ordered tube entered.

Mr. OGbson .ni~a*ii whether thore was any
neeasilty for .two suph committees as one on
Publio Wor' n, 'alds and Levees, and one on
Iontionom wih tbgr the one was notincloded
ins t-otl• i• n rt at his name was announced
ondt.sl ie, sad if there was spy distine-
tioab io , he would like to know what it
was, cu lderel to do hbisdty.

'Iik *s6 leat ~ oatd ~ that the Committee on Inon-
dtati wlas rseleat oammittee.

Mr. Gibson s•ed Ifthere could be any nae in
hahti' both a itnpding committee and a select
ass upon the Ime 'subject. If there we', of
oeerseboteh kight be continued.

!` Monday complained that there was such a
' r Wllt About IthidChamber that he 0ould not
;' ,iabr what Wa going on. He said that he could

conceeive thatltmightbe very proper to continue
both committees. The Committee on Public
Works, Lands sid Levees was au.old one. Owing
to the late nuandations by the wilful breaking of
the leveei, it was right that some means should be
devised by which the best lands in the State might
be reclaimed. A select committee had been ap-
pointed to see that the taxation was properly laid,
and that the high lands should not be taxed for the
benefit of the low lands, because this was thought
the best mode by which the desired result could
be afsNtbefat. Thlttommittee had prepared a bill
whietosa received the assent of all the members,
witkthls exception of one or two. It wasnot pro-
per to speak of what were the doings in the other
home, butit was hoped that the committee would
be accepted as best adapted to the reclaiming of
the lands, perhaps with the joint co-operation of
tle other Hosce. The plan proposed was to divide
the inundated regions into districts, and provide
the necesearyregulations for theirprotection. He
suggested that it would, therefore, be better that
,the comnmittees should remain as they were.

[Mr. Gibsnt.beggeddeave to correct the gentle.
man. The bilt to which he had.allnded had come
frond the Committee on Public Works, Lands and
'Levees. No.bill whatever had ever' come from
the Committee onInohdation.

Sir.Palfrey asked the gentleman if any report
had ever been submitted to the Senate on the
authority of the Committee on Inundation. He
had never known there was such a committee. He
supposed k-mnust have been swept away by the
supdatione. (Launghter.)

Mr. Monday explained that he had been under
stake as to the committee which had acted on

Mr~t Gnon, with deference, thought that one of
the two committees was superfluous,and he there-
fore moved that thoeCommittee on Inundation be
.abolshed.

SMr. Palfrey would second the motion, if in order.
The'question was put, and Mr. Gibson's motion

was unanimously carried. .
Mr. Foote said he found he had been placed on

five committees, and as he was unable to attend to
the duties of all of them he would ask to be re-
lieved from sitting on one of them-the Enrolling
Committee.
Onuthe quoestion being put, the gentleman was

relieved according to his request.
The President appointed Mr. Wilcoxon to the

place thus vacated.
A message was laid before the Senate, with the

report of the State Treasurer, showing the condi-
tion of the Treasury and its operations from the
let o6October, 1864, to the 81st of December, 1865.
The assets on hand and receipts amounted to
$1,519,442; the expenditures ho $9h2,714. Of the
balance 8462,613 was in Confederate notes. The
rejoirt was received and relerred to the Committee
on Finance.
.The annual report of the Board of Currency was

laid before the Senate and referred to the Commit-
tee on Banks and Boaking.

Mr. Palfrey presented a resolution that the Com-
mittee on Public Works, Lands and Levees,
should be instructed to inquire and report upon
the propriety of repealing the act entitled " an
act to enable certain persons hereinafter named to
construct a steamboat canal from VermiilionlBay
to the Sabine river, at a point near the mouth of
Neohes river, in Texas," approved April 4, 1865.
By the first section the parties named are Duncan
Smith, H. T. Burgess and R. W. Jones, of Louisi-
ana; W. O. Phillips, M. A. Southworth and John
Hancock, of Texas. The canal to be four feet
deep and forty feot wide. The right of way, with
one hundred feet of land on each side of the canal,
and the right to take any material belonging to the
State for its constraction, is granted them. By the
second clause Vessels using it were to pay not
more than $1 per ton, or fifty cents for less than
fifty miles; the owners of the canal to have the
right to detain the vessels in default of such pay-
ment, and the vessels to carry State or National
troops free of toll. By the third section all Inds be-
tweentle canal and the coast of the Gulf of Mexico,
the islands in the lakes, and the land for twenty
miles on the other or north side of the canal were
to be granted to the parties named at twenty-five
cents per acre; they to commence the canal within
four months after the termination of the war, and
eompletq it within three years, and to pay the
price of the land within ten years. By the fourth
section they are required to deposit maps of the
route; on their completing twenty-live miles of it,
the Governor was to iasue titles for one-fifth of
the land granted, which they may sell, both they
and the purchaser remaining liable for the price,
t .ot paid. By the fifth section they are an
thorized to use, but not to sell, any of the land,
timber or other material on it till the price be fully
paid; they to pay all expenses. By the sixth seo-
tion, if they completed half of the canal in the
time specified, they were to forfeit all their rights
if the'other half were not completed within five
years thereafter. By the seventh section, all the
granted lands not sold were to be free froin taxa
tion for the tenyears. By the eighth section, after
Sfty'yenrs, the canal, with one hundred feet of the
led on eas aside, with all improvements, etc.,
wear to revert to the State. The motion of the
gentleman was ananhioualy adopted.

M•r, gnner moved that bill No. 39, entitled " an
sat for the organisation of corporations to engage

I in A fatontge and ommisnion business," be taken
up, read araet time, the rules suspended, and the
Sbill red a second time,:wlith a view to its reference
to the JeIloelary Conualti~el in accordancewith the
ea•eOuton of IMondap making it the order for to-

i day. The bill, he said, had already been before

the s3egst, and arited upon by a committee at the

late eax' a seioel. Willie he was up he would take
oeelios tetostate tatihe ld since yesterday care-

SUlly e atoed .bhe :quaston whether the Senate

could proper" afli" thie lobseof an extra session,

I atePP a lg neoiSeOlUO .'resoen othe unfiished basi-
Ie alihe tf orseriat tWe stage in which it had

16i:ieft: Be hdiresad the vaoriouns authorities and

tpflrne le.ns sp1 had the honor to lay them before

eIte Lue•ntepe'sGouvenrOr npw p•'seliding over the
Senate. and he was eitilsfte ..thaB it could not
be properly done.,

Thare ena'n neceesity forbm to 'ead the au-

tloritlfs tr the f'ieate. The question wU dia
tinholy bettlediby Jeftweon's manual, and others,
to whieh members amtid refer for themselvee.

The bill wans read irat and second time, and,
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referred to the Judiciary Committee. By
the first section, the corpeations .most con-
est of not less than six persons, and have a cai-
tal of not lese than one million of dollars, of which
one-half muost be subscribed before commencing
business. By the second section, the duration of
the corporation is limited to twenty-five years,
and the usual corporate privileges are accorded.
By the third, the charters are required to give
all particulars of name, domicil, objectrepresenta-
tive officer, -capital, number of shares, mode of
election of directors and mode of liquidation.
By the fourth, charters are required to
be recorded and published for thirty days.
By the fifth, stockholders representing three-
fourths of the stock represented at a meeting may
alter or dissolve the corporation. By the sixth,in-
solvency forfeits the charter, and provision is
made for liquidating the aqkirs of the corpora.
tion. By the seventh, the liability of the stock-
holders is limited to the amounts due on their
shares; and'no mere formality is to invalidate the
charter, or extend the stockholders liability. By
the eighth, privilege is given for all advances,
supplies, etc., for the year last past, and so much
as is due of the current year, on the prodnct of
the last year and the crop of the present year.
The ninth and tenth clauses enforce the act from
time of passage, and repeal inconsistent laws.

On motion, under the suspension of the fbles,
the following bills were read a firt and second
time and referred to the Judiciary Committee :
Mr. Bruele's act to amend and re-enact section 5
of the act relative to sureties, approved March
18, 1865; Mr. Wilcoxon's acts providing for
the drawing of juries in the parishes of St.
Martin and Vermillion, conferring additional
powers on clerks of district courts, and relative to
seizures and sales.

Mr. Taylor presented a bill providing for the
election of district and parochial officers through-
out the State. It was read a first time, and under

suspension of the roles taken up for a second read-
ing. It provides that the Governor shall issue his
proclamation ordering a general election in thirty
days thereafter.

Mr. Gibson said that on the general subject of
elections there was ageneral purpose in the Senate
which would probably succeed, and render this
bill unnecessary. The intention was, he believed,
to pass a measure providing for the calling a con-
ventlon. Ifheunderstoodtheeffect ofcalling a con-
vention, it would do away withall officers pre-
viohsly elected or appointed, and at present
exerclsing their functions. It seemed to him,
therefore, that it would be not only unnecessary but
I useless topass bills for the purpose of authorizing
elections in the meantime, merely to do away with
them immediately afterwards. If we are to have
t a Convention, why not do away with other election

, measures? He was averse to the multiplying of
legislation. He had always been an advocate for
e the calling of a Convention, and he believed the

people of the State desire it, and that the interests
of the State require it. If he was in error in these
views, he would be ready to vote on this measure,
as he thought the people ought to be allowed to
vote and dispose of their offiees as they desired.
l But if there was to he a Convention, there could
be no use in having this election ordered.

The bill wasthen read asecondtimeand referred
to the Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Mohan presenteda joint resolution providing
n for an election of municipal offlcers for the city of

New Orleans. It was read a first and second time,
a when the gentleman moved that it be printed and

a made the order of the day for to-morrow at one
o'clock.

Mr. Bell objected that this was too shaort a time
to allow the printing of the bill and its considera-
tion by members before dealing with it. He there-
fore moved that it be made the order for the day
after to-moz row.

Mr. Mohan wished to lay this motion on the
table. He wished this matter disposed of as early
as possible, because very important matters de-
pend upon it. In April next, an election for direc-
tors of the Jackson Railroad will take place, and
the city having a large vote in it, it was of vital
interest to the city that the present incumbent of
the mayoralty shpuld not be allowed to carry out
his design of getting that railroad in hi. grasp, as
he was trying to do, and as he would ~ lcceed in
doing, if an election were not previously held. His
object was, therefore, to have an election by the
third Monday in March, so as to check that design.
The bill would have to go before the House after
being disposed of by the Senate, and there was no
time to be lost. A day might prove of great con-
sequence. It was well understood that the pres-
ent incumbent of the mayoralty desired to take
the Jackson Railroad out of the hands in which
the people had placed it, and turn it. over to
others, perhaps to foreigners.

On a division, the motion to lay Mr. Bell's mo-
tion on the table was lost.

Mr. Bell's motion was then put and negatived.
Mr. Mohan's motion to print and make the spe-

cial order of the day for to-morrow was then put
and carried.

Mr. Burthe, on behalf of Mr. Duvignaudn who
was absent, presented bills relative to legal and
judicial advertisements in. the parish of Orleans,
and to create parish courts throughout the State,
except in tihe parish of Orleans. They were
severally read a first and second time and referred
to the Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Lapeyre presented a bill, whichhe stated had
been before the Senate at the late extra session,
reported on by the Judiciary Committee and re-
committed. The importance and necessity of the
bill could not but be apparent, and he would move
for a suspension of the rules for the purpose of
having it read a first and second time and referred
to the Judi

c
iary Committee. It was an act to sus-

pend prescription in certain eases. It was read
and referred as moved.

Mr. Lapeyro gave notice of his intention to bring
in a bill providing for the liquidation of certain
banks, which had passed the Senate at the late
extra session, but failed in the House for want of
time.

Mr. Gordon introduced a bill providing for the
sale or lease of the new canal. It was read a flrst
and second time and referred to the Finance Com-
mittee.

Mr. Scruggs presented a bill to legalize all civil
acts done by civil officers of Louisiana durlug the
past five years, from the passing of the ordinance
of secession to the inauguration of Gov. Wells. It
was read a first and second time and referred to
the Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Newton, of Morehouse, presented a bill for
the relief of W. T. Hall, which was read a first and
second time and referred O the Finance Committee;
also, a bill in relation to insurance companies,
which was read a first and second time and re
ferred to the Finance Committee.

Mr. Ellis presented bills to reorganize inferior
courts and fixing the terms thereof, throoughou

t

the State, excepting New Or.eans, and also fi.r the
city sad parish of New Orleans. They were seve-
rally read Afirt and second time and referred to
thelfdiclary Committee.

Mr. Foute presented a petition from hardware
merobants of Naw Orleans, which was referred to
the Committee on Manufactures, Agrlculture and
Commerce.

Mr. Monday said Mr. Foute yesterday
presented a report from the joint committee
appointed to inquire into the claims of
Messrs. Hahn and Cttler to represent the State
of Lunislanainthe U. 8. Senate, and asked that
500 0:oples of it ahould beprinted. The reporthad
been withdrawn fronm the posseosion of the iSenate,
and taken before the House of Representatives,
where it would be ordered to be printed. He
would therefore move a reconsideration of the
vote in the Senate yesterday,in reference to it.
Mr, JKener inquired by what right any member

of the other House, or anybody else, ad witth- at
drawn a document from the possre•son of the I
Senate? . I

After a brief explanatory disAuesion between it
Hessrs. Foute, Monday and others, it appeared m
that the report properly belonrged to the House; ft
that it had been inadvertently sent to the Senate; at
thatit was sent in the original manuscript to the B
printer; that it was taken front him for the pur- of
pose of furnishing him with a copy of it, and that &
it was then sent to the House. to
. The vote of yesterday was then reconsidered o
and the resolution rescinded. m

Mr. Palfrey presented a bill to reduce the police
wards of the parish of St. Mary to five in number, ti
which, under suspension of the rlesf was carried D
through its several stages and passed. o

Mr. Anderson presented a bill to provide for the a
emancipation of minors, which was read first and a
second time, and referred to the Judiciary Comn- a
mittee.

Mr. Gordon offered a resolution that the Ser- v
geant-at-Arms request the Librarian o procure a

complete set of the lawifof Luinsiiana to be kept Is
in the Senate Chamber for the uee of members. P

On motion of Mr Mrohan the Atsolation was C
amended so as to include the Constitution of .1864. 0

The resolution was then passed. i
On motion of Mr. Gordon the Senate then ad- e

journed to 12 M., to-morrow, Jan. 25th, 1866. o

SHoase o5f preeenativet . --

The House met at 12 : Seventy-four members a
present; Speaker Cage in the Chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Hedges. ii
The Chair announced the following as the som- b

mittee on the part of the House, under the reso- tl
lotion of Mr. Walker, providing for the appoint-
ment of a 'joint committee to inquire into the jus- b
tice, expediency and legality of relief against h
debts and obligations created for slaves and other t
property set free or destroyed by the late war,
viz: Messre. Walker, Eustis, Simmonds, McDonald,
Gates, Montgomery, Scott, Halsey and Penner.

THE OONSTITUTION Oa.THB STAT.

Mr. Eastis offered the following resolntion: t
Resolved,frhat a joint committee, composed of a

nine members of the House ind - of the
Senate, be appointed to report any necessary F
changes and amnndments to the Constitution of I
1864, and that all proposed amendments beore-I
ferred to this committee.

Mr. East's addressed the .HouBe in support of
the resolution. It, he observed, was the logical ,
consequence of the course of the House at the
late called session. It was then deemed inexpe-
dient to call upon the people to assemble in con-
vention to frame a constitution, and it must have
occurred to others as well as himself that the con-
clusion thus reached was impelled by the force of
circumstances, by grave reasons of public econo-
my and by weighty reasons of State policy. Those
reasons had lost none of their force since. They
had not been modifiedhbut existed with greater
force now. They had been strengthened and
multiplied. The consideration,therefore, present-,
ed itself, what was the next step to be taken? He
reached it by the resolution'before the House, and
he sought a test vote by that resolution. Should
they again enact the spectacle, witnessed during
the extra session, of spending two cnt:re weeks in
discussing the convention question without arriving
atany conclusion, and only determining upon indefi-
nite postponement ? Shouldthey repeatthe vain la-
bor of that session and the wasteful expenditure
of time? The will of the House would be ex-
pressed in its vote on the resolution. He would
abstain from discussing the question of a conven-
tion. He acted upon the reasonable proposition
that the question had been maturely considered by
the committee, which had had that subject in
charge, and which included some of the most
talented members and ablest lawyers in the
hIouse. They had failed in unanimity. Not only
had they failed in unanimity, so far were even
those of the majority from being unanimous, that
they submitted to a graceful capitulation.

If this was the finality of the question, might
not the Assembly answer the reasonable demands
of the people, by amending the Constitution of
1864? He was not an advocate of a thorough
revision of that instrument, but there were con-
aiderations relating to it to which he could not
turn a deaf ear. He could not ignore the fact that
by the arbitrament of the sword, the original gov-
ernment of Louisiana had bec•me defunct, and
the people might well ask shonlt they be left to
suffer, under the many irregularities incidental to

the anomalous condition of affairs which had ex-
isted for some time. Was it not the duty of the
Assembly to secure the people against the effects
h of these irregularities? The committee could
accomplish, by amendment to the Constitution,

everything absolutely needful at present, and an-
other recommendation to the course contemplated
in the resolution, was that the Speaker would have
an opportunity of appointing a committee, not
radically opposed to any measure contemplating a
It recognition of the Constitution of 1864.

Mr. Jonas vas opposed to the resolution, for two
reasons : first, because the object was to dodge
the constitutional convention question. The meas-
ore of the Committee on Constitutional Amend-
ments, reported at the extra session, was not de-
feated, it was postponed. Nor was the post-
ponement agreed to because there was not a con-
Scurrence of opinion among the friends of the
measure, or because it did not accord with the
views of a majority of the committee, but because
they yielded to the pressure demanding that other
matters of importance and of immediate necessity
should have precedence. This was the reason
which influenccedthe committee in yielding to a
postponement. lie denied that the advocates
of a conuventiof were responsible for the
delays in legislation during the late session.
On the contrary, at every hazard of reputation
for consistency and good faith to the people they

0 yielded, and left no obstacle in the path of the

Assembly, so that whatever failures occurred
could not be attributed to them, but was attribrt-
able to other sources. As a representative of the
same respectable and intelligent constituency,
twhich had sent to the House the gentleman who

had introduced the resolution under consideration,

he felt called upon to, protest em,phatically against
the course proposed, and to declare his purpose to

ie redeem, at the earliest moment practical, the

it pledge he and all elected with him had given the
p eople to call a constitutional cinvention. The
performance of that pledge had been unavoidably
postponed, but that postponement did not release

or those who had given it. His second objection to

the resolution was Ihat there was a standing com-
e; mittee of the House on consiatitutional amendments,

and to raise a select committee, to whom all pro-
posals for amendments should ie referred, was a

reflection on the standing committee. He there-
r fore moved to lay the resoltion on the table.

t Mr. Bailey suggested that as this was a test
c question, it would be better to take the senso of

. the House directly opoa the adoption of the reso-
Siution,

The Ltpeaker remarked that other gentlemen
might wisho to give their views, and the motion to
lay on the tab'le cut off debate.

Mr. Jonas withdrew his motion for the present to
allow discus•ion.

Mr. Tucker regretted that the resolution had
been introduced. He bad not suppoped that the

omission of the Assembi v at" the called session
would have been assumed to be a solemn judgment
against the calling of a conve otlon. Nor was the
assumption authorized. It wo'hId be recollected
that when the committee reporte

s
' at that session

a proposition for a convention, a pot tponement of

the question was urged upon the grol qd that the
subjeoct could not be properly coiderel during
ail extra session convened for special purpoCe. In
which the constitution question was not embrac d,

and hat it would be -is- a ed epedie1tto dffer
the matter until tij regtoisr-siion, when it could
not only be entertained wltnoout doubp A, to legal-
Ity or propriety, butample time ooldt be hd`A f•i
mature deliberation. Pledged as he was to vote
for a convention he had yieldedto these reasous,
and so had many other gentlemn in his siltatin.
But now it was claimed that bpanoe they had con-
seated to a postponement they had smrrendered.
Such, he wassatisied, was not the conviction of
the House, and such, he knew, was not the design
of the supporters of the bill reported by the com-
mittee.

Now, more than ever, he deemed itan impera-
tive duty to pass an act calling a Convention.
During the recess he had freely oonoelted with his
constituents on the subject, and after bis inter-
course with them he felt that he could nothesitate
asto his course. They, and hebelieved xiemlght
add the great mass of the people of the State, de-
manded a constitution framed by theirownser-
vants. It was demanded by imperative and
momentouslnoterests of the State. The resolution
proposed that a committee of the Assemblyshould
perform the high Iaetions of a Constitutional
Convention. They had much better conflnethem-
selves to their approprital dutines ofordinarylegio-
lation. The construction or establishment of a
Constitution was not within their legitimate sphere
of duties. Whatever the design of the framer of
the resolution might he, in efect-it was autfort
to esthblish a constitution which had no existence
as an organic law of the State. The constitutioi
of 1864 contained in itself a provision which killed
it. Article 64 provided that before the instrument
became the organic law, it should be submitted to
the people of every parish on the lot of February,
1865, for ratification or rejection. It had never
been so submitted, and even admitting that it had
been framed by the duly chosen representatives of
the people of the whole State, was it not patent
that it was to be regarded as non-existent?

But it was urged that the ilection of this Legis-
lature and of the State oficers constituting the
government of the State, under the proclamation
of the Governor, was a recoghition of the Consti-
tution of 1864, and, therefore, it was binding. But
was it not absurd to argue that the Governor had
anthority to designate a constitution for the State ?
He could not breathe the breath of life into an
instrument; which, by its own conditions, was de-
funct. The people only could give it vitality, and
so fares the House had evidence of the popular
opinion the public voice was for repudiating and
not ratifying the instrument. Then hqw could
this Legislature proceed to amend a conatitution
which was not the constiteition of the State? If
any constitution was in existence, it was that of
1852, which had never been abrogated. In the
Constitution of 1864 there was no foundation to
build upon. It was void ab initio. In choosing a
State government, in the meeting-of the Legisla"
tume, in acts of legislation, without having any re-
cognized fundamental law, the people of the State
had simply yielded to a current of unavoidable
events, but in so yielding they had granted au-
thority to no officer, to no law-making body to tet
hp a Constitution forthem. The people demanded
a constitution of their own making, and it was the
duty of the Assembly to provide for a convention
which shall represent the dignity of the people, and
to which shall be de'egatedtheir whole power. It
was frittering away time, in seeking to give life to
a dead carcas.

After denouneing the Constitution of 1864 as an
unlawful and bastard production, Mr. Tucker asked I
what power existed anywhere to dissolve the-Con- I
stitution under which Louisiana had been admitted I
into the Union ? The Constitution of 1852, he con-
tended, was still the Constitution of the State, but
as a great revolution had thrown things into such
confusion as they were, and as the result of that
revolution had involved the necessity of great or-
ganic changes, a new Constitution was indispen-
sable. But it was not for a legislative committee,
or a legislature itself, to usurp the office of fram-
ing the instrument. To amend the Constitution
of 18864 to make it an acceptable law, would re-
quire a revision of the whole instrument. He had,
from his own examination, found over twenty
amendmentsnecessary. And such a multiplicity
of amendments it was impracticable to sub-
mit to the people in a satisfactory man-
ner. Toe report of the committeq, at
the extra session, covered the whole ground,
It proposed to submit the question of convention
or no convention to the people themselves. What
objection could there be to that? And if the peo.
ple decided in the affirmative, provision was made
for an election. Thus the whole subject was left
to those most deeply interested. The members of
this assembly had been pledged by the programme
of election for a convention, and what voice, he
asked, had released them trom that pledge? He,
for one, should abide by the popular mandate and
vote for a convention at the earliest day.

Mr. Thisneman remarked that no one was more
urgent than he was at the extra session for a con-
vention. He was then opposed to any delay,
because he believed a Convention was a wish of
the people, and because he supposed theState was
about to be readmitted into the Unionimmediately.
But, since then, a great change had come over the
people, as well as over members of this body.
Doubtless a valid constitution for the State should
be formed some time, but was the State now in a
condition to frame a constitution? Her senators
and representatives had been refused admission
into Congress. In poiut of tact Louisiana in her
present condition was not a State. Hae now
believed the most discreet course would be to take
the sense of the people on the Convention question,
and let them decide for themselves whether they
would incur the expense of framing a constitution
that might be declared a nullity at Washington.
Mr. Elam, in reply to the argument of Mr.

Tucker, contended that the bill for an election on
the convention question, which had been reported
by thie Committee at the extra session, had ceased
to bhe a subject of consideration, inasmuch as it
had died when the session closed. , The resolution
beloro the touse he regarded as a proper men-
sure. It simply asked for a committee, to which
constitutional amendments proposed should be
referred. Gentlemen assumed that the constitu-
tion of 1864 was not binding. If it was not, what
warrant had the members of the Assembly for
being there making laws? By what warrant did
the Governor and other State officers exorcise
power? Ito was no apologist for that Constitution,
and, under ordinary circumstances, he should not
regard itas binding, but he was compelled in the
present anomalous condition of affairs, to consider
it as binding, as a consequence of the conquest
of Louisiana -by the arms of the United
States. In that view, it was as legally
binding as if etnacted freely and fairly by the
whole people of the State. They could not ignore
the fact, it stared them full in the face, whatever
way they turned, that they werebound to obey
Executive proclamations and military orders in
all things, and the Constitution of 1864 was the
creature of military orders. No law can now be
enlorced in the State but by the consent or asuf-
rance of the Federal Government. It was well to
hear this in mind. If the people were free to act
their own pleasure, no one would call a convention
sooner than he would, but was it wise, with the
present aspect of affairs, with the status of the
Southern States, yet undecided, in the hands of an
inimical majority in Congress, to seek the framing
of a constitution. There was no guarantee that
the dominant party in Congress woauld not force
upon the country the schbeme now belore them to
deprive the Southern States of the few rights
they are now exereaiang, and seach a period of sus-
pense and anxiety was no time to go into constitu-
tion-making. The country was yet in the throes
of revolution, and it was wise to wait and see
what the enl would be.
SMr. lFenner wouldnotallow himself now to be

dbenineg o o;ed •ni Wo U •. c
a bteslon ofrle64, or oeh• e r
butie a member-of theib ,•o• i'6•,.
he should regard " tr yp5 '06 sit ( uetlsnq
being considered ass eaeetilen onthsaeo nbiua,1
for all its duties would be utrinasred o "I2t8
spelal ncommittee proposed. R could ee p o.
jastlsle reason fo anh resdeedlone . ". U dia a
believe the members hi the Coaseiditte *ar Wo
wedded to theirindivldnasoplnions tdattheywisid
ignore the cieirty-expressed widhesofithe House
on any su•bjot ti't might be rtfbIred to them,-
sad 'shquon thererore redrt8 the ,re•.ution as
invldious. Shout it p.m s e shsould ask t be
excused from serving any longer on the ommttee.

Mr. MeConnell did not deameit lcesary naw to
diseuss the convention question, bht asoelairman
of the Committee on onstittotilo e Amendmlits,
gentlemen an . ol, ldeoof the ] ritcwoid boar
him out in saying th~ e had e a• h ta --Isi purpose
of abqtaiaing from preasing the sonvention sub-
ject, in vsiW of the predeaft i•loepiotois condition
of alfairs at Washingtis. He wished to wait unti
the. spetfial iommitte o1 Coadsgeschasrggqwpith
the consideratin, of the aihirs of the Boutheli
States had reported, nd their sreprt was acted
upon by Congreobefpre taking anyetpplh the
direction of constitutn ilmaking. And hbile'the
committee of whic he had the hoInorofdbeing
chairman was thus quietly awaiting the de-
velopment .a Congreodasa.e.tioa, why woa
this resolution sprung upon the Honest It
should be recollected that the committee ap-
pointed at the extra session to collect evidenes
against the right of Hhnlm and Cutler to 'senatorial
seats had just reportedto tho Senate ,qf thi As
sembly, and that subject and the subject of the
Constitution of 1864 were intimately connected.
The ecommittee had obtained proof tiatof the fve
thousand and odd votescast in New Orleans, but
nine hundred and odd had a semblance of legal
right to vote. .k~et it wasassked to p"es a resolu-
tion recogni•sngthat Constitution of 1864. In re-
gard to the arguments of Messrs. Tucker and
lam, each irwas tighti'p ert. Ahb Ooiietttotis fi
1864 was part of the government of Louisiana, so
long as upheld by the lnitea[States, bsat there wAs
a distinction which every lawyer would under-
stand, which was that between "govern-
ment" and "constitution." Yet by going on
to amend that instrument, it would be made a
constitution by indirection. They would be as-
suming a power not conferred upon them, for the
people only were competent to make conatlt•-
tions directly or by delegated authority. But
strongly opposed ash we w to the constitution of

864, f the House shouldnlatatupon adoptingit ae
basis for ameniddient, he woul6'1ot, n ither as a

member of the committee or- member "f the
HIouse, fritter away time by vainly resisting the
will of the majority, or offering unavailing objecc
tions. He still believed that the wisest course to
pursue was to continue quietly awaiting the turn
of events, and meantime let this constitutional
question remain in abeyance. Mr. McConnell
concluded his remarks by showing the Inultipliolty
of amendments needed by the Constitution of
1864, And arguing the impracticablhty of accom-
plishing such an extensive modification through
legislative action.,
Mr. Eustis disclaimeo any intention of refecting

upon the committee whose members thought they
saw such a purpose inthe resolution. On the con-
trary, if they had rightly understood him they
would have perceived that he was paying the
highest compliment to their patriotism and stead-
fast adherence to conscientious convictions, in
radical opposition to the Constitution of 186e.
And besides he did not wish to throw upon that
committee the arduous labors, that would have
to be performed under his resolution. They would
have to study and revise every article of the
instrument and consider the numerous judicial and
legal acts, doubts in regard to the validity of
which so deeply concerned the people. He also
had it in view that under his resolution the Chair
would be afforded the opportunity of selecting
from the whole House the members best qualified
for this work. In one sense, it was true the com-
mittee would be exerclsing'the fenctions of a Con-
vention, but the ability and wisdom for such a
task was to be had n the House, and after all their
work had to pass the ordeal of popular examina-
tion.

He would not consume time in discussing 4tl the
arguments. urged against the resolution, but he
would direct attention to a single point. He en-
tered upon his legislative duties decidedly in favor
of a Convention, but when the Assembly positively
assumed the position of a Legislature, he con-
ceived that they surrendered all objections to the
validity of the Constitution of 1864. Such being
the case, they should have no more postponements,
no more uncertainty. Could gentlemen say when
this suspense and agitation would cease? It ap-
peared to him that the interests of the State de-
manded an end of them. As for himself, he had
no amendmedt to offer, but it was time the door
woas opened for those who had. He illustrated and
enforced this proposition by referring to a hill in.
troduced yesterday, to legalie certain judicial and
other legal acts performed during the war, and
arguing that the Legislature was not competent to
decide what was or what zgnotlegal in the ad-
ministration of law.
He could not see that amending the Constitution

of 1864 tied them for an hour to that instrument,
for the very next day after the restoration of the
State to her original rights, a Convention could be
called. He concluded with an argument against
the expediency or wisdom of awaiting the action
of Congress, and, meantime, leaving the people in
the many ntmcertainties, even In their most delicate
relations, resulting from conflicts of authority
during the war.

Mr. Jonas renewed his motion to lay the resolu-
tion on the table, and the motion was lost-yeas,
38; nays, 47-as follows:
Yeas-Austin, Blackman, Collins, Davenport,

Deblanc, Delamore, De Labarre, Duralde, Eager,
Fencer, Freret, Fishborn, Fulda, Gottsoholk,
Halsey, Head, Hodspeth Jonas Kelly,
Kidd, Lubrauche, McEnery, kcConneiI, Mcuios-
key,. Montgomery, Murray, Peterson, Phillipo Jas.,
Phillips All., Powell, Regenberg, Robinson, Sto-
bola, Smith, Theriot, Thienoeman, Tuckeo and
Voorhies--38.

Nnay--Alverson, Bailey Barry, Bensel, Brown,
Couvillon, Deportcr, Dcbker, Drew, Dugas,
Easlin, Slam, Eldridge, Euatis. Ilino, Edwards,
Gates, Galsser, Gantt, Hatch, Hays, HiKgis, Keot.
Kilo, Lagrouo, LeBlane, Meredithl, McKelvey Mc.
Donald, McGee, Moreland, Ormood, Pujo, Prud-
homme, Richards. Roman, Rogers, Ryan. Scanlao,
Stille, Solomon, Tote, Walker, Wittington, WilUtz,
Waggamau and Weeks-47.

Mr. Jonas then offered the following as a substi-
tute :
Resolved, That all proposed amendments to the

Constitution of 1864 be referred to the House Com-
mittee on Amendments to the Constitustion.

Mr. Elam raised a point of order that the substi-
tute as putting before the-House the vrfy question
which had just been decided, whether the House
would refer certain matters to a standing commit-
toe or to a special committee could a t be enter-
tained.
The Speaker deoided thbat4e oabjection was cor-

rect, and ruled the substitute out of order.
By perminsion of the Chair, a division was had

upon this p6int of ioyder; Mesrs. Tucker and
Jonas differed from the Chair, and Mr. Scanlan
maintained that the ruling of the Speaker Wfts
correot.

Mr. Elam, to end the discussion, withdrew his
objection, and moved to lay the substitute on the
table, and it was laid on the table-yeaas 4, nays
33.

Mr. McConnell tendered his resignation as chair-
man of the Committee on Constitutional Amend-
mente. -

Mr. Jonas urged that the resolution indirectly
changed the rules of the House, and as every pro.
position to amend the rules should lie over one
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WAsarGorolN , Jan. 24.-Senate.-Mr. Saulsbury,
of Delaware, made a speech in opposition to the
enlargement of the Freedmen's Bureau.

Mr. Fessenden, of Maine, in replying said'the
war would never have occurred but for the en-
couragement given by the Demooratie paty to
Southerniaggreselene. .

Pending the dl•susalon, Mr. Hen4ersoti oferde.
joint resolution to amend the Constitution po16t
iting any State from withdrawing thetelaOtiv
ftanchise on account of color.

The Htoue reshmedthe'eotalderationof the Cpf
stitutional amendment relative to the baals of stp
resentatlon.

Mr. Brooks, of New York, osused tobe retsa
petition from Susan B. Anthony, asn•ig that the
right of sonitage be given to women.

Mr. Stevens asked Mr. Brooks if he was inavor
of it.

Mr. Brooks replied yes if the negroes were piae-
mitted to vote, as he preferred his own color q ls
white women above the negro.
These remarks brought load applause from the

galleries.
.A series of rsnolationug ere w eferred to the

Committeb on Reconstruction opposinog the BStae
rights doctrine, denying the right of:setesslom,
and advo•pting setting, apart all the territory of
Texas for the use of the colored peeplesin ,6rei
to separate the two races.

WAiBHOTON, Jan. e4.-Senate.-Mr.Browanpe
sented a petitionlfor an amdidPrent to the Coneti.
tution asking the exteasion of the right of suffrage
to women..

Mr. MoDogalt spaiik ag ist the onlargeinent of
the powers of the Freedmen's Bureau.

Naw Yone, Jan. 24.-The Tribune's special says
the Treasury has paid five counterfeit interest
coupons witlitia few days. Measures are taking
to discover the author of the fraud.

New Yoga, Jan. 4t.-Cotton closed at 600. for
middling. Flour, $7 85. Oats, t56. rork, $20 60.
Hogs, $12 75. Lard, 18. Gold, 1894.

The Commercial's Washington special says the
Committee on Ways and Means have decided on
Morrill's bill-that the bill is virtually lost. The
repealed bill will not likely be restored. An ap-
peal to Congress will be necessary, for MeICulloch
relies upon the success of his foreign loans, to
carry out his project for resumption.

It says the Reconstruction Committee bhave
agreed to report m favor of the Constitutional
amendment, allowing Congress to regoltee the
elective franchise within the States,

WAs•INOTNo, Jan. 24.--$enat--Mr. Davis
moved to strike out that portion of the Bureau bill
confirming the titles given by Sherman to the BSe
Island lands for three years, and also opposed the
bill.

The Senate refused to strike out by ten against
thirty-two. 4

Mr. Davis moved to strike out the provision for
the purchase of land for the freedmen, wrhieh woe
rejected.
Mr. Davis offered an amendment restrlcttog the

operations of the Bureau to loealitieas where civil
law is not in operation, whilw•palaW rejeojed.

Mr. McDougall offered a substatate for thp whole
bill providing that the President be authorized to
execute the existing laws for the benefit of freed-
men, and use military force therefor.

The House resumed it eponsideration of the
joint resolution proposing an amendmpnt totiP
Constiotut on direct taxes and representation,

Mr. Lawrence, of Ohio, advocated hip amend-
ment making the voters in each State precisely
equal.

Wp.sl•iron, Jan. 4.-JThe Supreme Courthas
confirmed the decree of condenuiatios of the
British ship Admiral, with a carg of osait'dosd,'
which was captured by the U.S. steamer Alabama,
December 18, 1861, and taken oa Philgselphih' as a
priae. '

WaesHNoroN, Jan. 24.-Mrs. Stephen A. •o
las was married to Mijor Robert WilliUam

The national convention of soldiners ast
have adopted a petition asking
the pensinus of private soldie•rs'to

Naw, Yosu, Jan. 24.-A movem• •
the resumption of balenees PI 1 i,
surance Company.

The Navy Department. Itsa,. igitk t the,
Shenaodoah is shorttyes.eted f- ol. .

New YOng, Jan. '4.. igsom - Iems are
making by ib sj Mdji d •i sJoSitt. and
Everts and Choate fortherele4te 6f the steamer
Meteor, they helievidi the cha'adier of the ship
the reversenof ,iat hblia been sitated .

Ofcials, however, have no doubt she is ftend
fora OChlian pirivateer. Heavy planks wed fond
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